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Concerned citizens examine DART's presentation photos during a discussion 
about the Cotton Belt Corridor Project.  /Photo by Ariel Graham

Family & Friends coming?
They  will love the Jefferson Street Bed and Breakfast Inn

512 S Jefferson St., Irving 75060

www.IrvingBnB.com - 214-212-6501

By Tricia Sims
The city of Irving present-

ed the annual Holiday Ex-
travaganza, ringing in the 
holiday season on Saturday, 
Dec. 2.

“We want to celebrate all 
the blessings we have re-
ceived all year long, all of 
our progress as a city, and to 
say we appreciate our resi-
dents,” said Jackie Madden, 
special events supervisor 
for the city of Irving. “It is a 
tradition we kick off the hol-
idays with this event.”

The extravaganza has 
been a staple of the Irving 
holiday season for over 
three decades. The event, 
which started as holiday pa-
rade, has grown to include 
several other events.

By Daisy Solis

The University of Dal-
las plans to take stronger 
measures to create a safer 
environment for students 
starting in early 2018. Since 
the Texas law permitting 
individuals with handgun 
licenses to carry loaded and 
concealed weapons into col-
lege and university build-
ings passed, the UD com-
munity has raised concerns 
regarding campus safety 
and emergency prepared-
ness. 

“As the university was 
considering the change in 
state law that would allow 
for conceal carry on col-
lege campuses, the uni-
versity did a very good job 
in consulting with all of 
its community to evaluate 
that particular issue,” Kar-
in Rilley, vice president for 
board and legal affairs and 
general counsel, said. “Ul-
timately the university and 
the board of trustees de-
cided we would not allow 

By Ariel Graham
Dallas Area Rapid Tran-

sit (DART) hosted an open 
house meeting to discuss 
the latest developments 
with the Cotton Belt Region-
al Rail Corridor Project at 
Parkhill Junior High School 
in Dallas on Wednesday, 
Nov. 29.

The Cotton Belt corridor 
is a proposed 26-mile light 
rail line, which will extend 
from Dallas-Fort Worth 
International Airport to 
Plano, and pass go through 
Plano, Richardson, Dal-
las, Addison, Carrollton, 
Grapevine and Coppell. The 
corridor will also connect 
with three existing DART 
light rail lines: the Red Line 

By Ariel Graham
A local author’s group 

celebrated the completion 
of their latest works for Na-
tional Novel Writing Month 
at the West Irving Library 
on Thursday, Nov. 30.

National Novel Writing 
Month (NaNoWriMo) is a 
month-long writing chal-
lenge in which, starting on 
Nov. 1, participants must 
write a 50,000-word nov-
el and complete it by 11:59 
p.m. on Nov. 30. The event 
started back in 1999 with 
just a handful of profes-
sional writers, and this year, 
nearly 400,000 prospective 
young writers from all over 
the world competed in the 
challenge. NaNoWriMo has 
also produced its share of 
best-sellers, including “Wa-
ter for Elephants” by Sara 

Extravaganza kicks off holiday season
“It is great to have this 

tradition we have had for 
many, many years and to 
see so many people en-
joying this,” Irving Mayor 
Rick Stopfer said. “We were 
blessed with great weather, 
so we can all enjoy it and 
spend time together. We are 
so fortunate in the city of Ir-
ving to have amazing people 
working for us.”

This year, the event in-
cluded a Blue Christmas 
chili cook-off, a parade, a 
holiday open house, a tree 
lighting ceremony, and the 
holiday lights at Centennial 
Park kick off.

“This is the first year we 
have had an open house,” 
Madden said. “This is one 
of our engagement goals 

to make sure residents are 
connected with the employ-
ees, and they understand 
everything we do and all the 
services and programs we 
have to offer. We wanted to 

use this existing program 
as a platform to learn more 
about the city.”

Throughout the extrav-
aganza there were perfor-
mances in front of City Hall 

ranging from dancing to 
band concerts. 

“It’s all community 
based,” Madden said. “Any-
thing we featured was a part 
of the Irving community 

from the dance school to the 
high schools. We wanted it 
to be all about Irving.” 

The event offered hot 

THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR: Irving traditional holiday parade winds its way through downtown. /Photo by John Starkey
DART discusses 
Cotton Belt 
Corridor Project

in Richardson, the Green 
Line in Carrollton, and the 
Orange Line at DFW Air-
port. According to DART, 
the Cotton Belt corridor is 
designed to improve mo-
bility and accessibility for 
passengers in the northern 
part of DART’s service area. 
Currently, the corridor is 
expected to be completed by 
the end of 2022.

Wednesday night’s meet-
ing primarily focused on the 
various impacts the corridor 
will have in residential and 
commercial areas, as well 
as a number of mitigations 

University of Dallas to 
create private police force

conceal carry on campus, 
but through the evaluation, 
we were able to determine 
there was some concern of 
our safety on campus, and 
in recognizing our campus 
security guards don’t car-
ry weapons, we evaluated 
the possibility of taking ad-
vantage of the university’s 
authority under state law 
to establish a police depart-
ment.”

The university formed a 
committee to investigate the 
steps they needed to take in 
order to form a university 
police department. While 
doing the research, they dis-
covered UD was one of the 

very few colleges in Texas 
that does not already have 
its own police department. 

“We looked around the 
state of Texas and there 
are very few colleges that 
don’t have their own police 
department. I was very sur-
prised by that,” John Plotts, 
executive vice president for 
UD, said. “The fact we were 
one of those few was a big 
reason for us to do this. Our 
president is very big on stu-
dent safety. He tells the par-
ents we’ll do our very best to 
keep the students safe, but 
we realized without having 
the type of protection a po-
lice department provides, 

we weren’t doing as much 
as we thought.” 

The university currently 
has campus safety officers 
on patrol 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year, but they are 
not trained police officers 
who can handle an emer-
gency situation. In those 
cases, the university works 
closely with the Irving Po-
lice Department. 

“We have a great relation-
ship with the city of Irving,” 
Plotts said. “The Irving 
Police Department is very 
responsive and incredible, 

Local writers 
complete novels

Gruen, “The Night Circus” 
by Erin Morgenstern, and 
“The Lunar Chronicles” se-
ries by Marissa Meyer.

