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Community members salute fallen firefighters. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

Representatives from the Irving Fire 
Department place wreaths in honor of fallen 
firefighters./Photo by Stacey Doud.

See FALL FROLIC
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CELEBRATION: Airbus employees celebrate the company's 50th year of 
operations in the U.S. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

Officials cut the ceremonial ribbon, opening the Nature Explorer play area. /Photo by 
Ariel Graham.
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By Luke Schumacher
Grand Prairie—The whir-

ring of helicopters filled the 
air as employees of Airbus He-
licopters, Inc. celebrated 50 
years of operation in the Unit-
ed States. 

The company opened offices 

By Ariel Graham
Coppell—It was a day of cel-

ebrations and new beginnings 
during the Coppell Nature 
Park’s annual Fall Frolic event 
hosted Saturday, Oct. 5.

“Fall Frolic is our annual cel-
ebration of nature,” Molly Bu-
janda, community programs 
manager for the Biodiversity 
Education Center, said. “We 
make an easy hike on the trails 
really fun for this day every 
year. We put eight or ten ac-
tivity stations along the trails, 
so it’s sort of like a self-guided 
hike. We have signs along the 
way to make it easy for families, 
and we have live music at the 
trailhead. This year, the theme 
is ‘I Spy,’ so kids will stop by the 
stations and look through gog-
gles that allow them to see like 
an insect or put on ears where 
they can hear like a bat.

“I think [Fall Frolic is] an ap-
proachable way to invite peo-
ple out to the park who might 

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Irving Fire De-

partment honored firefighters 
who died in the line of duty 
during a ceremony in the Vet-
erans Memorial Park on Sun-
day, Oct. 6.

“This is only our second 
year doing this,” 
Battalion Chief 
Gabriel Grove 
said. “They have 
been doing it for 
about 22 years 
in Emmitsburg 
[Maryland]. It’s 
starting to filter 
out and spread 
out around the 
country to me-
morialize all of 
the firefighters 
who have been 
lost.

“This is a great 
way to remem-
ber our two fallen brothers, but 
it’s really for all firefighters who 
have lost their lives in the line 
of duty. My most important 

By Sheri Gibbs
Irving—National Night Out, 

held annually in Texas on the 
first Tuesday of October, was 
celebrated this year on Tues-
day, Oct. 1, with a variety of 
parties, cookouts, and gather-
ings. 

“It’s an opportunity for po-

Fire Department remembers the fallen
task in our ceremony is at the 
end when we go lay wreaths 
on the wall. At the very con-
clusion, I will take the wreaths 
to their final resting places [on 
the graves of the fallen] at Oak 
Grove Cemetery.”

After the presentation of 
colors, the Pledge 
of Allegiance and a 
prayer, the ceremo-
ny focused on fallen 
Irving firefighter 
James Pressnall, 
who passed away 
on Feb. 28, 1984 
in an apartment 
beam collapse; and 
Equipment Opera-
tor Wendell McClu-
er, who finished his 
watch on Jan. 25, 
1988 in a motor ve-
hicle accident.

“In Irving, we 
have been extreme-

ly fortunate in that we haven’t 
suffered a fatality in over 30 
years,” Grove said. “We can 
attribute such fortune to the 

training, leadership, equip-
ment, prevention and maybe 
just a little bit of luck. I can only 
hope that we never have to add 
another name to our wall.” 

“These brothers [Pressnall 
and McCluer] paid the ultimate 
sacrifice while performing their 
duties as firefighters,” Daniel 
Rozier, president of the Irving 
Firefighters’ Association said. 
“It’s that price weighs heavy on 
all the hearts of our firefight-
ers. We know we stand on the 
shoulders of these men and the 
thousands of firefighters who 
have been lost in the line of 
duty throughout the history of 
the American Fire Service. 

“It is the duty of every one of 
us working today to honor their 
memory and sacrifice by con-
stantly trying to improve our 
service and to take heed of our 
lessons learned. As firefighters, 
we are the ones called upon to 
aid our citizens on their worst 
day. We are proud we have the 
desire and the ability to step 
into the chaos and come away 

victorious over the challenges 
we have faced. We do this be-
cause of our dedication to our 
citizens.

“We continue to learn and 
improve as a service by exam-
ining what has occurred and 
working diligently to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again. 

“By understanding the past, 
we are better able to develop 
tactics and training, along with 
equipment to help reduce our 
risk and exposure. The dangers 
in this profession are many,” 
Rozier said. “We face the quick 
and often violent dangers asso-
ciated with fires and accidents, 

Coppell Nature Park, BEC 
anniversaries celebrated

not normally get on our trails. 
Some people find the idea of 
going for a hike out in nature 
intimidating. But this is just a 
great way for us to show them 
it’s actually beautiful. It’s pic-
turesque, it’s peaceful, and it’s 

easy to do with small children.”
However, this year’s festiv-

ities not only celebrated the 
coming of fall, but also the 15th 

Communities grow stronger 
with National Night Out

lice and firemen to come out 
and for the neighborhoods to 
get to know their beat cops,” 
Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer said. 
“One of the things we really 
try to push is neighborhood 
watches, so each neighborhood 
kind of looks after themselves. 

“This event gives an oppor-

tunity for neighborhoods to 
come together and spend some 
time to get to know each other. 
When you have a night that’s 
dedicated, you can really get 
people out for a reason.”

The event, started by Matt 

Airbus Helicopter 
celebrates 50 years 
of U.S. operations

in Texas in 1969, but it was not 
until 1980 that its operations 
moved to Grand Prairie. More 
than 500 people work in the 
Grand Prairie facility, which 
serves as the company’s re-

“By understanding 
the past, we are 

better able to 
develop tactics 

and training, along 
with equipment to 
help reduce our risk 

and exposure." 
-Daniel Rozier 
President of the Irving 

Firefighters Association

I Buy Houses

Broker
972-241-9999

Any Shape, Fast Cash!
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CAR-TASTIC: More than 4,500 people were dazzled during the 3rd Annual Park Place Luxury & Supercar Showcase 
at Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallas in Las Colinas on Sep. 28. The showcase featured 325 vehicles and raised $141,000 
benefiting the Baylor Scott & White Irving Healthcare Foundation. More photos can be viewed at RamblerNewspapers.com.
/Photos by Rodney J. Moore.
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GIVING BACK: Wendy Bleecker considers silent auction items and 
places her bids. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

To list your house 
of worship in the 
Rambler, please 
call 972-870-1992

WORSHIP

Supercars steal the show

By Caton Berry 
Coppell—The Cozby Library 

and Community Commons 
continued its Meet Your Neigh-
bor series on Saturday, Oct. 5, 
as panelists shared their expe-
riences with the LGBTQ+ com-

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—More than four hun-

dred guests attended Irving 
Cares’ Swingin’ Affair Gala pre-
sented at the Irving Conven-
tion Center on Friday, Sept. 20. 
The swing dance themed event 
included dinner and dancing, 
live and silent auctions, cigar 
rolling, and an impersonator. 

The event raised close to 
$300,000 for Irving Cares, 
which offers a variety of ser-
vices to the residents of Irving. 
The non-profit operates a food 
pantry, and provides job skills 
assistance, money manage-
ment classes, rent or mort-
gage assistance and access to 
a computer lab. The organiza-
tion also assists clients by ad-
dressing transportation needs, 
language barriers, professional 
clothing needs, childcare, and 

Meet Your Neighbor brings community closer
munity. 

Patrick Miller, the pan-
el moderator, offered his 
thoughts on why these types of 
conversations are important. 

“It takes a lot of courage to 
speak your story in front of 

others, especially strangers,” 
Miller said. “Today’s program 
is not meant to be a debate. It’s 
meant to be a conversation that 
leads to better understanding.

“I’m also part of the LGBTQ+ 
community. I’m the youngest 

of four boys. We were raised 
going to Catholic school. 

“When I first came out, it 
was kind of hard for my family. 
I was from northern San Anto-
nio, which was a very conserva-
tive community, and our com-
munity had a hard time with 
my coming out. Because my 
environment struggled with 
my sexuality, it made me strug-
gle with it as well. That’s why 
events like this are important 
to me. These events really open 
up the door of communication 
and help create a bridge to un-
derstanding.”

Kim Hatley shared her expe-
rience raising a son who is part 

of the LGBTQ+ community. 
“We’ve lived in Coppell since 

’84, before there was even a 
grocery store. I am a counsel-
or, and a proud mother of a 
gay son,” Hatley said. “My son 
graduated in ’05 from the high 
school, and we had some chal-
lenging experiences with him 
growing up in this community. 

“As a counselor, I do a lot of 
education with LGBT issues for 
teachers, administrators, and 
for other counselors who don’t 
have the experience working 
with LGBT community mem-
bers. There are a lot of coun-
selors who choose not to work 
with this population, and so I 

want to make sure the counsel-
ors who do want to work with 
this population have the infor-
mation and support they need.

“I have two children. I have 
a daughter who is 29 and in 
graduate school to be a coun-
selor. Marshall, my son, is 
now 32, and he was a different 
child growing up. When he was 
about six, I started to talk with 
my husband about how there 
might be some differences in 
our son. He tended to play 
with female gender-type toys. 
He enjoyed playing with girls 

Swingin’ Affair raises 
funds for those in need

educational needs. 
“I am always amazed at how 

much support and love the 
community has shown and 
continues to show Irving Cares 
and its mission,” Kyle Taylor, 
CEO of Irving Cares, said. “We 
cannot help folks without the 
support of the community. I 
am very thankful people put 
their trust in Irving Cares to 
help our community.” 

“Irving Cares is our point 
of contact if someone needs 
help,” Mayor Rick Stopfer said. 
“We are so fortunate to look 
around and see all the people. 
It is a testimony to what they 
really do at Irving Cares and 
how much this community 
supports the organization.” 

“The mission of Irving Cares 
is a hand up not a hand out,” 
Irving Police Chief Jeff Spiv-

ey said. “That is so important 
for members of our commu-
nity. They do not want to ask 
for help, because they do not 
want to seem like they are tak-
ing something they have not 
earned. But this organization 
is going to provide what people 
need to get back on their feet. 
We are all working together to 
support the organization that 
helps people out.” 

Linda Smith spoke about her 
experience working with Irving 
Cares to gain employment, 
housing, and stability. 

“I moved here from Dela-
ware, and I had a job lined up 
when I arrived here,” Smith 
said. “But the job was much 
harder than they had told me. 
I had a stroke, and I cannot 
stand up all night like they ex-
pected. When I lost that job, I 
lost my housing. Irving Cares 
provided me with food and 
with a coach to help me find 
work. I now have a better job, 
transportation, and my own 
apartment. It really is amazing. 

“The staff are very motivat-
ed and energetic. They want to 
help you help yourself get sta-
ble and turn your life around. If 
someone is needing some help, 
they should go up there and 
ask. Nobody will make you feel 
bad for asking for help. They 
are good people who want to 
help out.” 

See  LGBTQ
Page 10
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"About two in the 
morning, I woke 
up, and said to 

myself, ‘Wow, that’s 
really cool. I fell 

into Texas like I was 
born here.’"

