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IT'S ALL IN THE DETAILS: A woman demonstrates how to fold 
origami ornaments.  /Photo by Mike Flores.

See  PAPER FOR WATER
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TOY FACTORY: Cub Scout pack 195 ride on their Christmas float during the annual  Holiday Extravaganza. /Photo by John Starkey.

JOB WELL DONE:  Coppell's Chief of Police, Macario “Mac” Tristan, speaks 
during his retirement party. /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

Merry Christmas 
to City Manager, Chris Hillman 

and all City of Irving Staff!

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

By Mike Flores
This holiday season, Four 

Seasons Resort and Club 
Dallas at Las Colinas teamed 
up with local non-profit or-
ganization, Paper for Water, 
to help fund a clean water 
project. Inside the hotel lob-
by, Paper for Water hosted 
an origami folding event, so 
people could help decorate 
the two 12-foot Christmas 
trees that are for sale. 

The pair of 12-foot Christ-
mas trees were decorated 
with hand-folded origami 

By Ariel Graham

The holiday season offi-
cially started in the City of 
Irving with the Holiday Ex-
travaganza, held in down-
town Irving on Saturday, 
Dec. 1.

The festivities kicked off 
on Main Street with the 
annual Holiday Parade. 
This year’s parade featured 
nearly 80 different floats 
and groups, from the Honor 
Guard all the way to San-
ta and Mrs. Claus, passing 
through downtown spread-
ing Christmas cheer and 
candy to the crowd. Amy 
Stirman, special events 
supervisor for the City of 
Irving, said putting on the 
parade and the rest of the 
extravaganza is no easy feat.

“It’s a lot of work coordi-
nating the parade,” Stirman 
said. “We have to make sure 
everything flows well, the 
music, the floats, the trucks, 
etc. Coordinating with the 
community, going on social 
media, making sure people 
get their entries in, and put-
ting on the stage show with 
the community leaders, it 
takes a good while.”

Those marching in the 
parade also put plenty of 
work in to make the pa-
rade happen, according to 

Longtime Irving resident 
and former Irving ISD em-
ployee Pamela Campbell 
will be sworn in as trustee 
for district 3 on Monday, 
Dec. 10, at 6:15 p.m. before 
the regularly scheduled 
board work session.

Campbell fills the vacan-
cy previously held by Larry 
Stipes, who resigned this 
summer after moving out 
of district. 

“The board is excited to 
have Mrs. Campbell join 
our team,” board president 
Randy Randle said. “She 
is very passionate about 
supporting our teachers 
and helping our students 
achieve to their highest 
potential. Her experience 
in the classroom will be a 
great asset to the board.”

By Sheena Pelsy
It was a bittersweet day 

when Coppell bid farewell 

Holiday season begins with Extravaganza

parade participant Gordon 
Fernald. His float, manned 
by Cub Scout pack 195 
from Grand Prairie, was 
this year’s winner for Best 
Non-Commercial float. Fer-
nald said and his team had 
been up since 5 o’clock that 
morning putting the final 
touches on their “Toy Fac-
tory” float.

“It took us about two and 
a half weeks [to complete it], 
but it was all done in piec-
es,” Fernald said. “It took us 
about four and a half hours 
this morning to finish.”

The end result, howev-
er, was something both the 
kids and the adults could be 
proud of.

“It was the collective 

thoughtfulness of all the 
kids and the parents, and it 
worked out great,” Fernald 

said. “All the kids and the 
parents worked together 
building this float. It wasn’t 

just adults, the kids actual-
ly got hands-on during the 
process.”

Kim Torres, who rode on 
the Toy Factory float, looks 
forward to participating in 
all of the city’s annual pa-
rades.

“We get to meet a lot of 
new contestants who come 
out, and we have a lot of 
fun,” Torres said. “I’ve done 
this four years now, and I 
also do the 4th of July Pa-
rade. Every year, it’s gets 
bigger and bigger. I love 
making the kids smile when 
they’re getting the candy 
and the beads, and wishing 
them a Merry Christmas.”

Following the parade, 
guests were invited to the 
front lawn of City Hall for 
an open house, showcasing 
some of the many services 
the City of Irving offers. 
Guests were also treated to 
a free meal from In and Out 

Resort hosts Paper for 
Water’s Christmas Project

Police Chief Tristan 
retires from Coppell

to Chief Macario “Mac” 
Tristan. Friends, family, 
fellow emergency person-

nel, and citizens gathered 
at the Coppell Town Center 
Friday, Nov. 30, for Chief 
Tristan’s retirement cere-
mony.

“This is not a goodbye, 
it is a thank you,” Deputy 
Chief Danny Barton at the 
ceremony.

After becoming Chief in 
2011, Tristan worked to 
change the police culture 
by focusing on problem-ori-
ented policing and servant 
leadership. Tristan rein-
forced innovative perspec-
tives, implemented new 
hiring and training prac-

Irving ISD Trustees 
appoint educator 
to board vacancy

Campbell began her ca-
reer in Irving ISD as a data 
processing clerk and coun-
selor secretary at Houston 
Middle School. She also 
served as the school’s com-
puter lab manager before 
transferring to Farine Ele-
mentary School as a Title 
I reading assistant. Camp-
bell earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Dallas Baptist 
University and teaching 
certification in 2000. She 
then taught fourth and fifth 
grade at Farine until her re-
tirement in 2005. She has 
served as a guest educator in 
Irving ISD since 2010 and a 
training consultant for Mc-
Graw Hill Book Company 
since 2013.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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GETTING INSIGHT: People look through virtual reality goggles to 
watch a story of a community receiving clean water. /Photo by Mike Flores.

PAPER FOR WATER
Continued from Page 1

ornaments from top to bot-
tom. Each tree is on sale 
for $25,000. Along with 
the trees, Paper for Water’s 
origami ornaments were 
available for purchase in the 
hotel’s Lobby Boutique with 
100 percent of the funds go-
ing through Paper for Wa-
ter for sanitation and water 
projects around the world.

