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Irving Council approves entertainment center
By Sarah Bays
A project long in the process
passed through the Irving City
Council recently, making good on
promises of an entertainment center
with amenities that lawmakers and
residents say the city desperately
needs.
In one measure, the council on
Oct. 22 approved an amended lease
agreement between the city and
ARK Group of Irving, Inc. for the
future Music Factory. The center
will feature 250,000 square feet of
entertainment, retail and restaurant

space, including a movie theater,
and 100,000 square feet of office
space.
“We give you our word, we won’t
let you down,” Noah Lazes, president of ARK, told the council after
their vote. “We appreciate … your
support. We look forward to working with you.”
Additionally, the council approved a development agreement
and economic incentive agreement
with ARK, along with a reimbursement agreement and other arrangements made with the company.

By Matthew Pedersen
The DFW Humane Society hosted
their annual Black Collar Affair at
the Four Seasons Resort and Club
Dallas at Las Colinas on Oct. 17.
Animal lovers of every stripe attend
the event, which included a variety
of cuisine from top area restaurants,
live music, a large silent auction and
entertainment, all in a pet-friendly
atmosphere.
The benefit was organized by
co-chairmen Diana Pfaff and Craig
Boleman.
“We have over 300 [attendees]
tonight, which is a record for this
event,” Boleman said. “We have a
record set for sponsorships and ticket sales. We’re hoping to raise about
$100,000.”
A majority of the money provided
by the benefit helps fund the DFW
Humane Society’s daily efforts to
provide homeless animals with
food, healthcare and shelter. The
shelter run by the society typically
houses anywhere from 100 to 150
animals at any given time. Each year
the DFW Humane Society helps find
homes for as many as 6,000 pets. A
few of these animals were actually

present during the benefit, including dogs walking around with shelter volunteers and cats lazing by the
check-in desk.
“The biggest thing about tonight
is we will do a big gift for the cause,
which is the Angel Fund. That is the
fund that helps animals who have
had some problems when they come
in. For example, they need an amputation or they have tumors or things
like that,” he said.
The Guardian Angel Fund has
raised $2,820 out of the $4,460
needed to treat all of the animals
currently benefiting from the resource. Any donations made toward
this fund will help provide necessary
medication and surgeries which
will drastically improve an animal’s
quality of life.
Sarah Kammerer, the DFW Humane Society’s Executive Director,
was very optimistic about the Black
Collar Affair.
“We don’t have all the expenses
in yet, but we’re on target to meet
or beat last year’s total,” Kammerer said. “The community has been

Black Collar
Affair is barking
good time

See BARKING, Page 4

A first amended and restated
lease between the city and ARK
was approved in December 2013.
This version includes a drop date of
Feb. 22, 2016. If ARK does not secure funding for the entertainment
center project by that date, the lease
will automatically terminate. That

performances and 100,000 ticketed
attendants each year. If that doesn’t
happen, ARK will forfeit $30,000
per show short and $30 per ticket
short.
If ARK doesn’t make the facility
available for public school graduaSee ENTERTAINMENT, Page 2

The lucky prevail at Hogs
and Hearts fundraiser

Trying their luck at the craps table, guests of the third annual Hogs and Heart Rally fundraiser enjoyed a casino-inpsired evening while
helping to raise funds for Irving Cares. / Photo by Julia Telligman
The 3rd annual Hogs and Hearts
Rally fundraiser on Oct. 17 proved
to be a winning night for everyone
as Lady Luck graced guests with her
fickle presence as they took their
chances participating in the casino
style celebration at the Healthcare
Associates branch of Irving.
Last year’s event was run in a rally style event filled with live music,
bounce houses, and food trucks with
a casino night separate from the
family event. This year, however, the
Healthcare Associates of Irving took
a different approach to fundraising.

Irving pet owners
celebrate best buds
at pooch party
By Sarah Bays
When pooches party, it looks a lot
like a typical weekend bash, except
for the paw prints, barks, wagging
tails and sniffing, that is.
For this year’s annual Pooch Fest
hosted by the Irving Heritage Senior
Center, about a dozen dogs braved
the rain and thunderstorms that
doused North Texas Friday morning, Oct. 23, bringing their “people”
with them to the event, which had to
be moved indoors due to the weather.
Angie Heiter brought “Beans,”
her 12-year-old, to the party. Beans,
whose brother was named Frank,
was truly enjoying himself, rolling
around on the floor and teasing his
mom.
It is also possible Beans was excited about all the other dogs around
him, plus the treats, toys and humans goo-ing over the cute canines.

construction loan must include a
binding agreement for about $115.9
million.
There are also some forfeitures in
the lease, which would negate some
grant money if certain things are not
done by ARK. For example, ARK
must have a minimum of 100 live

This was the 11th year of Pooch
Fest in Irving. The event includes
games, raffles, contests, snacks, paw
painting and a chance to meet some
critters from the area Humane Society.
Jamie Draper worked at the
painting corner, helping dogs dip
their paws into colored tempura
paint and smear their prints into
masterpieces for their owners. She
held Maddie, a dog her family adopted from the Irving animal shelter
in 2009.
“We do pretty good,” Jamie said
of the event. “On the ones that I’ve
been to they’ve had a lot of people
come out.”
As for the dogs, like little Maddie
curled up in Jamie’s arms?
“They love it,” Jamie said. “I think
they have a good time.”
Other than socializing, the day inSee POOCH, Page 5

“This year they only had the casino night and it really grew exponentially compared to last year,” Teddie
Story, Irving Cares’ CEO said. “Last
year, we received net proceeds of
about $5,000.”
The 2015 casino night brought in
a gross income of over $19,000.
Guests ranging from healthcare
providers to healthcare equipment
providers joined the fun.

“The poker tournament was a
huge success last year,” said Dr.
Mark Anderson, poker player extraordinaire, and Family Medicine
provider at Healthcare Associates.
“Everybody around town was wondering why they didn’t get an invitation to it; so we got about 150 [people] showing up, and we got about
20 at the poker table.”
See LUCKY, Page 3

We are now open! Experience the new
look with the same PJ’s feel. Come on
in and see the usual friendly faces and
meet some new ones!

