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SNIFFING IT OUT: K9 Officer Jurek finds a toy associated with narcotics during the Canine Skills and Agility Competition. 
/Photo by Stacey Doud.
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By Sheri Gibbs
Grand Prairie—In recog-

nition of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, the city of 
Grand Prairie hosted a candle-
light vigil on Oct. 10 to honor 
those who lost their lives to do-
mestic violence. Sponsored by 
Brighter Tomorrows, the event 
included speeches from police 
officers, survivors of domestic 
violence and advocates. 

Domestic Violence survivor, 
Hope Harris shared her story 
and stressed the importance of 
noticing the signs of domestic 
violence. 

“I am first a child of domestic 
violence and the cycle started 
when I was five years old,” Har-

By Stacey Doud
Grand Prairie—The Grand 

Prairie Police Department 
(GPPD) hosted the 2nd annual 
Canine Skills and Agility Com-
petition at AirHogs Stadium on 
Saturday, Oct. 12. The event 
was sponsored by the Texas 
AirHogs baseball team and the 
Grand Prairie Citizen Police 
Academy Alumni Association 
(GPCPAAA).

“Last year, [this event] was 
at Lynn Creek Park at Joe Pool 
Lake, and it was not open to the 
public,” Gary McGahey, presi-
dent of GPCPAAA, said.

The K9 event is held for fun 
and bragging rights. Sever-
al police departments joined 
in the fun, such as Sherman, 
Midlothian and Trophy Club. 
Prairie Paws Adoption Center 
was also on site to give specta-
tors an opportunity to pet and 
adopt a dog.

The K9s and their handlers 
competed in search skills, in-
cluding narcotics building 
searches, narcotics vehicle 
searches, narcotics package 
identification and patrol build-
ing searches.

Local police agencies test K9 officers
“I have been a K9 officer for 

5 years,” GPPD Officer Jeffrey 
Payne said. “My dog’s name is 
Jurek. He came from Holland, 
so he’s been trained since he 
was a puppy in Dutch. It’s eas-
ier for me to learn a few com-
mands in Dutch than it is for 
him to relearn commands in 
English. Jurek is a Belgian Ma-
linois.

“The dogs are actually 
searching for drugs out there 
in the vehicles,” Payne said, 
pointing to several dogs sniff-
ing around old cars. “The way 
they are trained is to associate 
the smell of the drugs with 
their favorite toys. In their 
heads, they’re looking for their 
toys.

“When they find the toy, 
that’s a big reward for them. 
That’s basically their paycheck. 
They get to play with their 
toys.”

In the afternoon, the duos 
competed in “Hard Dog/Fast 
Dog” on the baseball field.

During the Hard Dog com-
petition, each dog was com-
manded to attack a “bad guy,” 
which was a volunteer dressed 

in a bite suit. The suit measured 
the pounds per square inch the 
dog’s bite delivered. The dog 
with the most intense bite force 
was declared the winner. 

Most police agencies wel-
come as K9 officers imported 
from countries like Holland 
and Germany. For example, 
Jurek can deliver a bite force 
of 190–200 pounds per square 
inch (PSI). Compare this to the 
average car tire, which holds 
around 32 PSI of air. Jurek 
took the “Top Dog” award at 
the competition for best overall 
score.

The “Fast Dog” competition 
consisted of the K9s running to 
their handlers from across the 
baseball field, and the fastest 
dog (as clocked by a radar gun) 
won the contest.

There was also a vehicle ex-
traction contest, in which the 
dog jumped into a “bad guy’s” 
car window and bit the “sus-
pect” inside. 

“But to make it more chal-
lenging, we’re going to make 

Fall Fest kicks off 
Halloween season

FALL FUN: Attendees of various ages play in a hay maze at Fall Fest. /Photo by Caton Berry.

By Caton Berry
Irving—The city of Irving 

presented its first Fall Fest, 
filled with activities for chil-
dren and their families, in 
Whistlestop Plaza on Saturday, 
Oct. 12. 