The non-profit organi-
zation Paper for Water is 
located Dallas. Their pri-
mary goal is to water and 
the Word of the Thirsty one 
piece of paper at a time to 
aid developing countries 
and people in need of clean 
water. Paper for Water was 
founded seven years ago by 
the then 5-year-old Kather-
ine Adams and then 8-year-
old Isabelle Adams. Kather-
ine (12) and Isabelle (15) are 
the founders and Co-CEO’s.

“We make origami orna-
ments, and we take dona-
tions for them. All the mon-
ey goes to fund clean water 
wells in developing coun-
tries,” Katherine said.

Through the “Christmas 
Tree Project,” the organi-
zation will go to a family’s 
home or corporation and 
decorate their tree with ori-
gami ornaments. 

“When we formed our 
relationship with Paper for 
Water, we talked about this 
event where they can teach 
people how to form origami. 
Right away we thought ‘ab-
solutely,’” Vail Tolbert, the 
director of public relations 
at Four Seasons Resort, 
said. “It’s a perfect way to 
give exposure to Paper for 
Water, and to garner more 
awareness about clean wa-
ter and the lack of it in so 
many areas.”

The idea of Paper for Wa-
ter began with two young 
girls itching to make a 
change in the world. Both 
Katherine and Isabelle 
learned that a child dies 
every 20 seconds from un-
clean water. 

With their father Ken-
neth, the Adams sisters 
learned how to make ori-
gami at a very young age. 
With their unique skill, the 
Adams sisters went to a lo-
cal Starbucks to see if they 
could raise money for their 
cause. That’s where Paper 
for Water really took off.

“The manager at Star-
bucks told us we could have 
our ornaments at the store 

Renovations began Dec. 3 on Millennium Park, 201 Sowers Road, to upgrade the fountain’s lighting and infra-
structure. The project requires extensive demolition work to the fountain and relocation of pumps to a new pump 
building. The park will be closed through mid-2019 during construction.

The fountain will receive an upgraded LED light system that allows color changes and programmable functions. In 
addition, the new pump building will make fountain maintenance and repairs easier and safer for staff. 

SOURCE City of Irving

Emergency Dispatchers 
are the voices in the dark, 
who give hope to those who 
need it the most. From the 
distress of a life in peril to 
the joy of bringing new life 
into the world, these true 
first responders stand ready 
to handle it all. 

However recently at the 
Grand Prairie Police De-
partment, the heroic actions 
of a 911 dispatcher did nOt 
go unnoticed. Hollyann 
Bartnick, who has been with 
the department for 17 years 
answered a 911 call in April. 
A woman named Annette 
Douglas was on the phone, 

for the whole month of No-
vember,” Isabelle said. “We 
raised over $800, which 
was more than our original 
goal. It was at that point 
when we realized we actu-
ally have something here. 
We kept going. By the end 
of the year we raised about 
$10,000. We overfunded an 
entire well.”

Now, seven years later, 
the Adams sisters and their 
family continue to raise 
money to fund water wells 
worldwide by exchanging 
their origami ornaments for 
donations. 

“Today is more about 
raising awareness about the 
water crisis through origa-
mi,” Isabelle said. “What 
we’re trying to do is not only 
bring people clean water, 
but it’s also to give people 
the opportunity to make 
a difference in someone’s 
life, especially people they’ll 
never meet.

“It doesn’t matter how old 
you are, you can make a dif-
ference in the world.”

Along with origami les-
sons, the event also featured 
a virtual reality experience, 
showing guests the story 
of a community receiving 
clean water. There were also 
refreshments, such as coffee 
and hot cocoa, and snacks.

“Today is a way to get 
out in the community and 
to meet new people, and to 
make origami,” Katherine 
said.

Most of the projects the 
Adams family fund are 
typically at schools and or-
phanages. Paper for Water 
has hundreds of volunteers 
throughout the year who 
dedicate their time to better 
the world.

“Paper for Water is a 
non-profit organization 
that is equally dedicated 
to bringing clean water to 
those in developing coun-
tries and to provide volun-
teer opportunities to people 
here in the United States,” 
Katherine said.

Overall, since Paper for 
Water was founded, the Ad-
ams family has raised over 
$1.5 million in donations. 
Their non-profit organiza-
tion has also funded over 
170 water projects around 
the globe, and they have 
wells in 17 different coun-
tries mostly in India and 
Africa. 

“Our goal is that the peo-

A girl places a origami ornament on the tree. /Photo by Mike Flores.

ple in the community don’t 
have to walk more than 30 
minutes to get water, so 
that the children still have 
time to go to school and get 

an education, and so the 
parents have time to either 
start their own business or 
take care of their families,” 
Isabelle said.  

Millennium Fountain renovations 
run through mid-2019

Women received 
Life-Saving 

Awards

and her husband Marvin 
Douglas was having a heart 
attack. At one point, he 
stopped breathing. 

Hollyann helped Annette 
perform CPR on her hus-
band over the phone, going 
every detail in a calm, cool, 
and collected manner. 

Months later, the married 
couple of 32 years returned 
to GPPD to thank Hollyann, 
the officers and paramed-
ics who arrived to assist. 
Both women received the 
Life-Saving Award for their 
efforts. 

SOURCE Grand Prairie 
Police Department 
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Families gather at The First Baptist Church for activities including a hayride, live 
nativity scene, prayer room, as well as multiple craft tables. /Photo by Matt Hirst.

Tater
Hi there! I’m Tater! Try saying “tater” with a nice, southern 
drawl - it’s fun! I’m about 2 years old, and I’m all about having 
fun especially if there are random boxes involved. I love 
hanging out in any box that’s available. I’m also really sweet 
and loving but sometimes I like my “me” time. I love all sorts 
of toys but chasing this elusive red dot gets me every time. Of 
course, the cute white dot at the end of my black tail will delight 
you all the time. 

Prince Charming
Behold me! I’m your Prince Charming in real life. It is hard 
to resist my stunning good looks, obviously, but you’ll be 
more intrigued by my charisma and puppy personality. I’m 
only about 7 months old, so I have quite a bit of energy; 
however, I’m really smart - and modest - so I learn quickly 
what I should and shouldn’t do. If you want to live a real-life 
fairy tale, let me be your Prince Charming!