Monday - Saturday: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

Page 2

October 31, 2015

www.RamblerNewspapers.com

Grace Presbytery turns settlement
cash toward mission work
By Matthew Pedersen
Earlier this past month Grace
Presbytery, an organization comprising 158 Presbyterian congregations with over 41,000 members in
Texas, agreed to allocate $6.1 million dollars towards mission and
ministry services around the world.
The money was taken from a $7.8
million dollar lawsuit settlement
paid by Highland Park Presbyterian
Church of Dallas.
Highland Park Presbyterian
was originally a member of Grace
Presbytery, but expressed interest
in leaving the group after certain
changes were made to the Presbytery’s regulations. In 2011, Grace
Presbytery voted to allow people
in same-sex relationships to be ordained as pastors within the Presbyterian Church (USA). This sparked
conflict with Highland Park Presbyterian, a Dallas based church
with over 4,800 members, who felt
so strongly about this decision that
they wished to break off from the
Presbyterian Church in order to
create a smaller, more conservative
sect. While there were procedures
that allowed Highland Park to leave
Grace Presbytery, there was still
conflict regarding the ownership of
the land that the church occupied.
Dr. Janet DeVries, a General Presbyter at Grace Presbytery, elaborated on why Highland Park Presbyterian filed the lawsuit against Grace
Presbytery.
“The Presbytery in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and our church
government owns the property, not

the congregation,” DeVries said.
“That’s different from a lot of other
denominations, and Highland Park
wanted to leave with its property.
So, they wanted to go to another denomination.
“I think the driving issues for that
had to deal with both the property
issue and homosexuality. We tried
to do everything to avoid litigation.
They chose to sue the Presbytery
for the property, and they added a
temporary restraining order which
forbade us from both going on the
property as well as doing the Ecclesiastical things, which we were empowered to do through the church
constitution. So, under those circumstances Grace Presbytery, having been sued, decided to respond
by not just rolling over and by proceeding with the lawsuits, and we
went through a fairly long process.
They sued us on Sept. 10, 2013 and
the resolution was settled in mediation in August of last year. The payment we received was in November
this past year. We worked through
the legal process because we were
given no opportunity to do it any
other way.”
The Presbytery’s decision to allow
homosexual ministers has been met
with controversy and debate. However, it was never intended to force
congregations to accept ministers
against the congregants’ wishes.
“They made it possible to ordain
homosexual persons to ministry,”
DeVries said. “In no way did that require congregations to call an LGBT
[lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender]

pastor. That was certainly an issue
of some debate in the denomination, and certainly some concern to
Highland Park.”
“Furthermore, after the lawsuit
had been filed, the Presbyterian
Church (USA) took the position that
we would redefine marriage. That
action was taken by our national
body in the summer of 2014 and
then had to be ratified by a majority
of 172 Presbyteries. It was ratified,
and by that time, Highland Park had
already decided to leave.”
Grace Presbytery has since begun
moving forward after this lengthy
legal battle.
“One of the things we’re very
committed to as you can tell is the
largest single grant [from the money
allocated] goes to support mission
workers around the world,” DeVries
said. “The way we’ve done it is to
make it possible for the Presbytery
to participate in developing partnerships with those mission workers.
$1.6 million have been invested for
mission workers somewhere in the
world, so we are now in the process
of helping that to happen. That’s
somewhat unusual for a Presbytery
to do that, and I feel very good about
that.”
“We certainly have taken leadership in the denomination with resources which, frankly, we did not
expect to have. The question always
is, for a congregation, do you hang
on to that money or do you use it for
ministry and missions beyond yourself, and that’s what we decided to
do.”

By Fredy Gonzalez
Many events in Dallas were rained
out this past weekend but one event
that went strong was the University of Dallas Ministry Conference,
where Catholics from all around
Texas gathered at the Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention Center Oct.
22-24, in order to address various
facets of the Catholic faith as well as
promote vendors belonging to the
regional Catholic Church.
The Diocese of Dallas, a greater conglomerate of the Catholic
churches in the area, teamed up with
University of Dallas to coordinate a
conference where the Catholic faith
is brought to life with a contemporary perspective. The conference
serves to deepen and develop the relationship with God, address the necessities of ministries in the dioceses
and to develop respect for the ways
in which people respond to faith.
Artwork, live music and vendors

– all affiliated with the Catholic faith
– gathered on the second and third
floors of the convention center in
conjunction with symposiums regarding faith, outreach, and talks on
various ministries within the Catholic faith. The symposiums provided
a multilingual component, as symposiums were given in Spanish, English, and Vietnamese. Workshops
were also held on the third floor.
Featured by the UDMC, Percussionist Paulo Almeida discussed the
experience of being surrounded by
the Catholic community:
“It was a good event for me because I was able to network with
other Catholic artists. It was a good
opportunity for me to connect and
play music with them and be flexible even though I wasn’t really in
a position to go the talks because I
was too busy playing. It was much
more about the community coming
together,” he said.

The conference opened a great
window of opportunity for artists
within every craft and even helped
artists understand what type of art is
lacking in the Catholic community.
It also promotes business opportunities for artists. Such was the case
for Shelley Kolman Smith, a featured speaker of the conference. A
sculptor and poet, Smith discussed
what the conference means to her
and how it impacts artwork:
“It means meeting people and
building things, remodeling churches, and adding new sculptures to
their churches. It gives me an opportunity to know what to build
for future art projects. I was invited
to display a piece at the Southwest
Liturgical Conference [SWLC] and
from there found out about this conference, so SWLC and UDMC are a
mainstay. They have been my entire
bulk of advertising for years. They

begin requiring citizens to use trash
bins rather than bags for refuse collection. A possible move from twice
weekly to once weekly trash collection has also been discussed.
“Those bins can remain on the
streets for a long time … and can roll
on the streets,” said resident Mani
Patel. “Handicapped and older people will be under stress, because
they will have to put the cans on the
street.
“The only people who will be happy with this are the ones who are
trying to sell the system to the city.”
Patel suggested replacing bags
currently used with biodegradable
bags. “This would be a real improvement that Irving can be proud of,”
he said.
Richard Sichenzio is also opposed
to the possibility, telling the council
about other places he’s lived where
trash bins were used.
“Most people did not remove their
trash cans from the sidewalk, from
the places where they put their cans
out,” he said. “They put loose trash
in the can … residents don’t want it.

“Residents want to keep their cars
in the driveway. They do not want
to utilize their garage for anything
for trash cans or to leave them out
front. It will be a complete negative
to what we all view as Irving, as to
how I view it.”

UD hosts ministry conference

See MINISTRY, Page 3
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tions it would lose $25,000 per year,
the revised lease also states.
“It will be a great boost to the
development around here and the
entire city,” City Councilman David
Palmer said last month at a rally in
support of the Music Factory. “It
surprised me when I ran for office,
the bodies of young people who
stay here that want this, and so I’m
proud to be a part of it.”
The economic development incentive agreement passed gives
ARK about $36.4 million if certain
conditions are met. Those include
the financing drop date and certain
performance standards. Irving will
keep 25 percent of the city sales and
beverage taxes generated by the
center for 40 years while ARK will
retain the rest.
ARK will also receive all sales
taxes generated at the center for 10
years after ARK builds and fills a
hotel.
On another matter, some residents expressed their opposition to
a possible change in trash collection.
Talk has surfaced that Irving may

Elvis Christmas Show
December 11

7 pm - 10 pm
$38 for dinner and a show!
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Fall Festival
October 31, 5 – 8 p.m.

Children of all ages are invited to a free event
with candy, games, face-painting, bounce
house, dessert walks and more at First United Methodist Church, 211 W. Third Street.
Rain or shine, this is a safe and fun alternative to the neighborhood trick or treating:
Costume Contest at 6 p.m.
Free boys and girls bike raffle at 6:30 p.m.

