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Our Staffs ask that you Join us in our efforts to remember those Veterans of Irving 
who lay at rest in Irving Cemeteries.   Honoring Veterans is important.  Thus, we 
wanted to bring awareness of this program to you and all of the families of 
veterans our staff had the honor of serving this past year - in the event you 
would wish to participate by purchasing one or more wreaths; or to mark 
your calendars reminding yourself to attend the ceremony on December 
15th and/or to volunteer your time the day of the ceremony.   Contact me 
to receive additional order forms if you wish to tell others how to give a 
wreath(s).  Instructions to follow are on the form.  Or, if you have an interest 
to volunteer with the program you may contact me by phone or email.

NINTH ANNUAL WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA PROGRAM IN 
IRVING, TEXAS

All expenses are incurred by those mentioned above so every dollar that 
is given goes solely towards the purchasing of wreaths to be placed on a 
veteran’s grave.  Make a difference and say Thank You in this special way.   
And please attend the ceremony at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, December 15th at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens as we Remember, Honor and Teach.

 You may mail your requests and payment to:
Wreaths for Veterans of Irving Texas

c/o 1413 East Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060

 Or you can deliver this form with payment to one of these locations:

Thank you for your sponsorship & joining us in our mission to Remember, Honor and Teach!
Sponsoring Group ID TXMBUCS01 - Cemetery Designation: Oak Grove Memorial Gardens - Cemetery ID TXOKG1
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By Tiffany Wade
The Irving-Carrollton of the 

NAACP hosted its 18th annu-
al Freedom Fund Scholarship 
Luncheon at the DFW Airport 
Marriott on Thursday, Oct. 
27. “Defeat Hate, Vote!” was 
the theme of the event, which 
served as a fundraising event 
and as an opportunity to honor 
individuals who have made con-
tributions to the community.

Judge Craig Smith, 192nd Civil 
District Court, spoke about the 
importance of voting.

“It’s easy to think one vote 
simply doesn’t matter, but each 
and every vote matters,” Smith 

By Tiffany Wade
The South Irving Library 

presented GRIMM Tales and 
Haunted Forest to kick off Hal-
loween festivities on Friday, on 
Oct.26.

This year’s festival was based 
on the Brothers Grimm fairy-
tales. Children and their fami-
lies were led by guides to differ-
ent sites throughout the library 
to participate in activities. 

Amanda Hipp, branch man-
ager for the South Irving Li-
brary, said the event has gotten 
larger each year.  

“We’ve been doing the haunt-
ed house for about five years 
now and added the trunk or 
treat three years ago,” Hipp 
said. “We expanded it out even 
more this year. We get everyone 
from babies up to teens, so it’s 
truly a multigenerational event. 

“We have three high schools 
involved. Their National Hon-
or Societies are do the haunt-
ed house and set everything 
up, while the Library Action 
Council runs all of the carnival 
games. It’s equally beneficial, 
because they are all volunteer 
teams that actually earn volun-
teer hours for their schools. It’s 
truly put on for the community 
by the community.”

De’Amber Stevens attended 
the event for the first time with 

AUSTIN – Not all anniver-
saries are happy and Nov. 7 is 
one of the saddest of all. Since 
Nov. 7, 2000, at least one per-
son has died on Texas roadways 
every single day. In an effort to 
end this deadly 18-year mile-
stone, the Texas Department 
of Transportation, through its 
#EndTheStreakTX campaign, 
reminds drivers it’s a shared 
responsibility among roadway 
users and engineers to keep our 
roads safe.  

“We all have the power to end 
the streak of daily deaths on 
Texas roadways,” Texas trans-
portation commissioner Laura 
Ryan said. “Don’t drink and 
drive; put away the cell phone; 
buckle up; and obey traffic laws. 
Be the driver you would want 
next to you, in front of you or 
behind you. Together, we can 
end the streak.”

“It’s heartbreaking to know 
that every day for the past 18 
years someone has lost a spouse, 
child, friend or neighbor on our 
state’s roadways,” TxDOT exec-
utive director James Bass said. 
“Ending this deadly daily streak 
is a shared responsibility. We 
will continue to engineer our 
roads to be more forgiving of 
drivers’ errors, but we all must 
work toward ending such pre-
ventable contributing factors 
as distracted driving, speeding 
and drunk driving. Let’s make it 
a priority to be safe, focused and 
responsible behind the wheel. 
Let’s end the streak.” 

To help raise awareness of 
this tragic, daily statistic, Tx-
DOT is asking people to share 
personal stories of loved ones 
lost in car crashes on their so-
cial media pages using photo 
and video testimonials with the 
hashtag, #EndTheStreakTX. 
The agency also will be posting 
startling statistics for the public 
to repost on social media out-
lets to help share this important 
message.

Since Nov. 7, 2000, fatalities 
resulting from vehicle crashes 
on Texas roadways have num-

TxDOT urges drivers to ‘end 
the streak’ of daily deaths

bered more than 66,000. The 
leading causes of fatalities con-
tinue to be failure to stay in one 
lane, alcohol and speed. To de-
crease the chances of roadway 
crashes and fatalities, TxDOT 
reminds drivers to:

Buckle seatbelts – all passen-
gers need to be buckled

Pay attention – put phone 

away and avoid distractions
Never drink and drive – 

drunk driving kills; get a sober 
ride home

Drive the speed limit – obey 
speed limits and drive slower 
when weather conditions 
warrant. 
SOURCE Texas Department of 

Transportation

COMMUNITY  CALENDAR
Walnut Creek Paddling Trail 
Trash Cleanup
November 10, 8 a.m.-noon
Loyd Park, 3401 Ragland Road
Register: https://app.betterimpact.com/
PublicOrganization/86fa1030-b644-4
1bd-9af5-0a6645f43c8e/ActivityCate-
gory/133627/1 

First Presbyterian Arts & Crafts 
Fair
November 10, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church of Grand 
Prairie, 310 SW 3rd. Free fair featuring 
arts & crafts vendors, silent auction 
and raffle.

Grand Prairie Veterans Day 
Ceremony
November 11, 2 p.m.
The City of Grand Prairie Parks, Arts & 

Grimm tales set 
library’s mood

Recreation Department will host a Vet-
erans Day Ceremony and refreshments 
at the Grand Prairie Veterans Memorial, 
925 Conover Dr. Performances include 
color guard, a bag piper, 21-gun 
salute by Grand Prairie Police Honor 
Guard and vintage-aircraft fly over and 
USO-themed patriotic music. Punch 
and cookies will be served. Attendees 
are welcome to begin gathering at 
1:30 p.m., as the ceremony will begin 
promptly at 2 p.m. Refreshments are 
sponsored by the Grand Prairie Rotary 
Clubs. 

