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Party like 
it's 1969!

Come celebate 
50 years 

Starting in 
mid- January.

Watch for 
upcoming 

events

IN GOD WE TRUST
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WASHINGTON, DC -- 
Americans receive tens of bil-
lions of robocalls each year. 
That’s billions with a “B.” You 
can make book on the fact 
that too many of them are 
not from telemarketers but 
from telescammers targeting 
senior citizens, according to 
the Association of Mature 
American Citizens [AMAC]. 

“Technology is making it 
easier to place automated 
phone calls. While many le-
gitimate companies use them 
to sell products and services, 
criminals are having a field 
day using computer generat-
ed calls to swindle innocent 
citizens,” AMAC president 
Dan Weber said.

The Federal Communi-
cations Commission [FCC] 
says the number one con-
sumer complaint it consis-
tently receives is for unwant-
ed automated calls. In fact, 
during the first half of 2018, 
the number of robocalls in-
creased by at least 50 per-
cent.

Ethan Garr, an executive 
at TelTech, a company that 
makes one of the many call 
blocker apps on the mar-
ket, says that robocalls are 
cheap. He says it costs just 
a penny a minute, and, the 
technology news Web site, 
Futurism reports that some 
phone carriers actually kick 
back micropayments to tele-
marketers, and scammer.  

Senior Citizens are 
targets for telescammers

Although such payments 
amount to just a fraction 
of a penny a call, it adds up 
considering the fact that the 
callers are making billions of 
calls a month. The Robocall 
Index, which keeps track of 
automated call frequency, 
says that more than 5 billion 
such calls were made in the 
U.S. just last month, more 
than double the number of 
calls made in the same peri-
od in 2017. 

As for the scam calls, just 
last month police in Penn-
sylvania arrested a man in 
connection with a telescam 
leveled at senior citizens. He 
was charged with swindling 
elderly in various parts of 
the country out of some 
$400,000. What he alleged-
ly did was to call seniors and 
tell them that a grandson 
was in trouble and needed 
cash immediately. 

Then there was the Pub-
lishers Clearing House 
scammer who called a 
90-year-old woman in New 
York earlier this month and 
conned her out of $20,000 
by claiming she had won a 
PCH prize. 

“Both of these scams are 
fairly common,” Weber 
said. “But, oftentimes the 
crooks get creative. For ex-
ample, the IRS says some 
of them have found ways to 
alter their caller IDs to make 
it look as though the Inter-

nal Revenue Service is on the 
line. They’ll then threaten 
stiff penalties if the victims 
fail to pay money that they 
allegedly owe.”

The problem has gotten so 
bad that the Federal Trade 
Commission has created a 
scam alert that can help con-
sumers avoid fraud, includ-
ing telephone fraud. It also 
provides what some might 
call a “hit parade” of the lat-
est cons.  

Automated telephone 
calls may be annoying, but 
the statistics show that most 
them are legitimate sales 
calls. However, NBC News 
recently reported that as 
many as 40 percent of rob-
ocalls in the U.S. are from 
scammers. That means teles-
cammers are targeting more 
than 10 billion potential vic-
tims a year. 

“It doesn’t mean that all 
robocalling is bad,” Weber 
said. “Such calls can serve 
useful purposes such as when 
they alert you to a life-threat-
ening storm that may be 
approaching. Or when they 
alert you to potentially fraud-
ulent use of a credit card, 
remind you of an upcoming 
appointment with your doc-
tor or let you know that your 
prescription is ready for pick 
up at your local pharmacy.”  

SOURCE Association of Mature 
American Citizens

Singley Academy Law Enforcement Explorer Post teams 
medaled in at least one event each, and one team won third-place 
overall finish in the DFW Metroplex Explorer Competition in 
Grand Prairie on Dec. 8.  

The bronze-winning team consisting of students Lizeth Al-
varado, Lizbeth Alvarado, Alex Arabie and Lennyn Hernandez 
medaled in the following categories:  

1st - Unknown Call B
2nd - Domestic Disturbance A, Misdemeanor Traffic Stops B.
The team consisting of Kimberly Galo, Ken Nguyen, Saimon 

Espinoza and Natalia Calzada placed as follows:
1st - Domestic Disturbance B, Felony Traffic Stops B
3rd - Arrest, Search and Seizure A.
The team consisting of Angel Parks, Kiolah Livaie, Khawaja 

Ayaan and Yunho Kim placed first in Bomb Threat B. Additional-
ly, Kimberly Galo placed second in the Obstacle Course – Female.

SOURCE Irving ISD

JOLLY OLD ST. NICK: A family visits with Santa at th Frontiers of Flight 
Museum. /Photo by Jordan Kiefer.

By Jordan Kiefer
Several families participat-

ed in the Frontiers of Flight 
Museum’s annual Santa Day 
Celebration presented on 
Sunday, Dec. 16. Children 
of all ages engaged in holi-
day-themed festivities and 
met Kris Kringle. 

