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The Ms. Mature Irving Pageant strives to showcase the talents of senior citizens. It 
is the pageant’s goal to demonstrate the worth of senior citizens to the community and 
to choose someone “young at heart” to represent the city of Irving at official functions. 

The event is a beauty contest in which the beauty of the spirit is celebrated. The pag-
eant is multi-ethnic and city wide. Contestants register through any of the city recre-
ation centers. The following winners will be selected at the pageant: Ms. Mature Irving, 
a First runner up, a Second runner up, and Ms. Congeniality. Ms. Mature will hold this 
title for one year, and she must be available to speak and entertain at city functions.

How is the pageant judged?
There are three competitions: personality, talent, and evening wear. 
Scoring ranges from 0 – 20, with 20 representing the highest possible score for each 

category. There are 15 categories, for a total of 300 maximum points. The scoring scale 
goes as follows, 1 – 5 is poor, 6 – 10 is fair, 11 – 15 is good, and 16 – 20 is excellent. There 
are 5 categories/elements to judge on in each competition. 

In the personality competition the elements are: poise, conversational ability, the 
contestant’s attitude and self-confidence, the contestant’s appearance and wardrobe 
choice, and the value of the contestant’s use of their three minutes. 

In the talent competition the elements are: the value of the chosen talent, creativity, 
stage presence, composure, and presentation. 

In evening wear the elements are: poise, choice of formal, posture, personal pres-
ence, and charm.

History of the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant
Linda Spencer and Cindy Jones founded the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant in 1982. The 

first pageant was held at the senior center, and assistant parks and recreation director, 
Bill Thompson, served as the master of ceremonies. The idea caught on, and a great in-
stitution was born! The next year, 1983, the pageant moved to the Buena Vista Theater 
and was held there for the next 6 years. 

The Irving Arts Center opened in 1990, and the Carpenter Theater has been home 
to the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant since. Many exciting things have happened during 
the run of the pageant. In 1990 for example, the stage set was being used for the Mrs. 
America Pageant. The largest part of this set involved a huge set of stairs, which the 
ladies navigated beautifully! One contestant, Vivian Martin Kleinwachter was perform-
ing a roller-skating routine as her talent. She descended the stairs ON HER ROLLER 
SKATES! Another example of the marvelous things that have happened at the Ms. Ma-
ture Irving Pageant was the performance, at the 1992 pageant, of a young singer from 
the Johnny High Music Revue. Her name was Leanne Rimes! 

Based on the example of the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant, many other senior pageants 
have come to life. Pageants in San Angelo, San Antonio, Abilene, and Corpus Christi 
have been founded, as well as a state pageant. Irving’s representatives have performed 
admirably, winning the state pageant in 1991 (Vivian Kleinwachter) and winning the 
talent competition in the national pageant (Vivian again with her rollerskating). 

All of the Ms. Matures are examples of what is best in senior women. These lovely 
ladies are vital members of the community with a lot to contribute. 

Ms. Mature contest
continues to 

delight audiences

Visiting with Ms. Mature 
Irving contestants

By Ariel Graham
Irving—The 2019 Ms. Mature Irving pageant will be presented in the Carpenter 

Hall of the Irving Arts Center on Friday, Oct. 4, at 7 p.m.
Sponsored by the Heritage Senior Center, the Ms. Mature Irving Pageant strives to 

showcase the talents of senior ladies. Its goal is to demonstrate the value of the senior 
citizens to the community and to select someone “young at heart” to represent the city 
of Irving at official functions. The pageant is open to women who are 55 and older and 
who have lived in Irving for more than two years.

Rambler Newspapers recently interviewed this year’s six pageant contestants and 
asked them a few questions. 
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Annual Trash Bash
Sept.  28, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
TW Richardson Grove Park 333 
E. Interstate 635 Irving, Texas 
75038, NE corner of Valley View 
and I-635. GPS Coordinates: 
32.911556, -96.934688 28th an-
nual community cleanup. Open 
to all ages. Volunteers 17 and 
younger must be accompanied 
by a parent, guardian or an adult 
group leader. 

Park Place Luxury & 
Supercar Showcase
Sept. 28, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
To be at the Four Seasons Resort 
and Club Dallas at Las Colinas. 
Online tickets range from $25 - 
$50 for show field and general 
admission and $100 for VIP All 
Access Pass, which includes 
food and beverage tastings and 
access to the Celebrity Cruises 
Captain’s Lounge. 
The luxury lifestyle event ben-
efits the Baylor Scott & White 
Irving Foundation. Park Place 
Dealerships has donated a 2020 
Lexus UX to be raffled at the 
Park Place Luxury Supercar 
Showcase. Tickets for the raffle 
may be purchased online at 
irvingfoundation.bswhealth.com 
or by visiting Baylor Scott & 
White Irving Foundation at 1901 
N. MacArthur Blvd. Irving. Tickets 
are $100 each and participants 
need not be present to win. 
Proceeds will benefit Baylor Scott 
& White Charles A. Sammons 
Cancer Center – Irving. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The city of Ir-

ving hosted its annual 
Transportation Invest-
ment Summit, Sept. 12-13, 
bringing innovators to the 
Irving Convention Center 
from the transportation 
and water industries with 
private investors, and lo-
cal, state and federal gov-
ernment officials to dis-
cuss transportation issues 
and solutions.

This year’s summit 
highlighted the increased 
demand on Texas’s infra-
structure and provided a 
platform to form partner-
ships within the transpor-
tation industry.

“We had some great pre-
sentations this year, which 
I think are going to be very 
helpful for us as we contin-
ue to look at how we inte-
grate transportation needs 
and wants into our systems 
of rail traffic, road traf-
fic and air traffic,” Irving 
Mayor Rick Stopfer said. 
“A lot of interesting things 
[are being discussed], like 
high-speed rail, hyper-
loops and [creating] those 
last mile connections from 
point A to point B in the 
quickest, fastest, most effi-
cient way. I think these are 
the things that are going to 
have a big influence on in 
the DFW Metroplex.

“As we continue to grow, 
it’s going to be tougher 
and tougher to get across 
[the Metroplex] unless 
we have a way to move, 
whether high-speed rail, 
hyperloop, rapid bus tran-
sit or dedicated lanes. All 
those things are going to 
be opportunities that are 
different from what we’ve 
looked at before. 

“What could we inte-
grate that would really 
make sense for the traveler 
to get where they’re trying 
to go to, whether it be the 
grocery store, work or a 
game? We’re looking at it 
from the holistic view of 
the state. How do we get 
to Houston? How do we 
get to San Antonio? We’re 
addressing places that are 
in high demand.

“Irving’s biggest trans-

Future of transportation 
discussed at summit 

portation issue is prob-
ably how to continue to 
fund our infrastructure,” 
Stopfer said. “We can get 
the new major roads the 
state pays for, but then you 
have to deal with the feed-
er roads, too. While you 
have [highways] 183 and 
114, you have to make sure 
that roads like MacArthur, 
O’Connor, Story and oth-
ers are all in shape and 
they coordinate and mix 
together well. Then once 
you have the feeder roads, 
you have to deal with 
neighborhood roads.”