-Harleydale Brown

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Continued from Page 1

By Caton Berry
Irving—Harleydale Brown, 

chaplain of the Friends of Tex-
as Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial, is a passionate musician 
and the first place winner of 
the 2019 Veterans Association 
Creative Arts Festival Com-
petition in the Country Music 
Song Writing division. 

“The name of the song is ‘I 
Fell Right Into Texas,’” Brown 
said. “I was inspired to write it 
by a chance meeting that I had 
with a man named Brian here 
in Irving. 

“I was having a guitar strap 
made, and Brian mentioned 
to me that he graduated from 
Irving. We found out we both 
knew the Diehl family, who 
I’d lived down the street from 
when I was a kid. Later, I met 
his wife, and she remembered 
me from when she was eight 
years old. Later that night at 
about two in the morning, I 
woke up, and said to myself, 
‘Wow, that’s really cool. I fell 
into Texas like I was born here.’ 
Then, I got up, wrote the song 
in twenty minutes, went back 
to bed, got up 
the next morning 
and picked up my 
guitar.

“About a 
month later, 
a man named 
Robert Hamp-
ton called me, 
and asked if I 
was going to put 
any entries in 
the creative arts 
contest this year. 
So, I went and re-
corded a couple 
of songs for the contest, but at 
first, I didn’t have ‘I Fell Right 
Into Texas’ in there” Brown 
said. “I decided to throw it 
in there, because I thought it 
could be my original country. 
About two months ago, Rob-
ert called me, and told me that 
out of 5,300 entries, I won first 
place in the nation.”

Brown is influenced by a va-
riety of musical sources. 

“I was raised in France for 
four years, and we had the 

Music plays on in Texas
Armed Forces Radio Network,” 
Brown said. “My grandmother 
would send tapes over to my 
family. She’d send Frank Sina-
tra tapes and that sort of thing 
to my mom. To my dad, she 
would send Johnny Cash and 
Jimmie Rodgers. One of the 
first songs I ever learned was 
‘All Around the Water Tank’ 
by Jimmie Rodgers. I started 
playing the harmonica at six 
years old. Merle Haggard and 
that kind of genre has been one 
of my biggest influences more 
recently.

“I’ve been playing music for 
short of seventy years, and out 
of all the gigs I’ve played, there 
have been three that were my 
most favorite. My first favor-
ite was the Miss California 
Teenage Pageant where I was 
the headliner. Second was the 
John Wayne American Can-
cer Society memorial benefit 
where I was also the headliner. 
Then, I was on the bill, but I 
wasn’t the headliner, for Mick-
ey Mouse’s 50th Anniversary in 
Los Angeles colosseum. There 
were 80,000 people in there! 

Those were my fa-
vorite three.

“At this age I’m 
at now, it’s amaz-
ing that I’m going 
down to Kalama-
zoo, Michigan in 
October to play 
in front of about 
10,000 people. I 
haven’t played to 
that many people 
since I played at 
the Inspiring Body 
of Christ Church 
down in Oak Cliff. 

They have about 20,000 mem-
bers, and there were about 
6,000 people there the day I 
sang. I got nervous that day. I 
wasn’t planning on perform-
ing, but the preacher, Rickie 
Rush, basically threw me right 
up on the stage, and I did the 
Lord’s Prayer acapella. 

“Their congregation is most-
ly African-American, and so I 
enjoyed getting up there be-
cause I was able in my own way 
to show the congregation that 

even though we had different 
skin colors, we all need to be 
more accepting of each other. 
The whole world should be that 
way.”

Brown uses his veterans cap 
to help illustrate this philoso-
phy. 

“This hat has all different 
shades of green,” Brown said. 
“Some people are one shade, 
others are a different shade, 
but we’re all green.”

Having written songs for 
many years, Brown has devel-
oped many personal favorites. 

“I’ve written one called ‘Cow-
boy Sky,’ which I wrote for my 
wife,” Brown said. “It was a 
lament from when I was away 
from her. I was actually at 
13,000 feet in the cold of the 
fall, looking straight up at the 
stars when that song came to 
me. I wrote the words, but the 
song had a bit of a gestation pe-
riod. I didn’t fully put it togeth-
er until a few years later when I 
was working with a bass player 
on putting some songs togeth-
er. He started doing a bit of a 
melody and that was when I 
found the song’s sound.

“Another song born that 
day was inspired by a saying 
from President George H. W. 
Bush. It was something like 
‘a million points of life and a 
kinder, gentler nation.’ Mike 
[the bass player] and I wrote 
a song called ‘A Kinder, Gen-
tler Nation,’ and there was a 
choir director who then took 
the song on a tour that went to 
Washington, D.C. Then, anoth-
er choir heard it, they picked 
it up, and it went internation-
al. The song was carried all 
around the world.

“Another favorite song 
I’ve written is called ‘Sweet 
Dreams,’ and I also wrote that 
for my wife. She always says 
tells me ‘sweet dreams’ at night 
before we go to bed, and so I 
wrote a song about that.

“I also wrote a song called 
‘Cowabunga.’ There was a ro-
deo bull at the Mesquite Rodeo, 
and that was his name. The 
bull didn’t really care who rode 
him. Actually, he was ridden 
a lot. However, when he got 
done, he would always make a 
complete lap around the arena, 
swinging snot all over people. I 

was inspired by that, and wrote 
a song, which is on one of my 
albums.

“I think I’ve done about 6 or 
7 albums now,” Brown said. “I 
think I’m on my 8th. Plus, I had 
a bunch of 45s that I did back 
in the day, and I also did an al-
bum out in California that was 
never produced. It went down 
the tubes. 

“My favorite album that I got 
to work on was ‘Harley’s An-
gels,’ because I got to play with 
all of LeAnn Rimes’ band. They 
were off the road, and LeAnn 
was in a bit of trouble with her 
dad, and so they didn’t really 
have anything to do. We went 
into the studio, and recorded 
the album in about 10 days. 

‘I Fell Right Into Texas’ will 
be on Brown’s new album as 
the title track. 

“My vision for the cover is 
there is going to be a well, and 
when you look down the well, 
the bottom is shaped like Tex-
as,” Brown said. “You’ll be able 
to see a cowboy’s pair of boots, 
with spurs that have come off, 
and that’s kind of how the cov-
er ties into the name of the al-
bum and song.”

Brown is fond of the idea of 
creating an album that tells a 
story. 

“A while ago, I had one in the 
works, called ‘Campfire Songs,’ 
which I wanted to do in honor 
of my friend, Bob Nelson. In 
’78 and ’79, I was the Colora-
do state yodeling champion, 
and he was one of the judges. 
He was also a pioneer, and so 
I wanted to do something to 
honor him. “Unfortunately, 
that was around the time of 
September 11, 2001, and I just 
couldn’t write after that. I was 
in tears over the whole thing, 
and instead, I wrote what I 
would consider to be a very an-
gry album, which didn’t really 
do too well. 

“At this point, however, I’m 
thinking about doing an album 
with all Texas-based songs. 
There are so many different ac-
cents in Texas. You go to East 
Texas, and you find slang. You 
go down to Fredericksburg, 
and you find German. West 
has a Czechoslovakian twist to 
it. I was thinking about writing 
something about that.”

When he isn’t busy creating 
music, Brown dedicates time to 
his other passion, cars. 

“I’ve got a ’46 Ford that I’m 
going to put an engine in, and 
I’ve got a ’73 Cadillac. I’ve also 
got a 1967 Silver Eagle, which 
was my original tour bus. Life 
on that bus was crazy, but 
there were never any drugs al-
lowed on my bus. I made sure 
of that,” Brown said.

A recording of ‘I Fell Right 
Into Texas’ is available on You-
Tube at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=U6ksl4X2ViI .

Harleydale Brown performs his country 
hits. /Photo provided by Harleydale Brown.

Bea & Bella
Hi there! I'm Bea, and this is my sister, Bella! Aren't we just the most 
beautiful calico cats you've ever seen? We could be twins, right? We're 
about 3 months old, and a wonderful human found us trapped under a city 
library when we were tiny kittens. They took care of us until we were old 
enough then brought us here. We are both shy and quiet but we do enjoy 
some attention. We love to cuddle and snuggle together. ow, while we are 
very close to each other and enjoy being together, we do not have to go 
home together. It would be great if we could but we understand that not 
everyone is ready for two cats. You should stop by and meet us.

Capitan 
Hey, hey, hey! It's Captain here! I was abandoned outside of a 
shelter with a badly broken leg. Can you believe that?? Luckily, 
these awesome folks got me to a vet who was able to repair the 
fracture. After the surgery, though I didn't like using that leg. It 
bothered me too much - so much in fact that I re-injured the 
leg, and it made more sense to have the leg removed. Now, my 
story may make you feel sad, but you don't need to because I'm 
so, so happy now! That's why I'm shopping around for my new 
family! I'm still young. I'm smart, I'm loving, I'm fun! You should 
come spend some time with me! I know that love will keep us 
together, so maybe you can be the Tenille to my Captain!

Irving Firefighters get out and about in the community during National Night Out. 
/Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

Ruth Ann Clift Bowen, 83, 
of Irving, passed away on Sep-
tember 28, 2019. She was born 
to the late Warren T Clift and 
Inez Ratliff Clift on April 22, 
1936 in Vernon, Wilbarger co, 
Texas. Ruth had three older 
siblings, two older brothers, 
Robert I Clift deceased, Wil-
liam H Clift deceased, and her 
sister Mary Lynn Clift Grev-
elle currently residing in San 
Antonio. The family lived in 
Vernon Tx, Crosby co, Texas 
and Lubbock, Texas during 
the 1930s. In 1940, the family 
moved to Austin, Texas. Ruth 
graduated from Austin High 
School and also received a B.S. 
in Education in 1958 from the 
University of Texas. Ruth mar-
ried Avery Wadsworth Bow-
en on April 30,1965 in Dallas, 
Texas. On August 2, 1966, they 
had a son, Clate Bowen. While 

in North Texas, Ruth taught 
school in Dallas, Carrolton, 
and Irving. Ruth was an ac-
complished elementary edu-
cator and art instructor. She 
was awarded Teacher of the 
Year while at Thomas Haley 
Elementary School in Irving. 
After teaching for 30 years she 
retired in 1991 and was a mem-
ber of the Irving Retired School 
Personnel Assoc. Ruth was a 
lifelong genealogist and loved 
researching her family history. 
She was a 25 year plus mem-
ber of the White Oak Chapter, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, serving as Chap-
ter Regent; a Charter Member 
and Past President of the Peter 
James Bailey Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the Republic of Texas; 
and a member and Past Presi-
dent of the Gen. Richard Gano 
Chapter, UDC. Ruth leaves be-
hind her son Clate Bowen, and 
her daughter in law Amanda 
Dalton Bowen. There will be a 
reception to celebrate the life of 
Ruth Bowen on Saturday Octo-
ber 12, 2019, 2pm-4pm, at The 
Four Seasons Hotel in Irving, 
Texas. Donations can be made 
in memory of Ruth Bowen to 
the Peter James Bailey Chap-
ter, Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas. The family would like 
to give thanks to all the friends 
and caregivers who loved Ruth 
over the years.