Cheryl Sutterfield-Jones, 
president and CEO of Fron-
tiers of Flight Museum, spoke 
about the importance of the 
event.  

“We’ve been holding this 
event for over ten years,” Sut-
terfield-Jones said. “It is a re-
ally popular event for families 
and kids. It exposes kids to 
aviation, which of course, is 
the goal.”

Youngsters could build 
their own Space Snow Globe 
and create Texas tree orna-
ments, cut out paper heli-
copters and watch them fly, 
and eat cookies and drink 
punch. Some visitors viewed 
“The Stars at Night” SPOC 
planetarium show and took 
pictures with Santa in front 
of Frontier Flyer. The visitors 
received a musical surprise in 
the form of a flash mob that 
sang famous Christmas car-
ols. 

“We try to make it dif-

Frontiers of Flight Museum 
holds Santa Day Celebration

ferent every year” Sutter-
field-Jones said. “We like to 
have various types of aircraft 
come in.” 

In the past, Father Christ-
mas has arrived to the cele-
bration either by hovering in 
a helicopter or rolling up in a 
red Cadillac. On Sunday, the 
Jolly Old St. Nick flew in on 
a Columbia 350 plane. 

“Luckily, everything’s 
been planned for us,” Rosa-
lie Wade, manager of school 
programs, explains. “We 
think of ways to update it. 
We can take our ideas and 
make something more out 
of it.” 

Knick Curtis, chairmen of 

the Volunteer Support Com-
mittee, explained the muse-
um uses volunteers to help 
make an event like the Santa 
Day Celebration happen.

“Volunteers help with an-
swering questions from vis-
itors, act as crowd control, 
giving tours, putting together 
materials for the Santa Day 
Celebration, and organizing 
the crafts and activities that 
are available to families,” 
Curtis said. 

“We’re hoping [children 
leave] with knowledge and 
get excited about airplanes, 
helicopters, and spacecraft,” 
he said.

Singley Explorers 
win bronze
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BIKE PARADE: Volunteers show off bikes collected for the annual Lockheed Martin's Holiday Charities Parade. /Photo by Edgar Estrada.

See TRANSPORTATION
Page 4

See LATINO ECONOMICS
Page 8
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Thank You LORD
for Our Faith

Family & Friends

By Edgar Estrada
Adelaida Chacin, a 

ninth-grader at the Jane 
Justin School, and nine of 
her classmates received new 
bikes during the annual 
Lockheed Martin Holiday 
Charities Parade. She tried 
seven different helmets and 
couldn’t find the right one.

Adelaida’s favorite color 

Lockheed Martin celebrates 
holiday with parade

The University of Tex-
as MD Anderson Cancer 
Center supports the United 
States Surgeon General’s 
actions to inform youth, 
parents, teachers and health 
professionals about the “ep-
idemic” rates of e-cigarette 
use among youth and the 
associated health risks for 
young people. 

“There is clear evidence 
that these products are not 
safe for our young people,” 
said Peter WT Pisters, M.D., 
president of MD Ander-
son. “We applaud Surgeon 
General Adams for raising 
awareness about the trou-
bling increase in e-cigarette 
use among youth and for 
calling for coordinated ac-
tion to protect our nation’s 
youth.”

The Surgeon General’s 
Advisory brings timely at-
tention to the issue. Accord-
ing to recent data from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), 
more than 3.6 million mid-
dle and high school stu-
dents were current e-ciga-
rette users in 2018, up more 
than 1.5 million compared 
to 2017.

The Advisory emphasizes 
the health risks associat-
ed with e-cigarette use by 
youth and young adults, 
originally published in the 
2016 report, including:

By Edgar Estrada
Business leaders from 

around the Metroplex gath-
ered at the annual State of 
Hispanic Business Forum 
in North Texas hosted at the 
Irving Convention Center 
on Thursday, Dec. 13.

“If the Latino GDP 
were a county, it would be 
larger than India,” David 
Hayes-Bautista, a professor 
of Medicine at UCLA and 

By Mike Flores
The U.S. Department of 

Transportation Gulf Re-
gion SBTRC hosted their 
fifth annual Small Business 
Transportation Conference 
at the Bill J. Priest Insti-
tute on Tuesday morning, 
Dec. 11. During the event, 
the Department of Trans-
portation announced plans 
for advancing transporta-
tion around the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area. 

Nearly 150 people filled 
the conference room for the 
event, which featured four 
keynote speakers, an Exhib-

Panelists discuss Latinos economic force
co-founder of the Latino 
Futures Research, said.

Focus Economics fore-
casts the GDP of India as 
the world’s sixth largest in 
2019 and 2020.

Hayes-Bautista says the 
total GDP produced by 
Latinos in the U.S. in 2015 
was about $2.13 trillion.

He explained what it 
takes to build a strong GDP.

“You need a popula-

tion with strong work-eth-
ic, family oriented, shuns 
welfare, business friend-
ly, healthy and patriotic,” 
Hayes-Bautista said.

