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PUMPKIN TIME: John Schubert (far right) helps trick-or-treaters select 
pumpkins at the Candy Trail. /Photo by Edgar Estrada.

POOCH FEST WINNERS:  3rd place Sky, 2nd place Misty, 1st place Winnie and their owners receive their 
awards for Best Costume (Left to right). /Photo by Sheena Pelsy.

GAME ON: A young boy plays a tossing game at the Sports Extravaganza. 
/Photo by Ariel Graham.
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By Edgar Estrada
Goblins and ghosts took 

over Valley Ranch during 
the 5th annual Candy Trail 
hosted by the Valley Ranch 
Association on Saturday, 
Oct 27.

Brock Wright, the life-
style director for the Valley 
Ranch Homeowners Asso-
ciation was looking forward 
to this year’s event.

“We partner with our 
community businesses to 
set up a table with games 
and candy,” Wright said. 
“Our residents are able to 
come out here and meet 
their local businesses but 
also have fun at the same 
time.”

Along with the games and 
candy, the event has grown 
to include events for all 
ages.

By Sheena Pelsy
Pet owners and their four-

legged friends joined in a 
fun day of canine festivities 
during the annual Pooch 
Fest hosted at the Heritage 

By Ariel Graham
A special group of young 

athletes competed during 
the 20th annual Sports Ex-
travaganza for blind and 
visually impaired students 
hosted at Nimitz High 
School in Irving on Satur-
day, Oct. 27.

More than 200 students 
from all across Texas and 
neighboring states attend-

By Ariel Graham
The Irving City Coun-

cil agreed to pay the ARK 
Group a $44 million tax 
increment financing (TIF) 
reimbursement once the 
project is complete. 

During the Sept. 6 city 
council meeting, the coun-
cil discussed whether or 
not the funds should be re-
leased at all. But during the 
Oct. 18 city council meet-

Candy Trail offers fall 
events for all ages

Dogs show off their humans at Pooch Fest

Sports Extravaganza helps 
blind children go for gold

Senior Center on Saturday, 
Oct. 27. For 12 years, dog 
lovers have been treating 
their furry friends to Pooch 
Fest, which includes some 
friendly competition, meet-

ing new friends, and eating 
treats. 

Along with the Pooch 
Fest, a parking lot sale was 
also being held. 

“We are combining it 

with this [parking lot sale] 
because we thought it would 
make it more festive and it 
would have more people. 
They could go shopping and 

come look at the dogs,” said 
Ann Gillespie, recreation 
center supervisor.

Along with getting out 
and interacting with others, 

the dogs could enter con-
tests and win prizes based 

“We’ve bumped it up by 
having a large Scooby Doo 
bounce house,” Wright said. 
“We have pony rides, face 
painters, balloon artist and 
even a pumpkin decorating 
station.”

Crystal Lanere, a Las Coli-

nas resident, came with her 
daughter, Vivi, who dressed 
as Catboy, a character from 
the children’s program “PJ 
Masks.” Vivi made a claw-

ed the track and field-style 
competition for children 
and young people ages 
6-22. Participants compet-
ed in a series of modified 
events such as the 50-meter 
dash, softball throw, long 
jump, baseball and archery. 
In true Special Olympics 
fashion, everyone who par-
ticipated received medals 
and ribbons on the podium.

Leslie Anderson, a spe-
cial needs coordinator with 
Region 10 Education Center 
and one of the co-chairs of 
the Sports Extravaganza, 
said the event came about 
as a way to give visually im-
paired students a chance to 
compete in a Special Olym-
pics-like setting.

“There was a lack of com-
petitive opportunities for 
students with visual im-
pediments,” Anderson said. 

“Special Olympics is not 
geared toward visually-im-
paired students, and that 
has an impact on the way 
you modify the sports. We 
decided to have an event 
that would have the right 
modifications for students 
with these impediments 
and let them compete.” 

For students who are 
physically or mentally un-
able to participate compet-
itively, Sports Extravaganza 
also offers events that all 
students can participate in.

“One thing that’s cool 
about this event is we have 
we competitive events and 
non-competitive,” An-
derson said. “Some of the 
events, for students who 
have multiple impairments 

Irving agrees to release TIF funds
ing, the council voted (5-3) 
to grant ARK Group those 
funds upon verification of 
the completion of the Toyo-
ta Music Factory project, in-
cluding the finishing of con-
crete floors and a storefront 
for the Sambuca restaurant 
and jazz bar. 

Irving Mayor Rick Stop-
fer said nothing has really 
changed from the council’s 
initial agreement with ARK 

and stressed the $44 mil-
lion would only be released 
to ARK Group once the 
project is fully completed.

“We haven’t really 
changed anything from 
where we were in the first 
place,” Stopfer said. “We’ve 
asked for a completed proj-
ect, and that’s what we’ve 
been working for all along. 
We were working on trying 
to release part of the money 

and holding back part of the 
money for what wasn’t com-
pleted. But the reality of it is 
we’re right where we were 
four years ago, and that is 
when there is a completed 
project, the money will be 
released.” 

Noah Lazes, president 
and COO of ARK Group, 
was relieved to finally have 
this issue resolved.

“We’re just happy to get 

this part behind us,” Lazes 
said. “We are a company 
that doesn’t like to have 
conflict; we like to put our 
head down and do our job. 
In over 30 years of business, 
the ARK Group has never 
been in a lawsuit to speak 
of, ever. We’re not litigious 
people. We’re workers who 
try to build the best enter-
tainment complex we can. 

“All the energy and time 

and money that had been 
exerted over the past 6 plus 
months trying to resolve 
this issue is unfortunate, 
but at this point, it’s water 
under the bridge. We need 
to move forward as unified 
partners in our common 
goal of the pursuit of con-
tinuing to create the best 
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As most Americans set 
their clocks back one hour, 
the Life Safety Park wants 
homeowners to “change 
your clocks and change 
your batteries” on Sunday, 
Nov. 4. 

“Fresh batteries in smoke 
alarms and carbon mon-
oxide detectors can help 
provide the extra seconds 
needed to save a life,” Cop-
pell Fire Chief Kevin Rich-
ardson said.

According to the Nation-
al Fire Protection Agency, 
71 percent of smoke alarms 
which failed to operate 
during a fire had missing, 
disconnected or dead bat-
teries. Changing smoke 
alarm batteries at least once 
a year, testing those alarms 
monthly, and reminding 
others to do the same are 
some of the simplest, most 
effective ways to reduce 
these tragic deaths and in-
juries.

Statistics also say that a 
fatal home fire occurs every 
three hours somewhere in 
the United States. 

“The peak time for home 
fire fatalities is between 11 
p.m. and 7 a.m. when most 
families are asleep,” Chief 
Richardson said. “It is vital 
to have these warning de-

Medical City Las Colinas 
kicked off a $14.5 million 
expansion project to meet 
the growing needs of the 

The Irving Police De-
partment is investigating a 
homicide that occurred on 
Sunday, Oct. 7 at approxi-
mately 2:10 a.m. 

The victim, 34-year-old 
Juan Jose Casas-Cruz, was 
a passenger in a vehicle 

Steve Lomeli, president 
of the senior class at Sin-
gley Academy, received his 
associate’s degree, and he 
doesn’t even have his high 
school diploma yet. 

Through Irving ISD’s 
Early College Start pro-
gram, students can earn up 
to 60 college credits toward 
an associate’s degree while 

Police find suspect in homicide investigation 
travelling southbound on 
State Loop 12 near State 
Highway 183. A small pick-
up truck pulled up next to 
the victim and began shoot-
ing. The victim was hit by 
one of the rounds. He was 
taken to Parkland Hospital 

but died from his injuries. 
The motive for the shooting 
is unknown. 

The suspect vehicle is de-
scribed as a 1995 – 2000 
model dark green Toyota 
Tacoma extra cab pickup 
truck with dark tinted win-

dows. 
Acting upon an anony-

mous tip, detectives locat-
ed the suspect vehicle in-
volved in the offense. The 
subsequent investigation 
led to the identification and 
arrest of 18-year-old Jose 

Alexander Lopez as the 
person responsible for the 
shooting death of Juan Jose 
Casas-Cruz. Further inves-
tigation revealed that the 
shooting occurred during a 
traffic altercation following 

a minor car crash in Dallas. 
Lopez is currently in the 

Irving Jail on a Murder 
charge with the bond set at 
$1,000,000.00. 