DEATH NOTICES
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242
Timothy Voss Nov. 14, 1964 – Sept. 30, 2019
Kathy Sanders July 29, 1952 – Oct. 1, 2019

Mike Schindler June 13, 1958 – Oct. 3, 2019
Charles “Chuck” Gibbs April 7, 1941 – Oct. 7, 2019

Charles Shelander Feb. 7, 1925 – Oct. 6, 2019
Virginia Hearn May 7, 1937 – Oct. 7, 2019

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Susie Ann Porter June 30, 1957 – Oct. 2, 2019
Jerry Mathis Winn Aug. 1, 1940 – Oct. 2, 2019
Dorothy A. King Oct. 31, 1944 – Oct. 2, 2019

Elizabeth Ann Brown Feb. 18, 1951 – Sep. 25, 2019
Jamie R Knowles July 11, 1976 – Oct. 4, 2019
Jessie B. Wilson Aug. 14, 1926 – Oct. 6, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES
RUTH ANN CLIFT BOWEN, 83

Peskin in 1984, was designed 
to combat neighborhood crime 
by creating closer ties between 
neighbors and communities. 
Today, more than 38 million 
people across the nation par-
ticipate in the program. 

Get-togethers were held all 
over Coppell, Grand Prairie 
and Irving. Groups of police 
and firefighters were busy visit-
ing neighborhoods throughout 
their cities. Firefighters offered 
firetruck tours while police offi-
cers visited with neighbors.  

“We get to show people that 
we’re not just robots,” Police 
Explorer Aaron Nicholas said. 
“I live in Irving, and it’s good to 
meet your neighbors, to know 
who you’re living with.”

Many of the National Night 
Out gatherings have become 
a tradition within their neigh-
borhoods. Former Irving May-
or Marvin Randle has hosted a 
National Night Out fish fry for 
years. He and his friends fry 
catfish, spam, green tomatoes, 
and French fries for more than 
100 neighbors. 

“It’s really just a way for the 
neighborhood to get to know 
each other,” Randle said. “We 
have one of the safest neigh-
borhoods [in the area] because 
every one of us is a policeman. 

If something’s wrong or we see 
something bad, we share it. 
We’re all close enough that we 
do that.”

In University Hills, live mu-
sic traveled through the streets 
as neighbors enjoyed food and 
games. 

Gaff Farms neighbors en-
joyed festivities that included 
children’s goodie bags and oth-
er souvenirs. 

“[National Night Out] pres-
ents an opportunity for resi-
dents to get to know their offi-
cers that work in their specific 
area of town,” Officer Reeves 
said. “We want our officers to 
be seen at these parties so resi-
dents can feel comfortable call-
ing the police.”

“It gives us a chance to talk 
about what’s going on in our 
neighborhoods and relate with 
one another,” resident Mark 
Bell said. “It’s good to know 
familiar faces when you’re out 
walking.” 

“I remember when this was 
a farm,” Karin Camprell said 
about moving to her Irving 
home from Germany in 1973. 
“Now it’s this beautiful neigh-
borhood. It’s very important 
that we know each other. It’s a 
safe neighborhood, because we 
look out for each other.”
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Consolidated Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain

Permit and Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision

Air Quality Standard Permit for Concrete Batch Plants Proposed Registration No. 52458L043

Application. Tiseo Paving Co., has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for an Air 
Quality Standard Permit, Registration No. 52458L043, which would authorize construction of a temporary concrete 
batch plant located 300 feet southeast of the Colwell Boulevard and West Northwest Highway intersection, Irving, 
Dallas County, Texas 75039. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided 
as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer to application. http://www.
tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=32.882155&lng=-96.946262&zoom=13&type=r. The proposed 
facility will emit the following air contaminants: particulate matter including (but not limited to) aggregate, cement, 
road dust, and particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on September 12, 2019. The executive director has completed the 
administrative and technical reviews of the application and determined that the application meets all of the require-
ments of a standard permit authorized by 30 TAC § 116.611, which would establish the conditions under which 
the plant must operate. The executive director has made a preliminary decision to issue the registration because 
it meets all applicable rules. The application, executive director’s preliminary decision, and standard permit will 
be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth regional office, and 
the West Irving Library, 4444 Rochelle Road, Irving, Dallas County, Texas, beginning the first day of publication of 
this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any exists, is available for public review at the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth 
Regional Office, 2309 Gravel Drive, Fort Worth, Texas. Visit www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cbp to review the standard 
permit.

Public Comment/Public Meeting. You may submit public comments or request a public meeting. See Con-
tacts section. The TCEQ will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application. The 
deadline to submit public comments or meeting requests is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. 
Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdiction to consider 
in the permit process.

The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or ask questions about the 
application. A public meeting about the application will be held if the executive director determines that there is a 
significant degree of public interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not 
a contested case hearing. If a public meeting is held, the deadline to submit public comments is extended to the 
end of the public meeting. 

Contested Case Hearing. You may request a contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal 
proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court. Unless a written request for a contested case hearing is 
filed within 30 days from this notice, the executive director may approve the application.

A person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility is entitled to request a 
hearing. To request a hearing, a person must actually reside in a permanent residence within 440 yards of 
the proposed plant. If requesting a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name 
(or for a group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) ap-
plicant’s name and registration number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) a 
specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the application and air emissions from the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location and distance of your property relative 
to the facility; (6) a description of how you use the property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) 
a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a 
group or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing must be identified by 
name and physical address. The interests which the group or association seeks to protect must be iden-
tified. You may submit your proposed adjustments to the application which would satisfy your concerns. 
See Contacts section.

TCEQ Action. After the deadline for public comments, the executive director will consider the comments 
and prepare a response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. The executive di-
rector’s decision on the application, and any response to comments, will be mailed to all persons on the 
mailing list. If no timely contested case hearing requests are received, or if all hearing requests are withdrawn, 
the executive director may issue final approval of the application. If all timely hearing requests are not withdrawn, 
the executive director will not issue final approval of the permit and will forward the application and requests to 
the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled commission meeting. The Commission may only grant 
a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not 
subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues 
of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material air quality concerns submitted 
during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the 
Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

Mailing List.  You may ask to be placed on a mailing list to receive additional information on this specific applica-
tion. See Contacts section. 

Information Available Online. For details about the status of the application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated 
Database (CID) at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Once you have access to the CID using the link, enter the regis-
tration number at the top of this notice. 

Contacts. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/
eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you provide, including 
your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record.  
For more information about this application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Pro-
gram toll free at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea información en 
Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Tiseo Paving Co., P.O. Box 270040, Dallas, Texas 75227-0040 or 
by calling Mrs. Misti Pate, Consultant at (972) 289-0723.

Notice Issuance Date: September 25, 2019

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10269

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0035
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ELIAS BRUSH 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 174, AND LOCATED AT 8230 ESTERS 
BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-
2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C AND HOTEL USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10270

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0048
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE AIRPORT 
PARK 2 REVISED ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 4500 PLAZA 
DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR IP-
AR USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C AND HOTEL USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10272

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0064
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE GRAUWYLER/183 
ADDITION AND A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WILLIAM M. 
MOON SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 878, AND LOCATED AT 3010 
EAST GRAUWYLER DRIVE, 3034 EAST GRAUWYLER DRIVE, AND 
3250 EAST JOHN W. CARPENTER FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
ML-20 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR ML-20 AND EQUIPMENT SALES AND RENTAL USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10274

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0067
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF LOT 1, LAS COLINAS 
SECTOR VIII, FIRST INSTALLMENT, AND LOCATED AT 5465 NORTH 
MACARTHUR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A AND ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE FOR C-N DISTRICT USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO PUD PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT NUMBER 2 DISTRICT FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY 
WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on October 3, 2019.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

Michaels Stores, Inc. seeks a Senior Developer in Irving, Texas, 
responsible for the design and development of our core manufacturing 
platform.   A bachelor’s degree and experience are required. To apply 
mail resume to: Michaels Stores, Inc. Attn: Vishala Patel Mistry at 8000 
Bent Branch Drive, Irving, TX 75063. 
Reference job code: SD-JC on resume.

American Airlines has multiple openings for the following positions in 
Irving, TX: Analyst, Division Finance – International Business Planning 
(Ref 888) Design & implemnt’n of a comprehensive strategic planning 
process and operating expense budgets - 10% travel req’d to gain 
familiarity w/ operat’nl environ & build relationships w/ operat’nl leaders. 
Related degree &/or exp &/or skills req.  Send inquiries &/or resume to 
American Airlines, Inc., Attn: Gene Womack, HR, 1 Skyview Drive, MD 
8B204, Fort Worth, TX  76155; please include Ref # in cover letter.

Come be part of the Magic of Lone Star Christmas!!

You’re Invited to our ICE Hiring Events!

We are hosting Job Fairs every Monday & Wednesday from 1pm-
7pm now through October 30th.

Location: HR Office at Gaylord Texan, 1501 Gaylord Trail Grapevine, 
TX 76051

Applicants can park in the Convention Center. All parking will be 
validated.

Hiring ICE! roles in the following departments: Costume 
Characters, Exhibit, Holiday Activities, Box Office, and Retail. We 
are also hiring Call Center Agents!

ALL FOOD & BEVERAGE POSITIONS
ICE! Servers, Bartenders, Server Assistants, and Host/Hostess

To apply, please visit gaylordcareers.com prior to attending.

Questions? Simply call: 817.778.3900

Marriott International is an equal opportunity employer committed 
to hiring a diverse workforce and sustaining an inclusive culture. 
Marriott International does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability, veteran status or any other basis protected under 
federal, state or local laws.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was multitalented Robert Anton Wilson -- 
he was, at various times in his life, a novelist, 
essayist, psychologist, editor, philosopher, 
playwright and mystic -- who made the following 
observation: "It only takes 20 years for a liberal 
to become a conservative without changing a 
single idea."

* It took between 75,000 and 80,000 workers to 
build the Panama Canal, linking the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans across the Isthmus of Panama.

* When the Barbie doll was first introduced 
in 1959, it was described in The New York 
Times as a "crushing bomb." So much for early 
reviews. Since then, more than a billion Barbies 

have been sold in more than 150 countries. Mattel, the doll's maker, 
claims that more than 100 dolls are sold every minute of every day.

* William Howard Taft, the 18th president of the United States, was 
quite a large man. Quite a large man, indeed. In fact, he was so 
large that his 300-pound bulk got stuck in a White House bathtub, 
and he had to summon help to extricate himself.

* Pope Benedict IX held the office three different times.

* There are lots of sports fans out there, and a lot of sports to enjoy: 
football, basketball, soccer, baseball, hockey ... olive oil wrestling? 
OK, maybe there aren't a lot of oiled wrestling events here in 
America, but in Turkey it's the national sport. Kirkpinar, as it's known 
there, has been popular since the Ottoman Empire. The Turkish 
town of Edirne has been hosting the annual tournament since 1361.
***
Thought for the Day: "Even a purely moral act that has no hope 
of any immediate and visible political effect can gradually and 
indirectly, over time, gain in political significance." -- Vaclav Havel

1. MOVIES: Who was the voice of Genie in the 
animated version of "Aladdin" (1992)?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What river forms the northern 
border of Kentucky?