Irving Silvertones Veterans 
Day Concert
November 11
Come honor our veterans service and 
sacrifice! The public is invited to enjoy 
patriotic tunes and show appreciation 
for veterans who served our country. 
Be prepared to start tapping your toes 

at the Oak View Baptist Church, 1004 
S Story Road. Admission is FREE.

The New York Goofs 
November 16, 7:30 pm
Imagine an evening where comedy, 
music, magic, juggling, acrobatics, and 
dancing worked together to surprise 
and amaze young and old audienc-
es everywhere. A madcap night of 
physical comedy based on the simple 
premise of a virtuoso pianist (Thiago 
Nacimento) trying to play a classical 
concert. The New York Goofs will 
take the stage in the Irving Arts Center 
Carpenter Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur, 
as part of the Entertainment Series of 
Irving’s fall season.
For ticket information, contact the 
Irving Arts Center box office at https://
tickets.irvingartscenter.com/esi or call 
972-252-2787.

her daughter, Bliss. 
“I’m glad we came,” Stevens 

said. “She did good in school, 
so it’s sort of a treat for her. 

“She’s having fun and that’s 
all that matters to me. We nev-
er really do much for Hallow-
een, and I think this is a really 
cool thing to do for the kids in 
the community.”

Jessica and Michael Rus-
som are residents of Grand 
Prairie, but heard about the 
event through a friend whose 
daughter volunteered for the 
event. Justin, Michaela, Erik 
and Noah, the Russom’s one-
year-old quadruplets, seemed 
delighted at all the action.

“The kids are doing good, 
but I think they’ll have more 
fun next year once they’re a 
bit older and can be more en-
gaging.” Michael Russom said. 
“We definitely plan on coming 
back next year. Luckily it feels 
great outside too, which was a 
plus for us.”

Hipp was not concerned 
about the festival getting 
rained out, but the possibility 
did cross her mind. 

“This was a good day season-
ally, so we felt it was a pretty 
good turnout,” Hipp said. “We 
had about 1,500 people attend 
though, and that to me is really 
successful.” 

Local NAACP encourages 
community participation

said. “The local level is where 
the boots are on the ground. 
This is where we are able to see 
the real progress.”

Catherine Butler, a longtime 
member of the NAACP, is proud 
of how many people attended 
the luncheon and are trying to 
make a difference.

“The organization’s involve-
ment in the community is about 
more than just racial issues,” 
Butler said. “We do anything 
from getting the youth involved 
to reaching out to senior cit-
izens. Being present is really 
what it’s all about.”

Tony Grimes, president of 

the Irving-Carrollton Branch, 
reiterated the importance of a 
commitment to helping today’s 
youth. 

“We will be able to continue 
to support students who will 
attend higher institutions of 
learning to become an asset to 
the community,” Grimes said. 

Luncheon chair Annette 
French acknowledged a few 
distinguished members of the 
community.

Larry Abrams, Jr. was hon-
ored as Business of the Year. 

See NAACP
Page 4
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See AMBUCS
Page 7

“There needs to be 
better coordination 

and a better 
approach providing 

a real date and a 
real time."

-George Rodriguez

Lawyer

See IMMIGRATION
Page 6

By Ariel Graham
Immigrants in Dallas are 

arriving to court for their 
deportation hearing only to 
be turned away. The rea-
son? The court summons 
issued by the Immigrations 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) contain “fake dates.” 

In DFW and cities across 
the country, more and more 
immigrants are discovering 
their court summons con-
tain bogus dates and times. 
Many of these documents 
list the summon time at 
noon or midnight, when the 
courts are closed, while oth-
ers have requested people 
appear on Sept. 31, a date 
that does not even exist. 

Michelle Saenz-Rodri-
guez and her husband 
George Rodriguez are law-
yers with the Saenz-Rodri-
guez and Associates law 
firm, a firm that specializes 

By Ariel Graham
The Epic is aiming to set a 

new standard for recreation 
centers across North Texas.

The Grand Prairie Parks, 
Arts and Recreation depart-
ment hosted a media tour 
of the Epic on Wednesday, 
Oct. 31. Amanda Alms, gen-
eral manager of The Epic, 
said the 120,000 square 
foot facility will be home 
to an array of activities for 
people of all ages and all in-
terests.

“[The Epic offers] enter-
tainment for not only the 
citizens of Grand Prairie, 
but the Metroplex,” Alms 
said. “It really offers a wide 
variety of opportunities that 
most people would not have 
access to. There’s over a mil-
lion dollars worth of fitness 
equipment with cross-fit 
and functional fitness, and 
different arts programs that 
will really open the door to a 
wide variety of art opportu-
nities not only for our kids, 
but also for adults.”

In addition to the fitness 
equipment, The Epic also 
features a basketball and 

By Lourdes Vazquez
The Irving AMBUCS 

joined the Mid Cities AM-
BUCS for an afternoon of 
wine tasting and fun during 
their Wine Wobble fund-
raiser hosted at the Silver 
Dollar Winery on Sunday, 
Oct. 28.

The high point of the 
event was the presentation 
of three AmTryke therapeu-
tic tricycles by the Mid Cit-
ies AMBUCS, and a special 

ICE issues fake court dates to immigrants
in immigration law in Dal-
las, Texas. Saenz-Rodriguez 
said the confusion all start-
ed with a Supreme Court 
case in June of this year: 
Perieri vs Sessions. The 
case dealt specifically with 
a document called a “Notice 
to Appear,” 
which is 
the equiv-
alent of in 
indictment 
in criminal 
p r o c e e d -
ings, and 
some vital 
i n f o r m a -
tion missing 
from many 
of these doc-
uments.

“What the 
courts said was if you’re go-
ing to have a valid charging 
document, which we refer 
to as a “Notice to Appear,” 

then that document has 
to contain time and date,” 
Saenz-Rodriguez said. 
“Otherwise, it is not a valid 
document, because the law 
requires it contains that [in-
formation]. The problem is 
that literately 90 percent of 

the documents 
[ICE] serves 
on people they 
are putting into 
deportation do 
not have a time 
and a date. It 
says ‘To be de-
termined.’

“The reason 
it says that is 
because immi-
gration, which 
is Department 
of Homeland 

Security, does not have di-
rect access to the Depart-
ment of Justice, which is 
the immigration courts 

who schedules the hear-
ings. Traditionally, what 
has happened is [ICE] filed 
the document that says date 
to be determined, and then 
the court puts the [case] on 
a docket and then sends no-
tice to the person who’s in 
deportation proceedings.”