SOURCE The Irving Police
 Department

Singley Academy 
student earns 
college degree

Change your clock, change your battery

Expansion project begins at Medical City Las Colinas
Las Colinas and surround-
ing communities. 

Over $8 million of this 
project is focused on en-

larging and renovating the 
emergency department, 
including an additional six 
patient rooms, an ER ded-

icated 64-slice CT scanner 
and a comfortable and up-
dated waiting area. 

“This project is further 

evidence of our continued 
commitment to the care 
and improvement of human 
life,” said Daniela Decell, 
CEO of Medical City Las 
Colinas. “This expansion 
was necessary to serve the 
community while actively 
pursuing our trauma desig-
nation.” 

In addition, the expan-
sion includes construction 
of a larger laboratory with 
leading edge technology 
and equipment. The exist-
ing pharmacy will expand 
into the space of the old lab-
oratory.

This expansion was 
scheduled to start in March 
2018, but was delayed sev-
eral months due to Red-

Tailed Hawk eggs found in 
a nest of a tree in the area. 
Once the eggs hatched and 
the federally protected birds 
left the nest, construction 
was allowed to begin.

The expansion and im-
provement project at Medi-
cal City Las Colinas is part of 
a major capital investment 
initiative of more than $1.7 
billion spent or commit-
ted over four years across 
the Medical City Health-
care system. Investments 
include expansion and im-
provements to existing hos-
pitals, new services such as 
burn and trauma care, up-
graded technology and the 
purchase of new facilities.
SOURCE Medical City Healthcare

in high school at no cost to 
students and their families. 
Lomeli took the initiative 
to take additional classes 
outside of the school day, 
which allowed him to earn 
the degree months before 
he is expected to receive his 
high school diploma.

SOURCE Irving ISD

vices in good working order 
to wake the family if there 
is imminent danger. Smoke 
alarm maintenance is key to 
keeping a family safe.” 

The time change is a good 
opportunity to test smoke 
alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors by following 
the manufacturers’ instruc-
tions for testing. Smoke 
alarms can be ‘cleaned’ by 
vacuuming them monthly 
or utilizing compressed air 
following the manufacturer 
instructions. Smoke alarms 
should be replaced after ten 
years of service. 

Homes should also have 
carbon monoxide detectors 
and the batteries should be 
changed during the same 
time. Carbon monoxide is 
an odorless, tasteless, in-
visible gas. Low levels of 
carbon monoxide poison-
ing cause symptoms similar 
to those of the flu or a cold. 
Higher levels of poisoning 
lead to dizziness, mental 
confusion and severe head-
ache, among other issues. 

Carbon monoxide detec-
tors are designed to sound 
an alert before the expo-
sure to carbon monoxide 
would present a hazard to a 
healthy adult. Experts rec-
ommend that every home 

should have at least one 
working carbon monoxide 
detector — ideally, one for 
every level of the home.

In addition, Chief Rich-
ardson recommends resi-
dents not only use the “ex-
tra” hour they save from the 
time change to test smoke 
alarms and carbon mon-
oxide detectors, but to also 
plan and practice exit plans. 

Every member of each 
household should know 
the agreed upon meeting 
spot once the exit plan is 
executed and encourage 
fellow neighbors and com-
munity members to do the 
same. Families should also 
prepare a fire safety kit that 
includes working flashlights 
and fresh batteries.

SOURCE City of Coppell

Cadets won six of 10 cat-
egories to clinch the Lewis-
ville regional drill meet title 
and a spot at the JROTC 
State Championships at 
Texas A&M University in 
February for the seventh 
consecutive year. Nimitz ca-
dets won first place in Over-
all All Service, Overall Navy 
JROTCs, Armed Regulation 
Drill for boys and girls, Un-
armed Regulation Drill for 
girls and Physical Training 
Events; second in Unarmed 
Regulation Drill for boys 
and Personnel Inspection; 
third in Male Color Guard; 
and fourth in academics. 
Also at the regional meet, 
Irving JROTC finished 11th 
and MacArthur 14th.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Nimitz JROTC 
qualifies for state 

championships
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BIGS IN BLUE: Jeff Spivey clowns around with his mentee. /Photo 
provided by Jeff Spivey.

Past presidents of the Irving Quilt Guild join together to celebrate the origination's 20th anniversary. /Photo by Maria 
Etetere.

Pumpkin
I hear that humans like pumpkins this time of year. Well, I'm here to tell 
you that I am the best Pumpkin you will ever find! I'm sweeter and warmer 
than your treasured pumpkin spice latte! I'm about 5 years old but that 
doesn't mean I'm slowing down anytime soon. I love to explore and roll 
around and stretch. I'm best known around here, however, for being the 
most cuddly and talkative cat in the room. Believe me, I know how to work 
a room! Come on by and see for yourself!

Cheyenne
Hi there. They call me Cheyenne. I'm about 8 
months old and was surrendered by my family 
because I was too active for them. They say that 
I'm a German Shepherd mix, and there is definitely 
a mix. I'm smaller than a German shepherd, and 
I have a beautiful soft coat that includes speckles 
of gray on my legs. There may be some Border 
Collie mixed in. I love to play with toys, but will need 
someone to teach me to fetch. I am an active young 
girl. But if you give me a minute to settle down, you 
will find a happy playful affection companion. I know 
some commands. I would probably do terrific with a 
family that has a yard. Come meet me.

The Epic Open House
November 3, noon-6 p.m.
2960 Epic Place
Epic will host thier first ever open 
houses. They will have all areas 
of The Epic on display so families 
can envision the possibilities.  
Whether it’s in the fitness area 
or in the arts and music side of 
the building, they’ll have staff on 
hand, ready to give presentations, 
demonstrations and answer all of 
your questions.

Heritage House
November 4, 3pm -5pm
Tours of the Irving Heritage House 
will feature an exhibit of memora-
bilia of the Hump pilot Robert L. 
Willis in honor of the upcoming 

By Maria Etetere
Members of the Irving 

Quilt Guild celebrated their 
20th anniversary at the 
Oakview Baptist Church on 
Thursday night, Oct 18. 

“The group has partici-
pated in several volunteer 
programs including Angel 
Quilts, Love Thy Baby and 
Quilts of Valor,” Suzanna 
Fox, a member of the Irving 
Quilt Guild, said. “We make 
heirloom quilts benefiting 

rience.”
Beau, wearing a sombre-

ro and some giddy up gear, 
entered the costume contest 
and tail wagging contest 
in hopes of impressing the 
judges with his beautiful 
fluffy tail and authentic cos-
tume.

Not only did seniors and 
community members bring 
their dogs but so did the 
DFW Humane Society.

“[This event is] getting 
the dogs off the campus,” 
Vickie Bumpass, the mo-
bile adoption leader for 
the DFW Humane Society, 
said. “It’s introducing or 
reintroducing ourselves to 
the community, and maybe 
finding homes for the dogs 
we brought.”

The DFW Humane So-
ciety has an average of one 
adoption for each mobile 
adoption event. 

“But every adoption event 
we go to, getting the dogs 
off campus, helps their 
chances. If not today, then 
it helps them in the future,” 
Bumpass said. “Tutu is four 
months old and nobody has 
taught her not to bite. We 
are working with her today 
on commands and trying to 
teach her some social skills.”

Last year’s Best of Show 
also came back for the fun 
and friendly competition. 
Joanne Hoffmann and her 
golden mix, Misty, attended 
the event after wowing the 
judges last year.

“Last year she got third 
place in the costume con-
test,” Joanne Hoffmann 
said. “She got first place 
in the talent contest, and 

then she won overall best of 
show. With that kind of per-
formance last year, we de-
cided to try again this year.” 

This year, Misty and her 
human dressed up as a cop 
and prisoner in chains. 

“The costume this year 
was decided upon because 
it’s hard to find costumes 
in XXL for doggies,” Hoff-
mann said. “This was the 
only one I could find online 
that would fit her. Then I 
decided to one up it this 
year and get my self-dressed 
up along with her.” 