Call today about the inexpensive advertising rates 
in the Rambler! 972-870-1992

By Matt Hirst
The First Baptist Church 

in Irving presented a Christ-
mas Adventure, featuring 
an interactive worship ses-
sion followed by entertain-
ment to start the advent 
season on Sunday, Dec. 2. 
The activities included a 
hayride, live nativity scene, 
prayer room, as well as mul-
tiple craft and snack tables. 
“Our pastor, Jared Rich-
ard, really wanted us to be 
intentional about reaching 
out to families and engag-
ing with the community 
to help them unwind from 
the hustle 
and bustle of 
the holiday 
stress,” said 
Leann Cal-
laway, the 
church’s as-
sistant chil-
dren’s min-
ister. “Over 
the summer, 
we started coming up with 
creative ways to do that. 
We wanted to meet people 
where they were in life, to 
connect with and reach out 

Suzie Oelschlegel, head coach of the MacArthur Lady Cardinals basketball team, clenched 
her 800th career win. 

Her team defeated Dallas Samuell 85-22 in a Cowtown Classic tournament game last 
Friday. It’s just another milestone in her 39-year coaching career, which consists of 21 state 
playoff appearances, the 2010-2011 state championship and numerous awards including 
the UIL Lifetime Achievement Award and National Coach of the Year for girls’ basketball. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

BIG CRASH: A crowd access the damages a crash did to all three cars./Photo Rodney J. Moore.

A 3-car pileup occurred 
on Thursday, Nov. 29, at 
approximately 10:40 a.m. at 
the corner of Belt Line and 
Rochelle in Irving. A Gray 
Chevy, Blue Ford and a Red 
Dodge were involved. All 
three vehicles were headed 

Accident causes 3 car pile up

southbound on Belt Line.  
According to eyewitness-
es on the scene, it appears 
there was indecision on the 
part of a driver on whether 
to stop or go during a light 
change.

Two Irving PD units, 1 

Irving Paramedic unit and 
1 Irving Fire Truck were on 
hand. Only minor injuries 
were reported. 

View more photos from 
the accident online at Ram-
blerNewspapers.com.

Church offers families a Christmas Adventure
to them.”

The church offered a 
night jam-packed with ac-
tivities at no cost to attend-
ees.

“After the worship part, 
we have hot chocolate set 
up outside and a hayride 
that will go around the west 
parking lot, and a live nativ-
ity,” Callaway said. “Some 
of our youth are dressed up 
as shepherds, and we have 
some people dressed up 
as Mary and Joseph with a 
baby Jesus out there. It’s a 
unique experience for fam-
ilies. In Fellowship Hall, we 

have a walk-
through Beth-
lehem set up, 
craft stations, 
and differ-
ent activities 
they can go 
through to-
gether as a 
family.”

“I think it’s 
cool to bring everyone to-
gether,” Kyle Backhus, an 
associate student minister 
said. “It’s a kid’s event, but 
we’re bringing together a 

whole church family.
“We want to show people 

what the meaning behind 
Christmas is and us believ-
ing Jesus Christ being sent 
by God to come and be our 
savior, saving us from our 
sins. For Irving as a whole, 
that’s our hope. We want to 
show the city that hope and 
love Jesus has.”

This family atmosphere 
was clearly visible through-
out the evening.

“I think this event really 
brings the church together, 
because it not only allows 
our members and their 
families to come, but it also 
allows the community to be 
a part of this and do really 
cool things together,” Abi 
Spikes said. “Most families 
on a weekday night stay at 
home doing nothing, and 
this gives them a chance to 
bond through making hot 
chocolate bags and little 
candy cane crafts. 

“It’s just such a cool op-
portunity for them to in-
teract with the reason for 
Christmas and to bond as a 
family through silly games 

and crafts. It’s such a gift 
to have a church like this 
that understands the mean-
ing of Christmas. It is not 
about the stuff, yet we do 
get to use this as an excuse 
to gather.”

“It’s one thing to do an 
event where there are a lot 
of different things that at-
tract families,” said Blair 
Robinson, discipleship pas-
tor. “It centers on what we 
believe is the true meaning 
of Christmas, which is Je-
sus Christ and the coming 
of Christ.”

MacArthur coach 
notches milestone win

"It’s just such a cool 
opportunity for them 
to interact with the 

reason for Christmas."
-Abi Spikes

Yoga @ the Library
December 9, 2 p.m.

Are you in a teen in 6th – 12th grade 
needing to unwind from the stress 
of final exams? Join us for a free 
yoga class at the Cozby Library 
and Community Commons. 

This yoga class will focus on 
stretches and flows intended 
to relax the body and mind. All 
skill levels welcome. Yoga mats 
will be available for use, but you 
are welcome to bring your own. 
The class will be led by a fitness 
instructor from Coppell’s Parks 
and Recreation Center, the CORE.

Irving Retired School 
Personnel Association
December 13, 10 a.m.

Irving Retired School Personnel 
Association (IRSPA) annually 
schedules a Christmas Luncheon 
and Silent Auction for members 
and guests. Items for the silent 
auction are provided by members 
and guests and are usually small in 
size, from knick-knacks and books 
to home-made baked goods. Mon-
ey earned from the silent auction 
is used to support the book project 
and scholarships. Attendees are 
asked to bring a covered dish for 
the luncheon. The luncheon and 
auction will be at the next meeting 

of the Irving Retired School Per-
sonnel Association (IRSPA) at the 
First Christian Church, located at 
104 Grauwyler Road, Irving, Texas. 
IRSPA is affiliated with the Tex-
as Retired Teacher Association 
(TRTA). Membership in IRSPA is 
open to anyone who has, at some 
time, been employed in the schools 
of the nation on any level.

Irving Silvertones
December 14, 7 p.m.