Linda Opella, a librarian 
at the West Irving Library, 
competed and completed 
NaNoWriMo, along with 
several of her friends. This 
is the fourth year Opella 
has participated in NaNoW-
riMo, and she said each year 
present its own set of chal-
lenges. This year, the hard-
est part of writing her story 
was actually sitting down 
and writing her story. 

“I’ve had years where I 
zipped right through it,” 
Opella said. “But this year, 
it was just sitting down and 
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“You could see 
all the little 

girls’ eyes just 
light up when 

they got to 
meet every 

single character. 
It was really 

special."
Lindsey Daniel

Attendee of the Nutcracker 
Tea Party

NUTCRACKER: Little girls meet ballerinas during the Nutcracker Tea. /Photo by Daisy Solis

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2017 

11:00 A.M. 

 

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL GARDENS 

1413 E. IRVING BLVD. 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens began working with the Wreaths 
Across America project in 2010 placing wreaths donated by 
businesses and families on the graves of veterans buried 
throughout the cemetery. The ceremony will be held 
simultaneously with over 1800 cemeteries across the nation at 
11:00 AM Central Time.  After the ceremony wreaths, all 
donated from individuals and local businesses, will be placed 
on the graves of veterans throughout Oak Grove and five other 
cemeteries throughout Irving.  For more information contact 
gwesterman@brownmem.com.  
 

Honoring Veterans is important.   
Come be a part of this honor. 

LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

By Daisy Silos
The Irving Arts Center 

filled with holiday cheer as 
families joined the Ballet 
Ensemble of Texas for a 
Nutcracker Tea Party fol-
lowing the matinee perfor-
mance of “The Nutcracker” 
on Saturday, Dec. 2.

“This was our inaugural 
Nutcracker Tea Party,” Tina 
Williams, tea party coordi-
nator, said. “We wanted to 
put on a tea that would be 
something magical for our 
young guests 
and to have 
c h a r a c t e r s 
come down 
and mingle 
with them, so 
they would be 
able to see the 
characters up 
close and have 
a real magical 
experience.”

W i l l i a m s 
had the idea 
to host a 
N u t c r a c k e r 
Tea Party for 
some time 
and decided 
to put it to ac-
tion.

“It’s been 
something that’s been in the 
back of my mind for a little 
while,” she said. “We de-
cided to go ahead, and put 
a committee together, and 
move forward with it to see 
how it all panned out.” 

Upon arriving, the par-
ty guests were seated with 
characters from the show. 
Guests also received an au-
tograph book, so they could 
collect the signatures from 
their favorite characters. 

“We wanted to give the 
children the chance to meet 
the characters and get them 

Nutcracker Tea offers 
youngsters magical 
experience

a little bit more involved on 
a one-on-one relationship 
with the characters in the 
ballet,” Allan Kinzie, artistic 
director of the Ballet En-
semble of Texas, said. “We 
wanted to have as many 
characters as we could get. 
We had the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, Clara, and the Nut-
cracker prince. We even had 
Mother Ginger.” 

Kinzie, who also played 
Drosselmeyer in the ballet, 
introduced all the charac-

ters at the 
tea party as 
they greet-
ed guests, 
took pho-
tos, and 
signed au-
tographs. 

L i n d -
sey Daniel 
who at-
tended the 
event with 
her three 
daughters, 
Ava (13), 
A u d r e y 
(9), and 
A u d r e y 
Kate (7) 
felt the tea 
party was a 

lovely event for her and her 
daughters. 

“This was an extremely 
special and well put togeth-
er event,” Daniel said. “You 
could see all the little girls’ 
eyes just light up when they 
got to meet every single 
character. It was really spe-
cial. We will definitely keep 
doing this year after year. 
We cannot wait until next 
year.” 

Once the meet and greets 
ended, guests were served 
an assortment of finger 
foods including gourmet 

sandwiches, cupcakes, 
chocolate covered strawber-
ries and so much more. Of 
course, no tea party would 
be complete without tea, 
which the guests had a vari-
ety of flavors to choose from, 
as well as hot chocolate, and 
coffee for the parents. 

Katie Machacek and 
her husband brought their 
three-year-old daughter 
Merritt to the tea party. 
Merritt has recently become 
interested in ballet. 

“I thought it was great 
and really well done, the 
food was delicious, every-
thing was so beautiful, and 
it was just such a sweet 
thing for the little ones to 
do,” Machacek said. 

Merritt was even lucky 
enough to be one of the 
many winners of the eve-
ning’s concluding raffle. 
Guests had the opportunity 
to purchase a ticket to enter 
a raffle to win a beautifully 
decorated nutcracker and a 
story book. 

Organizers of the event 
were thrilled the tea party 
had such a great turn out. 
Over 30 people attended 
the tea party, which actu-
ally met the capacity of the 
room where the tea party 
was held.

“Our main goal was to 
bring the children and give 
them an opportunity to have 
some treats. It also adds an-
other level of excitement to 
this endeavor,” Kinzie said. 
“This is the first time we’ve 
done this. We didn’t know 
what to expect, so we’re re-
ally excited about the way it 
turned out, and it’s only go-
ing to grow and grow from 
here.”

TEA FOR TWO: A  father shares the joy of the Nutcracker and tea with 
his daughter./Photo by Daisy Solis
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FOOTBALL AWARD: Irving Cistercian Hawks Quarterback Max 
Schieferdecker was presented with the “Built Ford Tough Texas High School 
Football Player of the Week” trophy for Private Class. /Photo provided

COTTON BELT
Continued from Page 1

DART plans to use to offset 
these impacts. John Hop-
pie, one of the project man-
agers for the Cotton Belt 
corridor, led the discussion. 
One of the primary concerns 
citizens have concerning the 
corridor are the noise levels 
and the vibrations caused 
by the train.

According to Hoppie, 
DART plans to employ two 
different types of mitigation 
to reduce the noise caused 
by the Cotton Belt corridor 
trains. DART would be im-
plement “quiet zones” in 
residential areas where the 
train would not be allowed 
to sound its horn, which is 
the primary cause of noise 
impacts. 

