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MAKING SALES: Students experience entrepreneurial market place by making and selling items at business fair.
/Photo by Tricia Sims

Competitors at the Dallas Invitational Judo Championships go all in to win big prizes.  /Photo by Sara Coello

Family & Friends coming?
They  will love the Jefferson Street Bed and Breakfast Inn

512 S Jefferson St., Irving 75060

www.IrvingBnB.com - 214-212-6501

By Tricia Sims
The Humanist Academy 

of Irving held a children’s 
business fair to showcase 
the student’s latest entre-
preneurship learning. The 
school was founded last year 
and teaches in a non-tradi-
tional way.

“We don’t do report 
cards or traditional grades 
here,” said Vijay Shah, di-
rector and co-founder of 
the school. “All the students 
have to show the commu-
nity what they are learning. 

By Sara Coello
The Irving Convention 

Center drew a record 481 
competitors to the 52nd an-
nual Dallas Invitational 
Judo Championships on 
Nov. 18, according to Ken 
Scialo, the tournament or-
ganizer and an Eastside 
Dojo instructor.

“It’s been growing in pop-
ularity,” Scialo said.

Men and women of all 
ages milled around the five 
competition mats, which 
were surrounded by metal 

By Tina Marquez
Various churches across 

the United States, including 
North Irving Baptist Church 
(NIBC), opened their doors 
to collect gift-filled shoe-
boxes for children in need 
through Operation Christ-
mas Child (OCC) from Nov. 
13 through Nov. 20. 

According to Pastor Brian 
Hale, NIBC has been a drop 
off location for OCC boxes 
for nearly 15 years.

“I have been involved 
with the ministry since the 
90’s when I collected box-
es in the church I pastored 
in South East Texas,” Hale 
said. “We had ‘parking par-
ties’ here for several years 
and became more involved 
by being a drop off location 

Every six weeks we have an 
exhibition of what they are 
learning.”

For the last six weeks, 
the students have been on 
a knowledge quest about 
entrepreneurship. They 
presented their findings in 
a business fair on Saturday, 
Nov. 18.

“It’s just like real life,” 
Shah said. “If you are a busi-
ness owner, you have an ex-
hibition of your product, so 
that same idea is applied 
here. The learning is just 

so real. When you put the 
learning in their hands and 
you don’t try to tell them 
this is what you have to 
learn now because you are 
this age, they love it.”

The academy had five ex-
perts in the business field 
speak to the children for the 
quest. They discussed busi-
ness strategies and tips.

“Two of them did really 
prestigious MBA programs 
and three of them are entre-

Children’s business fair shows 
entrepreneurial learning

barriers as well as a few lay-
ers of family members and 
fellow competitors. Coach-
es and teammates huddled 
behind the judges’ tables, 
which displayed electronic 
scoreboards and the occa-
sional paper “Choking Al-
lowed” sign.

The tournament’s 
$21,000 Olympic division 
prize fund likely contributed 
to the large number of com-
petitors. The tournament is 
allowed $1,000 for awards 
for the winners of each di-

vision, as well as $300 and 
$200 for second and third 
places, respectively.

“We’re the only tourna-
ment to give away that kind 
of prize money,” Scialo said. 
“That’s unprecedented.”

The tournament was 
special for West Lake Judo 
Club competitor Brice 
Fournier for another rea-
son. The French software 
engineer, who moved to 

Shoeboxes carry gifts 
of hope around world

for area churches, business, 
and individuals.”

Donating soccer balls is a 
great favorite. 

“For the last couple 
of years, we have been 
working to include a soc-
cer balls and hand pump in 
boxes,” Hale said. “I decid-
ed to do that after reading 
an article about how kids 
will make anything into a 
soccer ball to play their fa-
vorite game. I have a church 
friend who gets the balls 
cheap, and we order the 
pumps online. These are 
what we call ‘wow’ gifts be-
cause they are so exciting to 
kids who love the sport but 
never thought they would 
own their own ball.

“We get videos online and 

on DVD of the kids getting 
the boxes. They love just the 
idea of getting such a thing 
and wonder at how some-
one could love them who 
has never seen them. Sto-
ries from the field of those 
who have handed these 
boxes out let you know that 
first, they get there; and sec-
ond, they have the desired 
impact.”

Operation Christmas 
Child does have certain 
guidelines, and requires an 
additional $9 fee to send the 
box. 

“We have shoeboxes at 
the church starting in Au-
gust,” he said. “I suggest 
collecting throughout the 

Competitors bring top 
form to judo tournament

North Lake College (NLC) 
has been designated as a 
Military Friendly® School 
for the eighth year in a row. 

The Military Friend-
ly Schools designation is 
awarded to colleges, uni-
versities, and trade schools 
committed to embracing 
military students and to 
dedicating resources to en-
sure their success in the 
classroom and after gradu-
ation. Designation is based 
on the institution’s survey 
responses, along with its 
ability to meet minimum 
thresholds for student re-
tention, graduation, job 
placement, and more. Each 
year, schools taking the 
survey must meet higher 
standards than in previous 
years.

North Lake College 
earned its 2017 Military 
Friendly® status based on 
the criteria above and ex-

ceeding standards in areas 
including academic policies 
and compliance, admis-
sions and orientation, and 
military student support 
and retention. 

“Being designated a ‘Mil-
itary Friendly’ college is in-
credible,” Horace Ragler 
Jr, NLC Veterans Affairs 
Coordinator, said. “As a 
college dedicated to help-
ing our veteran community, 
we are honored. To us, it’s 
more than an award. It is 
an affirmation of the entire 
college’s commitment to ed-
ucating and supporting vet-
erans 

Awarded by Victory Me-
dia, the Military Friendly 
Schools designation and list 
provides service members 
transparent, data-driven 
ratings about post-military 
education and career op-
portunities. 

SOURCE Dallas County 
Community College District

North Lake College named 
Military Friendly School
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By Tricia Sims
The Irving Schools Foun-

dation hosted the seventh 
annual Legacy Gala on Fri-
day, Nov. 17, raising a total 
of $803,000 in funds for 
the Irving ISD students and 
teachers. 