During this Christmas season, 
the Irving Silvertones, under the 
direction of Woody Schober and 
accompanied by Jerilyn Cook, 
will be performing a “SILVER 
CHRISTMAS” concert. This 
concert is FREE and is open to 
the public. The concert will be in 
the Pioneer Drive Baptist Church, 
located at 4034 W. Pioneer Drive, 
Irving, Texas. 
The Irving Silvertone Chorus has 
shared the joy of music with Senior 
Centers, Nursing Homes, and Civic 
Clubs in Irving and neighboring 
communities since 1985. The 
members, ranging from age 50 to 
80+, donate their time and talents 
to rehearse, perform and present 
their love of music, such as Patri-
otic, Sacred, Broadway, Popular 
and Country.
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WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK: Volunteers enjoy 
themselves while packaging food. /Photo by Mike Flores.

LEGALS

See FEED
Page 7

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in: 

Editing, Writing, and Photography

For more information call
 972-870-1992

CLASSIFIEDS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.

Requirements: Personal Transportation & 
Valid Driver’s License and Insurance

Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to 

establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers .
To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information call (972) 870-1992

EMPLOYMENT

(972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.netOBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Jimmy Crook May 31, 1926 – Nov. 28, 2018
Baby Aaiden Borja Nov. 28, 2018 – Nov. 28, 2018
Edith McLaughlin Oct. 29, 1928 – Nov. 29, 2018 

Robert Earl Bilbrey   Aug. 23, 1938 – Nov. 30, 2018 
Terry K. Stewart Feb. 28, 1937 – Dec. 2, 2018

Frances Chase Dirting Feb. 5, 1920 – Dec. 3, 2018
Beverly Bailey Jan. 10, 1936 – Nov. 29, 2018

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Jerry Pitman April 29, 1930 – Nov. 28, 2018
Patricia S. Outlaw Oct. 23, 1932 – Dec. 1, 2018

Rambler Newspapers are available at:                                         
7-Eleven  

Walgreens  

  Valero  

Dollar General

Kroger  
Quicktrip  RacTrac  

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS MANARA ACADEMY

State Financial Accountability Rating
Manara Academy will hold a public meeting at 9:00 am on Saturday, 
December 15, 2018 at the Manara Leadership Academy located at 8001 
Jetstar Dr., Irving TX 75063.  The purpose of this meetings to discuss 
Manara Academy’s rating on the state’s financial accountability system.

Marion Hindman, age 
82, went home to be with 
her Lord and Savior on 
Monday, December 3, 
2018. Marion was born on 
January 24, 1936 in Wich-
ita Falls, Texas to David 
C. Campbell and Floy Mae 
(Hamilton) Campbell. Mar-
ion was a life-long Christian 
and long-time member of 
Oak View Baptist Church 
in Irving. She lived out her 
faith in her service to oth-
ers, always remembering 
and visiting her friends in 
nursing homes, as well as 
caring for a young boy in 
the neighborhood while his 
mother worked. Marion 
was an excellent cook and 
baker. She enjoyed being at 
home in the comfort of her 

MARION HINDMAN,  82
own space, where she spent 
her time reading and watch-
ing game shows, her favor-
ite being Wheel of Fortune. 
Marion was a good mother 
and grandmother and will 
be missed by all her family. 
Marion has been joined to-
gether in eternity with her 
husband of over 40 years 
Ray Hindman and together 
they are in the company of 
her parents; brother Wil-
liam Griffith; and grandson 
Christopher Hindman. Left 
to cherish her memory are 
children Alan Hindman and 

By Mike Flores
Christian nonprofit orga-

nization, Feed My Starving 
Children (FMSC) hosted 
their first Filled Holiday 
MobilePack event in Irving 
on Sunday and Monday, 
Dec. 2-3. During those two 
days, nearly 4,000 volun-
teers gathered at the Irving 
Convention Center to pack 
an estimated 750,000 meals 
for countries and children 
in need of food worldwide.

FMSC’s goal is to tackle 
world hunger by sending 
volunteered-packed, nutri-
tious meals to 70 countries.

Throughout the six pack-
ing sessions in Irving, vol-
unteers packed enough food 

A seniors group at the 
Irving Family YMCA part-
nered with Keep Irving 
Beautiful (KIB) during the 
annual America Recycles 
Day (ARD) on Nov. 15. 

KIB supplied blue recy-
cling bags, which the seniors 
filed with recyclable mate-
rials and delivered to the 
YMCA. KIB staff weighed 

Feed My Starving Children hosts first event in Irving

to feed approximately 2,055 
children for the year. Every 
bag included vitamins, veg-
etables, soy, and rice.

“We picked those four 
foods because they were ac-
tually designed by food nu-
tritionists and scientists as a 

formula to help kids thrive,” 
Justin Quintana, devel-
opment advisor at FMSC 
said. “Rice adds the carbo-
hydrates, soy is the protein, 
and the vitamins are really 
the most important part by 
adding micronutrients.” 

Every volunteer was re-
quired to attend an orienta-
tion before the fun of pack-
ing began. The orientation 
discussed the rules of pack-
ing, how to pack the food, 
the food being packed, how 
to stay sanitized around the 
food, and to remind vol-
unteers why and who they 
were packing for. 

“At FMSC, our focus is 
on feeding God’s starving 

children hunger, body, and 
spirit,” Quintana said.

The volunteers ranged 
anywhere from 5 to 65 and 
older.

When it was time to pack, 
10 to 16 people were posi-

tioned at each prep table, 
with each person having a 
different responsibility to 
ensure they packed as many 
boxes of meals as they could 

KIB Partners with YMCA seniors 
for America Recycles Day

the bags and recorded the 
amounts. In total, 304 
pounds of materials were 
collected, diverted from the 
landfill, and recycled. Ap-
proximately 20 seniors par-
ticipated in the activity and 
offered 20 hours of volun-
teer time by collecting items 
and promoting recycling in 
the community.

