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SPREAD THE JOY: A choir sings holiday tunes during the Irving Arts Center Holiday Open House.  /Photo by Edgar 
Estrada.
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Page 2

GIVING BACK: Cecilia Abbott discusses the importance of philanthropy in 
Texas. /Photo by John Starkey.

Merry Christmas
Irving ISD School Board members!

In loving memory of former Irving ISD  
School Board member Randy Stipes.

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

By Edgar Estrada
The Irving Arts Center 

hosted their annual Holiday 
Open House on Friday, Dec. 

By Tricia Sims
The Irving chapter of 

The Salvation Army host-
ed its annual Super Lunch 
on Tuesday, Dec. 11 to help 
raise funds for community 
programs.

“This is the major fund-
raiser, besides the Red Ket-
tles you see at Christmas 
time, for The Irving Sal-
vation Army,” Carol Boy-
er, chair of the event, said. 
“There are other cities that 
have annual luncheon, but 
they don’t do a live and si-
lent auction like we do.

“The lunch started 26 
years ago at Cowboys Tex-
as Stadium. The Cowboys 
underwrote the event the 
first year they won the Su-
per Bowl, which is why it is 
[called the] Super Lunch. It 
has grown over the years, 
it started off kind of small. 
They had the lunch on the 
Texas Stadium field, then 
as the Cowboys moved out 
of Irving, they continued to 
stay involved. 

“I serve on the Advisory 
Council, and my parents 
are Salvation Army officers, 
so it is near and dear to my 

By Ariel Graham
A group of Grand Prairie 

citizens compiled the larg-
est alcohol petition drive in 
Texas for 2018 and turned it 
in to Grand Prairie City Hall 
on Thursday, Dec. 6.

Over 9,000 people signed 
the petition, which if ap-
proved, will allow a general 
vote for the legal sale of all 

The Salvation Army Super Lunch 
raises funds for community programs

heart.” 
The First Lady of Texas, 

Cecilia Abbott served as the 
keynote speaker. 

“I am so honored to be 
here as we celebrate The 
Salvation Army’s Boys and 
Girls Club and all of the 
lives that have changed in 
this community because of 
your good work,” Abbott 
said. “It is good to see so 
many special 
guests gath-
ered here with 
the holidays 
near.

“As the First 
Lady of Texas, 
my top priority 
is encouraging 
people to give 
back and pro-
vide service 
to their com-
munities. Two 
things I am 
most passionate about are 
Texas and philanthropy.

“Through my travels, 
I’ve met so many individ-
uals, some just eight years 
old and some closer to 88. 
I have met many business-
es and organizations like 

The Salvation Army who 
are so willing to help give 
their time. I’m humbled by 
how a simple human touch 
or a conversation can feed a 
hungry soul.

“I believe we are each 
called to service and that 
service may simply be shar-
ing a warm smile or warm 
meal,” Abbott said. “That 
service may be sharing a few 

extra hours or 
a few extra dol-
lars. But that 
service is such 
a meaningful 
gift. Serving 
those in need is 
so important.

“I have al-
ways said that 
what makes 
Texas truly 
special is the 
people,” Ab-
bott said. “Tex-

ans are generous by nature 
and that compassion is the 
foundation of our success. 

“We can count the num-
ber boys and girls served in 
after school clubs or sum-
mer camps, the number of 
volunteer hours donated or 

Holiday Open House starts 
season with art and cookies

GP citizens submit largest 
alcohol petition drive

7. This year’s theme was 
“Celebrating the Lone Star 
Christmas.”

The free event featured 
theatrical performances 
from local dance compa-
nies, musical performances 
from the Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra, the Irving Cho-
rale and the Merrie Olde 
Players.

The Grammy-award 
winning country-western 
group, Riders in the Sky, 
closed the evening’s festiv-
ities with a concert. Their 
performance was free, but 
only a limited number of 
tickets were available on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis.

Jeff Mues, an event orga-
nizer, feels it is important 
for the Irving Arts Center to 
host free events for the com-
munity.

“We believe in offering 
something for everyone,” 
Mues said. “We like to show 
off the Arts Center with free 
events that appeal to the 
youngest and the oldest, 
and this is the biggest and 
best way.”

Drawings and 3-D sculp-
tures created by students 
across the Irving ISD deco-
rated the Main Gallery. 

“Seeing several folks, 

parents and grandparents, 
posing, and their kids show-
ing off their work and orna-
ments is special,” Mues said.

Natalie Banda, moth-
er of Isabella a student at 
Thomas Haley Elementary 
School, was excited to see 
her daughter’s artwork on 
display.

“It was amazing,” Ban-
da said. “This is the second 
time coming here to see her 
art work.”

Isabella’s sculpture was 
made of entirely construc-
tion paper with ten strips of 
red paper placed in arches 
clock-wise on a green base, 
like a Bundt cake. The 
arches were topped with 
Lone-Star themed shapes, 
including a cowboy boot 
and a cowboy hat.

Of 18 classmates who cre-
ated art for the event, only 
Isabella’s was on display.

For Banda events like this 
bring her family together.

“I think it’s great to have 
family activities,” Banda 
said. “Get together, have 
some cookies and enjoy the 
art work.”

Betty McPhail, original-
ly from West Virginia has 

alcoholic beverages, includ-
ing mixed beverages, in the 
City of Grand Prairie. A sim-
ilar petition drive is being 
conducted in Irving, but has 
not yet been submitted.

The City of Grand Prai-
rie lies within four different 
Texas counties, with the 
majority of its residents liv-
ing in either Dallas County 

or Tarrant County. In 1985, 
voters in Dallas County Jus-
tice Precinct 6 approved the 
sale of mixed beverages in 
bars and restaurants. But 
voters in Tarrant County 
did not have the opportu-
nity to vote on the issue, so 

"The boys and 
girls you help 
today are the 

difference makers of 
tomorrow."

-Cecilia Abbott

First Lady of Texas

the number of angel tree 
gifts, what we may never 
know is the number of lives 
you have changed and the 
number of lives that you 
have saved by simply by 
giving of yourself. The boys 
and girls you help today are 
the difference makers of to-
morrow.”

During the luncheon a 
member of the Irving Girls 
and Boys group, Levi, spoke 
to the audience about be-
lieving in the children in the 
youth program.

“I think it is important 
to share, because my story 
can help other people,” Levi 
said. “It can inspire other 
people to donate. It is just 
helping goodwill spread.

“My parents have been 
Salvation Army officers 
pretty much my whole life, 
so I have been in The Salva-
tion Army since I was born. 

“Today has been great 
and really fun. I have talk-
ed to a lot of people and 
witnessed people spending 
a lot of money. It has been 

cool watching people do-
nate.”

Irving fourth grader 
Grace G. won a statewide 
competition for the Boys 
and Girls Club and was pre-
sented the Junior Youth of 
the Year Award during the 

Super Lunch. 
“It was great to have 

Grace win Texas Youth of 
the Year this year,” Boyer 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Greater Dallas (BBBS) 
and several representa-
tives from local police de-
partments gathered for a 
trophy announcement and 
presentation to the winner 
of the Battle of the Badges 
contest. 

