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By Ashley Smith
Glory House will be celebrating 20 

years of business in January 2019, 
and they will be having a year-long 
celebration. Owner, Jo Ann Goin 
had the vision and the attitude for 
food and service at a young age. 

“As the oldest child, I remember 
cooking at a young age all kinds of 
meals for my siblings. I remember 
reading books on how to set tables 

and how to entertain, and I would always 
set the tables exactly the way they should 
be,” Goin said. 

Ever since then, she has loved the ser-
vice industry and to entertain. 

“I have a spirit of excellence, and I al-
ways want things to be done at a higher 
level,” she said. “I want everything to be 
fabulous.”

Goin worked many years in the restau-
rant industry, but decided to branch out 
on her own. 

“I thought, if I’m going to work this 
hard, I’m going to work for myself,” she 
said. Prior to Glory House, she managed 
an 1,100-seat dining room in Grand Prai-
rie; so her background in food costs, inventory and overhead has benefited the success of 
Glory House. “Seventy-five percent of restaurants fail within their first year, and many more 
within the first five years,” she said.

Glory House was born in 1999 as a catering company to provide services to corporations 
for events, to help people throw in their homes, and even to deliver lunches. After building 
up a strong network and earning repeat corporate customers, the company began marketing 
for more private events and wedding catering. 

“We had an image of people having parties in their home, and we would cater it. We had 
a tagline: turning your vision into a glorious party,” Goin said.

Goin purchased the Irving property in 2001 and was able to expand in 2007 for larger 
parties and daily receptions and then again in 2010 to invite residents of Irving to a weekday 
sit down buffet lunch. 

“We were in the building on Sept. 11, 2001 and survived that. Then in 2008 when the 
economy stopped, and we survived that. It’s really hard to own your own business; it’s like 
survival of the fittest. Millions of businesses went out of business in 2008 and our revenue 
halved between 2008 and 2009. We were just able to regroup and survive it. I don’t know 
how it happened, but it did, and we got through it,” she said. 

Goin and her family look back throughout the years and are amazed and grateful that 
Glory House has been such a success and truly a family business. Her husband and daughter 
both have been a huge part of the business. 

“Kiana [daughter] grew up in the business, she was pretty much raised in this building,” 
she said. “She still works various jobs for us today. It’s a family affair. 

“We feel like we’ve been pioneers on Main Street to really be part of the revitalization of 
South Irving. We do truly appreciate the City of Irving, they’ve been so good to us over the 
years.”

Glory House is excited about their upcoming celebration of 20 years and is inviting those 
who are interested in celebrating with them to a kickoff party on Jan. 22 from 5-8 p.m. at 
Glory House for cocktails and appetizers. Please RSVP to jo@gloryhousecatering.com. 

But the party won’t stop there, every month in 2019 there will be a different event or pro-
motion each month. 

“We are going to do something each month to commemorate the last 20 years,” Goin said. 
“Irving has been really good to us. It’s been a really great place to grow a business, and we’re 
looking forward to our future of Irving.”

Watch their website for the events and specials: https://www.gloryhousecatering.com/.

BEFORE: (LEFT)A small 
Kiana Goin sits on a service 
cart during the early years of 
Glory House Catering. 

AFTER: (BELOW) Present 
day, the 20 - year-old Kiana 
sits on the same cart.
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By Tricia Sims
Glamorous dresses and tux-

es filled the American Airlines’ 
Hangar 5 on the grounds of the 
Dallas Fort- Worth Internation-
al Airport during the 16th annu-
al Sky Ball on Oct. 27.

The annual gala honored 
veterans and raised money for 
several organizations that help 
support veterans and their 
families. The event gathered 
veterans from all the military 
branches together to honor 
Vietnam POWs.

Texas First Lady Cecilia Ab-
bott will serve as keynote speak-
er for The Salvation Army of 
Irving’s annual Super Lunch to 
be held at the Irving Conven-
tion Center, 500 W. Las Colinas 
Blvd. in Irving on Tuesday, Dec. 
11. A pre-lunch reception will 
begin at 11 a.m. where guests 
can view and bid on silent auc-
tion items. The luncheon will 
begin at noon and will include a 
live auction in addition to Mrs. 
Abbott’s keynote.

Online ticket and sponsor-
ship opportunities, as well as 
online auction items, are avail-
able at www.muradauctions.
net/superlunch2018. Sponsor-
ships with logo recognition are 
available in several donation 
categories. A variety of table 
sponsorships are also avail-
able, ranging from $1,200 to 
$25,000 and individual tickets 
are $100.

In conjunction with the lun-
cheon, The Salvation Army of 

Clean Up Events
December 1, 8-11 a.m.
Grand Prairie Shred it Day will be 
on Saturday, Dec. 1 from 8-11 a.m. 
Attendees are asked to meet between 
The Summit and Public Safety Building, 
2559 Esplanade, to safely and securely 
shred their personal documents. While 
the service is free, the suggested dona-
tion is $5 per box. All proceeds benefit 
Crime Stoppers.
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
will be on Saturday, Dec. 1 from 9-11 
a.m. Attendees are asked to meet at the 
Development Center, 206 W. Church St. 
Residents will have the opportunity to 
dispose of any household hazardous 
waste, any household product no longer 
wanted, but should not be disposed of 
in the garbage or washed down the 
drain. Registration for the event is 
required at 972-237-8055 or www.gptx.
org/WQ/HHW 
Electronics Recycling will be on Satur-
day, Dec. 1 from 9-11 a.m. Attendees 
are required to meet at the Devel-
opment Center, 206 W. Church St. 
Residents can bring electronics they are 
no longer using to be recycled such as 
computers, printers, fax machines, tele-
visions and cell phones. Registration for 
the event is required at 972-237-4578 
or www.gptx.org/electronics-recycling.

Coppell Vintage Christmas 
December 1, 10 a.m.-noon
Christmas time in the years of old was 
truly something spectacular. Take a 
stroll down memory lane and join the 
City of Coppell in Old Town to cele-
brate the spirit of a Vintage. The event 
will feature musical performances by 
students from Coppell Middle School 
North and the Coppell High School 
Choir, and participating businesses will 
offer a variety of activities and samples 
that the whole family will enjoy. Pick up 
a punch card, visit each of the busi-
nesses and return your fully stamped 
card to be entered into drawings for a 
range of prizes.