COPPELL, TX—The 
Coppell Police Department 
and the Coppell Municipal 
Court are hosting a “Christ-
mas Giving Tree” to col-
lect non-perishable items 
for donation to Metrocrest 
Services. A Coppell resi-
dent graciously donated a 
pre-decorated Christmas 
tree to the city with the 
hopes of making it a “giving 
tree.” It was determined that 
Metrocrest Services would 

“The Irving Family YMCA 
offers so much to our com-
munity,” KIB board mem-
ber Rachel Moon said. “The 
organization has an active 
seniors group that has par-
ticipated with us for many 
years during America Re-
cycles Day. This group is al-
ways enthusiastic and ready 
to help. We came here to 

thank the seniors for serving 
as KIB volunteers and doing 
their part in promoting re-
cycling.”

America Recycles Day is 
a Keep America Beautiful 
initiative and is the only 
nationally-recognized day 
dedicated to promoting and 
celebrating recycling in the 
United States. Thousands 
of communities across 
the country participate by 
promoting environmental 
stewardship and taking ac-
tion to increase and improve 
recycling in the U.S. ARD 
educates residents about 
the importance of recycling 
and encourages habitual re-
cycling in the community. 

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful

City of Coppell hosts 
“Christmas Giving Tree”

wife Lori, Daryl Hindman 
and wife Lisa, Brian Hind-
man and wife Beth, Tammy 
Minter and husband Jer-
ry; grandchildren Brandon 
Hindman, Wesley Hind-
man, Stephen Hindman, 
Jeffery Hindman, Jennifer 
Salinas, Matthew Hindman, 
Jessica Daum, Jared Hind-
man, Brianna Hall, Ryan 
Minter, Julie Smith; fifteen 
great grandchildren; sisters 
Paula and Sharon; as well as 
numerous other extended 
family and friends. 

be the recipient of these gen-
erous donations from City 
employees and residents. 

Residents are encour-
aged to stop by the Coppell 
Justice Center, 130 Town 
Center Blvd., between Nov. 
20 and Saturday, Jan. 5, to 
drop off non-perishable do-
nations. The Giving Tree is 
located in the Justice Center 
lobby. 

Requested items include:
Canned vegetables, fruits 

and meat items
Dried beans and rice
Helper-type mixes
Baking Supplies
Household cleaning sup-

plies
Toiletries and hygiene 

items.
Donations will be trans-

ported weekly to Metro-
crest Services.

SOURCE City of Coppell
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their 
information on a monthly basis to insure that the 
Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, 
meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing 
offers, we will continue to offer other advertising 
opportunities.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm
Community Bible Church

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month 
7:30 to 9 PM

Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain
Irving AMBUCS

Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on 
Highway 635

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christian Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month

11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Metroplex Glass Club

Every 2nd Tuesday
At Oak Haven UMC

1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more 
information

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was Kurt Vonnegut, one of the most influential 
writers of the 20thÊcentury, who made the following 
sage observation: "There is no reason why good 
cannot triumph as often as evil. The triumph of 
anything is a matter of organization. If there are such 
things as angels, I hope they are organized along the 
lines of the Mafia."

* If you received all of the gifts in the song "The Twelve 
Days of Christmas," you'd have 364 presents.

* The period between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
is an apt time to consider the word "crapulous," which 
means "sick from excessive eating or drinking." 

* Ireland's Porterhouse Brewing Company has 

what might seem to be an unlikely hit on its hands: the Oyster Stout. 
During the brewing process, raw oysters are shucked directly into the 
conditioning tank. This unlikely combination is popular, though, selling 
out quickly whenever it's available. 

* Those who study such things say that while shaving, a person 
removes about as much skin as hair.

* As the holidays approach and you're out shopping for gifts, you might 
want to keep this in mind: According to survey results, siblings are the 
worst holiday gift-givers, getting the lowest marks from 21 percent of 
respondents. However, they weren't far behind in-laws, who were rated 
the worst by 20 percent. 

* Unless you're from Central Florida, you've probably never heard of 
the small town of Ocoee. So you might be surprised to learn that during 
World War II, Ocoee earned the distinction of sending more men, per 
capita, to serve in the military than any other town in the United States.
***
Thought for the Day: "Fame is very agreeable, but the bad thing is that it 
goes on 24 hours a day." -- Gabriel Garcia Marquez

1. HISTORY: In which war was the 
Battle of Midway fought?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Which country has 
the most natural lakes?
3. ART: What famous sculpture in 

Washington, D.C., was created by Daniel Chester French?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What plant is also known as the 
windflower?
5. LITERATURE: In which of Stephen King's novels does the 
Overlook Hotel appear?
6. INVENTIONS: What item was invented in 1845 to hold 
papers together?
7. HISTORY: What did the Lateran Treaty of 1929 establish?
8. BIBLE: What was the first of the plagues of Egypt mentioned 
in the Book of Exodus?
9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the first U.S. president to be 
impeached?
10. MOVIES: Which movie carries the tagline "The most 
beautiful love story ever told"?

Answers
1. World War II
2. Canada
3. Abraham Lincoln statue at the 
Lincoln Memorial
4. Anemone
5. "The Shining"
6. The rubber band
7. Vatican City as an independent 
state
8. Water turns to blood
9. Andrew Johnson
10. "Beauty and the Beast"

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TRISTAN WAY: The Coppell Police Department present retiring Chief with a street sign honoring him.  /Photo by 
Rodney J. Moore.

POLICE CHIEF 
Continued from Page 1

tices, and strengthened the 
connection between officers 
and the community, all of 
which created improve-
ments in the Coppell Police 
Department.

“When you came, we had 
a good police department. 
You have turned the reins 
over to a great police de-
partment,” Mayor Karen 
Hunt said.

The journey to improve 
the police department was 
not always easy, according 
to many individuals who 
spoke during the ceremony.

“We worked really hard to 
change the culture,” Tristan 
said. “People left the organi-
zation that didn’t want to be 
a part of it, which needed to 
happen. I said, ‘If you’re not 
happy here, go where you’re 
going to be happy.’”

With officers leaving and 
positions open, Tristan stat-
ed they hired for fit, not just 
to fill.

