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CAR SMASHING: Vernon Schomaker enjoys beating a car with a 
sledge hammer during the celebration. /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

"I just love how there’s 
all these people 

coming together who 
have a passion about 

something that’s 
really creative and 

artistic and intelligent 
in its own sense." 

-Maren Beibell
Attendee of FAN EXPO’s 

Dallas Fan Days 

HOCUS POCUS: Danielle Deraleau, dressed as Sarah Sanderson, casts a spell with the help of some young 
friends. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

MARCH ON: Protesters walk  in silence on the campus of North Lake 
Community College. /Photo provided by Jessica Estrada.
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By Javetta Allen
Coppell Parks and Recre-

ation partnered with Cop-
pell Arts Council to present 
Kaleidoscope: A Celebra-
tion of Art and Cultures in 
Andrew Brown Park to cel-
ebrate the city’s growing di-
versity on Saturday, Oct. 20. 

“The intent is to celebrate 
the different diversity, cul-
ture, talent, and artistic 
abilities of the citizenry of 
Coppell,” said Lilia Gans, 
marketing coordinator for 
Coppell Parks and Recre-
ation Center. 

Young children ran with 
excitement across the lawn 
to the inflatable bounce 
house station while older 
children quickly formed 

By Sheena Pelsy
More than 1,100 people 

registered to participate in 
the 50th anniversary party 
for Toyota of Irving deal-
ership on Wednesday, Oct. 
17. During the party, guests 
were able to enjoy live mu-
sic, food trucks, face paint-
ing, raffles, and even pound 
a car with a sledgehammer. 

Irving Mayor Rick Stop-

By Steven Calhoun
Nearly 200 people walked 

in silence around the cam-
pus of North Lake Commu-
nity College (NLCC) to raise 
awareness and funds during 
the A21 Campaign’s Walk 
for Freedom on Saturday, 
Oct 20.

Most of the group’s mem-
bers dressed in all black, 
as is tradition for the walk. 
They gathered in the park-
ing lot of the NLCC in clus-
ters talking and visiting 
tables to learn more about 
local organizations that pro-
vide services to the victims 
of human trafficking.

“There are a lot more 
people being trafficked 
here in the Dallas area than 
people know about,” event 

By Ariel Graham
Science fiction, fantasy 

and comic book fans of all 
ages united for a weekend 
of cosplay and camaraderie 
at FAN EXPO’s Dallas Fan 
Days hosted 
in the Irving 
Convent ion 
Center from 
Friday, Oct. 
19 to Sunday, 
Oct. 21.

Dallas Fan 
Days is a 
smaller-scale 
version of the 
FAN EXPO 
Dallas show 
held in the 
spring. Thou-
sands of peo-
ple came to 
the conven-
tion center to 
attend panel 
discussions, 
purchase exclusive artwork 
and goods from their favor-
ite series, and connect with 

Fan Days brings cosplay to Irving
other fans. Fans also had 
the chance to meet some 
of their favorite celebrities 
such as KJ Apa and Lili Re-
inhart from the new TV se-
ries “Riverdale,” Karl Urban 

from “Star Trek,” 
and Jaleel White 
from “Family 
Matters.”

But for many 
attendees, the 
biggest draw of 
the con was the 
cosplay, short 
for “costume 
play.” From Jedi 
Knights to Mar-
vel and DC super 
heroes to Disney 
Princesses, near-
ly every fandom 
was represented 
by a con-goer 
wearing an amaz-
ing costume. 
Maren Beibell 

from Lucas, Texas came to 
the con dressed as one of 
her favorite characters: Cat 

Noir from the TV show “Mi-
raculous Ladybug.”

“I love Miraculous Lady-
bug, and I’ve loved it since 
it started out,” Beibell said. 
“I think it has a really in-
teresting storyline, and it’s 
not ‘stupid’ like most kids’ 
shows can be. I appreciated 
the artwork that went into 
it, the quality and effort, 
and it’s something you can 
feel happy watching.”

Beibell enjoys coming to 
conventions like Dallas Fan 
Days to see not only the cos-
tumes, but all the different 
forms of art on display.

“I really like all the art 
you see at conventions, the 
cosplay, the physical art, the 
voice acting, all of it,” Beibell 
said. “I just love how there’s 
all these people coming to-
gether who have a passion 
about something that’s re-
ally creative and artistic and 
intelligent in its own sense. I 
think that’s beautiful.”

Michael Walters, also 

from Lucas, Texas, showed 
off his homemade Spi-
der-Man costume. For 
many con-goers like Wal-

ters, making a costume 
from scratch is far more re-
warding than simply buying 
a costume.

“I really hate buying 
store-bought [costumes],” 

Local business celebrates 
50th anniversary

Walk raises human 
trafficking awareness

Community 
shows diversity 

with arts, culture

fer congratulated the fami-
ly, read a proclamation and 
presented the Vernon Scho-
maker, founder of Toyota of 
Irving, a key to the city.

“Toyota of Irving serves 
as an example of what fam-
ily business can achieve,” 
Stopfer said.

But Toyota of Irving was 
celebrating an anniversary 
as well as a legacy. 

“This legacy wouldn’t 

have happened without my 
father’s dream,” said David 
Schomaker, president of 
Toyota of Irving and Ver-
non’s son. “We are really 
proud of our operation, and 
we have lots of good em-
ployees.”

For the Schomaker fam-
ily, the dealership is more 
than just selling cars, it is 
about relationships. With 
nearly 190 employees, Jon-
athan Schomaker, digital 
director for Toyota of Ir-
ving, says they are more like 
family. 

“At company events like 
these or our company pic-
nics, we are able to see its 
not just coworkers or em-
ployees, you’re able to see 
small families coming to-
gether into one corporate 
family,” Jonathan said.

Monica and her two chil-
dren enjoyed getting the 
kids’ faces painted and eat-
ing some chicken and waf-
fles. Her husband is one of 

lines at the bungee tram-
poline station. Art stations 
were set up throughout the 
event for children to create 
and learn about a variety of 
art. 

Local artists displayed 
their work around the 
park. There were some 
handmade accessories and 
leather goods, hand paint-
ed illustrations for home 
décor, and themed wood-
en craft pieces available for 
purchase. Some artists per-
formed demonstrations of 
their art and took questions 
from community onlookers.

Many families gathered 
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FEEL THE BEAT: Afiah Bey performs a rhythmic folktale with the help 
of children in the audience. /Photo by Javetta Allen. 
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around the Main Stage and 
the Performance Pavilion 
early to set up their lawn 
chairs and blankets to watch 
the performances. 

“We have a great arts pro-
gram here in Coppell,” Gans 
said. “We have a local the-
atre, orchestra, conservato-
ry, and a chorale.” 

The Coppell Community 
Chorale offered a presen-
tation of classic songs with 
which the crowd sang along, 
and the students of the Cop-
pell Conservatory also per-
formed a few selections.

“This year we have a lot 
more local artists on the 
[main] stage. We love to 
promote the local talent 
here in Coppell,” said Sun-
day Smith, special events 
supervisor for Coppell Parks 
and Recreation Center. 

Grupo Pakal told the 
history and culture of the 
Mayan Empire through 
their elaborate ceremonial 
wardrobe and celebratory 
dance to native music. The 
Ancient Fire Ceremony 
stunned the audience as 
dancers stood on fire with 
their bare feet and passed 
pieces of fire with their bare 
hands. 