Irving Police Chief, Jeff 
Spivey, took to social me-
dia on Sept. 1 and chal-
lenged several police chiefs 
and community leaders 
to mentor in the Bigs in 
Blue initiative through Big 
Brothers Big Sisters. Sev-
eral accepted the challenge 
including Mesquite Police 
Chief Cato and Lieutenant 
Wes Talley, Lancaster City 
Manager and Fire Chief 
Ken Johnson and Opal 
Mauldin-Jones, and Grand 
Priaire Police Department’s 
Public Information Officer, 
Chelsea Kretz. 

The Irving Police Depart-
ment took first place, and 
the trophy home record-
ing 8 Bigs in Blue Matches 
made during the Battle of 
the Badges. In total, the Ir-
ving Police Department has 
22 Bigs in Blue, the greatest 
number of Bigs in Blue at 
a single department in the 
Greater Dallas Community. 

“It’s fun to compete 
against one another,” said 
Jeff Spivey, Irving Chief of 
Police. “Especially with all 
of the things we did on so-
cial media. I think it drove 
attention to what were re-
ally in this for – to help the 

FORT WORTH, Texas -- 
American Airlines donated 
$500,000 to Stand Up To 
Cancer (SU2C) on Giving 
Tuesday, Nov. 27, in recog-
nition of the generosity of its 
customers.

“In the spirit of Giving 
Tuesday and inspired by the 
generosity of our AAdvan-
tage members’ donations, 

said. “She is so cute.” 
“I’m super proud of her, 

more than words can de-
scribe,” Griselda, Grace’s 
mother, said. “She’s the 
third, we have four kids to-
tal, and she shines just as 
bright as the others. I have 
a good bunch.”

Bonnie Kelly, founder 
of The Salvation Army’s 
Women’s Auxiliary in Ir-
ving, received the Robert 
Power Award for outstand-
ing service.

“I was overwhelmed and 
shocked,” Bonnie Kelly said. 
“I had no idea. 

“The Salvation Army is 
easy to believe in because of 
how it touches children. 

“It is better to wear out, 
than to rust out. That’s 
what I always say, ‘Girls it 
is better to wear out doing 
something, let’s not just sit 
around rusting out.’ I am 
very proud of the ladies who 
work so hard with us.”

AWARDS: (ABOVE) Grace receives the Junior Youth of the Year Award 
from the Boys and Girls Club.

(BELOW) Bonnie Kelly is honored with the Robert Power Award for 
outstanding service.
/Photos by John Starkey.

Chief Spivey, Irving Police Department take the trophy
youth in our communities. 
We’re really in this to get 
men and women plugged in 
to mentor the youth in our 
communities  

Nathan Diaz, Lancaster 
Batallion Chief, took 2nd 
place, recording 6 Bigs in 
Blue Matches made during 
the Battle, including City 
Manager, Opal Maul-
din-Jones, and the Lancast-
er Fire Chief, Ken Johnson.

“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
my experience with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters,” said 
Nathan Diaz, Batallion 
Chief, City of Lancaster. 
“My Match and I have had 
many great times together. 
The City of Lancaster looks 
forward to continue grow-
ing the number of matches 
made with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters.” 

During this round of 
the Battle, 23 Bigs in Blue 
Matches were made. Since 
March 2017, 94 Bigs in 
Blue matches have been 

made through Big Brothers 
Big Sisters Greater Dallas. 
There have been 1,090 total 
Bigs in Blue matches made 
across the country, and 82 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
agencies are participating 
in the Bigs in Blue initiative. 
These numbers are growing 
daily. 

“Many of our precious 
kiddos have parent(s) who 
are incarcerated,” said Bill 
Chinn, market president, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Greater Dallas. “When one 
of those kiddos matches to 
an officer and subsequent-
ly picks a career in law en-
forcement, society sees a 
huge swing in trajectory of 
someone statistically likely 
to be incarcerated them-
selves become a protector of 
society.” 

The Battle of the Badges 
is a seasonal challenge and 
will continue growth and 
expansion into additional 
agencies and municipalities 

across the Greater Dallas 
community. With each bat-
tle, the department, agency, 

or municipality with the 
greatest number of individ-
uals to sign up to be a Big 

will win the rotating trophy. 
SOURCE BBBS Greater Dallas 

American Airlines donates to fight cancer 
American is proud to do-
nate half a million dollars to 
Stand Up To Cancer,” said 
Janelle Anderson, vice pres-
ident of global marketing 
for American. “There is so 
much we have to be grate-
ful for this year, but this is 
a good reminder that thou-
sands of American’s team 
members and customers 
have been impacted by can-
cer. We hope to do our part 
in lightening their load. One 
hundred percent of these 
funds will support Stand Up 
To Cancer’s research pro-
grams in an effort to make 
all cancer patients long-
term survivors.”

As part of the giving 
campaign, American asked 
people on the streets of Los 
Angeles entertaining trivia 
questions and filmed their 
responses under the comic 
guise that correct answers 
would trigger donations to 
SU2C ranging from $5,000 
to $50,000.

American has been col-
laborating with SU2C since 
2016, and just this year, 
the airline unveiled a cus-
tom-wrapped Airbus A321T 

aircraft as part of its 2018 
campaign. The graphic was 
more than 50 feet long and 
featured SU2C researchers 
and scientific advisor Dr. 
Phillip Sharp, as well as four 
cancer-surviving American 
Airlines team members. 
Additionally, nearly 100 
American team members, 
every one of whom has 
been personally affected 
by cancer, joined together 
to dance in American’s Los 
Angeles International Air-
port maintenance hangar 
for the filming of a special 
music video for the SU2C 
telecast.

“We are so grateful 
that American Airlines is 
standing up yet again for 
cancer patients by sup-
porting Stand Up To Can-
cer’s groundbreaking re-
search,” said Sue Schwartz, 
Co-founder of Stand Up 
To Cancer. “On Giving 
Tuesday, like every other 
day of the year, more than 
4,750 Americans will be 
diagnosed with cancer, so 
it’s gratifying to know that 
American Airlines shares 
our sense of urgency to ac-

celerate the pace of cancer 
research and get new treat-
ments to patients quickly.” 

American is proud to 
work with SU2C and ad-
vance its mission to raise 
funds to increase the pace 
of cutting-edge translation-
al research that can get new 
therapies to patients quickly 
and save lives now. Every 
dollar raised through Miles 

to Stand Up helps bring 
innovative treatments to 
patients and fund ground-
breaking research.

Visit aa.com/standup to 
learn more about American 
and Stand Up To Cancer’s 
unique collaboration.

SOURCE American 
Airlines Group
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Purrscilla
Ahhh....they woke me up for this? My name is Purrscilla and 
am I not the most beautiful and regal looking girl against my 
very purple blanket? They gave me this when I got here and 
I'm so glad. It's soft and pretty and I would really like one in my 
new home. And don't forget I like to play too and really want my 
family to love me and pay attention to me too. Can you come by 
and visit me when you can? 