BEC Rain Garden Planting Day
October 31, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Community Planting Day at the Biodiversity
Education Center! You are invited to come
help the Friends of Coppell Nature Park plant
an extensive native demonstration garden
designed by local expert, Janna Tidwell.
Volunteers are needed all day in two hour
shifts. Come share in this positive community event with friends and family. Lunch
is provided, and in the spirit of Halloween,
there will be face painting for the kids from

10am-2pm. Visit http://vols.pt/1j8UZ5 to sign
up as a volunteer.
The Biodiversity Education Center is a 300
meter walk from the parking lot of Wagon
Wheel Park. Follow signs to the BEC from the
entrance of the nature park near the batting
cages. 367 Freeport Parkway, Coppell, TX
75019

Keys to Success/Las Llaves del Exito
October 31, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Keys to Success/Las Llaves del Exito
program can help. The free, one-day college
fair for families will be held at Mountain View
College, located at 4849 W. Illinois Ave. in
Dallas. The event will provide students with
the keys they need to succeed in higher
education, including information about how to
navigate the system so that they can attend a
college or university. The program will focus
on students in grades 6 through 12. Parents
are invited, and breakfast will be provided.
All participants who pre-register for the pro-

gram and complete a “Llaves Passport” can
qualify for a chance to win one of two $500
DCCCD scholarships and other prizes. To
pre-register, please visit https://llavesdelexito2015.eventbrite.com. On-site registration
also will be available.
Other workshop sessions will include: college
entrance exams; how to choose a college; a
DACA presentation; and how to choose the
perfect career path. A panel for parents will
be offered, too.

Heritage House
November 1, 3pm to 5pm

The Irving Heritage House will be open. Docent led tours are available at 3pm and 4pm.
It is located at 303 South O’Connor and was
designated as a Recorded Texas Historical
Landmark in 1986. The house was built in
1912 with a basement, a unique feature for
homes in the area. Admission is free.
For more information visit www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-252-3838. Group tours

may also be arranged at alternate times.

UDallas Students Present “Mary
Stuart”
October 31, November 1 - 7

Seventeen University of Dallas students will
present Friedrich Schiller’s “Mary Stuart” in
a new version by Peter Oswald.
“Mary Stuart” will be performed Oct. 28-31
and Nov. 3-7 at 8 p.m., and Nov. 1 at 2 p.m.
Admission to all performances is free for
faculty, staff and students. Alumni admission
is free on November 7 but $5 every other
night. Tickets for seniors and non-University
of Dallas students are $5. General admission
is $10.

ITALIAN WATER CIRCUS
NOV 12-15

ACROBATIC POLES, HIGH ENERGY
JUGGLING, even DARK MAGIC AERIAL
TISSUE and more await you! So, get your

tickets! And remember… we’re offering a free
child admission with each full-priced adult
admission in levels 2-3!
FIRST TIME EVER….OUR BRAND NEW
SHOW IS COMING TO YOU DALLAS
& FORT WORTH…. THE BIG SHOW IS
WAITING FOR YOU IN HURST….
When: November 12-15
Where: 1101 Melbourne Rd, Hurst, TX 76053
At North East Mall
Located: corner of NE Mall Blvd & Cheryl
Ave. between Dillard’s & Best Buy in the
parking lot. Under a White & Blue Tent
•November 12- THURS: 7:30pm •November
13- FRI: 5:30pm & 8:30pm •November 14SAT: 2:30pm, 5:30pm & 8:30pm •November
15- SUN: 2:30pm & 5:30pm & 8:30pm
Box office hours:
The box office opens on-site on Tuesday, the
week of the show.
Non-show days: Tues-Sun: 10am – 6pm
On show days open 10am – 9pm
For more information, check out the Cirque
Italia website: www.cirqueitalia.com.

Vaping’s rights, future of industry headline convention
By Zach Warner
Take a short drive through most
any community in the Metroplex
and it’s easy to stumble upon multiple shops specializing in electronic
cigarette products.
But despite the evident growth
in business for the phenomenon
known as “vaping,” consumers of
the product just hope the convenience and ease of purchasing vapor
cigarettes doesn’t go up in smoke.
With underage use versus overtaxed merchandise a hot topic
across the country in recent years --something yet to be settled in many
state legislatures --- the American
Vaping Convention arrived at the
Irving Convention Center last week
with the hopes of educating enthusiasts and the mass public alike on
what E-cigarettes are all about.
“I think it’s important that we
create the awareness that we’re
not smoking,” said Austin Hopper,
co-founder of Revol Vapors and
co-promotor of the convention that
took place Oct. 23-25. “Our lives are
getting better as a result of vaping.
It’s not the other way around.
“The vape community in Texas
is better than any in any other state
I’ve ever been to,” he said. “I think
the $40,000 that we raised (at the
event) for advocacy to hire a lobbyist
for the state of Texas is living proof
of that. All the vendors and consumers came together.”
With nearly 100 vendors, from
places as far as California and Tennessee and as close as right down
the block, vaping companies displayed their many unique styles and
equipment. Diverse choices allow
customers a chance to vape an E-liquid that ranges in smells from traditional tobacco to menthols, fruits or
chocolates.
And though there was plenty of
fun, such as a mechanical bull and
prize giveaways, the crowd of customers that swelled to about 1,600
on Saturday after a rain-drenched

Friday start was also made aware of
the challenges they face as vaping
consumers.
“We really try to fight for advocacy and consumerism,” said Gabriel
Benson, co-founder of the convention. “We had several advocacy
groups on hand. They’re people who
are fighting for vapers’ rights and
talking about the truth about vaping.
“They’re hoping to turn public
perceptions around and make sure
it’s hopefully going in the right direction, just fighting some of the
mistruths that are out there.”
While opponents of electronic
cigarettes believe E-cigarettes could
pose similar health risks as regular
cigarettes to its users, supporters of
the products say research is already
out there that proves otherwise.
American health authorities are
still gathering data on the effects
of vaping, which could take years.
However, the Food and Drug Administration appears ready to act in
the near future. The FDA regulates
tobacco-based products such as traditional cigarettes, and is currently
proposing extending its regulatory
power over all forms of E-cigarettes.
Other countries are coming up
with findings that vapers believe
should ease U.S. health agency concerns. Hopper said health departments in the European Union say
vapor cigarettes are 95 percent safer
than combustible cigarettes.
“They know that our lungs are
clearing up, but the U.S. doesn’t,”
he said. “Even though we pay a tremendous amount of taxes, they’re
not using those for research dollars.
I’m all for regulations and all those
things in the vaping community, but
I think we need to do it responsibly,
just like everything else.
“I think we’ve had a burst as far as
evolution (of the product) goes, but
I think we’re up against some pretty
harsh legislation that doesn’t understand what vaping is.”