3. LITERATURE: Who wrote the short story "The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty"?
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind of dog was Toto in the book and 
movie "The Wizard of Oz"?
5. MYTHOLOGY: What is the name of the Greek god of sleep?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president earned the nickname "Silent 
Cal" for his quiet demeanor?
7. FOOD & DRINK: What is another name for Middle Eastern pocket 
bread?
8. HISTORY: What battle started the U.S. Civil War?
9. MEASUREMENTS: How many milliliters are in a teaspoon?
10. MATH: What is the Arabic equivalent for the Roman 
numerals MCMLXXXIV?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Robin Williams
2. Ohio River
3. James Thurber
4. Cairn terrier
5. Hypnos
6. Calvin Coolidge
7. Pita bread
8. Battle of Fort Sumter
9. Almost 5 ml
10. 1984
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A bagpiper plays in honor of fallen firefighters.  /Photo by Stacey Doud.

See  CYBER SECURITY
Page 8

FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS
Continued from Page 1

A firefighter carries his daughter to the memorial. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for Wine and Beer Retailer’s Off-Premise Permit by Family 
Dollar Stores of Texas LLC dba Family Dollar Store #32108 located at 
4395 W Northgate Drive, Irving, TX, 75062 in Dallas County.

Officers of said Limited Liability Company are:
Lonnie McCaffety, President; William A. Old Jr., Senior Vice President, 
Chief Legal Officer, General Counsel, and Secretary; Roger Dean, Vice 
President and Treasurer; Jonathan Elder, Vice President-Tax; Deborah 
Miller, Vice President; Thomas E. Schoenheit , Vice President Assistant 
General  Counsel and Assistant Secretary; Shawnta Totten-Medley, 
Vice President and Assistant Secretary; Bruce Walters, Vice President; 
Sandra Boscia, Assistant  Secretary; CJ York, Assistant Secretary. 
Family Dollar Stores of Ohio, Inc. Managing Member.

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for Wine and Beer Retailer’s Off-Premise Permit by Family 
Dollar Stores of Texas LLC dba Family Dollar Store# 23279 located at 
1800 W Irving Blvd., Irving, TX, 75061 in Dallas County.

Officers of said Limited Liability Company are:
Lonnie McCaffety, President; William A. Old Jr., Senior Vice President, 
Chief Legal Officer, General Counsel, and Secretary; Roger Dean, Vice 
President and Treasurer; Jonathan Elder, Vice President-Tax; Deborah 
Miller, Vice President; Thomas E. Schoenheit , Vice President Assistant 
General  Counsel and Assistant Secretary; Shawnta Totten-Medley, 
Vice President and Assistant Secretary; Bruce Walters, Vice President; 
Sandra Boscia, Assistant  Secretary; CJ York, Assistant Secretary. 
Family Dollar Stores of Ohio, Inc. Managing Member.

LEGALS
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and countless other dangers. 
“We are also subject to nag-

ging injuries, repeated expo-
sures to numerous carcinogens 
and toxins, along with mental 
damage caused by repeated 
exposure to trauma and long 
periods of hypervigilance. The 
prevalence of cancer directly 
related to firefighters, and the 
fact that more firefighters are 
dying from suicide than in the 
line of duty injury or illness are 
costs that are all too real.” 

“Firefighters and emergen-
cy services personnel play a 
central role in the protection 
of the lives and property of 
our community,” Assistant 
Fire Chief Jack Taylor said. 
“For this year’s memorial, fire 
services will pay tribute to the 

lives of 92 firefighters who died 
in the line of duty [around the 
country]. While we accept the 
dangers and risks of this pro-
fession, we should never accept 
the loss of a fellow firefighter 
without honoring them and 
learning from their untimely 
deaths.”

“Whenever we lose a fellow 
firefighter, we feel it, even if 
it happens to another depart-
ment,” Phil Riddle, council-
man and retired captain of the 
Irving Fire Department, said. 
“Whether it’s 343 that perished 
in the collapsing towers in New 
York City or 11 paid volunteer 
firefighters representing five 
different departments in a city 
in West Texas, to one guy who 
stops on the side of the road 
in a neighboring city to help 
somebody and gets struck and 
killed, to the firefighter who 
dies in a collapsing apartment; 
it’s like a punch in the gut.”

“The firefighters of today’s 
fire service are confronted with 
more dangerous work than ever 
before,” Battalion Chief Gabriel 
Grove said. “We are continually 
forced to change our strategies 
and tactics to accomplish our 
task. Our methods may change 
but our goals remain the same: 
To save the lives and property 
of our citizens, sometimes at a 
terrible cost. This is our chosen 
profession. This is the tradition 
of the firefighter.”

By Ariel Graham
Irving—MainStage 222, Ir-

ving’s community theatre orga-
nization, celebrated the grand 
opening of their new facility 
in former the site of the Texas 
Musicians Museum, located at 
222 East Irving Blvd, on Thurs-
day, Oct. 3.

Featuring both an indoor 
and outdoor performance area, 
MainStage 222 also boasts a 
café for refreshments. A rib-
bon cutting ceremony was held 
in the outdoor plaza officially 
welcoming MainStage 222 to 
both the Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Irving Hispanic Chamber fol-
lowed by live music.

“I’d like to thank all of our 
friends in the Irving-Las Co-
linas Chamber of Commerce 
and the Irving Hispanic Cham-

MainStage celebrates opening of performance venue
ber, City of Irving and everyone 
who had a part in making today 
possible,” Clayton Cunning-
ham, president of the board of 
directors for MainStage 222, 
said. “We’ve been part of Irving 
for almost 50 years. MainStage 
is made up of volunteers from 
our set people to our crews, to 
our actors.”

Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
was thrilled to see a long-stand-
ing local organization make its 
way to the Irving Heritage Dis-
trict.

“This is really an exciting 
time for us to have MainStage 
222 in the heart of our city,” 
Stopfer said. “This is an organi-
zation that’s been near and dear 
to Melanie and me for many 
years. They do tremendous 
work. We’ve seen so many fine 
productions over the years. It’s 

just an amazing organization, 
and we’re proud to be part of 
it. We’re proud they’re calling 
downtown Irving their home.

“It’s great to see everything 
being put together inside, and 
how they’ve been able to bring 
their sets and all their equip-
ment here. It’s good to see it all 
at one site, and they can now 
see what they actually have.”

MainStage 222 was home to 
a few performances ahead of its 
grand opening.

“We’re excited for this new 
role, being able to provide en-
tertainment to the Irving Her-
itage District,” Cunningham 
said. “Many of you may have 
attended our ‘Rhythm & Blues 
Review’ we had on this very 
stage in September.

“For those of you who have 
attended our performances 

MainStage 222 is open for performances. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

A CLASS ACT: Irving city leaders and MainStage board members celebrate the official opening of MainStage 222.   
/Photo by Ariel Graham.

Austin–Virtually every de-
vice with a screen is connected 
to the internet. The ability to 
complete everyday tasks from 
a pocket-sized phone certainly 
makes life easier, but as tech-
nology becomes more central 
to consumers’ every move, the 
more data will be stored about 
their personal lives. 

The “Internet of Things” is 
the culmination of all these 

Getting smart about 
cyber security

devices connected by the inter-
net–a vast system of networks 
collecting and sharing con-
sumer and business data. For 
skilled cyber criminals trained 
to find the holes in security, 
one unprotected smartphone 
or laptop is their golden oppor-
tunity to infiltrate a network. 
Once these criminals are in, 
they can quickly gain full ac-
cess to the entire network and 
all the data contained within 
it. They can steal passwords, 
locations and bank card infor-
mation. Data breaches of this 
nature have devastating conse-
quences for its victims. 

October is National Cyber 
Security Awareness Month, 
which means businesses and 
consumers are encouraged 
to commit themselves to un-
derstanding and improving 
their personal cyber security 

practices. Surveys show that 
Americans know about online 
security, but don’t take it seri-
ously. In 2017, a survey by the 
Pew Research Center found 
that most Americans admit to 
failing to follow most measures 
that would protect their data 
from cyber criminals. 

This cyber security aware-
ness month, SBS CyberSecuri-
ty, a company that works with 
clients across the country to 
identify weaknesses in their 
networks and strengthen cyber 
security practices, has infor-
mation for consumers about 
making sure they are owning 
their devices, not letting their 
devices own them. 

Download apps only 
from trusted stores. 

Last year, the Electron-

and seasons at the Irving Arts 
Center, we will continue to do 
this and perform at the Irving 

Arts Center, just like we always 
have. What we do at 222 is sim-

ply an expansion of what we’re 
going to be doing in the future.”
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CITY OF IRVING 
(CIUDAD DE IRVING) 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION 
(AVISO DE ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL)

ELECTION DAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2019: (DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES: 5 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2019):

To the Registered Voters of the City of Irving and the County of Dallas, Texas: 
(A los votantes inscritos de la Ciudad de Irving y del Condado de Dallas, Texas):

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 5, 2019, for voting in a Special Election to consider an amendment to the City Charter. This election is 
being held jointly with other Dallas County entities.
(Mediante la presente se notifica a la ciudadanía que los lugares de votación mencionados más adelante estarán abiertos desde las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m., el martes 5 de noviembre de 2019, para votar en una Elección Especial 
para considerar una enmienda a la Carta Magna de la Ciudad.  Esta elección se está realizando conjuntamente con otras entidades del condado de Dallas.)

ELECTION DAY COUNTYWIDE VOTE CENTERS
The City of Irving holds joint elections with the Dallas County Elections Department. Dallas County Elections Department will utilize countywide Vote Centers, which will enable any Irving registered voter to vote at ANY polling location within 
the County, as designated by the Dallas County Elections Administrator. A complete list of Vote Centers is available at the City Secretary’s Office and available online at https://www.cityofirving.org/162/Election-Information. Specific Vote 
Centers located within the city limits of Irving are listed below:
(CENTROS DE VOTACIÓN EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES EN TODO EL CONDADO)
(La Ciudad de Irving realizará elecciones conjuntas con el Departamento de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas. El Departamento de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas utilizará centros de votación en todo el condado, lo cual permitirá 
que cualquier votante inscrito de Irving pueda votar en cualquier lugar de votación, tal como así lo ha designado el Administrador de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas.  Una lista completa de los centros de votación está disponible en la 
Oficina de la Secretaria de la Ciudad y en el internet en https://www.cityofirving.org/162/Election-Information.  Centros específicos de votación ubicados dentro de los límites de la Ciudad de Irving se encuentran listados a continuación:)