Audience participation 
was encouraged as the Ban-
dan Koro African Drum and 
Dance Ensemble invited the 
crowd to the dance and clap 
along as they performed.

The Performance Pavil-
ion featured acts that were 
more interactive for chil-
dren. Afiah Bey, a former 
teacher-turned-griot-sto-
ryteller, told the history of 
African-American people 
through stories, songs, 
dance, and visual arts. 

“Griot means oral histori-
an,” Bey said. “That means I 
tell the history of a people. 
If these stories aren’t told 
about people in your com-
munity, those stories would 
be lost.” 

She shared folktales from 
the oral tradition as she kept 
the main cadence with the 
“Woman Drum.” Children 
played along with her on 
drums, tambourines, and 
shakers. 

Bey believes communities 
can be united when families 
are united. 

“I try to be at all family 
events encouraging fami-
lies to do things to bring the 
family together,” Bey said. 
“Harambe! Pull together as 

By Ariel Graham
McKesson employees 

and city officials teamed up 
to spread good will during 
the 20th annual Community 
Days held at the McKesson 
facility in Las Colinas on 
Monday, Oct. 15.

During the event, volun-
teers created “Cancer Care 
Packages,” consisting of 
hand-tied blankets, inspira-
tional books, and handwrit-
ten notes of encouragement 

one.” 
The Nisbett-Dhingra 

family came to the event to 
celebrate the diversity with-
in their own family. Kapil 
Dhingra is originally from 
India and lives in Coppell 
with his wife, Mariya Nis-
bett, who is American, and 
their two children, Sophia 
and Sunil. 

“I’m from India, and I was 
surprised to see folks enjoy-
ing the Indian [dancing],” 

Dhingra said. “Our family 
is already like that, but with 
others, I was surprised.” 

“It’s nice to get into the 
community,” Nisbett said. 
“It’s an amazing experience 
to learn about everybody’s 
culture in your blended 
neighborhood.” Her daugh-
ter, Sophia, was inspired 
to join the Milaana Dance 
Group after seeing them 
perform on stage.

Community Days creates packages for cancer patients

McKesson COO Brian Tyler (right) chats with employee An Nguyen (left) while 
assembling care packages. /Photo by Ariel Graham. 

and support. The packages 
will join thousands of other 
packages from McKesson 
facilities across the coun-
try, and will be distributed 
to cancer patients and their 
families nationwide. 

Brian Tyler, president 
and chief operating officer 
of McKesson, explained 
how the event first got start-
ed.

“A group of employees 
had come together at a fa-
cility on their own and had 
done a project like this that 
created some good will and 
impact in the community,” 
Tyler said. “I think we just 
saw the energy it brought 
to the employees, how great 
that made them feel, and 
then we reflected on the fact 
that as a business, the com-
munity is important to us 
and our participation in the 
community is important. 

So we just kind of ran with 
what became a one-time 
group of employees that got 
together to do some good 
and decided we could scale 
this over this big enterprise 
we call McKesson, and we 
could do a lot of good.”

This is the 20th year McK-
esson has put on Commu-
nity Days, and their second 
in the city of Irving. Sever-
al city officials, including 
Mayor Rick Stopfer, worked 
alongside volunteers to as-
semble blankets and care 
packages. Stopfer said McK-
esson’s Community Days is 
setting an example for cor-
porate America to follow.

“I think it’s important to 
show that when corporate 
America steps up, things 
get done,” Stopfer said. “We 
really need to look as a city 
as we bring new businesses 
in to figure out how we can 
work together to improve 
the community and how we 
can help our neighbors. The 
people who work here as 
employees, they live in our 
community, they see the 
people with challenges and 
all the challenges they face 
in their own family. So hav-
ing them contribute back to 
the community is import-
ant.”

Stopfer added he great-
ly appreciates McKesson’s 
commitment and contribu-
tions to communities across 
the country.

“[It’s great] to have a 
major player in the phar-
maceutical arena like McK-
esson, who realizes how im-
portant it is to give back not 
only through what they’re 
doing with the care pack-
ages, but also with their 
dollars,” Stopfer said. “That 
shows their commitment 
to people. It’s great to have 
them here in Irving. We’re 
excited they’re here, and we 
appreciate all they do, but 
it’s really a commitment to 
the whole country.”

In addition to the care 
packages, McKesson also 
made a $15,000 donation 
to Heroes for Children, a 
non-profit that supports 
the families of children with 
cancer. Julie Siegel, execu-
tive director of Heroes for 
Children, was thrilled to re-
ceive the donation.

“Such a generous gift, 
and to know that everyone 
contributed, just means so 
much,” Siegel said, address-
ing the volunteers. “You 
guys are talking the talk 
and walking the walk, and 
you are walking right beside 
families who have children 
who are battling cancer. 
They appreciate it, and we 
appreciate it.”

McKesson COO Brian Ty-
ler said it is important for 
large businesses like McK-
esson to make an effort to 
reach out to the surround-
ing community.

“Vibrant communities 
make vibrant businesses,” 
Tyler said. “These kits we’re 
building today could very 
well show up in the hands 
of someone that we know, 
a neighbor, someone we go 
to church with, a colleague 
from somewhere else. We 
believe as a big company 

Brian Tyler presents a check to Julie Siegel, executive director of Heroes for 
Children.  /Photo by Ariel Graham. 

we are an important part 
of this community and our 
obligations extend beyond 
jobs and the work that we 
do every day. We need to 
extend out into the com-
munity and support them 
in as many ways as we 
can.” McKesson employee Lisa Morris 

shows off a blanket for cancer 
patients. /Photo by Ariel Graham. 
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UNEXPECTED HISTORY: Tui Snider talks about places she 
discovered while writing her book. /Photo by Jessica Starkey.

TALKING POINTS: Town hall panel members (left to right) Tiffany Williams, John Gonzalez, Robert Gardner, 
Tiffany Melvin, Scott Frazier, Kat Thompson, and Angela Hofmann discuss the effects of tariffs./Photo by Sheena Pelsy.

Spot
Yes, I'm a cat, and my name is Spot. Yes, normally dogs are named 
Spot. Guess what, with this Spot, you get the best of both worlds! I am 
playful and active. I love to jump from one spot (get it) to another then 
back again. Also, you might note that my markings make it look like I 
have a handlebar moustache so you might assume I'm a male cat. Ha! 
You're wrong! I'm a 2-year-old female! Basically, I guess I should have 
been named Oxymoron. Come decide for yourself. I'm waiting to meet 
you (or surprise you...)!

Izzy
Hi. They call me Izzy. I'm about 3 years old and was 
rescued from another shelter. You might think based 
on my picture that I'm just another average dog. 
But have you ever met a dog that is missing one 
paw? Yep, I have all four legs, but I'm missing one 
of my back paws. I believe that makes me official a 
tri-pod. I'm sure there is a story behind my missing 
paw, but for now I'm keeping it a secret. I'm a happy 
well behaved girl, looking for a forever family. I know 
some commands, and love being around people. 
Please come meet me, and let me show you what a 
great companion I can be.

