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SPREAD THE JOY: Volunteers for Wreaths Across America walk through Oak Grove Memorial Gardens choosing 
where to place their wreaths.  /Photo by Ariel Graham.
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Burnt food caused children and teachers to evacuate Gilbert Elementary briefly on Wed., Dec. 19, just days 
before Winter Break. /Photo by John Starkey.

By Daisy Silos
Christmas came early for 

employees of American Air-
lines as they celebrated the 
annual Holiday in the Han-
gar event at the American 
Airlines C.R. Smith Muse-
um early Saturday morning, 
Dec. 8.

By Edgar Estrada
Santa has magic elves and 

reindeer to help him make 
Christmas deliveries. 

The United States Postal 
Service does not have elves, 
but they do have dedicated 
truck drivers, mail carriers 
and heavy-duty machines 
to process over 30 million 
pieces of mail during their 
peak season.

Larry Wagener, the se-
nior plant manager of the 
North Texas Processing and 
Distribution Center in Cop-

By Ariel Graham
Fallen military personnel, 

veterans and first respond-
ers were honored with 
pride during the 9th annu-
al Wreaths Across America 
memorial ceremony, pre-
sented at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens in Irving on 
Saturday, Dec. 15.

Held every December, the 
event featured performanc-
es by the Irving Silvertones, 
a flag-folding ceremony, 
and representatives from 
each branch of the military 
placing wreaths in honor of 
their fallen comrades. Fol-
lowing the formal ceremo-
ny, attendees placed more 
than 1,500 wreaths on the 
gravesites of fallen military 

Wreaths Across America honors 
fallen military and first responders

American Airlines 
spreads holiday cheer

Over 100 employees filled 
the museum with their fam-
ilies to enjoy this event that 
was put together by the C.R. 
Smith Museum and Ameri-
can Airlines employee busi-
ness resource group, Family 
Matters. 

“We co-organized our 
Holiday in the Hangar 
event with Family Matters, 
because this is our oppor-
tunity to do something sea-
sonal not only for the gen-
eral public, but for the team 
members at American Air-
lines,” executive director of 
the American Airlines C.R. 
Smith Museum, Uli Sailer 
Das said. “This event is our 
way of building a bridge 
into the community by hav-
ing community events that 
engage them with aviation, 
American Airlines, with the 
industry, and just have a fun 
seasonal event.”

Before Holiday in the 
Hangar officially began, 
Family Matters hosted a 
charitable event for the 
community. 

“Each December we have 
an annual Angel Tree event 
before Holiday in the Han-
gar serving close to 300 
children within ten miles 
of the museum,” diversity 
advisor council member for 
Family Matters, Kumarie 
Deokielal, said. “The night 
before we have volunteers 
helping set up and in the 
morning the families come 

and each child gets a gift 
approximately worth $25 
all made possible through 
employee donations.”

Once the Angel Tree 
event is over, Holiday in the 
Hangar begins, which is free 
to families that participated 
in the Angel Tree event, and 
American Airlines employ-
ees and loved ones. Muse-
um visitors could enjoy the 
event with the price of ad-
mission. 

“The main reason we 
have this event is to engage 
with our team members, be-
cause throughout the year, 
our team members support 
us so much,” Deokielal said. 
“We have close to 25,000 
employees within the DFW 
area, so it’s an event for our 
team members to network 
and meet from all over the 
company with their loved 
ones. We make sure to 
broadcast this event to team 
members company-wide, so 
if we have someone in Ra-
leigh who’s coming down 
for the weekend, they can 
come by as well at no cost. 
This is just our way to say 
thank you for supporting 
us year after year by partici-
pating in our events, donat-
ing and volunteering in our 
community.”

Holiday in the Hangar 
was filled with engaging 

personnel and veterans 
to honor their service and 
remember their sacrifice. 
Gary Lee Westerman, fu-
neral director of Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
said Irving is just one of 
many cities all over the 
country that holds this ser-
vice.

“There are about 1,100 
other cemeteries across 
the country that are having 
this same ceremony at the 
same time,” Westerman 
said. “According to the time 
zone you’re in, they’re all 
occurring at the same time, 
because near the begin-
ning, there is a moment of 
silence. In theory, we have 
1,100 cemeteries stopping 

and pausing to remember 
the fallen and those who 
served. This is all about 
honoring veterans; those 
who have fallen, those who 
have served, and those who 
that are on active duty both 
on our soil and abroad.”

Although the primary fo-
cus of the event is military 
personnel and veterans, the 
Irving ceremony also recog-
nizes the men and women 
of the Irving Police and Fire 
departments who have fall-
en in the line of duty.

“We are fortunate here 
that we also have active in-
volvement with the Irving 

Postal service works to 
deliver Christmas mail

pell, says his operation is in 
full-stride this season.

The peak season for the 
postal service falls between 
black Friday and Dec. 25.

“From Nov. 23 to Dec. 
12, we processed 18.3 mil-
lion packages in the DFW 
Metroplex, and 21.5 million 
letters” Waggener said. “We 
are moving millions of piec-
es of mail every day.”

On a regular night, the 
local postal service will pro-
cess about one million piec-
es of mail. 