This decision was good 
news for people who had 
been marked for deporta-
tion, Saenz-Rodriguez said, 
as it meant those charging 
documents were no longer 
valid.

“When this court case 
came out, the immigration 
lawyers were jumping for 
joy,” Saenz-Rodriguez said. 
“[This case] basically means 
that every deportation order 
that has been issued in the 
last at least 10 to 15 years, 
if it doesn’t have a time or 
a date, we can go back, re-
open it and nothing that 

stems from that charging 
document should be valid. 
Cases were being terminat-
ed by the courts based on 
this Supreme Court case.”

The immigration enforce-
ment side, however, was 
apparently not as pleased 
by this as the lawyers were. 
As Rodriguez explained, 
ICE had their own way of 
getting around the Supreme 
Court’s decision.

“The solution [ICE] came 
up with is just to put a bo-
gus time and date,” Rodri-
guez said. “On the major-
ity of these, what they’re 
putting for a time is noon, 
but the immigration courts 
are closed from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., and they 

Donation gives 
family new 

lease on life

presentation made possible 
by the Irving AMBUCS.

For almost a year Jody 
Spicer, 44, has not been 
able to go grocery shopping 
much less leave her home 
except for doctor visits. 

“A year ago I started 
having problems walking,” 
Spicer said. “We met with 
the neurologist, and I was 
diagnosed as stiff person 
syndrome.” Further testing 
led to a diagnoses of ALS in 
July.

On Sunday, the Irving 
AMBUCS gifted Spicer’s 
family a van with a wheel-
chair lift. AMBUCS is a na-
tional nonprofit charitable 
organization dedicated to 
creating mobility and inde-
pendence for people with 
disabilities.

Jody Spicer (second from the right) and her family receive a van from the 
AMBUCS. /Photo by John Starkey.

Grand Prairie's Epic arts and 
recreation center opens soon 

Artist-in-residence, Horacio Casillas, demonstrates how to make pottery. 
/Photo by Ariel Graham.

futsal court, a multi-level 
indoor walking and jogging 
track, spin studios, yoga stu-
dios and an indoor pool with 
in-water exercise treadmills, 
bikes and trampolines. On 
the arts and entertainment 
side, The Epic offers a ful-
ly-stocked culinary kitchen, 
pub and lounge area, art 
classes taught by an artist 
in-residence, a library, a 
live entertainment theater, 
community radio station, 
professional recording stu-
dio and film editing bay. 

The Epic also offers plen-
ty of activities for its young-
er visitors as well.

“For youth, we’ve got a 
kids’ play area, which has 
drop-in baby-sitting and 
an indoor/outdoor play-
ground,” Alms said. “We’ve 
got a game room for the ele-
mentary-age kids, and then 
we have a teen room that we 
hope to be able to create a 
space where teens can hang 
out and be with their friends 
and also get different lead-
ership and career advice 
and different programs that 
can help them, as they’re 

making important life deci-
sions. We definitely plan to 
entertain the youth as much 
as we can, as well as adults.”

The Epic is one of the cen-
tral pillars for EpicCentral, a 
177-acre regional park that 
already houses a number of 
tourist attractions and ame-
nities in the heart of Grand 
Prairie. Duane Strawn, as-
sistant director for Grand 
Prairie Parks, Arts and Rec-
reation, spoke about how 
EpicCentral has grown over 
the past several years.

“The first point of this 
property was The Summit, 
which was opened in 2010,” 
Strawn said. “It is a 63,000 
square feet 50+ active adult 
center, and it’s the first fa-
cility that was expressly 

built for baby boomers na-
tionwide. Our Public Safety 
Building [PSB] was opened 
the same year, and it hous-
es our police and fire ad-
min. Right across the street 
is our sister facility, the 
award-winning Epic Waters 
80,000 square foot indoor 
water park. It was opened 
January of this year, and 
has already exceeded every-
one’s expectations.”

There is one more attrac-
tion coming to EpicCentral, 
PlayGrand Adventures, a 
10-acre, all-inclusive play-
ground where disabled chil-
dren and their parents will 
be able to come and play 

See THE EPIC
Page 8

Joshua Stewart and Quinston Smith (from left to right) record a song in The 
Epic's recording studio. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Texas State Representative 
Rodney Anderson for the service 
you provide to the City of Irving!

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

Thank you
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LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

OTR HOME DAILY
AIR-FREIGHT-DEPENDABLE –DFW TO HOUSTON 

CDL – HM DRIVER WANTED FOR DEDICATED LANE, 5 
NIGHTS, 8PM – 5AM, 70 MPH TRUCK, DROP AND HOOK, 
$1,100/PER WEEK, QUARTERLY BONUS, NO DWI, NO 
FELONY.

214-405-4722
RLPiercy@att.net

FOR SALE

Oak Grove Cemetery plot in Valley Lawn Section.  Lot 7-AA-3.  
$2,000.  
Call 972-966-1796 or 972-998-3165.

USMD announces the resignation of Nana Mireku, MD, 
effective Dec. 3, 2018, after which time she will no longer see 
patients as part of USMD. USMD will contact patients who have 
appointments scheduled with Dr. Mireku after Dec. 3 to make 
other arrangements. Please call the USMD Las Colinas Clinic at 
972.996.5735 with any questions.

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and 
Insurance
For more information call 972-870-1992 or email johns@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales Representatives
WANTED

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the 
following solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving 
Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses on 
that date: 

1. ITB #044V-19F Reflective Material for Traffic Sign 
Faces

Due Date: 11/28/18 @ 3:00 p.m.  
2. RFQ #036D-19F Professional Design Services for 

Northgate Pump Station Ground Storage Tank No. 2
Pre-Submittal Mtg: 11/16/18 @ 10:00 a.m. 
Due Date: 11/30/18 @ 3:30 p.m. 

3. ITB #045D-19F Fire Department Bunker Clothing
Due Date: 11/28/18 @ 3:00 p.m. 

4. ITB #046D-19F Purchase of 2019 Harley Davidson
Motorcycles with Police Package and Preventive  
Maintenance Services
Due Date: 11/28/18 @ 3:30 p.m. 