“We had 5,419 noise im-
pacts without quiet zones, 
and that’s just from the 
train horn,” Hoppie said. 
“With the quiet zones, and 
that’s with putting in addi-
tional safeguards at cross-
ings and eliminating the 
train horn, it eliminated all 
of the severe and most of the 
moderate impacts. Overall, 
96 percent of noise impacts 
are eliminated by using 
quiet zones.” The second 
mitigation option is to build 
construction sound barri-
ers, 12 to 15-foot tall walls 
along the tracks that would 
absorb much of the sound 
coming from the rails. 

As far as vibration im-
pact, Hoppie explained that 
DART would be using Tire 
Derived Aggregate (TDA), 
in the ballasts (the stone 
used to form the bed of a 
railroad track) underneath 
the tracks at seven different 
points where the vibration 
is the most notable. 

“We are going to be pro-
posing for all of the vibra-
tion impacts Tire Dervied 
Aggregate,” Hoppie said. 
“We put in a base of the Tire 
Derived Aggregate, which is 
basically chopped-up tires 
and rubber, underneath the 
sub-ballast. Then you put in 
ballast, and then you put in 

Holiday Open House
December 8, 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Irving Arts Center spar-
kles with the magical sights 
and sounds of Christmas. At 
this annual extravaganza, 
attendees are treated to stilt 
walkers, jugglers, Sculpture 
Garden train rides, refresh-
ments and performances 
featuring the Lone Star 
Youth Orchestra, Irving 
Chorale and Momentum 
Dance Company. The open 
house is free to attend.

Texas History Play
December 13, 1 p.m.

Manara Academy Char-
ter School’s 4th grade class-
es are learning about Texas 
history, wrote a play about 
Texas history, and they are 
putting it on at the Irving 
Arts Center. Tickets are $4 
dollars each and are online 
at the Irving Arts Center 
and at the door. This is a 
community event and the 
school is inviting the whole 
community to come out and 
support our 4th graders and 
share this great experience.

Blood Donation
December 13, 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m.

The holidays are known 
for the giving spirit and a 
hectic pace. This holiday 
season, the American Red 
Cross is sharing three ways 
to give the gift of life in less 
time at Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center Irving, 1901 
N MacArthur Blvd.

Las Colinas Symphony 
Orchestra
December 16, 8 p.m.

The Las Colinas Sym-
phony Orchestra celebrates 
“Vienna, City of Music!!” at 
the Irving Arts Center, Car-
penter Hall. 

The concert will feature 
Richard Trey Smagur, ten-

or, performing Vaughan 
Williams’ “Hymn” from 
Hodie, Finzi’s “The Rap-
ture from Dies natalis, 
and Tyzik’s Twelve Days of 
Christmas. 

Richard Smagur, of 
Clarkesville, Georgia, was 
named a winner in the Met-
ropolitan Opera National 
Council of Auditions earlier 
this year, and was seen this 
summer as Tsarevitch Gvi-
don in The Golden Cockerel 
at Santa Fe Opera. He has 
appeared professionally as 
Tamino in The Magic Flute 
with Oklahoma Mozart 
and covered Des Grieux in 
Manon at Des Moines Met-
ro Opera. In concert, he has 
performed Elijah with the 
Tucson Desert Song Festival 
and as a tenor soloist with 
the Cincinnati boy Choir. 
During the summer of 2016, 
he was a fellow at the Steans 
Music Institute at Ravinia 
Music Festival. 

Mr. Smagur, will sing 
Gastone de Letorieres in 
La traviata and young Ser-
vant in Elektra during the 
2017-18 Season at Houston 
Grand Opera, where he will 
be a member of the studio.

In addition, the LCSO 
will be performing selec-
tions from Tchaikovsky’s 
Nutcracker, Nicolai’s 
Weihnachts-Overture, and 
Anderson’s Sleigh Ride. 
Also, included is the LCSO 
annual sing-along! 

Fireside Holidays
December 15, 6:00 p.m. - 
8:00 p.m.

The Four Seasons Las Co-
linas | OUTLAW Taproom 
Patio Visits with Santa, 
holiday characters, outdoor 
kids’ games, holiday train 
rides, an Elf balloon artist 
and holiday tunes. A build-
your-own hot chocolate bar, 
light bites and cocktails are 
available for purchase as 
well. Complimentary and 
open to the public.

your tracks. It is very effec-
tive in reducing vibration.”

Throughout the meeting, 
Hoppie stressed the infor-
mation presented was not fi-
nalized and all of the mitiga-
tions and recommendations 
are still subject to approval 
from the DART Board. 
Still, during the question 
and answer segment, many 
citizens expressed frustra-
tion at the lack of “concrete 
numbers.” Chad Edwards, 
assistant vice president of 
capital planning, explained 
information would not be 
finalized until the Environ-
mental Impact statement is 
available early next year. 

“There will be “finalized” 
information in the Environ-
mental Impact statement, 
so you will be able to see 
where everything is, what 
it looks like, how it’s going 
in, in the environmental 
document,” Edwards said. 
“That’s what we’re working 
toward with all of this effort 
here.”

Tim McKay, executive 
vice president of growth and 
regional development, add-
ed the Cotton Belt corridor 
is still in its very early stages 
of development, and DART 
will continue to seek input 
from the community during 
the design process.

“We are at 10 percent lev-
el of design,” McKay said. 
“This is just the beginning, 
so we’re putting big blocks 
into place. Part of the frus-
tration is people asking, 
‘When are we going to stake 
this into the ground?’ So, af-
ter the environmental draft, 
what happens next is we are 
going to continue finalizing 
the design and we are going 
to continue to have input 
from the community.”

DART conducted a sec-
ond public meeting Thurs-
day, Nov.30 in Richardson. 
The next public meeting will 
be held Thursday, Dec. 7 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Addison 
Conference Centre.

Kyle Taylor joined Irving 
Cares as a volunteer in the 
Employment Services Pro-
gram in July 2010. He led 
the weekly Job Search Sem-
inars advising and inspiring 
clients who were seeking 
employment. In April 2012, 
Kyle was named “Volunteer 
of the Year.” 

Soon after, Kyle joined 
the staff, and he has man-
aged the food pantry which 
serves thousands, and su-
pervised hundreds of volun-
teers.