Poochfest
October 27, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Heritage Senior Center host it 
Parking Lot sale and its annual 
Poochfest. Both events will take 
place at Heritage Senior Center, 
200 S. Jefferson St., Irving, Texas. 
The Parking Lot Sale will be held 

By Sheena Pelsy
Angela Hofmann, deputy 

director of Farmers for Free 
Trade, led a town hall meet-
ing at Texas Ale Project in 
the Design District of Dallas 
on Thursday, Oct. 18. 

Panelists at the town hall 
meeting included business 
owners representing all 
types of industries affected 
by tariffs. From a farmer in 
southern Texas extending 
to a Dallas baby furniture 
company, all the panelists 
shared personal accounts of 
how tariffs are hurting their 
business.

The statistics sited during 
the meeting, compiled by 
The Trade Partnership, re-
vealed that tariffs cost Tex-
as businesses $424 million 
in the month of August 
alone. This represents a 
163 percent increase in tar-
iff-related costs compared 

By Greg Ford 
Some of the best histo-

ry in Texas is right in our 
own back yard. That’s the 
subject of Tui Snider’s book 
“100 Things to do in Dal-
las-Fort Worth Before You 
Die,” which the author dis-
cussed at the South Irving 
Library this past Saturday, 
Oct. 13. Snider has written 
several other books about 
Texas, including “Paranor-
mal Texas,” “Unexpected 
Texas” and “Understand-
ing Cemetery Symbols.” 
“If you really want to have 
fun traveling, you really 
don’t have to go to anoth-
er time zone,” Snider said. 
“You don’t have to drive for 
hours and hours. Chances 
are there are things you pass 
by that are quite interesting, 
which somebody in another 
part of the globe would find 
fascinating.” 

The book features all the 
counties in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Metroplex, and in-
cludes local history, as 
well as recreational areas 
and restaurants the author 
feels are worth visiting. 
“The big problem with 
this book was I had way 
too many ideas,” she said. 
“There are a lot of things 
to do here in Metroplex.” 

from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Poochfest 
events will begin at 10 a.m. 

DCCCD Homecoming Cele-
bration
October 27, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.
The festivities kick off with a block 
party at Eddie Deen’s Ranch, 

located at 944 S. Lamar St. in 
Dallas. The block party is free to 
all DCCCD students, graduates, 
employees, friends and members 
of the community who support 
DCCCD. 
Guest disc jockey Lili Villarreal, a 
DCCCD alum and NOW 102.9 ra-
dio personality, will be on hand with 
her team as guests play games, 
compete for door prizes and enjoy 

meals which will be prepared and 
sold by Dallas-area food trucks.

Doctor Who Day
October 28, 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m.
Grapevine’s British Emporium will 
be celebrating their 8th Annual 
Doctor Who Day event. This fan 
event will feature photo opportu-

nities, costume contests, video 
screenings and more. This event 
is free and open to the public. This 
event will be at the store, located 
at 140 N. Main St., Grapevine, 
Texas 76051.

D/FW Airport: From Ranch 
and Farm to Airport
October 28, 2pm
The Irving Heritage Society and 
the Irving Public Library program 
“D/FW Airport: From Ranch and 
Farm to Airport” by Lt. Col. Bruce 
A. Bleakley, USAF (Ret), Aviation 
Author/Historian. South Irving 
Library, 601 Schulze Drive. New 
member reception at 2pm, busi-
ness meeting at 2:15pm and 
program at 2:30pm. 

Healthy Teen Relationships
October 29, 6:30 PM
Navigating relationships isn’t easy, 
and it can be hard to tell what 
emotions and instincts to trust. Join 
the Cozby Library and Community 
Commons for a presentation by the 
Genesis Women’s Shelter about 
healthy teen relationships, warning 
signs of unhealthy relationships, 
and how to support yourself and 
friends who may be in unsafe 
situations. This event is open to 
teens and adults.

Street ‘N Treat Halloween 
Family Fun
October 31, 6-8 p.m.
Join us at the Grand Prairie Farm-
ers Market, 120 W. Main St. for an 
evening of Halloween family fun. 
Participants will enjoy pumpkin 

painting, face painting, crafts, 
games, costume photo ops, trick-
or-treating, and other activities 
all for FREE! Many Main Street 
businesses will open their doors for 
special hours and trick-or-treating 
during this event. Prepare to dress 
to impress, say “trick-or-treat” and 
bring a large bucket for candy!

Comanche Stories
November 1, 7:00 PM
November is Native American 
Heritage Month. Lance Tahmah-
kera, the great-great grandson of 
Comanche Chief Quanah Parker, 
will discuss Comanche history, 
culture, and life on the plains. Mr. 
Tahmahkera will bring heirlooms 
such as buckskin clothing, bead-
work, regalia, and more. This 
Cozby Library and Community 
Commons program is designed 
for older teens and adults.

District 4 Town Hall 
Meeting
November 1, 7:00 PM
Council member Richard Fregoe 
invites residents to either of the 
District 4 Town Hall Meetings to 
address community interests con-
cerning the city of Grand Prairie at 
Starrett Elementary School, 2675 
Fairmont Dr. 
Updates will be provided by the 
Fire Department, Police Depart-
ment, Economic Development, 
Public Works, Transportation and 
Parks, Arts and Recreation. During 
the meeting there will be time for 
questions. For more information, 
call 972-237-8022.

Business owners feel tariffs hurt Texas

to this point last year, even 
though the value of exports 
increased just 30 percent.

“It’s a challenge,” said Kat 
Thompson, CEO and found-
er of the Texas Ale Project. 
“We are starting to see that 
tariffs are probably going to 
hit us hard in 2019.”

The Texas Ale Project was 
one of the first breweries to 

build from the ground up in 
Dallas since the prohibition.

Brewery owners are look-
ing at a 10 percent increase 
on can-sheet aluminum as 
well as increases on grains 
and hoops, making it hard-
er to keep competitive pric-
es and continue selling high 
quality products.

“We said in 2019 we want 

to be as competitive as we 
can, and we made certain 
decisions to not increase 
our prices to our retailers,” 
Thompson said. “When you 
throw tariffs in the mix it 
makes it harder to do the 
right thing for your busi-
ness.” 

A renegotiated North 
American Free Trade 

Agreement has provided 
optimism for business own-
ers and farmers alike. But 
there is still a lot of work to 
be done before it is finalized.

“Because of retaliatory 
tariffs from China, the EU, 
Canada and Mexico, $13 
billion worth of ‘Made in 
Texas’ products and over 3 
million jobs are at stake,” 
said John Gonzales, U.S 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
director for Congressional 
and public affairs. “The U.S. 
needs free and fair trade, but 
imposing tariffs to get there 
is the wrong approach.

“We know that trade 
works, tariffs don’t.”

Farmers are also impact-
ed by tariffs. Scott Frazier, 
ranch owner and secre-
tary-treasurer for Texas 
Farm Bureau, stated farm 
companies have dropped 52 
percent.

“We strongly, in agri-
culture, rely on trade mar-
kets to market our crops,” 
Frazier said. “In 2017 the 
United States exported over 
$140 billion worth of ag 
products.”

“One quarter of our ag-
ricultural products grown 
in the U.S. are exported to 
other countries. The eco-
nomic well-being of Ameri-
can agriculture depends on 
maintaining and strength-
ening our export markets, 
and farm and ranch families 
depend on this to survive.” 

