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Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones speaks at the 25th anniversary of The Salvation Army's Super Lunch held at he Irving 
Convention Center. Jones was a pivotal leader helping to start the Super Lunch. /Photo by John Starkey
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SANTA'S NEW RIDE: Families meet Santa and Mrs. Claus in their holiday themed gondola. /Photo by Ariel Graham

By Tricia Sims
The annual country-wide 

memorial event, Wreaths 
Across America was cele-
brated locally in Irving at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens on Saturday, Dec. 16. 

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica began in 1992 when 
Morrill Worcester, owner 
of Worcester Wreath Com-
pany, found himself with 
a surplus of wreaths. He 
thought back to his boyhood 

By Ariel Graham
Santa Claus paid a visit to 

the Mandalay Canal Walk in 
Las Colinas while enjoying 
an unusual mode of trans-
portation.

Santa and Mrs. Claus 
arrived outside the Avoca-
do Lounge and Restaurant 
to visit and take photos 
with children at the canal 
on Saturday, Dec. 16. But 
Santa and his little lady did 
not arrive in his traditional 
one-horse open sleigh, they 

By Ariel Graham
Dallas Cowboys’ own-

er Jerry Jones returned to 
Irving to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of The Salva-
tion Army’s Super Lunch 
presented Tuesday, Dec. 
12, at the Irving Convention 
Center.

The annual lunch and 
auction event serves as the 
biggest fundraiser of the 
year for The Irving Salva-
tion Army. 

Captain Shelley Hood of 
the Dallas Temple/Irving 
Corps, said this year’s lunch 
hosted one of the largest 
turnouts yet, thanks in no 
small part to Jerry Jones 
being the keynote speaker 
and this year’s recipient of 

By Sara Coello
Children and family 

members who participate 
in Irving ISD’s Home In-
struction for Parents of Pre-
school Youngsters (HIPPY), 
Migrant Students, Program 
for Assisting Students in 
School (PASS) and Teen-
age Pregnant and Parent-
ing Students (TAPPS) were 
invited to the fourth annual 
Caring and Sharing dinner, 
hosted by the Irving Schools 
Foundation. A spaghetti 
dinner provided by Olive 
Garden, cookies donated 
by McDonald’s, and cocoa 

The Salvation Army celebrates annual 
Super Lunch with Jerry Jones

the Robert Power Award. 
“This is probably the best 

turnout we’ve had thus far,” 
Hood said. “I think a lot of 
that has to do with Jerry 
Jones being so pivotal to 
The Salvation Army and 
the work of The Salvation 
Army. I think the luncheon 
has increased in its popu-
larity, and it’s an incredible 
way of helping the commu-
nity.”

Ed McCarty, The Sal-
vation Army Irving Advi-
sory Council Chairman, 
explained Jones was an 
integral part of the Super 
Lunch from the very begin-
ning, and it was only right 
Jones come back for the 25th 
anniversary.

“Jerry Jones is the reason 
the Super Lunch started 25 
years ago as a result of his 
meeting with [Robert] Pow-
er, who used to be the may-
or of Irving,” McCarty said. 
“Power introduced Jerry to 
The Salvation Army, and 
Jerry likes to help people 
who are in need. Jones 
started soliciting for people 
to come to the Super Lunch, 
he was one of the main sup-
porters, and he started it in 
Texas Stadium in Irving. 
This is the 25th anniversary, 
so it was very appropriate 
Jones be here to show his 
support.”

Santa’s gondola visits 
Mandalay Canal Walk

Wreaths Across America 
honors fallen heroes

trip to the Arlington Nation-
al cemetery and realized he 
had an opportunity to hon-
or our country’s veterans.

Arrangements were made 
for wreaths to be placed on 
graves in the cemetery that 
were getting less attention, 
older ones that had fewer 
visitors. 

Now Wreaths Across 
America has become a na-
tional organization with 

over 1,200 participating lo-
cations focused on the mis-
sion to Remember - Honor 
- Teach. 

Irving is one of thousands 
of cities that celebrate the 
mission locally. In Irving’s 
eighth year, volunteers 
placed 1,274 wreaths at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens.

were presented in the Irving 
High School cafeteria on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12. The event 
also included photos with 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus, crafts, 
and holiday gifts.

Anne Pfaff established 
the Irving Schools Founda-
tion 33 years ago to raise 
grants for teachers, accord-
ing to her daughter and for-
mer foundation president 
Diana Pfaff.

“I’m just glad to be back 
and to see how much the 

Irving Schools 
Foundation brings 
Christmas joy

floated on an open gondola. 
Kids and families alike were 
invited to board the boat 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
for a one-of-a-kind holiday 
photo.

The idea came from Kev-
an Burg, owner of Stand Up 
Paddle North Texas and 
manager of Gondola Adven-
tures. In all his years taking 
boats up and down the ca-
nal, Burg had never seen 
Santa in a gondola, and he 
wanted to make that idea a 
reality. 

“The canals had a Santa 
at one time,” Burg said. “I 
said to myself, ‘We’ve been 
on the water for 15 years 

now, and there hasn’t been 
a Santa on a gondola. Let’s 
do a gonda-sled.’” 

“We are so excited to 
be able to sponsor Santa’s 
visit,” Lori Sermin, com-
munications manager for 
the Irving Convention and 
Visitors Bureau said. “The 
Irving Convention and 
Visitors Bureau decided 
it would be a great and a 
unique photo opportunity 
to have Santa here on a gon-
dola instead of in his work-
shop or in his sled.”

This is the first time San-

See  CARING AND SHARING
Page 8
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LOVE YOUR 
smile

Do you want to remove 
white spots and stains 

from your teeth?
Ask us about microabrasion. 

Call for a free consultation!

Dr. Vanessa  
Williams

2820 North O’Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

ive your smile the TLC it deserves. 
We offer a full range of general and 

cosmetic dentistry including wisdom teeth 
extractions, dental implants, dentures, and 
microabrasion. We have extended hours. Call 
us for an early or late appointment.