Summit speakers pre-
sented several ideas for 
rapid transit around the 
Metroplex and beyond.

“I think the hyperloop is 
really interesting,” Stopfer 
said. “I think we’ve all gone 
to the bank and put our 
deposit in the [container] 
and [the pneumatic tube] 
sucks it in. Having the 
ability to get in a little tube 
thing and fly around like 
the Jetsons would be great, 
and it’s really not that cra-
zy of an idea. I think it’s 
going to happen. 

“The thing that’s really 
interesting about the inno-
vations here is we used to 
talk about them like they 
would be five years, ten 
years, 50 years into the 
future, and it’s just not like 
that anymore,” he said.

Valerie Kornahrens, the 
electric vehicle fleet busi-
ness solutions develop-
ment manager for Nissan 
North America, believes 
electric cars are an import-
ant piece of transporta-
tion’s future. 

“[A reason people 
should be interested in 
electric cars] is the green-
house gas effect that inter-
nal combustion vehicles 
[contribute to] and the fact 
that [electric cars] are so 
much more economical, 
clean and fun to drive,” 
Kornahrens said. “The up-
front costs may seem high, 
but the benefits balance 
out. There’s a $7,500 tax 
credit still available on the 
Nissan Leaf, as well as oth-
er factory programs and 
rebates. Even though you 

see a $30,000 starting 
price on a vehicle, they’re 
really down into the low 
$20,000’s, which puts 
them priced very com-
petitively with gasoline 
cars.”

The cost per mile of 
an electric car versus a 
gasoline car is striking, 
according to Kornahrens.

“Mileage-wise, the cost 
to drive [an electric car] 
is three to four cents a 
mile versus 12 to 25 cents 
a mile on most vehicles,” 
Kornahrens said. “De-
pending on the car, the 
EPA charge, which is a 
combination between 
city and highway mile-
age, on a Nissan Leaf-S, 
150-miles is the EPA 
range on it. If you just 
drive it around the city, 
you might get 200 miles. 
If you drive it on the 
highway, you might get 
100 miles. It depends on 
the speed you’re driving 
and the number of times 
you’re starting and stop-
ping. 

“Believe it or not, with 
an electric car, it is ad-
vantageous to start and 
stop because of regener-
ative braking. When you 
hit the brakes, it puts the 
power back into the bat-
tery.

“If you’re charging at 
home and you have a 
220-volt charger, it will 
charge at about 20 mph, 
so by the next morning, 
you’re full. If you have 
a 120-volt charger in 
your garage, it charges at 
about 3 mph. It depends 
on how far you need to 
drive and how often you 
take your car out. We also 
have fast charging, which 
takes about 45 to 50 min-
utes to charge a battery 
up to 80 percent. 

“Another advantage is 
the savings on repairs. 
Not much goes wrong 
with these cars. I have 
friends who have gone 
well over 100,000 miles 
that have never even 
had to replace the brake 
pads,” Kornahrens said.

Sowers Community Cele-
bration & Appreciation
Sept. 28, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Reminisce about Old Irving 
History and the surrounding 
Sowers Community. Celebrate 
Improvements to the Cemetery 
and discover one of Irving’s most 
historic sites, 3101 W Pioneer Dr, 
Irving, TX 75061.

Miss Mature Irving 2019
Oct. 4, 7 – 9 p.m.
Celebrate the unique beauty 
of our Irving senior women as 
they contend for the title of Ms. 
Mature Irving at the Irving Arts 
Center, 3333 N MacArthur Blvd, 
Irving, TX 75062. Contestants 
will be judged on personality, 
talent and evening wear. All 
ages are welcome to attend. 
This event is free and open to 
the public. 
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IT'S ELEMENTARY WATSON: Coppell ISD officials cut the ribbon during 
the grand opening ceremony for Canyon Ranch Elementary. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

See ELEMENTARY
Page 7

UP IN FLAMES: Flames rise above Reflections at Valley Ranch as firefighters work to put out the fire. /Photo by John Starkey.

See  SILVER LINE 
Page 4
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Congratulations

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

To Coach Jim Bennett for having 
the Irving High School field house 

named after him.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Irving—Fire brought the 

community of Reflections at 
Valley Ranch, located at 8801 
Rodeo Dr. in Irving, together 
late Saturday evening, Sept. 21. 

Sirens filled the air alert-
ing neighbors throughout the 
complex to the drama unfold-
ing as flames reached toward 
the dark sky. 

For more than two hours 
groups of people stood close 
together, watching and talking 
behind yellow tape as firefight-
ers worked. Inside the manag-
er’s office, a handful of families, 
some clinging to small pets, 
built a comradery around loss 
as they planned where to stay 
for the remainder of the night. 

Airphiaa Sarakn lives in a 
cluster of apartments next to 
the section that caught fire. 
Driving into the complex she 
thought her home was ablaze 
until she realized she was see-
ing the flames reflected in win-
dows.

“We were calling 911 to re-
port the fire, and everyone was 
rushing outside,” Sarakn said. 

Another neighbor, Jay An-
derson, once saw a warehouse 
fire, but the fire that night was 
the most menacing he had ever 
witnessed. 

“This is a little concerning, 
because it’s the second unit 
[fire] in a year,” Anderson said. 

By Stacey Doud
DFW—DART (Dallas Area 

Rapid Transit) hosted six cere-
monial groundbreakings for its 
Silver Line on Thursday, Sept. 
19. The rail line will run 26 
miles, connecting DFW Inter-
national Airport to Grapevine, 
Coppell, Dallas, Carrollton, Ad-
dison, Richardson and Plano. 

The Silver Line will extend 
60 miles along the historic Cot-
ton Belt corridor from Plano to 
Fort Worth. DART estimates 
11,200 people will be riding the 
line by 2040.

The groundbreaking activi-
ties consisted of presentations 
by the mayor or a representa-
tive of the cities along the new 
line, including Coppell, Addi-
son, Carrollton, Dallas, Rich-

By Luke Schumacher
Coppell—Coppell ISD host-

ed a grand opening celebra-
tion for its newest school, 
Canyon Ranch Elementary, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18.

“It has truly been a dream 
come true,” Ashley Minton, 
principal of Canyon Ranch El-
ementary, said. “We had a lot 
of planning and dreaming but 
to see the building come to life 
with the people in it has just 
been the greatest thing.

“To see the kids using the 
spaces like we thought they 
would, and seeing educators 
doing what they do best, loving 
on the kids and in this beautiful 
space, has been a dream come 
true.”

The $29 million, 11,000 
square-feet school, was fund-
ed by a 2016 bond. Brad Hunt, 
superintendent of Coppell ISD, 
shared his favorite aspects of 
the school.

