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See UNITE FOR TROOPS
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ONE NIGHT IN BANGKOK: Anne Pfaff, Alan Meghar, Dottie Boyles say hello to the elephant during the 2018 
Irving School's Foundation's Legacy Gala.  /Photo by John Starkey.

See LEGACY GALA
Page 6

Ladies gaze at the mountain of food presented at Diwali. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

A veteran salutes the POW/MIA remembrance table. /Photo by Lourdes Vazquez.

See DIWALI
Page 4

Police Chief Jeff Spivey
& Fire Chief Victor Conley

for the service you provide to
the City of Irving!

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

Thank you

By Tricia Sims
Colorful traditional dress-

es, beautiful bright decora-
tions and a variety of foods 
filled the BAPS Shri Swam-
inarayan Mandir as people 

By Lourdes Vazquez
Dozens of people payed 

tribute to veterans in Irving 
during the annual Unite for 
the Troops on Saturday, 
Nov. 10. For almost two 
decades the Porter family 
has been hosting Unite for 
Troops and the Veteran’s 
Day Celebration outside her 
family’s store, Porter Army 
Navy.

The day after 9-11, 2001, 
Cindy Porter began orga-
nizing the community to 
collect supplies for mili-
tary personnel. Many of 
the donations are comfort 
items and letters, which are 
shipped overseas.

“There’s a difference if 
you’re serving and you’re 
facing whatever and you 
think no one gives a damn 
about what you’re sacrific-
ing,” Cindy Porter said, “or 
if you think they’re standing 
with you.”

Porter has shipped thou-
sands of packages to the 
military since she began.

“This year alone I have 
spent $1200,” Porter said. 
She hoped to collect close to 
150 packages to ship to mili-
tary members overseas. 

Randy Mecca served 
with the Army and grew up 
during the Vietnam War. 
Although a birth defect did 
not permit him to see active 
duty, he lost several friends 
in the war.

“A lot of my friends didn’t 
come home and that was 
hard,” Mecca said. “More 
people now are coming 
back with amputations and 
things of that nature.”

Mecca works with veter-

By Edgar Estrada
The 8th annual Legacy 

Gala was hosted at the Four 
Seasons Resort and Club in 
Irving on Friday night, Nov. 
9. The gala benefits the Ir-
ving Schools Foundation, 
which provides financial 
resources and educational 
opportunities for teachers 
and students in Irving ISD.

The gala’s themes reflect 
the ethnicities of Irving 

Gala raises funds for students, teachers
ISD students. “One Night 
in Bangkok” was chosen as 
this year’s theme, and 450 
guests enjoyed an evening 
of Thai inspired entertain-
ment.

An elephant greeted 
guests at the sold-out event 
and posed for pictures. The 
event also featured a danc-
ing dragon performance by 
students from Farine Ele-
mentary School.

Diana Pfaff, the gala 
chair, has a special connec-
tion with the Irving Schools 
Foundation, which was 
founded by her mother in 
1985.

“There’s nothing more 
worthwhile than the educa-
tion of our children,” Pfaff 
said. “Public education was 
a passion of my mother’s. 
[The Irving Schools Foun-
dation] is one of those orga-
nizations where no matter 
what you do, you help and 
give back. It’s an important 
cause and something very 
close to my heart.”

Pfaff said between the 
event and contributions 
from teachers, the Irving 
Schools Foundation has 

Diwali celebration showcases 
Hindu-Texas culture

gathered to celebrate Diwa-
li, the Hindu New Year, on 
Sat. Nov. 10.

“Diwali is the last day of 
the year, and then we have 
the start of the New Year,” 

Yogan Rao, BAPS media 
consultant said.  “Diwali 
was actually on Wednesday 
and the New Year was on 
Thursday, but since it was 
on a weekday we are having 

a bigger celebration today. 
For the end of the year, we 
basically prepare an assort-
ment of different dishes.”

“Diwali is one of the 
most important celebra-
tion events for Hinduism,” 
Tushar Solanki, festival at-
tendee, said. “This celebra-
tion at the BAPS Shri Swa-
minarayan Mandir is a good 
way for friends and family 
members to come together 
and celebrate. 

“It is a five day event and 
each day represents differ-
ent items. It is a time to look 
back on the old year, reflect 
on yourself and then look 
forward to the New Year. 

“This event brings the 
whole Irving community to-
gether. My family has been 
here all day; even my sister 
came down from Chicago. It 
is a good time of year to get 
together and celebrate.”

The five days of Diwali 
are rich in cultural tradi-
tions and rituals that sym-
bolize new beginnings and 
a renewed commitment to 
family. A few of the tradi-
tions celebrated during Di-
wali include presentation of 

ans who suffer from post 
traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) by having them 
play disc golf. The veteran 
has been using disc golf as 
recreation therapy, work-
ing with patients of Scottish 
Rite and Dallas Amputee 
Network.

“I have a son-in-law 
who’s a PTSD suffer, and he 
was kind of my a motivation 
to get this started,” Mecca 
said.