G

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.facebook.com/
mydfwdentist

YOUTH OF THE YEAR: Fourth grader Lisbeth Aguinaga and second 
grader Johnathan Lopez are presented the 2017 'Youth of the Year' award. 
Photo by John Starkey.

The NFL, and the Dallas 
Cowboys in particular, have 
enjoyed a long-standing 
partnership with The Salva-
tion Army. Every year, the 
Dallas Cowboys’ Thanksgiv-
ing Day game serves as the 
national kickoff to the Red 
Kettle Campaign, an event 
that brings a huge amount 
of visibility to The Salvation 
Army’s causes, according to 
Shelley Hood. 

“It’s been a wonderful re-
lationship [with the NFL],” 
Hood said. “To have people 
of such high visibility em-
brace the work and the min-
istry of The Salvation Army 
can do nothing but good for 
our organization and for the 
people who are a part of it.”

Jones himself added, 
while the NFL and the Cow-
boys do so much for The 
Salvation Army, The Army 
does even more for him and 
his team. 

“I can truthfully tell you, 
there is no way the Dallas 
Cowboys, there’s no way 
the NFL, there’s no way 
any individual thing, could 
even approach how much 
we’ve taken away from The 
Salvation Army,” Jones 
said. “These officers truly 
have the spirit of helping, 
and helping with not just 
the tragedies of Hurricane 
Harvey, and not just trage-
dies we see and read about 
all day. They deal with the 
everyday tragedies.”

Jones added he was 
thrilled to be back in Ir-
ving, where some of his best 
memories were made. 

“Without a doubt, the 
greatest memories I have in 
my life have been right here 
in Irving; right there at Tex-
as Stadium where the Cow-
boys were for most of the 
time,” Jones said. “I have a 
great affinity standing here 
today. I have great mem-
ories, and what is special 

about it is to be sitting here 
today, bonded with a great 
organization called The Sal-
vation Army, and know how 
much we can help.”

Two local children were 
also recognized by The Sal-
vation Army. Fourth grad-
er Lisbeth Aguinaga, and 
2nd grader Jonathan Lopez 
were recipients of the 2017 
Youth of the Year awards. 

“[These kids] are lead-
ers within their age group, 
and they always reflect a 
very positive influence and 
example by their actions,” 
Hood said of this year’s win-
ners. “They might be quiet 
verbally, but their actions 
speak loud messages to 
those of us who watch them, 
and tutor them, and partici-
pate with them.”

In recognition of the Su-
per Lunch’s 25th anniver-
sary, The Salvation Army 
of Irving also introduced a 
new fundraising campaign: 
the Impact 25 Club. 

“What we’re asking is that 
donors give $25 every oth-
er month to the Salvation 
Army of Irving and just do 

By Daisy Silos
When Christina Valderas 

and her family walked in-
side Irving High School, she 
never thought she would 
walk out overcome with 
emotion, crying tears of joy. 

“You never think people 
would do something like 
this for you,” Christina said. 
“You see a lot of stuff like 
this on T.V., but you never 
think it would happen to 
you.” 

Earlier this year, Christi-
na and her family suffered 
a house fire and lost every-
thing they owned. The fam-
ily of nine is now living in 
a two bedroom apartment 
and are struggling financial-
ly. After hearing their story, 
the family was put up for 
“adoption,” through the Ir-
ving district wide program 
called Project Adoption. 

Project Adoption is or-
ganized by the student 

it for the next year,” Hood 
said. “If we have enough do-
nors who are willing to give 
$25 every other month, the 
proceeds for that go right 
into the Boys and Girls Club 
and the programming for 
everything that is involved 
with our staff and our vol-
unteers and Sylvan Learn-
ing Center. It just goes right 
back into helping us provide 
the best for the kids.”

Irving ISD adoption program celebrates generosity 
council of each Irving ISD 
high school. Although each 
school refers to it by a dif-
ferent name, the goal of the 
program is essentially the 
same: to provide low income 
families with a holiday ex-
perience by assisting them 
with presents and food. The 
families are chosen from the 
feeder elementary schools 
and are selected by school 
counselors. 

“This is a yearly tradition 
at Irving High. It’s one of 
the most beautiful ones we 
have, because we contribute 
to the community by pro-
viding gifts and food for low 
income families that other-
wise would not be able to 
afford,” Irving high school 
student council president 
Miriam Trigo said. 

This is the 39th year, Ir-
ving High School participat-
ed in Project Adoption. This 
year the students adopted 

62 families. The school puts 
on the event the last day be-
fore Winter Break during 
second period class. Some 
classes team up to “adopt” a 
family and throw a holiday 
celebration for them. 

“The families are ran-
domly selected and paired 
up with a class,” student 
council advisor Sarah Keith 
said. “Our kids love helping 
out other people, and the 
thing that touches me the 
most is a lot of our kids don’t 
have a lot to begin with, but 
seeing them come together 
and provide for these fami-
lies is really a story to tell.”

The Valderas family was 
adopted by the Irving High 
girls basketball and volley-
ball teams who also paired 
up with two additional 
classes. All the students in 
this group worked to raise 
money to buy gifts for the 
family as well as to get food 

and clothes donations. 
The students raised 

enough money to purchase 
a bundle of toys for each of 
the seven children, a table 
full of gifts for the fami-
ly which included a T.V., 
kitchen and laundry appli-
ances and even had a com-
pany donate three king size 
mattresses and pillows for 
the family. 

“These teams hit the 
ground running,” Keith 
said. “It was probably a 
dream come true for that 
family at this time. I think 
that family was placed with 
Coach Sumpter and Coach 
Robinson for a reason, be-
cause they needed it. Those 
kids and those coaches had 
their hearts in it and wanted 
to do as much as they could 
for that family.” 

Volleyball Coach Cara 
Sumpter and Girls Basket-
ball Coach Katrina Rob-
inson were very proud of 
the hard work their teams 
put into contributing for 
the Valderas family. Both 
coaches wanted to make 
sure their teams understood 
the importance of giving 
back to their community. 

“I told them this is way 
bigger than any sport you’ll 
ever play,” Robinson said. 
“Being able to help someone 
who’s in need is way bigger. 