“I think that the school looks 
amazing,” Hunt said. “I love 
the internal courtyard that you 
can go out and use as a learning 
place, a place to play, or even 
to eat. I love the little nooks 
in the library. I love the house 
concept system. I love that it’s 

Fire leaves families displaced

DART Silver Line breaks 
ground in six cities

Canyon Ranch Elementary 
celebrates grand opening

so open, inviting, and welcom-
ing.”

“We have six vertical hous-
es,” Minton said. “Three of 
them are kindergarten through 
second, and three are third 
through fifth. For example, 
when you walk into orange 
house, you will see third grade 
classes, fourth grade classes 
and fifth grade classes.

“They each have a classroom 
space, but they have an open 
flexible space in the middle, 
and collaboration spaces be-
tween classrooms. The intent 
behind that is both the social 
and emotional side of it with 
relationship building and com-
munity building, and also so 
our teachers are able to collab-
orate together. They’re able to 
plan vertically. 

“The kids get to work with 
kids of all ages and learn, men-
tor and build relationships 
with people who are not just 
their age.”

“I enjoy the house system at 
CRE, because you get to work 
with kids who are older and 
younger than us, which is awe-
some,” Bianca Podval, a fifth 
grade student, said. “Some 
[other] features I love about 

Canyon Ranch is the flexible 
furniture in our learning spac-
es. You can move the furniture 
to where you want it to be, and 
I like the option to learn where 
I feel most comfortable.

“Some things I love about 
the spaces are the whiteboards, 
because they are really easy to 

Sue Bauman discusses the economic impacts of the coming Silver Line. /Photo by Stacey 
Doud.

“It makes me wonder if it’s a 
structural thing or if the fire 
started some other way. I guess 
we won’t know until we know 
exactly what caused it.

“I talked to the cop, he said 
he thinks everybody is out. 
They don’t think anybody is left 
in the building. They said they 
won’t know until they get the 
fire out and go through.

“It’s pretty wicked to watch. 
To actually see the fire spread 
across is pretty concerning. 
When I came out, it was just 
starting. 

“This is almost like some-
thing you see on a haunted 
movie. I don’t know how to ex-
plain it,” he said.

The previous fire Ander-
son mentioned was caused by 
smoking materials. 

Though his wife and two 
children escaped from the fire, 
Vula Vally was filled with con-
sternation and dismay as he 
watched his home burn. 

“The fire started from the 
back of the building,” Vally 
said. “Not on the inside, on 
the outside. I live on the mid-
dle floor. It started from the 
ground. A little bit of fire came 
up to our bedroom, and I got 
my kids out.

“I don’t know what I’m going 
to do. I lost everything. I lost 
my passport. I lost my green 
card. I don’t have anything. Ac-

tually I have my phone. Except 
for my phone, I don’t have any-
thing,” he said. 

The Irving Fire Department 
received no reports of injuries 
from the fire. Fourteen fire 
suppression vehicles, three 
EMS vehicles and five other 
fire vehicles were sent to the 
scene. 

An estimated 50 people were 
displaced by the destruction of 
13 apartment units. The Red 

Cross helped families from 11 
of the units find places to relo-
cate. 

The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. 
If you smell smoke or see a 

fire, call 911 as soon as possible. 
Any delay in reporting infor-

mation to the fire department 
can cause loss of property and 
may cause loss of life. 
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NO GAS NEEDED: Electric cars are featured during the National Drive Electric Week Car Show. /Photo by Sheri 
Gibbs.
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Faya
Hello beautiful people! My name is Faya and I'm about 1 year old. My 
name comes from a Middle English word meaning "fairy" and just like these 
legendary creatures, while I may take my time let you get to know me, once 
I'm comfortable, you'll be enchanted with my magical powers of love! I was 
found roaming the streets looking for other magical beings when a kind 
person took me in. Sadly, they could not keep me so I came to this dreamy 
place. Everyone has been so nice but my real dream is to be in a home with 
my own human to love me for years to come. Just think of all the marvelous 
ways we could spend our days relaxing and snuggling!

Jack
Hi there. My name is Jack. I'm a little over a year 
old, and was rescued from another shelter. They 
say I'm an American Pit Bull mix. But most Pit 
Bulls are calm, and I'm an active boy. My beautiful 
smooth brindle coat and energy level, may indicate 
some Plott Hound mix. I am an active boy looking 
for a scent, a friend or a job to do. My hobbies 
include exploring, taking walks, and chilling with 
my humans. I'm eager to please, and I've learned 
a few commands. Come meet me. I will be chilling 
and waiting.

Saturday,
 Oct. 5th

Come join the Brown's 
Memorial Funeral Home team! 

Registration is open now! 
http://tinyurl.com/y3spkrzc

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Austin Middle 

School in Irving was placed on 
lockdown, Thursday, Sept. 19, 

ardson and Plano. 
Following the final ground-

breaking, the crowd adjourned 
to the Hyatt Regency DFW Ho-
tel for lunch.

“We’ve had a busy morning 
today, breaking ground along 
the Silver Line corridor,” Gary 
Thomas, DART president and 
executive director, said. “The 
project was actually on our 
map in 1983, so for 36 years 
now, we’ve talked about this 
opportunity and this project.

“In Richardson, somebody 
asked when the project was ac-
tually going to start, and I said, 
‘2022,’ and true to our fashion, 
I said Dec. 31 at midnight. As 
the program went on in Rich-
ardson, I think we got talked 
about a breakfast opening on 
Dec. 31, not midnight, so you 
might have to accelerate your 
time frame just a little bit.” 

Archer Western Herzog 
(AWH), which is a joint ven-
ture between Archer Western 
Construction and Herzog Con-
tracting Corporation, has built 
or operated every commuter 
rail system in Texas. 

“We’ve completed seven 
projects for DART over the 
last 20 years, and one of my 
first jobs was on the Red Line 
in Richardson,” Joe Lee, AWH 
senior vice president, said. “We 
also built the blue signature 

bridge [Arapaho Road Bridge] 
in Addison. And of course, 
we’ve done many jobs here at 
the airport and for TEXRail.

“Our goal is to be a good 
neighbor while we are building 
this project and to design and 
build a high-quality, safe proj-
ect we can all be proud of for 
years to come.” 

The new $1.1 billion rail 
line will create approximate-
ly 210,000 new jobs within a 
half-mile of the corridor. There 
will be 10 regional rail stations 
built strategically around the 
corridor and the Silver Line 
will connect to four rail lines: 
Orange, Green, Red and TEX-
Rail. A one-way trip from DFW 
Airport to Shiloh Road in Plano 
will take about 58 minutes.

“This is such an exciting 
time for our service area,” Sue 
Bauman, DART Board chair-
person, said. “We all know 
we’re growing and with all of 
our member cities and the area 
cities, this project is a real part-
nership.” 

Some cities along the corri-
dor are not official DART cities, 
but will be affected by the Sil-
ver Line.

“We are not a [DART] mem-
ber city, but we are an area city 
that will be impacted by the Sil-
ver Line,” Coppell Mayor Kar-
en Hunt said. “I want to thank 

each and every one of these 
mayors and DART for allowing 
us to be a part of the conversa-
tion.”