Bailey
Hi there, I'm Bailey! Now, you may think I look 
worried most of the time because of the wrinkles 
around my face! I'm not though. I'm a quiet girl 
who loves to be loved. If you let me, I'll snuggle up 
in your lap or, if you hold me, I'll nuzzle into your 
neck. I'm about 3 years old and I love people so 
much! You should really come spend some time 
with me and see just how wonderful I am! 

Call today about the inexpensive advertising rates 
in the Rambler! 972-870-1992

Shrek The Musical 
December 13-15, 7 p.m.
Join the Irving High School Fine 
Arts department as it presents 
Shrek The Musical in the Irving 
High School auditorium. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $7 for 
students/seniors and can be 
purchased at the door.

Silver Christmas
December 14, 7 p.m.
During this Christmas season, 
the Irving Silvertones, under the 
direction of Woody Schober and 
accompanied by Jerilyn Cook, 
will be performing a “SILVER 
CHRISTMAS” concert. This con-
cert is FREE and is open to the 
public. The concert will begin 
at 7:00 pm at the Pioneer Drive 
Baptist Church, located at 4034 
W. Pioneer Drive, Irving, Texas. 

Holiday of Color
December 15. 7:30 p.m.
The Las Colinas Symphony Or-

chestra and Music Director Robert 
Carter Austin continue their 2018-
2019 “Symphonic Kaleidoscope” 
season at the Irving Arts Center 
(Carpenter Hall), Irving, TX.
The holiday concert is a perennial 
family favorite. Continuing our 
color-inspired season, the program 
will feature holiday favorites like Ir-
ving Berlin’s “White Christmas” and 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer”. In addition, the LCSO will 
be performing Vaughan Williams’ 
“Fantasia on Greensleeves”, a 
beautiful standard in the orchestral 
repertoire. Of course, the program 
includes the ever-popular carol 
sing-a-long and more! 

Jingle Bell Bash
December 15, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The City of Grand Prairie Rede-
velopment Task Force is excited to 
host “Jingle Bell Bash,” a sip-and-
shop event in Downtown Grand 
Prairie. For $10, participants will 

enjoy a twist on holiday drinks 
while shopping for goodies from lo-
cal Dallas-Fort Worth businesses. 
Participants will meet at Subway, 
121 E. Main St., where they can 
purchase a holiday mug and snap 
a few selfies at the new purple “Te 
Amo Wall.” They will then make 
their way through downtown to 
enjoy mimosas, hot apple cider, 
poinsettias and a hot chocolate 
bar at various locations. Guests 
21 years old and over will have the 
option to spike their holiday drinks. 

Exam Cram
December 17 –20, 
6  – 9 p.m.
There will be additional exam 
programming at the Cozby Li-
brary. The meeting rooms will be 
open for additional study space. 
A different stress relief activity will 
be available each day, including 
coloring sheets, miniature Zen 
gardens, bubble wrap popping, 
and cartoons. 

AUSTIN – Texas Agri-
culture Commissioner Sid 
Miller called on Congress to 

The sharp appearance 
of Nimitz High School 
JROTC cadets was rivaled 
only by their marching and 
performance as U.S. Navy 
Commander Mike Hale 
conducted an official mili-
tary inspection earlier this 
month. 

Every other year, repre-
sentatives of the U.S. Navy 
conduct an inspection of the 

Texas AG Commissioner calls for lift of 
restrictions on industrial hemp production

lift the almost century-old 
federal ban on hemp pro-
duction in the United States. 

The provision is included in 
the new 2018 Farm Bill be-
fore Congress. 

Hemp is the non-narcotic 
cousin of marijuana and the 
source of a sturdy fiber and 
CBD oil, a substance widely 
used for therapeutic pur-
poses such as treating med-
ical conditions like seizures.

“This is all about taking 
the shackles off the Ameri-
can farmer,” Commissioner 
Miller said. “It is time to fi-
nally end the ban on indus-
trial hemp and free Texas 
farmers to produce this 
valuable commodity. In to-
day’s economy, our farmers 
need maximum flexibility 
to diversify their produc-
tion and thrive. When our 
farmers do well, they can 
provide for their families, 
grow our rural communi-
ties and ensure we have the 
food, clothing and medicine 
we all need.”

The push to end the ban 
on industrial hemp produc-
tion has gained widespread 
support from Republicans 
and was added to the Re-
publican Party of Texas 
platform earlier this year.

Hemp is a variety of the 
cannabis plant that contains 
less than 0.3 percent tetra-
hydrocannabinol (THC), 
the psychoactive ingredi-
ent in marijuana. Grown in 
the U.S. since the time of 
George Washington, hemp 
is now seen as a potential 
cash crop with uses that 
include biofuels, medi-
cine, construction and tex-
tiles. The fibrous plant was 
banned in 1937 and again 
in 1970 in an effort to curb 
access to marijuana. Posses-
sion and use of marijuana is 
still illegal under federal law 

and will not be affected by 
lifting restrictions on hemp 
production.

“Let’s be clear: This is 
not the backdoor to legaliz-
ing marijuana,” Miller said. 
“Hate to break it to the pot-
heads, but marijuana is still 
illegal in Texas and under 
federal law. Ending the ban 
on hemp won’t change that. 
This is about giving farm-
ers another opportunity to 
thrive.”

The long-awaited Farm 
Bill (S.3042 Agriculture 
Improvement Act of 2018) 
has been years in the mak-
ing and is expected to be 
brought up for a vote in 
Congress sometime next 
week.

SOURCE Office of the Texas
 Agriculture Commissioner

Nimitz JROTC excels in 
military inspection

school’s JROTC program to 
ensure cadets and instruc-
tors meets the standards 
of the military branch. The 
inspection consists of a per-
sonnel inspection, platoon 
marching, pass-in-review, 
armed and unarmed drill 
team performance, color 
guard, command brief, ac-
ademic inspection and a re-
view of unit records and in-

ventories. At the end of the 
school year, the evaluation 
is reviewed to determine 
if the program is awarded 
the Distinguished Unit with 
Academic Excellence des-
ignation, which the Nimitz 
program has maintained for 
the last five years.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Arlington, Texas – The 
US Department of Trans-
portation ruled in Novem-
ber that the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area’s recently ad-
opted Metropolitan Trans-
portation Plan complies 
with federal air quality reg-
ulations, allowing current 
and future transportation 
projects to proceed. 

State Highway 199, LBJ 
East, Interstate Highway 
20/IH 820/US Highway 
287 (the Southeast Con-
nector) and transit on the 
Cotton Belt rail corridor 
are a few examples of proj-
ects where development 
and implementation may 
continue, providing needed 
congestion relief and asso-
ciated air quality benefits 
in the rapidly growing re-
gion. The US Highway 380 
corridor will also be studied 
to determine the best way 
to accommodate east-west 

DFW transportation-AQ 
balance gets approval

travel in fast-growing Collin 
and Denton counties. 