5. ITB #047D-19F Mowing, Litter Control, and Landscape
Maintenance for Water Utilities
Pre-Bid Mtg: 11/16/18 @ 9:00 a.m. OR 11/16/18 @ 1:00 p.m. 
Due Date: 11/27/18 @ 3:30 p.m.   
Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date 
and time shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, so 
please allow ample time to submit your response. Information 
may be found at cityofirving.ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone: 
972.721.2631

City of Irving, Texas
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Regarding
FY 2017 – 2018 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation 

Report (CAPER)
For the Use of Federal Funds Under

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

A draft of the FY 2017–2018 Consolidated Annual Performance 
and Evaluation Report (CAPER) will be made available to 
the public for review beginning Monday, November 26, 2018 
at the City of Irving Planning and Community Development 
Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060.  Copies 
of the draft report will also be distributed for public review at 
the South Irving Library, 601 Schulze Dr., Irving, Texas.  The 
draft report may also be accessed through the Planning and 
Community Development Department’s website at: https://www.
cityofirving.org/560/Community-Development-Division. The 
public review period will close on Monday, December 10, 2018 
at 5:00 p.m.

The CAPER is required for federal housing and community 
development programs. Irving’s CAPER reports on the following 
federal block grant programs: Emergency Solutions Grant 
(ESG); Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME); and 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). The CAPER 
outlines progress made in achieving goals established in the FY 
2014–2019 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and the FY 2017–2018 
Annual Action Plan.  The draft document includes the following: 
1) information regarding amounts of funds invested in particular 
projects and activities; 2) descriptions of households assisted 
through investment of these funds; and other information 
relevant to the status of grant-funded projects administered 
by the City of Irving which affect local housing and community 
development needs.

The public is invited to comment on this report.  All public 
comments regarding the City’s performance under these federal 
programs can be made in writing to the Planning and Community 
Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 
75060 or by calling 972-721-4800 or E-mail to leverett@
cityofirving.org.  Public comments must be received by Monday, 
December 10, 2018 by the close of business at 5:00pm.  The 
final FY 2017 – 2018 Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report document, including all public comments, will 
be submitted to HUD on or around December 17, 2018.

By Ariel Graham
The Irving Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce 
(IHCC) celebrated their 20th 
anniversary with a night of 
20s-style music and mer-
riment at the 9th Annual 
IHCC Awards Banquet and 
Casino Night, held at the 
SPLS Event Center on Fri-
day, November 2nd.

The annual awards ban-
quet serves to recognize the 
hard-working members and 
volunteers of the Irving His-
panic Chamber and cele-
brate those who went above 
and beyond with their ser-
vice and leadership over the 
year. To celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the chamber, 
this year’s banquet took ev-
eryone back to the Roaring 
20’s, with many attendees 
showing up in flapper dress-
es and 1920’s-era suits and 
gowns. The event also fea-
tured a casino night, where 
attendees played craps, 
blackjack and roulette for 
a chance to win numerous 
prizes. All proceeds from 
the event went to IHCC 
scholarships.

During the awards cer-
emony, Irving Mayor Rick 
Stopfer spoke about how the 
city first got involved with 
the IHCC and expressed his 
appreciation to its current 
and former members.

“It’s hard for me to be-
lieve that 20 years ago, I 
was able to sit down with 
four gentlemen in a little 
restaurant and talk about 
this Hispanic Chamber that 
needed to be developed for 
the City of Irving,” Stopfer 
said. “They came up with a 
logo and all different types 
of opportunities for every-
body to get together and we 
met at different restaurants 
around the city and had the 
opportunity to see what is 
here today. For those that 
are still with us, we are very 
appreciative, and for those 
that have gone before us, we 
thank them for their com-
mitment.”

Stopfer also spoke about 
the chamber’s commitment 
to small businesses in Ir-
ving.

“We are very fortunate in 
in the city of Irving to have 
the business community 
that we do,” Stopfer said. 
“We are a city that was built 
on business and built for 
business, and small busi-
ness is one of the thing we 
don’t always talk about. 
In anything in life, it’s al-
ways nice to talk about the 
big, shiny things, the For-
tune 500 and the Fortune 
1000 companies, but the 
reality of it is we have over 
7,000 businesses within 
our community that em-
ploy less than 25 people. 
Those are the backbone of 
what we have here, those 
are what make up this city 
of 240,000 people that has 

Irving Hispanic Chamber celebrates 
20 years of supporting small business

Daniel and Liz Ullca enjoy a game of blackjack during IHCC's Casino Night. 
/Photo by Ariel Graham.

AWARD WINNER: Mary Richarte accepts one of her two awards during 
the IHCC Awards Banquet. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

250,000 jobs.”
A number of small busi-

nesses in Irving credit much 
of their success and growth 
to the IHCC. Many of the 
chamber’s longtime mem-
bers, such as Don Herring 
of Don Herring Mitsub-
ishi, shared their experi-
ences in watching not only 
their businesses grow, but 
the chamber grow as well. 
Don Herring Mitsubishi 
has been a member of the 
chamber since 2005.

 “At that time, the cham-
ber was all volunteers, no 
staff, no building, no any-
thing,” Herring recalled. “It 
was an all-volunteer organi-
zation that had no building 
and pretty soon, we were 
meeting at the dealership, 
all of the board meetings 
were at Don Herrings Mit-
subishi. It’s been exciting to 
watch the chamber grown, 
it’s been a group effort by 
a lot of people over a lot 
of years. And it gives even 
the smallest business, right 
down to the mom and pop 
shops, a voice.”

Christina Winters-Gears, 
founder of Creating and 
Managing Wealth LLC, 
said the IHCC’s success and 
growth is an inspiration to 
not just the Hispanic com-
munity, but to everyone in 
Irving.

“The thing that really 
makes the Hispanic Cham-
ber what it is today is tenac-
ity,” Winters-Gears said. 
“And now, it’s a beacon for 
the Hispanic community in 
the city of Irving. They are 
an example for other cul-
tures to expand themselves 
inside our city and reach 
out.”

Dr. Robert E. Bayless, an 
orthopedic surgeon with 
Precision Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine, said he 
wasn’t sure how the IHCC 
could help his business 
when he first joined. But 
thanks in part to the IHCC, 
his business has seen much 
growth in a short amount of 
time.

“At the time, I didn’t 
know much about the 
chamber, what they could 
do for my group…or how 
they could better promote 
us,” Bayless said. “My wife, 
being a strong-willed His-
panic woman, made sure we 
joined the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce. We start-
ed attending the networking 
events, we started attending 
company openings, ribbon 
cuttings, and advertising 
with the chamber. And over 
the next three years, we’ve 
had phenomenal growth.”