By Sheri Gibbs
Irving—The North Irving 

Transit Center served as the 
hub for electric vehicle cre-
ators, distributors, and en-
thusiasts during the National 
Drive Electric Week Car Show 
on Saturday, Sept. 21. 

People had opportunities to 
test drive the industry’s new-
est electric vehicle models, 
including the BMW I8, Tesla 
Model X, and Karma GT. Daily 
commuter vehicles were at the 
event including the Kia Soul, 
Nissan Leaf, and the Chevrolet 
Volt. 

The event also showcased 
unique vehicles like a hand-
built solar car made by the 
Robotics Team at Winston 
High School. The car will be 
presented as their entry for the 
2020 FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition, a nation-wide student 
competition. The car, named 
Sol 3, is scheduled for multiple 
revisions before the upcoming 
competition in July to help in-
crease speed and steering. 

“[We are] adding a fifth 
panel for a 20 percent power 
increase, lighter batteries, and 

Austin Middle School placed on lockdown
because the Irving Police De-
partment received a report of 
a man with a gun outside the 
school. 

Police searched the area, 
however, they found no weap-
ons or suspects, and the lock-
down was lifted about two 

hours later.
Irving ISD released the fol-

lowing statement Friday:
“Irving Police has concluded 

the investigation into whom 
was seen in the parking lot of 
Austin Middle School with a 
weapon. As Irving PD followed 
up on all possible investigative 
leads into this possible threat, 
Irving PD discovered the male 
of interest is actually a law en-
forcement officer. The officer is 
part of an outside agency task 
force that was serving a war-
rant on a nearby street, and 
they staged their vehicles in the 
parking lot of the school.

“Irving Police wants to in-

form everyone there was nev-
er a threat to Austin Middle 
School. The task force did ap-
prehend their wanted person 
for a warrant out of Louisiana. 
There is no threat to the public 
or Irving School Campuses. 

“Irving PD is appreciative of 
the parent who called in and 
continues to remind people, ‘if 
you see something, say some-
thing.’ 

“As always, the safety and se-
curity of our students and staff 
is our top priority.”

Austin—Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar reminds Texans that 
applications now are being 
accepted for 2019-20 Texas 
Match the Promise Founda-
tion℠ awards.

The foundation, in coopera-
tion with the Comptroller’s of-
fice, encourages Texas families 
to save for college by offering 
competitive matching scholar-
ships and tuition grants to Tex-
as students who are beneficia-
ries of a Texas Tuition Promise 
Fund® (TTPF) account, the 
state’s prepaid college tuition 

Electric cars may be future

adjusting the wheel alignment 
for less rolling resistance,” Tri-
ton Shoup, the team captain for 
Winston High School said.

Teen solar car enthusiast 
Adam Lansing constructed his 
first solar car after learning 
about an electric car conver-
sion professional. 

“I saw a guy named John 

Waylon in Portland, OR when 
I was 11 years old, sitting on 
my grandma’s couch,” Lansing 
said. “I see this car called the 
White Zombie. It went 0-60 
in 1.2 seconds, and I thought, I 
can do that.” 

Lansing brought his con-
verted electric VW Beetle to 
the event, which has about 200 

horsepower and can go from 
0-60 mph in approximately 
four seconds. The Beetle has 
a fingerprint start and 350 ft/
lbs of instant torque. Lansing 
plans to continue converting 
classic model cars to electric 
vehicles to offer green alterna-
tives.

By Stacey Doud
Irving—Laws signed by Tex-

as Governor Greg Abbott went 
into effect on Sept. 1, creating 
new markets and opportuni-
ties for those who deal in CBD 
(cannabidiol) and hemp. As a 
result, Lucky Leaf held their in-
augural expo at the Irving Con-

Match the Promise 
scholarship 

applications open
plan.

Match the Promise schol-
arships are awarded in the 
form of TTPF tuition units. 
Approved recipients can re-
ceive matching scholarships 
of tuition units worth up to 
$1,000 at today’s prices, while 
top-scoring recipients also can 
receive one-time grants of tui-
tion units worth $2,000 at to-
day’s prices.

“During the 2018-19 school 
year, the foundation approved 

Lucky Leaf Expo visitors 
plan for hemp, CBD industry

vention Center, Sept. 21 – 22.
While CBD sales are now le-

gal in Texas, farmers are wait-
ing for the political process to 
make it legal to plant, grow and 
cultivate the hemp in the state 
via Bill 1325, which was passed 
in the spring of 2019. This bill 
legalizes the industrialization 

of hemp from the farming to 
the manufacturing and to the 
retail sale. The bill needs to 
pass USDA and FDA qualifiers 
to go into effect.

“Lucky Leaf [chose Irving] 

See  MATCH THE PROMISE
Page 6

See   LUCKY LEAF
Page 6
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Teachers and students explore tablets provided by the Verizon Innovative Learning 
initiative. /Photo by Kayla Henson.

EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Dwight Spangler March 1, 1924 – Sep. 16, 2019
Marilyn Markus Feb. 10, 1940 – Sep. 21, 2019

Patricia Lynn Trifovesti-Stowell Oct. 6, 1959 – Sep. 21, 2019
Orville “Chip” Ray Morton Sep. 25, 1953- Sep. 23, 2019 

Ann Shafer July 30, 1940 – Sep. 24, 2019
Jose C. Benitez Dec. 8, 1971- Sep. 24, 2019 

James “Jim” Wilcox July 28, 1921 – Sep. 25, 2019

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Charlotte Terry Nov. 19, 1929 – Sep. 18, 2019
Jane Gardner Sep. 2, 1944 – Sep. 13, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES

LEGAL

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10260

DEVELOPMENT PLAN CASE NO. DVP19-0002
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - PUD

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT NO. 6 (PUD 6) ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED 
AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE CHARLES BAKER SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT 107, PAGE 756 AND 757, TRACT 4, AND LOCATED 
ON APPROXIMATELY 32.8 ACRES LOCATED SOUTH OF TEXAS 
PLAZA DRIVE AND EAST OF TOM BRANIFF DRIVE, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; APPROVING DEVELOPMENT PLAN DVP19-0002, PUD 
6, ALLOWING ON SUCH TRACT 445 ADDITIONAL RESIDENTIAL 
UNITS IN A PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, ACCORDING TO 
THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10261

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0044
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE RIDGECREST 8 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 3002 ALTMAN DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10262

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0049
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MUSTANG 
CROSSINGS BUSINESS PARK ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 2350 
AND 2800 VALLEY VIEW LANE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C AND 
HOTEL USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10264

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0058
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 

COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE IRVING OAKS 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 336 AND 404 CLARK STREET, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID 
PROPERTY FROM HCD-NMU HERITAGE CROSSING DISTRICT – 
NEIGHBORHOOD MIXED USE SUBDISTRICT UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR HCD-NMU DISTRICT USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10265