Mobility 2045: The Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Plan for North Central Tex-
as contains $136.4 billion 
in transportation improve-
ments to be made over the 
next 20-plus years. The 
Regional Transportation 
Council (RTC) approved the 
plan in June 2018. The plan 
allocates $17.5 billion more 
expenditures than Mobility 
2040, which the new plan 
replaces. 

The 2019-2022 Trans-
portation Improvement 
Program (TIP) may also 
proceed, according to the 
Department of Transpor-
tation. The TIP is a multi-
year list of projects in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area ap-
proved for federal, State and 
local funding. The program 
identifies roadway and tran-
sit projects programed for 

construction within the next 
four years. 

As the metropolitan 
planning organization for 
the 12-county Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, the RTC devel-
ops and implements trans-
portation policies, projects 
and programs designed to 
improve mobility and air 
quality.

The region’s long- and 
short-range transportation 
plans must comply with fed-
eral air quality regulations 
as 10 Dallas-Fort Worth 
area counties – Collin, Dal-
las, Denton, Ellis, Johnson, 
Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, 
Tarrant and Wise – are in 
nonattainment for ozone 
pollution. 

RTC efforts have helped 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
improve air quality by re-
ducing nitrogen oxides and 
volatile organic compounds.

Mobility 2045 not only 
uses a multimodal ap-
proach; it provides a sub-
stantial investment in the 
maintenance of existing 
infrastructure to serve the 
growing population. 

Planned Improvements:
Freeways, tollways, ar-

terials and HOV/managed 
lanes: $53.6 billion

Infrastructure mainte-
nance: $36.8 billion

Rail and bus: $33.3 bil-
lion

Management and opera-
tions: $9.5 billion

Growth, development 
and land-use strategies: 
$3.2 billion.

For more information on 
Mobility 2045, visit www.
nctcog.org/mobility2045.

SOURCE North Central Texas 
Council of Governments
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LEGAL

Place your loved ones 
obituaries 

in the Rambler
Call (972) 870-1992 

for more details

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in: 

Editing, Writing, and Photography

For more information call
 972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

EMPLOYMENT

PETITION
Continued from Page 1

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Jeffery Alexander Mathena Feb. 4, 1989 – Dec. 4, 2018 
Chess Hall Aug. 10, 1935 – Dec. 5, 2018 

Beverly M. Hallberg May 5, 1944 – Dec. 5, 2018
Michael Boylson Dec. 17, 1946 – Dec. 8, 2018

Bob Spinks Nov. 12, 1927 – Dec. 9, 2018
Dorothy Ann Puder Aug. 11, 1937 – Dec. 9, 2018 

Frances Samples King April 30, 1934 – Dec. 11, 2018
Timothy Shawn Hightower Feb. 3, 1959 – Dec. 11, 2018

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Johnetta Courtney Jan. 20, 1942 – Dec. 5, 2018

Rambler Newspapers are available at:                                         

7-Eleven  

Walgreens  

  Valero  

Dollar General

Kroger  

Quicktrip  RacTrac  

Linnie Neil Benson 
Smith, affectionately known 
as Winn was born on June 
16, 1930 to the parentage of 
Tyree and Realen Holmes in 
Centerville, Texas.

She attended School in 
Centerville, Texas. During 
her high school years she 
was crowned the Queen of 
the school, which she wore 
the crown proudly.

She met and married Mr. 
Oklie William Smith, and 
to this union three children 
were born; Linda, Wayne 
and Larry. They moved to 
Dallas in 1958. In 1959 she 
became a member of the 
Greater El Bethel Misso-
nary Baptist Church, under 
the leadership of Rev. F. 
D. Davis. She served as an 
Usher on the Usher Board 
#1. She also served as an a 
Mother of the church until 

her health began to fail.
Mother Linnie started her 

career at Neiman Marcus 
and retired in 1995 after 23 
years of service. After re-
tirement she worked at the 
American Airline Center in 
the Wardrobe Department 
for 10 years.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Tyree 
and Realen Holmes, hus-
band Oklie William Smith, 
three sisters, Sanarch Wil-
liams, Bernice Williams 
and Elmira Davis, and one 
brother Eural Benson.

She leaves to mourn one 
daughter, Linda Smith, two 
sons, Wayne Smith and 
Larry Smith. Seven grand-
children, Anthony, Sharon, 
Derrick, Brain Keith, Court-
ney, Keagan, and Montasia. 
Eight great grandchildren, 
Ellasia, Makaela, Timothy, 
Sierra, Skyler, Delaney, 
Ky’Rielle and Paisley. One 
great great granddaughter, 
Amour. Sister-in-law, Vel-
ma Jean Benson. Special 
cousins, Betty Jean Palmer 
and Flauzell Murphy. Spe-
cial friends, Connie Ander-
son, Delois Gould, Fannie 
Horn, Etta Rainbolt, Helen 
Theus, Nettie Randall, and 
Maudrie Crabtree. A host 
of nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

LINNIE NEIL BENSON SMITH, 88

Davis, Johnny Ray (J. 
D.) a long time resident of 
Peeltown, Texas passed 
away in November 2018 at 
his home in Peeltown.  He 
was born on February 23, 
1944 in Dallas, Texas.  He 
struggled with failing health 
in his later years.  Prior to 
his retirement, he worked 
as an exceptional tool and 
dye maker and was a skilled 
marksman, hunter, fisher-
man and gardener, as well 

as an excellent chef.  He 
also mentored and taught 
family and friends many 
great life lessons.  Preced-
ed in death by father Leon 
Alvin Davis, Sr. and mother 
Hettie Lee Davis; he is sur-
vived by his wife of 40 years, 
Mary Liddell Davis, chil-
dren Shannon Lee Rose-
berry and husband Daniel 
of Trophy Club, Son John-
ny Davis, Jr. of Pittsburg, 
brother Leon A. Davis, Jr. 
and wife Peggy of Denton, 
Sister Wilma Loraine Mur-
phree and husband Roger 
of Plano, granddaughters 
Kelly Roseberry of Tyler, 
Karen Roseberry of Tro-
phy Club, and Ava Davis of 
Pittsburg.  Memorial ser-
vices will be held at 10:00 
AM, Wednesday, Decem-
ber 19th at Brown Memo-
rial Funeral Home 707 N. 
MacArthur Blvd., Irving 
(972) 254-4242.

DAVIS, JOHNNY RAY (J. D.), 74

CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

PRIMARY DEPOSITORY BANK SERVICES

The City of Irving, Texas is soliciting sealed applications from 
eligible and qualified financial institutions with a physical location 
within the City’s municipal boundaries to provide primary 
Depository Bank Services.  Sealed applications will be accepted 
until 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 16, 2019, submitted to City 
of Irving, Attention: Darlene Humphries, Purchasing Manager, 835 
West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060, with applications to 
be opened at 3:00 p.m. on this date at this location. 