“If anyone is associated 
with a company or an or-
ganization that’s not grow-
ing as fast as you would 
like, I encourage you to get 
active with this organiza-
tion,” Bayless added. “The 
Irving Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce are great people 
to work with, they’re great 
people who introduce you 
to other great people.”

Dr. Bayless also accept-
ed the award for Business 
of the Year on behalf of 
Precision Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine. IHCC 
board member Mary Rich-
arte took home both Vol-
unteer of the Year and the 
Chairman’s Award, while 
Irving Amubcs president 
Bruce Burns was awarded 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award and Francisco De La 
Torre, the consul general of 

Mexico, was the recipient of 
the Gracias Award. Other 
winners of the night includ-
ed:

Ambassador of the Year: 
Lucy Gonzales

Entrepreneur of the Year: 
Luis Fernando Ibarguen-
goytia, president of Four 
Leaf Ventures, LLC

Corporation of the Year: 
Coca-Cola

Partner of the Year: Lift 
Fund

Non-Profit of the Year: 
Mercury One

Family of the Year: The 
Collins Family.

During a special-called 
meeting last Thursday, Nov. 
1, the Irving ISD Board of 
Trustees voted to consider 
internal candidates for the 
Superintendent of Schools 
position before conduct-
ing a statewide or national 
search. The application pro-
cess for internal candidates 
is open and will close Fri-
day, Nov. 16.  

The community is in-
vited to submit their input 
regarding the desired qual-
ities and characteristics for 
the district’s next educa-
tional leader through an 
input form developed by 

Superintendent 
search update

the board. In addition, the 
board will host three com-
munity meetings to provide 
parents, staff, students and 
the community an oppor-
tunity to ask questions and 
complete the input form. 
The community meetings 
are scheduled as follows:

Tuesday, Nov. 13 - 6 p.m. 
at J. Haley Elementary 
School cafeteria   

Wednesday, Nov. 14 - 
6 p.m. at Travis Middle 
School cafeteria

Thursday, Nov. 15 - 6 
p.m. at Irving High School 
cafeteria.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Dr. Timothy J. Wilbert, 
Sr. was named Clergy of 
the Year. Dr. Bobby Burns 
was awarded Educator of 
the Year. Officer Gabriela 
Rodriguez and the Irving 
Police Athletic League each 
received the Excellence in 
Law Enforcement Award. 

On the heels of the high 
school competition, re-
sults for All-Region middle 
school orchestra are in. 

This year, all eight Irving 
ISD middle schools will rep-
resent Region 20 after plac-
ing 62 students as chairs 
and alternates in concert 
and philharmonic orches-
tras. The student musicians 

The Community Service 
Award went to Phillip and 
Judy Smith.

Life-long Bear Creek resi-
dent Dixie Morton Caraway 
was especially honored to 
take home the Trailblazer of 
Valor Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

Middle schools 
select All-Region 

musicians
will take center stage during 
the Texas Music Educators 
Association (TMEA) All-Re-
gion Orchestra concert 
on Dec. 1 at Nimitz High 
School. The middle school 
concert begins at 4 p.m., 
followed by the high school 
performance at 5 p.m. 

SOURCE Irving ISD
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organiza-
tion’s name, meeting location and time. If an organization 
wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, 
we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-
7878

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st &3rd Tuesdays @7p.m.
Community Bible Church

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 

7:30pm
132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017

irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Noon

Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd.
Irving Piano Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,  
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for 
more infomation

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Staurdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

FUN & GAMES

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

* It was British philosopher, logician, 
mathematician, historian, writer, social critic 
and political activist -- and, not insignificantly, 
Nobel laureate -- Bertrand Russell who 
made the following sage observation: "The 
fundamental cause of trouble in this world 
is that the stupid are cocksure while the 
intelligent are full of doubt."

* In an odd coincidence, President Abraham 
Lincoln had a secretary named Kennedy, and 
President John F. Kennedy had a secretary 
named Lincoln. Kennedy the secretary told 
Lincoln the president that he shouldn't go to 
Ford's Theatre the night he was shot; Lincoln 
the secretary tried to convince Kennedy the 
president not to go on a trip to Dallas, where 
he was shot.

* If you're like the average man, your beard 

grows about half an inch every month.

* Those who study such things claim that an average 
bank robber in the United States nets about $4,000 
for every job. No info at hand on how the researches 
acquired their data.

* You might think that hot dogs are a relatively recent 
food offering, but you'd be wrong. The first sausages 
were created more than 3,500 years ago when ancient 
Babylonians began stuffing spiced meat into the 
intestines of animals.

* The fastest of all non-domesticated canines, the African 
wild dog can sprint faster than 40 mph.

* Many people make provisions in their wills for their 
pets; it's the compassionate thing to do. Singer Dusty 
Springfield went a bit further than most, though; she 
specified that her cat was to be fed only imported baby 
food.
***
Thought for the Day: "Every man possesses three 
characters: that which he exhibits, that which he really 
has, and that which he believes he has." -- Jean-Baptiste 
Alphonse Karr

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the only U.S. 
president born on the island of Manhattan?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of Ethi-
opia?
3. U.S. STATES: Which state is home to Mount 

Rushmore?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is represented by the condition astraphobia?
5. LITERATURE: Which of Shakespeare's plays produced the line, "Nei-
ther a borrower nor a lender be"?
6. FOOD & DRINK: In which century was tea introduced to Europe?
7. MOVIES: Who sang the title song to the movie "Pretty Woman"?
8. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What baseball great once said, "Never let the 
fear of striking out keep you from playing the game"?
9. GAMES: What kind of word puzzle was introduced Dec. 21, 1913 in the 
New York World?
10. MEDICAL: What is a more common name for the condition called 
achromatopsia?

Answers
1. Theodore Roosevelt
2. Addis Ababa
3. South Dakota
4. Fear of thunder and lightning
5. "Hamlet"
6. 16th century
7. Roy Orbison
8. Babe Ruth
9. Crossword puzzle
10. Color blindness

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SHOPPING SPREE: Elliott Cody energetically goes back to school 
shopping. /Photo by Edgar Estrada.

Now accepting Cigna 
PPO insurance!
Dr. Vanessa Williams

2820 North O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

To get more information 

call 972-670-1863

Qualified Candidates Needed

A School Board candidate needs to be:
-interested in providing children with quality education

Looking for candidates for Irving City 

Council and Irving School Board

A City Council candidate 
needs to be:
-Able to progressively to move 
the city forward in a conservative 
manner

We need people to run for Irving
City Council and Irving School Board with these qualities:

- Common sense   -Accountable
-Time to give    -Balanced

-Bussiness/Management Background

IMMIGRATION
Continued from Page 3

have no hearings that be-
gin at noon. In some cas-
es, some of these folks are 
being asked to show up at 
midnight or on weekends 
when the Federal building 
is closed. So just imagine if 
you show up and go, ‘Oh, 
it’s shut down, so I guess I 
don’t have to show up.’ Next 
thing you know, they get an 
order of removal, because 
they don’t show up to their 
actual court hearing.”