“Fall Fest is a new event for 
the city of Irving, and it encom-
passes all of what fall is about,” 
Holly Norman, senior special 
events coordinator for Irving 
Parks and Recreation, said. 
“We’ve got a pumpkin patch, a 
hay maze, carnival games, and 
Trunk or Treat from various lo-
cal businesses. 

“The pumpkin patch is one 
of my favorite things. I take 
my kid to go and do pumpkin 
patches every year, so I real-
ly think that is absolutely the 
best. Kids love pumpkins. 

“We’ve done smaller events 
like this in the past, but this is 
the first year there has been a 
city-wide Fall Fest. I love seeing 
all of these new families come 
out. It is very rewarding to see 
how many people come out 
and participate in the event. 

“It gives people the opportu-
nity to have fun and bring their 
families out. It allows every-
one to kind of see what Irving 
is about, while also enjoying 
themselves and having a good 
time together.”

Sara Hill and her family en-
joyed Fall Fest.

“My husband and I came out 
today with my son,” Sara Hill 
said. “We thought it would be 
something fun to do. So far, 
my son has gone through the 
bounce house maze. He actu-
ally did pretty good. He’s also 
done Trunk or Treat, which 
was really cool. This whole 
event is just awesome.

“My favorite part of today 
has been seeing how friendly 
everyone has been. It’s real-
ly great to see people coming 
together as a community. My 
son’s favorite thing has been 
the games. He’s best at the 
baseball game. I’m just about 
to do the fishing game. 

“We’re from the Irving area, 
been here for over 20 years. 
This is the first event we’ve 
done to kind of warm up for 
the Halloween season. In gen-
eral, my favorite part about 
this season is seeing everybody 
come together. It’s great to see 
people celebrating. 

“Halloween is big in our 
house. My other son is actual-
ly in the air force, so his little 
brother is going to dress up as a 
younger version of him. Anoth-

Vigil shines light on 
domestic violence

ris said. “As an adult, the cycle 
of abuse continued in my own 
life.”

She recounted a lifetime of 
abuse that included parental 
figures along with a long-term 
romantic relationship and the 
ways it affected her everyday 
life. Counseling from a domes-
tic abuse professional helped 
her.

“The counseling was life-
saving for me. It changed the 
course of my life,” Harris said. 
“My life today is a commitment 
to make sure that no children 
grow up children of abuse.”

The evening’s included a po-
etic reading from award-win-
ning author Leah Henton. Ad-

ditionally, Angelica Jasmine 
Bates, newly named Miss 
Grand Prairie, gave a moving 
performance of the song “I’ll 
Rise Up” in sign language. 

“Words can be so hard to 
use sometimes, and when we 
try to express them, we find 
ourselves choked,” Bates said. 
“What I love most about [sign 
language] is you don’t have to 
use your voice. You can use 
your body, your hands, and 
your facial expressions.”

During the event, the names 
of 174 people from the state of 
Texas were read who died this 
year from domestic violence. 

Save the Date!
Dedication of Irving HS Field House 

in honor of Coach Jim Bennett
Sun. Nov. 17 @ 4 p.m.

Sincerely, Bruce Burns
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Jason Brand (right) cuddles his canine 
companion, Hawkins. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The South Region 

Chapter of Canine Companions 
for Independence held its an-
nual Dog Fest at the Kinkeade 
Campus on the Baylor Scott & 
White Health grounds in Irving 
on Oct. 5. This regional chapter 
is the first assistance dog pro-
gram in the country to partner 
with a local healthcare system.

The Festival featured live 
music, a kids’ area and plen-
ty of activities for dogs of all 
breeds.

“Canine Companions has 

Dog Fest brings hope to those with mobility issues
been around since about 1975,” 
Michelle Davison, executive 
director for the south central 
region, said. “We’ve only been 
in Texas, however, as our own 
region for about five years now.