Dec. 17 is the busiest 
night of the year. On Dec. 
17 the postal service expects 
to process 3.1 million piec-
es of mail, mostly Christ-
mas cards, and one million 
packages. The 17th is also 
the deadline when the post-
al service guarantees your 
mail will reach its destina-
tion by Christmas. Some 
machines can process about 
300,000 pieces of main per 
hour.

Merry Christmas
to all 

Irving Residents

Bruce Burns

Early Holiday Break
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Dressed for the holidays, a family enjoys the Coppell Family Fun 
Night. /Photos by Sobia Shakee.

RAMBLER
Freelancers 

Needed
Call 972-870-1992

A trio of Irving ISD scholars have been matched with 
some of the country’s most elite universities through the 
prestigious QuestBridge program. Antonio Soriano of Ir-
ving High School and Alexa de la Fuente of Singley Acad-
emy, are both bound for Brown University, and Yamile 
Cornejo Carillo of MacArthur High School, matched with 
Notre Dame. 

District staff was on hand to document the moment the 
students received the great news. The QuestBridge Nation-
al College Match is a college and scholarship application 
process that helps outstanding high school seniors gain ad-
mission and full four-year scholarships to the nation’s most 
selective colleges.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Three Irving 
seniors bound 
for prestigious 

universities

By Sobia Shakee
Celebrating the season’s 

spirit, employees of the 
city of Coppell hosted the 
annual Family Fun Night 
in the Cozby Library and 
Community Commons on 
Tuesday, Dec. 11. The eve-
ning consisted of baked 
goods, Christmas music, 
and a wide range of enter-
tainment. 

Leading the festivities 
was children’s librarian 
Tracie Williams, who along 
with providing most of the 
entertainment, was also re-
sponsible for organizing the 
event. 

“Every Tuesday night 
at seven, we have ‘Family 
Story Time’ for all ages,” 
Williams said. “This event 
is a bigger, better version of 
that.”

The celebration started 
with the singing of Christ-
mas carols, followed by 
an animated reading from 
several favorite childrens 
books. People could play 

Library engages little ones in holiday activities

interactive games, socialize, 
and create their own artful 
masterpieces.

“The crafts are aimed for 
pre-literacy skills,” Williams 
said. “They include gluing, 
cutting, pre-writing and pre 
reading. We incorporate 
reading and crafts into ev-
ery story time we do.”

While the youngsters 
were deeply immersed in 
creating the perfect holiday 
art, the sounds of bells could 

be heard through the library 
halls. Volunteers Tony and 
Debbi Taber, dressed up as 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, and 
entered the room to excit-
ed cheers from the guests. 
One particular guest was 
eighteen-month-old Anvika 
Alapati, who along with her 
parents, is a regular story 
time attender.

“We love coming here ev-
ery Tuesday for story time,” 
Anvika’s father, Manikanta 

Alapati said. “Anvika loves 
playing with the other kids, 
learning and improving her 
social skills.”

Despite being still quite 
young, the toddler mingled 
with the children freely, en-
joying herself while partici-

pating in the activities.
“We think it’s important 

for a community to have 
these kinds of events, so 
people of all ages and cul-
tures can interact,” Alapati 
said. “Since it’s the library, 

the kids will not only en-
joy themselves, they’ll also 
learn and become more so-
cial.” 

“We always get great at-
tendance for all our pro-
grams,” Williams said. 

Hernandez hired as Irving Superintendent 

A long-serving Irving ISD 
employee with deep ties to 
the community has been 
hired as the next leader 
for the Irving Independent 
School District. The Board 
of Trustees approved the 
hiring of Magda Hernan-
dez as superintendent of 
schools for the 33,000-stu-
dent district.  

“I am humbled by the 
opportunity to lead this in-
credible district,” Hernan-
dez said. “I have proudly 
served Irving ISD for more 
than two decades because 
of our remarkable students 
and because it is a great 
community. 

“I am fully committed 
to guiding the district with 
my leadership and passion 
for education to meet every 
student’s highest potential, 
improving our engagement 
with families and the com-
munity and positioning Ir-
ving ISD as a premier dis-
trict.  

“Thank you to my col-
leagues for the shared pas-
sion to see each student 
succeed. Principals, teach-
ers, support staff, adminis-
trators – your zest for do-

ing what’s right by kids is 
contagious. It is an exciting 
time to continue to be a part 
of team Irving, now in the 
role of Superintendent of 
Schools, and I look forward 
to continuing excellent suc-
cess for our students and 
staff,” she said.

Hernandez was named 
the lone finalist for the posi-
tion last month. After com-
pleting the state required 
21-day waiting period on 
Monday, she signed a con-
tract during a special-called 
board meeting Tuesday af-
ternoon. 

The three-year contract is 
effective immediately. 

“Although we are mak-
ing history today with the 
hiring of the first female 
superintendent in Irving 
ISD, we are hiring someone 

who is also dedicated to this 
district,” board president 
Randy Randle said. “It was 
important to the board that 
the next leader of the dis-
trict know Irving ISD, the 
students and the commu-
nity. We are ready to hit the 
ground running, pairing 
her long tenure with the 
great momentum already in 
place.”