After being impressed by 
so many types of costumes, 
tricks, and wags the judges 
made their decisions. First 
place for Best Costume went 
to 1-year old Winnie who 
dressed as a pretty princess 
in pink. For Best Tail Wag-
ger, 9-year-old Sky swept 
the title with his unique 
helicopter spin wag. Taking 
the title again for Best Tal-
ent was 7-year-old Misty 
who wowed the crowd 
and judges with her hand 
shakes, bowing, and spin-
ning in circles. Best Own-
er/Dog Look-Alike went to 
2-year-old Harmony and 
her human both dressed as 
pumpkins.

At the end of the contests, 
the judges come together 
and decide on Best of Show. 
For the second year in a 
row, Misty took the title. 

The friendly competition 
and love for all things dog 
made Pooch Fest a day to 
remember for owners and 
dogs.

on their costumes, tail 
wagging, talents, and who 
looked the most like their 
owner.

This was Sherry Cape-
hart’s first time attend-
ing and she brought her 
13-year-old chihuahua Beau 
along with her.

“We are here today be-
cause Beau likes being 
around people,” Capehart 
said. “He’s a people dog. 
Unlike most Chihuahuas. 
They are yippy and are ‘one 
people dogs,’ but he likes 
everybody, so we thought 
that would be a good expe-

Veterans Day. Located at 303 
South O’Connor, the Heritage 
House and Mary’s Playhouse will 
be open for free tours from 3pm 
-5pm with docent led tours at 3pm 
and 4pm. Admission is free.
The family of Robert L. Willis will 
share photographs, records and 
other personal items of his time 
as one of the Hump pilots from 
1942-1945. Mr. Willis flew the 
Hump 105 trips in one year. He 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Flyer Medal. The Hump pilots 
were a select group of Allied pilots 
who flew the China Burma India 
route known as The Hump over 
the Himalayan Mountains during 
World War II. This world’s tallest 
mountain chain also provided 
extremely severe weather, thus 
creating an extremely dangerous 

and challenging flight route from 
India to China for transporting 
supplies.

Texas and the Great War
November 8, 7 PM
How did World War I change 
Texas? Jim Hodgson, Executive 
Director of the Fort Worth Aviation 
Museum, will discuss the social, 
economic, and cultural changes 
that took place in Texas as a direct 
result of the First World War at the 
Cozby Library and Community 
Commons. November 11th will 
make the 100-year anniversary 
of the armistice ending WWI. This 
program is designed for older 
teens and adults.

Irving Quilt Guild celebrates 
20th anniversary

children at the Dallas Scot-
tish Rite Hospital and do-
nated 300 quilts. We also 
make blankets, hats, shirts, 
booties and socks for needy 
newborn babies which are 
donated to Parkland Hos-
pital with some going to the 
Gladney Home. We joined a 
nationwide group creating 
quilts to honor and comfort 
our physically and mentally 
wounded service men and 
women in all branches, both 

active and retired.” 
Richard Larson, a na-

tionally recognized quil-
ter, served as the evening’s 
guest speaker. 

“My favorite project was 
one of the quilts that ended 
up at the National Quilt Mu-
seum in Paducah, called the 
Broach,” Larson said. “The 
most expensive quilt I ever 
made. It is an original de-
sign sporting over 28,000 
Swarovski rhinestones.” 

By Tricia Sims
In the past few years, so-

cial media challenges like 
the ALS Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge and Go Vote have gone 
viral and created change. 
Now Irving is participating 

Battle of the badges encourages community matches
in a new challenge, effecting 
change for children.

This social media chal-
lenge is called #BattleOfT-
heBadges and is a compe-
tition to match the most 
mentors through the Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of 
Greater Dallas (BBBSGD) 
Bigs in Blue initiative.

The Bigs in Blue initiative 
matches first responders, 
police officers, and fire-
fighters with youngsters in 

the community. There are 
about 850 children on the 
organization’s waitlist in the 
greater Dallas community, 
about 75 of those reside in 
Irving. 

This is the second year of 
the competition. Last year, 
the Irving Police Depart-
ment won the competition 
with a total of 14 matches.

“Battle of the Badges was 
created to keep our Bigs in 
Blue program going and to 
recognize Irving Police de-
partment who did a bulk 
of our Bigs in Blue last 
year mentors,” Tasha Reid, 
BBBSGD’s recruiting man-
ager, said. “We want to ex-
pand that into our separate 
departments. We want to 
make it fun and to get every-
one involved and to throw a 
little competition into it.”

Irving Police Chief Jeff 
Spivey helped kick off the 
competition in September 
by calling out a few local de-
partments on social media. 

“Cops are type-A person-
alities, highly competitive, 
and we want to win espe-
cially at the chief level,” 
Spivey said. “They capital-
ized on that and started this 
challenge of which police 
department can have the 
most mentors matched in a 
certain time frame.  

“I received the award 
from our work last year. 
Throwing that little piece of 
gold bait really got the pi-
ranhas all stirred up. It has 
got people involved and had 
them thinking, ‘Oh, we got 
to take that trophy back.’ 

“We have a lot of fun with 
it. We are challenging and 
working with each other all 
for a great cause to get our 
own employees connected 
to mentees in our own com-
munities.”

“Our goal is to match as 
many Bigs in Blue as we 
can,” Reid said. “Right now 
we have several depart-
ments that have accepted 
the challenge. They are fol-
lowing up on social media 
and accepting the call.”

Grand Prairie Police De-
partment is one of the de-
partments to accept Chief 
Spivey’s social media chal-
lenge.

“We enjoy a great rela-
tionship with the Irving 
Police Department and are 
always working together to 
create a fun, competitive 
environment to collectively 
do all we can to improve the 
quality of life in both Grand 
Prairie and Irving,” Steve 
Dye, Grand Prairie Police 

Chief, said.
Chelsea Kretz, police 

public information officer 
for the Grand Prairie Po-
lice Department, has been 
matched through the chal-
lenge.

“Grand Prairie PD never 
backs down from a chal-
lenge. We’ve made one 
match so far, me,” Kretz 
said. “I am in the Mentor 
2.0 program and couldn’t 
be happier. I was notified 
who my mentee is today, 
and I’m very excited to meet 
her. We have at least four 
other Bigs in Blue.”

Spivey was previously in-
volved in a different mento-
ring program, so when this 
Bigs in Blue initiative came 
along, he jumped at the op-
portunity.

“I originally was a big 
brother in Tarrant County 
about five years ago,” Spiv-
ey said. “I had what they 
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CLASSIFIEDS
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

Jerry L. Robbins April 24, 1943 – Oct. 24, 2018 
Eugenia Langston Collinsworth 

Oct. 28, 1938 – Oct. 24, 18
Selena Allen Sept. 19, 1965 – Oct. 27, 2018

Charles Ray Stephenson Dec. 27, 1931- Oct. 27, 2018
Earnest William “Bill” Hightower 

June 6, 1936 – Oct. 28, 2018
Van Landingham, Bill May 2, 1933 – Oct. 27, 2018 
Susan “Susie” Bobbitt Nov.19, 1940 – Oct. 27, 2018

Othar Clayton Brown “O.C’ “Brownie” 
Dec. 19, 1936 – Oct. 29, 2018

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Manara Academy Charter School
4200 W. Royal Ln Suite 175

Irving, TX 75063 
972-304-1155 Fax: 972-304-1150

PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) for Public Adjuster (PA) 

Services at:
MANARA LEADERSHIP ACADEMY and IRVING ELEMENTARY

Manara Academy (The District) is requesting proposals from 
Public Adjusters to represent MANARA in negotiations with their 
insurers for the repairs and replacement of damaged roofing, 
HVAC Units, related structural and insulation damages, and 
interior damages at the following two locations:
8201 Tristar Drive and 8001 Jetstar Drive Irving, Texas 75036
This solicitation is being offered in accordance with state 
statutes governing procurement. The District reserves the 
right to negotiate an agreement based on fair and reasonable 
compensation for the scope of work and services proposed, 
as well as the right to reject any and all responses deemed 
unqualified, unsatisfactory or inappropriate at the sole discretion 
of the District. 
The District is an EEO/AA, M/F, and V/H Employer. Qualified 
women, veterans, minority and 
handicapped individuals are strongly encouraged to submit 
proposals.
Jay Ramirez
Facilities Manager 
Jramirez@manaraacademy.org

OTR HOME DAILY
AIR-FREIGHT-DEPENDABLE –DFW TO HOUSTON 

CDL – HM DRIVER WANTED FOR DEDICATED LANE, 5 
NIGHTS, 8PM – 5AM, 70 MPH TRUCK, DROP AND HOOK, 
$1,100/PER WEEK, QUARTERLY BONUS, NO DWI, NO 
FELONY.