All prospective applicants are encouraged to attend a non-
mandatory pre-application conference on Thursday, December 20, 
2018 at 11:00 a.m. at the First Floor Council Conference Room 
of City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060.  
The Request for Application (RFA) may be downloaded from the 
City’s e-procurement website at https://cityofirving.ionwave.net.  
Questions regarding the RFA should be submitted online through 
the e-procurement website.  The award of the Depository Bank 
Services contract is scheduled for consideration by the City Council 
at its regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, April 18, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving 
Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060.

bars and restaurants sell-
ing mixed beverages were 
required to be operated as 
“private clubs.”

John Hatch, president of 
Texas Petition Strategies, 
explained this petition was 
created mainly to assist 
those restaurants currently 
classified as private clubs.

“Everyone thinks of wet 
and dry, but in Texas we 
are wet, dry and damp,” 
Hatch said. “Grand Prairie 
was lucky enough to have a 
whole hodge-podge of wet, 
dry, damp. On the Tarrant 
County side, the issue is 
four restaurants built in ar-
eas that had never held an 
election for on premise [al-
cohol] sales, so they’re [op-
erated as] private clubs. The 
reason we decided to go for 
the full wet version was to 
help those restaurants.”

The four restaurants af-
fected are The Oasis Marina 
& Restaurant on Joe Pool 
Lake, Crazee Crab, On The 
Border, and Chili’s on Camp 
Wisdom Road. Don Walker, 
owner of The Oasis, spoke 
about the difficulties of op-
erating his business as a pri-
vate club.

“I am one of the instiga-
tors [of this petition] be-
cause it is so difficult to run 
a private club, especially 
if you’re doing a high vol-
ume,” Walker said. “You 

have to sign everyone up 
who drinks every time they 
come in. In addition, the 
bookkeeping is horrendous 
and really, really costly. 
But this will make us more 
competitive with the other 
restaurants that don’t have 
to do that.”

Now that the petition had 
been submitted, the next 
step will be verifying the 
signatures on the petition 
to make sure those citizens 
who signed are registered 
voters. The petition requires 
at least 8,400 legitimate sig-
natures to be approved, ac-
cording to John Hatch.

“The City of Grand Prairie 
is acting in their ministerial 
duties on behalf of the state 
of Texas,” Hatch said. “This 
is state law, but the City of 
Grand Prairie, the way the 
law works is the petition has 
to be done in three jurisdic-
tions: county-wide, justice 
precinct and city limits. If 
this had been a county-wide 
or justice precinct, the 
county would have issued 
the petition and verified the 
signatures. The law changed 
in 2002, so cities have to 
verify their own petitions, 
not the county.

“State law gives them 30 
days to verify the signa-
tures, and then at the coun-
cil meeting after the 30th day 
has expired will be when the 
petition will be presented 
to the council. We’ll either 
have enough [signatures] 
or we won’t. If there are 
enough signatures, the 
council will have to vote on 
it.”

Don Walker hopes the 
petition will help not only 
the current restaurants in 
the area, but also entice 
new restaurants to come to 
Grand Prairie.

“This will open that whole 
dry area up to new restau-
rants, because new restau-
rants will not come unless 
they have alcohol,” Walker 
said. “This is really going to 
open up the development 
in that part of Grand Prai-
rie, and the revenue from 
these package stores would 
be substantial. I think it’s a 
win-win for everybody.”

Students at Singley Acad-
emy enjoyed a special treat 
the week before Thanksgiv-
ing Break. High School Na-
tion, an organization ded-
icated to helping schools 
advance in music, arts and 
sports, made a pit stop at 
the school, transforming 
the front lawn of Singley 
into a makeshift festival. 
There were concerts, food, 

High School Nation 
makes pit stop at 
Singley Acdemy

 Coppell residents should 
expect a continued increase 
in air traffic and noise as 
the Dallas Fort Worth In-
ternational Airport’s run-
way 17C/35C remains closed 
for rehabilitation. The run-
way rehabilitation project 
included a partial closure 
from late May to early Au-
gust 2018 and a full closure 
that began in August. 

The airport initially pro-
jected that the runway 
would reopen in mid-No-
vember, but, due to weather 

DFW runway re-opening delayed
and unforeseen site condi-
tions, the closure has been 
extended. While significant 
progress has been made, 
it is now projected that 
the runway will reopen for 
day use in February 2019, 
contingent upon weather. 
While the runway will be 
open during the day, it will 
continue to close nightly un-
til all of the construction has 
been completed. 

While DFW Internation-
al Airport’s projections in-
dicated there would be no 

temporary noise impacts 
(as defined by the FAA) over 
Coppell, the increased air 
traffic has resulted in more 
noise over the city. 

During the duration of 
the full closure, Coppell 
residents should expect 
a continued increase in 
aircraft noise. While run-
way 17C/35C is closed, air 
traffic is being diverted 
to runway 17L/35R, and an 
increased number of planes 
are flying above Coppell. 
There is also the potential 
for increased noise between 
10 p.m. and 7 a.m. during 
this phase of the project. 

According to DFW In-
ternational Airport, Run-
way 17C/35C serves as the 
primary arrival runway, 
handling approximately 40 
percent of daily arrivals. 
The runway is more than 30 
years old, and it is in need of 
significant repair. 

The runway rehabilita-
tion project includes:

Replacement of ap-

proximately 6,000 feet of 
the runway

Asphalt resurfacing of the 
entire 13,400-foot length of 
the runway

Rehabilitation of the 
parallel taxiway (this por-
tion will be completed once 
the runway is reopened.)

To date, significant prog-
ress on the runway rehabil-
itation has been made. The 
runway status lights system 
on the east airfield has been 
completed, enabling FAA 
crews to begin testing and 
commissioning, and the 
progress towards the North-
east End Around Taxiway 
is progressing ahead of the 
rehabilitation schedule. The 
pavement work on the run-
way is approximately 80 
percent complete, and the 
runway overlay is approxi-
mately 40 percent complete. 

To file a noise com-
plaint, call 972-973-3192 
or email dfwnoise@dfwair-
port.com.

SOURCE City of Coppell

giveaways and interactive 
lessons on playing instru-
ments, DJing, painting, 
t-shirt design and screen 
printing. Then, as a way of 
helping the programs on 
campus, High School Na-
tion donated musical equip-
ment and art supplies to the 
school.

SOURCE Irving ISD



Page 5December 15, 2018972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their 
information on a monthly basis to insure that the 
Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing 
offers, we will continue to offer other advertising 
opportunities.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on 
Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more 
information

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was New York Times columnist Maureen Dowd 
who made the following sage observation: "The 
minute you settle for less than you deserve, you get 
even less than you settled for."

* A law in Memphis, Tennessee, states that it is illegal 
for a woman to drive a car unless a man walks in front 
of it to warn approaching motorists and pedestrians.

* Martha Stewart got her start in business by catering 
from her home.

* It takes 40 gallons of maple sap to make one gallon 
of the maple syrup you put on your pancakes.

* The Tom Thumb locomotive and Jell-O were 
invented by the same person.

* Ancient Egyptians often were buried with opium, boats and artificial 
limbs for use in the afterlife. And it wasn't unusual to have a model of the 
deceased's home included, as well -- just in case shelter was needed.