Hayes-Bautista cannot 
explain why Latinos are 
healthier when compared 
to other races, but he does 
have a theory.

“Maybe it’s the frijoles,” 
Hayes-Bautista said. “There 
has to be a rational expla-

nation that being a Latino 
is good for your health. A 
non-Hispanic white baby 
can reasonably expect to 
live 78.7 years, a Latino 
baby will live 82 years.”

Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses are experiencing 
growth, but the overall His-
panic population still faces 
many challenges.

Sandra Garcia, the mem-
bership director of the Fort 

Worth Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce, says Hispan-
ics often find themselves in 
meetings where they are the 
only Hispanic in the room 
and people should consider 
that a positive thing.

“We need to change that 
up a little bit,” Garcia said. 
“How can we be sitting at 
the table and help every-
body else? We need to get 
the Latino word out and to 
conversate with you because 
we are interested. I’m here 
because I want to help.”

The event also featured 
a panel discussion with the 
Consul General of Mexico in 
Dallas, Francisco de la Torre 
Galindo, and Wells Fargo 
Vice President and econo-
mist, Charles Dougherty.

“Hispanic businesses are 
the economic motor of Tex-
as,” Galindo said. “Texas is 
the economic motor of the 
United States.

“We see the border as an 
opportunity, not as a divi-
sion. We don’t believe in 

walls; we believe in bridges. 
Mexico and Texas share a 
very long border that rep-
resents a wonderful op-
portunity. Texas and Mex-
ico trade more than all the 
trade that the United States 
does with its best allies, Ger-
many, the UK, South Korea 
and Brazil together.”

People depend on trade 
between both nations.

“Two billion dollars of 
trade every single year,” 
Galindo said. “More than 
400,000 employees in Tex-
as depend on the trade with 
Mexico.”

Business is booming in 
North Texas and although 
the unemployment rate is 
low, that can present some 
challenges.

“The number one chal-
lenge right now in Texas are 
labor shortages,” Dougherty 
said. “If you think about 
nationally, our unemploy-

Department of 
Transportation 

holds conference
itor Expo, and nine work-
shops.

The U.S. Gulf Region 
SBTRC’s primary goal is to 
help small businesses. The 
program educated small 
contractors about indus-
try challenges and assisted 
them in their efforts to ob-
tain security bonds and to 
increase their bond capaci-
ties. 

Tony Arps, project di-
rector for U.S. Gulf Region 
SBTRC, explained the Small 
Business Transportation 
Conference is important to 
the community.

“We bring together small 
businesses, prime con-
tractors, and government 
agencies,” Arps said. “We 
disseminate information 
as well as offer workshops 
that assist small business-
es by addressing some of 
their deficiencies, but also 
helping them build their 

is teal. Her black framed 
eyeglasses are trimmed 
with teal. Her new bike 
sported a matte black fin-
ish with teal colored lower 
frame. Even the seat had a 
teal racing stripe running 
through the middle.

“I chose it because it 
matches my glasses,” Ade-
laida said. “It has one of my 

favorite colors.”
Adelaida was looking for 

a teal helmet that fit her.
“I just want it to fit me,” 

Adelaida said. “Some of the 
helmets are too small for 
my head, so I’m still trying 
to search for one.”

Adelaida and her class-
mates took part in the pa-
rade, which was led by a 
Marine Corps Color Guard, 
and a drum line from Brew-
er High School.

The parade members 
marched through the visi-
tors’ center and across the 
assembly floor into an au-
ditorium where they were 

greeted with remarks by 
Mike Cawood, the Lock-
heed Martin vice president 
of F-16 and F-22 project de-
velopment.

“You’re making your lives 
more meaningful through 
your giving,” Cawood said.

The employees of Lock-
heed Martin raised over 
$182,000 to donate to var-
ious charities including, 
Toys for Tots, Cowboy San-
tas and the Tarrant Area 
Food Bank.

Lockheed Martin will also 
donate 120 more bikes to be 

Advisory warns 
of e-cigarette 

‘epidemic’
Nicotine is a highly addic-

tive chemical that can have 
significant negative effects 
on adolescent brain devel-
opment, including learning, 
memory and attention 

There is a strong asso-
ciation between the use of 
e-cigarettes and conven-
tional tobacco products

Nicotine addiction can 
increase risk for future ad-
diction to other drugs

Flavorings in e-cigarettes 
may contain chemicals with 
a variety of health risks

Aerosol produced by 
e-cigarettes is not harmless 
vapor, but contains volatile 
chemicals, heavy metals 
and known carcinogens

Additionally, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) announced 
actions in November to 
limit the sale of most fla-
vored e-cigarette products 
to age-restricted locations 
and require age-verification 
for online sales.

“These are significant 
actions necessary to curb 
the disturbing trends we’re 
seeing with teenager and 
young adults using these 
products,” said Ernest 
Hawk, M.D., vice presi-
dent and division head of 
Cancer Prevention & Pop-

See E-CIGARETTE
Page 8

See BIKE PARADE
Page 4
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Attendees discuss transportation topics. /Photo by Mike Flores.