“We expertly train assistance 
dogs to place with individuals 
with disabilities or facilities 
that work with people with 
special needs. Those dogs are 
trained to do task work to help 
make the individual’s life a lit-
tle more independent, to give 
them freedom they may have 
been lacking. They do amazing 

tasks to really help brighten 
[their human companion’s] 
day.

“[The dogs] do everything 
from opening doors to picking 
up items [their human com-
panion’s] may have dropped, 
to turning on lights,” he said. 
“We even have some we train 
to do laundry. [Dogs] don’t 
fold and put clothes away, but 
they’ll get laundry out of the 
dryer and put it in a basket.”

Davison said instead scour-
ing the country for good breed-
ers, they’ve taken the task in-
house.

“We breed all of our own 
dogs, and at about eight weeks 
old, we place them with our 
volunteer puppy raisers. They 
raise the puppies and take 
care of them. They teach them 
the commands and socialize 
them until they’re about 18–20 
months old,” Davison said. “At 
that time, they’ll come to the 
campus for professional train-
ing. 

“We have trainers who work 
with the dogs for six to nine 
months to teach them the skills 
they’ll need to be professional 
service dogs. They’ll teach [the 
dogs] the more advanced com-
mands and then we place them 
with an applicant we think is 
going to be the best fit.”

Canine Companions for In-
dependence exclusively breeds 
Labrador retrievers and golden 
retrievers, as well as Lab/gold-
en crosses. 

“[These two breeds] have 
the desire to both please and 
to work,” Davison said. “We 
have tried all kinds of different 
breeds. But we got the most 
consistent results with Labs 
and golden retrievers. 

“Even the dogs that don’t 
make it all the way through the 
program have a pretty good life 
because they usually get to go 
back with their puppy raiser.” 

It was obvious from a few of 
the program graduates, both 
dogs and people, that some-

thing is working well.
Tom Brand, caretaker of his 

adult son Jason, who suffered a 
traumatic brain injury when he 
was 17 years old, was enjoying 
the festival with Jason’s dog, 
Hawkins. 

“After we got over the ini-
tial trauma, we wanted to find 
a solution to help Jason move 
forward,” Brand said.

“Hawkins helps me when I 
drop my phone,” Jason said. 
He had a new phone Hawkins 
is not familiar with yet, so Tom 
dropped his keys and Hawkins 
retrieved them and gave them 
back to Jason on command. 
“[Hawkins] can open and close 
doors, and he picks up all of his 
own toys.” 

Hawkins’ brother, Her-
shey, came to the festival from 
northern California to support 
the cause. 

Puppies produced in the 
same litter are assigned a letter 
of the alphabet, and the pups 
must be named something be-
ginning with that letter. Most 
of the time, the puppy raisers 
name the dogs.

“[Liberty One Credit Union] 
was looking for a place to do-

nate to, and we found out 
about this place,” Jamin Flood 
said. Flood attended the event 
with her family and their min-
iature Dachshund, Groot, who 
shared a wagon with Flood’s 
two-month old baby girl. 

“It’s just amazing, so we 
ended up being a sponsor. We 
came over and toured the fa-
cility two weeks ago, and it was 
just unreal,” Flood said.

“One of the things I really 
like about Canine Companions 
is that it’s not a ‘first on the list 
gets matched with the first dog 
on the list’ organization,” Davi-
son said. “By the time a dog is 
ready to be matched, we have 
met the applicant many times 
before, and we’re also very fa-
miliar with the dogs. We’re see-
ing what skills a person needs 
and what dogs we have to fill 
those needs. We invite appli-
cants to team training, and the 
trainers rotate the dogs around 
and see how people interact 
with them. It may be that a dog 
has all the skills you need, but 
you just don’t click with it.” 

Being a dog lover is just one 
requirement of becoming a 
puppy raiser. This person also 
has to be willing to give up the 
dog to the program when it is 
about a year-and-a-half old.

“Being a puppy raiser is one 
of the toughest jobs a volunteer 
can do, because they literally 
have to take in this cute little 
eight week-old puppy, know-
ing that they’ll have to give it 
away,” Davison said. “We have 
one puppy raiser here, Jackie 
Jelen, who’s just gotten her 11th 
puppy. 