Hernandez began her ca-
reer in the district 26 years 
ago as a bilingual aide be-
fore earning her teaching 
degree from Texas Wom-
an’s University. Hernandez 
was then a bilingual, and 
gifted and talented teach-
er at Good and Townley 
elementary schools before 
promoting to assistant prin-
cipal at Townley. She then 

moved up to the adminis-
tration building where she 
served as human resources 
staffing and recruiting coor-
dinator, director of human 
resources, assistant super-
intendent of human re-
sources, associate superin-
tendent of human resources 
and deputy superintendent 
of administrative services.

Hernández also held the 
position of assistant su-
perintendent of human re-
sources in Waxahachie ISD. 
She graduated cum laude 
with a bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree in educa-
tional administration from 
TWU. She holds superin-
tendent certification from 
the University of North Tex-
as. She currently serves as 
Region 10 Human Resourc-
es Advisory Board Member 

Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit (DART) ap-
proved a $783 million 
contract for Archer 
Western Herzog joint 
venture to design and 
build the 26-mile Cotton 
Belt commuter rail line.

The line will stretch 
across North Texas from 
Dallas Fort Worth Inter-
national Airport (DFW) 
to Plano, and it will con-
nect northern areas of 
Tarrant, Dallas and Col-
lin counties.

Archer Western Her-
zog JV is composed of Ir-
ving-based Archer West-
ern Construction and 
Fort Worth-based Her-
zog Contracting Corp. 
Cotton Belt includes 10 
total stations as well as 
interchanges with the 
DART light-rail Orange, 
Green and Red lines, the 
TEXRail commuter line 
to Fort Worth and local 
bus services. Stations 
will be located in Dal-
las, Carrollton, Addison, 
Richardson and Plano. 

DART awards contract to 
build Cotton Belt rail line

Archer Western Herzog will 
work on the rail line with as-
sistance from lead designer 
Jacobs Engineering. 

“North Texas is boom-
ing, and this reliable, lo-
cal transit option will be 
a welcomed addition for 
many residents,” said Da-
vid Casey, president of Ar-
cher Western’s heavy civil 
division. “We are thrilled 
to partner with DART and 
connect the communities 
of North Texas via Cotton 

Belt’s high-quality transit 
service.”

In addition to numerous 
past DART projects, Ar-
cher Western and Herzog 
are delivering transporta-
tion infrastructure in tan-
dem across the Dallas/Fort 
Worth region. The compa-
nies are in the final stages 
of constructing TEXRail, a 
new 27-mile commuter rail 
project for Trinity Metro 
extending from downtown 
Fort Worth into Terminal B 

at the Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport. 
Archer Western also is 
completing a separate 
contract for the new DFW 
Terminal B station, the 
terminus for TEXRail.

Construction on the 
Cotton Belt line will be-
gin in 2019 with project 
completion anticipated in 
2022.

SOURCE Dallas Area
 Rapid Transit

and District IV represen-
tative for the Texas Associ-
ation of School Personnel 
Administrators (TASPA).

The community is invited 
to attend a special recep-
tion to “Meet Magda” on 
Thursday, Jan. 10, from 5 
to 6 p.m. in the Irving ISD 
Administration Building, 
located at 2621 W. Airport 
Freeway in Irving. 

SOURCE Irving ISD 

HOLIDAY CHEER: Children and their parents make holiday crafts.
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Purrscilla
Ahhh....they woke me up for this? My name is Purrscilla and 
am I not the most beautiful and regal looking girl against my 
very purple blanket? They gave me this when I got here and 
I'm so glad. It's soft and pretty and I would really like one in my 
new home. And don't forget I like to play too and really want my 
family to love me and pay attention to me too. Can you come by 
and visit me when you can? 

Bailey
Hi there, I'm Bailey! Now, you may think I look 
worried most of the time because of the wrinkles 
around my face! I'm not though. I'm a quiet girl 
who loves to be loved. If you let me, I'll snuggle up 
in your lap or, if you hold me, I'll nuzzle into your 
neck. I'm about 3 years old and I love people so 
much! You should really come spend some time 
with me and see just how wonderful I am! 

Rambler Newspapers are available at:                                         

7-Eleven  

Walgreens  

  Valero  

Dollar General

Kroger  

Quicktrip  RacTrac  

HOUSTON – Two-thirds 
of Texans without health 
insurance live in working 
families and more than half 
are in families that include 
at least one full-time work-
er. These are just some of 
the findings from a detailed 
report on the uninsured in 
Texas written by Urban In-
stitute analysts and spon-
sored by Episcopal Health 
Foundation (EHF).

Many working Texans without health insurance
The report shows that 

construction, wholesale 
and retail trades, and arts/
entertainment/recreation 
each employ about 15 per-
cent of the state’s uninsured 
workers. More than four in 
10 (42 percent) uninsured 
Texans are in families with 
at least one adult who works 
at a company with more 
than 50 employees, the re-
port finds.

“This report paints a 
clearer picture of who the 
uninsured are in Texas,” 
said Elena Marks, EHF’s 
president and CEO. “Many 
are Texans who work full 
time in stores, wait tables, 
build homes, or care for 
Texas toddlers, but they still 
don’t have access to afford-
able health insurance, and 
that effects all Texans.” 

Researchers estimate that 
19 percent of Texans under 
the age of 65 in Texas -- 
4.7 million people -- don’t 
have health insurance. That 
remains the highest un-
insured rate and the most 
people without health in-
surance of any state in the 
U.S.