I’m very proud of both pro-
grams and the kids in the 
second period class who 
contributed, because it’s all 
in the spirit of giving.” 

When Valderas and her 
family walked into the gym, 
they were all greeted to a 
pile of gifts for each and an 
appearance by Santa Claus, 
and Big Irv, the Irving High 
School mascot. Christina 
said she could not believe all 
the things the students got 
for her family. 

“This is beyond what I 
thought,” Christina said. 
“No one has ever done any-
thing like this for us. We’ve 
had a rough year, and we’re 
just very, very blessed and 
appreciative of what they’ve 
done for us.” 

After the adopted families 
went home with their gifts 

Friday afternoon, the stu-
dent council members came 
in early Saturday morning 
to distribute the food they 
collected from the canned 
food drives along with tur-
keys, hams, rolls and pies 
they purchased for all of the 
62 families they adopted. 

“This is my favorite tradi-
tion and probably the best 
thing Irving High does for 
the community,” Keith said. 
“It’s all about teaching our 
kids to be humble and give 
back, and it’s funny because 
it really opens their eyes. 
We tend to think teenagers 
think it’s all about them-
selves, but it really flips the 
script this time of year, be-
cause they really make it all 
about helping these families 
which is truly special.”

PROJECT ADOPTION: The Valderas family receives gifts from the Irving High girls basketball and volleyball 
teams along with two additional classes. This family was one of many 'adopted' by Irving High School students. Photo by 
Daisy Silos

OVERJOYED: Mariah Valderas, one of the 7 children in the Valderas 
family, excitedly opens her presents. Photo by Daisy Silos

BIG SMILES: One of the youngest in the Valderas family receives help opening gifts from an Irving High School 
student and the mascot. Photo by Daisy Silos
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING: Students from Irving's Academy of Achievers raised over $1,000 for children in need 
this holiday season.  Students and their parents went to Target to pick out toys and games to donate. The students took all 
the items to the non-profit organization Rainbow Room./Photo by Sara Coello.

CRAFT TIME: Families gather at the Irving Arts Center for Holiday Fun 
Days where children create holiday cards and crafts. /Photo by Alan Fleck

By Alan Fleck
The Irving Arts Center 

hosted a Holiday Fun Days 
sessions for kids of all ages 
on Saturday, Dec. 16.

Participants could make 
holiday cards, have get their 
faces painted, and visit with 
Santa one-on-one all at no 
cost.

Volunteers from Coppell 
Middle School helped chil-
dren gather construction 
paper and glue, and pro-
vided ideas on how to de-
sign holiday cards. Coppell 
students Jessica Liang and 
Vibha Kolathaya earned 
volunteer hours for the Na-
tional Junior Honor Society 
by assisting with the event. 

“There was no specific age 
group targeted for the event, 
even 20-somethings could 
participate and then go to 
lunch, if desired.” Suzanne 
Jett, one of the leaders of 

EVENT HALL RENTALS
IRVING ELKS LODGE #2334

2015 N. BRITAIN RD., IRVING, TX 75061
PLEASE CALL (972) 579-0005
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEATING FOR UP TO 230 PEOPLE, FULL SERVICE BAR.

Irving Arts Center offers 
crafts and Santa visits

the activity who works for 
the Irving Arts Center, said. 
“There are always teachers 
or professionals assisting 
during with the event.”

Also attending and man-
ning a materials table was 
Michele Quarton, a program 
developer for the Irving Art 
Association. Quarton, a re-
tired child DEV specialist 
and part-time artist, said 
this was her first year to be 
involved with the event. 

Bhart and Chandra Singh 
and their daughter, Tani-
sha, age 6, were having fun 
on a grey Saturday after-
noon. 

The IAC offers Family 
Fun Days on the second 
Sunday of the month from 1 
to 4 p.m. 

By Sara Coello
In the weeks before 

Christmas, a group of eight 
youngsters joined holi-
day shoppers in Target’s 
toy aisles. The group filled 
four carts to the brim with 
$1000 worth of toys and 
games they would not keep.

Students from Irving’s 
Academy of Achievers, ages 
4-10, raised $1755.25 for 
their bi-annual community 
service project. They used 
$1000 to buy toys for the 
Community Partners of 
Dallas’ Rainbow Room. 

The balance of the funds 
raised will be used for chil-
dren in need who attend 
Above and Beyond Cen-
ter for Children daycare, 
which feeds into Academy 
of Achievers. Though fund-
raising is part of the curric-
ulum, the students decided 
which causes to support.

“I didn’t want to tell them 
what to do [with the mon-
ey],” teacher Amanda Callo-
way Duling-El said. “It’s re-
ally important they develop 
a voice.”

Irving students go shopping for children in need

PERUSING ISLES: Each student carefully selects toys and games they think are fun. Each pair of students has a 
budget of $250 to spend./Photo Sara Coello.

After considering a few 
other causes, the children 
settled on toy donations, just 
in time for Christmas. After 
taking their hard-earned 
money for a shopping spree, 
the children took the toys to 
the Rainbow Room on Dec. 
14, where they learned how 
the nonprofit uses dona-
tions for children in Child 
Protective Services.

Before the lesson, kin-
dergartener Cielo Medina 
was excited to help children 
without toys, but did not 
quite grasp the concept of 
children being separated 
from their parents, Callo-
way Duling-El said.

The school’s integrated 
curriculum allowed Callo-
way Duling-El to connect 
the project to social studies 
classes. Earlier in the year, 
students learned about 
needs and wants. The stu-
dents are currently focusing 
on citizenship and Ameri-
can history. Students also 
took a few weeks to focus on 
spelling, as they raised the 
money by asking for pledg-

es for a Spell-A-Thon and 
spelling bee.

“My highest hopes were 
maybe $100 from each 
child,” Calloway Duling-El 
said. 

But the children had big-
ger goals. 

As soon as the fundrais-
er was planned, 5th grader 
Joanna Calloway Duling-El 
began collecting donations 
from her friends at other 
schools, and kindergarten-
er Evan Haggard filled an 
entire page with pledges 
at basketball practice after 
school. 