“We are trying to send 
the message of the impor-
tance of free trade; that all 
trade is very personal, and 
in this case, that tariffs are 
very personal also,” Tiffany 
Melvin, president of NAS-
CO, said.

Those who spoke are 
hoping their stories will 
make it clearer, not only to 
government officials, but to 
individuals in the commu-
nity, how detrimental these 
tariff impacts are.

“This has impacted our 
business in a big way,” Tif-
fany Williams, owner of The 
Luggage Shop of Lubbock 
said. “My number one ven-
dor in my store has already 
instigated the 10 percent 
price increase a couple 
weeks ago. It was immedi-
ate for us.”

“Unfortunately, the 

current tariff list impacts 
around 85 percent of the 
products we sell in our store, 
including all luggage, brief-
cases, backpacks and most 
travel accessories. Many of 
our primary vendors have 
already announced imme-
diate price increases that are 
having a negative impact on 
our October business.

“For our industry, it is 
just tough because the pro-
duction, the expertise, the 
capacity, all those things 
are already in China,” Wil-
liams said. “The greatest 
unknown and the greatest 
uncertainty still falls on 
when everything goes up 
another 15 percent in Janu-
ary. I don’t know what that 
is going to look like.”

In addition to personal 
stories being told, national 
and local statistics on trade 
were provided. Local statis-
tics include:

Texas’s exports to Mexi-
co have grown at an annual 
average rate of 6.8 percent 
each year for the past 24 
years of NAFTA.

DFW exports to Mexico 
are about $5 billion a year 
and $18.4 billion from DFW 
to the rest of North Ameri-
ca.

North America accounts 
for 27.6 percent of Dallas’s 
total global trade.

Trade between Texas 
and Mexico was $198 bil-
lion in 2016 (a $11 billion 
surplus for Texas) which is 
more than the entirety of 
the bi-lateral trade that the 
US has with Germany, UK, 
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, 
and Brazil.

The most recently avail-
able data from Texas saw a 
163 percent increase in tar-
iffs from one year ago in Au-
gust. That is an increase of 
over $260 million that Tex-
ans are paying each month 
in tariffs.

Texas is paying more on 
steel and alumni tariffs than 
any other state. 

“Sharing what these im-
pacts are and more impor-
tantly being able to translate 
a lot of what seems to be this 
‘trade gob-ally goop’ into 
real people terms,” Angela 
Hofmann said.

Exploring Texas history in metroplex
Among Snider’s favorite 
venues is the Scarborough 
Renaissance Festival, which 
takes place annually in the 
spring near Waxahachie. 
“You can feel like you are 
walking in 1533,” Snider said. 
The author offered a se-
ries of interesting spots 
throughout the DFW area 
that are worth a visit. 
Among them were: 
The City of Decatur’s town 
square, where visitors can 
view the square from the 
Wise County Courthouse, a 
granite building. The town 
itself is along the Chisholm 
Trail and also features a 
set of businesses to peruse. 
Glen Rose, Texas, has a 
number of petrified wood 
buildings and is home to 
ancient dinosaur footprints. 
The Aurora Cemetery in Au-
rora is beautiful and historic, 
and has a plaque commem-
orating an 1897 “mysteri-
ous air ship” that crashed 
in town. The craft allegedly 
contained a dead occupant 
“not of this world.” That 
alien was supposedly buried 
in the cemetery, according 
to Aurora’s official website. 
Chandor Gardens in Weath-
erford is another place to 
visit. The 3.5-acre area, 
which Snider described 

as a “little gem,” includes, 
among other items, a 30-
foot man-made waterfall. 
“Granbury is a really 
neat town,” Snider said.  
Grandbury is home to the 
Granbury Doll House, 
which is a home full of 
dolls, including one of the 
earliest talking dolls cre-
ated by Thomas Edison. 
Waxahachie has a unique 
tie to television, as it has a 
replica of Munster Man-
sion, the fictional home of a 
group of friendly monsters 
and their “homely” cousin 
Marilyn during the 1960s. 

The house, which is an actu-
al residence, offers private 
tours and hosts some events. 
Fort Worth has both the 
Kimball Museum and 
Christian Arts Museum. 
The former houses one of 
two Michelangelo paintings, 
known as “Torture of St. An-
thony.” The latter is home 
to a life-sized wax sculp-
ture of The Last Supper.   
“I thought it was going to be 
cheap looking, but it really 
is amazing,” Snider said. 
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LEGALS

FOR SALE

TEXAS HISTORY
Continued from Page 3

Lana Hansen-Dwyer speaks about her homelessness experience during the 
annual fundraiser Soup Dinner for Many Helping Hands. /Photo by Lourdes 
Vazquez. 

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License 
and Insurance

Preferred Skills: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic 
Computer Skills and willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers. 

For more information call 972-870-1992 or 
email johns@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales Representatives

WANTED

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at
7:00 P.M., NOVEMBER 12, 2018 in the BOARD ROOM of the IRVING ISD 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY,
IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s rating on 
the state’s financial accountability system.

Cemetery Plot at Oak Grove. 
Beautiful location. Good Price. 
208-608-4062.

***PUBLIC NOTICE***
and

REQUEST for PUBLIC COMMENT
ALL CITIZENS, AGENCIES, AND INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
 and FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT (NOI/ RROF/ FONSI)
 for certain activities funded through the 

following federal grants:
Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Grant

October 27, 2018
CITY of IRVING – Planning and Community Development 
Department
825 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75060
972-721-4800
E-Mail: sreed@cityofirving.org

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about November 13, 2018 the City of Irving will submit a 
request to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for the release of the above mentioned federal funds 
Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Grant under the Housing 
& Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; to 
undertake a project known as “Canova Palms”. This project is a 
proposed $11.3M new construction, mixed-income senior housing 
community to be located at 1717 W. Irving Blvd in Irving. This 
1.5-acre multi-family development will consist of approximately 
58 units. The City of Irving will be providing a $1 million loan from 
the City’s Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Grant. The 
remaining funding will be provided through the Texas Department 
Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) through the 9% Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit Program (LIHTC). 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT
The City of Irving has determined that the project will have no 
significant impact on the human environment. Therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Statement under National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project 
information is contained in the Environmental Review Record on 
file at the City of Irving’s Planning and Community Development 
Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060; and is 
available for public examination and copying, upon request, during 
normal business hours.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Any interested agencies, groups, and persons disagreeing with the 
determination or wishing to comment on the project or decision to 
request release of funds are invited to submit written comments 
to the City of Irving’s Planning and Community Development 
Department.  All comments received by November 12, 2018 will 
be considered by the City of Irving prior to authorizing submission 
of a request for release of funds. Commenters should specify 
which part of this Notice they are addressing. Comments should 
be addressed to Steven Reed, Director, Planning and Community 
Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 
75060.  For questions, please call 972-721-4800.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The City of Irving is certifying to HUD that the City, and the 
Honorable Richard H. Stopfer, in his official capacity as Mayor and 
Certifying Officer, consents to accept jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation 
to environmental review, decision-making, and action, and that 
these responsibilities have been satisfied.  The legal effect of 
the certification is that, upon its approval, the city of Irving, Texas 
may use the federal funds identified above and HUD will have 
satisfied their responsibilities under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969.  