A.S. Johnston Elementary School, Small Gym, 2801 Rutgers Dr., Irving, Texas 75062
Barbara Cardwell Career Prep, Front Foyer, 101 E. Union Bower Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley Rd., Irving, Texas 75062
Brandenburg Elementary School, Small Gym, 2800 Hillcrest Dr., Irving, Texas 75062
Britain Elementary School, Small Gym, 631 Edmondson Dr., Irving, Texas 75060
Cimarron Recreation Center, Large Activity Room, 201 Red River Trl., Irving, Texas 75063
David Crockett Middle School, Main Entrance, 2431 Hancock St., Irving, Texas 75061
Freeman Elementary School, Library, 8757 W. Valley Ranch Pkwy, Irving, Texas 75063
Good Elementary School, Library, 1200 E. Union Bower Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Houston Middle School, Aux. Gym, 3033 W. Country Club Rd., Irving, Texas 75038
Irving Arts Center, Art Lab, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060
Irving Fire Station #2, Bay, 1306 N. Story Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Irving Fire Station #8, Bay, 650 E. Las Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039
Irving High School, Spectator Gym Foyer, 900 N. O’Connor Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
J.O. Davis Elementary School, Room 109, 310 Davis Dr., Irving, Texas 75061
L.B. Barton Elementary School, Small Gym, 2931 Conflans Rd., Irving, Texas 75061

Lamar Middle School, Aux. Gym, 219 Crandall Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
Las Colinas Elementary School, Library, 2200 Kinwest Pkwy, Irving, Texas 75063
Lively Elementary School, Front Hallway, 1800 Plymouth Dr. W., Irving, Texas 75061
MacArthur High School, Spectator Gym Foyer, 3700 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Mustang Park Recreation Center, Large Activity Room, 2223 Kinwest Pkwy., Irving, Texas 75063
Nimitz High School, Auditorium Foyer, 100 W. Oakdale Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
North Lake College, “L” Building Community Library, Room L235, 5001 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038
Oak Haven United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, 1600 N. Irving Heights Dr., Irving, Texas 75061
Otis Brown Elementary School, Small Gym, 2501 W. Tenth St., Irving, Texas 75060
Sally B. Elliott Elementary School, Small Gym, 1900 S. Story Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
Singley Academy, Auditorium Foyer, 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038
T.J. Lee Elementary School, Small Gym, 1600 Carlisle St., Irving, Texas 75062
Thomas Haley Elementary School, Small Gym, 3601 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062
Travis Middle School, Cafeteria, 1600 Finley Rd., Irving, Texas 75062
University of Dallas, Cardinal Farrell Hall Boardroom 219, 2815 Lynch Cir., Irving, Texas 75062
Valley Ranch Library, Program Room 150, 401 Cimarron Trail, Irving, Texas 75063
Valley Ranch Elementary School, Gym, 9800 Rodeo Dr., Irving, Texas 75063
W. T. Hanes Elementary School, Small Gym, 2730 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062

EARLY VOTING: (VOTACIÓN ADELANTADA):
   
Registered voters of the City of Irving and all residents that are registered voters in Dallas County, Texas are eligible to vote at any of the below listed Early Voting locations.  
(Los votantes inscritos de la Ciudad de Irving y todos los residentes que están inscritos para votar en el condado de Dallas, Texas están aptos para votar en cualquiera de los lugares de Votación Adelantada mencionados más adelante).

The main permanent early voting location for early voting by personal appearance is: (El centro electoral permanente principal para la votación adelantada en persona es:)  

George L. Allen, Sr. Courts Building, Main Lobby, 600 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas 75202

The branch early voting locations for early voting by personal appearance in Irving are: (Las sucursales de votación adelantada en persona en Irving son:)

       Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley Road, Irving, Texas 75062 
       Irving Arts Center, Art Lab, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062 
       Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060 
       North Lake College, “L” Building Community Library, 5001 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038 
       University of Dallas, SB Hall O’Halloran Atrium, 2925 Gorman Drive, Irving, Texas 75062
      Valley Ranch Library, Program Room 150, 401 Cimarron Trail, Irving, Texas 75063

All branch early voting locations for early voting by personal appearance in Dallas County include: 
locations within the city limits of Irving are in bold 
 (Todas las sucursales de votación adelantada en persona en el condado de Dallas son:) 
(los lugares dentro de los límites de Irving se encuentran resaltados)

Addison Fire Station #1, 4798 Airport Pkwy, Addison, Texas 75001
Balch Springs Civic Center, Meeting Room, 12400 Elam Road, Balch Springs, Texas 75180
Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley, Road, Irving, Texas 75062
Bethany Lutheran Church, Nelson Hall, 10101 Walnut Hill Lane, Dallas, Texas 75238
Brookhaven College, “W” Building Room W105, 3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers Branch, Texas 75244
Cedar Hill Government Center, Main Lobby, 285 Uptown Blvd., Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
Cedar Valley College, “M” Building M105, 3030 North Dallas Ave., Lancaster, Texas 75134
Coppell Town Center, Main Lobby, 255 E. Parkway Blvd., Coppell, Texas 75019
Crosswinds High School, Room 104, 1100 N. Carrier Pkwy, Grand Prairie, Texas 75050
Disciple Central Community Church, Classroom 104, 901 N. Polk Street, DeSoto, Texas 75115
Duncanville Library, Rooms 1, 2 & 3, 201 James Collins Blvd., Duncanville, Texas 75116
Eastfield College Main Campus, “C” Building Admissions Foyer, 3737 Motley Drive, Mesquite, Texas 75150
Eastfield College Pleasant Grove Campus, Community Room 108/109, 802 S. Buckner Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75217
El Centro College-Main Campus, Student Center, 801 Main Street, Dallas, Texas 75202
El Centro College-West Campus, Community Room, 3330 N. Hampton Road, Dallas, Texas 75212
Florence Recreation Center, Room 102, 2501 Whitson Way, Mesquite, Texas 75150
Fretz Park Library, Black Box Theater, 6990 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75254
Friendship West Baptist Church, Banquet Hall Foyer, 2020 W. Wheatland Road, Dallas, Texas 75232
George L. Allen, Sr. Courts Building, Main Lobby, (Main Location), 600 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas 75202
Glenn Heights City Hall, 1938 S. Hampton Road, Glenn Heights, Texas 75154
Grauwyler Park Recreation Center, RM A, 7780 Harry Hines Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75235
Highland Hills Library, Classroom A & B, 6200 Bonnie View Road, Dallas, Texas 75241
Irving Arts Center, Art Lab Classroom 1, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, Texas 75060
Josey Ranch Library, Meeting Room, 1700 Keller Springs, Carrollton, Texas 75006

Lakeside Activity Center, Large Room, 101 Holley Park Drive, Mesquite, Texas 75149
Lancaster Veterans Memorial Library, Meeting Room, 1600 Veterans Memorial Pkwy., Lancaster, Texas 75134
Lochwood Library, Classroom 1 & 2, 11221 Lochwood Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75218
Marsh Lane Baptist Church, Fellowship Hall, 10716 Marsh Lane, Dallas, Texas 75229
Martin Luther King Core Bldg., Main Lobby, 2922 Martin L. King (MLK) Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75215
Martin Weiss Recreation Center, Small Room, 1111 Martindell Ave., Dallas, Texas 75211
Mountain Creek Library, Auditorium, 6102 Mountain Creek Pkwy., Dallas, Texas 75249
Mountain View College, “E” Building Main Lobby, 4849 W. Illinois Ave., Dallas, Texas 75211
North Lake College, “L” Building Community Library, 5001 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038
Oak Cliff Sub-Courthouse, Main Lobby, 410 S. Beckley, Dallas, Texas 75203
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Parlor Room, 7611 Park Lane, Dallas, Texas 75225
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-Grand Prairie, Fellowship Hall, 4729 S. Carrier Pkwy, Grand Prairie, Texas 75052
Paul L. Dunbar Lancaster-Kiest Library, Classroom A & B, 2008 E. Kiest Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75216
Richardson Civic Center, West Alcove, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson, Texas 75080
Richland College – Garland Campus, Main Lobby, 675 W. Walnut Street, Garland, Texas 75040
Richland College-Main Campus, Guadalupe “G” Bldg. Foyer, 12800 Abrams Road, Dallas, Texas 75243
Rowlett City Hall-Annex, Conference Room, 4004 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas 75088
Sachse City Hall, Court Room, 3815 Sachse Road, Sachse, Texas 75048
Samuell Grand Recreation Center, Game Room, 6200 East Grand Ave., Dallas, Texas 75223
Skyline Branch Library, Auditorium, 6006 Everglade Road, Dallas, Texas, 75227
South Garland Branch Library, Program Room, 4845 Broadway Blvd., Garland, Texas 75040
Southern Methodist University, Hughes-Triggs Student Center Room 150, 3140 Dyer Street, Dallas, Texas 75205
Sunnyvale Town Hall, Council Chambers, 127 N. Collins Road, Sunnyvale, Texas 75182
University of Dallas, SB Hall O’Halloran Atrium, 2925 Gorman Drive, Irving, Texas 75062
University Park United Methodist Church, Caldwell Room #120, 4024 Caruth Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75225
Valley Ranch Library, Program Room 150, 401 Cimarron Trail, Irving, Texas 75063

Days and hours for Early Voting by Personal Appearance: (Los días y los horarios de la Votación Adelantada en persona son:)
  
   October (octubre) 21 –25   Monday-Friday (lunes a viernes)  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 26   Saturday (sábado)     8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 27   Sunday (domingo)     1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 28-30    Monday-Wednesday (lunes a míercoles)  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 31 – November (noviembre) 1 Thursday-Friday (jueves y viernes)   7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
 
APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOTS TO BE VOTED BY MAIL: (Solicitudes de boletas electorales para votar por correo): 

Applications for early voting ballots by mail must be received by Dallas County at the following address no later than Friday, October 25, 2019 by 4:30 p.m.: (Las solicitudes de boletas electorales para votar por adelantado por 
correo deberán ser recibidas en el condado de Dallas a más tardar el viernes, 25 de octubre de 2019, antes de las 4:30 p.m. en la siguiente dirección):   
 

    Toni Pippins-Poole, Early Voting Clerk  
    Office of the Elections Department  
    2377 North Stemmons Fwy. Suite 820  
    Dallas, Texas 75207    

The following proposition will appear on the ballot to consider an amendment to the City Charter: (La siguiente proposición aparecerá en la boleta para considerar una enmienda a la Carta Magna de la Ciudad:)

Proposition A

 The change relates to removal of limitations on contributions for retirement benefits. Art. IX, Sec. 8, the total annual amount of the City of Irving contribution for employee retirement benefits is removed. 

_______ FOR    _______ AGAINST 

Proposición A

  El cambio se refiere a la eliminación de limitaciones a las contribuciones de los beneficios de jubilación. Art. IX, Sec. 8, la suma anual total de las contribuciones de la Ciudad de Irving para los beneficios de jubilación 
de los empleados es eliminado. 

 _______ A FAVOR   _______ EN CONTRA
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CYBER SECURITY
Continued from Page 6

Community members learn to clean older gravestones during a visit to the Sowers Cemetery. /Photo by Erin Pinkham.

Some of the gravestones date back to the 1800s. /Photo by Erin Pinkham.

The Sowers Cemetery Association unveils a plaque. /Photo by Erin Pinkham.

By Erin Pinkham
Irving—The Sowers Cem-

etery Association hosted a 
community celebration to re-
member family and the pio-
neers of Sowers on Saturday, 
Sept. 28. Founded in the 1870s 
around a store owned by Ed-
ward Sowers, the community 
was annexed into Irving in two 
stages one in 1954, the other in 
1956.