Joanna raised the most 
by just one quarter, with 
$519.25, while 1st grader Is-
abella Pitt came in second 
with an even $519. 

On the day of the shop-
ping trip, the children split 
into four pairs, each with 
an adult, and piled toys into 
carts until their supervis-
ing adults told them they 
reached the $250 limit. 
Within an hour, parent vol-
unteers loaded the bags into 
a truck, and the students 

filed back into their purple 
van to return to the Rain-
bow Room.

“I looked for girl toys, and 
boy toys, and baby stuff,” 
1st grader Micah Amachigh 
said. “Everybody needs 
stuff.”

Some had more exciting 
reasons for their choices, 
like fellow 1st grader Caleb 
Amachigh, who raced down 
an aisle to reach a board 
game called Toilet Trouble.

“I saw this one on TV,” 
Caleb said. “They’ll like it.”

Kindergartener Isabella 
Coleman chose a Princess 
Elena doll for one of her 
donations, while classmate 
Carter Durant said he was 
most excited to donate a 
Star Wars Kylo Ren toy.

As this semester’s com-
munity service project fo-
cused on financial support, 
next semester’s will revolve 

around volunteering time. 
The school, which is in its 
first academic year, is ex-
pected to double in student 
body size by next August, 
according to principal Deb-
orah Bailey. The students 
have not yet decided what 
project they want to focus 
their efforts on next, but 
judging by their work this 
semester, they will work 
hard to succeed.

Elf
Hi I am ELF !!!. I am an adorable, buff colored, 1 year old 
neutered male. Look at that awesome picture of me- it looks 
like I am saying, "Peek a Boo I see You!" Please come by and 
let me be your Elf on a shelf and share the love of the holidays. 

Ruby
Well hello there!
I've been waiting for someone to check me out. I'm Ruby. Let 
me tell you a little bit about myself. I'm a 3 year old female 
shepherd/retriever mix, who like everyone else around here, 
is looking for my forever home and hoping that it might be 
with you. I'll be honest. Though I'm three years old, I still 
have a lot of puppy in me. I am an active girl, no laying 
around for me. 
One of the things I love to do is run. And I do mean run, so 
I'm going to need a backyard where I can run and play as 
much as I want. I like to chase after toys. I haven't got the 
game of fetch down yet, but I'm working on it.
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Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in: 

Editing, Writing, and Photography

For more information call
 972-870-1992

LEGAL

CLASSIFIEDS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

EMPLOYMENT

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Betty Maxfield Sept. 30, 1937 – Dec. 14, 2017 
Jose Antonio Cortez Sept. 10,1992 – Dec.14,2017
Roger Mac Rawlins Jan. 25, 1958 – Dec. 18, 2017

Sara “Sally” B. Wicks Sept. 17, 1933 – Dec. 19, 2017

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Claire Brown St. Clair Sept. 20, 1925 – Dec. 16, 2017

GONDOLA
Continued from Page 1

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

of Board of Trustees of Ir-
ving Community Hospi-
tal Foundation; lifetime 
member  Irving Healthcare 
Foundation Guild; lifetime 
member Irving Heritage 
Society; lifetime member 
Friends of the Irving Pub-
lic Library; member of the 
Irving Public Library Board 
(this was one of her pas-
sions) and president 1995 
– 1997; member of Irving 
Transportation Task Force; 
member Capital Improve-
ments Bond Committee for 
the City of Irving; Volun-
teer Achievement Award 
from the Irving Healthcare 
Foundation Board and Bay-
lor Medical Center at Irving 
Trustees; lifetime mem-
ber Irving Woman’s Club; 
member of First Christian 
Church (1952 – until her 
death). Bobbie was the 
heart of her family and trea-

sured friend to many. She 
leaves an indelible mark 
and will be deeply missed. 
The family received friends 
on Tuesday, December 19, 
2017 from 6:00 pm to 7:00 
pm at Browns’ Memorial 
Funeral Home. A funeral 
service was held at 2:00 
pm Wednesday, December 

BARBARA “BOBBIE” JUNE
THIEBAUD THOMAS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, January 18, 2018, 7 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC17-
0081: Approximately 7.125 acres located at 501 W. Las Colinas Blvd (north 
side of Promenade Parkway, approximately 400 feet east of Las Colinas 
Blvd. The applicant is proposing to amend the Comprehensive Plan Future 
Land Use Map from Urban District to Transit Oriented Development uses, 
and requesting to rezone to revise the TOD (Transit Oriented District) 
General Plan to allow single family residential uses. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE 
ZC17-0082: Approximately 3.4 acres located at 610, 614, 702 
N. Irving Heights Drive. The applicant is proposing to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map from Business District 
to Residential Neighborhood uses and rezone from R-6 (Single 
Family) and R-7.5 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for  
R-7.5 (Single Family) uses to allow a lot width variance from 60’ to 50’. 

ZONING CASE ZC17-0084:  Approximately 8.089 acres located on the 
south side of W. Sixth Street and the west side of S. Ohio Street.  The 
applicant is requesting to rezone the property from R-XF (Residential Extra 
Family) and R-MF-2 (Multi-Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for 
R-ZLa (Zero Lot Line) uses to develop the property with approximately 
50 single family homes and three (3) open space lots.

ZONNG CASE ZC17-0085:  Approximately 16.787 acres located north of 
Fuller Drive and west of W. Las Colinas Blvd.  The applicant is requesting 
to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant 
with the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for 
on-premises consumption), Convention Center, Retail, Entertainment, 
Hotel, Restaurant and related uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB 
(Restaurant with the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption), Convention Center, Retail, 
Entertainment, Hotel, Restaurant and related uses to amend the detailed 
site plan and permitted uses.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response 
for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & Community 
Development Dept. at the address listed above during normal business 
hours. For additional information, please contact the Department at 972-
721-2424. Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10018

ZONING CASE NO. ZC16-0106
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD FOR S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS 
SECTOR 8, 1ST INSTALLMENT ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 5435 
NORTH MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO PUD PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION USES 
UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE 
CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, 
SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS 

HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

IRVING, TEXAS, on December 14, 2017.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10019 