“She says the reason she 
does it is because the second or 
third dog she raised, the owner 
called and said, ‘Your dog just 
saved my life.’ He had a med-
ical emergency and the dog 
alerted the neighbors and got 
him help in time. After that, 
she said, ‘How do you say, no, 
I want to keep my dog? You 
might love this dog, but what 
you do just saved a life.’ She 
says she keeps this in mind ev-
ery time she gets a new puppy.” 

er thing I love about this sea-
son is the food. Of course, the 
weather is always nice, too.”

Andrea Derios is a represen-
tative for Smile Magic Family 
Dental, one of Fall Fest’s ven-
dors. 

“We have bags of candy and 
toys for the children,” Derios 
said. “The children inspired us 
to come out today. We really 
want to be sure they are having 
a great time. It’s great seeing all 
of these people enjoying this 
good weather. 

“We’re also handing out free 
toothbrushes to all of the kids, 
since we know the kids really 
like those.

“The best part of today has 
been seeing the kids and how 
they smile when they get that 
goodie bag,” Derios said. “They 
have so much excitement, and 
I just love seeing that. My co-
worker is wearing a chicken 
outfit, so a lot of the kids and 
parents have said some really 
funny things.”
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MS. MATURE PAGEANT: (Left) Damaree Agosto Phillips wins the 2019 Ms. Mature crown and receives a bouquet of flowers. 
(Right) Alice Decker wins the Miss Congeniality award during the pageant. /Photos by Stacey Doud.

Sabrina
I know that many people think of "witch" when they hear the name Sabrina 
thanks to shows like "Sabrina the Teenage Witch." While I do possess 
some magical powers that make you immediately fall in love with me, I am 
by no means a witch. I am a petite, friendly, beautiful girl. Since I moved into 
the Cat Colony here, I have become quite a social butterfly. When I am not 
greeting human visitors (or snuggling up next to them), I enjoy working the 
room by mingling with the other cats that are out and about and stopping 
by cats that are in their cages to check in on them and make sure they are 
doing well. You should really stop by to meet me and take a chance on my 
powers of persuasion.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

A BRAND NEW LOOK: Workers replace the drywall in the Irving Arts Center 
lobby. /Photo by John Starkey.

Irving—Baylor Scott & 
White Irving Foundation’s 
president John Drake was 

By Tricia Sims
Irving—The Irving Arts 

Center was recently enhanced 
through the completion of sev-
eral renovations.

“In the last two years, the 
theaters have been completely 
repainted, the light fixtures re-
placed, the seating replaced,” 
Kass Prince, assistant execu-
tive director/operations and 
external programs for Irving 
Arts Center, said. “We finished 
the carpet in both the theaters 
and the lobbies. So everything’s 
gotten a facelift.

“As the facility has aged and 
things needed to be replaced, 
we’ve tried to upgrade with 
some features that give us an 
opportunity to host more exhi-
bitions.”

There are now a glow in the 
dark strips along the steps to 
help guests navigate to their 
seats more easily. 

“On the stairs, you can see 
echo glow striping,” Prince 
said. “So when the lights are 
off, you can see the seats.”

By Stacey Doud, Ariel Graham
Irving—Six ladies competed 

for the title of Ms. Mature Ir-
ving in the Irving Arts Center 
on Friday evening, Oct. 4.

Sponsored by the Heritage 
Senior Center, the pageant se-
lects someone “young at heart” 
to represent the city at official 
functions based on personality, 
formalwear and talent.

The Ms. Congeniality Award, 
the only award voted on by the 
contestants, was presented to 
Alice Decker. This award rec-
ognizes qualities of sportsman-
ship, friendliness and helpful-
ness.