“I really am totally hum-
bled by the people in the 
community who continue to 
support every year and who 
always remember the needs 
of the foundation,” said 
Connie Dunn, chair of the 
Legacy Gala. “They allow us 
to offer these opportunities 
for these students.”

“This is a dream come 
true,” Crystal Scanio, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Irving 
Schools Foundation, said.

Near the end of the eve-
ning, the gala raised a to-
tal of $489,000, but then 
Superintendent Dr. Parra 
presented the organization 
a check from the IISD staff 
for $313,164.

“The money goes to 
grants to fund our students 
going on field trips, schol-
arships, school supplies, or 
uniforms,” Scanio said. “A 
lot of our students can’t af-
ford any of that. About 80 
percent of our students rely 
on free and reduced lunch, 
which means they fall under 
the poverty line, so we have 
a huge need. We ask the 
community to help us and 
all the proceeds raised help 
Irving ISD students.

“However the communi-
ty can participate, we just 
ask them to participate and 
raise money. Since we start-
ed we have raised about 3 
and a half million.” 

“Our need just kept in-
creasing with our students,” 
she said. “Unfortunately 
the need just keeps increas-
ing. But we never thought 
it would grow to what it is 
now, it has just grown and 
grown.”

During the Gala, the Ir-
ving Schools Foundation 
presented Nora and John 

McCay the Legacy award.
“We pick people who 

have really helped us along 
the way to get to where we 
are,” Scanio said. “John 
McCay is actually our MC 
for our special event called 
‘Breakfast with the Stars’ 
which happens in April. It 
is our scholarship breakfast. 
He has been our MC for 13 
years now.”

“He has devoted many, 
many hours of support by 
being an MC for events for 
the Irving Schools foun-
dation,” Dunn said. “He is 
a newscaster on Channel 
8 News. He has led many 
programs for us. Nora has 
also been involved in a lot of 
community events.”

The theme of the gala, 
‘Celebrate America,’ was 
chosen to showcase the 
American culture. The gala 
chooses a different coun-
try every year to showcase 
the variety of cultures in 
the school district. Other 
countries represented have 
included France, Rio, Bolly-
wood, South America, Rus-
sia, and Madagascar. 

“Since it was my year 
to be a chair, I thought 
‘Wouldn’t it be great to do 
America?’” Dunn said. “We 
tried to think of everything 
American. We wanted to 
represent our students in 
the school district as a part 
of the community and a 
part of the American Heri-
tage. Then we just came up 
with everything American. 
We wanted to have all those 
symbols here.” 

Joy Goodwin dressed up 
as iconic American actress 
Marilyn Monroe. 

“The gala was fabulous 
and so beautiful,” Goodwin 
said. “I loved all the dancing 
people who came up. We 
had such a great time. They 
did such a great job and it 
was so fun.” 

The theme for next year is 
‘A Night in Bangkok.’ 

ALL-AMERICAN GOOD TIME: Irving Independent School District principals and teachers kick up their heels to music from 
different American decades.  Lindsey Sanders, principal of John Haley Elementary, and Jason Barnett, principal of Brown Elementary, kick off 
the faculty performance with a dance from the Roaring '20s (Left). Adriana Rico, principal of Britain Elementary and Angel Rico, principal of 
T.J. Lee elementary pair together bringing a 1980s country western dance to the audience (Right). These performances were a part of the 
'Celebrate America' theme of the 2017 Legacy Gala hosted by the Irving Schools Foundation on Saturday, Nov. 18./Photos by Tricia Sims

Legacy Gala celebrates America, education

WASHINGTON – The 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment awarded $5.024 
billion on Nov. 17 to help 
hard-hit areas in the State of 
Texas to recover from Hur-
ricane Harvey. The grant 
announced by the Trump 
Administration is provided 
through HUD’s Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant – Disaster Recovery 
(CDBG-DR) Program and 
will support the repair of 
damaged homes, business-
es and critical infrastructure 
in the State. HUD Deputy 
Secretary Pamela Hughes 
Patenaude and Governor 
Greg Abbott made the an-

nouncement during a news 
conference in Austin.

“As President Trump has 
said from the beginning, the 
whole federal family is with 
the people of Texas to help 
them recover from this dev-
astating storm as quickly as 
possible,” HUD Secretary 
Ben Carson said. “HUD will 
work with Governor Abbott 
and his staff to do whatever 
is needed to rebuild dam-
aged homes and to restore 
shuttered businesses in 
some of the hardest-hit ar-
eas of the State.”

Governor Abbott added, 
“The urgency with which 

our federal partners are 
addressing the needs of 
Texans following Harvey 
is exactly what is needed 
to help them rebuild their 
lives,” Governor Abbott 
said. “I thank Secretary 
Carson, Deputy Secretary 
Patenaude, and the Trump 
Administration for working 
on behalf of Texans who 
have been hardest hit and 
in need of immediate aid. 
Our goal from the start has 
been work in conjunction 
with federal and local lead-
ers to help Texans repair 
and rebuild as quickly as 
possible, and this funding 

is a good start that brings us 
one step closer to achieving 
that goal.”

“Texans hit hardest by 
Hurricane Harvey face un-
precedented hurdles as 
they rebuild their homes 
and businesses, and these 
funds will help them move 
forward after the storm,” 
Sen. John Cornyn said. “I’m 
grateful for the support Tex-
as has received from Secre-
tary Carson, and I look for-
ward to continuing my work 
with Senator Cruz, the Tex-

HUD provides $5 billion to help Texas 
recover from hurricane Harvey
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Help Lions Fill the Truck
Irving Noon Day Lions help Irving Cares

Join us at Cost Plus, 504 N O’Connor, Saturday 
December 2 from 10 am to 3 pm and bring 

non-perishable food for Irving Families.

Where there is a need there is a Lion!
Irving Noon Day Lions have been serving the Irving Community 

since 1957.  Our primary focus is vision screening for IISD school 
students and providing for the needy citizens of the area.  We meet 

Wednesdays at noon at the Golden Corral on South Belt Line.

For information contact Keith Murray 979-492-7310

2017 Annual
Irving Super Lunch

Together . . . We Can!!