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will consider objections to its release of funds and the City of 
Irving certification received by November 30, 2018 or a period of 
fifteen days from its receipt of the request (whichever is later) only 
if they are on one of the following bases:  1) that the certification 
was not in fact executed by the City’s Certifying Officer or his 
designee as approved by HUD, and 2) the City of Irving has 
omitted a step or failed to make a decision of finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; 3) the grant recipient or other 
participants in the project have committed funds or incurred costs 
not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of 
funds by HUD or 4) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 
40 CFR part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project 
is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with 
the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed 
to: HUD, Office of Community Planning & Development, P.O. 
Box 2905, Fort Worth, Texas 76113.  Potential objectors should 
contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

The Honorable Richard H. Stopfer, Mayor
Certifying Officer
City of Irving, Texas

Oak Grove Cemetery plot 
in Valley Lawn Section.  Lot 
7-AA-3.  $2,000.  
Call 972-966-1796 
or 972-998-3165.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING 
CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments 
to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning 
Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described 
herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, 
Texas
City Council: Thursday, November 15, 2018, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0070:  Approximately 8.926 acres located 
at 8111 Royal Ridge Parkway.  The applicant is requesting a 
zoning change from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) District for 
FWY (Freeway) uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) District 
for FWY (Freeway) uses with Parking as a primary use.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0073:  Approximately 0.45 acres located 
at 303 Geneva Road.  The applicant is requesting to rezone from 
R-7.5 (Single Family) District to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) 
District for R-7.5 uses to allow exceptions to the size and exterior 
materials of an accessory structure in a residential district.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0074:  Approximately 1.56 acres located 
at 912 E. Irving Boulevard.  The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change in order to expand the grocery store by approximately 
1,040 square feet and address related changes to the site plan.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0079:  Approximately 4.04 acres located 
at 3450 Willow Creek Drive.  The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-W (Commercial 
Warehouse) uses to allow new outside entry self-storage units.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public 
hearings and express their opinions on the zoning change 
request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted 
to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 
W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning 
& Community Development Dept. at the address listed above 
during normal business hours. For additional information, please 
contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the 
case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces 
are available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive 
hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for 
assistance.

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242
Mark G. Akin Nov. 21, 1960 – Oct. 17, 2018 
Oleta Cooper Sept. 19, 1927 – Oct. 19, 2018
Helen Margaret “Peggy” Stevens Farquhar 

May 7, 1929 – Oct. 20, 2018
Clair Roark Sept. 30, 1947 – Oct. 23, 2018 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313
John Randal “Randy” Stipes May 11, 1954 – Oct. 21, 2018

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Manara Academy Charter School
4200 W. Royal Ln Suite 175

Irving, TX 75063 
972-304-1155 Fax: 972-304-1150

PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) for Public Adjuster (PA) 

Services at:
MANARA LEADERSHIP ACADEMY and IRVING ELEMENTARY

Manara Academy (The District) is requesting proposals from 
Public Adjusters to represent MANARA in negotiations with their 
insurers for the repairs and replacement of damaged roofing, 
HVAC Units, related structural and insulation damages, and 
interior damages at the following two locations:
8201 Tristar Drive and 8001 Jetstar Drive Irving, Texas 75036
This solicitation is being offered in accordance with state 
statutes governing procurement. The District reserves the 
right to negotiate an agreement based on fair and reasonable 
compensation for the scope of work and services proposed, 
as well as the right to reject any and all responses deemed 
unqualified, unsatisfactory or inappropriate at the sole discretion 
of the District. 
The District is an EEO/AA, M/F, and V/H Employer. Qualified 
women, veterans, minority and 
handicapped individuals are strongly encouraged to submit 
proposals.

OTR HOME DAILY
AIR-FREIGHT-DEPENDABLE –DFW TO HOUSTON 

CDL – HM DRIVER WANTED FOR DEDICATED LANE, 5 
NIGHTS, 8PM – 5AM, 70 MPH TRUCK, DROP AND HOOK, 
$1,100/PER WEEK, QUARTERLY BONUS, NO DWI, NO 
FELONY.

214-405-4722
RLPiercy@att.net

By Lourdes Vazquez
The Christ Church in Ir-

ving hosted the fifth annu-
al fundraiser Soup Dinner 
for Many Helping Hands 
on Friday, Oct. 19. The 
non-profit organization 
provides hot meals for the 
homeless of Irving. 

Soup dinner raises funds for Many Helping Hands
Lana Hansen-Dwyer ex-

ecutive director and found-
er of Many Helping Hands 
began the organization 
years ago after she over-
came homelessness herself. 
The goal of the fundraiser is 
to construct a day resource 
center for the homeless and 

financially challenged in Ir-
ving. The center will include 
showers, laundry facilities, 
a meeting space for case 
workers, counseling and 
support groups.

“I didn’t have any self-es-
teem,” Hansen-Dwyer said. 
“I thought I was unemploy-

able. I made some really bad 
choices. One day I was sick 
and tired of being sick and 
tired, so I prayed from my 
heart, and God rescued me.”

In 2018, Irving’s unshel-
tered homeless population 
reached 39, according to 
Metro Dallas Homeless Al-
liance. The city of Dallas 
accounts for the majority of 
the area’s homeless popula-
tion with over 1,000. 

Hansen-Dwyer entered 
a rehabilitation program 

named Soul Ministries and 
found her calling. In 2012, 
Many Helping Hands was 
formed to provide a weekly 
hot meal for the homeless. 
The program also provides 
winter clothing, blankets 
and hygiene kits.

“If we can’t do it, then 
who will,” Angela Monette 
with the Bear Creek Com-
munity Church asked. “We 
don’t just rely on the city 
government we have to rely 
on each other.” 

The National Alliance 
to End Homelessness esti-
mated there were 553,742 
people homeless in 2017. 
About 360,867 of the home-
less population resided in 
temporary shelters or tran-
sitional housing, according 
to the report. 

The annual fundraiser 
began as a soup dinner five 
years ago, but as the num-
ber of volunteers from var-
ious churches increased the 
event outgrew its original 
format. To date, about 15 
churches take part in Many 

Helping Hands and provide 
hot meals for the homeless 
of Irving.

“[The idea] came from a 
staff meeting,” said Shei-
la Slade, fundraising and 
needs coordinator for Many 
Helping Hands, “Someone 
said, ‘Jesus broke bread and 
soup,’ so that’s how it came 
up. It’s now too many crock 
pots to plug in at one time, 
so we went to a soup tasting 
last year, and Spring Creek 
caters it for us”, 

The organization raised 
$4,100 in table sponsor-
ships alone Slade said.

Gary Giuriceo of Irving 
Bible Church has been vol-
unteering with his church 
for Many Helpings hands 
for less than a year, but he 
says it is important for indi-
viduals to be a part of such 
initiatives.

“When you’re serving 
people you’re serving God, 
it’s not about our glory it’s 
about his glory,” Giuriceo 
said.