Teen Driver Safety Fair
October 19, 1-4 p.m.
Teens and their families will receive 
practical tips and tools to develop safe 
driving habits at this free, education 
event presented by AAA Texas. Ac-
tivities will include interactive exhibits 
and games, vehicle simulators, vendor 
booths, guest speakers, informational 
videos and free goodie bags. Light 
refreshments will be served. Free 
and open to the public. All ages are 
welcome to attend. Lively Pointe Youth 
Center, 909 N O’Connor Rd, Irving, TX.

Irving Golf Club Grand Open-
ing Ceremony
October 19, 3 - 6 PM 
Come celebrate the grand opening of 
Irving Golf Club! Activities include live 
music, demonstrations, contests for 
putting and chipping, children games 
and more!

Cinema 13* Screening of 
Dracula Untold 
October 19, 4- 6 PM 
During Hallowreads this month, have 
a scary good time while celebrating 
all things Dracula in the Valley Ranch 
Library Meeting Room. Watch the 
live-action adventure Dracula Untold 
on the big screen, featuring a 15th-cen-
tury Transylvanian ruler who makes a 
bargain allowing him to defeat his ene-
mies but cost him his humanity. Rated 
PG-13. Teens ages 13 and above and 
adults only. No children, please.

United Nations: Global 
Leadership Awards
October 24, 6 - 8 PM 
Join the United Nations Association to 
help celebrate the 2019 Global Leader-
ship Award recipients in the Irving Arts 
Center. This year’s award winners are 
being recognized for promoting gender 
and economic equality, immigration 
reform, quality education, humanitari-
anism and much more.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Drake earns association’s 
highest accreditation

recently notified by the Vir-
ginia-based Association for 
Healthcare Philanthropy 
(AHP) he had earned his Fel-
low’s designation, the group’s 
highest accreditation. Fewer 
than two percent of AHP’s 
4,500 members internation-
ally have attained the FAHP 
credential. 

Drake will receive a medal-
lion and certificate in a cer-
emony presented at AHP’s 
International Conference in 
Washington, D.C. in late Oc-
tober. Drake also is a Certi-
fied Fund Raising Executive 
(CFRE), having earned that 
credential in 2005. Drake be-
came president of BSWIF in 
2000 and previously worked 
for the Baylor Scott & White 
Dallas Foundation, Dallas 
Theological Seminary, and for 
Baptist Health System in San 
Antonio. 

“In my profession, the col-
leagues I admire most have 
attained their FAHP,” Drake 
said. “These folks inspired 
me to begin the accreditation 
process, and I’m very grateful 
to have earned this designa-
tion. It’s also important to me 
because AHP, for which I’ve 
taught as a volunteer facul-
ty member at its philanthro-
py-focused Madison Institute 
in Wisconsin for the past eight 

years each summer, has asked 
me to become the chair for this 
educational offering in 2022 
and 2023. I hope that I might 
have the honor of inspiring 
others by having my FAHP as 
I lead the AHP Madison Insti-
tute during those years.”

Founded in 1977, BSWIF’s 
mission is to make people 
healthier by awarding funds 
raised and by encouraging vol-
unteer service to worthy non-
profit healthcare organizations 
that serve the people of Irving, 
Coppell and Grand Prairie. Do-
nors have contributed more 
than $58 million through 
BSWIF since its foundation. 

SOURCE Baylor Scott & White 
Irving Foundation

Fall Carnival Series
October 25, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Children of all ages are invited to the 
Fall Carnival Series at Cimarron Park 
Recreation Center organized by the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
The fall carnivals will be held at various 
recreation centers. Activities, which 
vary by location, will include carnival 
games, prizes, cakewalks, bounce 
houses and concessions.

Fall Carnival Series
October 25, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Children of all ages are invited to the 
Fall Carnival Series organized by the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
at Lee Park Recreation Center. The 
fall carnivals will be held at various 
recreation centers. Activities, which 
vary by location, will include carnival 
games, prizes, cakewalks, bounce 
houses and concessions.