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0075
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS 
SECTOR 8, 1ST INSTALLMENT ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 6911 
N. MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; REPEALING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2016-9791 WHICH GRANTED PUD (PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT) FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION 
USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND 
REINSTATING THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY TO PUD (PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED IN ORDINANCE 
NO. 4204; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN 
CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 

PROVIDING A PENALTY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on December 14, 2017.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10021

ZONING CASE NO. ZC17-0080
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE CROSSROADS 
CENTER ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 10025 NORTH MACARTHUR 
BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-N, CAR WASH, AND OUTSIDE DINING USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-N AND CAR WASH USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND 
ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE 
A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

IRVING, TEXAS, on December 14, 2017.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

Barbara “Bobbie” June 
Thiebaud Thomas passed 
away on December 16, 
2017, at the grand age of 
90.  She was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, a de-
vout Christian woman, a 
supportive, compassionate 
friend and a 50-year-plus 
crusader for Irving growth.  
Bobbie was preceeded in 
death by  her loving hus-
band of 67 years, Dr. Ben-
jamin Watkins Thomas, 
a long-time Irving dentist 
(He served his family, com-
munity and country with 
love and faithfulness.) her 
father, William Thiebaud, a 
wonderful, elegant, much-
loved daddy who unexpect-
edly became a single parent 
to a 12-year-old Bobbie (She 
was the apple of his eye for 

the remainder of his life 
and equally adored by her.) 
her mother, Agnes “Billie” 
Jewel Shook Thiebaud, who 
was amazing and fun, even 
during her brief illness. (She 
passed away in 1939 from 
complications of multiple 
sclerosis) her big sister, 
Marjorie “Margie” Eve-
lyn Thiebaud, died at age 
12 in the New Long school 
explosion in 1937 (This 

tragedy was described by a 
very young reporter, Wal-
ter Cronkite, as “The day a 
generation died.” Because 
of the explosion, a strong, 
noxious odor was added to 
previously odorless natural 
gas to prevent any further 
such tragedies.) She is sur-
vived by family members 
who adored her: much-
loved children, Jan and Bill; 
two prized grandchildren, 
Mindy (her husband Tom-
my) and Mark (his wife 
Melissa); five wonderful 
great-grandchildren, Mark, 
Jordan, Ben, Elizabeth and 
Ryan; nephew by marriage 
Tommy Timmons; niece 
by marriage Laura L. Jones 
Hulbert. Bobbie was very 
involved in all things Irving: 
member of the Steering 
Committee; Irving Health-
care Foundation fundraiser, 
Texasfest; former member 

20, 2017 at First Christian 
Church, 104 West Grauwy-
ler Road in Irving with Rev. 
Deborah R. Jones officiat-
ing. A private family burial 
will follow the funeral ser-
vice. Memorial donations 
may be made to The Friends 
of Irving Library at www.
friendsofirvinglibrary.com.

ta’s gondola has arrived at 
the Mandalay Canal Walk, 
and according to Sermin, it 
came with a few first-time 
challenges. 

“We planned it on short 
notice, not knowing how 
many people we were going 
to have,” Sermin said. “But 
we’re hoping it’ll be a great 
thing for the community, 
and we can make it bigger 
and better next year.”

The photo op still drew a 
good crowd, thanks in part 
to a contest held in conjunc-
tion with Santa’s visit. 

“Everybody who gets 
their picture taken with 
Santa is encouraged to post 
their picture,” Sermin said, 
following certain rules. “The 
winner will receive a cruise 
for four on the gondola, an 
overnight stay at the Omni 
Mandalay, and a gift cer-
tificate for the Avocado 
Lounge.”

Many of the families who 
stopped by were delighted 
by the unique setting and 
enjoyed taking their kids to 
the canal to meet Santa. 

“This is the first time 
we’ve ever seen Santa in a 
gondola,” Mohammed A. of 
Carrollton said. 

Overall, Sermin was 
pleased with the turnout. 
She would like to bring 
Santa’s gondola back next 
year, if for no other reason 
than to give kids a chance to 
meet Santa in a Las Colinas 
setting. 

“We weren’t sure what 
to expect, but I think the 
fact we’ve had ten, fifteen 
customers within the first 
20-30 minutes is fantastic,” 
Sermin said. “If we could 
make three kids happy, we’d 
be happy. If we could make 
30 kids happy, it’d be even 
better.”

MR. AND MRS. CLAUS: A toddler visits the holiday couple to make 
her Christmas wishes known. /Photo by Ariel Graham

What was old-fashioned 
is now vintage chic. The 
Coppell Senior Center Ma-
terial Girls group spent the 
month of November cro-
cheting memories of Christ-
mas past for seniors at Cop-
pell’s Sandy Lake Rehab 
and St. Joseph Village. 

The Material Girls re-
vamped a vintage cro-
chet pattern, then lovingly 
crocheted and decorated 
26 vintage Granny Square 
Christmas Trees to adorn 
and charm the rooms of 
senior patients. Each tree 

Material Girls 
bring nostalgia

is as unique as its maker 
and comes complete with 
a handmade gift/storage 
bag and homemade gift 
tag. Recipients noted the 
vintage trees spark mem-
ories of the homespun 
simplicity of times gone by 
and bring warm comfort. 
The Material Girls vintage 
trees prove that while times 
may change, empathy, 
compassion and good will 
towards those in need never 
goes out of style. 

SOURCE Coppell Senior and 
Community Center 
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By Matt Mungle
Synopsis: Molly’s Game 

is based on the true story 
of Molly Bloom, an Olym-
pic-class skier who ran the 
world’s most exclusive high-
stakes poker game for a de-
cade before being arrested 
in the middle of the night 
by 17 FBI agents wielding 
automatic weapons. Her 
players included Hollywood 
royalty, sports stars, busi-
ness titans and finally, un-
beknownst to her, the Rus-
sian mob. Her only ally was 
her criminal defense lawyer 
Charlie Jaffey, who learned 
there was much more to 
Molly than the tabloids led 
us to believe.