As a result, Mecca has not 
only seen a change in his 
own son-in-law but in oth-
er veterans who suffer from 
PTSD. He recalls being con-
tacted by the wife of one of 
the vets he took to the disc 
golf course. She indicated 
to him that her husband 
hadn’t left their home in six 
months after being home 
from service for almost four 
years.

“I got a call at Christmas 
time [saying] thank you my 
husband and I are pregnant, 
we’ve been trying since he 
got out,” Mecca said with 
tears in his eyes.

Porter said one of her 
biggest hopes is to gener-
ate awareness in the city of 
military members who are 
risking their lives every day.

“I want people to start 
realizing all the military is 
doing,” Porter said.

Members of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
post 2494 remembered 
those Missing In Action 
(MIA) and Prisoners of War 
(POW) through a symbolic 

Unite for the 
Troops brings 
Vets support
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Diwali decorations light up the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir entry way. 
/Photo by Tricia Sims.

Limpy
Don't let my name fool ya! I'm Limpy but I don't really have a 
limp or anything else that would be a reason for the name. I'm a 
frolicsome, 1-year-old guy that loves to play, explore, and meet 
new people! You certainly can't miss my handsome red tabby 
realness or all of the charisma and charm that I exude as you 
walk past me. Look past my name and come meet me today!

Duke
Hi. My name is Duke. I'm about a year old, and was 
rescued from another shelter. The first thing you will 
notice is that I am a happy boy, who loves to play. 
I love people. I love to play. I love a good squeaky 
toy. Oh....and I have the softest coat. I'm an active 
boy. I'm just waiting for my new family to help me 
learn to play fetch, and so many other commands. 
So if you are looking for a young playful friend, 
come on over, and lets play.

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Kenneth Walker July 18, 1940 – Nov. 9, 2018
Sharon Kay White Feb. 16, 1945 – Nov. 9, 2018 

Mary R. Jones June 29, 1937 – Nov. 12, 2018
Daniel Franklin Messerly “Danny” 

Sept. 4, 1948 – Nov. 12, 2018

USMD announces the retirement of Lawrence Alter, MD, 
effective Dec. 14, 2018, after which time he will no longer see 
patients as part of USMD. USMD will contact patients who have 
appointments scheduled with Dr. Alter after Dec. 14 to make 
other arrangements. Please contact the USMD Las Colinas 
Urology Clinic at 972.401.4940 if you have any questions.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
ICDC Shady Grove Addition Replat (PL18-0049)

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO 
CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A 
RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF 
IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Irving, Texas 
in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving 
Boulevard, Irving, Texas, to consider resubdivision or replatting 
of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described:

ICDC Shady Grove Addition Replat (PL18-0049)
Being a replat of a portion of Tract 1, Irving Truck Tracts No. 2, 
located at 1920 W. Shady Grove Road, and zoned R-6 (Single 
Family) district.

The public hearing will be held at the following time:  

Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, December 3, 
2018, 7 p.m.

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning 
this replat may speak. State law requires that owners of property 
within a residential subdivision be notified if another property 
within the same subdivision is proposed to be replatted.  State 
law also requires that the Planning and Zoning Commission or 
City Council must approve a plat that complies with the City’s 
Subdivision regulations.

The application is on file for public examination in the Department 
of Planning and Community Development at 825 West Irving 
Boulevard, Irving, Texas.  For additional information, please 
contact the Planning and Community Development Department 
at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the name of the plat or the 
case number (PL18-0049) when requesting information.

LEGAL NOTICE
RIGHT TO CLAIM UNIDENTIFIED VEHICLES

Pursuant to the laws of the State of Texas and ordinances of the City of Irving, the Police 
Department has taken into custody the following vehicles, ownership of which is unable to be 
determined.  For information contact the Irving Auto Pound, 401 N. Valley View Ln., Irving, 
Texas 75061, (972) 721-7700.

YEAR   MAKE MODEL SERIAL NUMBER  LICENSE  POUND#

UNK       LINC NAV NONE (WHI)  NONE   18-1886 
2003       JEEP  LIB 1J4GK48K64W135244           FLS23V3 MX  18-2202 
UNK      UNK  UNK BOAT TRAILER (WHI)        NONE   18-2752 
UNK      RC  TRL NONE                 BB81YV   18-1543
UNK      DODG  RAM NONE           JMY2829  18-1545 
2001       THOM      BUS 1T75N4B8232111896               LG69332                         18-3372
UNK      SHEL      TRL NONE                      NONE              18-2724

BY:  WINDY HAMPTON        AUCTION DATE: 2-18-19
Property Assistant

Rangoli (intricate designs 
made of colored powder), 
the lighting of divos (the 
divine flame, symbolizes 
the matchless, infinite light 
of God and is an important 
element in Hindu worship), 
and an elaborate variety of 
foods offered to God in a 
display called an Annakut. 
Diwali presents Hindus 
with an opportunity to con-
nect with and celebrate the 
traditions of their roots with 
great fanfare.

“There is so much culture 
and so much 
meaning be-
hind every-
thing,” Sapna 
Patel, a BAPS 
congressional 
teacher, said. 