His position grew into the 
Director of Community En-
gagement. At Teddie Story’s 
retirement at the end of De-
cember he will assume the 
position of CEO.

“The staff, volunteers, 
donors, and customers of 

Kyle Taylor named 
Irving Cares CEO

Irving Cares will be well 
represented by Kyle Taylor 
as the next Chief Execu-
tive Officer. His passion for 
service to others is evident 
in his dedication to Irving 
Cares and its customers,” 
said Teddie Story, retiring 
CEO of Irving Cares.

“On behalf of the Board 
of Directors of Irving Cares, 
we feel Kyle Taylor is the 
best candidate to replace 
Teddie Story as CEO of Ir-
ving Cares,” Anthony Bridg-
es, Board Chair said. “We 
believe Kyle will continue 
the legacy of Irving Cares 
providing services to Irving 
residents with dignity and 
respect.”

SOURCE Irving Cares

It’s a toss-up. Who’s more 
concerned when Irving Cis-
tercian’s senior quarterback 
Max Schieferdecker has the 
ball: The opposing defen-
sive coordinator or the pub-
lic-address announcer. 

The rangy 6-5, 205-pound 
Schieferdecker has the 
Hawks at 5-1 (4-1 in SPC 
district play), aiming for a 
return trip to the SPC 3A 
title game, which Cistercian 
lost to Fort Worth Country 
Day a year ago. If Max plays 
like he did last week, in a 48-
19 pasting of Oklahoma City 
Casady, it could well happen 
again. Schieferdecker com-
pleted 25 of 39 passes for 
342 yards and four TDs (in-
cluding an 80-yarder and a 
71-yarder). The Hawks have 
already avenged the 2016 
title game loss with a 28-14 
win over Country Day. 

Max is a threat from 
anywhere on the field. In 
a victory over Arlington 
Oakridge, for example, he 
tossed TDs from 58, 49, 
and 27 yards away. He’s 
the #2 passer among pri-
vate school QBs in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth Metroplex, 
completing 109 passes for 
1,643 yards and 18 TDs. At 
the halfway mark of the sea-
son, he’s more than halfway 
toward matching his 2016 
total of 35 scoring aerials. 

Not surprisingly, he’s a 
starter on Cistercian’s bas-

Cistercian School student receives 
Built Ford Tough Player of the Week

ketball team and plays base-
ball as well. His gridiron 
exploits match up well with 
his 3.9 GPA and his 34 score 
on the ACT. The result? Ev-
eryone in the Ivy League 
is pursuing his services. 
Max is extremely active in 
the Young Men’s Service 
League which, among other 
community services, pro-
vides tutoring for younger 
students.

“Max is an absolute joy 
to coach,” Cistercian Head 
Coach James Burk said. 
“He’s durable, he’s a lead-
er and, needless to say, 
he’s smart on the field. He 
makes everyone around 
him better. I love to coach 
him, and I would hate to 
coach against him.”

Students recognized 
by Ford Motor Company, 
Texas Ford dealers and the 
Built Ford Tough media 
advisory board as Players 
of the Week excel in three 
categories:

Individual performance 
on the field, including sig-
nificant game statistics

Contribution to the 
team’s success through in-
dividual leadership abilities

Performance off the field, 
including academic success 
and good community citi-
zenship.

SOURCE Ford Motor Company

The Irving Police Depart-
ment is investigating a case 
of human trafficking involv-
ing a 15-year-old Irving run-
away. In early November, 
the victim was introduced 
to the suspect who even-
tually compelled her into 
prostitution. The victim 
escaped and was recovered 
by the Dallas Police Depart-
ment. During an interview, 
the victim made an outcry 
of the trafficking and pros-
titution.   

Investigators have identi-
fied the suspect in the case 
as 35-year-old Richard Lee 
Dixon. He is currently in 
the Irving Jail on a charge 
of Trafficking of Persons 
(child). His bond is set at 
$250,000. Investigators 
believe there are additional 
victims of Dixon’s prostitu-
tion operation and are ask-
ing them to come forward. 

Anyone who may have 
been victimized by the sus-
pect, or know someone who 
may have been a victim, is 
asked to contact the Irving 
Police Department at (972) 
273-1010 (24hrs) and refer-
ence case number 17-26134.   

SOURCE Irving Police 
Department

Irving Police pursue 
human trafficking 
investigation

Richard Lee Dixon



Page 4 December 9, 2017     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in: 

Editing, Writing, and Photography

For more information call
 972-870-1992

See BREAK RECORDS
Page 5

UNIVERSITY 
POLICE
Continued from Page 1

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

CLASSIFIEDS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

EMPLOYMENT

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Margaret McCarley-Place May 31, 1947 – Nov. 23, 2017
Judy Cunningham Insel Aug. 13, 1958 – Nov. 30, 2017

Betty Jo Thomas Dec. 7, 1934- Dec. 1, 2017
Doris Marie McMillan March 11, 1935 – Dec. 1, 2017
George “Poppy” Hearn Sept. 9, 1929 – Dec. 2, 2017

Ken Macek Dec. 31, 1942 – Dec. 3, 2017

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Beetatek, Inc. seeks QA Analyst (BQAA17) with Master’s 
only / Bachelor ’s+5yrsexp/equiv. Oracle, UNIX, SOAP, 
Tortois, HTML, Python. Mail resumes to: HR, 1333 Corporate 
Drive, Suite #105, Irving, TX 75038. Travel to unanticipated 
work sites throughout the U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted.

SENIOR SYSTEMS ARCHITECTS I rv ing  TX area. 
Design, implement & deploy cloud-based solutions for 
global enterprise through Office 365 Exchange, Skype, 
Lync & ADFS. Migrate storage from EMC Clariion frames to 
EMC VNX. Travel/reloc to various unanticipated locations 
as req’d. Send res to I Net Software Technologies Inc, 
9901 E Valley Ranch Pkwy., Ste. 2029, Irving, TX 75063.