* England's Prince Philip was born on a kitchen table in Greece.

* The word "widget" was coined by an American humorist in the 1930s 
and referred to an imaginary gadget or machine. In the 1990s, however, 
widgets moved out of the realm of fiction when the makers of beverage 
cans invented a device that releases carbon dioxide to make foam after 
a can has been opened -- and they named it a "widget."

* In its entire lifetime -- four to six weeks -- a single worker bee produces 
a sum total of about 1.5 teaspoons of honey.

* North Carolina once outlawed cats and dogs fighting with each other.
***
Thought for the Day: "No matter what side of an argument you're on, 
you always find some people on your side that you wish were on the 
other side." -- Jascha Heifetz

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president 
declared that Thanksgiving would be 
celebrated on the last Thursday in 
November?
2. TELEVISION: What was the name 

of Roy Rogers' horse on the TV series?
3. ACRONYMS: Where did the name "jeep" come from?
4. ASTRONOMY: The planet Venus has how many moons?
5. LANGUAGE: What is unusual about the words facetious, 
abstemious and arsenious?
6. FOOD & DRINK: What is foie gras?
7. GEOLOGY: What is the only rock that floats?
8. LITERATURE: In what 19th-century novel is the character of 
Captain Nemo introduced?
9. GEOGRAPHY: What inland U.S. state has the longest 
freshwater coastline?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the birthstone 
associated with the month of June?

Answers
1. Abraham Lincoln
2. Trigger
3. The military, where a "general 
purpose" vehicle was known as a 
GP.
4. None
5. All three words are spelled with 
the vowels in correct order.
6. A pate made of duck or goose 
liver
7. Pumice
8. "Twenty Thousand Leagues 
Under the Sea" 
9. Michigan
10. Pearl

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS READERS' CHOICE 2019 SURVEY

DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you a subscriber/regular reader of Rambler Newspa-
pers?

 Yes   No

Where do you live?

Irving    Coppell

Grand Prairie   Other

How were you informed of this survey?

Print    Online

Social Media   E-mail Blast

How old are you?

Under 18    18-29

30-39    40-49

50-59    60 or older

Household income?

$0 - $19,999   $20,000 - $39,999

$40,000 - $74,999  $75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $124,999  $125,000 - $149,999

$150,000 - $174,999  $175,000 - $199,999

$200,000 and up

READERSHIP
Have you done any of the following in the last 

year as a result of reading an article from Rambler 
Newspapers? 

Discussed an article?    Yes  No

Attended a specific event?   Yes  No

Researched a topic for more information?  Yes  No

Visited a specific store/non-profit?  Yes  No

Referred someone to the Rambler?  Yes  No

Cut out an article or advertisement?  Yes  No

Where do you get your news? 

Rambler Newspapers  Chamber Bulletins

Citizens’ Advocate  City Spectrum

Coppell Gazette   Dallas Morning News

Fort Worth Star Telegram The Burb

Internet Site   Radio

Television   Social Media

Mobile News App  Other Source

What do you like best about 
Rambler Newspapers?

If you’d like to receive notices & information from Ram-
bler Newspapers, please provide your E-mail address be-
low. An email is not require to answer the survey.

AUTOMOTIVE

Favorite Auto Supply Store?

Favorite Car Wash/ Detailer?

Favorite Car Dealership? (new or used)

Favorite Auto Repair Shop?

Favorite Paint/Body Shop?

Favorite Tire Shop?

COMMUNITY
Favorite Local Landmark?

Favorite Local Nonprofit Organization?

Favorite Park/Recreation Center?

EDUCATION

Favorite Charter or Private School?

Favorite College/University/Trade School?

Favorite Public School?

HOME

Favorite Carpet Cleaning Service?

Favorite Carpet/Flooring Installation Service?

Favorite Electrician?

Favorite Exterminator?

Favorite Hardware/Home Improvement Store?

Favorite Heating/Air Conditioning Company?

Favorite Landscaping & Garden Store?

Favorite Paint Store?

Favorite Plumber?

Favorite Real Estate Company?

Favorite Roofing Company?

ENTERTAINMENT

Favorite Golf Course?

Favorite Local Museum?

Favorite Local Arts Organization?

Favorite Movie Theater?

Favorite Entertainment Complex?

FINANCIAL 

Favorite Bank or Credit Union?

Favorite CPA?

Favorite Financial Planner/Advisor?

Favorite Insurance Company?

LIVING

Favorite Apartment/Duplex/Complex Community?

Favorite Assisted Living Center?

Favorite Nursing Facility?

Favorite Retirement/Senior Living Facility?

MEDICAL 
Favorite Chiropractor?

Favorite Dentist?

Favorite Eye Doctor/Eyewear Provider?

Favorite Family Doctor?

Favorite Pediatrician?

Favorite Pharmacy?

Favorite Urgent Care Clinic?

MISC
Business With the Friendliest Service?

Favorite Attorney?

Favorite Day Care?

Favorite Employment/Staffing Agency?

Favorite Photographer?

Favorite Sign/Banner Service?

PETS
Favorite Place to Board Your Pet?

Favorite Grooming Salon?

Favorite Pet Store?

Favorite Veterinarian/Vet Clinic?

RESTAURANT 
Favorite Asian Restaurant?

Favorite Bar/Pub?

Favorite BBQ Restaurant?

Favorite Buffet?

Favorite Caterer?

Favorite Coffee Shop?

Favorite “Date Night” Restaurant?

Best Donuts or Bakery?

Favorite Family Restaurant?

Favorite Fast Food Restaurant?

Favorite French Restaurant?

Best French Fries / Cheese Fries?

Best Frozen Yogurt?

Favorite Greek / Middle Eastern Restaurant?

Best Hamburgers?

Favorite Happy Hour?

Favorite Healthy / Lite / Vegetarian Restaurant?

Favorite “Home Cookin’” Restaurant?

Favorite Ice Cream Shop?

Favorite Indian Restaurant?

Favorite Italian Restaurant?

Favorite Late -Night Restaurant?

Favorite Mexican Restaurant?

Best Pie?

Best Pizza?

Favorite Sandwich / Sub Shop?

Favorite Seafood Restaurant?

Favorite Steakhouse?

Best Wings?

Restaurant with the Best Service?

Restaurant with the Best Value for the Dollar?

SHOPPING
Favorite Antique Store?

Favorite Appliance Store?

Favorite Barber/Hair Salon?

Favorite Beer / Wine Shop?

Favorite Bicycle/Motorcycle Shop?

Favorite Book/Video Store?

Favorite Clothing Store?

Favorite Dollar/Discount Store?

Favorite Dry Cleaners?

Favorite Electronics Store?

Favorite Flower Shop?

Favorite Grocery Store?

Favorite Hobby Shop?

Favorite Jewelry Store?

Favorite Mall/Shopping Center?

Favorite Music Store?

Favorite Nail Salon?

Favorite Office Supply Store?

Favorite Organic Foods Store?

Favorite Shoe Store?

Favorite Specialty Boutique?