“In the old 
days, people 
would come 
over to each 
other’s hous-
es and share 
their favorite 
foods,” Patel 
said. “That is what we do 
today, we make our best 
delicacies. Now it is more 
American, and people make 
brownies and cakes. You 
make your favorite foods 
and share it with family and 
friends, that’s what is all 
about. It is about keeping up 
with each other, Facebook 
in actual life form.”

There were around 1,000 
different foods present-
ed varying from American 
dishes like scones and cakes 
to traditional Indian foods.

“I am always amazed at 
the food,” Patel said. “I am 
amazed with people’s talent. 
I could never make anything 
like this.”

Attendees of the Diwali 
celebration stand in line to 
see all the items presented 
to God and show their devo-
tion, according to Patel.

“They get in line to pray 
and then see the huge dis-
play of food,” Patel said. “Us 
making these dishes and 
offering them to the God 
shows our devotion.”

“Bringing the food comes 
from an inner wish to please 

God,” Solanki said. “Every-
one comes with this desire 
to offer to God this nice food 
and the nice presentation, 
so they can get the blessings 
for the New Year and start 
off on the right foot.”

After the food has been 
blessed, the organization 
then brings the food out a 
little at a time to share it.

“Once it has been offered 
to the Gods, it becomes 
blessed, and you don’t want 
to throw it away,” Patel said.

The celebration fea-
tured film pre-

s e n t a t i o n s 
about Diwali, 
bounce hous-
es and games 
for children, 
and food tents 
offering both 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
American and 
Indian food. 
At the end of 
the celebra-
tion, there 
was a firework 

show.
“A full day event like to-

day allows people to come 
and go as they please and 
still partake in all the activ-
ities,” Solanki said. “Last 
weekend there was a more 
private celebration for the 
congregation. This weekend 
is all about bringing it to the 
public and celebrating.

“Diwali itself means ‘festi-
val of light,’ you are coming 
out a time of darkness and 
coming into the New Year 
renewed and refreshed. 
Similar to the New Year in 
America, everyone makes 
New Year resolutions. Same 
concept.”

The Diwali celebration 
gives the Hindu community 
in Irving a chance to show-
case their culture and teach 
the other community mem-
bers.

“Irving has one of the 
most diverse zip codes, so 
it is great that we are able to 
show the community what 
we are all about,” Solanki 
said. “Doors are open for ev-
eryone. It is a great opportu-
nity for others to learn.”

“Irving has one of 
the most diverse zip 
codes, so it is great 
that we are able to 

show the community 
what we are all about.”

-Tushar  Solanki

Diwali attendee

Travis Middle School stu-
dents, Alessandra Gonzalez 
and Faith Farrar, have con-
cocted an award-winning 
smoothie recipe for the Dal-
las Cowboys. 

The students, who are 
ambassadors for the Stu-
dent Fuel Up to Play 60 
program, won the Dallas 
Cowboys Got Game Recipe 

Travis students 
concoct winning 
recipe in Dallas 

Cowboys contest
Contest with their pump-
kin spice smoothie recipe. 
With the win, Travis Mid-
dle School will be award-
ed a $2,500 prize toward 
equipment for the nutrition 
department and a break-
fast celebration featuring 
Rowdy, the Dallas Cowboys 
mascot.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-
7878

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st &3rd Tuesdays @7p.m.
Community Bible Church

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 

7:30pm
132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017

irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Noon

Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd.
Irving Piano Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,  
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for 
more infomation

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Staurdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

FUN & GAMES

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

* It was 20th-century American singer and 
songwriter Bobbie Gentry who made the 
following sage observation: "Euphemism is a 
euphemism for lying."

* In a match between a 200-pound mountain 
lion and a 20-pound porcupine, the lion is 
likely to be the loser -- and probably will die if 
it tried to take a bite of the desired prey.

* The next time you're annoyed by a bad 
case of the hiccups, consider poor Charles 
Osborne. In 1922, when he was 28 years old, 
Mr. Osborne got the hiccups. For the next 68 
years, he continued to hiccup, finally stopping 
in 1990, one year before his death at the age 
of 97.

* Marilyn Monroe's iconic film "Some Like It 

Hot" (which in 2000 was named the greatest American 
comedy film of all time by the American Film Institute) 
originally was titled "Not Tonight, Josephine!"

* At one time the Catholic Church considered it sinful to 
eat a hot dog.