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0059
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS 
URBAN CENTER TWENTY-SIXTH INSTALLMENT ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 455 EAST JOHN W. CARPENTER FREEWAY, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USES OF 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND HOTEL USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144 UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND HOTEL USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, 
SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS 
HELD TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10266

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0068
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-C

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ATLANTIC 
OIL/161 ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 5140 NORTH BELT LINE 
ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO C-C 
COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on September 19, 2019.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE TEXAS 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION FOR A 
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, 
A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE PERMIT AND A 
PACKAGE STORE TASTING PERMIT BY QUALITY 
LICENSING CORP. D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING 
CORP. (STORE #2649) LOCATED AT 1635 MARKET 
PLACE BLVD., IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 
77573. OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN 
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. 
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. 
LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE 
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION 
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE 
LICENSE, A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE 
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE STORE TASTING 
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A 
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE #880) 
LOCATED AT 4100 W AIRPORT FWY, IRVING, 
DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 77573. OFFICERS 
OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN SCUDDER, 
PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP; 
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. LAZENBY, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Wine & Beer Retailer’s 
Permit by B2T2 Family Entertainment, LLC dba 
Big Air Las Colinas, to be located at 2000 Market 
Place Blvd., Irving, Dallas County, Texas.  Officers of 
said LLC are Robert Behrend, Manager; Alexander 
Kennedy, Manager.

One plot over and under internment, plus brass marker. $3500.00 at 
Oak Grove Memorial. Call 214-770-6834 and leave a message.

Techbits, Inc. has multiple openings at multiple levels for the 
following positions:
 
Master’s only/equiv. BI Developer (TBID19): Transforming and loading 
data; modeling data flows. Teradata Developer I (TTDI19): Perform 
requirement gathering, design, development implementation 
and testing of data warehousing and business intelligence 
applications. 
 
Master’s +1 yr exp/equiv. 
Pega Developer (TPD19): 
PEGA, SQL, PL/SQL, RUBY, PRPC, SOAP.
 
Master’s +2yrs/Bachelor’s +5 yrs exp/equiv. .Net 
Developer (TND19): .Net Framework, ASP, C#.Net, VB.Net, 
PL/SQL. 
 
Mail resume with job ID to HR: 400 E Royal Ln, Suite 207, Irving, TX 
75039. Unanticipated work site locations throughout U.S. Foreign equiv. 
accepted.

FOR SALE

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals who enjoy 
working closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & Basic Computer Skills and 
willingness to establish and maintain profitable relationships with customers. 
For more information call 972-870-1992 or email johns@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales Representatives
By Ariel Graham

Irving—Three more Irving 
ISD middle schools joined the 
Verizon Innovative Learning 
(VIL) initiative during a kick-
off event held at de Zavala Mid-
dle School on Friday, Sept. 6.

The VIL provides free tech-
nology with internet access and 
hands-on learning experiences 
to help educate underserved 
students. de Zavala, Johnson 
and Travis Middle Schools are 
among 52 schools joining Veri-
zon Innovative Learning for the 
2019-20 school year. With the 
new cohort, the total number of 
middle schools in the program 
nationwide is now 152, which 
includes Irving ISD’s other five 
middle schools that joined the 
program in 2017.

Jeannine Brew-Braggs, a 
Verizon spokeswoman, said Ir-
ving ISD is now the only school 
district in the country where all 
the middle schools are partici-
pating in the program.

“It’s always exciting to be a 
part of these events, because 
they’re so symbolic of learn-
ing, education, being a part 
of the community and really 
investing in the students and 
the future,” Braggs said. “It 
represents an investment in 
the community that Verizon is 
a part of. In total, eight Irving 
middle schools are a part of the 
program, which is 100 percent 
of the middle schools in Irving. 
It’s the only school district in 
the country that has all their 
middle schools in the program, 
so it’s really exciting.”

“The VILs initiative means a 
lot to our de Zavala students, 
staff, parents and communi-
ty,” Anika Horgan, principal 
of de Zavala Middle School, 
said. “Technology has revo-
lutionized the way we think, 
work and play, and when it’s 
integrated into the curriculum, 
it revolutionizes the learning 
process for all of our students. 
The VILs initiative provides 
different learning pathways 
that many of our students 
would normally not have an 
opportunity to experience. 
Research shows technology 
integration in the curriculum 
improves students’ learning 
processes and outcomes.”

The VIL not only provides 
students with their own indi-
vidual tablets, but access to 

Middle schools 
join VIL program

Google Classroom and oth-
er data services teachers can 
easily integrate into their cur-
riculum and students can eas-
ily access while away from the 
school.

“There’s an opportunity to 
learn other languages, to prac-
tice coding and to learn more 
about math,” Braggs said. 
“They’ll be able to do this at 
their fingertips at their leisure 
at home, but also the teachers 
are able to infuse that into the 
curriculum here at school, es-
pecially since all the students 
will have the tablets. You don’t 
have to worry about who has 
them and who doesn’t. It’s a 
really extensive process to be 
a part of the program, because 
the whole purpose is to make 
certain the students and the 
teachers are successful.”

“I am excited this opportuni-
ty will allow all middle school 
students in Irving ISD to have 
access to the internet and other 
resources at home, so they can 
extend their learning,” Horgan 
said. “As we prepare our stu-
dents to be successful in their 
careers and in college, the VILs 
initiative helps us develop our 
students’ personal and social 
responsibility, critical thinking 
and reasoning. 

“Through Google Classroom 
and various instructional apps, 
students have the opportunity 
to build strong communica-
tion skills for both interper-
sonal and presentation needs. 
We know this initiative will 
help our students have better 
cross-cultural understanding 
as they Skype with other class-
rooms or professionals, expe-
rience virtual learning, and vi-
sualize and decide when to use 
technology to complete a task 
or learn about a topic.”

One parent, Jennifer Casas, 
said her son Andrew was eager 
to use his new tablet both in the 
classroom and at home.

“[Andrew] is excited to use it 
at home and to be able to do all 
his homework at home,” Casas 
said. “I think it’s great, because 
when they assign stuff, they 
use Google Classroom a lot, so 
[the students] can actually go 
home and do it immediately at 
home. They won’t have to go to 
a library to use the computer, 
because they’ll have that tech-
nology right at their fingertips.”
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LUCKY LEAF 
Continued from Page 4

The collaboration spaces in each of the six 'houses' allow students and 
teachers to work together. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

ELEMENTARY
Continued from Page 3

use and fun to work on. Anoth-
er thing I love about the space 
is using the big tech board in 
every classroom. These are 
super cool technologies that 
help every learner learn at their 
best. In addition, one thing I 
love about Canyon Ranch is the 
teachers. All the teachers help 
kids feel welcome with every-
one being new to the school.”

“We are proud to be Canyon 
Ranch coyotes and a part of 
each learners story,” Kylie Go-
dinez, a second grade teacher, 
said. “We as a staff got to spend 
time together before school 
began and begin the process 

of defining our vision for the 
school. 