Connecting the Dots Expo 
December 1, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Irving ISD Special Education 
department invites families to an infor-
mational fair at de Zavala Middle School 
(707 W. Pioneer, 75061). The day will 
be filled with valuable community re-
sources to support families of children 
with disabilities and special needs. 
Sessions and experts will be on-hand 
to share information on insurance, med-

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
ical and mental health services, legal 
guidance, early childhood, post-sec-
ondary planning, employment training, 
local support groups, and more. Plus, 
kid-friendly activities and food will be 
available. The expo is hosted by Irving 
ISD in collaboration with neighboring 
school districts and Region 10. No 
registration is required.

Coppell’s Holiday Lighted 
Parade and Tree Lighting 
Ceremony
Dec. 1, 6:30 PM
The lighted parade will feature beau-
tifully decorated floats built by local 
groups and businesses, all with twin-
kling holiday lights. This year’s parade 
features returning favorites including 
the Coppell High School Marching 
Band, the CHS Lariettes and Silver 
Stars, New Tech High @ Coppell and 
Princesses with a Purpose. 
The parade will travel north on Samuel 
Blvd., turn west onto Parkway Blvd. 
and travel to Town Center. For safety 
reasons, all intersections along the 
parade route will be temporarily closed 
as the parade passes through. 
After the parade, head to the Town Cen-
ter Plaza for the lighting of the 25 ft tree. 
Enjoy a four-minute fireworks show 
set to holiday music while snacking on 
holiday treats, including roasted nuts, 
popcorn, and more. After the ceremony, 
stay to listen to live music from the 
Coppell Community Chorale, get your 
photo taken in a life-size inflatable, 
take a ride on the holiday train, write 
a letter to Santa, and visit with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus! 

HarpEssence Holiday Concert
December 2, 2 PM
You are invited to stop by the Cozby 
Library and Community Commons to 
enjoy a free Christmas concert. Take 
a break from the hustle and bustle to 
enjoy the musical stylings of HarpEs-
sence. Professional musicians, with 
an impressive array of training and 
experience, HarpEssence performs at 
various events across the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area. The ensemble, directed 
by Susan Koskelin, features Coppell 
residents Grace Johnson and Linda 
Mudd, as well as Joan McCord. Relax 
and enjoy light refreshments while 
listening to the exquisite sounds of 
four concert grand harps performing 
Christmas favorites. 

Heritage House 
December 2, 3pm-5pm
The Heritage House will be decorated 
and open for tours with docent led 
tours at 3pm and 4pm. Located at 303 
South O’Connor, the home was built in 
1912 for the C.P. Schulze family. It was 
designated a Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark in 1986. Admission is free. 
Visitors will also receive a compli-
mentary copy of the Irving history book 
“Irving, Texas: From Rails to Wings.” 
Mary’s Playhouse in the backyard gar-
den area will also be open for visitors 
to visit. Originally built as a chicken 
coop, the building was converted into a 
playhouse for the young Mary Schulze 
in the 1920’s.
 
Christmas Adventure at First 
Baptist Irving
December 2, 5 - 6:30 pm
Free event! Christmas Adventure 
is an interactive worship expe-
rience at First Baptist Church in 
Irving, 403 S. Main Street. This 
event is designed to set the stage 
for the Advent season and create 
a new tradition for families to enjoy 
with a hayride, snacks, live nativity, 
prayer room, and craft stations set 
up around the church campus. 

Bear Scavenger Hunt
December 1 - January 4
Holiday fun is hidden all over Coppell. 
Figure out the clues and find each of 
the six holiday bears hidden around 
town, pose for a photo with each bear, 
and upload the pictures to social media 
with the hashtag #coppellidays. Be 
sure to also tag the City of Coppell 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
Once you snap a photo at each 
location, head to Town Center, 255 
Parkway Blvd., to claim your prize 
(while supplies last). 
This year, you can get in on the fun 
early. Take a photo with each of the 
Holiday Bears and bring your photos to 
the Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting 
at Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., 
from 6:30-9 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
1. The first 200 participants to show 
their photos at the Holiday Parade 
and Tree Lighting will win an extra 
early bird prize. 
For more information and to find the 
scavenger hunt clues, visit coppelltx.
gov/holidays or call 972-462-5104.

Cecilia Abbott to headline Irving 
Salvation Army Super Lunch

Irving will promote the fund-
raising campaign called “Im-
pact 25” that gives donors the 
opportunity to donate $25 
every month for a year to sup-
port programs and services at 
The Salvation Army in Irving.   
Super Lunch raises funds to 
support programs that serve 
families and individuals in 
need in Irving. Services include 
youth development programs, 
social services such as utility 

assistance and a food pantry, 
and the annual Angel Tree pro-
gram, as well as The Salvation 
Army Boys and Girls Club of 
Irving at the Gene and Jerry 
Jones Family Center for Youth, 
which serves children from 
eight local schools. In partner-
ship with Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America, The Salvation Army 
uses Boys & Girls Club official 
curriculum for its youth pro-
gram in Irving. 

To date, the Super Lunch 
event features a vibrant pro-
gram with silent and live auc-
tion items, musical ensemble, 
greeters from the Dallas Cow-
boys Cheerleaders, and a fabu-
lous top-rated lunch. Previous 
Super Lunch speakers have 
included Dallas Cowboys Own-
er and General Manager Jerry 
Jones, Drew Pearson, Char-
lotte Jones-Anderson, Gloria 
Campos, Pat Smith, and Babe 
Laufenberg.

SOURCE The Salvation Army

Skyball honors, raises funds 
for military veterans

“Sky Ball has been an amazing 
event,” Army Command Ser-
geant Major Dan Benedict said. 
“Meeting POW survivors and 15 
Medal of Honor awardees; I am 
at a loss for words to be around 
these great men.

“I am going to share this mo-
ment and experience with my 
soldiers in my command. I will 
tell them everything we have to-
day has been made possible by 
the blood, sweat and tears of the 
men before us, and I had the op-
portunity to meet them today.”

The funds raised by the 
event will support the Airpow-
er Foundation, whose mission 
directly supports our nation’s 
wounded, ill, and injured ser-
vice members, veterans and 
their families.

Medal of Honor recipient 
Alfred Rascon praised the gala.