214-405-4722
RLPiercy@att.net

TIF FUNDS
Continued from Page 1

Call today about the inexpensive advertising rates 

for Rambler weekly email blast, Rambler online, 

or Rambler in print! 972-870-1992

Helen Virginia Smith 
Bruening peacefully went 
to her heavenly reward 
on Tuesday, October 23, 
2018 in Irving, TX, after 
living a long and full life of 
104 years. She was born in 
Fordyce, AR, on November 
16, 1913, grew up in Pine 
Bluff, AR, and then lived in 
Shreveport, LA, from 1950 
to 2011 when she moved to 
Irving to be closer to fam-
ily. Helen graduated from 
Pine Bluff (AR) High School 
in 1931 and from Ouachita 
Baptist University in Ark-
adelphia, AR, in 1936. She 
married Walter Bruening of 
Jackson, MO, in Little Rock, 
AR, in 1937, and he was 
Chief Mechanical Officer for 
the Kansas City Southern 
Railroad when he retired. 
Helen and Walter had been 
married sixty years when he 
died in 1997.

When one lives to be 
104, it indeed offers a rare 
opportunity for children to 
actually know and love their 
great-grandmother! Such is 
the case with Helen Bruen-
ing, better known as Mama, 
Nana, Grandma, and GG. 
Helen had lived a long and 
full life when she slipped 
away to Jesus. Just think of 
all the discoveries and ad-
vancements that were made 
during her lifetime!

Helen was a school 
teacher before she had chil-
dren and became a home-
maker. She did volunteer 
work through her church, 
First Baptist Church of 
Shreveport, and through 
the Shreveport Symphony 
Guild, which named her 
Volunteer of the Year in 
1999. Helen held offices in 
the Women’s Missionary 

FOR SALE

Oak Grove Cemetery plot in Valley Lawn Section.  Lot 7-AA-3.  
$2,000.  
Call 972-966-1796 or 972-998-3165.

Start a Tax business for $19.99 (software/training,marketing) 
included!  derrick@ufstsgsales.com

Union at her church and 
the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy. She was 
an excellent seamstress and 
an avid reader. An accom-
plished speaker, she taught 
elocution and gave book re-
views and readings. Helen 
was always active and par-
ticipated in aerobics classes 
three times a week up until 
the age of 97. She taught 
Sunday School and Bible 
studies and had a joyful 
faith in Jesus Christ.

Helen was also preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
George Dawes and Pallie 
Guess Smith, formerly of 
Pine Bluff, AR; her sister, 
Eulalee Smith Greene and 
her husband, Farrin, for-
merly of Hartsville, TN; her 
daughter, Patricia Anne Bu-
cheimer and her husband, 
Richard, formerly of Fred-
erick, MD; and, her son, 
Walter Howard Bruening 
and his wife, Diane, former-
ly of Galesburg. IL. She is 
survived by her daughter, 
Beca DeLoach and her hus-
band Clyde of Irving, TX; 
Grandchildren, Gordon De-
Loach and his wife Kristin 
of Cedar Hill, TX, Collins 
DeLoach and his wife Hol-
ly of Lewisville, TX, Maria 
DeVries of New York City, 
NY, Jason Bruening and his 
wife Nicole of Huntsville, 
AL, Jared Bruening and his 
wife Kari of Galesburg, IL, 
Elaine Cagnina and her hus-
band Shawn of Boston, MA 
and Natalie Collins and her 
husband Chris of Boston, 
MA. Helen is also survived 
by numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and great-grandchil-
dren.

A graveside service for 
family members was held 
at 9:30 a.m. at Forest Park 
Cemetery in Shreveport, 
on Monday, October 29, 
2018. A Celebration of the 
Life of Helen Bruening 
was held at 10:30 a.m.  in 
the Chapel at First Baptist 
Church Shreveport, 543 
Ockley Drive, Shreveport, 
71106. In lieu of flowers 
(please!), memorials may 
be made to the Music Min-
istry of First Baptist Church 
in Shreveport or the charity 
of your choice.

HELEN  VIRGINIA  SMITH  BRUENING

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the 
following solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving 
Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses on 
that date: 

1. RFP #040D-19F Computer Deployment Services
Due Date: 11/16/18 @ 3:00 p.m.  

2. ITB #034V-19F Plumbing Services
Due Date: 11/19/18 @ 3:00 p.m.

3. RFP #037D-19F Briery- Fleet Fuel Storage Tank 
Replacement
Pre-Proposal Mtg: 11/12/18 @ 10:00 a.m. OR 
11/13/18 @ 2:00 p.m. 
Due Date: 11/27/18 @ 3:00 p.m. 

4. RFP #041D-19F Professional Services for Sales
Tax Compliance, Monitoring, 
Forecasting & Reporting
Due Date: 11/30/18 @ 3:00 p.m. 
    Responses should be submitted online no later than the due 
date and time shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, 
so please allow ample time to submit your response. Information 
may be found at cityofirving.ionwave.net/Purchasing Phone: 
972.721.2631

Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING TO AMEND AND RESTATE 
THE PROJECT PLAN AND FINANCING PLAN OF TAX 
INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, CITY 

OF IRVING, TEXAS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council of City of 
Irving, Texas (the “City”), pursuant to Chapter 311 Texas Tax 
Code, as amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing at 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 15, 2018, at City Hall, 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060, for the purpose of considering 
the proposed amendments and restatements to the Project 
Plan and Financing Plan of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone 
Number One (the “Zone”) and extending the term of the Zone.  

Section 311.011(e) of the Act requires that if an amendment 
reduces or increases the geographic area of the zone, increases 
the amount of bonded indebtedness to be incurred, increases or 
decreases the percentage of a tax increment to be contributed 
by a taxing unit, increases the total estimated project costs, or 
designates additional property in the zone to be acquired by the 
municipality, a public hearing must be held before approval of 
the amendment by the City Council.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and speak for or 
against the amendment and restatement and extending the term 
of the Zone of the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number 
One Project Plan and Financing Plan. The copy of the request 
is on file and open for public inspection in the office of the City 
Secretary at the address stated above. Questions or requests 
for additional information may be directed to Brad Duff, Treasury 
Manager, 972-721-2729.

entertainment district in the 
world.”

However, Lazes also ex-
pressed some frustration 
about how he feels ARK 
Group was treated by the 
City of Irving.

“I’m a little disappoint-
ed that we’ve had these is-
sues,” Lazes said. “I would 
be remise if I didn’t tell the 
truth and say yes, it’s been a 
little frustrating. You would 
think if somebody took a 
dirt field and built a ‘top-
ten attended in the world’ 
amphitheater, we’d all be 
high-fiving. It’s a little frus-
trating when things aren’t 
going smoothly, but we 
recognize it’s a public body 
with lots of moving parts. 
We don’t harbor any ill will 
or hold any grudges. We’re 
just going to let the past be 
the past and look forward to 
the future.

“The prior year there was 
not one person there, be-
cause it was construction 
site, or the prior hundred 
years there had never been 
anybody there. Then over 
the five-day weekend [La-
bor Day weekend] we went 
to 32,000 people. When 
you go from 0 to 32,000, 
there’s a lot to learn. We are 
continuing to learn and con-
tinuing to improve. It’s got a 
lot of moving parts and ap-
peals to such a broad array 
of people that on any given 
night have a totally different 
audience than you had last 
night that might function 
totally differently.”

Lazes believes the ARK 
Group has delivered on ev-
erything they promised, and 
he is proud of the work he 
and his team have done on 
the project.

“We’re quite a different 
company from some of the 
other people who have tried 
to pull this off,” Lazes said. 
“When we got involved in 
this deal, it was a soggy, 
wet dirt field, and the city 
was in the middle of a mas-
sive lawsuit and had spent 
$23 million with [Billy Bob 
Barnett] and his group but 
never moved a shovel of 
dirt. We came in, and we 
built the entertainment cen-
ter, an almost $200 million 
project. Every single bill 
has been paid. Every single 
thing promised to be built 
has been built.