The report finds that 
60 percent of uninsured 
Texans live in low-income 
families earning less than 
$35,000 a year for a family 
of four. Researchers discov-
ered that 25 percent of adult 
Texans under the age of 65 
are uninsured, more than 
triple the rate of uninsured 
children in the state (8 per-
cent). The difference is pri-
marily due to the broader 
eligibility for public health 
insurance programs for the 
state’s children, researchers 
say. 

When it comes to ed-
ucation, the report finds 
that about 70 percent of 
the state’s uninsured have 
a high school education 
or less. In fact, research-
ers found that roughly half 
of Texans without a high 
school diploma don’t have 
health insurance.

Statewide, the report 
shows 61 percent of Texans 
without health insurance 
are Hispanic, compared 
to 24 percent white and 10 
percent black. Researchers 
also found that nearly two-
thirds of the uninsured in 
Texas are U.S. citizens.

In addition to the state-
wide report, researchers 
provide detailed character-

istics of the uninsured bro-
ken down by counties and 
county groups across Texas. 
These local reports show 
how the uninsured popula-
tions differ in various areas 
of the state. 

In Dallas County, re-
searchers estimate that 23 
percent of people under age 
65 don’t have health insur-
ance. The report finds that 
73 percent of the county’s 
uninsured were in work-
ing families and 44 percent 
were in families consisting 
entirely of US citizens. Re-
searchers found that Tar-
rant County had a slightly 
lower uninsured rate at 19 
percent, with 70 percent liv-
ing in working families and 
55 percent in families made 
up entirely of citizens. 

The area with the state’s 
highest uninsured rate is 
in south Texas in Hildal-
go County at 30 percent. 
The lowest rate is in Collin 
County, north of Dallas, at 
12 percent.

Researchers estimate that 
15 percent of the uninsured 
under the age of 65 in Tex-
as are eligible for Medicaid 
or CHIP health insurance. 
However, if Texas lawmak-
ers expanded Medicaid or 

came up with an alternative 
plan to offer health insur-
ance to low-income adults 
(earning up to $35,000 for 
a family of four), research-
ers estimate that 1.2 million 
uninsured Texans current-
ly ineligible for assistance 
would be made eligible for 
free or very low cost cover-
age.

“Without policy changes, 
it’s likely that the number 
and share of uninsured Tex-
ans will increase with time,” 
said Linda Blumberg, In-
stitute Fellow at the Urban 
Institute’s Health Policy 
Center and co-author of the 
report. “With health costs 
continuing to increase, it 
will make coverage less af-
fordable for low-and mid-
dle-income residents and 
put more financial pressure 
on state government and 
healthcare providers.”

A recent EHF/Kai-
ser Family Foundation 
poll found that two-thirds 
of Texans said the state is 
not doing enough to help 
low-income adult residents 
get needed healthcare, and 
the same majority favor ex-
panding the state’s Medic-
aid program to cover more 
low-income adults.

“We can’t keep doing the 
same thing and expect more 
people to get coverage that’s 
affordable,” Marks said. “Af-
ter years of some improve-
ment under the Afford-
able Care Act, this report 
confirms that the state’s 
uninsured rate is still unac-
ceptably high. Texans want 
lawmakers to do something 
different and now’s the time 
to do it.” 

Methodology
The Uninsured in Texas: 

Statewide and Local Area 
Views provides an 2018 
estimate of Texas’ unin-
sured population and key 
demographic character-
istics using the Urban In-
stitute’s Health Insurance 
Policy Simulation Model 
(HIPSM). The HIPSM of-
fers a detailed microsimu-
lation model of the coverage 
effects of the healthcare sys-
tem. The HIPSM integrates 
data from the U.S. Bureau 
of Census’ American Com-
munity Survey, age pro-
jections, and enrollment 
and cost information from 
Texas Medicaid, CHIP and 
tax-credited Marketplace 
coverage to develop its state 
and local estimates.

SOURCE The Episcopal Health 
Foundation (EHF) 

“Valentine’s Day is really 
big, so is IRS night,” Wag-
gener said. “We get a lot of 
volume on those nights, but 
it’s no where near what we 
will get on the 17th.”

Mail from Greenville, 
Tyler and Palestine travels 
through the distribution 
center in Coppell as well.

Per shift, the processing 
center employs close to 400 
people and utilizes high-
tech machines to help sort 
mail, including the Barney. 
The Barney is an AFCS 200 
mail sorting machine that 

is painted in purple like the 
friendly children’s dinosaur. 

Instead of dancing and 
singing this Barney places 
a post mark on every enve-
lope and puts it in order, so 
it’s facing one direction, and 
allows clerks to sort the mail 
by zip code. It also puts mail 
in a walk sequence for the 
mail carrier.

Another machine takes 
every single letter and 
straightens it, to make every 
single letter face right side 
up. It runs about 22,000 
pieces of mail per hour.

Postal service customers 
are told which items are not 
supposed to be mailed, but 
a machine can detect for-
bidden items.

“We use computer sys-
tems and scanners to see 
if there is anything that 
should not be in the mail,” 
Waggener said. “The main 
thing found is batteries, es-
pecially lithium batteries. A 
lot of the mail flies, and we 
don’t want those going on 
airplanes.”