“Sky Ball is an organization 
that pays respect to the coun-
try,” Rascon said. “It is not 
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PLAYING WITH PUPPIES: Two girls --- play with Angel Fund puppies during the DFW Humane Society's 
fundraiser Black Collar Affair.  /Photo by John Starkey.

VIDEO GAME GIRLS: (left to right) Sara Driggers and Melindie Rose 
from Oklahoma dress as a Vault Dweller from Fallout and Ann Takamaki from 
Persona 5. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

See BLACK COLLAR AFFAIR
Page 4

MAGDA HERNANDEZ 
the new Irving ISD Superintendent!

We are here to support you!
 

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

Congratulations

FINISH LINE: A plane zooms through the finish line during the Red Bull Air 
Race World Championship.  /Photo by Ashley Smith.

By Tricia Sims
Dogs and cats in need of 

loving homes greeted guests 
as they entered the Four 
Seasons Resort and Club 
Dallas at Las Colinas for 
the annual DFW Humane 
Society’s Black Collar Af-
fair on Friday, Nov. 16. The 
gala is the DFW Humane 
Society’s largest fundraiser 
of the year, gathering ani-
mal lovers from around the 
community to support pets 
in need.

“This year we are cele-
brating 51 fabulous years 
of rescuing and caring for 
homeless and neglected 
pets and giving them the 
second chance to find for-
ever homes through adop-
tion,” master of ceremonies 
Kristin Dickerson said. “We 
are here tonight to help find 
those pets a home and raise 
some funds for the Humane 
Society. This organization 
and the future of its furry 
residents depend solely on 
caring people and that is 
every single person in this 

By Ashley Smith
Precision, speed and a 

whole lot of nerve was dis-
played in the air at Texas 
Motor Speedway as Red 
Bull hosted their season 
finale of the Red Bull Air 
Race World Championship 
in Fort Worth, Nov. 17-18. 
At speeds of over 230 miles 
per hour and a maximum 
g-force of 12, pilots from 
across the globe raced for 
the 2018 title. 

“There is about 400 Red 
Bull employees and about 
300 local staff from the 
U.S. who are supporting 
us and then TMS [Texas 
Motor Speedway] as well,” 
communications manag-
er Jemma Campbell said. 
“One hundred and eighty-
four countries in the TV 
compound are covering this 
event, so it’s an exhilarating 
sport world-wide.” 

Former head of aviation 
Sergio Pla is now the head 
judge. He and others in 
control of operations watch 
from the race control cen-
ter. 

“Flight operations, air 
traffic control, and securi-
ty all happen in this area,” 
Pla said. “This one [center] 
is a little different because 
we are usually up in a tow-
er, but this one is good be-
cause we can see a full-view 
of the planes, the track, and 
the airport is in view as 
well; and it’s a nice venue. 
There’s a short runway, 450 
meters more or less, but the 

By Ariel Graham
Fans from all over North 

Texas celebrated Japanese 
animation at Anime North 
Texas (ANT) held at the 
Sheraton DFW Airport Ho-
tel from Friday, Nov. 16, to 
Sunday, Nov. 18.

Now in its 6th year, ANT 
is packed full of cosplay, an-
ime viewings, voice actor in-
terviews and fans connect-
ing with other fans about 
the shows and the genres 
they love. Mike Loredo, 
chairman of ANT, said one 
of the most popular events 
is the maid café, where 
waiters and waitresses serve 
food and drink while en-
tertaining guests with song 
and dance

“[The maid café] is some-

Black Collar raises money for pets in need
room.” 

The organization receives 
no federal or state funding. 
There were several options 
to show support of the an-
imals including a raffle, a 
silent auction and a live 
auction. This year’s benefit 
added a live band, a new 
photo booth and a new mas-
ter of ceremonies. The chair 
of the event, Steven Lopez, 
discussed these changes.

“We combined the best of 
the previous years, and we 
added more,” Lopez said. 
“We added the photo booth. 
We had a new MC. We had 
the band playing longer, so 
we could make it look more 
energetic and more lively. 
We had more restaurants 
this year. We just kind of 
made it all the more better 
than the previous years.”

Instead of a traditional set 
down dinner, Irving restau-
rants like Glory House and 
Top Round served guest 
samples as they mingled 
and looked at silent auction 
items.

A majority of the mon-
ey provided by the benefit, 
helps fund the DFW Hu-
mane Society’s daily efforts 
to provide homeless pets 
with food, healthcare and 
shelter. The shelter run by 
the society typically houses 
anywhere from 100 to 150 
pets. Each year the DFW 
Humane Society helps find 
homes for as many as 6,000 
pets.

In addition to the upkeep 
on the shelter, the organiza-
tion’s goal of the night was 
to raise funds for the An-
gel Fund. This fund helps 
animals who have medical 
problems when they come 
into the shelter. 

“Just daily care at the 
shelter is $25,000 a month, 
so that amount would cover 
a month’s bills directly for 
the pets,” Sarah Kammer-
er, executive director of the 
DFW Humane Society, said. 
“Above and beyond that, we 
spend $20,000 to $25,000 
on special needs pets, those 
that need to have legs re-

paired or have to have 
heartworm treatment.”

As a birthday surprise, 
Dickerson presented Irving 
Mayor Rick Stopfer with a 
puppy named Westin. The 
Mayor declined the offer, 
and the pup is still up for 

adoption. 
“I have a little problem,” 

Stopfer said. “I love this dog 
and I think this dog loves 
me too, but I don’t know if I 
really can give it all it needs 
in his life.”

To soften the blow, Stop-

fer donated a total of $500 
to the DFW Humane Soci-
ety.

Diana Pfaff president of 

Air Race Championships 
fly over Texas

Anime North Texas brings 
fans together

thing close to a dinner the-
ater, and it’s something you 
can really only experience 

in Japan,” Loredo said. 
“In fact, we actually flew 
our maid café manager out 
to Japan this year, so she 
could get a better scope of 
how maid cafés are run. In 
Japan, they’re run more like 
a restaurant, here we run it 
more like an event.”

Jasmine Rivera, one of 
the maids at the maid café, 
enjoys connecting with her 
patrons and other con-go-

pilots are very skilled and 
used to short landings and 
take offs and the planes are 
very powerful.”