“The money the city is 
paying, the $44 million, 100 
percent comes from the big 
buildings in Las Colinas. It 
is a tax increment district 
that they voted unanimous-
ly to pay to stimulate that 
district. It is not coming 
from the income taxes or 
the personal property taxes 
people are paying in Irving. 
It is a reimbursement. Not a 
dime goes to us as a devel-
oper. Every penny of it is 
going to our lender.

“I hate when people get 
confused and say, ‘You get 

a $44 million check, aren’t 
you so happy.’ I am like, 
‘No, I don’t get a $44 mil-
lion check.’ It will not touch 
my account for one second. 
It automatically transfers 
to the lender. It is a reim-
bursement of money that 
has already been spent that 
was agreed to be the city’s 
portion of the cost. It’s not 
a grant to give the develop-
er some kind of profit. It’s 
a reimbursement for public 
infrastructure expenses that 
have been paid and were 
completed long ago.”

Mayor Stopfer agrees 
things could have gone a lit-
tle smoother, but added the 
council always intended for 
AKR Group to receive their 
money.

“There’s always a lot of 
drama that goes on when 
you start talking about a 
project like this,” Stopfer 
said. “There was never a 
negative in that they weren’t 
going to get their money. It 
was a matter of is it all going 
to be released at one time, or 
is it partially released based 
on a partial completion.”

In the end, Lazes said the 
Toyota Music Factory be-
longs not only to the City of 
Irving exclusively, but to ev-
eryone who lives and works 
in Irving.

“The citizens of Irving 
are, in our opinion, by far 
our most important client,” 
Lazes said. “The City Coun-
cil members make deci-
sions, but the hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
live in Irving are our real 
partners. Those are the peo-
ple who are most honored 
and proud to have this be a 
part of their community. We 
look forward to their com-
munity support. We want 
to make sure they know the 
Plaza, the heart of the Toy-
ota Music Factory, is theirs. 
We want to have communi-
ty events of all kinds there.

“When we got involved 
five years ago, I had never 
worked on a project where 
there were so many people 
who were supportive. One 
person after another wheth-
er it was a CEO of a compa-
ny, or the driver of the taxi I 
was in, or the concierge at a 
hotel, or just someone who 
lived in the area, every sin-
gle person I would run into 
would say, ‘That is such an 
asset needed for Irving. We 
are so excited for it to come.’ 

“We want Irving and its 
residents to bask in that ex-
citement. I’ve done a lot of 
projects all over the country, 
and hands down, nobody 
supported like the residents 
of Irving. That is what stinks 
about this little rut we were 
in for a minute. It is so not 
indicative of Irving and of 
Irving residents. It’s not a 
fair indication of Irving sup-
port of the entertainment 
center or of having enter-
tainment and Irving.”

Bands march through competitions
After receiving overall Su-

perior ratings at the Region 
20 6A Marching Contest, the 

Irving and Nimitz marching 
bands are advancing to UIL 
Area B for a chance at state.  

The good news doesn’t 
end there. Middle school 
band students held their 
own during All-City audi-
tions last Saturday. Out of 
360 entries, all eight middle 

schools collectively saw 88 
musicians place, while 23 
students were named as al-
ternates. 

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Rambler will have accurate information. Listings 
are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. If an 
organization wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, 
we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Bible Church

2301 Texas Drive
Greater Irving Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Hallelujah Pool Players
Meets Every Wed. @ Noon

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving, TX 75060

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday every month 
@6:30 p.m. Oakview Baptist Church

For more information visit 
www.irvingquitguild.com
Irving Republican 

Women’s Club 
2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP 

on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,  
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062

Irving Women’s Network
Las Colinas Country Club

Fourth Tuesday of every month
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving, TX 75060
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 
469-805-0173 for more information

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

469-348-5023
 TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Chateau on Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Road
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm

Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

Shorty's Country Cooking
603 S. Belt Line Rd

 CLUBS

* It was civil-rights leader Martin Luther King 
Jr. who made the following sage observation: 
"Nothing in the world is more dangerous 
than sincere ignorance and conscientious 
stupidity."

* Everyone knows that a sophomore is 
someone in his or her second year of high 
school or college. Most people don't realize, 
though, that the word is derived from the 
Greek words "sophos," which means "wise," 
and "moros," which means "stupid."

* Have you ever tried to hum while holding 
your nose? It can't be done. 

* The creator of the ubiquitous smiley face 
earned a grand total of $45 for his creative 
effort.

* If you're a pet owner, you probably know that the 
epidemic of obesity is not limited to humans; many pets are 
overweight, too. You might be surprised to learn, though, 
that some pet owners choose to deal with the problem in a 
way that we usually associate only with people: liposuction. 
Yes, you can get cosmetic surgery for your pets.

* If you hear the word "Bilbo" you might think of a famously 
adventurous hobbit, but a bilbo is also a finely tempered 
Spanish sword.Ê

* A recent study by scientist Karl Berg suggests that an adult 
green-rumped parrotlet, a tiny bird native to Venezuela, will 
"name" its babies, assigning each a particular series of 
peeps to identify it. Not only that, other parrotlets then learn 
to associate that exact series of peeps with that particular 
bird, and actually use the sounds to get that bird's attention.

* In the original version of the Grimm Brothers' fairy tale 
"Cinderella," doves peck out the stepsisters' eyes at 
Cinderella's wedding.
***
Thought for the Day: "Life is not a spectacle or a feast; it is a 
predicament." -- George Santayana

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the only U.S. 
president born on the island of Manhattan?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of 
Ethiopia?
3. U.S. STATES: Which state is home to Mount 

Rushmore?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is represented by the condition astraphobia?
5. LITERATURE: Which of Shakespeare's plays produced the line, "Neither 
a borrower nor a lender be"?
6. FOOD & DRINK: In which century was tea introduced to Europe?
7. MOVIES: Who sang the title song to the movie "Pretty Woman"?
8. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What baseball great once said, "Never let the 
fear of striking out keep you from playing the game"?
9. GAMES: What kind of word puzzle was introduced Dec. 21, 1913 in the 
New York World?
10. MEDICAL: What is a more common name for the condition called 
achromatopsia?

Answers
1. Theodore Roosevelt
2. Addis Ababa
3. South Dakota
4. Fear of thunder and 
lightning
5. "Hamlet"
6. 16th century
7. Roy Orbison
8. Babe Ruth
9. Crossword puzzle
10. Color blindness

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SCARY GOOD TIME: Crystal Lenere looks on as her daughter, Vivi, 
shows off her cat claws at the Candy Trail. /Photo by Edgar Estrada.

CANDY TRAILS
Continued from Page 1

SAFETY FIRST: A teen and his mom learn about rules for teen driver 
safety. /Photo by Sobia Shakeel.

Outside Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
For more information call

972-870-1992

GRAND PRAIRIE—The 
City of Grand Prairie has 
been given a Community 
Rating System (CRS) score 
of 5 by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Admin-
istration (FEMA), allowing 
for a 25 percent discount on 
FEMA flood insurance poli-
cies for residents who live in 

By Coach Terry McCown
The Coppell Middle 

School North 7th grade 
football teams enjoyed a 
great night Monday, taking 
all three games from the 
Coppell Middle School East 
Broncos. 

In the C team opener 
Antonio Romo started the 
scoring with a 51 yard TD 
run to give the Cougars 
a quick 6-0 lead. After a 

like gestures with her hands 
and hissed at other guests.

The Valley Ranch Associ-
ation building was convert-
ed into a haunted house and 
served as one of the main 
attractions. The haunted 
house was staffed by local 
students from Ranchview 
High School and Jack E. 
Singley Academy.

“We just did the haunt-
ed house, which scared the 
bejeezus out of her, but she 
liked it,” Lanere said. “She 
said she didn’t like it, but 
she liked it.”

Lanere enjoyed the family 
atmosphere.

“I think it’s pretty import-
ant,” Lanere said. “I think 

a lot of people don’t really 
like to do the trick-or-treat-
ing thing as much anymore, 
because it’s during the week 
usually, so having some-
thing the last Saturday of 
October tends to work out 
better.”

Candy Trail also featured 
a costume contest for six 
different age groups.