Rodriguez said one of 
the major issues with im-
migrants receiving these 
summons is that although 
the dates are fake, the doc-
ument itself is not. When 
the court finally sends the 
immigrant a proper Notice 
to Appear, he or she is likely 
to think it is fake.

“They are officially in re-
moval proceeding and de-
portation proceedings, but 

they are unaware of when 
their actual hearing date 
is supposed to take place,” 
Rodriguez said. “What the 
court is doing is they will 
subsequently at a later date, 
and it could be months later 
because we’re so backed up, 
they’ll send them a hear-
ing date. But now you have 
folks under the impression 
that this may be bogus as 
well.”

Saenz-Rodriguez add-
ed that this is particularly 
dangerous for immigrants 
who are not represented by 
an attorney in immigration 
court and have a limited un-
derstand of how the Amer-
ican judicial system works. 

“In my case, I’m a lawyer, 
so I can look at this notice 
and say, ‘OK, that’s ridic-
ulous. I can tell you that 
date isn’t real, we don’t have 
court at noon in Dallas,’” 

Saenz-Rodriguez said. “But 
you don’t know that, and 
you don’t have the right to 
a lawyer unless you hire 
them yourself and you know 
that you need one. The vast 
majority of people are not 
represented in immigration 
court.”

For the moment, there 
does not seem to be a way to 
circumvent these fake dates. 
Rodriguez warns that immi-
grants should pay very close 
attention to any notices 
they receive from ICE, and 
that hopefully, ICE and the 
courts will work together to 
rectify all the confusion.

“In my opinion, all those 
cases should be thrown out 
of court, they should all be 
terminated,” Rodriguez 
said. “There needs to be 
better coordination and a 
better approach providing 
a real date and a real time 
to people who have been 
placed in removal proceed-
ings.”

By Edgar Estrada
Five-year-old leukemia 

survivor Elliott Cody and 
his family received a $100 
shopping spree from Bur-
lington Coat Factory at Ir-
ving Mall on Wednesday, 
Oct. 24.

Elliott was accompanied 
by his parents, William and 
Kyllan and older sister, sev-
en-year-old Laurel. Though 
officially a back to school 
shopping spree, Elliott did 
not hesitate to pick out a 
couple new toys.

“I had no expectations,” 
Kyllan said. “But I am glad 
he is enjoying it, picking out 
some things he really likes, 
which all happen to have a 
super hero theme, which 
matches him well.”

Elliott filled his shopping 
cart with a couple super 
hero toys as well as a track 
suit and an Avengers t-shirt.

Laurel also got to join in 
the fun as Elliott picked a 
Harley Quinn doll for her.

All was well between the 
siblings until a minor dis-
pute erupted about which 
comic book characters 
belong to DC Comics and 
which belong to Marvel 
Comics. It was agreed upon 
that the Justice League 
members are a part of 
the DC Universe and the 
Avengers are in the Marvel 
Universe.

Kyllan enjoyed the after-
noon but is more excited 
about Elliott being able to 
attend school and have a 
normal childhood. Elliott 
attends La Villita Elemen-
tary in the Carrollton-Farm-
ers Branch ISD.

“It was very exciting,” 
Kyllan said. “You’re always 
excited to see your kids go 
to school. With him it was 
extra special. He seemed 
to walk right into the class 
room and settle down like it 
was normal for him.”

Elliott’s final treatment 
was last November, and the 
cancer is in remission. El-
liott still visits an oncologist 

Cancer survivor enjoys shopping spree
once a month to monitor his 
progress, and things are go-
ing well.

“He’s acclimating really 
well,” Kyllan said. “We just 
had his parent teacher con-
ference last week, and the 
only area where we have to 
work with him is some of 
the chemo affected his fine 
motor skills, so his hand 
writing is kind of all over 
the place, but his reading is 
good, and he enjoys count-
ing and math.”

Heather Evans, campaign 
director for the Light the 
Night Walk, a fundraiser 
benefitting the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society, 
has gotten to know the Cody 
family.

“Kyllan has come out 
on numerous occasions 
to events to share Elliott’s 
story,” Evans said. “She 
being the caregiver and es-
pecially a parent hearing 
those words ‘your child has 
cancer,’ it can be a real dark 
time. She is able to be that 
light for some of those fam-
ilies and say it’s a hard time 
but offer support to other 
families and give them the 
light at the end of the tunnel 
that they really need.”

Last year Elliott was the 
honored hero for the Light 
the Night Walk, which fea-
tures participants walking 
with one of three different 
colored lanterns.

“As a survivor Elliott was 
our honored hero,” Evans 

said. “All of our walkers car-
ry lanterns, supporters car-
ry red lanterns, those walk-
ing in memory carry a gold 
lantern, and then Elliott as a 
survivor he would have car-
ried a white lantern.”

According to Evans, this 
year Burlington in North 
Texas will raise close to 
$150,000 and $4 million 
nationwide for the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma society.

Noel Reed the store man-
ager at Burlington says this 
is the first time this location 
has been able to present a 
gift shopping spree but Bur-
lington has a history of sup-
porting the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

“This is the 17th year in 
a row partnering with the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society,” Reed said. “We 
raise funds through dona-
tions from our customers.”
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AMBUCS
Continued from Page 3

Artist Arjoon KC looks at his finished painting. /Photo by Sobia Shakeel.

Kittina
Hi my name is KITTINA ! Isn't that an awesome name. I am a 
beautiful, large, 7 year old lady. I am a gorgeous blue tabby. My 
other parent had to give me up because of health problems. I 
am very sad and confused even in this beautiful shelter. I would 
rather be your one and only, but I bet I could adjust to another 
cat if approached slowly. Please come by and let's meet, I 
promise you won't be sorry.

Lucy
My name is Lucy, and you're going to love me! I'm 
about 6 years old, and I'm a MinPin mix. As an older 
gal, I'm calm, loving, and friendly. I was surrendered 
because my human had a change in lifestyle. I'm 
not sure what that means, but I'm ready for a 
change in lifestyle myself as a part of your family! 
I'd love to meet you and show you just how much 
love I have to give.