The track is typically 
around 6km and pilots make 
two laps weaving through 
and around the inflated 
pylons. Pilots must keep in 
mind several things during 
their heat including speed, 
altitude, the levelness of the 
plane, the plane’s produc-
tion of smoke and g-forces. 
If pilots make any errors fly-
ing through and around the 
pylons, their time is deduct-
ed by seconds. 

“This is a fast-paced 
sport, and we run every-
thing down to the minute if 
not the second,” Pla said. 

Pylons reach 82 feet into 
the air and stand parallel 
to each other 42 feet apart. 
The pylons are made up of 
nine segments of a light-
weight spinnaker fabric. 

“These aren’t just big bal-
loons, there is a lot of sci-
ence that goes into the pro-
cess,” Marcell Apati-Nagy, a 
pylon crew member in his 
third season, said. “We have 
three teams and there are 
five people on one team. It 
takes all of us to set up the 
track, but after a pilot fin-
ishes their lap, just one team 
will go out and repair [a py-
lon.] It used to take 20 min-
utes to repair, but the record 
now is at 90 seconds.” 

The season opener for 
the air race championship 
began in Abu Dhabi last 

February, and the race has 
traveled to eight countries 
and three continents. Red 
Bull launched this competi-
tion in 2003. After the 2010 
season, the Air Races took a 
three-year break to regulate 
rules and regulations. 

There are two categories 
in the race: Master Class 
and Challenger Class. There 
are 14 pilots in the Mas-
ter Class and eight in the 
Challenger. The competing 
Challenger’s victory is based 
on time. Germany’s Flori-
an Berger is trying to move 

See AIR RACE
Page 6
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BLACK COLLAR AFFAIR
Continued from Page 3

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 
community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal 
Transportation & Valid Driver’s 
License and Insurance
For more information call 972-870-
1992 or email 
johns@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales 
Representatives

WANTED

BIRTHDAY GIFT: Mayor Rick Stopfer receives a puppy as a birthday gift 
from Kristen Dickerson. /Photo by John Starkey.

Kittina
Hi my name is KITTINA ! Isn't that an awesome name. I am a 
beautiful, Large, 7 year old lady. I am a gorgeous blue tabby. My 
other parent had to give me up because of health problems. I 
am very sad and confused even in this beautiful shelter. I would 
rather be your one and only, but I bet I could adjust to another 
cat if approached slowly. Please come by and let's meet, I 
promise you won't be sorry.

Tonka and Dozer
Dozer here to tell you a bit about my brother Tonka and me. 
We are brothers-from-the-same mother! Seriously, we were 
born in the same litter and have been together all our lives. 
We are now 6 years old and still rely on each other so we 
want to find a home together. You may be thinking, "How 
can I handle two German Shepherd mixes all at once?" 
Don't worry yourself with that. We are really chill dogs. We 
hang out together and play together and enjoy spending 
time with humans together. The only thing that you really 
need to know is that we need a home without any horses or 
chickens. That's not too much to ask is it? 

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Maxie “Rocky” Clifton Martin 
July 17, 1928 – Nov. 23, 2018 

Lavada Euvaughn Collins Cooper 
Nov. 25, 1929 – Nov. 24, 2018

Carmen Enriquez July 16, 1939 – Nov. 26, 2018
Keri Lugge Dec. 17, 1961 – Nov. 21, 2018 

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Nancy Gresham Sept. 14, 1945 – Nov. 22, 2018

EMPLOYMENT

LEGAL

CLASSIFIEDS

NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 
MANARA ACADEMY

State Financial Accountability Rating

Manara Academy will hold a public meeting at 9:00 am on 
Saturday, December 15, 2018 at the Manara Leadership 
Academy located at 8001 Jetstar Dr., Irving TX 75063.  The 
purpose of this meeting is to discuss Manara Academy’s rating 
on the state’s financial accountability system. 

Energetic & reliable part time employee for local Flower 
shop, will train, M-F, 8:30-5, valid DL, 972-253-3507

For more information call 972-870-1992 or email tricias@ramblernewspapers.net

Freelancers WANTED

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

Lillie Helen (Ludmila) 
Cline passed away on No-
vember 25th at the age of 87 
years after her battle with 
Leukemia. She was preced-
ed in death by her lifelong 
spouse, Jasper Cline, and 
her children Rebecca, Janet, 
and Adrian. Lillie was born 
to George and Mary Toth in 
Ennis, Texas, and married 
Jasper Cline in 1948.

Lillie was a faithful fol-
lower of the church and at-
tended St. Luke’s Catholic 
Church until the onset of 
her illness. Even then she 
utilized any means possible, 
phone or tv, to listen to mass 
every morning. Lillie was a 
loving and dedicated moth-
er and her passion for family 
gatherings during holidays 
at her house and putting 
others first stayed with her 
even through this Thanks-
giving. During Christmas 
Lillie always made sure ev-
erybody in this large fam-

ily received a present and 
Santa came to her house to 
brighten many children’s 
eyes. Lillie’s unique and 
personalized birthday cards 
will be forever treasured by 
her family and her patience 
in putting together numer-
ous puzzles was admired 
and inspired many. She 
was a very dedicated Texas 
Rangers and Dallas Cow-
boys fan and loved playing 
42 dominoes and chicken 
foot. When she was not busy 
with family and all her hob-
bies, she could be found in 
Oklahoma, completing one 
of her many therapy ses-
sions. Lillie was known for 
her toughness and stern-
ness, her quick and fun wit, 
her infectious smile and 
compassion. Lillie leaves 
her loving memories to 
be cherished by her chil-
dren Loretta, Jackie, Gail, 
George, Rosalyn, Monty, 
June, Kay, Matt, Steve, and 
Sam, her brothers George 
and Arthur, her dear sis-
ter-in-law JoAnn, and her 
many grand-, great-, and 
great-great-grandchildren.

A private Rosary will be 
held by the immediate fam-
ily. A memorial mass will 
also be held in Ennis, Texas, 
and details will be available 
later.

LILLIE HELEN (LUDMILA) CLINE

A familiar face has been 
named the lone finalist in 
the Irving ISD superin-
tendent search. During a 
special-called meeting held 
Monday, Nov. 26, the Irving 
ISD Board of Trustees ap-
proved unanimously, Mag-
da Hernandez as the can-
didate for the district’s top 
position. By law, the Board 
must wait 21 days before 
Hernandez’s employment 
is official as the superinten-
dent of Irving ISD.  