Award buzz: Jessica 
Chastain Best Actress, Idris 
Elba Best Supporting Actor, 
Best Picture

Review: Molly Bloom is 
one of those people whose 
story is better than any Hol-
lywood could create. Her 
rise and fall in the Olym-
pic world alone would be 
great movie fodder. What 
happened after that though 
is fantastic. Even if you 
read her best-selling book 
you need to see Molly’s 
Game which tells “the rest 
of the story”.

Molly (Jessica Chastain) 
has a brilliant mind and a 
tenacity for winning. When 
she decides to host pok-
er nights with some of the 
world’s most elite, powerful, 
and famous people you can 
bet it is going to be the best 
game in town. She plays 
by the rules and to her it is 
strictly business. But the 
FBI sees things differently, 
and soon she finds herself 
in the hands of the FBI. 
Out of money and a busi-

MOVIE REVIEWS

Exclusive poker game, 
players busted by Feds

ness, she turns to attorney 
Charlie Jaffey (Idris Elba) to 
help defend her case. 

There is a lot about this 
film that is entertaining and 
riveting. Though many of 
her high profile clients have 
fake names in the movie (in-
cluding player X) it doesn’t 
take much to figure out who 
some are. The story balanc-
es the legal battle as well as 
Molly’s games. Many will 
like the courtroom con-
tent, but fans of poker and 
the intrigue behind secret 
meetings will love the high 
stakes portion of the plot. 

Chastain is perfect in this 
role. She is focused and 
what at times comes across 
as coldness soon becomes 
apparent as a shrewd busi-
ness mindset. Many would 
never be able to handle the 
money or rubbing shoulders 
with the people she does; 
without getting caught up 
in the glamour. Near the 
end when the hours and na-
ture of the job start to wear 

on her, Jessica captures 
the tension in her voice 
and body language. Elba is 
always a powerful presence 
and is fun to watch. 

The film is long, but 
moves at a good pace due 
to the dramatic action and 
conversations. The amount 
of intriguing characters also 
helps pass the time. The 
movie made me want to 
read the book immediately. 
Molly’s Game is rated R for 
language, drug content and 
some violence. It is an adult 
film in themes, content, and 
pacing. Nothing is crude or 
salacious. Writer/director 
Aaron Sorkin knows exactly 
how to handle such content 
and make it above board. I 
give it 4 out of 5 big blinds. 
You will be all in with this 
one. 

Matt Mungle | @the-
mungle | Member: Broad-
cast Film Critics Associa-
tion (BFCA) & Dallas-Fort 
Worth Film Critics Associa-
tion (DFWFCA)

FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEY

TOP TEN MOVIES
1. Star Wars: Episode VIII -- The Last Jedi (PG-13) Daisy 
    Ridley, John Boyega
2. Ferdinand (PG) animated
3. Coco (PG) animated
4. Wonder (PG) Jacob Tremblay, Owen Wilson
5. Justice League (PG-13) Ben Affleck, Gal Gadot
6. Daddy's Home Two (PG-13) Will Ferrell, Mark 
     Wahlberg
7. Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13) Chris Hemsworth, Tom 
    Hiddleston
8. The Disaster Artist (R) James Franco, Dave Franco
9. Murder on the Orient Express (PG-13) Kenneth
    Branagh, Penelope Cruz
10. Lady Bird (R) Saoirse Ronan, Odeya Rush

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

Remember TV Dinners?
A show of hands, please: 

Do you remember when TV 
dinners first came out? Maybe 
you were a child then, or maybe 
you were the cook in the house. 
One way or the other, those 
frozen dinners took America by 
storm.

The first TV dinner came out 
in the 1950s -- a Thanksgiving 
dinner with slices of turkey, 
sweet potatoes, dressing and 
peas. It took 25 minutes to heat 
in the oven. Families gathered 
around the television and ate 
on TV tray tables. While the 
cook in the family was happy 
about the convenience, all was 
not rosy.

Those early dinners cost 98 
cents. Doesn’t sound like much 
until you calculate that in cur-
rent dollars: Today that same 
frozen dinner would cost $8.98 
or more.

There were no choices when 
it came to the vegetable. If you 
liked the meat selection and the 
mashed potatoes common in 
the dinners, maybe you didn’t 
like the peas/corn/carrots 
combo. A few years later the 
aluminum trays were changed 
to accommodate a small des-
sert ... as long as you liked hot 
peach slices.

And remember having to 
carefully cut the foil top to ex-
pose certain parts of the meal 

while keeping the rest sealed?
Nutrition content wasn’t 

required on the packaging, so 
there’s no telling how much so-
dium was in the meals.

The men of the family 
weren’t thrilled by the small 
amount of food -- and no sec-
onds! It was like eating airplane 
food, they said, and they were 
right, because that’s where TV 
dinners got their start.

The TV dinner and its suc-
cessors had such an impact on 
our way of life that an original 
aluminum tray even made it to 
the Smithsonian.

But to this day, the image on 
the box still doesn’t look like 
the contents once you open it.
(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

SENIOR NEWS LINE
By Matilda Charles
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting 
location and time. If an organization wishes to have 
more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic 

Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
East Buffet Rest.

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
Sticks and Strings

Community Knitting Group
First and third Tuesdays 

2:00-4:00 pm
S. Irving Library, 2nd floor boardroom 
Beginners and Crocheters welcome

www.sticksandstrings.org
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American professor and noted 
author Isaac Asimov who made the following sage 
observation: "A poor idea well-written is more likely to 
be accepted than a good idea poorly written."

* According to a Scandinavian tradition, Christmas 
gifts aren't delivered by Santa Claus or Saint 
Nicholas -- a little gnome called Julenisse puts gifts 
under the tree. And instead of cookies and milk, 
children put out a bowl of porridge for him. 

* It's commonly believed that misery sometimes can 
beget genius -- the stereotype of the tortured artist is 
ubiquitous. However, recent research suggests that 
there's not as much truth to the trope as many think. 
According to a study titled "Death, Bereavement 
and Creativity," recently published in the journal 

Management Science, works created by painters during the year 
following a loved one's death were worth about 35 percent less that 
other works by the same artist. Those paintings also are significantly 
less likely to be included in the collection of a major museum.