Spec ia l  Guest  Speaker

Jerry Jones
Tuesd ay,  December  12 ,  2017

11: 0 0 a m -  1:30  pm
I r v i n g  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r

www.muradauctions.net/superlunch2017

preneurs,” Shah said. “A lot 
of the time when you think 
about school, you think why 
am I learning these things 
and it seems irrelevant. We 
really try to bridge that gap 
and change that.”

The children learned the 
business quest through the 
traveling island concept. 
Each week the teachers 
would go through a differ-
ent island of business.

“Basically we had these 
ships, and they would go 
to these islands to get to 
the next step in the quest,” 
Shah said. “The first island 
was Motivation Island. In 
Motivation Island, we dis-
cussed what they love to do 
and how they could use that 
to help others and how you 
could make money from it.

“Then they went to Mar-
ket Island to make surveys 
and test out the market and 
the customer’s. Then they 
went to Identity Island, 
where they tried to figure 
out their brand and their 
logo, and create an identity 
for their business. The next 
island was about the unit 

economics, the sub cost and 
the variable cost. They were 
trying to wrap their heads 
around it. It was really fun.

“The last few islands were 
Hiring Island, Competition 
and Substitutions Island. 
There they learned what 
you would do about the 
competition,” he said. 

There were a total of 30 
booths at the children’s 
business fair. Five of the 
booths were hosted by in-
vited guests while the others 
were overseen by students 
ranging in age from 5 to 12.

“I really can’t put into 
words how amazing this 
experience has been,” Shah 
said. “It is amazing to see 
these children working and 
being really excited.”

Fourth grader Anya Gup-
ta offered several products 
for sale made from color pa-
per and beads such as vases 
and gift tags. She also sold 
candle holders made from 
old CDs.

“One day I opened a 
drawer and was like ‘Mom 
why do we have so many 
CDs,’ and then a week lat-

er, I got the news we were 
having a children’s business 
fair,” Anya said. “I thought 
why don’t I make some-
thing out of these. We were 
searching online and found 
candles, and then I thought, 
why don’t we just make can-
dle holders.” 

Anya said she learned a 
lot about entrepreneurship 
and had a good time doing 
it. 

“It was exciting to learn 
about it all,” Anya said. 
“Learning about everything 
through the island was real-
ly fun.”

At the end of the business 
fair, the children were pre-
sented with awards. There 
were three categories with 
two awards per category. 
The categories included 
Most Original Idea, Highest 
Business Potential, and Best 
Presentation.

“Our vision is you should 
not go to school to get a test 
score or a grade, but you 
should find your calling and 
change the world,” Shah 
said. “This quest really hits 
that in the head.”

Blood Donation
December 2, noon-6 p.m.

The Carter Bus will be 
parked at the south en-
trance near Las Lupes 
Restaurant. The blood do-
nations will benefit the chil-
dren who are treated at Tex-
as Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children. 

Harp Concert at Cozby 
Library (Coppell)
December 2, 2 p.m.

You are invited to stop 
by the Cozby Library and 
Community Commons, 177 
N. Heartz Road in Coppell 
to enjoy a free Christmas 
concert. Take a break from 
the hustle and bustle to en-
joy the musical stylings of 
HarpEssence. Professional 
musicians, with an impres-
sive array of training and 
experience, HarpEssence 
performs at various events 
across the Dallas/Fort 

Worth area. The ensemble, 
directed by Susan Koskelin, 
features Coppell residents 
Grace Johnson and Lin-
da Mudd, as well as Joan 
McCord. Relax and enjoy 
light refreshments while 
listening to the exquisite 
sounds of four grand harps 
performing Christmas fa-
vorites. 

Holiday Extravaganza 
December 2, 4 PM - 6:30 PM 

The Holiday Extravagan-
za is a two-part event, fea-
turing a community parade 
through the Heritage Dis-
trict followed by a tree light-
ing ceremony outside of Ir-
ving City Hall. The fun will 
begin at 4 p.m. when the 
parade winds through the 
streets of downtown Irving, 
featuring floats, bands, and 
community organizations. 
Immediately following the 
parade, head to Irving City 
Hall for the official lighting 
of the City of Irving’s tree. 
The festivities include a hol-
iday stage show with dance, 
music, and a special appear-
ance by Santa Claus. Enjoy 
carols and more as we count 
down to the lighting of the 
tree and a fireworks display.

Holiday Open House
December 8, 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Irving Arts Center spar-
kles with the magical sights 
and sounds of Christmas. At 
this annual extravaganza, 
attendees are treated to stilt 
walkers, jugglers, Sculpture 
Garden train rides, refresh-
ments and performances 
featuring the Lone Star 
Youth Orchestra, Irving 
Chorale and Momentum 

Dance Company. The open 
house is free to attend.

Fireside Holidays
December 8, 6:00 p.m. - 
8:00 p.m.

The Four Seasons Las Co-
linas | OUTLAW Taproom 
Patio Visits with Santa, 
holiday characters, outdoor 
kids’ games, holiday train 
rides, an Elf balloon artist 
and holiday tunes. A build-
your-own hot chocolate bar, 
light bites and cocktails are 
available for purchase as 
well. Complimentary and 
open to the public.
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Freelancers 
Needed

Rambler Newspapers 
is currently seeking 

inquisitive 
individuals with experience 

in Editing, Writing, and 
Photography:

For more information call 
972-870-1992

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS MANARA ACADEMY

State Financial Accountability Rating

Manara Academy will hold a public meeting at 9:00 am on Saturday, December 16, 2017 at the Manara 
Stem Academy located at 6101 S. Collins, Arlington, TX 76018.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 
Manara Academy’s rating on the state’s financial accountability system. 

NOTICE OF HEARING

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

CLASSIFIEDS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

EMPLOYMENT

Developers II, Core HR/ Dallas, TX: Translate functional design 
specifications into functioning technical solutions. Support 
Solutions Lead with documentation of unit test cases, expected 
test results, test data requirements. Travel/relocate to various 
unanticipated locations.  Send res to Regents Consulting Group 
LLC, 4112 Swiss Ave. Dallas, TX 75204

Procurement Mngr, Irving. BBA w/ 2 yrs of in-job exp or 2 yrs of 
sales rep exp. Employer will accept any suitable combination of 
experience and/or education. Resume: HR, Botanica Wholesale 
Florist, 3208 International Dr., Irving, TX 75062.