In the distribution center 
there is a distinct odor in the 
air. Is it ink or paper?

Postal inspector Aman-
da McMurrey describes the 
smell simply as ‘mail pro-
cessing.’

There is plenty of action 
on the floor as machines 
sort envelopes, conveyor 
belts carry gray tubs filled 
with mail to other sections 
of the distribution center, 
and the beep of fork lifts 
warn others to make clear 
the area as they pass by.

Waggener has one goal 
for this distribution center.

“Everybody gets their 
mail on time,” Waggener 
said. “That’s what we’re 
hoping for. We want to see 
grandkids happy that day.”

Nimitz teacher wins 
national contest

Susanne Kim, math 
teacher at Nimitz High 
School, was selected as one 
of seven winners across the 
country in the LearnStorm 
Keep Going! Keep Grow-
ing! Contest. LearnStorm 
is a free program offered by 
Khan Academy to provide 
lesson-aligned practice and 
growth mindset activities 
for students. 

Kim was selected based on her implementation of the 
program in her classroom. As a winner, she will receive a 
$1,000 Amazon gift card, a celebration video and banner, 
as well as national recognition.

SOURCE Irving ISD

By Anjali Bindra Patel
Five Dallas/Irving based 

entities (Family Promise, SF 
Athletes, Level Pathways, 
All Things Made New, and 
the Study) recently teamed 
up with the DC based pro-
gram, seeing-i2i.com. 
The program’s mission is 
to spread holiday cheer by 
letting at-risk kids lead the 
show and mentor adults by 
teaching them the basics of 
NBA 2k. Basketball is huge-
ly popular in the Dallas area 
and esports, which is becom-
ing a big deal nationwide. 

Teens mentor 
adults in esports

Seeing-i2i founder, Anja-
li Bindra Patel, trains kids 
to teach others esports like 
NBA 2k, so the youth can 
be better armed to gain es-
ports college scholarships 
and high paying esports 
jobs including analysts, re-
searchers, and marketers. 
Everyone at the event re-
ceived snacks and a gift bag. 
Seeing-i2i also donated an 
Xbox One and copy of the 
game to Family Promise to 
encourage kids and older 
adults to play together.

SOURCE seeing-i2i
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HANGING WITH SANTA: A family enjoy some quality time 
with St. Nick and his elves. /Photo by Daisy Silos.

CLASSIFIEDS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

EMPLOYMENT

HOLIDAY IN THE HANGER
Continued from Page 1

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10145

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0077
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT 
OF THE VAN WILDWOOD ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 1141 
SOUTH WILDWOOD DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING 
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-W 
COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE DISTRICT USE UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO R-6 SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10146

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0082
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE SCOGGINS ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 
624 AND 626 WEST UNION BOWER ROAD, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM R-TH TOWNHOUSE DISTRICT USE 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-TH USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10147

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0083
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE GABLES WATER STREET ADDITION AND 
LOCATED AT 5250 O’CONNOR BOULEVARD, SUITE 146, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 

USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM TOD TRANSIT ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER 
SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10148

ZONING CASE NO. ZC18-0085
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE 
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS VILLA REVISED ADDITION AND 
LOCATED AT 771 WEST JOHN W. CARPENTER FREEWAY, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND HOTEL USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144 UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY 
USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR 
ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND HOTEL USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD 
TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on December 13, 2018.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Richard Edward Shrum Jr. Oct. 7, 1951 – Dec. 12, 2018 
Erlinda Barlolong Bernardez Aug. 19, 1939 – Dec. 16, 

2018
Kathryn “Katie” A. Huber July 7, 1930 – Dec. 16, 2018 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Johnetta Courtney Jan. 20, 1942 – Dec. 5, 2018
Joe Jeter Nov. 13, 1925 – Dec. 16, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING 
CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for 
amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the 
Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties 
described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, 
Texas
City Council: Thursday, January 17, 2019, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0038   Approximately 9,973 square feet 
located at 3945 Carver Place.  The applicant is requesting a 
zoning change from C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) District 
to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) District 
uses to allow for the development of two single family lots with 
variances to the minimum lot area and minimum lot depth 
requirements.      

ZONING CASE ZC18-0057:  Approximately 4,200 square feet 
at 2421 Markland Street.  The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change from R-ZL (Zero Lot Line) District to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for R-ZLa (Zero Lot Line) District uses to allow a 
carport in the rear, 1.5 feet from the east property line.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0059:  Approximately 2,885 square feet 
located at 3631 N. Belt Line Road.  The applicant is requesting 
a zoning change from C-C (Community Commercial) District 
to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the 
Attendant Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for 
On-Premises Consumption) District uses to allow an existing 
restaurant the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0072:  Approximately 10.98 acres located 
at 2815 E. Grauwyler Road.  The applicant is requesting to rezone 
from M-FW (Freeway) District to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan)  for  
C-OU-2 (Commercial Outdoor) District uses to allow for sales 
and leasing of large vehicles.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0080:  Approximately 3,053 square 
feet located at 3275 Regent Blvd., Ste. 100.  The applicant is 
requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) 
for C-C (Community Commercial) District to S-P-1 (Detailed Site 
Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of 
the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) 
District uses to allow a new restaurant the attendant accessory 
use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0084:  Approximately 1.08 acres located 
at 1650 Market Place Blvd.  The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) District for Full Service 
Carwash and Detail Bay uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for 
C-C (Community Commercial) District and Carwash uses to 
allow oil change and state inspection services as permitted uses 
in an additional bay.