* Those who enjoy making calculations have determined that Santa 
would have to visit nearly 900 homes every second to finish all his 
deliveries on Christmas Eve. 

* The first time a news event was shown in a motion-picture film reel was 
in 1896, and the subject was the coronation of Russian Czar Nicholas II.

* Like many of us, those in the Netherlands celebrate Christmas on Dec. 
25. However, the children there eagerly await the arrival of "Sinterklaas" 
on Dec. 5, when children receive their presents. The name Santa Claus 
supposedly derived from older Dutch "Sinte Klaas."
***
Thought for the Day: "We have to face the fact that either all of us are 
going to die together or we are going to learn to live together, and if we 
are to live together we have to talk."

1. MONEY: What was the common 
currency in Portugal prior to the euro?
2. MOVIES: What 1990s horror movie 
featured Henry Winkler as the principal of 
Woodsboro High School? 

3. THEATER: What musical included the characters of Maria 
Rainer and Captain Georg von Trapp?
4. ANATOMY: What are the names of the arteries that supply 
blood to the head and neck?
5. MEASUREMENTS: What does an isobar represent on a map?
6. LANGUAGE: What word represents the letter R in the NATO 
Phonetic Alphabet?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the significance of the 38th parallel 
north?
8. FAMOUS QUOTES: What 20th-century politician once said, 
"Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts"?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where does the Oberammagau 
passion play take place every 10 years?
10. ASTRONOMY: What is the only constellation of the Zodiac 
representing an inanimate object?

Answers
1. Escudo
2. "Scream"
3. "The Sound of Music"
4. Carotid
5. Atmospheric pressure
6. Romeo
7. It forms the border between North 
and South Korea.
8. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
9. Germany
10. Libra (the scales)

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
Continued from Page 1

WORSHIP ADS

To list your 
house of worship
call 972-870-1992

UNITY CHURCH

Unity of Irving
Sunday Morning Services:

9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service

& Children’s Church
Reverend Frank Pounders

and Reverend Margaret 
Pounders

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 
75061

972-253-5083
unitychurchofirving.com

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third,  75060
972-253-3531   

www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Dr. Jack Wallace, Senior Pastor
Sammy Hargrove, Associate 

Pastor Emeritus

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m
Ministerio Hispano NISSI
Estudio Biblico 1:00 p.m.

Servicio Adoracion 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

2250 W Pioneer Dr., 
Irving, 75061
972-253-7202

www.ChristianScienceIrving.com
Sunday & Sunday School 10 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Reading Room 

Mon-Sat 10am-1pm
Dial in to services: 

857-232-0476
access code 884879

For inspiring programs 24/7 call:
214-His-Work (214-447-9675)

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd., 

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 

21st Century
Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
972-790-8606 

www.BeltLineChurch.com

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W. Airport Freeway Irving Tx
972-255-4185

www.ppumc.org

UNITED METHODIST

WORSHIP

Sunday Morning 
Worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional 
Communion Service

Holy Communion every Sunday

9:15 a.m.
Non-Traditional Service

Plymouth Park Praise Band

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Service

Chancel Choir

Dr. William E. La Barr, 
Senior Pastor

Dr. Rusty Hedges, Associate Pastor

We're holding a place for you!

PLYMOUTH PARK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062

972-255-4185

For more details go to www.ppumc.org

Gary Westerman, Fu-
neral Director for Ben F. 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home, served as one of the 
organizers for the event. 

“It is just one small thing 
we can do for others who 
did a huge thing,” Wester-
man said.

Westerman arranges for 
Irving community members 
to present a wreath for each 
of the military branches as 
well as the police and fire 
departments.

“We try to keep it strictly 
Irving,” Westerman said. 
“It’s going through and try-
ing to find someone we can 
ask to be a wreath present-
er.”

To honor the Army vet-
erans, Bernice Steele pre-
sented the wreath. The 
Navy branch was present-
ed a wreath by Christopher 
Reding. The Coast Guard 
was represented by Lt. Fred 
Day. The Marine Corps were 
honored by Lou Jean Duff. 
The Merchant Marines were 
represented by Joe Watson. 
The Prisoners of War and 
Missing on Action wreaths 
were laid by Kevin Kasky, a 
Marine Corps veteran. Rec-
ognizing the police in Irving 
was Chief Jeff Spivey, and 
recognizing the firefighters 
of Irving was Assistant Chief 
Rich Stewart. 

“It was difficult to find 
people in Coast Guard and 
Merchant Marine people to 
present,” Westerman said. 
“But easier to find Army. 
We have a lot of Army vets 
in Irving.”

As a part of the teaching 
aspect, Westerman spoke 
about Corporal Orville Reid 
Sparkman and his service 
during World War ll. 

“Corporal Sparkman was 
on sentry duty in December 
1941 outside the American 
Embassy in Japan,” Wester-
man said. “On Dec. 7, before 
bombs fell in Hawaii, the 
Japanese overran the em-
bassy taking all the Marines 
and staff hostage. Corporal 
Sparkman was incarcerat-
ed with 25 other Marines 
for four years, only escap-
ing when American bombs 
started falling on Tokyo. He 
was one of only five of those 

Marines who made it state-
side through the bombing. 

“Finding some of the sto-
ries we come across is amaz-
ing like Corporal Spark-
man,” Westerman said. 
“Can you just imagine?”

The honoring aspect of 
the event was represented 
with the flag presentation. 
At the ceremony, military 
veterans demonstrated the 
13 folds as Westerman ex-
plained the significance of 
each fold.

“The flag of the United 
States of America s folded 13 
times when it is lowered or 
when it is folded and hand-
ed to the next of kin at the 
burial of a veteran,” Wester-
man said. “They have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for all 
of us by honoring our flag 
and our country.”

The remembering as-
pect of the ceremony was 
honored as the volunteers 
placed wreaths at the graves. 
Westerman asks the volun-
teers to take a moment to 
remember the fallen when 
placing the wreaths.

“Everybody dies twice,” 
Westerman said. “Once 
when they take that last 
breath and a second time 
when their name is no lon-
ger spoken. That’s why we 
ask people to speak those 
names and remember 
them.”