Network Support Specialists, Coppell, TX: Install & set up Cisco 
UCS, Cisco 6332 fabric interconnect, Nexus 9330, WWPN 
pools for Ethernet traffic for virtual machines, VMotion & mngmt 
network. Travel/relocate to various unanticipated locations.  
Send res to Vejars Technologies, Inc., 722 S Denton Tap Rd., 
Coppell, TX 75019.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 

of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:

City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, December 14, 2017, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC16-0106: Approximately 0.093 acres located at 5435 N. 
MacArthur Blvd. The applicant is requesting to rezone from PUD (Planned 
Unit Development) for S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant 
with the  Attendant Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for 
On-Premises Consumption) uses to PUD (Planned Unit Development) 
for  S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for   R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant 
Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises 
Consumption) to allow a restaurant with the accessory use of the sale of 

alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption. 

ZONING CASE ZC17-0075: Approximately 0.09 acres located at 6911 
N. MacArthur Blvd. The applicant is requesting to repeal Ordinance No. 
2016-9791 for PUD (Planned Unit Development) for S-P-1 (Detailed Site 
Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of the Sale of 
Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) uses and reverting to 
PUD (Planned Unit Development) for C-C (Community Commercial) uses. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC17-
0077: Approximately 4.684 acres located at 3636 W. Northgate Drive. The 
applicant is proposing to amend the Comprehensive Plan Future Land 
Use Map from Business District to Neighborhood Commercial uses, and 
is requesting to rezone the property  from C-C (Community Commercial) 
district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-TH (Townhouse) and C-O 

(Commercial Office) uses to allow townhouse and office uses.

ZONING CASE ZC17-0080: Approximately 1.00 acre located at 10025 
N. MacArthur Blvd. The applicant is requesting to rezone from S-P-1 
(Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial), Car Wash, and 
Outside Dining uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) and Car Wash uses to add an addition to the building and 

removing outside dining uses.  

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response 

for the record may also be submitted to: 
City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 

Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community 
Development Dept. at the address listed above during normal business 
hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.
This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 

Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home

972-254-4242

Blake Baron Noble Bowden 
May 25, 1999 – Nov. 19, 

2017 
Toni Lorrine “Sis” Baker 

February 16, 1967 – Nov. 21, 
2017 

Novice D. “Nick” Nicholson 
June 19, 1944 – Nov. 21, 

2017
Dale Kendrick March 6, 1952 

– Nov. 21, 2017 
Billy E. Moore July 31, 1946 

– Nov. 23, 2017
Jackson Lane Braswell May 

10, 2017 – Nov. 26, 2017
Rebecca Sue “Lita” Ramirez 
July 6, 1946- Nov. 27, 2017 

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Ruth  Owen  App leby, 
96, passed away Friday, 
November 24, 2017 in Tyler, 

Texas. Born in Crafton, 
Texas, she was the last 
surviving child of the late 
William Oscar and Eunice 
(Early) Owen’s 11 children. 
She had six sisters and four 
brothers. In 1940 she married 
J.D. Wise. He passed away 
in 1978. She later married 
Norman Appleby in 1980 
until his death in 2002. She 
is survived by daughter 
Carolyn Wise Hylton of 
Winnsboro, Texas; two 
grandsons: Scott Steger of 
Dallas and Gary Steger of 
Orlando, Florida; great-
grandchildren: Richard, 
R o b e r t ,  J o s h u a  a n d 
Johanna; one great-great 
granddaughter Cheyanne. 
Visi tat ion and service 
will be Friday, December 
1, 2017 at Donnelly’s in 
Irving. Visitation at 1PM 
with service at 2PM. Burial 
at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens will immediately 
follow.

Ruth Owen Appleby

HUD
Continued from Page 2

as delegation, and Governor 
Abbott to ensure Texans ar-
en’t left behind.”

On Sept. 8, President 
Trump signed the Continu-
ing Appropriations Act, 
2018 and the Additional 
Supplemental Appropria-
tions for Disaster Relief Re-
quirements Act, 2017. The 
Act appropriated $7.4 bil-
lion in CDBG-DR funding 
for major disasters declared 
in calendar year 2017. To 
distribute these funds, the 
Act requires HUD to direct 
the funds to the areas most 
impacted by qualifying di-
sasters. HUD will announce 
additional grants to other 
jurisdictions as more data 
become available on the un-
met needs from other disas-
ters such Hurricane Irma, 
Hurricane Maria and the 
California fires.

In making the allocation 
to the State of Texas, HUD 
relied upon information 
from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(FEMA) and the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) 
on the number of seriously 
damaged homes lacking ad-
equate insurance and busi-
nesses that failed to qualify 

for SBA’s disaster loan pro-
gram. HUD’s analysis found 
over 230,000 homes with 
damage, approximately 
65,000 of which had serious 
damage that is not covered 
by other sources. More than 
4,000 businesses similar-
ly suffered serious damage 
from flooding that is not 
covered by insurance or 
other resources. The grant 
is designed to meet needs 
not being met by private in-
surance or other sources of 
Federal assistance. 

CDBG-DR grants support 
a wide variety of activities 
including housing rede-
velopment, business assis-
tance and infrastructure 
repair. State and local gov-
ernments are required to 
spend the majority of these 
recovery funds in “most im-
pacted” areas as identified 
by HUD. The CDBG-DR 
initiative is built upon the 
basic CDBG program, and 
HUD will shortly issue ad-
ministrative guidelines for 
use of the funds that will in-
crease grantees’ flexibility in 
addressing their long-term 
recovery needs. 