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Place your loved ones obituaries 

in the Rambler
Call our office for more 

details (972) 870-1992

Shirley Ann “Scooter” 
Conner, 72, a life-time res-
ident of Irving, died Sat-
urday, October 27, 2018 
suddenly at her home. Born 
August 6, 1946 in Atlanta, 
Texas, she is the daughter of 
Willie Lummis McCandless 
and the late John Thom-
as McCandless.  She was a 

retired floral designer for 
Michael’s Stores.  She mar-
ried Doyle R. “Pete” Con-
ner April 2, 2005 in Irving.  
Preceded in death by a son, 
Robert Deel, she is survived 
by her husband Doyle R. 
“Pete” Conner of Irving; two 
daughters, Vicki Melancon 
and husband Tony of Keller 
and Kathy Deel; a brother 
John McCandless of Irving; 
and three grandchildren 
Justin, Kortney, and Cris-
tan Melancon.  The funeral 
service was held on Tuesday 
in the chapel at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home.  
Burial was at Dallas/Fort 
Worth National Cemetery 
in Dallas.

SHIRLEY ANN “SCOOTER” CONNER, 72

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Kenneth Maynard Sloan “Kenn”
 May 28, 1949 – Oct. 30, 2018 

Joel “Joe” Sanchez May 3, 1950 – Nov. 1, 2018     
Santino Ortiz Nov. 3, 2018 – Nov. 3, 2018

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Maxine Graves Feb. 2, 1951 – Nov. 4, 2018

out items that she likes. The 
change is going to be amaz-
ing. She will be able to live 
again.”

The annual Wine Wobble 
helps raise funds for Mid 
Cities AMBUCS, so they can 
provide AmTrykes to those 
who need them.

“We have these fundrais-
ers to give back to the com-
munity,” said Lisa Rober-
son, president of Mid Cities 
AMBUCS and therapist at 
Encompass Health. “We are 
passionate about inspiring 
mobility in children and 
adults by providing the tools 
they need.” 

The Irving AMBUCS have 
assisted over 2,700 people 
by providing AmTrykes, 
according to Bruce Burns, 
president of Irving AM-
BUCS.

AmTrykes are therapeutic 
tricycles designed for peo-
ple with special needs to be 
able to bike ride. Roberson 
said AmTrykes help build 
strength, coordination, tone 
and self-esteem. The orga-
nization has provided over 
30,000 AmTrykes across 
the nation.

Sunday’s donation was a 
collaborative effort between 
Mid Cities AMBUCS and 
Irving AMBUCS. Burns ex-
plained that in a matter of 
days they were able to pull 
together the donation. 

“Lisa came to us on 
Thursday morning,” Burns 
said. “We were able to talk 
to Jody on FaceTime at our 
weekly AMBUCS meeting 
and we saw how sweet and 
kind she was,” said Burns.

The Irving AMBUCS had 
a van donated by the Lear 

family. The organizations 
were able to install a lift/
wheelchair ramp into the 
van and repair the air condi-
tioning system. By Saturday 
night, the van was prepared. 
During Sunday’s event, the 
vehicle was also insured.

“It gives this person 
an opportunity to have 
real mobility,” Rick Stop-
fer, Mayor of Irving, said. 
“Whenever you can help 
one person, it makes all the 
difference. [The donation 
is] a combination of a cou-
ple of different AMBUCS 
groups coming together and 
pooling their efforts to make 
something happen.

“I think people in gener-
al, they want to help each 
other. All in all people want 
positive things to be in-
volved in, but it’s hard to 
find them.”

Roberson noted the Am-
Trykes do not only help 
physically, but also psycho-
logically, enabling those 
who suffer from a disability 
that limits their mobility to 
participate in activities. 

“We’re the only organi-
zation that does the Am-
Trykes, because AMBUCS 
created the AmTrykes,” 
Roberson said. “When we 
give the AmTrykes, we give 
it to them for free. We also 
want them to be part of our 
family.” 

AMBUCS provides the 
AmTrykes free of charge. 
In order to be placed on a 
waiting list for an AmTrykes 
parents must complete a re-
quest form, and the child’s 
therapist must complete an 
assessment form as well as 
selection form.

By Sobia Shakeel
As a small crowd gath-

ered, Arjoon KC prepared to 
give a live painting demon-
stration. The event was part 
of his first one-person show 

“It’s a great blessing that 
something like this exists,” 
Jody said. Her illness has 
robbed her of the ability to 
walk and is now affecting 
her speech. “I’m just adapt-
ing to the changes I have to 
make.”

 “[The van] is a miracle,” 
Joanne Miller, Spicer’s 
mother, said. “Jody has 
been pretty much bound 
to the house. With this 
van, she will be able to go 
shopping. She hasn’t been 
shopping in a long time. 
She hasn’t been able to go 
to the grocery store and pick 

Artist creates work in live demonstration
at the Irving Arts Center on 
Friday, Oct. 26. 

The gallery featured an 
array of the Irving-based 
artist’s productions, ranging 
from landscapes consisting 

of miniscule details, all the 
way to life sized depictions 
of famous locations in vi-
brant hues. 

“There are paintings I 
have done in five minutes, 
and there are paintings I 
have done in a few hundred 
hours,” KC said. “Usually 
the smaller, more detailed 
ones take the longest time, 
and that can be a little 
draining.” 

Before the live demon-
stration began, the guests 
enjoyed refreshments and 
live music, all the while hav-
ing enough time to admire 
the artist’s work. Around 
the gallery, handheld mag-
nifying glasses were pro-
vided to view the intricate 
details present in the paint-
ings. 

“My older daughter has 
always been really passion-
ate about art,” Leah Ondiek, 
the mother of two young art 
enthusiasts, said. “We try to 
come to the center whenev-
er it has exhibitions or fami-
ly events. A live demonstra-
tion like this is something 
that is so rare. We’re really 
excited about seeing it.”

Director of exhibitions 
and educational programs 

for the Irving Arts Center 
Marcie Inman described 
the importance of giving 
Irving-based artists like KC 
a platform to display their 
work.

“He’s young, talented, 
very driven and very am-
bitious,” Inman said. “He’s 
got a big body of work he’s 
passionate about sharing 
with a large part of the com-
munity, and it’s very im-
portant to us to feature local 
artists and support them.”

Gathering his tools and 
adjusting the canvas, the 
artist and self-described 
entrepreneur set to work. 
The chatter died down as 
the attention focused on 
the center of the room with 
each attendee watching in 
earnest. Excitement and 
anticipation ran high as the 
image on the canvas came 
to life, the colors combining 
beautifully and the scene 
coming into focus. 