“These kinds of things go 
begging for help,” Gerald Far-
ris, president of the Sowers 
Cemetery Association, said. 
“People have a lot of things 
they need to contribute their 
time and money to like PTA, 
their church, and benevolent 

Sowers Cemetery offers window to history

causes. The cemetery certainly 
needs support as well.”

Some visited family 
gravesites while others learned 
about Sower’s history through 

a gravesite tour and plaque 
dedication. 

The gravesite tour featured 
plots of settlers from the 1800s 
like Henry Caster, a North 

Carolina native and the owner 
of the oldest plot in the ceme-
tery. French immigrant James 
Steed was a musician and com-
poser who became a farmer. 

“Some of the early pioneers 
who helped build this town 
are in this cemetery,” Farris 
said. “Household names are 
here that parks and schools 
are named after. They basically 
built the community.”

Farris and his sister, Betsy, 
have a close connection with 
the cemetery, because their 
mother and father are both 
buried there. 

“There’s so much interest 
now on ancestry and who came 
before us,” Betsy Farris, trea-
surer of the Sowers Cemetery 
Association, said. “People are 
trying to make those connec-
tions with their loved ones.”

With over 1,300 gravestones 
and one hundred unmarked 
graves on 4.5 acres of land, the 

association is always busy. 
Anna Walther began visiting 

the cemetery after her grand-
father and grandmother were 
buried there. Later, she noticed 
her grandfather’s headstone 
sinking. 

“I reached out to Gerald be-
cause my grandfather’s grave 
was starting to sink, and it’s 
a huge monument,” Walther 
said. “Next thing I know, he’s 
sending me emailed pictures of 
the gravestone dug up from the 
ground.” 

During the event, Betsy 
demonstrated the process of 
cleaning a headstone. She also 
showed a stone volunteers had 
dug out of the ground that was 
in pieces. Association members 
are repairing it. 

“We need to preserve histo-
ry,” Betsy said. “These people 
molded the city. It’s important 

to keep these people’s memory 
alive, and remember how this 
town was formed and learn 
about what came before.” 

“This is our heritage,” Wal-
ther said. “You need to get 
out there and learn why we’re 
called Irving, and who these 
people are. Why are all of the 
elementary schools in Irving 
named after somebody in this 
cemetery?”

To help the association does 
not ask much. Two hours a 
month can go a long way Farris 
said. 

“The thing I always tell peo-
ple is that you don’t have to 
be a superhero,” Farris said. 
“We are just looking for some 
good folks who pick up trash 
along the street, or take a cou-
ple wheelbarrows of dirt to fill 
in a spot. It doesn’t have to be 
heroic.”

Speedracers raise funds

ic Frontier Foundation an-
nounced that hundreds of gi-
gabytes of personal data was 
stolen from consumers who 
downloaded what they be-
lieved to be the popular mes-
saging tools WhatsApp and 
Signal from links they received 
through phishing campaigns. 
The links directed them to 
storefront-like pages that were 
actually download pages for 
malicious apps disguised as 
WhatsApp and Signal. Once 
downloaded, these apps per-
formed like the regular mes-
saging apps would, but first 
asked for excessive permission 
to the device’s location, cam-
era, and other apps. Many con-
sumers allowed access without 
thinking about it, but were un-
knowingly allowing hackers to 
access their data. 

If an app is offered on an 
App Store or Google Play, it’s 
been approved and rated and 
there’s a stronger chance the 
app doesn’t contain malware, 
though nothing is 100 per-
cent secure today. Consumers 
should only download apps on 
the App Store or Google Play, 
check reviews to validate the 
app is legitimate and trust their 
gut is something feels phishy.

Keep the software on 
ALL internet-connected 
devices and apps up-to-
date. 

Many consumers falsely as-
sume that their smartphones 
are virus-proof. However, 
smartphones are small com-
puters that run on specific op-
erating systems, just like lap-
tops and desktop computers. 
Just like a computer, if the soft-
ware on a device is outdated, 
cyber criminals can more easily 
break in without the consumer 
knowing. Frequent updates to 
smartphone operating systems 
are released, and part of those 

updates include improved se-
curity measures and fixes to 
holes that cyber criminals use 
to infiltrate networks.  

Don’t allow browsing 
apps to save passwords 
or bank account informa-
tion. 

Most browsers such as Goo-
gle Chrome and Safari are 
programmed to “remember” 
credentials to simplify the log-
in process on certain websites 
with the user’s permission. 
Consumers often opt in for the 
“autofill” option and forget that 
that means their log in creden-
tials are saved by the brows-
er. If the device is hacked, the 
hacker would have full access 
to everything saved on those 
browsers and can then log into 
the consumers’ accounts or use 
their bank account informa-
tion. 

Frequently check the 
privacy settings on a 
phone or laptop. 

Some apps have features that 
require the consumers’ current 
location for best results. For ex-
ample, Google Chrome might 
ask the consumer for their lo-
cation if they make a search for 
“best taco shops in my area.” 
That’s pretty standard, how-
ever, a consumer might allow 
an app to track their location 
and forget about it after one 

use. Some apps may be track-
ing a consumer’s location in 
the background of their phone 
without their knowledge. Con-
sumers should be meticulous 
about which apps they allow to 
track their location, frequently 
check their phone’s privacy set-
tings to review what informa-
tion is being shared, and regu-
larly delete unwanted apps. 

Public or free Wi-Fi is 
not always secure. 

Free or public Wi-Fi points 
are often not encrypted, mean-
ing the data being used or ac-
cessed while connected to that 
Wi-Fi is visible to skilled eyes 
who know how to find it. Con-
sumers should never use public 
Wi-Fi in places like shopping 
centers and restaurants. 

As cyber criminals employ 
more sophisticated methods 
for stealing personal informa-
tion, it’s impossible to say that 
the data stored on any “smart” 
device is completely secure. 
That’s why consumers need to 
take ownership of their devices 
and security, update software 
frequently, and understand the 
risk of information or a device 
being hacked.

For more information and 
best practices for cyber secu-
rity, visit https://sbscyber.
com/education/blog. 

SOURCE SBS CyberSecurity

Two vintage cars race around the Texas Motor Speedway track.  
/Photo by John Starkey.

A three-generation team prepares a Formula-V car for 
the upcoming races.  /Photo by John Starkey.

CVAR president Herb Hilton gets ready to drive around the track in 
preparation for the 3rd Annual Morgan Adams Foundation and CVAR’s 
Race Against Kids’ Cancer at Texas Motor Speedway. The event, which took 
place on Sept. 21-22, is the signature charity event of CVAR. Race events 
included “Big Bore” production cars, Formula Fords and other Indy cars.
/Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

As vintage vehicles race, features along the track can be 
seen in the rear-view mirror.  /Photo by John Starkey.



Page 9October 12, 2019972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

Saturday night fun in Coppell

Taste of Grand Prairie showcases local businesses

gional headquarters. 
“Our employees are the ones 

who have made this compa-
ny successful as it is today,” 
Romain Trapp, president of 
Airbus Helicopters, Inc. said. 
“It’s their dedication and en-
gagement to the work they do 
which has created the success 
of Airbus.”

Carolyn Russell, Airbus He-
licopters’ executive assistant 
to the general counsel, will be 
celebrating her 49th year with 
Airbus in February.

“My first memory was when 
I was interviewed,” Russell 
said. “My boss said, ‘I don’t 
think you want to get used to 
working here because we’re so 
new. I don’t think it’s going to 
be here in six months, and I’m 
generally not wrong.’ And I’m 
sure glad he was wrong.

“I’m so glad to see the com-
pany still here. I’m so glad 
I’m working here with these 
amazing people. They’re more 
family than they are cowork-
ers. Aerospace people are the 
most amazing, resilient people 
on the face of the earth. Knock 
them down, they come right 
back up.”

Within the next couple years, 
Airbus will be adding more of 

AIRBUS
Continued from Page 1

these people to their staff. The 
company is expected to com-
plete construction on a new 
helicopter flight simulation 
station in early 2020.

“We already have two simu-
lators: one is for the H125 and 
for the H135,” Trapp said. “The 
first [new simulator] coming is 
for the H145. After that we will 
add for an H160 and H175.

“We already train 1,000 pi-
lots a year. [The simulators] are 
going to bring several hundred 
additional pilots in the years to 
come, which means hundreds 
of people who’re going to stay 
for several weeks in the hotels 
around here.”

Trapp said the aerospace 
industry as a whole is facing 
some challenges in the years to 
come.

“We are lacking aircraft tech-
nicians,” he said. “We see that 
as becoming a big problem 
more and more. It’s a problem 
for the airlines. It’s a problem 
for manufacturers like Airbus.”

Regardless, Airbus Helicop-
ters is the number one choice 
of helicopters in four of five 
main market segments: para-
public, EMS, commercial or 
utility, and corporate or VIP. 
One such VIP made an appear-

ance at the celebration.
“It’s such a privilege to say 

that I’m on the team with Air-
bus,” Jerry Jones, owner of 
the Dallas Cowboys, said after 
flying in on his custom Air-
bus helicopter. “Anyway [the 
Cowboys] can be a little part 
that adds some attention, adds 
some smiles, add something 
positive. That’s what we do.” 

Helicopters are more serious 
than adding smiles for Trapp.

“At the end of the day, our 
helicopters save lives and pro-
tect our citizens,” Trapp said. 
“When you come to work and 
you know what you are doing 
has such an impact on the com-
munity, it makes you proud. 
That is the case for all our em-
ployees.

“[One of my] proudest mo-
ments is when we delivered a 
helicopter to [Cook Children’s 
in Fort Worth]. We had the 
nurses near the helicopter, and 
they just started jumping. And 
some of them were actually cry-
ing but crying of joy, because 
they knew with this brand new 
helicopter, they were going 
to be able to save more lives. 
When you get to see that, it re-
ally touches your heart.”

SHOWING SUPPORT: An Airbus costumer, Jerry Jones, wishes the company a happy 50th anniversary.
/Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

TOP:
Eagles cover band Despera-

do performed classic rock hits 
under the late summer night 
sky at The Sound in Coppell on 
Sat. Sept. 21

LEFT:
Young people play with an 

interactive push and pull art 
sculpture.

BOTTOM LEFT:
Regan Albert experiments 

with the art sculpture by put-
ting her back into it.

  /Photos by John Starkey.

LOCAL BUSINESS: A young lady 
receives information about a business 
during the event. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

PUPPY LOVE: A youngster pauses 
for a quick photo opp with a friendly 
puppy. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

TRYING A LITTLE BIT OF 
EVERYTHING: Community 
members talk with business owners as 
they sample foods. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

TASTE OF GRAND PRAIRIE: A Rudy's BBQ worker serves food during the Grand Prairie Chamber of Commerce's 11th 
annual Taste of Grand Prairie. The community event was held on Sep. 27 at Trader's Village. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is 
currently seeking inquisitive 

individuals with experience in:

EDITING
WRITING

PHOTOGRAPHY

To apply send resume, clips 
and image samples to: 

design@ramblernewspapers.net

For more information
call  972-870-1992



Page 10 October 12, 2019     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Irving Police 

Department and 600 other 
agencies around the nation 
participated in the third an-
nual Operation Clear Track on 
Tuesday, Sept. 24, as part of 
Rail Safety Week, Sept. 22-28. 
This event is the largest rail 
safety law enforcement project 
in the U.S.