Exeter Finance LLC seeks Quality Assurance Automation 
Lead in Irving, TX to utilize experience in Banking & Finance 
domain and fast paced agile development environment. 
Send resume w/req#R635 to: joinus@exeterfinance.com

Jimmie Rae Whisenant of 
Irving passed away Novem-
ber 29, 2017. She was born 
on December 29, 1928 in 
McKinney, Texas to James 
A. Rankin and Margaret 
(Chapman) Rankin. She is 
preceded in death by her 
parents, brother Billy Joe 
Rankin and husband Ra-

JIMMIE RAE WHISENANT

leigh Benton Whisenant in 
2003, and daughter Judy 
Kay Whisenant. Left behind 
to cherish her memory are 
sons Ronald Whisenant and 
Phillip Whisenant; 3 grand-
children and 4 great-grand-
children. A private memo-
rial service will be held at a 
later date.

which was part of the argu-
ment for not having a police 
department. It came down 
to response time. The aver-
age response time was three 
minutes, but with an active 
shooter, the difference be-
tween three minutes, to the 
thirty seconds it would take 
campus police to respond, 
that’s a big difference.” 

Director of campus safety 
Charles Steadman has been 
recommending the uni-
versity form its own police 
department for years espe-
cially after the Virginia Tech 
shooting in 2007. 

“Virginia Tech was one of 
the worst school shootings 
ever, and everybody be-
gan looking at it very hard 
and policing has changed 
since 2008, especially now 
as they get more and more 
publicized,” Steadman said. 
“Having our own police de-
partment and getting our 
university community ready 
to react to such things by 
working with trained police 
officers will get us prepared. 
Being prepared will save 
lives; I’m 100 percent con-
vinced of that.” 

The university plans to 
create a hybrid police de-
partment consisting of six 
police officers and six cam-
pus safety officers by the be-
ginning of the 2018 spring 
semester. 

“Our campus safety offi-
cers are greatly trained, but 
they don’t have the level of 
training a police officer has 
to go through to be certi-
fied,” Plotts said. “I think 
there will be a higher level 
of preparedness when it 
comes to campus emergen-
cies in addition to the pro-
tection our campus safety 
officers provide. The emer-
gency response element will 
be helpful. We don’t want to 
be unprepared should any-
thing bad happen here.”

Congratulations to the Travis Lady Bobcats 8th-grade and 7th-grade 
A teams on winning the city championships in volleyball for the 2017 
season. Kudos also goes to the Bowie Middle School 7th-grade A and the 
Houston 8th-grade A football teams for winning the championships in 
their divisions.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Humans lean on their pups to 
get through the holidays

NEW YORK -- The “most 
wonderful time of year” can 
be a stressful time for many 
humans. Many Americans 
find solace from the dizzying 
array of holiday demands 
and longer visits with ex-
tended family through qual-
ity time with their dog, ac-
cording to a survey released 
Nov. 29 by BarkBox. 

Eighty-five percent of 
dog people say their pup 
helps them cope with 
stressful events during the 
holiday season, including 
being around difficult fam-
ily members (46 percent), 
arguments among family 
(33 percent) or going to ex-
tended family’s house (22 
percent). 

Forty percent of dog peo-
ple have taken their dog for 
a walk or played with them 
to escape family during the 
holidays. 

Forty-three percent are 
more excited to see their 
dog or their family dog 
during the holidays than 
their human family mem-
bers. This is even more true 
of Millennials, singles, and 
those who live in urban ar-
eas, with more than half 

getting more excited about 
time with their dog than 
their own flesh and blood. 
The study also polled dog 
people about the way they 
integrate their dog into hol-
iday traditions and found 
that 9 out of every 10 in-
cludes their pup in holiday 
celebrations in some way.

Eighty-five percent of 
dog people can’t imagine 
the holidays without their 
dog and nearly three out of 
four (74 percent) say some 
of their most significant hol-
iday memories involve their 
dog. 

The most popular ways 
dog people include their 
pup in traditions are special 
meals (58 percent), getting 
them a stocking (57 per-
cent) and including them 
in their holiday photo shoot 
(56 percent). 

One third of dog parents 
sign their pup’s name – or 
paw print – into their holi-
day cards. 

Millennials with dogs are 
even more extreme, with 
one in every six saying they 
have coordinated a match-
ing outfit with their dog. 

However, dogs do occa-
sionally present some chal-
lenges during the holidays. 

Nearly one in every three 
dog people (30 percent) say 
their dog has destroyed a 
holiday gift or décor. 

Twenty-nine percent say 
their dog has urinated on or 
knocked over the Christmas 
tree.

But America’s dog obses-
sion doesn’t stop at holiday 
traditions and moral sup-
port in the season of giving.  

Eighty percent of dog 
people will buy their pup a 
gift this holiday season, and 
81 percent would be excited 
to receive a gift from some-
one else that really is meant 
for their dog. 

Seventy-one 71 percent 
of dog people say their dog 
is the happiest receiver on 

their list.
This latest study follows 

earlier surveys by BarkBox, 
which similarly looked at 
the way today’s modern 
generation of dog people do 
life with their dogs. A 2016 
study found that nearly all 
American dog parents feel 
their pup has made them 
better a person in some way 
and will go to great lengths 
to make them happy. The 
company’s research, which 
was conducted by Kelton 
Global, also found that, on 
average, dog parents post 
about their dog on social 
media six times per week.

Study Methodology 
The BarkBox Holiday Sur-
vey was conducted by Kelt-
on Global between Oct. and 
Oct. 30, 2017 among 1,024 
Americans with dogs ages 
18 and over, using an e-mail 
invitation and an online 
survey.  

SOURCE BarkBox

Middle School Champions 
recognized

Six elementary school 
music rooms will soon be 
filled with new additions 
after exciting news from the 
Texas Music Educators As-
sociation (TMEA). 

Music teachers from Bar-
ton, Brown, Good, Hanes, 
Keyes and Townsell were 
recently awarded TMEA 
grants, totaling more than 
$4,682 collectively to fund 

Music teachers 
named grant 

recipients
new instruments, music 
books and instructional re-
sources. Congratulations 
to recipients Megan Bal-
lif (Hanes), Joley Flowers 
(Good), Amber Hinojoza 
(Barton), Karen Juarez 
(Brown), Tammy Thiele 
(Townsell) and Meagan 
Toon (Keyes).