The biggest proposed bill is HR
2058, which would push for the
FDA to finalize its regulatory efforts of E-cigarettes and back date
all similar type products produced
since 2007, making their sales illegal until FDA approval.
Schell Hammel, owner of four
local ‘Vapor Bar’ vaping shops and
advocacy representative of the Texas chapter of the Smoke-Free Alternatives Trade Association (SFATA),
continues to push Washington and
Austin for fair legislation. She’s also
helped negotiate a state bill to ensure vaping isn’t sold to youth under
age 18.
“We as responsible business owners want to keep these out of the
hands of minors,” she said of the bill
that went into effect Oct. 1. “We’re
being responsible and making sure
that our consumers are being responsible.”
Speaking at the event was Dimitris “The Vaping Greek” Agrafiotis,
a nationally-known vaping defender and spokesman. The event was a
chance to show the public that vaping is a healthy alternative to smoking, he said.
“We’re trying to help people quit
smoking,” Agrafiotis said. “It’s not
so much about the lifestyle or to
attract a new generation of nicotine-addicts. It’s to convert the existing smokers, especially those who
have failed with other methods to
quit smoking. The patches and gums
have not worked for them. Here we
have another option for them.”
Patrick Riffe of the Vaping Militia
pointed out that over 480,000 people die each year due to traditional
smoking-related illnesses. Although
strict regulations proposed on vaping could cost the industry some
money, there’s a more important
focus.
“There’s a lot of money in this
game,” Riffe said. “Obviously we
aren’t about the money. It just depends on whose agenda is most important. And saving lives should be.”

viding Irving residents with temporary assistance and training to promote self-sufficiency. “It’s a hand up
not a hand out” is their motto; one
they have remained true to along
with their original mission in the Irving community since 1957.
“We are very proud of Healthcare
Associates and the way they have
chosen to support the community,”
Story said. “The event they put on is
high caliber and lots of fun. If they
decide to do it again another year,
we encourage everyone to attend,

because it’s a great party and Irving
Cares always needs the help of the
community to be able to meet the
needs of others.
“The requests for assistance of
Irving Cares are as high as they
have ever been, so it takes all kinds
of partners to be able to meet that
need. We are very thankful to
Healthcare Associates, to all of their
vendors, their customers and employees who did all the work to put
on such a great event to benefit Irving Cares,” she said.

Lucky
Continued from Page 1

A legitimate casino night with
dealers and professional poker tables presented a serious prize.
“The grand prize is a bracelet
that reads ‘Ace in the hole 2015.’ All
black diamonds with a retail value of
$3,000. This is a serious poker tournament,” Anderson said.
Nearly forty items were auctioned
off, all donated from either those
who work for Healthcare Associates of Irving or healthcare equipment providers who were able to
bring in sports memorabilia with
authentic signatures. From baskets
full of alcohol to makeup, vacation
getaways and sporting event tickets
with excellent seating were open for
bidding.
The sponsors for the auctioned
items and cash donations came
from a milieu of institutions ranging from insurance agencies to law
firms and a banking institution.
“We had a few big cash underwriters like Core Chiropractic which was
one of the big underwriters,” Anderson said. “They sponsored and
underwrote the events of most that
we take in tonight, and it’s going to
be direct charitable donations to
Irving Cares. Healthcare Associates
in McKinney and Healthcare Associates in Coppell participate too. We
want to give back to the community,
and this is how we chose to do so.”
Irving Cares is dedicated to pro-

Jennifer Walters and Dr. Mark Anderson take a moment to chat during the Hogs and
Hearts fundraiser. / Photo by Julia Telligman

Eric Peterson of Irving’s own Longhorn Vapor and Dimitris “The Vaping Greek” Agrafiotis
present a check to Schell Hammel of Smoke-Free Alternatives Trade Association (SFATA)
to help fight for vapors’ rights. / Courtesy photo
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commission me to do the artwork
for new churches. Every time I come
to these I see the same vendors and
a lot of the same community; it’s so
marvelous to see people once a year
and catch up on everything,” she
said.
The Diocese of Dallas also attracts
different avenues of businesses who
work for a greater cause, like Colores del Pueblo, which sold intricate
handmade cultural works of art.
Deborah Brown discussed the event
and why she chose to represent Colores del Pueblo at the conference.
“What Colores del Pueblo does is
work with Mayan women in Guatemala, and by paying them a fair
wage we are helping them to rise
above the cycle of poverty and earn
a fair living. It also has the added
benefit of promoting the traditional crafts like weaving. The Catholic
Church has been a great supporter
of fair trade and social justice and
that’s why we come to different
Catholic events and that’s why we
are here,” she said.
Samuel Argumaniz, a ministry
development strategist who served
as a speaker and exhibitor at the
conference, explained the overall
experience participants are exposed
to over the weekend.
“In the exhibit hall, you have
people who are working in support
of the church and various kinds of
ministries, the pro-life cause, all of

these ministries gather here. Literally, they travel to different conferences and there is this sense of collegiality and community. You have
youth ministries, those who support
the work of ministries come together here. I remember when I was just
an exhibitor and performer, before I
worked for the diocese, and reconnecting with people. It’s a great way
that we do ministry and fellowship,”
he said.
As a whole, the conference hopes
to keep the vibrant spark of Catholicism alive and spread more awareness of the Catholic faith, as well as
giving Catholic businesses opportunities for promotion. It is as much a
cultural taste as it is an educational
event, where one not only learns
different modes of worship and celebration but also brings people face
to face with others who share similar interests and see things through
more-or-less the same lens of life.
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Jazz, food and friends make potluck unforgettable
By Matthew Pedersen
The Irving International Women’s Consortium recently hosted its
ninth annual International Food
For Thought potluck at Jack E.
Singley Academy. As severe rains
pounded outside on Thursday, Oct.
22, inside the warm social gathering brought together local business
leaders and artists with people who
have benefited through the organization’s work.
“We want to expose people to
foods and cultural conditions from
all over the place,” Cynthia Brink,
IIWC board member and chair for
the 2015 International Food For
Thought, said. “We have henna
painters; we have flower arrangers;
and sometimes we have Japanese,
or Mexican, or Indian [food]. It
could be anything. We have some
jazz going on tonight as well.
“This is a real community effort.
The North Lake College Jazz Band
is here. Then we have community
members who volunteered their
time to come. We’re really pleased
every year to have people who support us enough to give up their
time,” she said.
IIWC Founder, Christina Winters
Gears, discussed the importance of
helping immigrant women become
certified to work professionally in

the United States.
“We work with women from other
countries who come here with degrees from their country, but they
need to get certified,” Gears said.
“There’s a difference between the
certification of these degrees between their countries and the United States. So we hook them up with
North Lake College and the counselors there let them know exactly what
classes to take to get their degrees
certified here in the U.S.
“If they’re a dentist in Pakistan, or
pharmacist, there are courses that
they have to take. Sometimes they
have to take an extra year of college
to work in that profession here in
the United States. So we help them
with that. While we were doing that,
we found that some women needed
some financial help, so we started to raise money to give away in
scholarships every year. So we give
away four $1,000 scholarships, and
they’re awarded at the IIWC’s Purse
Auction in April.”
Over 40 scholarships have been
given to women in need, thanks to
the IIWC, and their actions have
helped over 4,500 women achieve
higher education in the United
States.
The potluck dinner was prepared
by culinary students attending Sin-