Favorite Thrift / Consignment / Re Sale Store?

The Rambler Newspapers Readers’ Choice survey is back!
We are asking our readers and the community to vote for 

their favorite businesses. Let your favorite Irving, Coppell 
and Grand Prairie businesses know you appreciate their 
services by voting for them today. You may complete only 
the categories that are relevant to you, and you may also in-
clude the address if your choice has multiple locations. All 
personal information will be kept private and only used for 
statistical purposes.

The results will be published February 2019 in our annu-
al Readers’ Choice magazine that informs its readers of the 
best and most popular companies in the area. The maga-
zine is inserted into the Rambler Newspaper and is distrib-
uted to various churches and community organizations as a 
reference guide for newcomers. Voting will be open until 5 
p.m. on December 3, 2018

Vote now and let your voice be heard! Send your respons-
es to P.O. Box #177731, Irving TX 75017.
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HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
Continued from Page 1

CHRISTMAS TUNES: Merrie Olde Players preform classic holiday tunes.
 /Photo by Edgar Estrada.

By Ashley Smith
Old Town Coppell hosted 

its third Vintage Christmas, 
encouraging the community 
to come be part of a holiday 
celebration and to support 
local businesses on Satur-
day, Dec. 1. Families were 

lived in Irving for over thirty 
years, and she says Christ-
mas means time with fam-
ily.

“Christmas means you 
have to get together, and it’s 
family,” McPhail said. “You 
don’t have to have presents. 
The present is that you’re 
their together, enjoying 
each other and the occasion. 
But family is the main thing. 
You don’t have to be related. 
Family is everybody. You 
can’t beat that baby doll.”

McPhail thinks free com-
munity events for families 
are important.

“If you don’t do this, what 
is everybody going to do?” 
McPhail said. “How is ev-

erybody going to get togeth-
er?”

McPhail enjoyed watch-
ing the dance performances 
and the musical acts.

“This is wonderful,” 
McPhail said. “I don’t un-
derstand how they can get 
so many cookies.” 

McPhail referred to five 
different tables located 
through the event with trays 
of cookies. Chocolate chip 
cookies, frosted pretzels 
and tree-shaped cinnamon 
cookies.

“I’m so proud that Irving 
has this accommodation for 
people to see orchestras and 
all sorts of acts,” McPhail 
said. 

The Circle Ten Council of 
the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) honored Irving ISD’s 
Department of Signature 
Studies with the William H. 
Spurgeon III Award. The 
Spurgeon Award is present-
ed to programs and indi-
viduals who have made an 
outstanding contribution to 
Exploring - an interactive, 
worksite-based career ed-
ucation program affiliated 
with BSA. 

The team (including from 
left Laina McDonald, Ed.D., 

Volleyball teams from Travis, Crockett and de Zavala 
middle schools won city championships this season. Both 
eighth-grade teams from Travis finished their seasons with 
a perfect 11-0 record to win the eighth-grade A and eighth-
grade B title. 

In seventh-grade competition, Crockett won the A team 
championship, and de Zavala the B team title.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Students enrolled in 
STEM courses – science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics – at any 
college in the Dallas Coun-
ty Community College 
District’s system can now 
co-enroll in Texas A&M 
University’s acclaimed engi-
neering program.

This partnership between 
the Texas A&M Engineer-
ing Academy and DCCCD 
is an innovative method of 
addressing the need to put 
more engineers in the work-
force, said Kevin L. Stewart 
Jr., associate dean of STEM 
at El Centro College.

“We’re trying to create 
an affordable option that 
accelerates the time to a 
degree completion,” Stew-
art said. “We want our stu-
dents to obtain a degree that 
will help them earn a living 
wage. We want to promote 
a track where they can earn 
credits as DCCCD students 
and become part of Texas 
A&M’s College of Engineer-
ing the day they enroll.

“Students can command 
a starting salary ranging 
from $65,000 to $97,000.”

Students can spend up to 
two years taking courses at a 
DCCCD college before they 
transition full time to Texas 
A&M University in College 
Station to complete their 
undergraduate degrees. 

Old Town Coppell hosts Vintage Christmas 

able to enjoy a beautiful day, 
walking along Bethel, Hous-
ton and Main Street from 
business to business to earn 
stamps in an effort to win a 
grand prize.

“The businesses in Old 
Town Coppell wanted to do 

something for the holidays,” 
Mindi Hurley, Coppell’s di-
rector of community devel-
opment, said. “After several 
ideas were thrown around, 
Vintage Christmas was 
formed.” 

The event draws residents 
and visitors to Old Town 
Coppell and gets them in 
the doors of participating 
businesses through some 
type of activity. 

“This event is designed to 
raise awareness of the area 
and the great businesses in 
Old Town Coppell,” Hurley 
said.

A total of 12 businesses 
participated in the vintage 
stroll. Each supporting 
business had an activity or 
treat waiting for visiting 
families; including arts and 
crafts, letters to Santa, 
warm wassail, hot apple ci-
der and cookies. There were 
musical performances as 
carolers from Coppell High 
School and Middle School 
strolled through the street 
in holiday attire. 

“We’ve been at this loca-
tion for five years, and since 

they started this event we’ve 
been doing it every year,” 
Frank Brightwell, Local 
Diner co-owner, said. “It’s 
great to get the people out 
in the community.” 

“We’ve been open one 
year today,” Dana Pugh, 
owner of Tattered Style, 
said. “I love seeing all the 
smiling faces, and it’s a 
great way to let the people 
know about the small busi-
nesses that are here in Old 
Town. Everything in the 
store is handmade or real 
vintage pieces.” 

“Are you a real elf?” sec-
ond grader Madilyn Huey 
asked Santa’s helper as she 
wrote a letter to Santa. 

Matt and Sherilyn Huey 
recently moved to Coppell 
from Tennessee with their 
two daughters Madilyn and 
Olivia. 

“This is a great event, it 
helps us get familiar with 
the area and the kids are 
loving it,” Matt Huey said. 

Santa’s helper, Maxine 
Carrick, is also the daugh-
ter of business owner Sarah 
Carrick, owner of Jacaran-

An elf helps a little one with her crafts. /Photo by Ashley Smith.
HO HO HO: Santa Claus greets people at Coppell's Vintage Christmas. 
/Photo by Ashley Smith.

da. 
Maxine Carrick helped 

her mom last year as the 
shop elf as well. 

“It’s a lot of fun to come 
and be part of the event,” 
Maxine said. “I like working 
with the kids and helping 
them spell words. It’s fun to 

put smiles on their faces.” 
“We’ve been here two 

years and it’s been so great,” 
Sarah said. “Old Town is 
such a fun place to be. We 
focus on local artists and 
handmade items to help 
with small businesses.” 