SOURCE Irving ISD

AUSTIN, Texas -- Re-
tailMeNot, Inc., recently 
announced consumer and 
retailer trends following 
the Thanksgiving to Cyber 
Monday shopping weekend. 
RetailMeNot data shows re-
tailers issued more—and 
better—promotions result-

Major retail sale days break records
ing in record spending from 
consumers.

Two Full Weeks of 
Deals From Retailers 

The majority of retailers 
focused their promotions 
on the two-week period 
from Nov. 15 through Cyber 
Monday, with 10 percent of 

those shifting their promo-
tions from the beginning 
of November last year back 
to the middle of the month 
this year. As a notable out-
lier, multi-category retailers 
were more likely to promote 
in early November, while 
single-category retailers 
started promoting mid-

month.
While retailers issued 

promotions labeled “Black 
Friday” in advance of 
Thanksgiving, those dis-
counts were often not as 
deep as those released on 
Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday. Two out of three 
retailers made adjustments 

to their promotional strate-
gy for Black Friday and Cy-
ber Monday, and where we 
observed retailers changing 
their promotions, more 
than half of the deals were 
of better quality than those 
offered in 2016. 

“Most retailers started 
promoting Black Friday of-

fers well in advance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday,” said 
Marissa Tarleton, CMO, Re-
tailMeNot, Inc. “However, 
while Black Friday labeled 
promotions and marketing 
began mid-month, retail-
ers saved their deepest dis-
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HOLIDAY DEALS 
Continued from Page 4

STEPPING LIVELY: Heritage Steppers help kick off the holidays with a Santa oriented dance 
performance. /Photo by Alan Fleck

Sophie
4-year-old Sophie is an exquisite dilute tortie with gray 
undertones. She's quiet and if you give her some petting and 
attention, she will reciprocate with purrs and kisses. She is 
inquisitive but calm and affectionate. She will usually start out 
with her back to you; however, if you give her a bit of love, she 
will turn and let you know that you have her attention. She 
originally came from another shelter as a stray, but it's obvious 
that she was in a home at some point. Her demeanor, attitude, 
and friendliness are a sure sign that she will be an amazing 
companion.

Sunshine
Hi. I'm Sunshine, and I'm about 4 years old. My story 
is one of hope and survival, as I was found injured 
beside the road by a Good Samaritan. This person 
cared enough to pick me up, and get me to the 
shelter. The DFW Humane Society was able to pay 
for me to get the necessary surgery to repair my leg, 
and to provide a safe place for me to recover. I know 
some commands, and I love to run and play. I am 
unsure of small children and other dogs, and will do 
best in a quiet home. You could say that I'm a special 
girl that is looking for a special home. One with lots of 
love, soft beds, and grass to play in. Come see me!

By Alan Fleck
About 40 members and 

friends of the Heritage Se-
nior Center in Irving got 
into the Christmas spirit 
during the Heritage Holiday 
Musicfest on Friday, Dec.1. 

“The evolution of the 
annual Holiday Musicfest 
started many years ago as a 
musical gathering to get the 
holiday season started with 
the Knights of Columbus, 
but unfortunately they had 
to bow out,” Pat Davenport, 
a recreation specialist, said. 
“Following performances at 
the Irving Arts Center, the 
program for Heritage mem-
bers and seniors found itself 
at the Heritage Center.”

The program for this 

The students of Barton El-
ementary School welcomed 
volunteers from American 
Airlines as they celebrated 
“JA in a Day” with Junior 
Achievement of Dallas. 

This marks the 16th year 

Barton flies high with 
American Airlines

American Airlines has par-
ticipated in the successful 
program with Barton Ele-
mentary. Volunteers from 
various sectors of the com-
pany led classes across ev-
ery grade level, covering a 

unique range of topics such 
as marketing, innovation 
and economics. “JA in a 
Day” allows companies to 
send volunteers to deliver 
interactive curriculum at 
participating schools. Bar-

ton students connected with 
professionals and had fun 
engaging in discussions and 
exercises facilitated by their 
guest teachers.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Heritage Holiday Musicfest bolsters holiday spirit

HOLIDAY MUSIC: An entertainer keeps the crowd in the 
holiday spirit with some classical holiday tunes. /Photo by Alan Fleck

year’s Musicfest included 
not only singing, but sev-
eral types of dancing. The 
Heritage Tappers, a tapping 
group of senior women led 
by Syble Youse, impressed 
the crowd with their dance 
moves. Then Becky Griffith 
played the piano and sang a 
few holiday songs. Vicki Bell 
also played Christmas piano 
music.

Special guest Ms. Ma-
ture Irving, Louise Childs, 
dressed in a long red jump-
er and wearing her Ms. Ma-
ture crown. Childs sang her 
rendition of “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer” with-
out accompaniment, and 
encouraged the crowd to 
sing along with her. Childs 

performs often in musical 
theater productions around 
the area.

More dancing followed. 
Another all-female group, 
The Heritage Steppers, per-
formed several numbers. 
A third group, The Butter-
flies, did Spanish dancing 
in traditional Spanish cos-
tumes. Following a costume 
change, the Steppers per-
formed country line danc-
ing set to Christmas music 
including “Sleigh Ride,” and 
the Beach Boys’ “Little St. 
Nick.” 

During the costume 
changes, Daisy Staples, 
coach of The Steppers, 
humored the crowd with 
Christmas jokes: “What 

did Adam say to Eve the 
night before Christmas? It’s 
Christmas, Eve.”

Staples, who spent 24 
years teaching at Irving 
High School, has been with 
the Steppers for 30 years. 
She has a strong perform-
ing arts background and 
has performed in Branson, 
Missouri. 

“We try to have varied 
programs since people en-
joy more variety,” Staples 
said. “We practice every 
Monday for two hours. Our 
dancers include some who 
are 60 years old, as well as 
70, 80, and even one danc-
er who is 93.We are always 
looking for new dancers to 
join, male or female.

“We have five shows 
planned in December, with 
the biggest at Shady Valley 
Country Club in Arlington. 
We also will be appearing 
at the Woman’s Auxiliary at 
Medical City in Arlington,” 
she said.

All the guests enjoyed 
the Christmas entertain-
ment, based on their warm 
applause throughout the 
show.