The Irving Police Department’s
Victim Services Unit received the
‘Excellence in Victim Services
Award’ – Medium Sized Agency
at the International Association of
Chiefs of Police (IACP) annual conference in Chicago this week. The
award recognizes agencies that best
exemplify an organizational philosophy of placing victims at the center
of their problem-solving efforts, utilizing effective partnerships, training methods and performance monitoring tools to enhance response to
victims of crime. Three awards were
given, one for each agency category:
small, medium and large, deter-

mined by the number of sworn officers within the department.
The department submitted a detailed application to the IACP, in
consideration of this year’s award,
based upon the services provided
through the Irving Family Advocacy Center. Their efforts seek to
promote a coordinated response for
victims of crime by bringing together victim services staff, law enforcement officers, forensic interviewers, Child Protective Services and
a therapy department. The Victim
Services Unit contacts an average of
3,500 crime victims a year to provide crisis counseling, safety plan-

Women from the surrounding area gathered at the the Irving International Women’s Consortium for the ninth annual Food for Thought
potluck at Singley Academy. / Photo by Matthew Pedersen
gley Academy, as well as a number
of local restaurants. Ann Lowrie and
Jared Cappers, two teachers in Singley Academy’s culinary program
led their students in preparing the
deserts for the evening’s meal.
“One of our most requested deserts was the sopapilla cheesecake,
which is a mixture of cream cheese
and sugar and some other ingredients, between two pieces of crispy
dough, with some cinnamon sugar
on top.” Cappers said.
Also providing entertainment
alongside the North Lake College
Jazz Band was Melody “Afi” Bell, a
former Dallas teacher who has gone
on to become a successful Griot, an
African storyteller, musician, and

IPD Victim Services Unit recognized

SOURCE Klement Ice Cream Vendors

female and cultural empowerment
to those in attendance at the IIWC’s
International Food for Thought potluck.

Barking
Continued from Page 1

wonderful.
“We have a lot of exciting plans
coming up in 2016. We have our
Walk-A-Thon coming up in April,
and on July 16 we will have our
Clear the Shelters Event. That’s an
adoption special that’s actually nationwide, where all the shelters get
together and do free adoptions for
that one day.”

Clear the Shelter has reportedly
been a huge success in past years,
partnering up over 400 different
animal shelters. The 2015 Clear the
Shelters Event, which took place on
Aug. 15, helped to bring 20,000 animals nationwide out of shelter care
and into forever homes. Over 6,000
of these pets were adopted in the
DFW area.

ning, risk assessment, criminal justice and victim rights information,
VINE registration assistance, Crime
Victims’ Compensation assistance,
information and referrals.
Victim
Services
Supervisor
Heather Koval attended the conference and accepted the award on
behalf of the entire team. The Irving
Police Department is honored to
have been selected for this award
which recognizes the important
function of victim services in law enforcement.
Source Irving Police Department

Travis Middle School student
inducted into academic hall of fame
Caleb Guevara, a student at Travis Middle School, was inducted
into the Straight A Hall of Fame
on Oct. 21, which inducts (20) A
Honor Roll students across the
Klement Ice Cream Vendors’ client
schools each grading period.
Each inductee is presented with
a framed certificate and a $50
Walmart gift card. The Straight
A Hall of Fame award aims to encourage and recognize student’s academic achievements. The program
reaches across Klement Ice Cream
Vendors’ North Texas client schools
and is designed to bring academics
to the forefront and reward dedicated students. Caleb is the first Travis Middle School student inducted this year into the Hall of Fame.

poet. With over 15 years of experience she has reached hundreds of
people across the Metroplex and
took time to share her message of

Can we keep her? Guests of the Black Collar fundraiser mingled with cats and dogs
looking for forever homes. / Photo by John Starkey

Caleb Guevara is one of 20 students in North Texas who were inducted into the Straight
A Hall of Fame, supported by Klement Ice Cream Vendors. / Courtesy photo

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend in your home
Nina

Hi. They call me Nina. Can we talk? I’m looking for a forever
home. I am a 1 year old, sweet energetic young girl, who is getting
a late start on this forever home thing. Therefore, for now, I will
do best in a home without other pets, or small children. I love
meeting new people. I’m eager to please, and cannot wait to have
a new family of my own. So if you have room in your home and
heart, come on down and let’s meet.

OPEN

Tuesday - Friday
11am - 6 pm
Saturday
10 am - 5 pm

LOCATION

Subscribe
to the

Rambler
972-870-1992

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, TX 75038
972-721-7788

www.DFWHumane.com

Dennis

Hi my name is DENNIS and I am NOT a menace. I am an
awesome 4 year old, neutered male with very handsome
Blue fur. I was rescued from an over crowded shelter
and brought here to find a forever home. I love to hang
out with all the cats in this beautiful cat room. I promise
when you come by you will see what a loving playful guy
I am . See you soon.

ADOPT a new family member today! DONATE if you can not adopt!
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OBITUARIES
Derol
Todd
Derol Todd, beloved father,
grandfather and great-grandfather
died on Tuesday,
October 27, 2015
and is resting
peacefully in
the palm of
God’s hand.
He had lived
in Chandler
Retirement
Apartments in
San Antonio
for the last eight years, but previously had lived in Irving, Texas for 58
years. Derol grew up in south Austin
and attended Austin High where he
won a state UIL award in theater.
He went on to the University of Texas where he excelled on the debate
team. He graduated from UT School
of Law in 1940. After completing his
service in the Army Air Corps during
World War II, Derol moved to Ft.

Worth to work for Aetna Casualty
and Surety as a claims supervisor.
While acting in the Little Theater at
First United Methodist Church, he
met the love of his life, Theda Cook,
to whom he was married for over 60
years. They spent 58 of those years in
Irving, Texas where they raised their
family. They were active members
of First United Methodist Church
where Derol taught the Homebuilders adult Sunday school class for 49
years. After retiring from Aetna’s
office in Dallas, Derol spent the last
10 years of his work life with the law
firm of Bailey and Williams. He and
Theda spent a number of years of
their retirement traveling both in
the US and internationally. Since
moving from Irving to Morningside
Ministries at Chandler Estate in San
Antonio in 2007, Derol was an active member of the resident community and especially loved performing
with the readers’ theater group, The
Chandler Players. He was preceded
in death by his parents, his brother

William H. Todd, Jr, and his beloved wife, Theda. He is survived
by his daughter, Gail T. Raney and
her husband, Marc of San Antonio; his son, David Derol Todd and
his wife, Bonnie Bell of Ashland,
OR; three granddaughters: Julia R.
Rodriguez and her husband, Eric
of San Antonio; Ann R. Stoltz and
her husband, Brad of Dallas; and
Trpti Vanessa Todd of Sebastopol,
CA; four adoring great-grandsons
and many friends who loved and
admired him. Derol was a remarkable human being, characterized by
his quiet humbleness, unwavering
ethics, sharp sense of wit, resilience
and grace in difficult times, ability
to tell a story, love for reading and
writing, oratory skills, kindness to
all, and under it all, his dedication as
a faithful servant to God throughout
his life. We will all miss him dearly. Visitation will be at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home in Irving,
TX from 6:00-8:00 pm on Friday,
Nov. 6. A graveside service will be

MacArthur traffic affected by sewer repairs

The City of Coppell has closed
various lanes of MacArthur Blvd.,
north of Belt Line Road to repair a
sewer line. Crews are currently removing concrete to access the line
and make the repairs. Once the line
repairs are complete and have been
tested, concrete will be poured to fill
the holes created by the repair work.