The three to five-year-old 
costume contest winner, 
Callan, dressed as Disney’s 
Mary Poppins. Callan’s Jol-
ly Holiday outfit included 
a long-sleeved white dress, 
umbrella and hat with lace 
chin strap. Among the po-
licemen and super hero cos-
tumes, the Mary Poppins 

costume stood out.
“She loves Mary Pop-

pins,” Lynette Noles, Cal-
lan’s mother, said. “We 
saw the movie, and she met 
Mary Poppins at Disney. 
She loved her, and she said 
she wanted to be Mary Pop-
pins in the white dress.”

According to Noles it took 
her eight hours to create the 
contest winning ensemble.

“I didn’t know there was 
going to be a costume con-
test at first,” Noles said. 
“She was very excited she 
won.”

The costume contest win-
ners won an assortment of 
prizes, ranging from a set 
of story books to a haunted 
doll house.

Other costume win-
ners included a ballerina, 
Belle from “Beauty and the 
Beast,” a zombie, and the 
Cookie Monster.

Last year’s event had just 
over 1,000 attendees and 
Wright expected over 1,500 
attendees for this year’s 
event.

“Most of these families 
they are more inclined to 
go somewhere in their com-
munity than to go to down-
town Dallas or Grapevine,” 
Wright said. “They would 
prefer to go somewhere a 
mile away versus twenty 
minutes away.”

special flood hazard areas. 
All property owners and 
renters can purchase flood 
insurance to protect their 
property and belongings.

The City of Grand Prairie 
participates in the CRS pro-
gram and submits an annu-
al update to FEMA. Cities 
that participate in CRS ac-

tivities, and exceed mini-
mum requirements receive 
discounted insurance pre-
mium rates when they have 
met the goals of the pro-
gram, which include reduc-
ing flood loss, facilitating 
accurate insurance ratings 
and promoting the aware-
ness of flood insurance.

Grand Prairie maintains flood insurance rating
CRS annual reports are 

available on the City of 
Grand Prairie’s website 
at https://www.gptx.org/
city-government/city-de-
partments/planning-devel-
opment/floodplain .

The following City of 
Grand Prairie reports are 
available:

Floodplain Management 
Plan 2015-2020  

h t t p s : / / w w w . g p t x .
o r g / h o m e / s h o w d o c u -
ment?id=14279 

CRS Floodplain Manage-
ment Plan Annual Report 
2018  

h t t p s : / / w w w . g p t x .

o r g / h o m e / s h o w d o c u -
ment?id=16646

CRS Coverage Improve-
ment Plan Annual Report 
2018

h t t p s : / / w w w . g p t x .
o r g / h o m e / s h o w d o c u -
ment?id=16652 .

SOURCE City of Grand Prairie

Coppell North 7th football takes 3 from East
Bronco TD, Caiden Norris, 
who also had a fumble re-
covery, intercepted a pass 
and got the ball back for the 
Cougars. Jake Garcia scored 
on a 37 yard TD keeper. Kyle 
Mobley caught the PAT pass 
from Garcia and the Cou-
gars regained the lead 13-6. 

In the 3rd quarter Mo-
bley, who also caused a 
fumble, caught a short pass 
and took it 53 yards for the 

score. Garcia’s PAT run 
made it 20-6. Good defense, 
led by Rio Kagao’s TFL 
and Alexis Eusebio’s sack, 
helped seal the 20-6 victory.  
In the B game Chaz Null 
caught an 8 yard TD pass 
from Noah Iommi to give 
the Cougars a 6-0 lead. 
Nate Eppelman, after a 44 
yard run, scored from the 
6, and Mason Marx caught 
a PAT pass from Iommi for 

By Sobia Shakeel
The American Automo-

bile Association (AAA) part-
nered with the city of Irving 
on Saturday, Oct. 20 to 
provide safety tips to future 
and current teen drivers. 
The Teen Driver Safety Fair 
took place at Lively Pointe 
Youth Center and featured 
live music, an interactive 
driving simulator, and guest 
speakers, who shared their 

Distracted driving discouraged at Safety Fair 

a 13-0 lead. Will Nester, 
who had 2 TFL, and Nick 
Kho, who had 1 TFL, led a 
tough North defense and 
the Cougars soon had the 
ball back. Drew Geltmeyer, 
who had a monster game 
with a TFL and a sack, took 
a reverse 80 yards for the 
TD and the Cougars led 19-
0. Eppelman would add a 4 
yard TD and Oscar Ochoa’s 
PAT kick would give the 

Cougars 27-0 victory.  
In the A game nightcap 
Landon Clark caught 2 TD 
passes, one a 12 yarder from 
Aidan McFarlane and the 
other a 37 yarder from Alex 
Holder. Michael Kaser and 
Baron Tipton added on PAT 
kicks and the Cougars had 
an early 16-0 lead. 

But the Broncos fought 
back with 2 TDs to close 16-
12 at halftime. From there 

the defenses for both teams 
took over. Caden Cooper 
had a fumble recovery, 
Christopher Graves had a 
sack, and Ethan Duncan 
added a TFL and a caused 
fumble. Ben Welch recov-
ered the fumble to seal the 
16-12 victory for the Cou-
gars. North closes out its 
season Monday night at 
home against Dawson. 

own stories and experienc-
es.

AAA spokesperson Dan-
iel Armbruster explained it 
is essential for both teens 
and parents to be aware of 
the dangers of driving with 
distractions. 

“Our biggest initiative 
this year is distracted driv-
ing,” Armbruster said. 
“Over the years as automo-
biles have evolved, so have 

some of the dangers that 
come with driving. Distract-
ed driving includes the use 
of cell phones, road rage, 
and in the case of teens, pas-
sengers.”

Teen passengers are a 
bigger distraction than cell 
phones and are one of the 
leading causes for teen re-
lated road accidents. Al-
though Texas does have 
laws limiting the number of 

passengers under the age of 
18 in a vehicle, parents are 
encouraged to ensure their 
children follow the rules. 

“A recent AAA survey 
showed that while most 
people understand the dan-
gers of distracted driving, 
about half of the people sur-
veyed admitted to texting 
and driving,” Armbruster 
said. “A lot of people will 
not drink and drive because 
of the obvious consequenc-
es, yet texting and driving is 
equally deadly.”

Municipal Judge Laura 
Anderson advocated for 
proper safety measures and 
encouraged the public to 
participate and benefit from 
the event and its vendors. 

“Education is key,” An-
derson said. “Statistics show 
that one in six teens will 
have an accident within the 
first year of driving. One of 
the ways we could prevent 
something like that from 
happening is to educate the 
teens before they get behind 
the wheel.”

Anderson praised the 
dedication of the city and 
members of AAA in their 
efforts to create a safer and 
better driving environment 
for the public, stating this 
has led to the city of Irving 
winning Texas Municipal 
Court Education Center 
Traffic Safety Award along 
with the Award for the Na-
tional Safety Council for 
Employers.

“Having AAA partner 
with the city and providing 
a free event like this is very 
helpful,” Anderson said. 
“The kids present today 
were also encouraged to 
bring their parents, because 
hearing the impactful sto-
ries and interactive exhibits 
before a teen starts driving 
can lead to safer driving 
habits.”

The organizers of the fair 
believe educating parents 

is as vital as educating the 
teens. 

“My son is 12 years old, 
but I think the earlier he 
knows about stuff like this 
the better,” Javier Curbel 
said. “Our favorite feature 
was driving with the im-
paired goggles. We enjoyed 
that, because it was engag-
ing, but it also taught us 
about the dangers of im-
paired driving.”

The educational videos 
and interactive simulators 
seemed to be winning attri-
butes of the safety fair. 

“I liked how the guest 
speakers were sharing their 
stories and experiences,” 
Irving High School stu-
dent Emily Ramos said. 
“It helped me understand 
that even a small thing like 
checking your phone while 
driving could become so 
dangerous in a moment.” 