The ceremony ended with 
a salute to the veterans with 
a bagpipe performance of 
“Taps” the official bugle call. 

Children and families vol-
unteered their time to place 

over 1,000 wreaths in the 
cemetery.

“I’m in Scouts, so this is 
kind of a Scouts project,” 
volunteer Chris Bearcroft 
said. “My great-grandpar-
ents are buried out here. It’s 
important to have this event 
to honor the people that 
fought for our freedom.”

By the end of the event, 
Bearcroft laid over 30 
wreaths himself.

“It’s just fun to help the 
community and to honor 
the veterans that fought for 
us,” he said.

American Heritage troop 
brought members out to the 
event as well. The Becker 
family is a part of the orga-
nization and participated in 
Wreaths Across America for 
the first time.

“We have to remember 
our soldiers and the sacri-
fice they made, and these 

kids have to learn about it 
too,” Alexia Becker said.

“I loved the ceremony,” 
Athena Becker said. “It was 
really cool to hear the sto-
ries and to see all the differ-
ent people who are a part of 

the military.”
“Taps was beautiful,” 

Alexia Becker said. “I can’t 
get enough of the bagpipes, 
and the one walking away 
was really cool and very 
moving.”

TAPS: The Irving Fire Department performs "Taps."/Photo by Tricia Sims

HONOR, TEACH, REMEMBER: A mother and child place a wreath 
on a grave at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

CELEBRATION: The Irving Chorale performs American classics in honor of veterans during the 8th annual Wreaths Across America. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

AUSTIN, TX - In a posi-
tive step, the Texas Trans-
portation Commission re-
cently voted to scrap the toll 
element of the Dallas I-635 
expansion project and the 
Austin I-35 project from 
the Uniform Transportation 
Plan (UTP).

“Advocates of tolling and 
managed lanes continually 
argue there is not enough 
funding in traditional meth-
ods to fix the state’s conges-
tion problems, urging the 
commission to ‘keep every 
tool in the toolbox,’ Senator 
Hall said. “Prop. 1 and Prop. 
7, which were initially con-
sidered as part of the I-635 

Transportation commission scraps I-635 tolling
E funding scheme, are con-
stitutionally protected from 
going to toll projects, and 
TxDOT must abide by the 
wishes of the voters and get 
these projects done without 
tolls.

“Another concerning is-
sue is how money is allocat-
ed. Some regional planners 
attempt to create a false be-
lief that there is not enough 
money by diverting funds to 
lower priority projects and 
then try to claim available 
funds are insufficient for the 
high priority mega-projects 
such as I-635 East. Cities 
such as Houston have a 
better track record of pri-

oritizing crucial projects to 
receive adequate funding 
allocations before funding 
lower priority projects.

“Still, the commission’s 
decision is a victory for the 
citizens and activists who 
fought to prevent toll roads 

from being built with Prop. 
1 and Prop. 7 funding and 
support Governor Abbott’s 
promise of ‘no more tolls’ in 
Texas.

“It is a victory for Texas 
drivers who do not support 
the double taxation scheme 

of toll roads. We’ve already 
paid for our roads through 
taxes. Let’s never stop 
fighting to keep them open 
to everyone,” Senator Hall 
said. 

SOURCE Blue Ribbon News
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PUT ON A HAPPY FACE: A family spends time with Old St. Nick at the annual Sharing and Caring Dinner.
 /Photo  by Sara Colleo.

SHARING AND CARING DINER
Continued from Page 1

HOLIDAY CRAFTS: A child colors holiday pictures and crafts with his mother.  /Photo by Sara Cello.

HOLIDAY CHEER: Children receive presents at the annual Sharing and 
Caring dinner hosted by the Irving Schools Foundation. The event helps provide 
toys and games for youngsters whose families can not afford them. 
/Photo by Sara Coello

[Irving Schools Founda-
tion] is doing,” Diana said. 
“It helps so many.”

Crystal Ramirez-Scanio, 
President and CEO of the 
Irving Schools Foundation, 
said the dinner evolved 
from an angel tree in the 
administration building, 
bearing the names of 50 Ir-
ving children, nominated by 
counselors. Four years ago, 
a five-year-old boy asked 
only for a hot meal.

Over the course of a few 
years, the annual dinner 
has grown in attendance, 
and transitioned from a 
classroom to the Irving 
High School cafeteria. As 
more participants were in-
vited, the fleet of volunteers 
grew accordingly. This year, 
helpers dressed in Santa 
hats came from sponsoring 
workplaces as well as pri-
vate groups.

Cindy Barrows volun-
teered at the event for the 
first time this year, and 
brought a crew of friends 
and family along with her. 

“When I look at these 

kids, I realize I haven’t ac-
complished anything,” Bar-
rows said. “I didn’t have any 
obstacles to overcome.”

Debbie Simmons also 
volunteered with the Caring 
and Sharing dinner for the 
first time.

“Old people think we’re 
irrelevant,” Simmons said 
with a laugh. “We like to 
help out, to show we’re not.”

The most popular vol-
unteers were Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus, known as Norman 
and Vicki Vinson when not 
in their handmade cos-
tumes. Though they nor-
mally charge to book events, 
this is their second year tak-
ing pictures with families at 
the Caring and Sharing din-
ner free of charge.

“Last year, this little 
7-year-old boy started cry-
ing,” Ramirez-Scanio said. 
“He had never seen Santa 
before. That really stuck 
with me.”

This year, Norman said 
the funniest request from 
a child was for a limo — a 
real one, specifically. But 
the most touching was af-
ter most the children went 
home, and he and his wife 
sat down in their costumes 
to eat dinner. A young girl 
walked up to them, holding 
the photo they had taken to-
gether earlier, to tell Santa 
she believed in him.

“I believe in you too, hon-
ey,” Norman replied.

“I’m just glad 
to be back 
and to see 
how much 
the [Irving 

Schools 
Foundation] is 
doing. It helps 

so many.”
Diana Pfaff

Attendee of the Sharing and 
Caring dinner

Subscribe 
to the  

Rambler
ONLINE

ramblernewspapers.com