The two left-turn lanes of southbound MacArthur north of Belt Line
Road are closed at about 500-feet
north of the intersection. Motorists
are still able to turn left onto Belt
Line, but expect traffic delays and
long lines.
At this time and barring no delays, the work is anticipated to be

complete in about two weeks. Please
remember that this is a work zone.
Please observe all warning signs and
drive safely. Motorists should remain alert and be prepared to stop.
Motorists are advised to find alternate routes during this time.
SOURCE City of Coppell

MOVIE REVIEWS

Chef’s race for Michelin stars
drives emotional film

By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: A chef who destroyed
his career with drugs and diva behavior cleans up and returns to London, determined to redeem himself
by spearheading a top restaurant
that can gain three Michelin stars.
Review: Some of the more entertaining reality competition shows
revolve around the world of professional chefs. They are full of personalities with inflated egos, intense
obsessive natures, and an inherent
need to succeed at any cost. Burnt
is a film that takes all of those elements, amps them up by ten, and offers us a wildly engaging and deeply
emotional story about one such fictional chef.
Adam Jones (Bradley Cooper)
has been off the culinary radar for
years. Many of his associates and
friends figure him to be dead or
strung out somewhere in a drunken
stupor. Jones was one of the most

talented and respected chefs in Paris before falling off the grid. He had
already earned two Michelin stars; a
feat few ever obtain.
When he returns, clean and sober, determined to give it a go once
more he has lots to prove; especially to himself. He hand picks a gang
of kitchen mates, takes over a faltering London restaurant, and begins
his climb back to the top.
This is Cooper’s best performance since 2012’s Silver Linings
Playbook and should easily garner
him an Oscar nod. Jones goes from
zero to sixty on the emotion-ometer in seconds and brings a high
level of intensity to the kitchen and
to his own desire for perfection.
Those around him fear him, but at
the same time, stand in admiration
of his abilities. Cooper harnesses
this rage and expertly brandishes it
in each rant. There is no doubt that
those in the culinary world have

the toughest skin of any profession.
Adam lashes out in tyrannical fits of
rage at the smallest overlooked detail. It is no wonder the food in high
end restaurants is so expensive. The
overhead to replace all the smashed
plates from crazed chefs must be astronomical.
If this film were wall to wall high
pressure drama, it would be a bit
too much to swallow. Burnt mixes
this in with some softer and even
endearing scenes of Adam when he
is not in the heat of the moment. It
makes perfect use of Cooper’s pretty
boy charm and flirtatious mannerisms. You like him, and he manages to get you to care for Jones as
well. This is a talented guy trying to
overcome some bad decisions. Yes
he drives his employees with fury,
but you sort of understand. They
do not seem to mind so why should

ment, shaking their hind ends and
curly tails. Lucas even joined in,
adding a little twist to their moves.
“I just joined the center a few
weeks ago,” she said. “This is great,
I love this type of activity.”
Lucas lives in North Oak Cliff, but
spends a lot of time in Irving.
She said her pugs enjoy being
around people and other dogs, and
they proved it jumping around and
giving out free “kisses.”
“They’re very social,” Lucas said.
Gremlin won third place for his
tail wagging efforts.
If all that was not adorable
enough, next up was a cake eating
competition. Several dogs, includ-

ing the pugs and Beans, trotted onto
the stage and dove into dog-friendly
cupcakes. Beans took an early lead,
followed closely by a little girl dog
dressed in pink.
The DFW Humane Society
brought dogs and cats with them,
including a little brindle baby boy
who wanted desperately to join in
the dancing and cake eating.
The dreary weather did not keep
these dogs down. Some sat in their
owners’ laps, taking in the excitement and music. Others, like a few
small yappers, sat in tiny cages,
waiting for someone to look their
way.

See CHEF, Page 7

Pooch
Continued from Page 1

cluded competitions for best pooch
costume, best tail wagger, best talent and a cake eating contest. Judges, sitting close to the stage, took
their jobs very seriously.
Previously, Pooch Fest has been
held outdoors at the Irving Animal
Care Campus with its large dog
park. It has included dog races, photos with the Easter Bunny and dogs
of all sizes.
Donna Lucas brought her two
pugs, Mozart and Gremlin, to the
event. As the best tail wagger contest got started, music started rolling and onto the stage danced Lucas
and her boys.
They were clearly in their ele-

held at Moore Memorial Garden in
Arlington on Saturday, Nov. 7, followed by a memorial service at First
United Methodist Church in Irving
at 11:00 am. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to Morningside

Ministries at Chandler Estate, 135
West French Place, San Antonio,
TX 78212 or First United Methodist
Church of Irving, 211 W. 3rd Street,
Irving, TX 75060.

DEATH NOTICES
Louise Tomlinson Umstead
William “Bill” Carroll Watts
July 10, 1936 – Oct. 23, 2015
Apr. 29, 1943 - Oct. 26, 2015
Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242
Sammie Virginia Stephen
Oct. 5, 1923 - Oct. 22, 2015
Dorothy Mason
Feb. 8, 1928 - Oct. 23, 2015

Patricia “Patsy” Gũt
Oct. 14, 1926 - Oct. 26, 2015
Derol Todd
Dec. 29, 1917 - Oct. 27, 2015
Arrangements by
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