“I didn’t know what I was 
going to do when I came 
here today, but I had this 
image stuck in my head,” 
KC said. “This incident 
happened in the last few 
months when it began rain-
ing nonstop, and I wanted 
to capture how I felt about 
that weather and also about 

today.”
The finished painting, 

called “Happy Rainy Day” 
shows a woman holding 
up an umbrella against a 
multi colored sky, signifying 
pouring rain. KC had been 
downtown on a particular-
ly stormy day when he saw 
a young lady struggling to 
cross the street. 

“Normally my paintings 
come from the energy I feel 
in the environment,” KC 
said. “Today I felt happy 
and energized when I came 
into this room, and that’s 
the main moment I was try-
ing to capture.”

KC spoke about trying to 
unite the Irving community 

in the name of art. Through 
his work, the artist hopes to 
create a lasting legacy that 
will include a large group of 
passionate individuals who 
also want to give back to the 
community.  

“It’s about welcoming 
everybody in Irving with 
the happiness that we offer 
here,” KC said. “I’d love to 
continue that for the rest of 
my life.” 

Arjoon KC’s work is cur-
rently featured in the Car-
penter Lobby at the Irving 
Arts Center, and his studio 
is open to the public, located 
on 3301 Conflans Rd, #302, 
Irving, TX 75061.
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THE EPIC
Continued from Page 3

EPIC PROPORTIONS: View from the top of the indoor track of the 
basketball court./Photo by Ariel Graham.

Catering    
Events    Bistro   
Breakfast and 
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109 S. Main Street
972-259-1123

Mon-Fri 7 AM - 2 PM
www.gloryhousecatering.com

By Lourdes Vazquez
Paul Balensiefen is on 

the road to recovery after 
weeks in the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) at Baylor Scott 
& White in Carrollton. Now 
his family faces another 
challenge, paying for medi-
cal treatment. 

“He woke up one morn-
ing severely nauseated, so 
he went to his PCP [prima-
ry care physician] and they 
suggested he get a CT scan,” 
Valerie Balensiefen said. 
“We went to the ER the next 
day, and Baylor Irving im-
mediately did a CT scan on 
him and found abscesses.”

He was sent to Baylor 

together. The first phase of 
PlayGrand is expected to 
open in Fall of 2019. Strawn 
also added that hotels, a 
conference center, restau-
rants and retail will be com-
ing to EpicCentral as well.

Grand Prairie Mayor Ron 
Jensen said The Epic, as 
well as all of the amenities at 
EpicCentral, are not just for 
the citizens of Grand Prairie 
to enjoy, but is open to ev-
eryone in North Texas and 
across the nation.

“Grand Prairie is a world-
class city, and we felt our 
citizens deserved a world-
class amenity,” Jensen said. 
“But this amenity, The Epic, 

Epic Waters, PlayGrand, 
it’s not just for Grand Prai-
rie citizens. It’s available to 
everybody in North Texas. 
We’ll have buses coming in 
with schoolchildren to play 
at PlayGrand Adventures. 
We’ve already received over 
350,000 guests at Epic Wa-
ters from all across the na-
tion. It’s a tourist attraction, 
and it’s available to every-
one in the Metroplex.”

The Epic will host an in-
formational open house on 
Saturday, Nov. 10, from 12 
p.m. to 6 p.m., and will have 
its grand opening celebra-
tion on Saturday, Nov. 17, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Family hosts fundraiser to pay medical costs
Carrollton for emergency 
surgery to remove infection 
out and check for perfora-
tions. Unfortunately, the 
doctors were unable to find 
the cause of the infection. 
Paul was given antibiotics 
and a PICC line was insert-
ed to provide his nutrition. 

Valerie and her husband, 
Paul, were insured just days 
before he was admitted to 
the hospital. Valerie had ac-
cepted a new job and would 
not be insured for at least 30 
days. She hopes to be able to 
cover her COBRA payment 
in order to have her hus-
band’s medical treatments 
covered.

“Our out-of-pocket and 
deductible were met before 
I left my job, so everything is 
covered as long as I can get 
COBRA paid for,” Valerie 
said.

On Sunday, Nov. 4, the 
Balensiefen family hosted 
a fundraiser at Cottonwood 

Park selling lunch plates 
consisting of chicken Alfre-
do, Caesar Salad, bread, and 
a dessert for $10. The goal 
was to raise $3,600. Close 
to 60 plates were sold on 
Sunday. The family is also 
accepting donations via 
Facebook. 

“With being out of work 
for that long and having all 
of these medical needs with 
another CT scan and EGD 
to make sure everything is 
ok, there’s a lot of medical 
cost,” Valerie said. 

Paul was in the ICU for 
a week and a half and was 
transferred to the Progres-
sive Care Unit. He was re-

leased from the hospital on 
Monday, Nov. 5, but will 
need to continue to home 
health until he is fully re-

covered. Valerie said he will 
have to have IV antibiotics 
for two or three weeks and 
aid in dressing changes. 

A number of high school 
musicians excelled in this 
year’s Texas Music Educa-
tors Association (TMEA) 

Nimitz High School host-
ed Brown University rep-
resentatives and students 
from across the Metroplex 
and as far as Austin for the 

Orchestra takes on all-region
All-Region Orchestra com-
petition. Irving ISD dom-
inated Region 20, placing 
40 members and four alter-

nates who will go on to par-
ticipate in a clinic and con-
cert performance on Dec. 1 
at Nimitz High School. 

Some accolades include:
Irving - ten musicians 

in symphonic and two in 
honors, including Jose San-
tiesteban Miranda as princi-
pal (viola)

MacArthur - six musi-
cians in honors with Mon-
ica Limberg as associate 
concertmaster (violin); 16 
musicians in symphonic 
with Gloria Kim as con-
certmistress, Ami Suzuki as 
principal and Samira Velas-
quez as associate concert-
mistress (violin), Amari Gil-
bert as principal (viola), and 
Arianna Stoker as principal 
and Pat Neumayr as associ-
ate principal (bass)

Nimitz - four musicians 
in honors and eight in sym-
phonic.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving ISD exposes 
students to Ivy schools

Brown University DFW 
visit. The event exposed 
Irving ISD students to the 
possibility of attending an 
Ivy League school and of-

fered interested students a 
slight edge in the admission 
process. Students heard 
from Tori Guen, assistant 
director of admissions, who 
promised to physically re-
view the application of any 
student from Irving ISD.  

SOURCE Irving ISD

Paul Balensiefen