“In our recruiting, we 
don’t talk about pay, and 
when you get to shoot guns 
and catch bad guys, we talk 
about service,” Tristan said. 
“We talked about making an 

By Daisy Silos
Downtown Irving was 

filled with holiday spirit on 
Saturday, Dec. 1, kicking off 
the festivities with the 39th 
annual Irving Police and 
Fire Blue Christmas event. 
The event started in 1979 
helping nearly 25 Irving 
families and has grown into 
a full blown community ac-
tivity that not only serves 
as a fundraiser, but also in-
cludes a chili cook-off and 
car show to help about 500 
families. 

“Our goal is to gather toys 
for kids in the Irving School 
District who otherwise 
wouldn’t have anything 
without it,” Irving police 
officer, Greg Spivey, said. 
“We have a car show and 
chili cook-off, and the cost 
to enter each competition 
is an unwrapped toy. All the 
money we raise is used to 
buy toys.”

Families are selected 
from Irving elementary 

The Coppell Middle 
School North’s cross coun-
try teams competed in their 
third meet of the season 
at Coppell Middle School 
West. Other teams at the 
meet were Carroll, Col-
leyville, and Heritage

In overall team results, 
both the 8th grade and 7th 
grade boys won first place. 
The 8th grade girls came in 
second.

Individual Results:
In 8th grade boys A divi-

sion, Vedant Bhattacharyya 
came in 1st place. Other top 

Blue Christmas event kicks off the holidays

impact in your community; 
we talk about being a part of 
this nobility of policing. We 
talk about something high-
er, something bigger than 
themselves.” 

One of the key subjects 
Tristan focused on was ser-
vant leadership. In today’s 
police field, the theory of 
servant leadership has been 
embraced by many execu-
tive officers. Deputy Chief 
Barton explained, it is a re-
minder you are doing some-
thing bigger than yourself, 
and it takes the focus off 
you and places it on others 
around you.

“It’s been exhausting to 
change police culture. You 
don’t see it very often,” Bar-
ton said.

Barton cherishes the 
times he and Tristan trav-
eled the nation and to coun-
tries like China and Sweden 
to speak at servant leader-
ship conferences and share 
their personal perspectives.

Some Tristan family 
members traveled from 
California flew to be a part 
of the celebration. Tristan’s 
children, Andrea and Gabri-

el Tristan, also attended the 
celebration. 

“It’s awesome to see that 
leadership style he has car-
ried over into everything he 
does,” Gabriel Tristan said. 
“He is a man of action and 
example as opposed to just 
telling us what to do and 
controlling our lives.” 

“It’s exciting, but it’s over-
whelming and it’s a little 
bit sad to kind of close this 
chapter and see what comes 

next,” Andrea Tristan said.
Sworn in as Coppell’s 

Chief of Police in January 
2011, Tristan joined Coppell 
after serving more than 29 
years with the City of Car-
rollton Police Department. 
He plans to continue teach-
ing and talking about ser-
vant leadership. 

“It’s about influencing 
people in organizations at 
every level,” Tristan said. “If 
people invite me, I will help 

anyone, and I’ve been bless-
ed with the opportunity to 
do that all over this country 
and even abroad, so hope-
fully that continues.” 

Tristan’s deputy Danny 
Barton will serve as Chief 
for the Coppell Police De-
partment.

“He has been a massive 
impact on our department 
and the city, and he is going 
to be missed,” Barton.

Coppell Middle School 
North boys XC win meet

performers were: Asheer 
Jiwani – 3rd, Blaine War-
ner – 6th, Ben John – 8th, 
and Alfred Fairchild – 9th 
place. 

In B division, there 
were 87 total runners. 
Top performers were Luu-
kas Peltonen – 2nd place, 
Wyatt Beaty - 4th, Jake 
Anthony – 5th, and Alex 
Ninan – 6th.

For 7th grade boys A di-
vision, top performers were 
Baron Tipton – 2nd place, 
Luca Grosoli – 5th, Nick 
Eppelman – 6th, Nate Ep-

pleman – 6th, and David 
Obdipupo – 9th. 

In the B division, Jase 
Wilson came in 1st place 
out of 140 total runners. 
Other top performers were 
Khai Lawrence – 3rd, Kyle 
Mobley – 6th and Aaryan 
Mongia – 7th.

For 8th grade girls A di-
vision, top performers were 
Payton Mundhenk – 6th 
place, Clarke Stewart – 
11th, and Arabelle Warren 
– 12th. 

In tB division, Ashley 
Zhang came in 1st place. 
Other top finishers were 
Fernanda Carillo – 2nd, 
Cate Garrett – 3rd, Rea-
gan Engler – 4th and May 
Poopanead – 5th.

For 7th grade girls A di-
vision, top performers were 
Reagan Albert – 5th place, 
Eugenia Benavides – 6th, 
and Elle Dinsmore – 11th.  

In the B division, top per-
formers out of 117 total run-
ners were Emma Fanous – 
8th place, Scarlett Corbaley 
– 10th, and Emilie Seilhan 
– 18th.  

SOURCE Coppell ISD

CHILI TIME: Darenda Smith serves some of her chili to Johnny Rai Suits. 
/Photo by Daisy Silos.

DOING THE HAPPY DANCE: Dani Coates celebrates after winning 
1st place in the chili cook-off. /Photo by Daisy Silos.

schools through the school 
counselors. 

“Each school selects 
about 10 to 15 families and 
send us the 
form with 
their infor-
mation on 
how many 
kids and their 
ages,” Spivey 
said. “Once 
the families 
are selected, 
we choose 
toys for them 
based on what 
we collected. 
Then the po-
lice and fire 
departments 
deliver the 
toys on the 
Saturday and 
Sunday before Christmas.”

This is the third year the 
car show has partnered with 
the Irving Police and Fire 
Blue Christmas event. Car 
show organizer, Robert Ra-

mon, has a special connec-
tion with this annual car. 

“All we’re trying to do is 
help out the kids,” Ramon 

said. “I was born 
in Mexico. There 
were times we 
didn’t have the 
funds to get 
toys. Our goal is 
to do one of the 
biggest shows 
here to collect as 
many toys as we 
can.” 