TRANSPORTATION 
Continued from Page 3

ANSWER KEY

BIKE PARADE
Continued from Page 3
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FUN & GAMES

If you get calls from people 
claiming to be from the utility 
company or an alleged family 
member, or even the Internal 
Revenue Service, and they try 
to scare you into making im-
mediate payment, it’s surely a 
scam.

One way to tell it’s a scam 
is if they insist you pay with 
gift cards, likely a Google Play 
or iTunes card. This is a theft 
problem that has increased 270 
percent since 2015. 

It can be tempting ... espe-
cially if you’re told you’ve won 
something and only need to 
send a gift card to cover post-
age. You might be told that you 
missed jury duty and can post 
your bail with a gift card in-
stead of being arrested. Or you 
might be told that you can get 
certain medical supplies that 
Medicare won’t pay for, or that 
you have a computer bug and 
they can fix it for you. There’s 
no end to the scenarios these 
thieves can think up.

Even if you fall for the scam, 
once might not be enough. 
Once they know how to ma-
nipulate you, they’ll come back 
again and again.

A note of warning: If you’re 
in a store buying a gift card and 
the clerk tells you it might be a 
scam, listen. They see this all 
the time and they’re trying to 
help you. There are at least sev-
en different gift card scams out 

SENIOR NEWS LINE
By Matilda Charles

New Scam Has You Pay With Gift Card
there right now.

To learn more, go online to 
the Federal Trade Commission 
and see ftc.gov/giftcards. If 
you’ve paid for something with 
a gift card, let the FTC know. 
The FTC website has the phone 

numbers of many companies 
that issue gift cards, includ-
ing Amazon, MoneyPak and 
Steam. Also go online to gift-
cards.com and read up on gift 
card scams.
(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

distributed by Toys for Tots 
to local children this Christ-
mas.

Their not done yet, the 
donation campaign runs 
until Dec. 21.

Susan Wright, the ad-
ministrator of the employee 
giving program at Lockheed 
Martin, says the employ-
ees enjoy giving back to the 
community.

“A lot of our employees 
give back because they re-
member when they got their 
first bike,” Wright said. 
“Making the small little 
gift, we get to see the mag-
ic of Christmas through the 
child’s eye.”

The ten students partici-
pating in the parade are part 
of the Child Studies Center 
a program for special needs 
children. Wright says riding 
a bike with friends is a part 
of childhood.

“All of them are not at the 
same age or abilities as their 

capacities, and letting them 
know about the resources 
out here.

“We bring in different 
information to these busi-
nesses to assist them with 
getting what they need in 
order to partake in some of 
these infrastructures. There 
are going to be more and 
more infrastructure proj-
ects around the country, but 
the contractors must be pre-
pared.”

The keynote speakers 
discussed their plans for 
increasing transportation 
in the industry. One of the 
speakers, Stephanie Nel-
lons-Paige, the managing 
director-workforce for Tex-
as Central Railroad, spoke 
about the new bullet train, 
which will transport people 
from downtown Dallas to 
Houston in under an hour-
and-a-half.

“This train is really going 
to change how we do things 
here between these two 
mega entities [DFW and 
Houston],” Nellons-Paige 
said. “You’re going to be 
able to get from North Tex-
as to Houston in under 90 
minutes. Anybody that has 
been down I-45, one of the 
most dangerous highways 
in this country, knows it is 
good that it’s going to take 
people off of that [high-
way].” 

Texas Central Railroad 
provided an update on how 
they are making the railroad 
reality.  

“We conducted about 10 
public hearings earlier this 
year, and all those com-
ments are now being looked 
at,” Nellons-Paige said. “We 
have hired our primary 
project management con-
sultant firm, Bechtel. We 
are now in the development 
phase.”

If the train is approved, 
it is expected to be running 
as soon as 2024. The rail-
road would create around 
10,000 jobs. Texas Central 
Railroad’s management is 
working to assure they will 
be able to acquire qualified 
people.

“We are working with the 
school districts and com-
munity colleges to develop 
the coursework that’s going 
to be needed for those em-
ployees to do the work we 
need,” Nellons-Paige said. 
“I have seen first-hand how 
transportation affects the 
social and economic vitality 

of an individual, communi-
ty, and businesses. On the 
business aspect, it offers 
opportunities people have 
been looking for.”

John Rhone, vice presi-
dent of capital design and 
construction for DART, 
spoke to the crowd about 
DART’s plan to make trans-
portation more reliable. 
DART works with small and 
large businesses to create 
opportunities for them to 
grow along with DART.

Rhone vowed to change 
the face of Dallas by diving 
into DART’s 2030 Transit 
System Plan, specifically the 
Cotton Belt Rail Line Proj-
ect. The 26-mile commuter 
rail would operate from the 
suburbs of Plano, Richard-
son, and Adison to DFW 
International Airport Ter-
minal B.