* For a nation based on a foundation of democracy, the 
U.S. certainly has a lot of states (that were originally 
colonies, of course) named for British royalty or nobility. 
The state of Virginia, for instance, was named for Queen 
Elizabeth I, known as the "Virgin Queen"; and Georgia 
was named in honor of King George II. King Charles II 
got both North and South Carolina, while the Duke of 
York and Albany -- later King James II -- was honored 
when the state of New York was named. Even France 
got in on the action: When explorer Robert de la Salle 
claimed a large chunk of territory for France in 1682, he 
named it Louisiana, after King Louis XIV.
***
Thought for the Day: "It is frequently the tragedy of the 
great artist, as it is of the great scientist, that he frightens 
the ordinary man." -- Loren Eiseley

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president's 
Secret Service code name was "Rawhide"?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What body of water sep-
arates Ireland from England?
3. HISTORY: What are the descendants of 

Dutch settlers in South Africa called?
4. FOOD & DRINK: What is the name of a drink that mixes rye 
whisky, sweet vermouth, a dash of bitters and a maraschino cherry?
5. U.S. STATES: How many counties does the state of Louisiana 
have?
6. GAMES: How many pieces per side are in a game of chess?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a young bat called?
8. COMICS: Which long-running comic-book series features char-
acters called Jughead, Veronica and Betty?
9. LANGUAGE: What is the international radio code word for the 
letter "K"?
10. BIBLE: Who were King Solomon's parents?

Answers
1. Ronald Reagan
2. The Irish Sea
3. Afrikaners
4. Manhattan
5. None. The state is divided into 
64 parishes
6. 16
7. A pup
8. "Archie"
9. Kilo
10. David and Bathsheba

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Page 7

To get more information 

call 972-670-1863

Qualified Candidates Needed

A School Board candidate needs to be:
-interested in providing children with quality education

Looking for candidates for Irving City 

Council and Irving School Board

A City Council candidate 
needs to be:
-Able to progressively to move 
the city forward in a conservative 
manner

We need people to run for Irving
City Council and Irving School Board with these qualities:

- Common sense   -Accountable
-Time to give    -Balanced

-Bussiness/Management Background

LEGACY GALA
Continued from Page 3

Catering    
Events    Bistro   
Breakfast and 

Lunch

C
A

TE
RI

N
G

EV
EN

TS

109 S. Main Street
972-259-1123

Mon-Fri 7 AM - 2 PM
www.gloryhousecatering.com

raised over $800,000.
“Through the employ-

ee giving campaign, the 
teachers are giving over 
$300,000,” Pfaff said. “This 
goes straight from their pay-
checks to the Irving Schools 
Foundation.”

Crystal Scanio, the Irving 
Schools Foundation’s exec-
utive director, said the event 
is about the kids and Irving 
ISD.

“Tonight is a celebration 
of everything Irving ISD,” 
Scanio said. “We celebrate 
the kids, the administrators, 
the teachers.

“Everyone who came out 
tonight opened up their 

pocketbook, opened up 
their heart and gave and 
gave and gave. We sur-
passed our goal of raising a 
half million dollars.”

Through the event, the 
Irving Schools Foundation 
raised $526,000.

The Irving Scholar-
ship Foundation is widely 
known for their scholarship 
awards, but it also funds 
a hunger initiative, which 
helps students in need.

“We were approached by 
a couple of counselors in 
Irving ISD who shared with 
us the staggering numbers 
of hungry students at our 
campuses,” Scanio said. “I 
always knew we had an is-
sue with hunger. I didn’t 
know how severe it is.

“We want to teach kids 
about nutrition. It’s teach-
ing them how to eat nutri-
tious food, how food fuels 
the body, fuels the brain and 
helps them learn.

“We are an education 
foundation, and some may 
think it’s a stretch. But it’s 
not when you think about 
our classroom can’t learn if 
they’re hungry.”

In full theme dresses, Diana Pfaff and Crystal Scanio, present awards during the 
2018 Legacy Gala. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

By Lourdes Vazquez
Domtar Corporation em-

ployees read to John Haley 
Elementary School students 
and donated over 100 books 
to the school’s library on 
Thursday, Oct. 25.

The book donation was 
through the company’s 
partnership with First Book, 
a nonprofit that provides 
books to children in need. 
John Haley Elementary has 
a population of 668 stu-
dents and about 90 percent 
of students are economi-
cally disadvantaged, and 77 
percent of students are En-
glish Language Learners.

By Mike Flores
To celebrate this year’s 

Veterans Day, the Irving 
Veterans Memorial Park 
Committee hosted a Vet-
erans Day program at the 
former Central Library au-
ditorium with live music, 

Fallen Soldier sculpture unveiled for Veterans Day

FALLEN SOLIDER: The Fallen Soldier statue depicts St. Michael the 
Archangel cradling a fallen soldier . /Photo by Mike Flores.

moments of reflection by 
military personnel, and re-
marks by city officials on 
Sunday afternoon, Nov. 11. 

The committee also un-
veiled the newest addition 
at the Veterans Memo-
rial Park, the Fallen Sol-

dier sculpture. The Fallen 
Soldier piece depicts St. 
Michael the Archangel cra-
dling a fallen soldier to pro-
tect him and take his soul to 
heaven. 

“It’s a very powerful 
sculpture reveal,” said Rob-
ert Lawhorn, the architect 
who designs sculptures for 
the park. “St. Michael is 
looking up to heaven. He 
wants to deliver the soul of 
the fallen, as well as protect 
the fallen. We believe it sets 
the tone of the park.”

The Fallen Soldier sculp-
ture is now part of the many 
dedicated plaques and piec-
es of art the city of Irving 
added to the Veterans Me-
morial Park. The park was 
established to honor the 
Irving citizens who made 
the ultimate sacrifice during 
their military services to 
protect their country’s free-
dom. 