Signature Studies 
recognized with 
Spurgeon Award

assistant superintendent of 
school leadership for Irving 
ISD; Zack Moore, Signa-
ture Studies coordinator; 
Shawn Blessing, director of 
Signature Studies; Miyo-
sha Guinn, Signature Stud-
ies coordinator; and Ron 
Bragg, Signature Studies 
coordinator) was honored 
at the 5th annual Whitney 
M. Young Jr. & Character 
luncheon Dec. 7 at the Hyatt 
Regency Dallas. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Volleyball 
teams named 

city champions

Texas A&M-Chevron Engineering 
Academy expands to DCCCD schools

Superintendent Brad 
Hunt, along with Austin 
Elementary Principal Lorie 
Squalls and Art Teacher Lisa 
Ricciardelli, surprised fifth 
grade student Uttalika Dut-
ta with the news her art was 
chosen as this year’s Coppell 
IISD Holiday Greeting Card 
on Dec. 3. 

The CISD Holiday Greet-
ing Card competition has 
been a tradition of the dis-
trict for ten years. 

“This is just another way 
which we can showcase our 
student’s incredible talent,” 
Brad Hunt said.

The program is run 
through the art classes at 
each campus. Each cam-
pus art teacher participat-
ing may submit as many as 
five entries, one from each 
grade. Once the artwork has 

This ambitious pathway 
of co-enrollment means stu-
dents can take courses such 
as mathematics and science 
as well as core curriculum 
classes at a DCCCD college, 
study engineering under 
Texas A&M and then join 

the workforce in four years.
“The majority of these 

students will save money be-
cause they can stay at home 
and don’t need a dorm,” 
Stewart said. “They earn 
an associate degree, and we 
don’t lose them. They do 

not have to apply again at 
Texas A&M because they’re 
already enrolled.” 

SOURCE  Dallas County 
Community College District

been submitted, guest judg-
es from around the district 
assist in the selection pro-
cess. As the winner of the 
contest, Dutta’s work will 
be featured as the cover of 
the official district Holiday 
Greeting Card. Three run-
ners-up will also be featured 

on the back of the card. The 
winner also receives a gift 
from the district, several 
cards of their very own to 
send to family and friends, 
and a framed and matted 
version of their artwork.

SOURCE Coppell IISD

Elementary student wins 
CISD’s holiday card contest
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GREETINGS FROM THE NORTH POLE: Mr. and Mrs. Claus spread holiday cheer at Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport during Snowball Express. /Photo  by Mike Flores.

ABOVE: A young boy enjoys time with the band.

BELOW: A family looks forward to the Snowball Express adventure.
/Photos by Mike Flores.

By Mike Flores
The 13th annual Snow-

ball Express made its way 
through the Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Air-
port on Saturday, Dec. 8, 
bringing the magic of the 
Christmas season to fam-
ilies awaiting a trip to Dis-
ney World at Terminal C.

Together, American Air-
lines and the Gary Sinise 
Foundation made it possi-
ble for over 1,700 children 
and family members of 
fallen military personnel to 

Several Irving ISD el-
ementary schools wel-
comed award-winning 
and best-selling children’s 
author, Chris Barton, last 
week. The Austin-based 
writer visited third graders 
at Barton, Brandenburg, 
Britain, Davis and Stipes for 
storytime and conversation. 

To celebrate, schools 
hosted writing contests 
where students created 
original stories based on 
Barton’s book, Shark vs. 
Train. Contest winners 
had the opportunity to meet 
with the author one-on-one 
and each walked away with 
a copy of the book.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Snowball Express takes 1700 families to Disney World
enjoy an all-expense-paid, 
five-day getaway to the 
‘Happiest Place on Earth,’ 
which also served as a heal-
ing experience and holiday 
retreat. Before the Gold Star 
families boarded, the cele-
bration began at the airport 
where a number of super-
heroes, from the Incredible 
Hulk to Captain America 
made an appearance, along 
with Santa Claus and his 
wife. 

Snowball Express start-
ed in Los Angeles in 2006 

when a letter from a fall-
en soldier was published 
in a local newspaper and 
touched the hearts of many. 
The fallen soldier wished to 
ensure his wife kept their 
promise of taking their 
children to Disneyland for 
him. The Gary Sinise Foun-
dation promised to keep 
the soldier’s wish not only 
for his family, but for over 
thousands of families who 
have lost military heroes 
throughout the years. 

Throughout its 
13-year-existence, Snowball 
Express’ goal has grown. 
For instance, after a 44-year 
career as a U.S General, the 
now retired Robin Rand 
wanted to keep growing 
support for the Snowball 
to help children and fami-
lies dealing with great loss. 
Earlier this year, Rand was 
hired as Gary Sinise Foun-
dation’s new chief executive 
officer.  

“We’re carrying out Mr. 
Senise’s vision to give these 
children the opportunity to 
enjoy this special time of the 
year together,” Rand said. 
“This week is all about the 
Gold Star children and fam-
ilies.”

This is the first time in 
Snowball Express’ history 
that Gold Star families will 
travel to Disney World. All 
of the American Airlines 
flight attendants and pilots 
volunteered their time for 
the Snowball Express to put 
other’s happiness in front of 
theirs.

“All of our crew members 
that are helping to fly these 
trips and make these trips 
possible, they’re all volun-
teering,” Ashley Anthony, 
Corporate Communications 
Specialist at American Air-
lines said. “This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to give back 
and to support our military 
and veterans. The Snowball 
Express is all about provid-

ing a healing retreat for our 
Gold Star families – families 
that have experienced a loss 
of a spouse in the military.”

Captain Jim Dees, direc-
tor of flights for American 
Airlines for DFW, was one 
of the American Airlines 
staff members who volun-
teered his time to the Snow-
ball Express. 

“We do so many mili-
tary incentives through the 
years, but this is our favor-
ite,” Dees said.

Brooke Peterson, senior 
communication specialist at 
American Airlines, will ex-
perience the joy of the Gold 
Star families firsthand as 
she traveled with them on 
the flights.

“It’s an incredible hon-
or to show these Gold Star 
families that we remember 
and care for them,” Peter-
son said. “We are proud 
of the work their family 
members have done for the 
nation. For these kids and 
parents, who have lost their 
family members, to come 

together and to be able to be 
relate to one another on a 
level where other kids don’t 
understand is incredible. 
They have this commonality 
that is unfortunate but also 
beautiful for them to be able 
to talk to each other and 
care for one another.”

For Aurora Chuca and 
her two kids, losing their 
father was the hardest thing 
their family has ever had to 

go through. But in their first 
year with Snowball Express, 
they were amazed to see 
how much the communi-
ty shares their sorrow and 
cares for them.

“It’s a mix of emotions,” 
Chuca said. “It’s emotional 
for us, but this means a lot 
to us that there’s so many 
people that do this for all us 
and our children.”

Children’s author inspires 
elementary students

Students, staff and family 
members lined the halls of 

Cardwell celebrates 32nd graduate
Cardwell Career Preparato-
ry Center to celebrate Trevis 

Williams’ graduation. It’s 
a special gesture displayed 

for each Cardwell graduate, 
and so far the school has 
done this 32 times this year. 

“Our students are accom-
plishing things they never 
thought were possible, and 
we should all be proud,” 
Cardwell principal Lesley 
Kelley said.

SOURCE Irving ISD