SOURCE U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development

with Excellent Awards. 
Other awards from the 

festival included:
Best Actor/Actress: Ty-

ronne Gale and Sicily Os-
borne (Bowie)

All-Star Cast: Husein Fa-
leih, Baylei Green and Alex-
andra Huffman (Houston); 
Leila Alashoor, Amanda 

A festival of middle school drama talent
Cardenas and Luz Olmos 
(Crockett); Yelitza Marca-
do, Natalia Martinez-Avalos 
and Brianna Pedraza (John-
son); Estrella Barrera, Jeff 
Gurley and Evan Smith 
(Bowie)

All-Star Tech: Vanesa 
Ceja for sound and direct-
ing (Crockett), Nolwen Ella 

for props and run crew 
(Houston), Katherine Men-
doza for lighting and sound 
(Johnson) and Analise Ro-
driguez Huerta for stage 
management (Bowie)

Honorable Mention: Sau-
gat Dhakal and Kendrick 
Manning (Houston); Annie 
Bettancourt, Kaiya Clark, 

Brandon Jimenez and Ta-
nia Leavy (Crockett); Ariel 
Ajeda, Mya Basulto, Cullen 
Caldwell, Sergio Carrillo 
and Salvador Diaz (John-
son); Amber Bustos, Itzy 
Carbajal, Alefiya Jafferji, 
Kristen Nguyen and Steven 
Nguyen (Bowie).

SOURCE Irving ISD

Four Irving ISD middle 
schools came together for 
a night of bright lights and 
drama during the district’s 
annual One-Act Play Festi-

val. After four stellar perfor-
mances, Bowie and Crockett 
walked away with the Supe-
rior Award, while Houston 
and Johnson were honored 

Travis Middle School 
students collected 3,172 
items of baby food, dia-
pers, formula and wipes 
for the Hope Supply com-
pany, which assists home-
less mothers with infants 

Travis Middle 
School gives 
back

in North Texas. The school 
held a baby food drive for 
the third consecutive year 
in the weeks leading up to 
Thanksgiving Break. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Student 
musicians make 

all-region
Congratulations goes to 

Irving ISD high school mu-
sicians who excelled in this 
year’s Texas Music Educa-
tors Association All-Region 
Full Orchestra competition. 

Nimitz senior Julian Tor-
res made 2nd chair tuba 
alternate, while the French 
horn section welcomed Ir-
ving junior Dane Riggs as 
4th chair, and sophomore 

Daniel Arriagada as 7th 
chair alternate. Heading to 
the area round are MacAr-
thur senior Colin Elmore 
as 1st chair tuba and Irving 
senior Giovanni Balderas as 
2nd chair percussion. The 
five students participated in 
a clinic and concert perfor-
mance on Nov. 18 at Nimitz 
High School.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992

Lilinoe
My name is Lilinoe, but some of my friends call me Lily. In 
Hawaiian mythology, Lilinoe means goddess of mists. My name 
fits me well as I would so enjoy playing outdoors on a misty 
day. I'm a happy, playful young girl, who nearly one year old. 
My mix is Retriever and Plott Hound, and I have the beautiful, 
smooth, mottled brindle coat of a Plott Hound. My hobbies 
include exploring, taking walks, and chilling with my humans. 
I'm eager to please, and I've learned a few commands. Come 
meet me. I will be chilling and waiting.

Saturn
Hi my name is SATURN ! I am a very handsome, 
small , 8 month old, black male . I have a cute white 
spot on my chest. I promise you I am a much happier 
guy then my picture shows. I love to be played with 
and snuggled. I can't wait to have my first forever 
home. Please come see me and I will show you that 
black cats can bring you lots of luck and love.

Houston in 2013, is not a 
United States citizen. As 
many tournaments restrict 
competition to potential 
Olympic representatives of 
the U.S, Fournier is ineligi-
ble to participate in them.

“For the sake of a high-
er level of competition, we 
opted to open it up,” Scialo 
said.

Without a doubt, Fourni-
er brought a top level of 
competition. He earned first 
place in the male masters 
under 35, 66 kg division.

“I grew up like this,” 
Fournier said. “It’s all I 
know.”

His father first introduced 
him to judo when he was six 
years old. In keeping with 
family tradition, Fournier 

brought his 18-month-old 
son to the tournament, pos-
ing on the podium with his 
medal and baby. He plans to 
teach his son judo.

A second tournament, 
held in the same space on 
Sunday, does restrict com-
petitors to U.S. citizens. The 
USA Judo National Presi-
dents Cup Championships 
included most of Saturday’s 
senior competitors and 
many juniors.

A crew of competitors 
from Wahadachi Judo 
Club in Milkwaukee, Wisc. 
looked forward to the Sun-
day competition as they 
wrapped up their Saturday 
matches. The tournament’s 
promise of at least three 
matches for junior compet-
itors held true for each of 
them, and by the time they 
received their medals, they 
were ready for a rest before 
the next day’s fights.

Nikita Adamov celebrat-
ed his first first-place divi-
sion win, for males under 
14, 39-43 kg, on Saturday. 
The 12-year-old also trains 
in wrestling and jiu-jitsu. 
He is proud of himself for 
holding his own against the 
older boys in the round rob-
in division of five.

Fourteen-year-old Ivan 
Tchesnokov began judo for 
the sake of self-defense, and 
placed third in his division. 
Like Adamov, he partici-
pates in other martial arts, 
but says without hesitation 
judo is his favorite.

“There’s a lot more tech-
nique [in judo],” Tches-
nokov said.

Camryan Valdez won sec-
ond place in the same divi-
sion, male under 15, 47-49 
kg. To do so, he had to go 
up against seven others, in-
cluding Tchesnokov. It was 
the first time the two have 
faced off in a tournament 
setting.

“It was no big deal 
though,” Valdez said. “Once 
you’re out there you’re just 
totally focused."

By Michael Minks

The Bowie Cubs Seventh grade Foot-
ball A-team and B-team both won their 
division of the Irving football champi-
onship games played at Ellis Stadium on 
Oct. 30.

The fighting Cubs A-team beat the Sam 
Houston Texans, 28 to 25. The Bowie 
B-team defeated the Johnson Eagles, 8 
to zero. Both teams hoisted up and took 
home their Irving City football champi-
onship trophies after the game as Bowie 
fans snapped photographs. Each team 
finished the season with identical 7 wins 
and 1 loss records. There are eight mid-
dle schools in Irving ISD, and only the 
top two teams play in the championship 
games based on final regular season re-
cords.

The Cubs A-team game was a hard 
fought, back and forth contest with Bow-
ie’s Michael Carter scoring the winning 
touchdown with one minute left in the 
game as the Cubs then held on with de-
fense for the win. The first touchdown 
was scored on a Jalyn King to Sakievon 
Gordwin pass in the first quarter. Jalyn 
King scored the second touchdown with 
an amazing scramble to the end zone with 
good blocking from the offensive line. 