Rail Safety Week (RSW) is 
a collaboration between law 
enforcement agencies, Oper-
ation Lifesaver, Amtrak and 
other local rail companies, 
such as TEXRail. The goal of 
RSW is to raise awareness 
about the importance of rail 
safety and empower the pub-
lic to keep themselves safe 
near railroad crossings and 
along railroad right-of-ways. 
While the number of crossing 
collisions, deaths and injuries 
has dropped over the past 50 
years, it remains an unfortu-
nate statistic that a person or 
vehicle is hit by a train about 
every three hours in the U.S.

Operation Lifesaver lists 

Rail Safety Week focuses on keeping drivers safe

Railroad crossing safety remains a concern for police across the state.  /Photo by Stacey Doud.

Texas as the state with the 
highest number of collisions 
in the nation based on a study 
done in 2018 with 246 colli-
sions, 13 deaths and 113 inju-
ries on the tracks.

The Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration (FRA) Office of 
Safety Analysis compared data 
through several decades and 
found in 1981 Texas experi-
enced 9, 461 collisions, 728 
fatalities and 3,293 injuries. In 
contrast, the 2018 study found 
2,214 collisions, 270 fatalities 
and 819 injuries. Current FRA 
data shows that highway-rail 
grade, an intersection where 
a roadway crosses railroad 
tracks at the same level or 
grade, crossing collisions and 
pedestrians trespassing on 
tracks account for over 95 per-
cent of all railroad fatalities.

Operation Clear Track and 
other educational projects 
inform the public about the 
laws and dangers surrounding 
railroad tracks and may have 
an influence on the decline of 
tragedies over time.

“On Sept. 24, we stationed 
officers around two of the most 
heavily trafficked intersections 
in Irving that crossed railroad 
tracks,” Officer Reeves, public 
information officer for the Ir-
ving Police Department, said. 
“We focused on MacArthur at 
Rock Island and Nursery at Pi-
oneer.

“We used motor units [mo-
torcycles] because they are 
easier to maneuver and not as 
obvious as a car or a Tahoe. 
We were looking to cite drivers 
who did not observe railroad 

grade crossings and trespass-
ing laws. Many people don’t 
realize it is illegal to walk down 
railroad tracks. That’s called 
trespassing.” 

The Amtrak Police Depart-
ment (APD) is responsible for 
ensuring the safety of over 30 
million customers traveling to 
more than 500 destinations in 
46 states, the District of Co-
lumbia and three Canadian 
provinces on more than 21,400 
miles of track. APD partners 
with federal, state, local, rail 
and transit law enforcement 

agencies to provide a police 
presence at a majority of Am-
trak stations and along the 
right-of-ways.

“Amtrak passenger and em-
ployee vigilance is an extreme-
ly valuable and effective crime 
prevention tool,” Amtrak Po-
lice Chief Neil Trugman said. “I 
encourage everyone to report 
suspicious items, persons, or 
activity, and unattended bags 
or objects immediately to the 
Amtrak Police Department.”

Texas Rail Advocates (TRA), 
a non-profit, grass-roots or-

ganization, reports that only 1 
percent of state transportation 
funding is spent on railroads, 
maritime movements and 
ports, aviation, bikeway and 
pathways, rural bus systems, 
urban and regional transpor-
tation systems, mobility-chal-
lenged Texans and all other 
modes to move people and 
goods across the state. With 
about 1,000 people relocating 
to Texas every day, the roads 
and highways will not be able 
to keep up with this growth. 

Texas law requires motor-
ists to yield the right of way 
to trains. It is also against the 
law to cross tracks if a train is 
visible or to drive around gates 
lowered at a railroad crossing. 
If the gates are down and no 
train is coming, the road is still 
considered closed. Walking 
down the tracks is considered 
trespassing and is illegal.

With so many rail projects 
on going in Texas, it is essen-
tial the public is aware of these 
laws.

more than he did boys. He 
tried sports, soccer and base-
ball, and that lasted about one 
or two seasons, and he was 
very emotional as a child. 

“In middle school, he got 
bullied a lot,” Hatley said. 
“Even by teachers. It was very 
uncomfortable for him, so he 
started enjoying being differ-
ent. 

“Middle school was very dif-
ficult. Kids would call him ho-
mophobic slurs. They would 
throw pencils and books at 
him on the bus. He was horri-
fied and didn’t tell me he was 
being bullied. Finally, some 
things were thrown at him, and 
he was injured, and so we took 
him up to the school, where we 
found out this happened on the 
school bus. The bus driver was 
Laura Springer, our hero, who 
is now the principal at the high 
school. She defended Marshall. 
We went to the then vice princi-
pal, Brad Hunt, who is now the 
superintendent. We told him 
the story of what happened to 
Marshall. He found the kids 
and suspended them. The first 
day those kids got back on the 
bus, Laura Springer threatened 
them, and said she would deny 
it if they told anybody. She took 
care of Marshall.

“By the time he was a fresh-
man, he started calling him-
self bi-sexual,” Hatley said. 
“He came out as gay, late in 
his freshman year, so that was 
pretty difficult to deal with. He 
was in drama and debate, so he 
was very bright. 

“He had tons of friends. 
He did everybody’s hair. He’s 
now a hairstylist at Tangerine 
Salon. A week or two after he 
came out, he was much more 
comfortable. He was one of 
the first to bring his boyfriend 
to the prom. He was a kid with 
courage. I probably didn’t have 
as much courage as he did. 

“It was tough for us to get the 
pictures of our son in his tux 
with his boyfriend, deciding 
where to put that in our house. 
We had parents call and tell 
us Marshall wasn’t welcome 
at their house. He had some 
friends in drama whose par-
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OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS: Matthew Garber (center) shares his experiences while Mark Luckey (left) 
and Kim Hatley (right) listen. /Photo by Caton Berry.

ents wouldn’t let him ride with 
them in the car or sit with him 
at school activities.

“He had a sexual harassment 
disciplinary action I didn’t 
know anything about. He had 
put a Valentine on a kid’s lock-
er. I don’t know how many het-
ero-sexual kids get disciplinary 
actions for that, but that was 
very discriminatory.

“Now, Marshall owns his 
own home, makes tons of mon-
ey, and he’s also on a television 
show called ‘Making the Team’ 
with the Dallas Cowboys cheer-
leaders,” Hatley said. “He does 
all of their hair, and we are re-
ally happy for him. He is trying 
to adopt a child. 

“I will say, it’s a tough road 
out there for kids,” Hatley said. 
“I treat a lot of children and 
families in the LGBT commu-
nity, and I just want people to 
have the support and education 
they need to help them face the 
struggles they are dealing with. 
There is a much higher suicide 
rate among this population. 
They drop out of school more 
often. Their grade point aver-
age is less in spite of their intel-
ligence. They face a lot of rejec-
tion in their lives. There is a lot 
more depression, anxiety, and 
more sexual abuse. We need to 
be very protective of our kids.”

Matthew Garber also shared 
his experiences in Coppell as a 
homosexual. 

“I moved to Coppell in ’83, 

when there was literally noth-
ing here except for cows,” Gar-
ber said. “I’ve never been able 
to hide my homosexuality. 
Even as a kid, I didn’t conform 
to typical gender roles, but 
back then, I didn’t know about 
any of this. 

“I didn’t want to be seen as 
gay or different. I tried to do 
all of the things other boys did. 
I didn’t do them well. Then I 
found theater and choir, places 
to express myself. 

“Because I grew up with 
all these people, I was always 
accepted. I was very lucky, 
because there were kids who 
were gay who got it a lot worse. 
They got beat up. They got vo-
cal harassment. Nothing was 
ever done about it, because 
calling someone a homophobic 
slur wasn’t a problem. It was a 
thing people did.

“I also had very supportive 
parents,” Garber said. “I was 
bound and determined to get 
tons of attention. If you didn’t 
like me, then you just had to 
deal with me. In middle school, 
I tried to disappear. Then, I 
entered high school, where I 
found a very strong support 
group, who would defend me. 
Sometimes, like at parties, the 
football players would try to 
gang up on me and beat me up, 
but my friends would defend 
me.

“Having a strong support 
group really made a differ-

ence. I went to my senior prom 
in drag. The next year, they 
changed the rule in the year-
book, saying students had to go 
to any school function dressed 
as their own gender. To be hon-
est, I was a little proud of that. 

“You can be really mean to 
yourself when you don’t blend 
in, because you think there is 
something wrong with you. 
You try to change it, and it 
doesn’t change. You hate your-
self, and there is a constant 
monologue in your head, en-
couraging you to 
not say anything. 
People like Lau-
ra Springer are 
those who help. I 
had her for health 
class one semes-
ter, and she didn’t 
know anything 
about me, but 
she would always 
pull me aside and 
tell me how much 
she loved me. 
Just that alone 
was something 
that gave me the 
inspiration to be 
myself. She is a 
stellar human be-
ing.” 

Mark Luckey, a transgender 
youth, was not afraid to share 
his insights. 

“I’m a 16-year-old student at 
New Tech High School in Cop-
pell. I moved here when I was 

in 5th grade, so I was coming 
in right before middle school, 
right before everything sort of 
falls apart for everyone,” Luck-
ey said. “There was this one girl 
who I thought was really pret-
ty. At the time, I was perceived 
as female, and I sat down with 
my mom to tell her I liked girls. 
Her response was ‘Cool. We 
love you.’ I came out to my dad 
a week later when we were in 
the car, and that also went well. 
I was so glad I knew I could be 
myself since my parents had 
my back.

“I was playing a game on-
line and somebody in the chat 
wrote, ‘I’ll stab you if you’re 
lesbo.’ I didn’t know what that 
meant, and so I asked my mom 
about it. She explained to me 
what it meant to be gay or les-
bian. 

“For a while, I was going 
by Markus at school, and that 
led to me being called a ‘she-
male’ or ‘he-she.’ By the end of 
the year, I was so socially torn 
down that I refused to identify 
as trans and convinced myself I 
was mentally ill.

“I went into 7th grade with 
pretty much no friends. It got 
to a point where I knew I had 
to change schools, because if I 

didn’t, I wouldn’t 
live to high school. 
I changed from 
North Middle 
School to East 
Middle School 
where Laura 
Springer was the 
principal. 

“I was still fum-
bling socially, be-
cause I wasn’t re-
ally being myself. 
I was putting on 
a façade, telling 
myself I was just a 
lesbian. I couldn’t 
envision myself 
liking guys as a 
girl. 

“When I got to 
high school, I was able to con-
vince my parents to send me 
to New Tech. I thought every-
thing was fine until I ended up 
in a mental health facility over 
my birthday freshman year. 

Mentally, everything had got-
ten really bad to say the least. 
I spent a week there before 
doing four weeks of out-pa-
tient, which was basically three 
hours of therapy and three 
hours of schoolwork before you 
go home. 

“Through that experience, 
I came back to school, and I 
learned people were going to 
look at me differently no mat-
ter what, and I couldn’t change 
the fact that people were look-
ing at me differently. I was 
already seen as an outsider. I 
didn’t think things were going 
to get any worse.”