ZONING CASE ZC18-0093:  Approximately 0.17 acres located 
at 724 E. Grauwyler Road.  The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change from R-7.5 (Single Family) District to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for     R-6 (Single Family) District uses to construct a 
new single family residence.
           
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public 
hearings and express their opinions on the zoning change 
request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted 
to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 
W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning 
& Community Development Dept. at the address listed above 
during normal business hours. For additional information, please 
contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the 
case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces 
are available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive 
hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for 
assistance.

THIS IS to give notice of the City of Irving’s intent to introduce in 
the 86th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, a bill to be entitled 
and Act relating to a common characteristic or use project in a 
public improvement district in certain municipalities.  Questions 
regarding this notice may be directed to info@irvingtexas.com.

activities for the entire 
family. Some of the activi-
ties included face painting, 
showings of Disney’s short 
animated movie “Prep and 
Landing,” and pictures with 
Santa. 

Kathleen Basco works in 
customer planning at the 
American Airlines Head-
quarters and brought her 
family to the event. 

“This is the first time we 
have come to this event, 
and we’ve had a really good 

time,” Basco said. “My hus-
band and I brought our two 
little boys, J.J. and Ethan. 
They enjoyed building an 
airplane, but we really came 
to see Santa.”

Lisa Noland and her fam-
ily have made Holiday in 
the Hangar an annual fam-
ily tradition. 

“We come to this event 
every year because my kids 
love the museum,” No-
land said. “They like seeing 
the airplanes, and looking 

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses to the 
following solicitations in the Purchasing Division, 835 W. Irving 
Blvd, until the date and time below and will open responses on 
that date: 

1. ITB #065J-19F Electrical Services for Water Utilities
Pre-Bid Mtg: 01/03/19 @ 9:00 a.m. 
Due Date: 01/08/19 @ 3:00 p.m. 

2. ITB #068J-19F Eaton Uninterruptable Power Source
Pre-Bid Mtg: 01/08/19 @ 10:30 a.m. OR 
01/10/19 @ 10:30 a.m. 
Due Date: 01/18/19 @ 3:30 p.m.  
Responses should be submitted online no later than the due date 
and time shown above. Late responses cannot be accepted, so 
please allow ample time to submit your response. Information 
may be found at cityofirving.ionwave.net/Purchasing 
Phone:972.721.2631

The Salvation Army of 
Irving is trying to raise 
$187,000 this holiday sea-
son through its annual red 
kettle campaign, but be-
cause of a lack of bell ring-
ers it expects to come up 
$100,000 short. The orga-
nization has 40 locations 
available at stores and retail 

The Salvation Army needs bell ringers
outlets in Irving, but there 
have only been enough bell 
ringers to cover 14 sites a 
day. 

Fewer sites open means 
fewer donations collected 
each day. This ultimately 
translates into less fund-
ing to operate The Salva-
tion Army center on 250 

E. Grauwyler Road to serve 
the Irving community.

Services provided include 
a food pantry, after-school 
program for children, 
youth and character build-
ing programs, summer day 
camp, Christmas assis-
tance, and a Cooling Station 
during the summer.

There are only a few days 
left in this year’s campaign, 
which goes through Christ-
mas Eve. With time run-
ning short, the organiza-
tion is desperate for groups 
that can volunteer to cover 
red kettle sites for a day.  

This is a great way for 
work groups, civic clubs, 
Sunday school classes, etc. 
to give back to the com-
munity. Plus, it’s easy and 
fun. A red kettle site can 
be covered for a day by as 
few as five people with each 
person working a two-hour 
shift. It’s even more fun 
with multiple people work-
ing per shift.

Groups can register and 
select a location near them 
by going to RegisterToRing.
com.

SOURCE The Salvation Army

around the museum. It’s a 
good way to celebrate the 
holidays with my family 
and to get in the Christmas 
spirit. 

“My mom works for 
American Airlines, so 
she invites us and we just 
turned it into a family tra-
dition that my kids really 
look forward to every year. 
There’s always something 
to do and see for the kids.” 
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their 
information on a monthly basis to insure that the 
Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing 
offers, we will continue to offer other advertising 
opportunities.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on 
Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more 
information

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was beloved American comedian and film 
star Groucho Marx who made the following sage 
observation: "There's one way to find out if a man 
is honest -- ask him. If he says 'Yes,' you know he 
is a crook."

* You might be surprised to learn that, in addition to 
his holiday duties, Saint Nicholas is the patron saint 
of children, coopers, sailors, fishermen, merchants, 
broadcasters, the falsely accused, repentant thieves, 
brewers, pharmacists, archers, pawnbrokers, 
Aberdeen, Galway, Russia, Greece, Hellenic Navy, 
Liverpool, the Italian town of Bari, the city of Siggiewi 
in Malta, Moscow, Amsterdam and the Lorraine 
region of France.

* The next time you've enjoyed a happy hour out with 

friends, you might want to consider the virtually unknown adjective 
"gambrinous," which means "to be content and happy due to a 
stomach full of beer."