“When we dream of what 
we want for our kids in this 
community, our overarching 
thoughts are that we want to 
develop well rounded, deep 
thinking contributors to our 
society. We hope to provide 
opportunities for them to grow 
not only academically, but so-
cially and emotionally as well. 
We believe that together we can 
guarantee success for each in-
dividual here at Canyon Ranch. 
We know these children will 
someday be the leaders of our 
communities.”

because we wanted a nice ven-
ue between Fort Worth and 
Dallas and close to the airports, 
because we had a lot of people 
coming in from out of town,” 
Chad Slay, expo organizer, 
said. “It’s a real pretty building 
with great architecture, and it 
was the right setting for us. We 
like to be a little bit upper-scale.

“My dad had a lot of back 
pain, and he experimented 
with CBD and marijuana. It’s 
interesting how you can flip 
from being in so much pain to 
not having hardly any almost 
overnight.

“My sister and I formed 
[Lucky Leaf] in January of 
2019, and we took a gamble. 

Match the Promise scholar-
ships for 77 students,” Hegar 
said. “We’re excited about ap-
proving new matching schol-
arships and tuition grants for 
children who represent this 
state’s future.”

Fifth through ninth graders 
who have a TTPF account and 
whose families have annual 
incomes of $100,000 or less 
can apply for the matching 
scholarships and tuition grants 
through Dec. 31, 2019. To be 
considered for an award, stu-
dents must write a career essay 
and meet other requirements. 
Complete details can be found 
at MatchThePromise.org or 
by calling 800-531-5441, ext. 
3-7570.

Families also can enroll in 
TTPF during the scholarship 
application period if they ha-
ven’t already done so. TTPF 
allows families to purchase 
prepaid tuition units at today’s 
prices for tomorrow’s tuition 
and schoolwide required fees 
at most Texas public colleges 
and universities. Get more in-
formation at TuitionPromise.
org.

Match the Promise is funded 
by individuals who have donat-

ed the cash value of property 
held in the state’s unclaimed 
property program, as well as 
by donations from individuals, 
businesses and organizations 
and by state employees through 
the State Employee Charitable 
Campaign. The foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) federal tax-exempt 
public charity and is eligible to 
receive tax-deductible contri-
butions.

SOURCE Texas Comptroller’s Office

Alex Armstrong and Donald Hall from East Coast Hemp Co. show off their products. /
Photo by Stacey Doud.

We rolled the dice, and it end-
ed up working out. We are just 
a trade show organization. 
We don’t grow or sell. We just 
have places where people can 
gather under one roof, and we 
have speakers who talk about 
compliance and whatever. We 
try to bring the right people 
to exhibit and attract the right 
crowd.” 

There were over 1,200 regis-
tered attendees on the first day. 
The expo featured 50 vendors.

“CBD has .03 percent THC, 
which is a very low dose,” Slay 
said. “Marijuana plants have 
around 18 percent. It’s kind of 
hard to get high off of CBD, but 
the effects are there for relax-

ation and pain relief. 
“A lot of people think CBD is 

marijuana, so hopefully events 
like this will be educational.”

Expo booth vendors Alex 
Armstrong, Donald Hall and 
Ian Roop of the East Coast 
Hemp Co. traveled from Vir-
ginia and Florida. 

“We travel all over attending 
these expo shows,” Armstrong 
said. “I grow hemp in Alabama 
and Virginia. I grow THC in 
Colorado. We provide genetics 
to the Carolinas, Tennessee 
and Kentucky. We cultivate 
about 100 million seeds a year. 

“Texas is a brand new mar-
ket. We have phenomenal ge-
netics bred just for Texas. We 
have genetics that are ideal for 
the climate and the soil. I have 
millions of clones sitting on the 
border, waiting for the last laws 
to be passed.” 

Expo participants Drew 
Saint John and Zach Gaug-
er from Layman and Gauger 
Premium CBD are new to the 
industry.

“We’ve been in [the industry] 
about two months now,” Saint 
John said. “We are out of Lub-
bock, Texas. We have an on-
line shop that is direct-to-cus-
tomer, not a brick and mortar 
store.”

“The Gauger family are farm-
ers, and so when they passed 
the bill that you could poten-
tially farm [hemp], we were all 
for it, because it has a potential 
yield that’s higher than any 
other crop,” Gauger said.

“It’s frustrating because we 
are jumping through all these 
hoops to create this product 
we believe in,” Saint John said. 
“We’re not just trying to make 
a quick buck off of anything. 
We all use it for our own indi-
vidual purposes, and it’s quite 
frustrating that the politics of 
it are making the industry and 
our particular businesses work 
harder.”

“The FDA doesn’t allow us 
to have online sales doing the 
credit cards,” Gauger said. “We 
had to outsource credit card 
companies out of the country. 

The only thing we have found 
here is Square.” 

“It makes us sound some-
what sketchy to the gener-
al public that we have to do 
these things, like go through 
this business or this backdoor, 
when in reality, the only reason 
we have to do that is because 
our government is not help-
ing out,” Saint John said. “It’s 
building up the stigma of the 
industry. Every day, we have 
to answer questions, because 
there is this big intersection 
between marijuana and hemp. 
We have to dispel that con-
nection all the time. The gov-
ernment is basically forcing us 
to go through these back alley 
channels that are legal, but 
don’t look trustworthy.” 

Expo attendees John Vickery 
and Anastasia Light enjoyed 
the show.

“I have some land in central 
Texas and I wanted to explore 
the possibility of growing hemp 
there when it becomes legal,” 
Vickery said. “It’s tied up right 
now, and we have to wait for 
the guidelines and the rules to 
be established. We’re not sure 
when that’s going to be. Hope-
fully it’ll be before this next 
growing season.

“This Lucky Leaf Expo has 
provided an opportunity to ex-
plore all avenues of the hemp 
industry: irrigation, seeds, 
clones and all sorts of cultiva-
tion and processing. We are 
basically waiting on the green 
light, because we don’t know 
what kind of cultivation and 
testing needs to be done on the 
hemp plant, which needs to be 
done by the state.” 

“It’s nice to hear from peo-
ple who have experience in this 
field from start to finish,” Light 
said. “John is our cousin, so we 
combined our talents to try to 
make a go of this. My husband 
owns a nursery, and he’s at a 
nursery show in Florida this 
weekend.”

The possession and, or sale 
of cannabis (marijuana) re-
mains illegal in Texas.

MATCH THE PROMISE
Continued from Page 4

Austin–The hot, dry condi-
tions that have been gripping 
most of Texas could make 
Saturday’s archery-only white-
tailed deer season opener a 
challenge for bowhunters, yet 
those who know how to work 
the conditions can still find 
good hunting. For the first time 
this fall, hunters are required 
to report all antlerless deer 
harvested in 21 south-central 
Texas counties.

While the archery-only sea-
son kicks off this weekend and 
runs through Nov. 1, the gen-
eral gun season opener is still 
more than a month away on 
Nov. 2. A special youth-only 
weekend season is set for Oct. 
26-27. 