Hernandez has served 
the district for 23 years in 
various roles, most recent-
ly as acting superintendent 
following the resignation of 
the former superintendent 
in September.  

“We are making history 
today as Magda Hernandez 
becomes the first Hispanic 
female selected to lead our 
school district,” board pres-
ident Randy Randle said. 
“But more importantly, she 
has a commitment to educa-
tion and knows the district. 
She knows how we operate. 
She has seen our strengths 
and our weaknesses, and we 
can hit the ground running. 
We are confident that we 
can make larger progress 
and faster progress hiring 
someone who knows - and 
who is - Irving ISD.” 

“I want to express my 

the DFW Humane Society 
presented three awards.

The Spirit Award was giv-
en to Kelly Smircic.

“This year’s recipient of 
the Spirit Award could have 
won for her joyful, caring 
spirit alone, but that would 
have just scratched the sur-
face,” Pfaff said. “This per-
son is like the friend you call 
and you know they will do 
whatever you ask. Since be-
coming a volunteer in 2014, 
she has logged over 500 
hours of volunteer service.” 

The President’s award 
was presented to Jean Pa-
ryl.

“When I looked at the list 
of previous winners and did 
not see this person’s name, 
there was no debate in my 
mind who this award be-
longed to,” Pfaff said. “Since 
becoming a member of the 
board in 2010, she has pro-
vided reason and thought-
ful guidance on all board 
governess and fundraising. 
When she can’t fill a slot, 
she puts herself in it. She 
just continues to do it. This 

Irving ISD names finalist for superintendent of schools

gratitude and appreciation 
to the Board of Trustees for 
their vote of confidence and 
for the opportunity to lead 
Irving ISD,” Hernandez 
said. “The district is fortu-
nate and blessed to have 
a visionary school board 
that strongly desires to see 
higher achievement and 
improved student-growth 
results. Consequently, each 
board member is fully com-
mitted to making this hap-
pen, and I am humbly hon-
ored to be part of their plan 
to accomplish such a worthy 
objective.” 

Hernandez began her ca-
reer in the district as a bi-
lingual aide before earning 
her teaching degree from 
Texas Woman’s University. 
Hernandez was then a bilin-
gual and gifted and talented 
teacher at Good and Town-
ley elementary schools be-
fore promoting to assistant 
principal at Townley. Her-

nandez then moved up to 
the administration building 
where she has served as hu-
man resources staffing and 
recruiting coordinator, di-
rector of human resources, 
assistant superintendent of 
human resources, associate 
superintendent of human 
resources and deputy su-
perintendent of administra-
tive services. 

Hernández also held 
the position of assistant 
superintendent of human 
resources in Waxahachie 
ISD. She graduated cum 
laude with a bachelor’s de-
gree and master’s degree in 
educational administration 
from TWU. She also holds 
superintendent certifica-
tion from the University of 
North Texas. She currently 
serves as Region 10 Human 
Resources Advisory Board 
Member and District IV 
representative for the Tex-
as Association of School 
Personnel Administrators 
(TASPA). 

“As a long-time employ-
ee, I am equally commit-
ted and invested in this 
educational community,” 
Hernandez said. “I believe 
we can ensure this task is 
accomplished by having 
strong support systems for 
our teachers, staff and ad-
ministrators. Therefore, I 
will promote and advocate 
for all our students, clearly 
communicate the board’s 
key goals and lead our dis-
trict on the path to reaching 
the highest level of achieve-
ment our students deserve; 
all in collaboration with the 
talented teachers, staff and 

administrators we have in 
place. Additionally, I will 
ensure our teachers and 
campus administrators 
have the resources and sup-
port needed to be success-
ful.” 

As a longtime resident of 
Irving, Hernandez’s family 
members are products of 
Irving ISD. Her sons are Ir-

ving ISD graduates, and her 
daughter is a junior at Sin-
gley Academy. In addition, 
her grandchildren attend 
Gilbert Elementary School. 

Outside of work, Her-
nandez cherishes spending 
time with her family, read-
ing multiple approaches to 
leadership and literature 
that carries social impli-

cations for improving the 
world in which we live, trav-
eling and attending live mu-
sic events. 

At the conclusion of the 
21-day waiting period, the 
board will vote on a contract 
for Hernandez at the Dec. 17 
regularly scheduled board 
meeting.

SOURCE Irving ISD

award is so long overdue.”
The H. Ted Olson award 

was presented to The 
Thompson Group at Classic 

Chevrolet.
“A long time sponsor of 

this event and a true friend 
to all of us,” Pfaff said.
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Demographics

Subscriber? Yes  No

Where do you live?

Irving   Coppell

Grand Prairie  Other

How were you informed of this survey?

Print   Online

Social Media  E-Mail

Other

How old are you?

Under 18 18-29  30-39

40-49  50-59  60+

Household Income?

$0 - $19,999  $20,000 - $39,999

$40,000 - $74,999 $75,000 - $99,999

$125,000 - $149,999 $150,000 - $174,999

$175,000 - $199,999 $200,000 and up

READERSHIP
Have you done any of the following in the 
last year after reading a Rambler article:

Discussed an article?   Yes No

Attended an event?  Yes No

Researched a topic?   Yes No

Visited a store?   Yes No

Referred the Rambler? Yes No

Cut out an article?   Yes No

Where do you get your news?

Rambler  Chamber Bulletins

Citizens Advocate City Spectrum

Coppell Gazette Dallas Morning News

Star Telegram  The Burb

Internet Site  Radio

TV   Social Media

Mobile News App Other

What do you like about Rambler 
Newspapers?

Please provide your email if you want to 
receive weekly emails from the Rambler. An 
email is not required to answer the survey.

AUTOMOTIVE
Favorite Auto Supply Store?

Favorite Car Wash/ Detailer?

Favorite Car Dealership? (new or used)

Favorite Auto Repair Shop?

Favorite Paint/Body Shop?

Favorite Tire Shop?

COMMUNITY
Favorite Local Landmark?

Favorite Local Nonprofit Organization?

Favorite Park/Recreation Center?

EDUCATION
Favorite Charter or Private School?

Favorite College/University/Trade School?

Favorite Public School?

HOME
Favorite Carpet Cleaning Service?

Favorite Carpet/Flooring Installation Service?

Favorite Electrician?

Favorite Exterminator?

Favorite Hardware/Home Improvement Store?