The Turner Oak in Fort 
Worth, which was alive when 
America’s Founding Fathers 
signed the Constitution. 
“I was going to ask her how 
long did it take her to find 
out various places and the 
smaller communities with-
in these communities, and 
the history associated with 
that,” attendee Sherman 
White said after the event. 
Snider credited many 
of her readers for com-

ing up with the local 
places to see and visit. 
“When you write a book, 
you’re alone; it’s just usual-
ly me and the cats and a big 
pile of books,” she said. “I 
love doing research, but giv-
ing talks gives me a chance 
to have a conversation with 
my readers. I often end up 
taking notes, and I find out 
new places and things to ex-
plore.”
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Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is 
currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in:

EDITING
WRITING

PHOTOGRAPHY

To apply send resume, clips 
and image samples to: 

design@ramblernewspapers.net

Call  
972-870-1992 

to book an 
interview today!

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10128

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0054
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE HERRING BROTHERS 1 ADDITION, 
AND LOCATED AT 1418 AND 1422 N. BELT LINE ROAD, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10129

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE HENRY GOUGH SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 
493 AND ROLLING RIDGE 1 ADDITION AND LOCATED 
AT 2950 NORTH BELT LINE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-
PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER 
SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10130

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0068
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD for S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT 
OF THE VICTORY AT ESCENA ADDITION, AND LOCATED 
AT 411 E. ROYAL LANE, SUITE #180, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED 
TO PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR S-P-1 (R-
AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER 
SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 

THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10131

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0071
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE AVION BUSINESS PARK 2 ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 4850 WEST ROYAL LANE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND HOTEL USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144 UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, HOTEL USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF 
ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH 
OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID; 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10132

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0078
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE IRVING CONVENTION CENTER 
ADDITION AND LOCATED WEST OF WEST LAS COLINAS 
BOULEVARD AND NORTH OF FULLER DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND CONVENTION CENTER, RETAIL 
ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL, RESTAURANT, AND RELATED 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144 UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND CONVENTION CENTER, RETAIL, 
ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL, RESTAURANT, AND RELATED 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on October 18, 2018.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS

the financial managers who 
has been apart of the Toyo-
ta of Irving business for al-
most nine years. 

“Toyota of Irving is amaz-
ing,” Monica said. “They 
helped our family through 
a lot of things, and we ap-
preciate it and love it. It’s 
basically my husband’s first 
home and then our [fam-
ily’s] second home. To be 
able to be with a company 
this long and see it have its 
50th anniversary, it’s amaz-
ing. It’s a big accomplish-
ment.”

The party gave Vernon 
Schoemaker an idea of how 
many people the business 
has impacted over the years.

“It means a lot because 
you never get the chance to 
measure it,” Vernon said.

Since 1968 the dealership 
has been staying relevant by 
not being afraid to try new 
things.

“Most days, I’m walking 
around here with a gimble 
and an iPhone just record-
ing the salesmen,” Jonathan 

said. “One of the first videos 
we did was a parody on ‘The 
Office’ and within three 
weeks we ended up getting 
65,000 views on Facebook 
and Instagram.”

“We aren’t just having 
content that is just sell, sell, 
sell, and people sitting in 
front of the camera beating 
their chest saying, ‘come see 
me for the greatest deal.’ 
But it’s more about the peo-
ple. We do want to sell cars, 
but it’s more about a rela-
tionship, because people 
don’t buy cars from dealer-
ships, they buy them from 
people.” 

The Toyota of Irving is 
one of the oldest, privately 
own Toyota dealerships in 
North Texas.

By Matt Hirst
BAPS Charities hosted 

their 17th annual Health Fair 
at the BAPS Shri Swami-

TOYOTA CELEBRATION
Continued from Page 1

KEY TO THE CITY: Rick Stofpfer gives Vernon Schoemaker a key to the 
city. /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

BAPS Charities presents community health fair

CHECK UP: A health care professional gives an attendee a medical check 
up during the 17th annual Health Fair. /Photo provided by BAPS Charities.

narayan Mandir temple in 
Irving this past Saturday, 
Oct. 13. 

As one of 40+ locations 

partaking in the nationwide 
effort, BAPS welcomed all 
community members to 
join them for a morning of 
educational health informa-
tion, affordable screenings 
and health checkups, and 
opportunities to chat with 
health care professionals 
and specialists. More than 
390 people benefited from 
the care and expertise of 
over 60 physicians, nurses 
and other medical person-
nel.

“For me, it’s a great way 
to provide service to the 
broader community in Ir-
ving,” Dr. Yogi Patel said. 
“There are medical services, 

not just primary care, but 
specialty services, and the 
pharmacist piece as well. 
For me as a pharmacist, to 
come in and to speak with 
patients, or the people who 
really need the help who ar-
en’t able to get it outside, is a 
service I really enjoy. It’s so 
gratifying.” 

The health fair put on by 
BAPS Charities, an inde-
pendent arm of the BAPS 
sect of Swaminarayan Hin-
duism, provided some care 
options and assistance for 
those who are financially 
burdened and have limited 
access to the healthcare sys-
tem. 

“I grew up in this faith, 
and I realized they were 
doing this health fair every 
year and they have differ-
ent sections, dental, vision, 
cardiology consultations,” 
Nisha Patel, an optometrist, 
said. “I started helping out 
in the vision center, because 
I feel I can use my skills to 
help out.

“We contact different 
doctors to come out, differ-
ent medical students, we try 
to get equipment from dif-
ferent companies, and then 
we provide vision screen-
ings for patients. We do [the 
patients’] pressures, the 
doctors look in their eyes for 
certain things that are a big 
problem with our culture as 
a whole, like diabetes.

“They did blood work 
a couple weeks ago and I 
think more than 50 per-
cent of the people who did 
blood work had elevated 
blood glucose levels. Hand-
in-hand, people who have 
high sugars have a high risk 

for bleeding inside their eye, 
which is the number one 
cause of vision loss in the 
world,” Patel said. “Because 
our population is prone to 
diabetes, doing those vi-
sion screenings are helpful, 
although it’s not a full com-
prehensive exam. 

“If your sugar is elevated, 
the blood vessels through-
out your body are dam-
aged, and inside the eyes is 
the only part of your body 
you can see your blood ves-
sels without cutting your 
arm open. So we can tell, 
just by looking at your eye, 
that your sugar is not con-
trolled.”

BAPS’s charitable in-
volvement extends into 
areas such as community 
services, disaster relief ser-
vices, and environmental 
services.

“BAPS Charities brings 
the spirit of giving faith 
and the spirit of serving our 
community,” State Repre-
sentative Matt Rinaldi said. 
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. If an 
organization wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, 
we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hallelujah Pool Players
Meets Every Wed. @ Noon

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving, TX 75060

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday every month 
@6:30 p.m. Oakview Baptist Church

For more information visit 
www.irvingquitguild.com
Irving Republican 

Women’s Club 
2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP 

on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,  
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving, TX 75060
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 
469-805-0173 for more information

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

Shorty's Country Cooking
603 S. Belt Line Rd

 CLUBS

* It was early 20th-century Irish author Robert 
Wilson Lynd who made the following sage 
observation: "The belief in the possibility of 
a short decisive war appears to be one of 
the most ancient and dangerous of human 
illusions."

* If you're concerned about the rising cost of 
groceries, be grateful that you're not a starfish 
parent. A young starfish eats 10 times its own 
weight in food every day. 

* The first car to offer seat belts -- the Nash 
Rambler -- rolled off the assembly line in 
1950. 

* You might be surprised to learn that the 
British are not the greatest tea drinkers in the 
world. That honor belongs to the Irish, who 
consume 1,200 cups per capita every year. 