* A pregnant goldfish is known as a "twit."

* Sometimes looking at local ordinances can make you wonder what 
inspired lawmakers to pass such laws. For instance, in Florida it's 
illegal to wear nothing but liquid latex while in a public place.

* If you make a serious study of Hungarian gypsies, you probably 
already know that you're a "tziganologist."

* Ever wonder how the statuette taken home by winners of the 
Academy Awards got its nickname? Evidently, in 1931 a secretary at 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences saw the statuette 
for the first time and exclaimed, "Why, he reminds me of my Uncle 
Oscar!" The comment struck the fancy of a reporter who was present, 
and he put it in a story about the awards, and the name stuck.
***
"It is easier to fight for one's principles than to live up to them." -- Felix 
Adler

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the current 
capital of Turkey?
2. MOVIES: What message did the 
Wicked Witch of the West write in the 
sky in "The Wizard of Oz"?

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: In which century did the National 
Geographic magazine first publish?
4. HISTORY: In what decade were the Dionne quintuplets born, 
the first known set of quintuplets known to have survived their 
infancy?
5. LITERATURE: What is the last word of Robert Frost's poem 
"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening"?
6. MUSIC: Which singer/songwriter's nickname is "Sweet Baby 
James"?
7. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: What 20th-century statesman once 
said, "The price of greatness is responsibility"?
8. TELEVISION: What was the name of the town that was the 
setting for the comedy series "Petticoat Junction"?
9. MATH: What is the only number whose letters are in 
alphabetical order when spelled out?
10. CHEMISTRY: How many hydrogen atoms are in one 
molecule of water?

Answers
1. Ankara
2. "Surrender Dorothy"
3. 19th century (Sept. 22, 1888)
4. 1930s
5. Sleep
6. James Taylor
7. Winston Churchill
8. Hooterville
9. Forty
10. Two (H2O)

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS READERS' CHOICE 2019 SURVEY

DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you a subscriber/regular reader of Rambler Newspa-
pers?

 Yes   No

Where do you live?

Irving    Coppell

Grand Prairie   Other

How were you informed of this survey?

Print    Online

Social Media   E-mail Blast

How old are you?

Under 18    18-29

30-39    40-49

50-59    60 or older

Household income?

$0 - $19,999   $20,000 - $39,999

$40,000 - $74,999  $75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $124,999  $125,000 - $149,999

$150,000 - $174,999  $175,000 - $199,999

$200,000 and up

READERSHIP
Have you done any of the following in the last 

year as a result of reading an article from Rambler 
Newspapers? 

Discussed an article?    Yes  No

Attended a specific event?   Yes  No

Researched a topic for more information?  Yes  No

Visited a specific store/non-profit?  Yes  No

Referred someone to the Rambler?  Yes  No

Cut out an article or advertisement?  Yes  No

Where do you get your news? 

Rambler Newspapers  Chamber Bulletins

Citizens’ Advocate  City Spectrum

Coppell Gazette   Dallas Morning News

Fort Worth Star Telegram The Burb

Internet Site   Radio

Television   Social Media

Mobile News App  Other Source

What do you like best about 
Rambler Newspapers?

If you’d like to receive notices & information from Ram-
bler Newspapers, please provide your E-mail address be-
low. An email is not require to answer the survey.

AUTOMOTIVE

Favorite Auto Supply Store?

Favorite Car Wash/ Detailer?

Favorite Car Dealership? (new or used)

Favorite Auto Repair Shop?

Favorite Paint/Body Shop?

Favorite Tire Shop?

COMMUNITY
Favorite Local Landmark?

Favorite Local Nonprofit Organization?

Favorite Park/Recreation Center?

EDUCATION

Favorite Charter or Private School?

Favorite College/University/Trade School?

Favorite Public School?

HOME

Favorite Carpet Cleaning Service?

Favorite Carpet/Flooring Installation Service?

Favorite Electrician?

Favorite Exterminator?

Favorite Hardware/Home Improvement Store?

Favorite Heating/Air Conditioning Company?

Favorite Landscaping & Garden Store?

Favorite Paint Store?

Favorite Plumber?

Favorite Real Estate Company?

Favorite Roofing Company?

ENTERTAINMENT

Favorite Golf Course?

Favorite Local Museum?

Favorite Local Arts Organization?

Favorite Movie Theater?

Favorite Entertainment Complex?

FINANCIAL 

Favorite Bank or Credit Union?

Favorite CPA?

Favorite Financial Planner/Advisor?

Favorite Insurance Company?

LIVING

Favorite Apartment/Duplex/Complex Community?

Favorite Assisted Living Center?

Favorite Nursing Facility?

Favorite Retirement/Senior Living Facility?

MEDICAL 
Favorite Chiropractor?

Favorite Dentist?

Favorite Eye Doctor/Eyewear Provider?

Favorite Family Doctor?

Favorite Pediatrician?

Favorite Pharmacy?

Favorite Urgent Care Clinic?

MISC
Business With the Friendliest Service?

Favorite Attorney?

Favorite Day Care?

Favorite Employment/Staffing Agency?

Favorite Photographer?

Favorite Sign/Banner Service?

PETS
Favorite Place to Board Your Pet?