New this fall, hunters in 
parts of south-central Texas 
will be required to report all 
antlerless deer harvest in Aus-
tin, Bastrop, Caldwell, Colora-
do, Dewitt, Fayette, Gonzales, 
Guadalupe, Karnes, Lavaca, 
Lee, Waller, Washington, and 
Wilson. Counties also includ-
ed in that change are Goliad, 
Jackson, Victoria, and Whar-

Expectations high 
for archery season

ton counties north of U.S. 
Highway 59 and Comal, Hays, 
and Travis east of IH-35. 

Any antlerless deer har-
vested during the archery, 
youth-only, muzzleloader, and 
the 4 doe-days during the gen-
eral season is required to be re-
ported to the department with-
in 24 hours of harvest.

Hunters are also reminded 
to review the TPWD chronic 
wasting disease regulations 
for information about CWD 
testing requirements and car-
cass movement restrictions for 
the 2019-2020 season. Also 
as a reminder, Texas hunters 
harvesting deer, elk, moose, 
or other susceptible species 
in other CWD-positive states 
must also comply with carcass 
movement restrictions when 
bringing those harvested an-
imals back into Texas. Ad-
ditionally, the Texas Animal 
Health Commission has man-
datory testing requirements 
that apply to elk, red deer, sika, 
moose, and reindeer.

SOURCE Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department



Page 7September 28, 2019972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was noted 20th-century author of speculative 
fiction Harlan Ellison -- whose writing credits 
include episodes of the original "Star Trek" 
series -- who made the following sage 
observation: "The two most common elements 
in the universe are hydrogen and stupidity."

* After his death in 2005, the ashes of Hunter 
S. Thompson -- pioneer of "gonzo" journalism 
and author of the infamous novel "Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas" -- were fired spaceward 
from a giant cannon to the accompaniment 
of fireworks and the Bob Dylan song "Mr. 
Tambourine Man."

* Wasps, evidently, don't have any time to 
waste. Those who study such things say that 
they take less than a minute to complete their 
courtship and mating rituals.

* All species of dog have a pink tongue -- except one. Chows' 
tongues are black.

* The automatic dishwasher was invented way back in 1886. 
A woman named Josephine Cochrane came up with the idea 
because she was unhappy with the way her fine china was being 
chipped by the servants who were washing it.

* According to a recent Zinus study on sleep anxiety in America, 
women are more likely than men to dream about being chased and 
having teeth fall out. Men, though, dream more often about being 
naked in public and flying. 

* If you're thinking of redecorating your child's room, you might want 
to keep this in mind: Studies show that the color pink has a soothing 
effect on children, blue lowers their blood pressure and increases 
attentiveness, and yellow excites and cheers kids. Avoid red if at 
all possible; it has been shown to raise children's blood pressure, 
respiration and heart rate as well as brain and muscle activity.
***
Thought for the Day: "Unfortunately, computers are also stupid. 
Unlike human beings, computers possess the truly profound 
stupidity of the inanimate." -- Bruce Sterling

1. ANATOMY: What is a more common name for 
the condition called podobromhidrosis?
2. MUSIC: Which famous rock singer was born 
with first and middle name Michael Phillip?
3. LITERATURE: What was the name of the 

mountain featured in "The Hobbit"?
4. TELEVISION: Which 1960s animated show included a character 
called Sweet Polly Purebred?
5. ENTERTAINERS: Which swashbuckling actor penned an 
autobiography titled "My Wicked, Wicked Ways"?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was President Richard Nixon's Secret 
Service code name?
7. MOVIES: On which planet did Luke Skywalker grow up in the "Star 
Wars" series?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which island nation sometimes is referred 
to poetically as Inisfail?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of porcupines called?
10. LANGUAGE: What does the word "zorro" mean in Spanish?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Stinky feet
2. Mick Jagger
3. Lonely Mountain
4. "Underdog"
5. Errol Flynn
6. Searchlight
7. Tatooine
8. Ireland
9. A prickle
10. Fox
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Judith Nicholson

Q: Why did you decide to 
join the Ms. Mature Irving 
competition?

A: I’m the president of Irving 
Noonday Lions Club, and Pat 
came and talked to us as a guest 
speaker. My secretary was sit-
ting across from me, and she 
kept giving me these evil eyes 
until I decided to enter. I’ve 
won a cooking contest at the 
district convention two years in 
a row, and I think they thought 
I was going to do something on 
cooking, but I’m not.

Q: How long have you lived 
in Irving?

A: [I moved here] seven 
years ago. My daughter lived 
here, and my sons lived in cold-
er climate. My granddaughter 
was expecting a baby, so I had 
to take care of that little baby.

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about living in Irving?

A: I’m near my daughter and 
my granddaughter and my two 
great grandchildren now.

Q: How are you involved in 
the Irving community?

A: I am in the Irving Enter-
tainment Series on the board, 
and I work with Main Stage at 
the Dupree Theatre. I make pil-
lowcase dresses for girls around 
the world. I make blankets for 
the Canine Companions. I’m in 
the retired teachers’ organiza-
tion. I sing in the Silvertones, 
and I’m in the church choir.

Q: What else would you like 
our readers to know about 
you?

A: I’m happy when I make 
other people happy. 

Betsy Naylor

Q: Why did you decide to 
join the Ms. Mature Irving 
competition?

A: Well, I’ve always been 
interested in competing. This 
year I’m working contract 
dentistry, so I can set my own 
hours. Pat Davenport and I are 
sopranos in our church choir at 
Plymouth Park Methodist. She 
said, ‘I’d love to have a church 
member in our pageant this 
year,’ so I just kind of got in.

Q: How long have you lived 
in Irving?

A: My husband and I have 
lived in Irving since 1986. He’s 
had a law practice here since 
1980, and we always dreamed 
of living in Las Colinas. In ’86, 
we moved here. We watched 
it grow as the Carpenters built 
the development. Both our 
boys went to Irving schools; 
one went to Irving High School 
and the other one to MacAr-
thur. We’ve made a lot of 
friends. We’ve found Irving to 
be a very welcoming place.

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about living in Irving?

A: I like the diversity, the 

openness for new people, and 
the attitude toward progress, 
that “can-do” attitude.

Q: How are you involved in 
the Irving community?

A: I’m doing mission work 
with our church. I sing in the 
choir. I’m beginning to learn to 
dance with the Lively Steppers 
and to entertain at the nursing 
homes. We’ve taken care of 
various family members, and 
so I feel it’s wonderful to give 
back to the elderly. I’ve done 
other things in Dallas, but here 
in Irving, I’ve done fundraising 
with the Las Colinas Sympho-
ny. I’ve done some with the 
theater guild. I’ve been in Las 
Colinas Women and also with 
the YWCA.

Q: What else would you like 
our readers to know about 
you?