Favorite Heating/Air Conditioning Company?

Favorite Landscaping & Garden Store?

Favorite Paint Store?

Favorite Plumber?

Favorite Real Estate Company?

Favorite Roofing Company?

ENTERTAINMENT
Favorite Golf Course?

Favorite Local Museum?

Favorite Local Arts Organization?

Favorite Movie Theater?

Favorite Entertainment Complex?

FINANCIAL
Favorite Bank or Credit Union?

Favorite CPA?

Favorite Financial Planner/Advisor?

Favorite Insurance Company?

LIVING
Favorite Apartment/Duplex/Complex 

Community?

Favorite Assisted Living Center?

Favorite Nursing Facility?

Favorite Retirement/Senior Living Facility?

MEDICAL
Favorite Chiropractor?

Favorite Dentist?

Favorite Eye Doctor/Eyewear Provider?

Favorite Family Doctor?

Favorite Pediatrician?

Favorite Pharmacy?

Favorite Urgent Care Clinic?

MISC
Business with the Friendliest Service?

Favorite Attorney?

Favorite Day Care?

Favorite Employment/Staffing Agency?

Favorite Photographer?

Favorite Sign/Banner Service?

PETS
Favorite Place to Board Your Pet?

Favorite Grooming Salon?

Favorite Pet Store?

Favorite Veterinarian/Vet Clinic?

RESTAURANT
Favorite Asian Restaurant?

Favorite Bar/Pub?

Favorite BBQ Restaurant?

Favorite Buffet?

Favorite Caterer?

Favorite Coffee Shop?

Favorite “Date Night” Restaurant?

Best Donuts or Bakery?

Favorite Family Restaurant?

Favorite Fast Food Restaurant?

Favorite French Restaurant?

Best French Fries / Cheese Fries?

Best Frozen Yogurt?

Favorite Greek / Middle Eastern Restaurant?

Best Hamburgers?

Favorite Happy Hour?

Favorite Healthy / Lite / Vegetarian Restaurant?

Favorite “Home Cookin’” Restaurant?

Favorite Ice Cream Shop?

Favorite Indian Restaurant?

Favorite Italian Restaurant?

Favorite Late-Night Restaurant?

Favorite Mexican Restaurant?

Best Pie?

Best Pizza?

Favorite Sandwich / Sub Shop?

Favorite Seafood Restaurant?

Favorite Steakhouse?

Best Wings?

Restaurant with the Best Service?

Restaurant with the Best Value for the Dollar?

SHOPPING
Favorite Antique Store?

Favorite Appliance Store?

Favorite Barber/Hair Salon?

Favorite Beer / Wine Shop?

Favorite Bicycle/Motorcycle Shop?

Favorite Book/Video Store?

Favorite Clothing Store?

Favorite Dollar/Discount Store?

Favorite Dry Cleaners?

Favorite Electronics Store?

Favorite Flower Shop?

Favorite Grocery Store?

Favorite Hobby Shop?

Favorite Jewelry Store?

Favorite Mall/Shopping Center?

Favorite Music Store?

Favorite Nail Salon?

Favorite Office Supply Store?

Favorite Organic Foods Store?

Favorite Shoe Store?

Favorite Specialty Boutique?

Favorite Thrift / Consignment / ReSale Store?

RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS READER'S CHOICE 2019 SURVEY
The Rambler Newspapers Readers’ Choice survey is back!
We are asking our readers and the community to vote for 

their favorite businesses. Let your favorite Irving, Coppell 
and Grand Prairie businesses know you appreciate their 
services by voting for them today. Only complete the cate-
gories that are relevant to you, and you can also include the 
address if your choice has multiple locations. Any personal 
information will be kept private and only used for statistical 
purposes.

The results will be published February 2019 in our annu-
al Reader’s Choice magazine that informs its readers of the 
best and most popular companies in the area. The magazine 
will be inserted into the Rambler Newspaper and distribut-
ed to churches and community organizations as a reference 
guide for newcomers. Voting will be open until 5 p.m. on 
December 31, 2018. Please mail your responses to P.O. Box 
#177731 Irving, TX 75017.

Vote now and let your voice be heard!
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from Challenger to the Mas-
ter Class. 

“This is my fourth season, 
and I want to step into the 
Master Class,” Berger said. 
“I won my first podium ever 
in 2015 here [Texas Motor 
Speedway] so it is a special 
place for me. The weather 
will probably change tomor-
row, so the pressure is big, 
but anything can happen.” 

A 70-degree Satur-
day with barely a breeze 
changed Sunday as fans 
faced a 45-degree chill and 
the pilots had to consider a 
13-mile-per-hour wind. 

Texas native, Red Bull 
Air Race veteran and track 
holder, Kirby Chambliss, 
has been a pilot since the 
start and won the 2004 
race.

“Everything we learned 
out on the track during 
practice we can pretty 
much throw out the win-
dow,” Chambliss said. “This 
weather changes every-
thing, so we have to be care-
ful not to overcompensate 
in speed or G.” 

But the cold could not 
keep fans from attending 
the race. They came in from 

Arizona, New Mexico, New 
York and even other coun-
tries. Vania Castello and her 
two sons flew from Tulum, 
Mexico to follow the Master 
Class pilot Juan Velarde. 

“It’s an exciting sport and 
the kids love it,” Castello 
said.

Michael Goulian from the 
United States, Martin Son-
ka from Czech Republic and 
Matt Hall from Australia 
were in the top three rank-
ings going into race day. 
Martin Sonka came first in 
the final and won Czech’s 
first world title for an aerial 
motor sport and was named 
the Red Bull Air Race World 
Series champion. Matt Hall 
came in second and Michael 
Goulian third for the world 
championship, and Kirby 
Chambliss third for the Fort 
Worth win. 

Kamari Brown, global so-
cial influencer manger for 
Red Bull Media House, flew 
in from Salzburg, Austria to 
be part of the event. 

“It’s a little confusing at 
first, but once you watch a 
few of them, you start to un-
derstand the rules,” Brown 
said. “It’s an exciting event, 
I was able to go to the race 

A restaurant near Den-
ton Tap and Sandy Lake in 
Coppell was robbed at clos-
ing time on Nov. 26. The 
pictured suspect displayed 
a handgun during the rob-
bery. He fled on foot after 

AIR RACE
Continued from Page 3

Car clubs, GP Police collect toys for children
By Valeria Sanchez

Christmas toys rode in 
style on Sunday, Nov. 25, 
as a car club caravan drove 
through downtown Grand 
Prairie streets.