Bowie’s defense registered a safety 
for the Cubs as Gael Marquez tackled a 
Houston runner in his own end zone for 
two more points. Adan Mirairio returned 
a failed Houston extra point for Bowie’s 

Bowie cubs win two city 
football championships

additional two points. Bryan Sosa kicked 
good on all of Bowie’s extra points. Hav-
ing good games for the A-team were: Lee 
Gibson, Caine Garcia, Qemaury Randles, 
Mario Ontiveros, Jairo Canales, Jacob 
Barker, Edwin Delacruz, Angel Rodri-
guez, Pedro Diaz, and Isaiah Salamanca.

The Bowie B-team game against the 
Johnson Eagles was a defensive battle 
with a zero to zero halftime score. Final-
ly in the fourth quarter, the Cub offense 
put together a long scoring drive featur-
ing the running of Damian Gonzales and 
Giovanni Garcia and the blocking of the 
offensive line. Gonzales scored the touch-
down and Garcia kicked the extra point 
for the 8 to zero Bowie victory. Having 
good games for the B-team were: Efrain 
Villegas, Marcus James, Jose Moreno, 
Jonathan Morado, Kevin Canales, David 
Hernandez, Miguel Rodriguez and Xavi-
er Hicks.

The Cubs also excelled in the classroom 
as coaches worked with core teachers, 
administrators, counselors, and parents 
to achieve a high passing rate. Of the 70 
athletes on the football roster, only three 
did not reach academic eligibility for the 
first six weeks grading period. Hard work 
paid off for the Cubs on the field and in 
the classroom.

The Bowie Cubs were coached by Ath-
letic Coordinator Kevin Herring, Michael 
Minks, Cameron Swisher, David Robi-
son, Kevin Moore, and Darrell Holloway.

2017 Bowie Cubs 7th grade A team

2017 Bowie Cubs 7th grade B team

NEW PROVIDENCE, 
N.J. -- The holiday season 
is often a time for festive 
parties where employers 
can thank employees for 
a job well done. However, 
these celebrations may car-
ry a great deal of risk -- from 
claims of religious discrim-
ination and sexual harass-
ment to drunk driving, says 
XpertHR, an online compli-
ance resource.

Employers should be es-
pecially careful if serving 
alcohol because it can result 
in myriad issues such as car 
accidents, injuries, discrim-
ination, harassment and 
inappropriate and offen-
sive conduct. Management 
should make sure that all 
employees are completely 
sober before driving home. 
If an intoxicated employee 
leaves the holiday party and 
injures someone, or caus-
es property damage, the 
employer may be liable for 
negligence. Because of this, 
a luncheon may be safer as 
employees may be likely to 
drink less during daytime 
hours.

“If an employer is not 
careful, things can turn sour 
in a hurry,” said Beth Zoller, 
Legal Editor, XpertHR. “If 
alcohol is being served, at-
tendees may be less likely 
to behave appropriately, 
therefore, employers should 
ensure employees are aware 
of the employer’s code of 
conduct.”

Employers should also 
avoid hanging mistletoe as a 
decoration, as this not only 
could lead to religious dis-
crimination claims, but also 
to potential claims for sexu-
al harassment. 

In order to minimize em-
ployer liability, the employ-
er should make sure that 
employees are aware of the 
employer’s zero tolerance 
policy for discrimination 
and harassment and code of 
conduct. 

“Even though the event 
may be held away from the 
employer’s premises and 
during what is generally 
considered to be nonwork-
ing hours, the employer 

Holiday party do’s and don’ts: 
Take down the mistletoe

should reiterate that the 
same policies are in effect 
and that employees should 
treat each other with re-
spect and common courte-
sy,” Zoller said. 

XpertHR offers 9 ways 
an employer can minimize 
the risk of liability when it 
comes to holiday parties:

1. Enforce Discrimina-
tion, Harassment and Em-
ployee Conduct Policies 
– Workplace policies re-
garding discrimination, ha-
rassment, employee dating, 
employee conduct and its 
dress code remain in effect 
even during the holiday par-
ty, and employees as well as 
supervisors will be liable for 
violations.

2. Have Supervisors Set 
a Good Example - Super-
visors should lead the way 
and set a good example for 
the rest of the employees by 
enforcing and complying 
with the employer’s policies 
regarding discrimination 
and harassment as well as 
the employer’s code of con-
duct.

3. Exercise Caution if 
Serving Alcohol - If an em-
ployer decides to serve or 
allow alcohol, it should des-
ignate a management em-
ployee to monitor alcohol 
intake and make sure em-
ployees do not become too 
intoxicated or incoherent.

4. Keep the Focus Off Re-
ligion – In planning for any 
holiday party, it is import-
ant for an employer to avoid 

overly religious symbols 
such as Christmas trees, na-
tivity scenes and mistletoe 
when it comes to party dec-
orations and avoid overly 
religious music.

5. Do Not Make Atten-
dance Mandatory - Some 
employees may not want 
to attend the holiday party 
and if attendance is man-
datory it may be considered 
working time and hourly 
employees may be entitled 
to overtime.

6. Carefully Plan the 
Menu and Entertainment - 
Make sure to take the indi-
vidual needs and concerns 
of diverse employees into 
account.

7. Be Inclusive of All Em-
ployees - Invite employees 
working in all offices or job 
sites and even employees 
who telecommute or work 
remotely.

8. Consider Whether to 
Invite Spouses or Signifi-
cant Others - Remember to 
be inclusive of all employees 
and respect their personal 
relationships.

9. Respond to Complaints 
in a Timely Fashion - Once 
on notice that an employee 
is complaining of discrim-
ination, harassment or in-
appropriate conduct, the 
employer and HR have a 
legal duty to follow up and 
document the complaint 
and begin an investigation if 
warranted. 