“It’s very nice to see all 
the different age groups 
represented amongst the 
singers,” Silvia Disciorio, 
an Irving resident since the 
1970s, said. 

counts for Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday itself, prov-
ing these are still the days to 
get the best deals.”

In addition, the volume 
of offers increased with 11.5 
percent more offers avail-
able Thanksgiving through 
Cyber Monday through Re-
tailMeNot compared to the 
same time frame in 2016. 
E-commerce continued to 
be a focus for retail market-
ers on Black Friday, as 57 
percent of the top 100 offers 
on RetailMeNot were on-
line-only. 

Not Just More Deals 
but Better Deals

 This year, retailers of-
fered 14 percent deeper 
dollar-off discounts from 
Thanksgiving through Cy-
ber Monday compared to 
last year. Not only were dol-
lar-off discounts better, but 
consumers were more likely 
to find deals that could be 
stacked using cash back of-
fers and/or discount e-gift 
cards combined with retail-
ers’ typical promo codes or 
sales for maximum savings.

The deepest percent-off 
discounts on Black Friday 
aggregated by category were 
found in travel (average 45 
percent off), designer cloth-
ing (average 36 percent off), 
and teen clothing (average 
26 percent off). 

“Among our top 100 re-
tailers, many brands saw 
the highest consumer en-
gagement with cash back 
offers, including American 
Eagle Outfitters, Express, 
and Staples,” Tarleton said. 

Deepest Discounts on 
Cyber Monday

 Cyber Monday offers 
continued the trend of big 
savings with even deeper 
dollar-off discounts than 
Black Friday. The top 100 
offers for Cyber Monday 
had a 12 percent higher av-
erage dollar-off discount 
than Black Friday, and 56 
percent of all Cyber Monday 
offers were of better quality 
than in 2016. On average, 
Cyber Monday offers were 
20 percent more likely to 
include free shipping than 
Black Friday offers. 

The deepest percent-off 
discounts on Cyber Monday 
were found in the clothing 
category—notably in de-
signer clothing (average 33 
percent off), and teen cloth-
ing (average 32 percent off). 

December Expecta-
tions

Following Black Friday 
and Cyber Week, retailers 
still have plenty of oppor-
tunity to reach shoppers 
before Christmas, and 
most opportunity lies in 
driving sales to their brick-
and-mortar locations. As 
free shipping deadlines ap-
proach, 41 percent of con-
sumers surveyed reported 
they feel nervous about on-
line purchases arriving in a 
timely manner. This worry 
will likely drive more shop-
pers to pick up gifts in stores 
during the final days of the 
season. In fact, almost 9 in 
10 (87 percent) consumers 
surveyed by RetailMeNot 
plan to visit a physical store 
in the month of December, 
and on average, they plan to 
do so seven times. 

“December is the month 
when mobile marketing is 
critical to retailers’ success 
both online and in-store,” 
Tarleton said. “Many con-
sumers begin their shop-
ping journey on their mo-
bile devices and most often 
complete purchases within 
a physical retail store, espe-
cially after mid-December.” 

Methodology
Data and insights are 

based on analysis of a sub-
set of the 500,000 offers 
from 50,000 retailers with-
in our internal data, includ-
ing engagement insights 
from consumers who en-
gaged with these retailers 
on RetailMeNot’s website 
and app platforms between 
Nov. 1 and 27, 2017.

Discounts were evaluated 
in categories for distinction: 
“dollar-off” promotions 
with language specific to 
dollar discount amounts 
were evaluated on dollar 
amount, while “percent-off” 
promotions with language 
specific to a percentage 
discount were evaluated 
on percentage basis. Offers 
with language using both 
terms were evaluated in ei-
ther category as applicable. 

SOURCE RetailMeNot, Inc.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
For Location call Janet at 972-254-8035

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American author and journalist 
Emily Kimbrough who made the following sage 
observation: "Remember, we all stumble, every one 
of us. That's why it's a comfort to go hand in hand."

* In Finland, it is traditional to pay a visit to the steam 
baths on Christmas Day. Nice and clean, Finns then 
put on new clothes before enjoying their Christmas 
dinner, which is served in the evening. 

* The nation of Canada has the longest coastline in 
the world. 

* Lots of people dislike lawyers, right? You might 
be surprised to learn, though, that it isn't a new 
phenomenon. In fact, in 1641 the Massachusetts 

Bay colony made it illegal for anyone to earn money by representing 
another in court, and in 1658, the legislature of Virginia passed 
legislation expelling all lawyers.

* Most people -- even word nerds like yours truly! -- aren't aware that the 
plural form of Sphinx is Sphinges. 

* You might not be surprised to learn that the only bones to be found in 
a shark's body are in its jaws and teeth. 

* Hardly anyone in Greece has a Christmas tree. Instead, most homes 
have a wire suspended across a shallow wooden bowl with water in 
the bottom. A cross wrapped in a sprig of basil is suspended from 
the wire, and the water keeps the basil fresh. Every day during the 
holiday season, a family member dips the cross and basil into some 
holy water and sprinkles each room of the house. In addition to the 
religious significance, this ritual is said to keep away the kallikantzeri, 
mischievous goblins that appear during the 12 days of Christmas.
***
Thought for the Day: "What is freedom of expression? Without the 
freedom to offend, it ceases to exist." -- Salman Rushdie

1. GEOGRAPHY: What was the former 
name of the country Burkina Faso?
2. MEDICAL: What common malady 
would you be suffering from if you had 
ephelides?

3. ASTRONOMY: Where is the SETI (Search for Extra-Terrestrial 
Intelligence) Institute located?
4. MOVIES: What country was the film "The Killing Fields" about?
5. LITERATURE: In what 20th-century novel did the Gamekeeper 
Oliver Mellors appear?
6. MUSIC: Which 1960s-70s band was associated with brothers 
John and Tom Fogerty?
7. FOOD & DRINK: What type of liquor drink is Courvoisier?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president popularized the phrase 
"the buck stops here"?
9. U.S. STATES: Which of state's nicknam is The Bay State?
10. MYTHOLOGY: What Greek goddess was believed to possess 
a universal remedy?