This year had 
the most car en-
tries with nearly 
30 cars. 

The main 
event was the 
organization’s 
eighth annual 
Chili Cook-off. 

Contestants competed for 
first place chili and people’s 
choice award. Along with 
each award, contestants 
received points to be able 
to attend the biggest Chili 
Cook-off competition in 
Texas, Terlingua. 

For $5, attendees could 
taste more than 10 chili 
recipes and vote on their 
favorite. Irving resident, 
Axel Delion, attended the 
Blue Christmas event last 
year and enjoyed the chili so 
much, he brought his family 
to join him this year. 

“All the chili here is really 
good. I wanted to bring out 
the family to have a taste of 
the chili cook-off and take 
part in this Christmas event 
that helps out the commu-
nity,” Delion said. 

Winners were announced 
toward the end of the event 
just before the Holiday Ex-
travaganza parade began. 
Dani Coats, a second gen-
eration chilli cook, went 

home with the first place 
chili award. Coats has been 
cooking chili for 17 years, 
but was nervous about this 
cook-off because of her 10 
year hiatus. 

“I was actually pretty ner-
vous because there are a lot 
of good cooks, and I have 
not actually cooked in 10 
years,” Dani said. “This was 
my first year back to cook, 
so I’m just kind of starting 
over again. It was really ex-
citing that I emerged victo-
rious.” 

Coats’ father Bob and 
step-mother Doris are pre-
vious chili cook-off world 
champions, but Dani has 
her own recipe. 

“You would think I have a 
family recipe, but I actually 
have my own recipe that I 
got from someone else and 
made a little bit of changes 
to it to make it my own,” 

 "I wanted to 
bring out the 

family to have a 
taste of the chili 

cook-off and 
take part in this 
Christmas event 

that helps out 
the community."

-Axel Delion
Attendee of Blue Chirstmas

Dani said. “This was such a 
fun community event for a 

great cause, I’ll definitely be 
back next year.”
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FEED
Continued from Page 4

WORSHIP

DEEP DISCUSSIONS: (ABOVE) Guest discuss how to foster gender parity in the Dallas-Fort Worth community.

(BELOW) The panel offer different perspectives on the issue of gender in the workplace.
/Photos by Mike Flores.

By Mike Flores
The Study USA presented 

the launch of On PAR (Pari-
ty through Access and Real-
ism) powered by Microsoft 
at the Microsoft Campus 
in Arlington on Friday af-
ternoon, Nov. 30. Over 100 
leaders and industry movers 
gathered to discuss how to 
foster gender parity in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth commu-
nity. 

The event featured Key-
note presentation by Tanis 
Cornell Executive Women’s 
Forum (EWF) International 
CEO, a half-day workshop, 

in the 2-hour session. Some 
duties at the prepping table 
included putting the ingre-
dients together, putting the 
food in bags, weighing the 
pack, and sealing the boxes.

Each volunteer was esti-
mated to pack at least one 
box full of meals with each 

box containing 36 bags per 
box. Every bag weighed six 
pounds. All the food comes 
from year-round donations 
that FMSC receives.

“It’s all driven by orga-
nizations, churches, and 
families that donate. About 
50 percent of our donations 

come from individuals,” 
Quintana said.

While busy at work, 
FMSC made sure to make 
the packing was a fun ex-
perience as well. FMSC en-
couraged friendly competi-
tion between the tables with 
holiday music playing and 
updates on which tables 
were doing great. 

“The way FMSC hosts 
these packing events, it has 
a team environment to it. 
It’s a great team-building 
exercise,” Stephen Stalker, 
vice president of generics 
operations and analytics at 
McKesson and FMSC vol-
unteer said. “It’s a great way 
to celebrate and recognize 
the holiday season. FMSC 
does a great job of creating 
an environment where it’s 
fun to volunteer.”

FMSC hosts MobilePack 
events throughout the na-
tion, all year. In fact, they 
have a handful of perma-
nent packing locations 
throughout Minnesota and 
Illinois, and one location in 
Arizona. 

However, on July 1, 2018, 
FMSC opened up their new-
est and first permanent 
packing station in Richard-
son, Texas. It operates six 
days a week, from Monday 
through Saturday. Although 
it has only been running for 
a little over six months, the 
buzz has been apparent to 
FMSC.

“At most of our events, 
most of the volunteers are 
people that come back to 

pack with us. But what’s 
really cool here in Texas, 
and here at his event, spe-
cifically, is we asked people 
if they’ve packed before, a 
lot of them didn’t raise their 
hands. A lot of them are first 
time volunteers, which is 
really encouraging,” Louis 
Hintz, the events supervisor 
for FMSC said. “The reac-
tion we’ve had from people 
in this area is overwhelming 
in the best way. People are 
extremely excited to get in-
volved.”

Having the event at the 
Irving Convention Center 
was also a plus for FMSC be-
cause it gave them two ad-
ditional days to pack meals 
since their Richardson lo-
cation is closed on Sundays 
and Monday mornings.

“It’s been amazing. This 
has been one of our biggest 
events in the state of Tex-
as so far,” Quintana said. 
“In Irving, we’ve seen that 
there’s been an amazing 
amount of families coming 
together. It just shows the 
heart of this city, and their 
spirit of service.”

Overall, FMSC holds 
around 300 events through-
out the country yearly. With 
their new location and con-
stant dedication to feed 
children in need, FMSC has 
increased their estimated 
amount of meals packed 
from 330 million in 2017 to 
365 million this year. Since 
FMSC was founded in 1987, 
over two million meals have 
been packed and served.

Microsoft presents the launch of On PAR
and a panel discussion. The 
majority of people attend-
ing the event were women.

“My job today is to get the 
conversation started,” Cor-
nell said. 

According to EFW Inter-
national, 57 percent of un-
dergraduate degrees go to 
women. The percentage of 
women receiving graduate 
degrees rises to 60 percent, 
while the number of PhD’s 
are split evenly between 
women and men. 