“The Cotton Belt is a com-
muter rail project,” Rhone 
said. “It’s one of the top 
commuter rail systems in 
the United States of Ameri-
ca. It performs at 98 percent 
rate on time performance, 
so the bar has been set.

“In Plano, we will build 
a brand-new station. That 
station will be part of a 
multi-mobile station that 
will allow our customers to 
transfer and get to different 
places they want to be.”

Rhone and DART are 
confident the Cotton Belt 
Project will work. In June 
1996, DART opened their 
20-mile light rail system 
(now the largest light rail 
system in North America) 
on time and on budget. 

“We have a bar that’s 
been set with our proj-
ects,” Rhone said. “In 1996, 
the light rail system really 
changed the region and the 
surrounding areas of Dal-
las. We typically used to set 
goals at 30-35 percent for 
D/M/WBE rules, but now 
it’s 45 percent. This com-
muter rail line project will 
continue that.

“Many years ago, there 
was a goal set, $1.35 mil-
lion. As inflation occurred 
and as many different 
things impacted the market 
that affected materials, sup-
plies, workforce and labor, 
we held to that goal. We 
have a project that we have 
brought in under budget.”

Overall, along with the 
planned opening of the rail 
system in Plano, DART also 
plans to have a total of 10 
commuter rail stations that 
Rhone says will “change 
how we travel across the re-
gion.” 

The Cotton Belt Project 
will also create opportu-
nities for small and large 
businesses. Originally, The 
Cotton Belt was expected to 
be opened in 2035, howev-
er, it’s new expected to open 
in December 2022.

The nine workshops in-
cluded: Doing Business 
with DFW Airport, DART, 
TxDOT, Texas Central, 
bonding and insurance, and 
Access to Capital. 

However, the only private 
workshop was the Women 
in Transportation Initiative 
Workshop (WITI). WITI is 
a program by the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation 
to help girls in high school 
become interested in trans-
portation-related careers. 
In the workshop, the young 
women worked to build 
bridges as that could carry 
up to five pounds of weight.

“Transportation as re-
garded to the infrastruc-
ture, not moving goods and 
services, but building and 
maintaining the transporta-
tion infrastructure,” Diana 
Flores, bonding coordinator 
for U.S DOT Gulf Region 
SBTRC said. “Currently, 
there are not enough wom-
en in this sector. The U.S. 
Department of Transpor-
tation has this program to 
encourage women to enter 
these careers.”

peers,” Wright said. “But 
when you’re a little kid in 
the community riding a bike 
with your friends, it doesn’t 
matter what abilities you 
have, this bike makes it 
equal.”

Amy Baxter, the moth-
er of eight grader Hendrix 
Wagner, the feelings that 
her son expressed when 
choosing his bike.

“It’s a great way for him to 
feel like he’s important and 
feel celebrated,” Baxter said. 
“It makes him feel seen and 
happy.”

Baxter remembers her 
first bike and the memories 
and scars that came with it.

“I used all my birthday 
money and bought a bike,” 
Baxter said. “We lived on a 
hill, so I bought it just so I 
could ride it down the hill. I 
remember scraping up my 
knees; I still have scars.” 

Everybody has a first 

bike story including Tracie 
Mann, the headmaster of 
the Jane Justin School.

“The way I learned how 
to ride a bike, my next-door 
neighbor put me on top of 
my Strawberry Shortcake 
bike in my backyard on a 
hill,” Mann said. “She said 
‘just roll down and I’ll meet 
you at the bottom.’ That is 
how I literally learned how 
to ride my bike. Pure tri-
al and error, nobody was 
running beside me, but it 
turned out ok.”

As the parade disbursed 
and the students walked 
away proud of their new 
bikes, Adelaida pulled back 
her hair and placed a black 
helmet over her head. She 
then grabbed the two teal 
straps and snapped them 
together beneath her chin. 

She was ready to ride off 
and create her own first 
bike story.
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Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on 
Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more 
information

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was 20th-century American professor and noted 
author Isaac Asimov who made the following sage 
observation: "A poor idea well-written is more likely to 
be accepted than a good idea poorly written."

* According to a Scandinavian tradition, Christmas 
gifts aren't delivered by Santa Claus or Saint 
Nicholas -- a little gnome called Julenisse puts gifts 
under the tree. And instead of cookies and milk, 
children put out a bowl of porridge for him. 

* It's commonly believed that misery sometimes can 
beget genius -- the stereotype of the tortured artist is 
ubiquitous. However, recent research suggests that 
there's not as much truth to the trope as many think. 
According to a study titled "Death, Bereavement 
and Creativity," recently published in the journal 

Management Science, works created by painters during the year 
following a loved one's death were worth about 35 percent less that 
other works by the same artist. Those paintings also are significantly 
less likely to be included in the collection of a major museum.

* Those who enjoy making calculations have determined that Santa 
would have to visit nearly 900 homes every second to finish all his 
deliveries on Christmas Eve. 