Favorite Grooming Salon?

Favorite Pet Store?

Favorite Veterinarian/Vet Clinic?

RESTAURANT 
Favorite Asian Restaurant?

Favorite Bar/Pub?

Favorite BBQ Restaurant?

Favorite Buffet?

Favorite Caterer?

Favorite Coffee Shop?

Favorite “Date Night” Restaurant?

Best Donuts or Bakery?

Favorite Family Restaurant?

Favorite Fast Food Restaurant?

Favorite French Restaurant?

Best French Fries / Cheese Fries?

Best Frozen Yogurt?

Favorite Greek / Middle Eastern Restaurant?

Best Hamburgers?

Favorite Happy Hour?

Favorite Healthy / Lite / Vegetarian Restaurant?

Favorite “Home Cookin’” Restaurant?

Favorite Ice Cream Shop?

Favorite Indian Restaurant?

Favorite Italian Restaurant?

Favorite Late -Night Restaurant?

Favorite Mexican Restaurant?

Best Pie?

Best Pizza?

Favorite Sandwich / Sub Shop?

Favorite Seafood Restaurant?

Favorite Steakhouse?

Best Wings?

Restaurant with the Best Service?

Restaurant with the Best Value for the Dollar?

SHOPPING
Favorite Antique Store?

Favorite Appliance Store?

Favorite Barber/Hair Salon?

Favorite Beer / Wine Shop?

Favorite Bicycle/Motorcycle Shop?

Favorite Book/Video Store?

Favorite Clothing Store?

Favorite Dollar/Discount Store?

Favorite Dry Cleaners?

Favorite Electronics Store?

Favorite Flower Shop?

Favorite Grocery Store?

Favorite Hobby Shop?

Favorite Jewelry Store?

Favorite Mall/Shopping Center?

Favorite Music Store?

Favorite Nail Salon?

Favorite Office Supply Store?

Favorite Organic Foods Store?

Favorite Shoe Store?

Favorite Specialty Boutique?

Favorite Thrift / Consignment / Re Sale Store?

The Rambler Newspapers Readers’ Choice survey is back!
We are asking our readers and the community to vote for 

their favorite businesses. Let your favorite Irving, Coppell 
and Grand Prairie businesses know you appreciate their 
services by voting for them today. You may complete only 
the categories that are relevant to you, and you may also in-
clude the address if your choice has multiple locations. All 
personal information will be kept private and only used for 
statistical purposes.

The results will be published February 2019 in our annu-
al Readers’ Choice magazine that informs its readers of the 
best and most popular companies in the area. The maga-
zine is inserted into the Rambler Newspaper and is distrib-
uted to various churches and community organizations as a 
reference guide for newcomers. Voting will be open until 5 
p.m. on December 3, 2018

Vote now and let your voice be heard! Send your respons-
es to P.O. Box #177731, Irving TX 75017.
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Happy Holidays from Rambler Newspapers



Page 8 December 22, 2018     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

The Irving Silvertones sing a patriotic tune. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Youngsters place a wreath on a grave. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
Continued from Page 1

Fire Department and the 
Irving Police Department 
honor guards to help es-
cort the wreath presenters,” 
Westerman said. “At the 
end of the ceremony, some-
thing that is unique to our 
cemetery is there are two 
fallen police officers, one 
fallen firefighter, and at the 
cemetery next door [Kitt] 
there is a fourth fallen first 
responder. As our volun-
teers are placing wreaths 
across the cemetery, the two 
honor guards go to each of 
those grave spaces. They 
will lay special wreaths for 
them on those four graves 
and have a moment remem-
ber those first responders.” 

The two officers buried at 
Oak Grove are Officer Glenn 
Holmes, who was killed by a 
drunk driver in 1993, and 
Officer Aubrey Hawkins, 
who was murdered re-
sponding to a call for service 
in 2000. Irving Police Chief 
Jeff Spivey said people often 
forget the military are not 
the only ones who risk their 
lives every day to protect 
people.

“Many times when peo-
ple are talking about serving 
their country, they think 
only of the armed forces,” 
Spivey said. “But there’s 
also that service that has 
to occur in the community 
with the men and women 
in the fire and police service 
who risk their lives, day in 
and day out, to serve their 
communities. A day like to-
day is really a great time to 
honor their service.”

Chief Spivey was pleased 
to see so many people come 
out to honor these heroes.

“It’s great for us to be able 

to participate in this, but 
what’s even more uplifting 
is the amount of commu-
nity support we see out 
here,” Spivey said. “Every 
year the number of com-
munity members who turn 
out to honor our veterans, 
to honor our police and fire 
and to lay wreaths at their 
gravesites is truly humbling. 
It really brings home why 
we do what we do.”

Westerman also spoke 
about the importance of 
people remembering the 
sacrifice of veterans and 
first responders.

“There’s a high pub-
lic appreciation now that 
wasn’t here a few years ago 
for veterans and those who 
have served,” Westerman 
said. “This is one way we 
can push the envelope to 
make sure that everyone is 
remembered. Less than 1 
percent of our population 
serves in the military. We 
need to reach out to that 
small number of our total 
population and appreciate 
them in different ways.”

HONOR: Irving Police Department places a wreath on the grave of a 
fallen first responder. /Photo by Ariel Graham.