“This is our way to honor 
our veterans,” said Sharon 
Barbosa-Crain, a mem-
ber of the Irving Veterans 
Memorial Park Commit-
tee. “We wanted to have 
a place where people can 
go and celebrate our mili-
tary. That’s important for a 
community. It’s important 
because it’s the spirit of the 
community across Irving.”

Throughout the celebra-
tion, a select group of mil-
itary veterans made their 
way to the podium to tell 
their stories, including Burt 
Huebner, a Navy veteran. 

“I’m grateful for the value 
of my family, and my father 
for showing me how to work 
for everything I’ve done,” 
Huebner said. “I’m a proud 
Texan. “

During the event, live 
music was performed by 
The Irving Silverstones. 
The choir dedicated some 

The Irving Silvertones perform a patriotic song during the Veteran's Day 
celebration. /Photo by Mike Flores.

of their songs to specific 
branches of the military, 
and they asked the veterans 

to stand up when their song 
was played.

Domtar feeds students’ love of reading

LOVE OF READING: A Domtar employee reads to children./Photo 
provided by Beth Dozier.

“A lot of our kids come to 
us reading below grade lev-
el,” said Melinda Rios Gal-
vin, K-2 literacy specialist 
at John Haley Elementary. 
“We’re dedicated to making 
sure kids have books not 
just here but at home too.”

For months, Galvin has 
been working on grants to 
get more books for the li-
brary.

“We have a lot of outdat-
ed books,” Galvin said. “We 
want make sure our kids 
have the books that they 
need to be successful.” 

Lindsey Sanders, princi-
pal of John Haley Elemen-

tary, adds that books are 
expensive and donations 
enable schools that may 

have a tight budgets to be 
able to provide students 
with books they will enjoy.

“The more we can do to 
get more books in there and 
the wider variety, the easier 
it is to move kids along to 
get them,” Sanders said

When Domtar reached 
out to Irving ISD, the com-
pany was immediately put 
in contact with Galvin. In 
less than a month, the event 
was arranged for employees 
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SWEET NOTES: Major Eric King is welcomed to his home, 
currently under construction in Irving. There were a lot of heartfelt 
comments, drawings, paper hearts and paintings left by citizens and 
patriots. Major King was accompanied by his brother and they were 
escorted by Ronnie Lyles, OFH Project Manager.  /Photos by Rodney J. 
Moore.
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Now accepting Cigna 
PPO insurance!
Dr. Vanessa Williams

2820 North O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

By Javetta Allen
Several local restaurants 

and breweries served hun-
dreds of guests during the 
Coppell Chamber of Com-
merce’ 9th Annual Taste of 
Coppell event presented at 
the Four Points DFW North 
by Sheraton on Sunday, 
Nov. 4. Some of the selec-
tions presented were local 
favorites, and others repre-
sented the restaurants’ new 
menu items. 

The event has grown each 
year as more people from 
the community and the 
surrounding areas discov-
er the wide variety of food 
representing many cultures, 
which Coppell has to offer. 

“The vision for this event 
is to bring people into the 
community to experience 

By Mike Flores
In Texas, over 12,000 

kids become tobacco smok-
ers every year and one-third 
of them will die premature-
ly as a result. In the fight 
to save lives, the Texas To-
bacco 21 coalition hosted a 
luncheon at the Meadows 
Conference center in Dallas, 
Texas, on Monday, Oct. 22, 
to educate health profes-
sionals, grassroots advo-
cates, and the North Texas 
community about the im-
portance of raising the min-
imum tobacco sale age to 21. 

The significance of rais-
ing the sale age from 18 to 
21 could save lives. Tobacco 
is the number one prevent-
able cause of death in Texas 
and the United States, be-
cause about 95 percent of 
tobacco users begin before 
the age of 21.

“Going from the age of 
18 to 21, you can expect to 
reduce smoking from those 
under the age of 21 by 25 
percent,” said John Carlo, 
the Prism Health North 
CEO and president of the 
Dallas County Medical So-
ciety. “That 25 percent of 
reduction carries strong sig-
nificance. It reduces the life-
long expectancy of becom-
ing addicted to cigarettes.”

Tobacco companies know 
they may never capture new 
users if they do not start by 

By Daisy Silos
Members of the Irving 

Heritage Society packed the 
South Irving Library to hear 
Lt. Col. Bruce A. Bleakley, 
USAF (Ret.), aviation au-
thor and historian, present 
“DFW Airport: From Ranch 
and Farm to Airport” on 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 28.

“We have periodic meet-
ings with our membership, 
and we like to provide a pro-
gram for our membership 
base after,” Jearlene Mill-
er, second vice-president 
of programs for the Irving 
Heritage Society, said. “I did 
my research last year, and 
because I like aviation, as I 
kept searching, Mr. Bleak-
ley’s name kept popping up. 
I reached out to him, he said 
he would come.”