* The first time a news event was shown in a motion-picture film reel was 
in 1896, and the subject was the coronation of Russian Czar Nicholas II.

* Like many of us, those in the Netherlands celebrate Christmas on Dec. 
25. However, the children there eagerly await the arrival of "Sinterklaas" 
on Dec. 5, when children receive their presents. The name Santa Claus 
supposedly derived from older Dutch "Sinte Klaas."
***
Thought for the Day: "We have to face the fact that either all of us are 
going to die together or we are going to learn to live together, and if we 
are to live together we have to talk." -- Eleanor Roosevelt

1. MONEY: What was the common 
currency in Portugal prior to the euro?
2. MOVIES: What 1990s horror movie 
featured Henry Winkler as the principal 
of Woodsboro High School? 

3. THEATER: What musical included the characters of Maria 
Rainer and Captain Georg von Trapp?
4. ANATOMY: What are the names of the arteries that supply 
blood to the head and neck?
5. MEASUREMENTS: What does an isobar represent on a 
map?
6. LANGUAGE: What word represents the letter R in the NATO 
Phonetic Alphabet?
7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the significance of the 38th parallel 
north?
8. FAMOUS QUOTES: What 20th-century politician once said, 
"Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts"?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where does the Oberammagau 
passion play take place every 10 years?
10. ASTRONOMY: What is the only constellation of the Zodiac 
representing an inanimate object?

Answers
1. Escudo
2. "Scream"
3. "The Sound of Music"
4. Carotid
5. Atmospheric pressure
6. Romeo
7. It forms the border between North 
and South Korea.
8. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
9. Germany
10. Libra (the scales)

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.



Page 6 December 29, 2018     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

Happy New Year 
from Rambler Newspapers

Here is a look back through 2018
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LAST CHANCE TO SUBMIT READERS' CHOICE 2019 SURVEY

DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you a subscriber/regular reader of Rambler Newspa-
pers?

 Yes   No

Where do you live?

Irving    Coppell

Grand Prairie   Other

How were you informed of this survey?

Print    Online

Social Media   E-mail Blast

How old are you?

Under 18    18-29

30-39    40-49

50-59    60 or older

Household income?

$0 - $19,999   $20,000 - $39,999

$40,000 - $74,999  $75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $124,999  $125,000 - $149,999

$150,000 - $174,999  $175,000 - $199,999

$200,000 and up

READERSHIP
Have you done any of the following in the last 

year as a result of reading an article from Rambler 
Newspapers? 

Discussed an article?    Yes  No

Attended a specific event?   Yes  No

Researched a topic for more information?  Yes  No

Visited a specific store/non-profit?  Yes  No

Referred someone to the Rambler?  Yes  No

Cut out an article or advertisement?  Yes  No

Where do you get your news? 

Rambler Newspapers  Chamber Bulletins

Citizens’ Advocate  City Spectrum

Coppell Gazette   Dallas Morning News

Fort Worth Star Telegram The Burb

Internet Site   Radio

Television   Social Media

Mobile News App  Other Source

What do you like best about 
Rambler Newspapers?

If you’d like to receive notices & information from Ram-
bler Newspapers, please provide your E-mail address be-
low. An email is not require to answer the survey.

AUTOMOTIVE

Favorite Auto Supply Store?

Favorite Car Wash/ Detailer?

Favorite Car Dealership? (new or used)

Favorite Auto Repair Shop?

Favorite Paint/Body Shop?

Favorite Tire Shop?

COMMUNITY
Favorite Local Landmark?

Favorite Local Nonprofit Organization?

Favorite Park/Recreation Center?

EDUCATION

Favorite Charter or Private School?

Favorite College/University/Trade School?

Favorite Public School?

HOME

Favorite Carpet Cleaning Service?

Favorite Carpet/Flooring Installation Service?

Favorite Electrician?

Favorite Exterminator?

Favorite Hardware/Home Improvement Store?

Favorite Heating/Air Conditioning Company?

Favorite Landscaping & Garden Store?

Favorite Paint Store?

Favorite Plumber?

Favorite Real Estate Company?

Favorite Roofing Company?

ENTERTAINMENT

Favorite Golf Course?

Favorite Local Museum?

Favorite Local Arts Organization?

Favorite Movie Theater?

Favorite Entertainment Complex?

FINANCIAL 

Favorite Bank or Credit Union?

Favorite CPA?

Favorite Financial Planner/Advisor?

Favorite Insurance Company?

LIVING

Favorite Apartment/Duplex/Complex Community?

Favorite Assisted Living Center?

Favorite Nursing Facility?

Favorite Retirement/Senior Living Facility?

MEDICAL 
Favorite Chiropractor?

Favorite Dentist?

Favorite Eye Doctor/Eyewear Provider?

Favorite Family Doctor?

Favorite Pediatrician?

Favorite Pharmacy?

Favorite Urgent Care Clinic?