However, in Fortune 500 
countries around the na-
tion, slightly less than half 

(45 percent) of the work-
force is comprised of wom-
en. Less than five percent 
of Fortune 500 companies 
have women CEO’s.

“Women are just as edu-
cated. In fact, more educat-
ed than their counterparts,” 
Cornell said. “Gender diver-
sity is not a women’s issue, 
it’s a business issue. It’s an 
issue that impacts the per-
formance of the companies 
we work for. The reality is, 
gender diversity is good for 
business. The better balance 
there is in a company, the 
better they perform. There 
has been study after study 
that validate that state-
ment.”

Cornell pointed out com-
panies fair better with wom-
en, because according to her 
research, public companies 
with three or more women 
on their board financially 
outperform their competi-
tors. 

Credit Suisse Research 
Institute tracked 28,000 ex-
ecutives at 3,000 companies 
in 40 countries. The study 
showed that the return on 
equity for companies with 
women in more than 10 per-
cent of key positions was 27 
percent better than compa-
nies than those that had less 
than five percent of women 
in key positions. The divi-
dend payouts were 42 per-
cent higher.

“Does this mean woman 
are better than men? No. 
But it does mean women 
have a lot to contribute,” 
Cornell said. “The financial 
services industry is figuring 
this out. They are develop-
ing entire investment strate-
gies around companies that 
are female-led or have bet-
ter gender parity. What they 
know historically, is that 
these companies are outper-
forming those companies 
that don’t.” 

Women are not being 
treated fairly in the corpo-
rate pipeline. There’s a huge 
discrepancy in the positions 
women have throughout the 
nation. For example, 62 per-
cent of men attain a man-
ager position, compared to 
only 38 percent of women 
managers. A little over 70 

percent of men attain Vice 
President careers, while 
under 30 percent of wom-
en are Vice Presidents, ac-
cording to a 2018 study by 
McKinney.

“In the last five years, 
women have made no mea-
surable progress in gender 
diversity. It stalled,” Cor-
nell said. “There’s a lot of 
talk and awareness about 
this issue, like the Me-Too 
Movement, but in terms of 
the numbers really chang-
ing, that hasn’t happened 
much.”

Barriers that surround 
women in professional 
fields range. Some of the 
barriers Cornell talked 
about were lack of advo-
cates and sponsors for 
women, primary focus-
es on technical skills, and 
negative stereotypes wom-
en face every day such as 
family and work balance, 
and the belief women are 
expected to be their child’s 
primary caregiver.

“Gender should have no 
impact on whether some-
one can be a good leader or 
not,” Cornell said. “There 

was this study done in 2011 
that was a 360-feedback set-
ting, and they found women 
actually outperformed the 
men in a lot of the leader-
ship competencies. Women 
have gifts they can bring to 
an organization when they 
embrace those gifts.”

Jennifer Schaumburg, 
female founder and CEO of 
Fuse Solution, was one of 
the many successful women 
in the crowd. As a woman 
in corporate America, she 
sees how gender diversity 
is an obstacle many people 
deal with. She has also had 
to deal with injustice of her 
own.

“The biggest importance 
for me actually comes into 
the mom and family space,” 
Schaumburg said. “When 
she [Cornell] stated, ‘How 
can you be a leader and be a 
dad?’ That’s not a question 
men get asked. I encounter 
things like that quite a bit. 

“Women have a lot of 
dreams and aspirations. 
When I ask them what 
their barriers are, a lot of 
it comes down to family. I 
don’t know if it comes down 

to the traditional roles at 
home, but it’s a barrier they 
have trouble overcoming on 
multiple fronts.”

Cornell stated a few steps, 
such as making gender di-
versity a business priority, 
setting targets and holding 
leaders accountable to cre-
ate opportunities for wom-
en to interact with boss-
es and senior executives. 
Cornell also encouraged 
everyone to be more than 
just a seat at the table by 
making their voices heard 
and making certain they 
are valued everywhere they 
go. Cornell said that women 
need to help each other out 
every way they can. She em-
phasized the importance of 
women taking pride of their 
accomplishments and con-
tributions in their careers.

“Mindset is important,” 
Schaumburg said. “Don’t 
wear that chip on your 
shoulder, and don’t go in 
with the mindset of ‘I’m 
less, so I’m going to come 
out fighting harder.’ Go in 
with the mindset of we’re all 
equals.”

Toyota Music 
Factory lights 

first tree

IT'S CHRISTMAS TIME: (ABOVE) Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
flips a big switch to make the Christmas tree lights come on.

(BELOW) Crowds gather to see the brightly lit Christmas tree in the 
Toyota Music Factory plaza. /Photos by John Starkey.
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HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA
Continued from Page 1

Burger, and a stage show 
featuring performanc-
es from the First United 
Methodist Church Hand-
bell Choir, dancers from 
Forcher’s Dance Studio, 
and the acapella group, 
Texas Harmony. The 
event concluded with the 
lighting of the city’s giant 
Christmas tree and a fire-
works show.

Amy Stirman said the 

Holiday Extravaganza is 
an event that not just the 
residents, but the city em-
ployees and officials, look 
forward to putting on every 
year. She hopes next year 
will be even bigger and mer-
rier.

“I just love to see the hap-
py faces of the kids and fam-
ilies together, kicking off the 
holiday season,” Stirman 

said. “We’re excited to be 
doing it again this year, and 
we look forward to many 
more years to come.”

The parade winners for 
this year are as follows:

Best of Show: State Farm 
– Argel Flores, Agent (Tesla 
with doors and lights syn-
ched to music)

Best Commercial Float: 
Waffle House, Inc.

Best Non-Commercial 
Float: Cub Scouts Pack 
#195

Best Music: Irving 
High Band Alumni’s 
Merry Band of Christmas

Most Unique Vehicle: 
Richard Stewart (deco-
rated Vespa and sidecar)

Best Marching/Walk-
ing Group: MacArthur 
High School Cardettes.

Happy 
Holidays from 

Rambler 
Newspapers!

More pictures of the Holiday Extravaganza  can 
be found at RamblerNewspapers.com.
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