Traffic safety is very im-
portant within the culture 
of AAA, and for more than a 
100 years, the company has 
been trying to make roads 
safer. The purpose of these 
events is to educate the pub-
lic and solve the problems 
that will help not only teens 
but also all inhabitants of 
the city become better and 
safer drivers, according to 
Armbruster,

“It’s just so important for 
teens to learn some lessons 

here about the dangers of 
impaired driving, distracted 
driving, and the dangers of 
road rage,” Armbruster said. 
“But also to let them know 
there is a lot of support for 
them as well as resources 
out there for parents and 
teens as they begin this very 
important process.” 
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HONORING: Frank Losonksy receives a special award from General David 
Goldfein, U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff, during the Flying Tigers reunion. /Photo by 
John Starkey.

See FLYING TIGERS
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To get more information 

call 972-670-1863

Qualified Candidates Needed

A School Board candidate needs to be:
-interested in providing children with quality education

Looking for candidates for Irving City 

Council and Irving School Board

A City Council candidate 
needs to be:
-Able to progressively to move 
the city forward in a conservative 
manner

We need people to run for Irving
City Council and Irving School Board with these qualities:

- Common sense   -Accountable
-Time to give    -Balanced

-Bussiness/Management Background

HOLIDAY WAREHOUSE 

HW
844-835-6725

2819 W 15th St, Plano, TX 75075
www.holidaywarehouse.com

Christmas is coming! 

We have a wide selection of 
Christmas trees & wreaths

Featuring
Mark Roberts’ Santas

By Matt Hirst
The 77th anniversary re-

union for the World War 
II Flying Tigers was hosted 
at the Renaissance Dallas 
Addison Hotel, Saturday 
evening, Oct. 13, bringing 
to close a heartfelt week-
end spent honoring the 300 
original pilots, mechanics, 
and support personnel who 
fought against the Japanese 
in China during the early 
days of WWII. 

This year’s reunion held 
great significance with 27 
American Volunteer Group 
(AVG) Flying Tigers pilots 
recognized for achieving 
“Ace” status, given only 

called a community match; 
it wasn’t through work. My 
kids had graduated, and 
I felt like I still had some 
great mentoring and fa-
therly advice I could share 
with someone. My wife and 
I did a match through Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters 
with a young man. We were 
his mentors for a couple of 
years until he decided to 
move out of the program.

“Then the Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters came along 
and did a presentation of 
the Mentor 2.0 program at 
work. It was something I 
encouraged all the officers 
to do. Through the leader-
ship fashion, I thought if 

I am going to ask them to 
do it, then I need to do it as 
well. I got involved with that 
program.”

Spivey was matched with 
his current mentee Novem-
ber of last year. With the 
Mentor 2.0 program, first 
responders are matched 
with high school students.

“They get lessons from 
Big Brothers and Big Sister 
during school, and we get 
emails about those lessons, 
explaining what the goal of 
the lesson is,” Spivey said. 
“Once the little is com-
plete with the lesson, it is 
emailed to you and you get 
to give feedback, advice or 
coaching about the lesson. 
It is all done through email 
during the month. Then at 
the end of the month, you 
have a two hour face to face 
meeting with your mentee 
at Irving High School in the 
evening when you talk one 
on one about the lessons for 
that month and whatever 
else is going on in the men-
tee’s life.

“The program is really 

geared toward preparing 
the mentee for life after high 
school,” Spivey said. “Every 
mentee is different, and you 
need to figure out what the 
goals of your mentee are, 
and then help shape him or 
her for that next step in life. 

“From my perspective 
there are two reasons why 
this program is important. 
I think every adult should 
be giving back to the youth 
of their community. We all 
have life experience. We all 
have wisdom. We all have 
things we have learned, and 
we should be giving that 
back to our youth. 

“The second thing that 
is really important to me 
as a police officer, I think 
this helps shape how the 
youth sees police officers. 
I go straight from work to 
my mentee’s school for the 
one on one every month. So 
I am there in uniform with 
50 other mentors and their 
mentees. It is not just my 
mentee seeing me there in 
uniform, but it is all of these 
other kids and their men-

tors seeing me in uniform 
pouring into him. I think it 
helps change the perception 
or change the narrative that 
is out there that police are 
bad and they don’t do any-
thing but write tickets and 
put people in jail. There is so 
much more we do, and this 
allows the other side of what 
we do to really been shown.”

The goal of the compe-
tition is to see how many 
matches can be made. 
Reid hopes to eliminate 
the BBBSGD’s waitlist. The 
competition will last until 
the end of November.

“They are doing a great 
job. They are a great group 
of people,” Reid said. “We 
will see if it will be a travel-
ing trophy or if it will stay in 
Irving. We will just have to 
see.”

Spivey said he was truly 
been rewarded to be a part 
of the competition.

“I am thankful for the 
chance to make a difference 
in these kids’ lives and de-
fend their potential,” Spivey 
said.

Flying Tigers’ service honored during reunion
to those with five or more 
downed enemy aircraft 
in airborne combat. The 
ceremony also took on a 
bittersweet feel with the 
presence of the AVG Flying 
Tigers’ last living member, 
98-year-old Crew Chief 
Frank Losonksy.

“My grandfather was 
General Claire Chennault,” 
said Nell Calloway, CEO and 
president of the Chennault 
Aviation and Military Mu-
seum in Monroe, Louisiana. 
“I think all of these reunions 
are extremely important, 
because the relationship be-
tween China and the United 
States is the most important 

relationship that we have in 
our world today. 

“Remembering what we 
were able to accomplish 
during World War II to-
gether, putting aside our 
cultural differences, and 
uniting is important for our 
future generations as we try 
to give them a better life.”

Joining the festivities 
were Air Force chief of staff 
General David L. Goldfein, 
and former executive direc-
tor of the American Fighter 
Aces Association Colonel 
Ward Boyce. Col. Boyce 
helped present Congressio-
nal Gold Medals to family 
members of recipients who 
could be there. 

Texas was the home state 
of some Tigers, particularly 
Charles Bond, a Dallas-na-
tive, and David “Tex” Hill. 
Bond eventually rose to 
Major General of the Tex-
as-based 12th US Air Force, 
and Hill, a Flying Tiger and 
US Army Air Corpsman, 
was credited with a career 
total of 18 downed enemy 
aircrafts.

“I’m just honored to ac-
cept this award, because 
I am humbled by what he 
did,” Meg LoDolce, daugh-
ter of Tiger’s chief armorer 
Robert Neal, said. “My dad 

never talked to me about 
what he did. Never, ever, 
ever, ever. He never wrote a 
book, he never really cared 
to promote himself, and he 
was the leading Ace of the 
Flying Tigers.

“He became a commercial 
airline pilot when he got out 
of the AVG, but he only flew 
for maybe four years from 
LaGuardia to Paris, France, 
before having a severe en-
gine failure on a four prop. 
He never flew again, got on 
an airplane again, or even 
went to an airport again, 
so I think he realized his 13 
lives were probably up.

“I think I was going to 
do a report in high school, 
maybe I was 13 or 14, and it 
was a history assignment on 
somebody. I’m in the library 
going through people like 
George Washington and the 
librarian, in this little city 
outside of this island I lived 
on 60 miles north of Seat-
tle, said, ‘do it on your dad’” 
said LoDolce. “I said, ‘Real-
ly? He owns a fishing resort 
with 12 cabins, a store, and a 
boat house. He fishes out in 
the Puget Sound for salm-
on. What does anybody 
care about that for?’ She 
said, ‘No. He’s a Flying Ti-
ger hero.’ Then I even said, 

‘What’s a Flying Tiger?’”
“I’m the author of ‘The 

Flying Tigers - The Untold 
Story of the American Pilots 
Who Waged a Secret War 
Against Japan,’” Sam Klein-
er said. “I’ve been working 
on this book for a few years, 
through collaborating with 
the Flying Tigers Associa-
tion and getting access to 
archival documents and a 
lot of things that families 
have kept for decades. I 
want to bring this story to a 
broader audience.

“I think as a country, we 
don’t do a good enough job 
of preserving and taking 
an interest in so much of 
our history. A lot of people 
knew about the Flying Ti-

gers 70 years ago because of 
the John Wayne movie and 
obviously that interest has 
slid. When Americans think 
of World War II, we think of 
the landing at D-Day or the 
flag-raising at Iwo Jima, but 
we don’t think of China. So 
much of what I wanted to do 
with this book was to bring 
back an understanding that 
China was an important ally 
in the war.”