MISC
Business With the Friendliest Service?

Favorite Attorney?

Favorite Day Care?

Favorite Employment/Staffing Agency?

Favorite Photographer?

Favorite Sign/Banner Service?

PETS
Favorite Place to Board Your Pet?

Favorite Grooming Salon?

Favorite Pet Store?

Favorite Veterinarian/Vet Clinic?

RESTAURANT 
Favorite Asian Restaurant?

Favorite Bar/Pub?

Favorite BBQ Restaurant?

Favorite Buffet?

Favorite Caterer?

Favorite Coffee Shop?

Favorite “Date Night” Restaurant?

Best Donuts or Bakery?

Favorite Family Restaurant?

Favorite Fast Food Restaurant?

Favorite French Restaurant?

Best French Fries / Cheese Fries?

Best Frozen Yogurt?

Favorite Greek / Middle Eastern Restaurant?

Best Hamburgers?

Favorite Happy Hour?

Favorite Healthy / Lite / Vegetarian Restaurant?

Favorite “Home Cookin’” Restaurant?

Favorite Ice Cream Shop?

Favorite Indian Restaurant?

Favorite Italian Restaurant?

Favorite Late -Night Restaurant?

Favorite Mexican Restaurant?

Best Pie?

Best Pizza?

Favorite Sandwich / Sub Shop?

Favorite Seafood Restaurant?

Favorite Steakhouse?

Best Wings?

Restaurant with the Best Service?

Restaurant with the Best Value for the Dollar?

SHOPPING
Favorite Antique Store?

Favorite Appliance Store?

Favorite Barber/Hair Salon?

Favorite Beer / Wine Shop?

Favorite Bicycle/Motorcycle Shop?

Favorite Book/Video Store?

Favorite Clothing Store?

Favorite Dollar/Discount Store?

Favorite Dry Cleaners?

Favorite Electronics Store?

Favorite Flower Shop?

Favorite Grocery Store?

Favorite Hobby Shop?

Favorite Jewelry Store?

Favorite Mall/Shopping Center?

Favorite Music Store?

Favorite Nail Salon?

Favorite Office Supply Store?

Favorite Organic Foods Store?

Favorite Shoe Store?

Favorite Specialty Boutique?

Favorite Thrift / Consignment / Re Sale Store?

The Rambler Newspapers Readers’ Choice survey is back!
We are asking our readers and the community to vote for 

their favorite businesses. Let your favorite Irving, Coppell 
and Grand Prairie businesses know you appreciate their 
services by voting for them today. You may complete only 
the categories that are relevant to you, and you may also in-
clude the address if your choice has multiple locations. All 
personal information will be kept private and only used for 
statistical purposes.

The results will be published February 2019 in our annu-
al Readers’ Choice magazine that informs its readers of the 
best and most popular companies in the area. The maga-
zine is inserted into the Rambler Newspaper and is distrib-
uted to various churches and community organizations as a 
reference guide for newcomers. Voting will be open until 5 
p.m. on December 3, 2018

Vote now and let your voice be heard! Send your respons-
es to P.O. Box #177731, Irving TX 75017.
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DEEP THOUGHTS: Attendees discuss economics during the annual 
State of Hispanic Business Forum in North Texas presented in the Irving 
Convention Center. /Photo  by Edgar Estrada.

LATINO ECONOMICS
Continued from Page 3

E-CIGARETTE  
Continued from Page 3

Purrscilla
Ahhh....they woke me up for this? My name is Purrscilla and 
am I not the most beautiful and regal looking girl against my 
very purple blanket? They gave me this when I got here and 
I'm so glad. It's soft and pretty and I would really like one in my 
new home. And don't forget I like to play too and really want my 
family to love me and pay attention to me too. Can you come by 
and visit me when you can? 

Bailey
Hi there, I'm Bailey! Now, you may think I look 
worried most of the time because of the wrinkles 
around my face! I'm not though. I'm a quiet girl 
who loves to be loved. If you let me, I'll snuggle up 
in your lap or, if you hold me, I'll nuzzle into your 
neck. I'm about 3 years old and I love people so 
much! You should really come spend some time 
with me and see just how wonderful I am! 

By Ashley Smith 
Cars lined O’Connor 

Road, waiting to turn into 
Irving High School for a 
night of Caring and Sharing 
organized by Irving Schools 
Foundation on Tuesday, 
Dec. 10.  

Crystal Scanio, CEO of 
Irving Schools Foundation, 
started Caring and Sharing 
in 2013. 

“We started the Angel 
Tree about ten years ago,” 
Scanio said. “At that time, 
it was just a small little pro-
gram we did with probably 
only 50 kids who submitted 
their Christmas wishes that 
the people in our building 
were adopting. Five years 
ago, I went to our tree, and 
I pulled off one of the orna-
ments, because I personally 
was adopting a child that 
year. I flipped it over and it 
was for a five-year-old boy, 
and all he wanted was a hot 
meal, no presents.