Answers
1. Republic of Upper Volta
2. Freckles
3. Mountain View, California
4. Cambodia
5. "Lady Chatterley's Lover"
6. Creedence Clearwater Revival
7. Cognac
8. Harry Truman
9. Massachusetts
10. Panacea

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WORSHIP ADS
To list your house 
of worship in the 

Rambler, please call
(972) 870-1992

WRITING FURIOUSLY: Writers are recognized for participating in the 
NaNoWriMo.  /Photo by Ariel Graham

NANOWRIMO
Continued from Page 1

WORSHIP ADS

To list your 
house of worship
call 972-870-1992

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret 
Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   

www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., 
Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room 

Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 

857-232-0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., 

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 

21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

doing the actual writing. I 
liked my story idea, I liked 
my characters, but I didn’t 
have a super clear idea of 
where the story was going. 
Now I do, because I’ve writ-
ten the beginning and the 
end. I just have to figure out 
all the stuff in the middle.”

For Sondra Bateman, a 
data entry specialist from 
Irving, the hardest part of 
NaNoWriMo was the com-
mitment to write and finish 
in one month. 

“For me, I had actually 
created a log-in nine years 
ago,” Bateman said. “But 
I never did participate be-
cause I thought, ‘Oh, I can’t 
do this 50,000-word thing.’ 
But it’s actually easier than 
you think, it’s just develop-
ing the discipline [to write 
every day].” This year, 
Bateman wrote a historical 
biography over the Great 
Siege of Malta in 1565.

Janice Vest, an admin-
istrator from Irving, has 
competed in NaNoWriMo 
for the past 8 years. For 
this year’s competition, 
she wrote a contemporary 
Western romance novel. 
She said NaNoWriMo is 
great, for young people es-
pecially, for getting them 
excited and motivated to 
create their own stories, 
rather than watching stories 
played out for them. 

“Writing is a tactile 
sport,” Vest said. “It’s not a 
game where you sit in front 
of a computer and push five 
buttons. There’s nothing 
wrong with [video games], 
but can you do something 
else with a ten-year-old? 
Yes. You can give them a 
pencil and a piece of paper 
and tell him to write the sto-
ry in his head.”

In fact, Vest’s own daugh-
ter Heather, a pre-school 
teacher from Irving, also 
competed in NaNoWriMo 
by writing fan-fiction, a 
popular choice for many 
NaNoWriMo competitors. 

“What I wrote was ba-
sically a sports-themed 
LGBT story,” Heather said. 
“They’re not two things you 
stereotypically find put to-
gether, but it’s something 
I need, and it’s something 
I know other people need. 
That’s how I found myself 
in the genre.”

Although writing tends 
to be a solitary endeavor, 
many of the women agreed 
one of the best things about 
NaNoWriMo was the sense 
of community it brought 
them connecting to other 
writers. According to Vest, 

it is because of NaNoWriMo 
the writers group exists at 
all. 

“This group grew out of 
a NaNoWriMo,” Vest said. 
“We just got together for a 
couple of hours on Tuesday 
nights here in this room 
and wrote together. I would 
say for people interested in 
writing, come join us.”

Linda Opella added 
NaNoWriMo provides a 
unique opportunity for 
writers of any experience to 
sit down and write the sto-
ries they have been wanting 
to tell. 

“The best part about 
NaNoWriMo is it really 
does make you sit down and 
write,” Opella said. “If you 
have a competitive spirit, 
you will keep plugging away 
at it until you finish it. It 
makes you write, it makes 
you focus on it, it makes you 
think about it, and it really 
gets your creative juices go-
ing.”

AUSTIN — Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
recently announced the 
transfer of $1.47 billion into 
the State Highway Fund 
and the Economic Stabiliza-
tion Fund (ESF), common-
ly known as the Rainy Day 
Fund. Each fund received 
more than $734 million, 
or 50 percent of the total 
transfer.

“The Rainy Day Fund is 
an important tool for our 
state, because it allows us 
to maintain solid fiscal foot-
ing even during unforeseen 
circumstances, such as 
those our state encountered 
during Harvey,” Hegar said. 

Texas Comptroller transfers nearly 
$1.5 billion into state funds

“The governor and Legis-
lature will determine how 
best to use this important 
asset, but I think all Tex-
ans are glad this tool is in 
place. Similarly, the trans-
fer into the State Highway 
Fund will continue to allow 
the state to address grow-
ing transportation needs to 
keep our economic engine 
running smoothly.”

The transfer amounts 
are based on oil production 
and natural gas production 
tax revenues in excess of 
1987 collections. If either 
tax is greater than the 1987 
threshold, an amount equal 
to 75 percent of the excess is 

transferred.
In November 2014, a 

constitutional amendment 
was passed allocating at 
least half of these severance 
taxes to the ESF and the re-
mainder to the State High-
way Fund for use on non-
toll highway construction, 
maintenance and right-of-
way acquisition.

According to the Texas 
Constitution, the transfer to 
the ESF must occur within 
90 days following the end of 
the fiscal year. At the end of 
the state’s fiscal year — Aug. 
31, 2017 — the balance in 
the ESF was $10.29 billion. 

The new balance after 
the most recent transfer, 
and accounting for current 
expenditures from fiscal 
2018 ESF appropriations, is 

$10.98 billion.
SOURCE Texas Comptroller of 

Public Accounts
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HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA
Continued from Page 1

chocolate, a petting zoo, and arts and crafts. Inside the city hall open house, city departments offered giveaways, 
several games, and activities. 

Additionally, In-and-Out burger provided free food to attendees.
To conclude the night, the mayor and Santa Claus joined forces to count down the tree lighting and fireworks 

show.
Christine Burkett, who has come out to 

the Holiday Extravaganza every year, said 
this year was one of the best.

“It makes me proud to be an Irving cit-
izen,” Burkett said. “I have been here all 
my life. I remember when Irving was small 
town USA where everybody knew every-
body, and we were a big family.

“This events appeals to everybody. It is a 
good event for the family. We have four gen-
erations here tonight.”

Madden said her favorite part of the ex-
travaganza is how it brings the community 
together.

“In the midst of a big metropolitan area, 
Irving has that small town feel to it,” Mad-
den said. “That is what I like about it. This 
event brings out the spirit of the communi-
ty.” 

Happy Holidays
from the Rambler Staff