CLASSIFIEDS

(972) 870-1992
laurier@ramblernewspapers.net
LEGALS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL
Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive
Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties
described herein:
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, November 12, 2015, 7 p.m.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC15-0032: Approximately 3.58
acres at 1634 E. Irving Blvd. The applicant is requesting to amend the Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use recommendation from Neighborhood Enhancement to Industrial uses and to
rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-W (Commercial Warehouse) uses to
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for ML-20 (Light Industrial) district uses to allow light industrial uses.
ZONING CASE ZC15-0063: Approximately 0.66 acres at 3001 Esters Road. The applicant is
requesting to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Car Wash, Photo Drive-thru
store and C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) uses to C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) district
uses for neighborhood commercial use.
ZONING CASE ZC15-0068: Approximately 0.14 acres at 2811 Almanzor Avenue. The applicant is
requesting to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses to
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) uses to allow an asphalt-shingled roof
with a stucco house.
ZONING CASE ZC15-0069: Approximately 2.61 acres located on the east side of Carbon
Road and the northwest corner of State Highway 161 and North Belt Line Road. The applicant
is requesting to rezone the property from IP-AR (Industrial Park-Airport Related) uses to S-P-1
(Detailed Site Plan) for C-C (Community Commercial) district uses to develop the property with
a gasoline service station with a convenience store.
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions
on the zoning change request. Written response for the record may also be submitted to:
City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community Development Dept.
at the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, please
contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting
information.
This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-9738
ZONING CASE NO. ZC15-0065
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE CHILTON SMITH SURVEY,
ABSTRACT NO. 1293, AND LOCATED AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF STATE HIGHWAY
161 AND CONFLANS ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM
M-FW FREEWAY DISTRICT USE AND ML-120 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR ML-20a
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST,
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-9728
ZONING CASE NO. ZC15-0042
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS,
ADOPTED FEBRUARY 25, 1997, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC
HEALTH, SAFETY, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144,
THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS,
GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF
LAND OUT OF THE ELIJAH O. PARSONS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1135, AND LOCATED
AT 1802 HARD ROCK ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM
M-FW FREEWAY DISTRICT USE AND C-N NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT
USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE
FOR R-TH USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SUCH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND
PROVIDING A PENALTY.
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on
October 22, 2015.
BETH VAN DUYNE, MAYOR
ATTEST:
Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Charles R. Anderson, City Attorney

Donning fabulous outfits, dog parents helped their pooches chow down on dog-friendly cupcakes during the cake eating contest at
Pooch Fest. / Photo by Sahrah Bays

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NAME CHANGE, CASE NO. 15-01131 (W-304th, 188235)
To all interested parties, Petitioners Mohamed Buhari (Father) & Noorul Hudha
(Mother) filed a petition with the District Court of Dallas County, Texas, to change
the name of their child:
Current Name: HASMATH SALEEMA KUTTANAM MOHAMED BUHARI shall
henceforth be known as: HASMATH SALEEMA MOHAMED BUHARI.
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FUN & GAMES
* It was early 20th-century American
horror novelist H.P. Lovecraft who made the
following sage observation: “The oldest and
strongest emotion of mankind is fear, and
the oldest and strongest kind of fear is fear
of the unknown.”
* Those who study such things say that
Americans spend about $1.65 billion every
year on tattoos, and that 45 million Americans have at least one tattoo.
* Ancient Aztecs believed that when a
warrior died, he became a hummingbird.
* In 1974, fast-food giant Kentucky Fried

Chicken launched a new marketing campaign in their Japanese
stores. Called “Kentucky for Christmas,” it has had a lasting impact
on the habits of the Japanese. More than 40 years later, the special
fried chicken meal, which comes complete with cake and sparkling wine, is offered every Christmas. It’s so popular that those
who fail to order theirs months in advance end up waiting in line
for hours on Christmas Day to get their traditional holiday meal.
* Scientists have identified fruit flies that are genetically resistant to getting drunk. It seems the insects have a certain gene
that influences their susceptibility to the effects of alcohol; those
with the inactive version of the gene are far less likely to get drunk.
Those conducting the studies are calling the gene “happyhour.”
* The average citizen of France drinks six times as much wine as
the average American.
* You might be surprised to learn that acclaimed American author (and noted recluse) J.D. Salinger once worked as an entertainment director for a Swedish cruise line.
***
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

4. Groucho Marx
5. Brazil
6. Speaks pompously at length
7. 23 days covering about 2,200 miles
1. MOVIES: What kind of fish is Dory in “Finding Nemo”?
2. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. president served the shortest
term?
3. HISTORY: What is the earliest written system of laws known
to us?
4. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What 20th-century comedian once
said, “Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly and applying the wrong
remedies”?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest country in South America?
6. LANGUAGE: What does it mean when someone “bloviates”?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How long is the Tour de France
bicycle race?
Answers
1. Blue tang
2. William Henry Harrison served only one month in office.
3. The Code of Hammurabi (Babylonian) was inscribed around
1750 B.C.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

CLUBS
All Nations Gideons
International Club of DFW
10 A.M. Saturday mornings
2011 W. Irving Blvd. Irving, TX
Call 972-704-6572
American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.
Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Buttons & Bows Square
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
Circle I - Square
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive
God’s Helping Hands Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd.
972-704-6572 or
214-732-9263
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hebrew Torah Scrolls Frame
Sheets Club
2011 W. Irving Blvd. IRving TX 75061
972-704-6572
Saturdays at 10 AM
Irving Amateur Radio Club
Fourth Thursday of the month
7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org
Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter 214.435.9876
Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Second Tuesday each month @ 7:30 P.M.
132 E. Second St. Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600
Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall
Irving Retired School
Personnel Association
First Christain Church
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.
Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic
Women
Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.
Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC
1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch
1st & 3rd Saturdays
469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings
Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays
2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom
Beginners and Crocheters welcome
www.sticksandstrings.org
TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. 6th Street
VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a
monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate
information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s name,
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer
other advertising opportunities.
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MOVIE REVIEWS

Bullock, Thornton make odd rivals in political comedy
By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: An American woman, well-versed in political campaigns, is sent to the war-torn lands
of South America to help install
a new leader but is threatened to
be thwarted by a long-term rival.
Review: Charles Dudley Warner
said, “politics makes strange bedfellows.” Meaning of course that political interests can bring together
people who otherwise have little in
common. It can also be said that
politics makes good script fodder.
The latest being Our Brand Is Crisis in which Sandra Bullock and
Billy Bob Thornton make strange
but entertaining screen mates.
Castillo (Joaquim de Almeida) is
a Bolivian presidential candidate
with a dismal rating in the polls. He
is going to need exceptional help
and maybe a miracle if he is going
to beat out the front runner Rivera
(Louis Arcella). Castillo’s campaign
team decides to bring in American
strategist “Calamity” Jane Bodine
(Bullock). Jane is fantastic at what
she does, or was until a devastating
defeat with horrible consequences
sidelined her emotionally. She re-

luctantly agrees to join the team
only to find that Rivera has Pat Candy, Jane’s rival and nemesis, on his
side. The election now becomes personal, and Calamity Jane will stop
at nothing to see Castillo win. Best
candidate or not.
Sandra Bullock can step up in
dramatic fashion. We have no argument about that. She even has a
little gold statue on her mantle to
prove it. We love her in the romantic comedy realm, but truth be told,
she is fantastic at being vulnerable
and chaotic. She has layers of emotion that she can tap into which allows her a subtle and effective range
of character dynamic. We see a lot of
that in this one. And it balances perfectly with the sly, cat who ate the canary, persona that Thornton oozes
so effortlessly. The two do a dance
in this one that is a tango of respect
and ruthlessness.
Pat Candy is a quiet easy going
guy on the surface. The kind that
will smile and nod to your face while
the whole time picturing you in the
throes of pain and death. You never see him sweat. He always seems
to be in complete control. This is in