* The final battle of the Napoleonic Wars took place in June 
1815 in the United Kingdom of the Netherlands, a site now 
in present-day Belgium. The Battle of Waterloo, where 
Napoleon met his final defeat, was delayed because the 
French emperor -- and battle commander -- couldn't mount 
his horse. According to historians, Napoleon was suffering 
from hemorrhoids and couldn't bear to sit in a saddle.

* Sandpaper can sharpen a dull pair of scissors. Fold 
a piece of sandpaper in half, rough side out, and make 
repeated cuts until the blades are sharp again.

* Fried lotus leaves are a popular snack in China.

* You're probably aware that hot air is lighter than cold air, 
but did you know that hot water is heavier than cold water?

* Those who study such things say that Spain has more 
wildlife than any other European nation.
***
Thought for the Day: "The true measure of a man is how 
he treats someone who can do him absolutely no good." 
-- Samuel Johnson

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which of the world's oceans 
has the most islands?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What does a 
helixophile collect?
3. COMPEITIONS: What are the three events 

that must be completed in an Iron Man Triathlon competition?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 1928 presidential candidate and New York 
governor was nicknamed "The Happy Warrior"?
5. HISTORY: Who was the last American astronaut to go into space alone?
6. MUSIC: What is the easternmost place mentioned in the song "This 
Land Is Your Land"?
7. LANGUAGE: What is unusual about the word "abstemiously"?
8. LITERATURE: What kind of creatures were featured in the novel 
"Watership Down"?
9. U.S. STATES: Which state on the Pacific Coast was the first to be 
admitted into the Union?
10. MEASUREMENTS: How many sheets of paper are in a quire?

Answers
1. The Pacific
2. Corkscrews
3. Swimming, cycling and 
running
4. Al Smith
5. Gordon Cooper
6. New York island
7. It contains six vowels 
(including "y") in alphabetical 
order
8. Rabbits
9. California
10. 25

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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INDIE AUTHOR: Liese Sherwood-Fabre, PhD presents her books at the 
Indie Author Fair in Coppell. /Photo by Steven Calhoun.

FREEDOM WALK
Continued from Page 1

To get more information 

call 972-670-1863

Qualified Candidates Needed

A School Board candidate needs to be:
-interested in providing children with quality education

Looking for candidates for Irving City 

Council and Irving School Board

A City Council candidate 
needs to be:
-Able to progressively to move 
the city forward in a conservative 
manner

We need people to run for Irving
City Council and Irving School Board with these qualities:

- Common sense   -Accountable
-Time to give    -Balanced

-Bussiness/Management Background

organizer Jessica Estrada 
said. “That’s why I’m so 
passionate. I want people to 
know about this and know 
that they can help and their 
voice makes a difference.”

Friends, families and 
church groups participated 
in the walk. Shelton Mono, 
youth pastor at Upendo 
Baptist Church, walked with 
friends and members of his 
youth group.

“Once I heard about 
[this] I knew I had to do 
something,” Mono said. “I 
found out a lot of girls that 
are involved in prostitution. 
The people on the missing 
boards at Walmart are be-
ing taken by people to use 
them in their business, and 
they’re being traded for 
money. That’s happening 
in Dallas, that’s happening 
in Houston. That’s happen-
ing all around us. I needed 
to educate myself and edu-
cate the people that I know 
about it.”

Local services New 
Friends New Life and Mo-
saic Family Services were 
present at the event to ed-
ucate participants about 

By Steven Calhoun
Coppell’s Cozby Library 

and Community Commons 
presented its annual Indie 
Author Fair on Saturday, 
Oct. 13. Local indie authors 
filled the library lobby with 
tables to display their books 
and meet guests.

Among the many works 
on display were childrens 
books, autobiographies, fic-
tional works, books on cur-
rent affairs and historical 
essays.

“It’s been very interesting 
to meet some of the people 
and see the number of au-
thors who are here in the 
area,” author Liese Sher-
wood-Fabre, PhD. said. 

the help they offer human 
trafficking and domestic 
violence victims. Represen-
tatives from both organiza-
tions had a positive outlook 
on the amount of awareness 
being raised for this issue, 
although they both noted 
there is plenty of work to be 
done.

“This is a social issue, and 
it needs to be brought to the 
forefront, so we can help 
the women in need,” said 
Denise Keefer, an intern at 
New Friends New Life. 

“The complexity of the is-
sue is the greatest challenge 
to raising awareness,” said 
Noel Mendoza, the human 
trafficking outreach coordi-
nator at Mosaic Family Ser-
vices. “Human trafficking is 
very complex and subtle in 
the way it manifests in our 
communities, so bringing 
real awareness to a com-
munity takes time. It takes 
effort.”

Keefer explained that cer-
tain stigmas are one such 
complexity of helping vic-
tims of sex trafficking.

“There’s this stigma out 
there that they’re being 
charged with prostitution 
and being the perpetrator, 
when they’re the victims 
themselves,” Keefer said. 
“There’s a lot of empathy 
for the younger women, the 
youth that are coming in, 
but other women aren’t [be-
ing viewed the same way] 
and they’re stigmatized be-
cause of it. It’s really [im-
portant to] start to look at 
them as victims and not as 
violating the law. [Laws] are 
starting to look at that in a 
new light.”

Mendoza said that due 
to the heightened levels of 
awareness surrounding this 

issue, he has seen progress 
recently on a federal and lo-
cal level.

“People are becoming 
aware, and because of that 
you’re seeing more cases 
being solved by law enforce-
ment agencies,” Mendoza 
said. “You’re seeing more 
people reporting themselves 
to social service providers, 
and you’re seeing more 
partners come together to 
tackle the issue comprehen-
sively as a community.” 

One example of local ef-
forts to combat human traf-
ficking is the Dallas Police 
Department’s High-Risk 
Victims Unit. Mendoza of-
ten sees people brought in 
through this unit, where 
they are treated as victims 
rather than perpetrators.

On a federal level, the 
Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000, which has 
been reauthorized multi-
ple times, most recently in 
2013, established programs, 
definitions and resources 
for prosecuting human traf-
fickers, preventing human 
trafficking domestically and 
abroad, and protecting vic-
tims and survivors of traf-
ficking. The most recent ad-
dition to the law was passed 
as an amendment to the Vi-
olence Against Women Act 
and made it even easier to 
prosecute traffickers. 

The A21 Campaign is a 
global, non-profit organiza-
tion with the stated opera-
tional strategy of reducing 
vulnerability, identifying 
victims and empowering 
survivors. 

Saturday’s Walk for Free-
dom was locally organized, 
and as of Oct. 22 had raised 
$6,819 for the A21 Cam-
paign.

Local authors showcase works at Indie Author Fair
“There’s some very interest-
ing work that’s been done 
here. 

“I think this type of expo-
sure is extremely important. 
For one thing, indie authors 
don’t have the marketing 
behind them that a big pub-
lisher would give you. Being 
able to get out there and talk 
to the public is very import-
ant for getting your name 
out there.”

Sherwood-Fabre said 
when people come by the 
authors’ tables, it is nice to 
have a conversation, wheth-
er it turns into a discussion 
about the author’s works 
or covers a different topic 
entirely. She likes to go into 

more detail about her books 
with people.