“Over that summer, I start-
ed to kind of figure myself 
out more. When I went back 
to school, I knew it was time 
to start asking my parents 
for gender therapy. My first 
gender therapy session really 
helped my parents understand 
what was going on. By the time 
we got through a few appoint-
ments, the gender therapist 
knew I was undeniably trans. 
She wrote the approval letter 
for me to go on to hormone 
therapy, which I started at the 
very end of my sophomore 
year. It was an amazing expe-
rience to finally be able to start 
doing that. I’ve been on hor-
mone therapy since May of this 
year, and with the help of my 
parents, I’ve been able to get 
my legal documents changed. 
Right now, we are just waiting 
for the new birth certificate in 
the mail. That has been an in-
credible experience to be able 
to go through this and have 
things finally start clicking. I 
can’t stress that enough, hav-
ing parental support can re-
ally make or break a situation 
like this for LGBT kids not just 
trans kids.”

Stacey Monroe, a trans-wom-
an in the Hispanic community, 
shared her thoughts. 

“School got to a point where 
I was very depressed. I was 
subjected to bullying and dis-
crimination,” Monroe said. 
“I’ve been assaulted multiple 
times at school. It started in 

“I will say, it’s a tough 
road out there for kids. 
I treat a lot of children 

and families in the 
LGBT community, and 
I just want people to 
have the support and 
education they need 
to help them face the 

struggles they are 
dealing with."

-Kim Hatley
Panelist

See   LGBTQ
Page 12
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Heritage Senior Center

Heritage Senior Center
200 S. Jefferson St. Irving TX

972-721-2496

Parking Lot Sale

Sat. Oct. 26 (Rain Date Nov. 2)
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Seeking Vendors $15 for 1 spot 
or $25 for 2 spots

Space is limited
Last day to sign up is Thurs. October 24

Trunk or Treat
Thurs. Oct. 31 
6 - 8:30 p.m.

Join the Heritage Team for a 
spooktacular evening of free 
fun & games this Halloween!

Want to be one of the trunks?
Contact us for details!

Irving—T.W. Richardson 
Grove Park, part of Irving’s 
Campion Trail, was the site of 
the Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) 
28th Annual Trash Bash, the or-
ganization’s signature cleanup 
event. 

A total of 490 volunteers 
gathered at the park Sept. 28 
focused on stopping litter from 
reaching the nearby Elm Fork 
of the Trinity River. The volun-
teers gave 1,470 hours of ser-
vice in collecting 580 pounds 
of trash and 540 pounds of 
recyclables. Following the 
event, volunteers from Calva-
ry Church’s Loving Our City 
group prepared and served a 
hot dog lunch with chips do-
nated by Frito-Lay. 

For the eighth straight year, 
the Trash Bash was part of the 
National Public Lands Day 
with thousands of volunteers 
engaged in similar projects 
across the country.  

KIB cleanups are much more 
than picking up litter. KIB has 
partnered with Crisis Minis-

Volunteers help keep Irving beautiful

tries of Irving for the past few 
years to add a canned food 
drive to the Trash Bash. When 
all the boxes and bags of cans 
were collected and counted, 
there were 864 containers of 
food, which will benefit those 
served by the food pantry in 
Irving. 

“For 28 years, the Trash 
Bash has been an Irving tra-
dition where the organization 
does much more than just pick 
up litter,” Scott Wilson, KIB 
board president, said. “There 
are so many opportunities to 
make the community cleaner 
and greener, but also to meet 
people who share a common 
goal, have some fun and learn 
about a variety of topics. It’s a 
great way to spend a Saturday 
morning, and KIB is grateful 
for the nearly 500 people who 
volunteered.”

Volunteers had the oppor-
tunity to visit a variety of ta-
bles, displays and activities 
during the event. Naturalist 
Jon Halsey returned with his 
impressive collection of fossils 
and artifacts, and the City of Ir-
ving Water Utilities team had a 
booth where visitors could test 
their water IQ by answering 
questions and winning prizes. 

New to the Trash Bash this 
year were Randy Mecca of Dis-
cGames, whose focus was the 
therapeutic and recreational 
value of disc golf for wounded 
warriors and others with phys-
ical challenges; Girl Scouts of 
Northeast Texas with a table 
about STEM programs; Heart-
land Church, and the Irving 
Fire Fighters Association. The 
city arborist and Parks and 
Recreation staff were in charge 
of the tree-climbing activity. 

Mayor Rick Stopfer, who 
had officially proclaimed Sept. 

28 as Trash Bash Day in Irving, 
stopped by the event with his 
wife Melanie to wish the volun-
teers a successful day. 

Several city departments 
helped make Trash Bash a suc-
cess, including Parks and Rec-
reation, Solid Waste Services, 
Water Utilities, and Communi-
cations. Community partners 
included Vizient, Inc.; Verizon 
Green Team; AcuGraphics; 
FASTSIGNS Irving-Las Coli-
nas; Pernod-Ricard USA, BAPS 
Charities, Best Buy, Rambler 
Newspapers and Burb News-
papers; and Magician Maxwell 

Blade. 
Prizes were generously do-

nated by the Irving Family 
YMCA, City of Irving Parks and 
Recreation and Glory House. 
This was the third year for the 
Singley Academy Police Ex-
plorers to participate, adding 
another layer of safety by di-
recting traffic and keeping the 
parking procedure safe and ef-
ficient. The North Lake College 
Student Government Associa-
tion distributed supplies at the 
registration tables.

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

Annual Pow Wow shares culture with community
TRADITIONS: Native Americans compete in colorful tribal dance contests during the annual Trader's Village American Indian Pow Wow in Grand Prairie. The Pow Wow, 
which was held the weekend of Sep. 20-22, had participants ranging from two-year old toddlers to grandmothers in their 80s. /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.
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FALL FROLIC
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Youngsters have fun in the newly opened Nature Explorer play area. 
/Photo by Ariel Graham.

anniversary of the Coppell Na-
ture Park and the 5th anniver-
sary of the park’s Biodiversity 
Education Center (BEC). To 
commemorate these events, 
the park unveiled two new ad-
ditions: the Nature Explorer 
Play Area and a sculpture.

“The Nature Explorer play 
area will be a place space for 
kids that teaches them how to 
have fun in nature,” Bujanda 
said. “We have a log crawl tun-
nel and a balance beam. We 
have a stage where kids can 
perform and use their imag-
ination with twirling ribbons 
and other stuff. We have an 
art easel as well where kids can 
draw and trace the trees they 
see behind the easel. There’s all 
kinds of cool learning tools in 
the playground, and we’ll use 
it for field trips we have at the 

park too.”
Later that day, the BEC un-

veiled a stunning stained-glass 
sculpture, honoring both the 
Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts 
of America. Bujanda said both 
Scouting organizations had a 
tremendous impact on the Na-
ture Park. 

“Many Scouts have contrib-
uted to the park. Everything 
made of wood in this park was 
put there by a Scout,” Bujanda 
said. “The Friends of Coppell 
Nature Park, our nonprofit 
partner, wanted to honor that 
by buying a sculpture, and the 
Coppell Arts Council really 
influenced that to get a spe-
cial piece commissioned that 
would have symbolic colors 
and the symbols of Scouting 
incorporated into the piece. 
Scouts have supported the pur-

chase of the piece through do-
nations to honor Scouts they’re 
aware of, doing projects, or 
making a donation on behalf of 
their troop.”

Vonita White, historian of 
the Friends of the Coppell 
Nature Park, added that the 
Scouts are just one of the nu-
merous groups and organiza-
tions that have contributed to 
the park over the past 15 years.

“There are three groups 
that have made a significant 
impact on the park,” White 
said. “Number one is the vol-
unteering of the Scouts to cut 
the trails; that has brought real 
meaning. 

“Number two has been the 
commitment of the city for 
the educational programs. The 
staff they’ve hired is top-notch. 
They’re all highly educated 
naturalists and believe in what 
they’re doing. 

“Then the third one would 
be the friends that keep the 
trails noticed with the help 
of the city. It’s a very unique 
partnership with the Scouts, 
the city, North Lake College, 
the Friends of Coppell Nature 
Park, and the school district.”

Coppell city councilmember 
Wes Mays was on the council 
when the BEC was first sug-
gested. He was glad to see the 
building and the park become 
so popular in just five years.

“Several years ago, when the 
biodiversity center came up be-
fore the council for vote, it was 
a hard decision whether or not 
to approve it,” Mays said. “But 
I’m glad to say that once we 
approved it last year, it served 
over 11,500 participants. That’s 

incredible. In hindsight, it was 
one of the better decisions we 
ever made. 

“I also think what goes along 
with that is the 1,200 volun-
teers that participated and 
volunteered their time to the 
Education Center. This facility 

is a great example of how the 
community has come together. 
We’ve had community organi-
zations, Scout groups, volun-
teers, and participants of all 
kinds to come and learn about 
nature and help our kids grow 
up in a natural environment.”

middle school at the age of 13 
when I identified as gay. I did 
not know what it meant to be 
trans. That was the closest 
identity I could grab onto to 
help me identify who I was. 
I came out as trans, and the 
same day, I got beat up. Not by 
one person, by multiple people. 
It happened as I was exiting the 
school building.

“When I moved to high 
school, I thought it would get 
better. It didn’t. I got beat up 
multiple times in the hallway, 
and I started skipping school 
to avoid getting beaten up. I 
eventually dropped out of high 
school, got my G.E.D. and went 
on to pursue an education in 
healthcare. The discrimina-
tion didn’t end. It continued 
and went on into college. After 
college, it went into the work-
place. In college, there were 
bathroom issues. People would 
tell me what bathroom I was 
supposed to use. I was only 
there to learn, get an educa-
tion, and move on, so I could 
contribute to society and have 
better opportunities.

“My mom was not accepting 
whatsoever,” Monroe said. “At 
13, I attempted suicide. At age 
16, I attempted suicide again. 

“One day, however, I woke 
up, and told myself that I just 
needed to continue being my-
self, regardless of what support 
I had. I reached out and ac-
tually became a part of a doc-
umentary, which helped me 
cover the cost to get my name 
changed. I’m still in the process 
of getting my gender marker 
changed. 

“It was difficult, but I also 
had to understand this wasn’t 
only my transition. It was a 
transition for my brothers, my 
sisters, and my mom, because 
they no longer had a brother or 
son. Now they had a sister and 
a daughter. Roles change, and 
we have to understand this is a 
grieving process for our fami-
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lies. This is a learning opportu-
nity for all of us. 

“I am glad to say that my 
mom eventually came around, 
three or four years later. One 

of the things I had to learn was 
to be patient. The process takes 
time.”

“I have left healthcare to fo-
cus 100 percent on advocacy 

and advocating for the rights of 
others. I can’t stand to see the 
violence against the trans com-
munity. Future generations of 
trans people, and people in the 

LGBTQ community, should 
not have to go through what 
I went through. We need to 
come together as one, because 
that is the only way we are go-

ing to spread awareness and 
education. We need to have a 
community that is thriving and 
not fearing for their life.”