Rosie’s Toy Run was held 
at Gordo’s BBQ & Grill on 
Main Street. Several lo-
cal car clubs worked with 
the Grand Prairie Police 
Department’s Santa Cop 
program to collect toys for 
families in need. The annual 

event is in remembrance of 
Jose Saldivar’s sister, Ros-
ie, who died in 2013. Jose 
serves as president of Cow-
boysLife Car Club. 

With an escort of police 
officers, the car caravan cre-
ated by approximately 75 
cars did not need to wait for 
street lights. 

“It’s awesome, especially 
knowing you are not going 
to get that ticket crossing 
a red light,” Jose Saldivar 

said. “It’s all about give, 
give, give.” 

“It’s one of those deals 
where you want kids to get 
stuff that they’ve never re-
ceived,” Joe Martinez, pres-
ident of Players Car Club, 

said. 
On Dec. 19, Santa Cop 

will distribute gifts to fam-
ilies. 

Grand Prairie families in 
need can register on gpsan-
tacop.org

Coppell Police search for
 aggravated robbery suspect

the offense. 
The same suspect com-

mitted a similar robbery in 
Irving on Nov. 12. In both 
offenses, the suspect was 
wearing a unique black 
jacket.

Anyone who may be 
able to identify the suspect 
is asked to please contact 
Crime Stoppers and ref-
erence Coppell PD case 
18033785.

SOURCE City of Coppell

GIVING BACK: Daniel Serrano, a member of the Jokerz Car Club, adds 
dolls to the holiday toy collection. /Photo by Valeria Sanchez.

in Budapest, and it was 
amazing to watch them over 
the water. The precision 
under g-force is absolutely 
mindboggling.” 

UP, UP, AND AWAY: A plane jets through the air during the Red Bull 
Air Race World Series Championship . /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organiza-
tion’s name, meeting location and time. If an organization 
wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, 
we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-
7878

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club

1st &3rd Tuesdays @7p.m.
Community Bible Church

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 

7:30pm
132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017

irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600
Irving Noonday Lions

PH 972-409-9940
Every Wed. @ Noon

Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd.
Irving Piano Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 
6:30 p.m. Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm 
IHOP on Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women
Meet the first Tues. each month

7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.
Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,  
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for 
more infomation

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Staurdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

FUN & GAMES

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

* It was Hungarian psychiatrist Thomas 
Stephen Szasz who made the following 
sage observation: "If you talk to God, you 
are praying. If God talks to you, you have 
schizophrenia."

* You might be surprised to learn that David 
Duchovny, best known for his role as Agent 
Fox Mulder in "The X-Files," was just a 
dissertation away from being awarded a 
doctorate in English literature.

* Did you know that the world's most popular 
fruit is the banana? It's true: In the United 
States, people consume more bananas than 
apples and oranges put together.

* In 2009, a Saudi couple who had spent 
their honeymoon in Malaysia encountered 

difficulty on the return flight home. It seems that the groom 
felt the bride was taking too long in the airport restroom, 
so he boarded the flight back to Saudi Arabia before she 
did. When he allowed the plane to leave without her, she 
insisted on an immediate divorce.

* Most people don't realize that in 1938, Time magazine 
featured Adolph Hitler on the cover as its Man of the Year.

* Removing one's wedding ring is considered to be a no-
no by many. However, one superstition holds that doing 
so is perfectly acceptable -- as long as the ring is being 
used to ward off a witch.

* Ever wonder why magazine publisher Hugh Hefner 
chose a rabbit as the symbol of his Playboy magazine? 
Evidently, when the mogul was a small boy one of his 
treasured possessions was a blanket with bunnies all 
over it.
***
Thought for the Day: "I myself have never been able 
to find out precisely what feminism is: I only know that 
people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments 
that differentiate me from a doormat." -- Rebecca West, 
author and journalist

1. ANATOMY: What are the four lobes of 
the cerebral cortex?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which 
month is Black History Month?
3. LITERATURE: Which early American 

author wrote the "The Scarlet Letter"?
4. CHEMISTRY: Which element is represented by the designation 
Cl?
5. MEASUREMENTS: How long is a lunar month?
6. SCIENCE: What is the most abundant metal in the Earth's crust?
7. MUSIC: Who wrote thee 1962 song "The Loco-Motion"?
8. GEOGRAPHY: Which country is home of Great Bear Lake?
9. U.S. STATES: Which state claims to be the "birthplace of avia-
tion"?
10. BUSINESS: What law requires banks to disclose the interest 
rates on loans?

Answers
1. Frontal lobe, parietal lobe, 
occipital lobe and temporal lobe 
2. February
3. Nathaniel Hawthorne
4. Chlorine
5. 29.5 days
6. Aluminium
7. Gerry Goffin and Carole King
8. Canada
9. Ohio
10. Truth in Lending Act

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ANIME
Continued from Page 3

MEET AND GREET: A fan speaks with a local author during the Grand 
Prairie Author's Expo. /Photo by Matt Hirst.

SKYBALL
Continued from Page 2

Now accepting Cigna 
PPO insurance!
Dr. Vanessa Williams

2820 North O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062

972-594-4888
www.mydfwdentist.com

By Matt Hirst
Local authors were en-

couraged to share their pub-
lished works with the com-
munity during the Grand 
Prairie Public Libraries’ 2nd 
annual Author’s Expo on 
Saturday, Nov. 17. Beside 
the book signings, readings, 
and insider book talks, there 
was an abundance of en-
tertainment available with 
food trucks, raffles, face 
painting, and even mini-
horse rides.

“We have a whole bunch 
of authors who are local, 
who all wanted to hold 
their individual events, but 
we couldn’t accommodate 
everybody. So I was like, 
‘Why not just toss them all 
together in one big show-
room-style thing?’” said 
Aerial Hobson, outreach co-
ordinator for Grand Prairie 
Public Libraries. “Last year 
there was some trial and er-
ror. Then this year, I kind of 
let them steer the show.

“The hope is that it will 

ers over their shared love of 
anime. 