Bleakley gave a detailed 
35 minute presentation 

to read to the students and 
present their donation. The 
day selected coincided with 
the schools reading carni-
val.

“It’s great they’re so excit-
ed,” said Chelsie Veinosky, 
accounting technician for 
Domtar. “You just want 
more time, because they all 
ask so many questions.” 

Although Domtar’s Irving 
location has about 60 em-
ployees, the corporation has 
a budget to make a commu-
nity and environmental im-
pact. Domtar has partnered 
with First Book since 2012 
to provide more than half 
a million dollars in grants 
to schools and programs in 
cities where there are Dom-
tar facilities. 

“We get a few volunteers 
together. Whatever we can 
muster to make a big im-
pact from a small location,” 
Veinosky said.

A total of 170 books were 
donated to the school. The 
majority of books donated 
targeted kindergarten to 
second graders. Some of the 
books donated included The 
Black Panther, Frozen, How 
I Saved My Summer Vaca-
tion and more. Third to fifth 
grade also received about 25 
to 30 new books. 

Alexander Espinoza, a 
first grader, held The Black 

Panther book. Espinoza 
said he has read the book, 
and it’s his favorite. The first 
grader loves to read.

“Reading teaches you, 
and you learn stuff like a 
book could be about sci-
ence,” Espinoza said. 

Galvin added that teach-
ers are competing with 
technology to interest stu-
dents in reading.

“We’re just trying to find 
a balance, but we’re really 
pushing for the paper back 
in the younger grades,” 
Sanders said.

The principal noted 
more kids are interested in 
non-fiction books about sci-
ence and history.

“One good set of books, a 
box, is about one thousand 
dollars for level readers,” 
Sanders said. “It does take 
a little pressure off us to be 
able to purchase more, so 
we have an even bigger se-
lection.” 

“Literacy is one of Dom-
tar’s core corporate giving 
pillars, which is why it’s so 
important for us to foster a 
love of reading and to help 
put books in the hands of 
children in our local com-
munities,” Heather Alver-
son Stowe, corporate re-
sponsibility manager for 
Domtar, said. 

Taste of Coppell spotlights area restaurants

Home receives 
well wishes

Chef Fernando from J. Macklin Grill prepares samples of food during Taste of 
Coppell. /Photo by Daisy Silos.

the restaurants we have 
here, to attract people to 
Coppell, and simply show-
case Coppell,” said Ellie 
Braxton-Leveen, president 

and CEO of Coppell Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

First-timers, Tim and 
Janna Tidwell of Coppell, 
attended the event because 

one of their favorite restau-
rants was participating.  

“I went to Zenzero’s ta-
ble,” Jana said. “We love 
that place. I had their 
braised short rib with Asian 
slaw. I’d never had that be-
fore, but I would order it if 
it’s on their menu.” 

“I think [this event] al-
lows the restaurants a 
chance to gather and at-
tract entertainment, show 
off their menu and dining 
options in town, and help 
build socialization in this 
community,” Tim said. 
“There are some really good 
restaurants in town, and I 
think [this event] could ab-
solutely encourage people 
to come visit some of the 
places we have here.” 

William Evans and his 

wife, Melissa, of Coppell 
attended the festival for the 
third time. 

“This was a great oppor-
tunity for me to taste some-
thing from a new restaurant 
that I didn’t know about,” 
William said.

Each restaurant and 

brewery entered a sample 
to be judged for one of the 
event’s awards. The Old 
Town Brewhouse received 
the award for Best Alcohol 
for their American lager, 
“Big Weekend.” Zenzero’s 
earned two awards, Best 
Entrée and Best Dessert.

Texas Health 21 Coalition hopes to 
increase tobacco sales age to 21

Heritage Society learns 
history of DFW Airport

Two interested audience members speak to Bruce Bleakley about his 
research. /Photo by Daisy Silos.

about the history of the Dal-
las Fort Worth Internation-
al Airport, the main subject 
of both his books, “Dallas 
Aviation” and “Dallas/ Fort 
Worth International Air-
port.”

“The fascinating thing I 
think about when I give this 
presentation is the history 
goes beyond from just the 
time it opened,” Bleakley 
said. “There was a buildup 
of 50 years to decide to do it 
since Dallas and Fort Worth 
had trouble deciding where 
to build a common airport. 
Secondly, there was a ten 
year period to build the air-
port.”

To give a presentation, 
Bleakley must squeeze 
about 90 years of history 
into only 30 minutes. 

“The tough part is con-
densing the story down to 
something short enough 
that people will not fall 
asleep, so that’s why I try 
to keep it to around 35 
minutes,” Bleakley said. 

“There are so many stories, 
it’s hard to pick out which 
ones to talk about. I think 
most people want to know 
how in the world Dallas and 
Fort Worth ever got to the 
point where they agreed on 
a common airport.”

Long time Irving Heri-
tage Society member Rich-
ard Monroe attended the 
event with his wife to learn 
if he was a part of history.