dire contrast to Jane’s frantic, chaotic nature. She seems close to a
nervous breakdown and you wonder if she has control of anything.
But just when you think all is lost,
she has the ability to grab a solution
from nowhere and make it fantastic.
You do not have to be a fan of
politics to enjoy the story line and
script. Yes it takes place in the political arena, but it is more about the
cunning, behind the scene tactics
of the two strategists. When Jane
comes up with the crisis brand for
Castillo’s campaign, it then becomes
a game of how to let it best serve
their agenda. Like many elections, it
is not about the right man winning it
is simply just about winning.
There are a few funny moments
in this one but not sophomoric half-witted comedy. The laughs
are pure and natural. They are well
fitted for pressure situations and
organically break the tension. It is
by definition more a lighthearted
drama. The layers of emotion come
from the solid acting of the cast.
Our Brand Is Crisis is rated R
for language including some sexual
references. It is intended for adults,

es and behind the scene discussions
that shed a bit of light on what goes
in to a night’s service. The pressure is extreme, and the competition with other chefs is undeniable.
Especially when a Michelin star is
on the line. One bad review, and it
is all over. You get the feeling that
these guys are one bad plate away
from losing their minds completely.
Burnt is rated R for language
throughout. Chefs use the F word
like butter. It is the liquid in which
all sentences are sautéed. So be pre-

pared for a lot of out bursts and volatile expletives. There is a tad bit
of violence but nothing else even
close to objectionable material. This
is a solidly written, quick edited, and
expertly directed film. The acting elevates it even higher.
I give it 3.75 out of 5 opening
nights. Loved Cooper in this role
and the Top Chef fan in me appreciated the story and peek inside the
kitchen.
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the audience. The supporting cast
rally around Cooper and create a
well-oiled ensemble. Sienna Miller, Omar Sy, Sam Keeley, and Daniel
Brühl each create differing personalities all with the same goal; help
Jones get the star. One must assume
that like most upscale kitchens, this
is how things are done and the atmosphere seems very believable.
Foodies will appreciate the attention to the art of plating, and the
style at which the dishes are created.
There are many culinary referenc-
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and the language and references are
not awkward or gratuitous. They are
true to life and situation specific. I
give it 3.5 out of 5 bus rides. I would
recommend seeing it for sure. I’m

just not convinced it is worth box
office ticket money. A cheaper matinee or wait for the rental? Not a bad
option.
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KIB, North Lake students
help YMCA Fall Festival
Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB)partnered with the Irving Family YMCA
to help make their annual Fall Festival a “Green Event” on Friday, Oct.
23.
Heavy rains forced the event
to move indoors, but that did not
dampen the spirit of the attendees
or the five North Lake College Service Learning students who volunteered. KIB provided recycling stations throughout the building, and
students helped monitor the recycling and kept the areas litter-free.
KIB had an information table with
a spinning wheel where attendees of
all ages answered questions about
recycling and the environment to
win prizes of recycled books, donated by one of KIB’s partners, the
Friends of the Irving Public Library.
Students also dressed as recycling mascot “Buddy the Blue Bag”

and joined fellow mascot Chuck E.
Cheese in line dancing and Zumba.
The theme for this year’s festival
was “DC and Marvel Comics,” so
there were many superheroes like
Batman, Spiderman and Captain
America roaming the grounds, and
even villains like Poison Ivy made an
appearance.
“Keep Irving Beautiful was excited to be invited to participate
by such a worthy organization and
great partner like the Irving Family YMCA,” KIB staff member Julie
Schmitt said. “We have been coming
to the Fall Festival event for several
years, and it’s a fun experience for
everyone who attends. Our student
volunteers enjoy seeing the children
and adults in all their costumes, and
appreciate the different types of opportunities they have to help out.”
SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful

North Lake students
receive Telemundo
scholarships

North Lake College students Andrea Ocampo (left) and Martha DeLeon (right) received
scholarships from Telemundo in collaberation with Hispanic Chambers. / Courtesy photo
Hard work, endurance and persistence are the keys to success for
two North Lake College student success stories.
Andrea Ocampo and Martha De
Leon were honored in late September with $6,000 in scholarships
from Telemundo 39/KXTX, a Spanish-language news program that
serves Dallas-Fort Worth. Ocampo
won a $5,000 scholarship, and Deleon received a $1,000 award.
Noted for her award-winning art
work, Ocampo graduated in May
from North Lake, and she currently
is pursuing an art degree at the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA).
De Leon, who is in her second year
at North Lake, plans to transfer to
UTA when she graduates next year.
Telemundo 39, which collaborates with Hispanic chambers of
commerce in greater Dallas, Irving
and Fort Worth, honors students
identified as future leaders.
Ocampo, 20, was born in Colombia and moved to the United States
with her parents when she was 10.
She had to learn English and credits North Lake with providing a firm
foundation for her success. Photography and visual arts became her
passion.
“The hard work paid off,” said Ocampo, who applied for the scholarship while studying at North Lake.
Her ceramics, paintings, drawings
and other works of art were noted
as she advanced to the League for
Innovation in the Community College’s National Student Art Competition and Exhibit. Her photograph,
“A Chromatic Perception,” was a finalist for the exhibit and was selected from among 150 pieces.
Ocampo, who is pursuing a graphic arts degree, wants to freelance or
work in graphic arts at a television
station. She is concerned about the
many negative images of women
and society’s unyielding focus on
beauty.
“I want to change the media,” Ocampo said. “I want to change perceptions to something positive. The
issue of beauty is all we talk about.
Not everyone is perfect. We are all
just people. I’m looking for fairness
in what is presented. The popular
things we are talking about in the
media are not the most important
things. We need to look deeper.”

De Leon, 21, is a full-time student
at North Lake, majoring in education. She wants to be a role model
to others including her 4-year-old
sister.
“I come from a single parent
(household), and my mother works
two jobs,” De Leon said, who is the
first in her family to attend college.
An El Salvadoran native, De Leon
received a crash course in American culture when she moved here
in 2010. She could not speak, read
or write in English. But her mother
wanted better academic opportunities for her and was confident her
daughter would succeed.
De Leon did not disappoint her.
At MacArthur High School in Irving, she was reticent and afraid
her first two years. By the time she
graduated in 2013, she was an honor student and had been accepted at
North Lake.
“I wanted to do well,” De Leon
said. “I want to teach little kids English and Spanish, so that in the future, they don’t have a hard time like
I did when I came to this country. I
worked hard. I started staying after
school to learn more. I started practicing writing. I tried to speak more
English.
“I hope to inspire others. I want
them to see what I did and see that
they can do it for themselves,” she
said.
Earlier this year, representatives
from Telemundo began filming Ocampo and De Leon on the North
Lake campus. Their achievements
highlight the work of immigrants
who faced seemingly insurmountable odds while pursuing a degree
after high school, said Leticia Rodriguez, an executive assistant at Telemundo.
Lynda Edwards, dean of educational partnerships at North Lake,
said both students overcame incredible odds after moving here from
other countries.
“They learned English and made
the adjustment here when they were
not little children so, in a short time,
they accomplished a lot,” Edwards
said. “They had determined attitudes, worked hard and wanted careers that support them, their families and their communities. They’re
very humble.”
SOURCE Dallas County Community College
District
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