SOURCE XpertHR 
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
For Location call Janet at 972-254-8035

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century French journalist, poet, 
aristocrat and aviator Antoine de Saint-Exupery -- 
best known for his novella "The Little Prince" -- who 
made the following sage observation: "A designer 
knows he has achieved perfection not when there 
is nothing left to add, but when there is nothing left 
to take away."Ê

* Eggplants weren't always the deep purple color we 
know today; originally, the vegetables were white. 
The color, paired with the ovoid shape, is how the 
eggplant got its name. 

* If you live in Rochester, New York, you're doubtless 
used to dealing with the hazards and inconveniences 
of snow and ice. It's America's snowiest city, after all, 
averaging 94 inches every winter. 

* Those who study such things say that paternity leave can have 
significant domestic impacts. Research shows that men who take a few 
weeks of leave when they have an addition to their family spend more 
time on domestic chores and taking care of the kids than men who don't. 
They cook more, and they're even 50 percent more likely to do laundry. 
The most interesting finding, though, is the fact that these changes are 
long-term; the effect tends to last the rest of a man's life. 

* Those who suffer from nescience are unlikely to know what 
"nescience" means Ð an absence of knowledge. 

* The first wristwatch was made by an English clockmaker in 1571. 
Described as "a wristlet in which there was a clocke," the watch was 
presented as a gift to Queen Elizabeth I. 

* If you're like the average human, you have about 615 hairs for every 
square centimeter of your skin.
***
Thought for the Day: "A man said to the universe: 'Sir I exist!' 'However,' 
replied the universe, 'The fact has not created in me a sense of 
obligation.'" -- Stephen Crane

1. LITERATURE: What 20th-century 
author wrote a short story titled "Gimpel 
the Fool"?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Sometimes 
called "the second most visited home in 
America," what Memphis, Tennessee, 

estate was designated a National Historic Landmark in 2006?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only mountain in North America that 
exceeds 20,000 feet?
4. FIRSTS: Who became the first woman in the British Parliament 
in 1919?
5. HISTORY: The International Committee of the Red Cross won 
what prize in 1944?
6. SCIENCE: In forensic science, what is dermatoglyphics?
7. MOVIES: In one of the movie's classic songs, how much sugar 
does Mary Poppins say is necessary to make the medicine go 
down?
8. MUSIC: What is the classification for an album that sells 10 
million copies?
9. EXPLORERS: What European explorer was the first to reach 
the Mississippi River in 1541?
10. MEDICAL TERMS: What is a more common name for the 
malady called pityriasis capitis?

Answers
1. Isaac Bashevis Singer
2. Graceland
3. Denali (Mount McKinley)
4. Lady Nancy Astor
5. The Nobel Peace Prize
6. The study of fingerprints
7. A spoonful
8. Diamond
9. Hernando de Soto
10. Dandruff

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WORSHIP 
ADS

To list your house 
of worship in the 
Rambler, please 
contact Tricia at 

(972) 870-1992 or 
TriciaS@rambler

newspapers.net

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

WORSHIP ADS

To list your 
house of worship
call 972-870-1992

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret 
Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   

www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., 
Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room 

Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 

857-232-0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., 

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 

21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Before the Thanksgiv-
ing break, a group of third 
through fifth-graders from 
Lively Elementary put two 
months of preparation into 

Lively Elementary on the run

GIRLS ON THE RUN: Lively Elementary's  running club completes the Girls on the Run 5K event. /Photo provided.

action at this year’s Girls on 
the Run DFW. The 5K event 
is a community run for all 
with a mission of inspiring 
girls to be healthy and con-
fident. 

Lively’s team held weekly 
afterschool practices with 
coaches’ training, learning 
about wellness and self-es-
teem through interactive 

activities and completing a 
service project as a group. 
On Nov. 18, families and 
teachers gathered at Fair 
Park to cheer on the run-

ners as they took their victo-
ry lap - some running beside 
them as race buddies.

SOURCE Irving ISD

NEW YORK -- According 
to a new study from BlitzRe-
sults.com, a shocking num-
ber of Americans are unable 
to calculate percentage dis-
counts without a calculator. 
This means holiday shop-
pers, already stressed by the 
demands of the season, are 
often not making the best 
decisions when comparing 
retail offers. 

The numbers say it all: 
73.1 percent of Americans 
can’t perform the math nec-
essary to determine the real 
value of an advertised sale. 
By extension, these same in-
dividuals will have a tough 
time distinguishing a good 
offer from a great one. 

“Unfortunately, it seems 
our brains were not made 
to understand percentages 
easily. Many have forgotten 
how to calculate percentag-
es since school,” said Tim 
Lilling, researcher at Blitz-
Results.

Part of the problem is 
that seemingly big discount 
numbers and catchy, ener-
getic slogans appeal to con-
sumers’ emotions, while the 
logical portion of the brain 
checks out. Retailers and 
marketers understand this; 
they carefully craft sale of-
fers to benefit their bottom 
lines more so than consum-
ers’ pocketbooks. This prac-
tice is known as “price fram-
ing,” and successful retailer 
operations have it down to 
a science. Black Friday just 
happens to be the most 
egregious example of this 
phenomenon. 

“We already know that 
retailers are using price 
framing regularly from sci-
entific publications. But the 
inability of customers to un-
derstand and calculate retail 
offers correctly is addition-
ally concerning. It provides 
even more leeway to retail-
ers to trick us easily,” Lilling 
said.

An example of price fram-
ing might be displaying a 
25 percent discount rather 
than $20 off an item’s nor-
mal price, merely because 
25 is the bigger number. It’s 
possible that $20 off is the 
superior deal, but the larger 
number grabs most people’s 
attention. 

The recent BlitzResults.
com survey presented near-
ly 5,000 consumers with a 
series of math- and shop-
ping-related statements. 
Nearly 78 percent said they 
would need a calculating 
aid to determine the actual 
deduction given a percent-
age discount. Another 56 
percent agreed they would 
have trouble assessing the 
true value of a sale offer. 
Ironically, one-third of re-
spondents claimed to have 
done well in math classes. 

The BlitzResults.com 
survey reveals the need for 
holiday shoppers to arm 
themselves not only with 
knowledge, but also with 
tools for filtering out the ad-
vertising hype and discover-
ing the bona fide bargains. 
To that end, BlitzResults.
com includes a set of free, 
easy calculators (https://
www.blitzresults.com/en/
discount/) to help people 
quickly see actual savings 
amounts in just a few clicks. 
The site’s calculators are 
optimized for mobile de-

Poor math skills cost 
shoppers money

vices, which means savvy 
consumers can take them 
along on Black Friday, Cy-
ber Monday, or any shop-
ping trip. 