A: Oh, I really don’t like to 
talk much about myself. When 
I go into a room, I always like 
to ask questions about anoth-
er person and get to know that 
person real well. So sitting here 
and having to answer ques-
tions about myself, that’s little 
hard to do. (laughs)

Susan Newman

Q: Why did you decide to 
join the Ms. Mature Irving 
competition?

A: I was kind of coerced by 
a friend. My friend and I were 
talking about it, and then the 
person in charge of the pag-
eant came up to me and said, ‘I 
hear you’re interested in being 
Ms. Mature Irving.’ And I said, 
‘Well, I might as well try.’

Q: How long have you lived 
in Irving?

A: I moved here 38 years ago 
when I married my husband.

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about living in Irving?

A: I enjoy that it’s still got a 
lot of the feel of a small town, 
and I know so many people. It’s 
just home now.

Q: How are you involved in 
the Irving community?

A: In the past, I was very in-
volved in cancer research, help-
ing find the money for that. I 
was on the PTA board, and the 
city PTA board, and a room 
mother. Having the daycare, I 
went over and above with the 
children I kept to make sure 
they were happy and healthy 
and had good homes.

Q: What else would you like 
our readers to know about 
you?

A: Nothing else, but I could 
probably think of a million 
things later. (laughs)

Damarie Augusto Phil-
lips

Q: Why did you decide to 
join the Ms. Mature Irving 
competition?

A: I’m an advocate for wom-
en and for families. I thought 
this would be the next logical 

step for me.
Q: How long have you lived 

in Irving?
A: I moved here seven years 

ago. My children and one of my 
sisters lived in Irving for over 
25 years. I just wanted to be 
with family after the death of 
my husband.

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about living in Irving?

A: It has a small town, inti-
mate feel to it, yet it’s close to 
Dallas. If you want something 
more, you can get out to it. But 
this is enough for me. I like it 
here.

Q: How are you involved in 
the Irving community?

A: I’m a first responder for 
victims of sexual assault. I go 
to the hospital whenever I’m 
called. I also volunteer teach-
ing English as a second lan-
guage through my church. I 
am in the process of joining 
the Lions Club and getting in-
volved with some of what they 
do. I also volunteer to interpret 
either medical situations or le-
gal situations for people who 
do not speak English but are 
Spanish speaking.

Q: What else would you like 
our readers to know about 
you?

A: I’m proud to serve in 
whatever way I can.

Kathleen Galvan

Q: Why did you decide to 
join the Ms. Mature Irving 
competition?

A: My line dancing troupe 
talked me into it. 

Q: How long have you lived 
in Irving?

A: I moved to Irving in 2012.
Q: What is your favorite 

thing about living in Irving?
A: Oh, I love it. It’s very di-

versified. You get all kinds of 
people here. You have Asians, 
you have Hispanics, you have 
all people from all walks of life 
here in Irving, and I love that.

Q: How are you involved in 
the Irving community?

A: I dance with the Lively 
Steppers. I go to the memory 
centers, nursing homes, and 
rehab centers and dance with 
them. 

I volunteer for the Cochlear 
Cooperation by talking with 
people who are considering 
implants. If they decide to get 
one, I support them on their 
journey. I also talk with the 
local media about cochlear im-
plants, and my own personal 
experiences. I’m also consider-
ing and talking with Pat about 
giving sign language classes at 
the Senior Center next year.

Q: What else would you like 
our readers to know about 
you?

A: I have two cochlear im-
plants and have been deaf all 
my life. It was a very long, hard 
road to figure out how to hear 
with these implants and how 
to speak, so people could un-
derstand me, because I never 
heard myself. I never heard a 
lot of the speech sounds. I nev-
er heard water. I never heard 
utensils. I never heard a lot of 
things. I had to go to speech 
therapy in order to learn what 
these sounds really sounded 
like and how to pronounce 
them. I would like to see more 
seniors get their hearing tested 
and get out of isolation, be-
cause that’s important. Once 

you are in isolation due to 
hearing loss, it can cause heart 
attacks, strokes and other se-
rious health issues, so I would 
like to see everyone get a hear-
ing test.

Alice Decker

Q: Why did you decide to 
join the Ms. Mature Irving 
competition?

A: I [actually] decided to last 
year, but I was late. I met Pat 
when I signed up to be a mem-
ber of [the senior center]. And 
I liked it, I looked around the 
wall [of past winners], I said, 
‘Wow, this is amazing.’ Then I 
realized, not a single Asian was 
on that wall, and that intrigued 
me. 

I talked to Pat and she kept 
sending me information. I 
couldn’t join last year, because 
I was on an Alaskan cruise. 
Then she called again this year, 
so I’m in. That’s really my drive, 
I wanted to represent this seg-
ment that’s not up on the wall.

Q: How long have you lived 
in Irving?

A: I lived in Irving off and on, 
but I’ve worked in Irving for a 
long time. I used to be a man-
ager at the Irving Community 
Hospital, and then we were 
acquired by Baylor Scott and 
White. That’s pretty much my 
history. 

I have always lived in Dallas 
County. During my younger 
years, I lived in Dallas, then got 
married and moved to Grand 
Prairie, and I was working in In 
Irving. So Irving is always like 
home to me.

Q: What is your favorite 
thing about living in Irving?

A: Irving is closest place to 
the airport, so I can just drive 
to the airport. During the time 
I was working, the Dallas Cow-
boys were right there, and 
I loved that. And of course, 
my work at Baylor. Those are 
the three things I really enjoy 
about living in Irving.

Q: How are you involved in 
the Irving community?

A: I will start off with my Li-
ons Club. First, I was in Dallas 
Filipino Lions Club. We always 
met in Irving in the Chinese 
restaurant on 183. I’ve been 
a Lion for 15 years. Then we 
moved a little further close to 
Valley Ranch. It’s kind of on 
the border between Irving and 

Coppell. I found the Coppell Li-
ons Club right there on the bor-
der, and I’ve been with them 
for a long time. 

Talking about community 
service, I’ve worked with the 
homeless before. I’ve done toy 
and food drives, and vision 
screenings too, because I’m a 
nurse. So you know, anything 
medical, healthcare, diabetics, 
I’m always in it. I was also a 
member of a group of physi-
cians that did medical missions 
back to the Philippines. 

Q: What else would you like 
our readers to know about 
you?

A: I’m 69 years old, and I 
have a husband. I retired re-
cently. I had 43 years as a reg-
istered nurse, and my husband 
had 46 years as an engineer. 
Our life is geared toward ser-
vice to others, because we want 
to be occupied with things we 
enjoy. We enjoy being Lions 
and serving those who need us.

MS. MATURE
Continued from Page 1

Best wishes to all the 2019 
Ms. Mature contestants from 
Greater Irving Republic Club!

Join us every 1st Tuesday of the 
month at Spring Creek.

Call 972-816-0783 for more information.

Subscribe to  Rambler ONLINE!
ramblernewspapers.com

Roy Moreno State Farm Agency
400 E. Royal Ln., Suite 209

Irving, TX 75039

Best wishes to the contestants! 