“I took this to my board 
and I said we need to figure 
out a way to feed this child. 
If all he wants is a hot meal 
and doesn’t care about pres-
ents, something is wrong.” 

The Irving Schools Foun-
dation held their first Car-
ing and Sharing event at 
their Admin Annex build-
ing. 

“It was small we probably 
had about 50 people show 
up, and since then, it has 
grown,” Scanio said. 

Now, every year the 
event is held in Irving High 
School’s cafeteria. 

“It’s such a central loca-
tion for all the bus stops 
surrounding the area, so it 
was our first choice,” acting 
Irving ISD Superintendent 
Magda Hernandez said. 
“[Irving High School] was 
just remodeled this sum-
mer, so the space is amaz-
ing.” 

The organization was ex-
pecting 800 people to walk 
through the doors Tuesday 
night. 

“About 650 people came 
last year,” Scanio said. 
“We’ve had over 400 chil-
dren adopted this year, so 
that means they bring all 
their siblings, they bring 
their parents, so it’s going to 
be a lot of people this year.”

Irving Schools Founda-
tion is a non-profit that sup-
ports the students, families 
and teachers of Irving ISD. 
Caring and Sharing night 
provides a warm meal, a 
holiday present, crafts and a 
picture with Santa Claus to 
children in the district who 
may otherwise not have 
these things.

Five programs receive 
support through Irving 
Schools Foundation Caring 

ment rate is very low, 3.7 
percent. It has not been this 
low since 1969. In Dallas, 
it’s even lower. Labor short-
ages actually strain growth. 
Employers want to go and 
hire right now, because the 
economy is doing well. They 
are doing higher sales. They 
just can’t find the people to 
hire to do the work, that’s 
slowing down economic 
growth.

“One of the most import-
ant things is population 
growth. Texas and Dal-
las are two of those places 
where you have a natural 
increase in population, but 
you have people moving 
in from other parts of the 
country looking for work. 

ulation Sciences. “We know 
nicotine can cause a variety 
of health issues, including 
possibly future tobacco use, 
so we are supportive of any 
efforts to prevent children 
from developing a lifetime 
addiction to nicotine.

“We encourage parents, 
teachers and health profes-
sionals to heed the Surgeon 
General’s call to action and 
to learn more about e-cig-
arettes and how to prevent 
our children from using 
these products. Together, 
we can work to continue 
the great progress over the 
past decades in reducing 
the devastating impacts of 
tobacco in our country.”

SOURCE MD Anderson 
Cancer Center

It creates a cycle where peo-
ple come to look for a job 
and they get incomes, and 

those incomes get spread 
out through the region and 
creates more jobs. You have 
many companies moving 
here and setting up their 
headquarters and draw-
ing more population. It’s a 
very good advantage for the 
area.”

Caring, Sharing 
night offers 
families fun 

and Sharing night: Home 
Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIP-
PY), Program for Assisting 
Students in School (PASS), 
Teenage Pregnant & Par-
enting Students (TAPPS), 
and Migrant Students.

“Each of these students 
are asked to write a Christ-
mas wish on their orna-
ment, and they get to come 
with their families and get 
a hot meal which was ful-
ly donated this year by On 
the Boarder. Chili’s did 
all of our desserts and Pei 
Wei did all of our drinks,” 
Scanio said. “We’ve come a 
long way in a short amount 
of time. The first year we 
had to figure out how to get 
all the food and drinks, and 
I ended up catering every-
thing. But this year we’ve 
been blessed.” 

The first year, Scanio 
learned what the boy’s fa-
vorite meal was. 

“We called the coordina-
tor to ask what the little boy 
would want (because we 
weren’t allowed to contact 
the kids directly). We asked 
her to ask him what his fa-
vorite meal was, and he said 
Olive Garden,” she said. 
“We have some restrictions 
due to the confidentiality, 
but everything we do, we do 
with dignity.” 

Families received gifts by 
checking in with the num-
ber issued to them to help 
keep identities confidential. 

“It’s so good to see the 
parents being involved. It 
really is a great night for ev-
eryone,” Magda Hernandez 
said. 

Not only do the children 
who were sponsored get a 
gift, but every child who at-
tended left with something 
this year. 

“Every child gets a pres-
ent this year, because Agape 
Connections donated them. 
When their sibling is getting 
something, we wanted to 
make sure every child gets a 
gift,” Scanio said.

Kids are chosen to be in 
organizations like Migrant 
Students, TAPPS, HIPPY 
and PASS by school coun-
selors, according to Scanio. 

“Programs like TAPPS is 
life changing. Having the 
support I get from them is 
huge, it helps me so much,” 
a young mom who wishes to 
remain anonymous said. 

Magda Hernandez has 
been in the district for al-
most 20 years. 

“I’ve been everything 
from teacher’s aid to acting 
superintendent. Our kids 
are our passion, and we 
need to support and guide 
them along their way,” Her-
nandez said. 

Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more information call
972-870-1992