Discount calculators are 
only one of the many free 
resources available from 
BlitzResults.com. The site 
also offers calculators and 
converters for weights and 
measures, metric system 
conversions, packaging 
comparisons, health and 
wellness topics, and energy 
savings issues. Anywhere 
numbers intersect with ev-
eryday life in a significant 
way, there’s like a BlitzRe-
sults.com page or tool that 
can help people make sense 
of things.

The comprehensive study 
can be found here:
https://www.blitzresults.

com/fi les/bl itzresults_
study_math_fail.pdf

SOURCE BlitzResults.com
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SHOEBOXES
Continued from Page 1

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: Children receive shoeboxes 
filled with gifts.  /Photo provided 

year by hitting after holi-
day sales and around the 
time school’s supplies 
are on sale. These items 
need to be new not just used 
up junk. 

“Once you do this and see 
how it can change a life and 
the community, you will be 
hooked.”

Kristina Chester has been 
involved and has shared 
a passion for Operation 
Christmas Child since 2006. 

“Personally, I love put-
ting in the hygiene items, 
knowing how much they 
are needed and helping to 
physically care for the chil-
dren who receive them,” 
Chester said. “School type 
items, not only for educa-
tion, but also for creativ-
ity are a favorite for one of 
my daughters to put in. My 
youngest wants to be sure 
the recipient has a toy. That 
is her focus and joy to give. 
“Contributing to OCC means 
several things to my family. 
First, it’s service to others 
in need. The items donated 
are truly needed. This gives 
us a perspective of some of 
the basic things we take for 
granted and helps us to real-
ize how blessed we are. Sec-
ond, it’s something we do as 

a family, bringing us togeth-
er to serve in a united way. 
Third, it’s a ministry. We 
know OCC through Samari-
tan’s Purse has a program of 
discipleship recipients can 
participate in. The boxes we 
give are tools in the hands 
of missionaries not only to 
fill a physical and emotion-
al need, but a spiritual one 
if the participate and their 
family chooses.”

In every shoebox each 
child receives a book about 
Jesus.  

“It is a great way to cele-
brate the true meaning and 
mission of Christmas,” Hale 
said. “God’s love came to us 
in the gift of Jesus. These 
small shoeboxes open doors 
to kids, because they show 
tangible love to someone 
who hasn’t ever received 
such a gift. My family sees 
this as a mission to reach 
kids we may never see but 
will be touched because God 
has lead us to do this.”

For more details, contact 
Pastor Brian Hale at North 
Irving Baptist Church 
at 972-252-5591 or go to 

https://www.samari-
tanspurse.org/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/ 
.

Runners head towards the finish line of the Dallas Half Marathon. /Photo by 
Alan Fleck.

By Alan Fleck
Under beautiful, clear 

skies with strong winds 
overturning tables and 
dropping temperatures, 
approximately 300 runners 
participated in the running 
of the inaugural Dallas Half 
Marathon outside the Four 
Seasons Resort and Club 
in Las Colinas on Saturday, 
Nov.18. 

“Everyone is treated like a 
VIP at the resort races,” said 
Charlie Mercer, President 
and Chief Operating Officer, 
of the CAPSTONE Event 
Group, which organized 
the race. “Runners can stay 
in luxury accommodations 
right next to the finish line. 
The atmosphere is more like 
a wedding.”

The day’s races included 
not only the half marathon, 
but also 10K and 5K races 
as well. Pace groups were 
designated at the start of the 
race so runners could run 
with a group.

The Las Colinas race run-
ners came from all over the 
United States. Attendees 
were from Colorado, Con-
necticut, Missouri, Louisi-
ana, Georgia, South Caro-
lina, Maryland, Michigan, 
Mississippi and of course 

Dallas Half Marathon blows through Irving
Texas. 

Runners wore differ-
ent color bibs indicating 
distance to be run, and 
although all started at the 
same time from the same 
starting point, the courses 
differed for half marathon, 
10K and 5K runners. The 
courses covered part of the 
Four Seasons Golf Course, 
but primarily included 
streets in Las Colinas and 
Irving. 

Once runners crossed 
the finish line, they were 
able to relax and enjoy re-
freshments provided by 
the Four Seasons culinary 
staff, while listening to live 
music and attempting to 
avoid the strong winds.

Chris Cooper, winner 
of the men’s 10K race, 
enjoyed the race and has 
goals to participate in more 
races in the future. 

“I have run in several 
half marathons, but have 
never run in a full,” Cooper 
said. “I participate in a lot 
of cross fit training with 
high intensity, full body 
workouts. I did cross coun-
try in high school, mainly 
to stay in shape for other 
sports. My ultimate goal is 
to take part in an Iron Man 

race.”
Members the Black Girls 

Run club were well repre-
sented at the Dallas Half 
Marathon. Club Ambassa-
dor Teretta Hall said she 
and her running club mates 
choose four races per year to 
participate in. 

“There are approximately 
200,000 members of the 
running club in 73 locations 
in 36 states,” Hall said. 

Chance Harris, the top 
finisher in the half mara-
thon, grew up in Irving. 

Top finishers in the Half 
Marathon were as follows:

Half Marathon Male
Chance Harris
   1:26:38.40 -- Richardson
Matt Brocks
   1:29:50:47 -- Chicago

Mark Huteson
   1:37:35:70 -- Irving

Half Marathon Female 
Kathryn Whittle
   1:50:36:32 -- Dallas
Karen Wandel
   1:53:13:55 -- Cornelius NC
Kat Silman
   1:55:29:36 --Edmund OK

First Place finishers for 
the 10K were:
Male:  Chris Cooper
   48:13:36 -- Dallas
Female:  Rainy Cadenhead
  53:08:35 -- Kansas City 
  MO

First Place finishers for 
the 5K were:
Male: Derek Schin
   23:24:07 -- Vashon WA
Female:  Kim Andres
   27:03:43 -- Irving.