“I thought this would be 
an excellent program to 
listen to and find out some 
details about the DFW Air-
port that I didn’t know,” 
Monroe said. “I remember 
as a military person at the 
time, I was told I was flying 
on one of the first departing 
flights from DFW. My ticket 
said I was leaving from Love 
Field, but they called me on 
my phone and said, ‘Your 
flight is now going from 
DFW,’ and I remember I 
said, ‘Where’s that?’ They 

an early age. Studies show if 
someone has never smoked 
before the age of 18, the 
odds are three-to-one they 
never will. Furthermore, if 
someone is not a smoker by 

age 24, the odds increase to 
20-to-1 that they will never 
smoke. 

Tobacco 21 plans on 
minimizing youth smoking 
by making cigarettes and 

e-cigarettes unavailable for 
teenagers as a whole. They 
are not targeting posses-
sion or purchase of tobacco, 

See DFW AIRPORT
Page 8
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UNITE FOR TROOPS
Continued from Page 3

JR. SOLDIERS: Youngsters volunteer during the 2018 Unite for Troops.
/Photo by Lourdes Vazquez.

table for one setting. 
“The POW/MIA remem-

brance table is our way of 
symbolizing the fact that 
members of our military 
profession of arms are 
missing,” said Guy Scruggs, 
retired Marine and com-
mander of the VFW Post 
2494.

A white tablecloth is 
draped onto a roundtable, 
which represents the purity 
of the service member’s re-
sponse to the country’s call 
to arms. An empty chair is 
placed to represent the un-
known service member. A 

black napkin represents the 
emptiness military mem-
bers have left in the hearts 
of their families and friends. 
A Purple Heart medal is also 
pinned to the napkin. A sin-
gle red rose is a reminder 
of their families and loved 
ones. 

“A red ribbon represents 
the love of our country, 
which inspired them to 
answer the nation’s call,” 
Scruggs said as each item 
was placed on the table.  

A yellow candle and its 
yellow ribbon symbolize the 
everlasting hope for a joy-

ous reunion with those yet 
unaccounted for. The slices 
of lemon on the bread plate 
remind us of their bitter 
fate. The salt upon the bread 
plate represent the tears 
of their families. The wine 
glass, turned upside down, 
reminds us that our distin-
guished comrades cannot 
be with us to drink a toast or 
join in the festivities.

“It’s our job to educate. 
Like anything else, you’re 
not going to know anything 
about it unless someone 
tells you,” Scruggs said.

Several veterans and their 
families took part in the fes-
tivities Saturday. Food ven-
dors, military memorabil-
ia, and community booths 
filled the Porter’s store 
parking lot. Porter takes 
pride knowing people vol-
unteering their time. 

“It’s run like a WWII 
event where everybody 
brings what they can,” Por-
ter said. “Everybody is here 
because they wanted to do 
something. Everything is 
donated and everyone is a 
volunteer.”

COMMUNITY  
CALENDARbut rather, they are aiming 

to prohibit the sales of the 
product.

“We want to make smok-
ing less socially acceptable,” 
Carlo said. “Studies show 
when you don’t have cig-
arettes available by retail 
sales, it reduces the times 
children smoke, and it re-
duces the establishment of 
becoming a smoker.” 

Another reason the Tex-
as Tobacco 21 coalition is 
pushing to raise the age is 
because of addictive quali-
ty of nicotine, especially for 
younger minds.

Even at 21, the human 
mind isn’t fully developed. It 
is not until 25 that the brain 
has completely developed. 
Younger minds are more 
likely to become addicted to 
nicotine as their brain is still 
going through important 
changes and growth.

“The youth tends to be 
very prone to tobacco due 
to peer pressure, or whether 
they’re around this prod-
uct,” said Claudia Rodas, 
the director of the Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids. “The youth are the vic-
tims. They’re the ones the 
tobacco industries are tar-
geting. Our policy is to help 
the youth and to try and get 
them help to stop smoking.”

It is not just 18-year-olds 
who are in danger of Tobac-
co usage. Throughout the 
United States, about 2,000 
underage (youth under age 
18) kids try smoking for 
their first time every day. 
Unless smoking rates de-
cline, an estimated 5.6 mil-
lion youth smokers will ul-
timately die from smoking. 
The process begins with the 
ease underage kids obtain 
tobacco. 

“All the smokers ages 
18 and 19 tend to be the 

main suppliers of getting 
underage kids cigarettes to 
smoke,” Carlo said. “Why 
not raise the age to 25 or 
higher? We are looking at 
friends around that high 
school age. Essentially, we 
are moving the social ac-
cess, because there is a lot 
less intersection outside of 
high school, and once some-
one gets to the age of 21.”

Nationwide, six states 
and over 340 cities have 
already raised their tobac-
co sales ages to 21. In June 
of 2016, California adopted 
Tobacco 21. Since the law 
became effective, California 
has seen a 45 percent re-
duction in retailer violation 
rates in the ages of 15 to 16 
year olds. California’s vio-
lation rate has also reduced 
to 5.7 percent after the law, 
compared to 10.3 percent 
before the law was adopted. 

Just this month, San An-
tonio became the first city in 
Texas to ban tobacco sales 
to young adults under 21. 
This may be a trend the rest 
of Texas may want to follow, 
as annual health care costs 
in Texas directly caused by 
smoking is 8.85 million. 