“I’ve been to China many 
times and most Chinese 
people know about this his-
tory,” Callaway said. “It’s 
part of their history books. 
I blame it on the education 
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SPORTS EXTRAVAGANZA
Continued from Page 1

FLYING TIGERS
Continued from Page 7

MEET THE AUTHOR: A fan has her book signed by Julie Kagawa.  
/Photo by Mike Flores.

By Mike Flores
New York Times best-

seller Julie Kagawa cele-
brated the release of her new 
saga, “Shadow of the Fox,” 
at Valley Ranch Library on 
Thursday night, Oct. 25. 
Kagawa’s book launch party 
included a short author talk, 
a question and answer ses-
sion, and book signings.

With Kagawa now adding 
“Shadow of the Fox” to her 
already impressive resume, 
which includes series such 
as The Iron Fey series, the 
Blood of Eden series, and 
the Talon series, an anx-
ious and excited fan base 
was awaiting Kagawa’s 
book party weeks before the 
launch.

“There was a lot of buzz 
for Julie (Kagawa),” librar-
ian Rae Washington said. 
“People kept calling and 
asking as soon as we an-
nounced she was coming. 
We have a New York Times 
bestselling author here. I 
don’t want to say it’s going 
to put us on the map, but 
hearing that Julie Kagawa 

and perhaps cognitive [im-
pairments] we are able to 
modify the events for them 
in a non-competitive set-
ting.”

Those modifications can 
be seen and heard in events 
like beep baseball, where 
the ball beeps and com-
petitors swing their bats 
toward the sound. Archery 
is also similarly modified, 
as Julia Johnson, co-chair 
and past district governor 
of Lions Club District 2X-1, 
explained.

“The [archery] targets 
beep,” Johnson said. “The 
children are lined up toward 
the target, and they’re actu-
ally shooting real bows and 
arrows.”

Johnson has been in-
volved with the event for the 
past 19 years, and she loves 
seeing the enthusiasm and 
excitement of the compet-
itors who return year after 
year to participate.

“This has been such a 
contributing factor to these 
kids,” Johnson said. “They 

wait every year for this. We 
have some kids where this 
is their 10th year, and they 
come back every year. In 
fact, I’ve driven a golf cart 
for the last 19 years, and 
there are some children who 
wait just to ride my golf cart. 
This is important to them.” 

Johnson added this event 
is important to not only 
the kids, but to her and the 
many other Lions Club vol-
unteers who help make the 
event possible.

“As a Lion, we have ded-
icated our lives to serving 
people,” Johnson said. 
“Helen Keller herself asked 
us to be knights of the blind. 
Normally, we can’t get 
hands-on with blind peo-
ple. But in this way, we are 
there one on one with blind 
children. Even though we 
support the handicapped in 
multiple ways, right here, 
we are holding hands with 
blind children. We are help-
ing them run track; we’re 
helping them with the long 
jump; we’re holding the 

bats for them; we’re helping 
them shoot archery; we’re 
hands on hands, and this 
is critical for the Lions. It 
means so much to us to host 
this.”

Anderson said seeing 
these children not only be 
able to compete, but also 
connect with their fellow 
athletes and make new 
friends, is what makes the 
Sports Extravaganza a suc-
cess.

“I love seeing each of the 
kids have their opportunity 
to compete at their level,” 
Anderson said. “Or, if they 
are unable to be competi-
tive, to be able to get that 
level of participation they 
can manage. It lets every 
child have a chance to shine. 

“I also love the fact that 
they get to be around their 
peers, so they don’t feel like 
they’re the only one. They 
are a low-incidence pop-
ulation, so in school, they 
might be the only visually 
impaired kid in the whole 
school. It makes them feel 
more connected to other 
people. They grow emotion-
ally, they feel connected so-
cially, and it helps the fami-
lies as well.”

system that fails to teach 
history. There are Flying 
Tiger museums all over Chi-
na and statues of General 
Chennault all over China. 
We’re partnered with three 
museums in mainland Chi-
na. They are doing a much, 
much better job, but we 
know a lot of that is because 
the war was fought on their 
land, losing between 20 and 

55 million Chinese people. 
But you know, patriotism 
isn’t necessarily a popular 
subject right now. Yet, if we 
remember and look at what 
our guys were able to do 
and accomplish, it will show 
how to make a better future 
for us.

“I always say, we should 
use history as a mirror into 
our future. If you don’t know 

your history, then you’re 
really in trouble for the fu-
ture. I see a lot of young 
people here tonight, hope-
fully they will learn a little 
bit about the importance of 
this history and be inspired 
to learn more. I think that’s 
extremely important. 

“We’re only one small 
voice but, you know, some-
body’s got to start saying it. 

If we’re no voice, then it’s 
gone, so we have to contin-
ue to try in whatever way we 
can. We’re working on mov-
ies, video games, I’m even 
working with people from 
Hollywood.”

“We promote bicycle 
safety helmet week and 
do all of this different stuff 
that doesn’t have anything 
to do with our history and 
how our freedom is not 
free,” said LoDolce. “I don’t 
know; it’s just not political-
ly correct to talk about the 
atrocities that a war has. It’s 
a different way to raise kids 
now compared to the way I 
was raised.”

Bestselling author launches new book
is in Irving gives us a sense 
of pride. That’s our little 
town.”

Kagawa’s book “Shadow 
of the Fox” was published on 
Sept. 24, 2018, and it’s the 
first of a three-part series. 
The anime-inspired fantasy 
follows the journey of the 
main character Yumeko. 
Before Yumeko’s home was 
burned down, she escaped 
with the temple’s greatest 
treasure, a part of the an-
cient scroll. Throughout her 
journey, Yumeko pairs up 
with an unlikely samurai, 
Kage. With Kage’s orders 
to retrieve the scroll at any 
cost and demons after her, 
Yumeko’s secrets are the 
key to the fate of the world.

Many readers of Kaga-
wa’s work, like Brooke Wa-
chatel, enjoy the culture and 
background Kagawa brings 
into her writing. 

“Her [Kagawa] books just 
take me away for the day,” 
Wachatel said. “It’s fanta-
sy, and I forget about the 
real world. I love how I can 
escape with her books. She 

has a ton of culture and di-
versity in her books.”

The book is an Asian-in-
spired fantasy based on all 
sorts of Japanese myths and 
legends. For example, the 
title itself includes a legend. 
The main character Yume-
ko is half kitsune. Kitsune 
in Japanese means fox, and 
foxes are said to have special 
powers, such as shape shift-
ing in Japan mythology. 

However, while Kagawa 
is best known for her first 
published saga, The Iron 
Fey series, the “Shadow 
of the Fox” holds a special 
place in her heart. “Shad-

ow of the Fox” was the first 
book Kagawa ever wrote. 
Despite it being rejected the 
first go-around, Kagawa is 
glad it happened that way. 
More good than bad came 
from her rejection.

“‘Shadow of the Fox’ ac-
tually got me my literary 
agent,” Kagawa said. “I met 
her at a writer’s festival, and 
I showed her my story. She 
really liked it. However, the 
book never sold at first, be-
cause the market back then 
wasn’t ready for Asian fan-
tasies. After I wrote my first 
couple of series, I always 
knew I wanted to go back to 

my Asian fantasy. Now it’s 
finally out in the world.”

Before Kagawa rewrote 
“Shadow of the Fox,” it was 
actually an adult fantasy 
at first, and it went by the 
name of “Kitsune’s Heart.” 
Her biggest inspirations 
when writing “Shadow of 
the Fox” was to express her 
love for the Japanese cul-
ture and anime shows.

Kagawa is set to release 
the second book of the se-
ries, “Soul of the Sword,” in 
2019. Without wanting to 
give away any spoilers for 
her upcoming book, Kaga-
wa said the second part of 
the saga will include many 
other fun creatures, includ-
ing a ninja. Readers will 

also get to meet more of the 
shadow clan as well.

To follow her “Shadow of 
the Fox” series, Kagawa has 
a couple of story ideas that 
she’s currently working on 
for the future. 

“I have a lot of other 
ideas. Ideas are always com-
ing to me constantly, but I 
can’t quite entertain them 
when I’m working on this 
series. I just write down my 
ideas and a quick summary 
for future writings” Kagawa 
said. “I’ve been working on 
this weird west idea about 
this female gunslinger. I 
have this other idea about a 
fantasy where the hero is an 
antihero.”