“I’ve been writing for over 
twenty years, and I’ve had 
books out with publishers. 
Unfortunately, my publish-
er went under, so I repub-
lished,” Sherwood-Fabre 
said. “There’s a lot of sup-
port out there for indie pub-
lishers, which is very nice. 
There are people that will do 
the book covers and editors 
that will do the copy editing. 
If you’re going to be an indie 
publisher, you really need to 
make it professional – oth-
erwise, how are you going 
to compete with the major 
publishers?”

The Indie Author Fair 

coincided with the nation-
al event Indie Author Day, 
which is intended to bring 
together authors and their 
communities for network-
ing, entertainment and ed-
ucation. 

Librarian and event or-
ganizer Jennifer Franz said 
the registration process 
for Saturday’s event gave 
priority first to Coppell au-
thors, then to other authors 
around the metroplex. The 
library let the authors ar-
range and setup of their ta-
bles. There were no fees to 
participate in the fair and no 
cost for the public to attend.

“People really enjoy it,” 
Franz said. “They’ve been 
really happy, and I think it’s 
great for the authors to meet 
each other and get to know 
each other. A lot of them ha-
ven’t met, and the residents 
are usually very interested 
and excited to know there 
are this many local authors.”

Franz said the library 
plans to do more to support 
local authors.

“We’re about to create a 
local independent author 
collection,” Franz said. 

“We’re going to pull every-
thing out of the regular col-
lection where it’s been and 
highlight it, have a sticker 
on it and shelve it in the 
same spot. Hopefully that 
will highlight some of it and 
help too.” 

This type of communi-
ty support is a realization 
of the goal of Indie Author 
Day. Support within the 
indie community was also 
evident at the event. Jenni-
fer Newton and her family 

checked out library books, 
then attended the fair to 
support her father-in-law, 
author Ronald James New-
ton. Her daughter, Hazel, 
bought autographed books 
from some of the other au-
thors in attendance.

“One of them was for my 
friends, because the stories 
kind of have a connection to 
Harry Potter, and they real-
ly like Harry Potter,” Hazel 
Newton said. 
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FAMILY OF HEROES: James Yaeger prepares to fight crime with 
girlfriend Amanda Gore and children Vincent and Lizzie. /Photo by Ariel 
Graham.

DALLAS FAN DAYS
Continued from Page 1

PUMPKIN TIME: Grayson Darrough (5) paints a pumpkin with his 
grandfather.  /Photo by Tricia Sims.

Walters said. “I feel like 
they’re poor quality and 
they don’t look very legit. So 
I just grabbed what I had on 
hand, a synthetic shirt and 
a blue suit, tore it apart and 
glued on a bunch of red and 
black foam paneling and cut 
in into shape.” 

Walters choose Spi-
der-Man because he is a 
longtime fan and admirer of 
the character.

“I like the fact that [Spi-
der Man] is a kid that knows 
to do what’s right whenever 
he’s doing whatever he’s do-
ing,” Walters said. “Besides 

the fact that he’s a nerd 
at school and picked on, 
he still goes out and does 
what’s right, so I like the 
character in and of itself. 
He’s just a good person.”

But it wasn’t just young 
people showing off their 
costumes. James Yaeger 
from Lubbock, Texas came 
to the convention with his 
girlfriend Amanda Gore 
and their children Vincent 
and Lizzie. All four of them 
dressed as good and evil 
versions of The Flash and 
Supergirl. Yaeger said he 
was surprised at how pop-

ular he and his family were 
at the con with their unique 
portrayal of classic charac-
ters.

“The funny thing is, this is 
maybe the second time I’ve 
ever cosplayed, and this is 
[the kids’] first time to really 
do it,” Yaeger said. “I like the 
fact that little kids and even 
adults turn around and see 
you and are like ‘Dude!’ and 
they want to get a picture 
with you. When we were 
kids, this is not something 
that would have been, quote 
unquote, ‘cool,’ so it’s just 
neat to be able to nerd out 
with people that are like in 
their 50s. I even had an old 
man come up to me and ask, 
‘Bro, can I get a picture with 
you?’ It’s just really neat.”

Walters said that kind of 
individuality, taking a char-
acter and making in your 
own, is a major part of what 
makes cosplay so appealing.

“I like seeing everyone’s 
ingenuity and their take on 
everything,” Walters said. 
“You can really see how 
people perceive a character. 
I like how everyone works 
around what they believe 
the character is and they 
make it their own.”

By Tricia Sims
Paint brushes held tight 

by youngsters stroked 
pumpkins, transforming 
them into fall decorations 
during the first Irving Art 
Association Community 
Fall Festival of Art present-
ed Oct. 14. The event was 
hosted by the Irving Art As-
sociation at their building as 
way to engage the commu-
nity.

“This event is just saying, 
‘Hello neighbors, here we 
are. We are having lots of 
fun with fall. Come in paint 
a pumpkin. Look at the art. 
Get to know us and make 
us a resource for you,’” said 
Michele Quarton, develop-
ment chair for the Irving 
Art Association. “Hopefully 
this is the begging of people 
coming and interacting and 
experiencing art.

“We have been around for 
62 years. We are expanding 
our vision to be an educa-
tional art resource for the 
surrounding community.

“This is our very first fall 
festival. The first of many 
more to come,” Quarton 
said. “We are trying to get 
back into the community 
and build up our communi-
ty awareness. A lot of people 
do not know what the art 

Art festival invites creativity
association is. We are trying 
to make art approachable 
for everybody in our com-
munity.”

Siblings Olivia and 
Grayson Darrough were at 
the fall festival with their 
grandparents, who live near 
the Irving Art Association’s 
building.

Olivia painted her pump-
kin with bright colors and a 
day of the dead theme.

“I like to make to make 
it a little bit scary, but not 
too scary,” Olivia (7) said. “I 
wanted to have some very 
colorful stuff in it.”

Grayson designed his 
pumpkin with geometric 
shapes. He drew lots of 
black lines connecting to 
make small squares and 
then colored the squares in 
with red.

“I made dark lines and 
squares,” Grayson (5) said. 
“I like red and black, and my 
favorite shape is a square 
and a rectangle.

“We are having a con-
test for pumpkins at our 
school. I’m going to bring 
the pumpkin to the school. 
If you win, you get an ice 
cream party.” 

Genesis Snachanes (2) 
also enjoyed the fall festival. 
The little tot used all the col-

ors available to decorate her 
pumpkin.

“She loves pumpkins, 
and she likes to color, so 
we thought why not, let’s 
give [the festival] a try,” said 
Gladis Sanchez, Genesis’ 
mom. “She likes to scribble 
with all of the colors.”

Along with pumpkin dec-
orating, the fall festival of 
art also offered face painting 
and a silent auction.

“Some of the artwork peo-
ple have done from pottery 
class have been brought in,” 
Quarton said. “The money 
raised goes into our basic 
art program, which helps 

us provide art supplies and 
instructors. Classes run ev-
ery Wednesday and Friday 
night. This month is acryl-
ics, and next month is water 
colors.”

The next big community 
art event for the association 
will be the Irving Art Associ-
ation Winter Art Fair.

“We have a lot of firsts 
coming up. We have our 
first art fair and our first 
festival,” Quarton said. “We 
will have artists selling their 
artwork, and it will be on 
Sunday, Dec. 2. We have 18 
artist signed up to come.”