“I feel like there’s a cul-
ture behind [anime],” Rive-
ra said. “Most cartoons are 
just cartoons, you can take 
it or leave it. But there’s an 
actual community behind 
anime, it’s all about togeth-
erness. Personally, I love 
how it can be so silly and 
endearing. Anime charac-
ters express their feelings in 
a way you don’t really see in 
American media or Western 
media. I feel like people can 
kind of connect to that and 
replicate it in real life, and 
that’s where the community 
comes from.”

Anime, which is the Japa-
nese word for “cartoon,” dif-
fers greatly from traditional 
America cartoons, both 
in style and often in tone. 
Loredo said what makes an-
ime so different are both the 
culture anime comes from 
and the stories it can tell.

“While we are accepting 
of certain things, Japan has 
their own set of cultural ex-

pectations,” Loredo said. 
“They can tell a different 
story, and the story’s always 
going to be interesting. It’s 
a story you’re not going to 
find with traditional ani-
mation or even traditional 
media here in the United 
States.”

Loredo added a common 
misconception people make 
about anime is that anime 
contains just one genre. 
However, just like with 
movies and TV shows, an-
ime covers a wide range of 
sub-genres, from dark fan-
tasy dramas to light-hearted 
high school comedies.

“Anime just isn’t a genre 
in and of itself,” Loredo 
said. “There’s all of these 
sub-genres, there’s mecha 
and sci-fi, there’s fantasy, 
there’s adventure. There’s 
just so much of a variety to 
anime. Most fans have one 
sub-genre they love most. 
Some people are really into 
the slice-of-life anime, while 
others are just really into 
fighting anime or some-

about an airline. A huge 
group of people are here to 
give themselves and give 
money to organizations that 
need help. They come back 
and help the veterans. I 
think it is fantastic.”

Rascon was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions during the Vietnam 
War. During a battle, Ras-
con raced to a wounded 
comrade and placed himself 
between enemy fire and the 
other soldier dragging him 
to a safe location.

“My medal was given 
to me by being at the right 
place at the right time,” Ras-
con said. “During a battle at 
Vietnam, I was a medic and 
took care of those who were 

dying.”
Prisoner of War in Viet-

nam for 5 ½ years, Thomas 
Kirk, appreciates the event 
for it honoring the military.

“Skyball is important to 
me, because it recognizes 
service to the country.” Kirk 
said. “The men go off in their 
uniforms, and they don’t 
know how long they will 
be gone. They don’t make 
much money and many of 
them suffer wounds. Sky-
ball is a wonderful thing, 
because it recognizes the 
service that these guys give 
to their country that many 
people really don’t under-
stand.

“Skyball is there to help 
them when they need it, 

to make their lives a little 
better. Skyball is thanking 
them for their service to the 
country.

“Everybody out here in 
some way or another is here 
because they recognize the 
service and the sacrifice of 
our young men and women 
in the military. I believe that 
they believe in their hearts 
that they need to pay them 
back and a good way to do 
that is financially.”

Being a Vietnam veteran, 
Kirk touched on the differ-
ence in soldier homecom-
ings now versus then.

“It was a little different 
with us coming home,” Kirk 
said. “Everybody was so an-

thing with a lot of action. I 
think that’s what draws in a 
lot of people.”

Today, characters from 
classic shows like Dragon 
Ball Z and Sailor Moon have 
become recognizable pop 
culture icons in the states. 
Newer series like Attack on 
Titan and My Hero Aca-
demia are seeing success in 
America. However, anime 
is still seen as a very niche 
interest, and Loredo hopes 
that smaller cons like ANT 
can help bring anime fans 
together.

“We like being small, but 
we definitely want to reach 
out to more attendees and 
more fans,” Loredo said. 
“We really like promoting 
a space where people of all 
cultures and all fandoms 
can have a safe place. This 
is where we can commune 
and experience things with 
other like-minded individ-
uals. Anime is becoming 
less niche, but it’s still niche. 
Sometimes you can’t find a 
lot of people who share your 
interests, but this is a place 
where you can just be com-
fortable in your own skin.”

Grand Prairie hosts Author’s Expo

continue to grow and blos-
som like the ones happening 
in Irving and Denton. We 
open up for authors to ap-
ply in March. They send us 
a synopsis of their book and 
their photo, then a commit-
tee goes through and picks 
people. Next year, there 
will be a table fee which will 
go to fund our Friends of 
the Grand Prairie Library 
scholarship for high school 

seniors and volunteers.”
“My concern is that, as a 

group, and statistics have 
pointed this out, we are not 
as a literate as we should be. 
I’m talking about Latinos, 
Chicanos,” said Richard J. 
Gonzales, author of Raza 
Rising: Chicanos in North 
Texas. “If you don’t have 
that basic understanding of 
reading and writing, you’re 
going to have trouble in all 

your subjects. I don’t care if 
you’re a math whiz, you still 
have to be able to under-
stand and read the basics of 
why you’re doing arithmetic 
and higher level math. The 
first and foremost obstacle 
Latinos need to conquer is 
to master literacy.

“High school retention is 
getting better, but the next 
challenge is keeping them 
in the college, because you 
see so many dropping out 
of college. There’s a lot of 
different reasons for that. 
One is they don’t have the 
money.”

The importance of liter-
acy rates and educational 
amenities to the public can-
not be understated. 

“This is inspiring, because 
my book was actually writ-
ten here in this library.” said 
Tanaya François Wright, 
principal at C4! Enterprise 
and author. “Going through 
some very, very traumatic 
experiences in my life, I ac-
tually persevered through 

them here in this library. 
“I’ve met great people just 

with the expo alone. I’ve 
received a bunch of insight 
about what the process is 
and what the understand-
ing is.

“It’s a beautiful atmo-
sphere, it’s a beautiful en-

vironment, and it does pro-
vide so much for those who 
wouldn’t otherwise have it. 
You can see the individuals 
who walk in here on a dai-
ly basis, and some of them 
don’t have anywhere to go. I 
was that person at one point 
in time.”

ti-war when the war ended 
that our young men and 
women were treated very 
badly when we came home.

“It turns out that the re-
lease of the POWs was one 
of the only good things to 
come out of the end of the 
war. They treated us very 
well and recognized that 
we had been through quite 
a bit. We were treated with 
honor and respect. I talk a 
lot today about recognizing 
the service to your country 
that all branches are doing. 
Those guys and gals are 
willing to pay a price and 
serve this great country.”