“It is a public health issue. 
Reducing the age will im-
pact health down the line, 
and it will reduce the cost 

of health care for many peo-
ple,” Rodas said.

One on Tobacco 21’s big-
gest questions is how their 
vision would impact the 
economy. However, To-
bacco 21 coalition’s goal 
to decrease youth Tobac-
co usage would have little 
fiscal impact in economy. 
Only about two percent of 
total cigarette consumption 
comes from 18-20 year olds. 

The money not spent on 
cigarettes would benefit 
other goods and services. 
Also, the lack of cigarette 
consumption will not have 
a negative impact on the 
number of convenience 
stores, and it would not hurt 
employment rates conve-
nience stores either. 

“In San Antonio, the 
convenient stores were the 
biggest opposition. They re-
ally thought they were going 
to be affected by this, but 
again, we are looking out for 
the youth,” Rodas said.

The other issue Tobacco 
21 brings up has to do with 
the military. Many people 
believe that if someone is 
old enough to serve and 
defend their country, then 
they should be old enough 
to smoke. Nonetheless, To-
bacco 21 does not plan to 
exempt the military in any 

TOBACCO
Continued from Page 7

Blood Drive 
November 20, 10 AM - 4 PM 
1999 W. Airport Freeway  
Irving, TX 75062  
Toyota of Irving  
Conference Room  
1999 W. Airport Freeway  
Irving, TX 75062

Coppell Holiday Hours
November 21 - 23
All City of Coppell administrative 
offices, Coppell Municipal Court, 
Coppell Animal Services, Coppell 
Senior and Community Center at 
Grapevine Springs, and the Cozby 
Library and Community Commons 
will close at noon on Wednesday, 
Nov. 21 and will remain closed all 
day through Friday, Nov. 23, in 
observance of the Thanksgiving 
holiday. The Cozby Library and 
Community Commons, Senior and 
Community Center and Coppell 
Animal Services will resume reg-
ular operating hours on Saturday, 
Nov. 24. City administrative offices 
will resume normal operating hours 
on Monday, Nov. 26. 

The CORE, 234 E. Parkway Blvd., 
will close at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 21 and remain closed through 
Friday, Nov. 23. The CORE will 
resume regular operating hours on 
Saturday, Nov. 24. There will be no 
group exercise classes.
Wagon Wheel Tennis Center will 
close at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 21 and remain closed through 
Friday, Nov. 23. The center will 
resume regular operating hours 
on Saturday, Nov. 24. 
Solid waste and bulk collection ser-
vice will not occur on Thanksgiving 
Day, Thursday, Nov. 22. Instead, 
Republic Services will collect 
garbage on Friday, Nov. 23. Please 
have your garbage and bulk items 
at your regular collection point by 
7 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 23. 
Green Wednesday recycling and 
yard trimmings collection service 
on Wednesday, Nov. 21 will not 
be affected by the holiday. Please 
place your recycling carts and/
or yard trimmings at your regular 
collection point by 7 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 23.

gave me the address, my 
mother drove me out to the 
airport, and I flew what they 
told me was the first Ameri-
can Airlines departure from 
DFW. It was on Jan. 12, 
1974.”

After the presentation, 
Bleakley hosted a question 
and answer session fol-
lowed by a meet and greet 
where attendees had the 
opportunity to purchase his 

DFW AIRPORT
Continued from Page 7

books. Bleakley hopes his 
presentation opens people’s 
eyes to the impact the air-
port has made to the city.

“I hope they left with three 
things, an understanding of 
the long hard road to get to 
the point where we built this 
airport for the two cities,” 
Bleakley said. “I hope they 
also see how fantastic of an 
airport it is. You can fly to 
any major city of the Unit-

TEXAS 21:  Claudia Rodas and John Carlo discuss changes to the law that 
would make it illegal for anyone under 21 to purchase tobacco products. /Photo 
by John Starkey.

way if their bill is adopted.
“We’re here to protect ev-

eryone under 21, and that 
includes our military mem-
bers,” Rodas said. “Accord-
ing to the Department of 
Defense, 36 to 40 percent 
of military smokers admit 
to tobacco use after they 
join the military. It also es-
timates that about 175,000 
current active duty service 
members will die from 
smoking unless they are 
able to quit. It is a priority 
for our military, too.”

Although Tobacco 21’s 
House bill did not pass 
during the 85th legislative 
session, their bill gained a 
lot of momentum and sup-
port. Their House bill was 
moved forward, and there 
was a public health com-
mittee hearing before the 
bill eventually died out. 
However, they are confident 
about the upcoming 86th 
legislative session in Janu-
ary 2019.

ed States, 48 states, in four 
hours or less. It has a $37 
billion impact annually. It is 
because of this airport that 
a lot of Fortune 500 com-
panies that are here. They 
moved here because of that 
airport. This is the fourth 
largest corporate market in 
the United States, and the 
reason it’s the fourth largest 
corporate market is the air-
port.”
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