Friday Night Library: Reading 
Gives You Goosebumps
October 25, 7 - 9 PM @ South 
Irving Library Program Room
The annual fall carnival celebrates 
author R.L. Stine’s spine-chilling 
series Goosebumps in the South 
I rv ing Library Program Room. 
7 to 8 p.m.: Visit each stop during the 
Trunk or Treat for candy and prizes. 
7 to 9 p.m.: Make crafts and try 
your hand at the game stations. 
7:30 to 9 p.m.: Check out the spook 
house tours (for older kids, teens, 
and adults).

Big Dogs Adoption Event
Through October 31
In honor of Adopt a Shelter Dog month, 
Irving Animal Services is offering all 
large dogs - 40 pounds and larger - 
for a discounted adoption fee of only 
$10 for the entire month of October. 
Normally, the adoption fees range from 
$70 to $100. Adopters must be at least 
18 years of age and have a valid form 
of identification.

Damaree Agosto Phillips wins 
title of Miss Mature Irving

“I was very surprised to re-
ceive the Miss Congeniality 
award,” Decker said. “It made 
me feel so validated. And com-
ing from the other candidates, 
it was a great honor that they 
think of me as congenial. That 
was the best part of the whole 
experience.”

Alice Decker also won the 
title of Ms. Mature Irving first 
runner-up.

After a night full of talent-
ed performance and beautiful 
gowns, a winner was crowned.

“Only one can wear the 
crown, and this year, that 
person is Damaree Agos-

to Philips,” co-emcee Cathy 
Whiteman said.

Philips was presented a sash 
and flowers as Doug McAlister 
sang Frank Sinatra’s ‘Young at 
Heart.’

The evening’s other lovely 
contestants were Kathleen Gal-
van, Judith Nicholson, Betsy 
Naylor and Susan Newman.

“I loved getting to know the 
other women in the pageant so 
closely,” Newman said. “We all 
became very close-knit friends. 
Even though I didn’t win, I had 
the time of my life being part of 
it.”

“I encourage anybody that’s 

in my age bracket to go join,” 
Decker said. “It’s your time to 
shine. And at this age, it’s a fan-
tastic thing to have.”

Irving arts center completes renovations

See RENOVATIONS
Page 7

The finishing touches of the 
renovations were made in the 
lobby.

“There were tears in the car-
pet across the lobby, and bub-
bles where the glue had come 
loose and the carpet was not 
adhering anymore,” Prince 
said. “It had always been in the 
budget for this fiscal year to re-
place the carpet. It was old, and 
it reached the end of its life.”

Additional carpet was put 
in specifically for high traffic 
areas. 

“We also replaced [the carpet 
that] used to be at the doors,” 
Prince said. “This [new] carpet 
is called a step off. It has partic-
ular qualities that pull dirt off 
shoes and absorb moisture, so 
the first few steps into the fa-
cility, hopefully, whatever is on 
your feet comes off here. This 
carpet is in front of the high 
traffic areas like the concession 
stand and the doors.”

In an effort to think ahead 
and prepare for messes, the 
new carpet is laid out in planks.

“If a stain happens on one 
section, it can be replaced 
without pulling up the whole 
carpet,” Prince said. “Having 
the carpet in planks makes it 
easier. It’s far more efficient 
because stains happen.” 

The walls in the lobby also 
received an upgrade. 

“There has been sheetrock 
with fabric over it in the gallery 
for many, many years. We are 
now replacing it with regular 
sheetrock that will be skim 
coated, which can be painted 
and patched in between exhi-
bitions,” Prince said. “It also 

gives us some flexibility in case 
we want to paint the gallery a 
different color or modify it for 
exhibitions in the future.”

Another new addition to the 
lobby were window shades. 

“The lobbies now have 
shades that block the harmful 
UV rays when we have a really 
delicate exhibition here; works 
on paper, things that shouldn’t 
be exposed to sunlight,” Prince 
said. “There are some exhibi-
tions we couldn’t have host-
ed without that. One of those 
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FOR RENT

EMPLOYMENT

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details

LEGALS

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

GARAGE SALE

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Continued from Page 1

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Otie L. Wade Dec. 24, 1928 – Oct. 13, 2019
Raymond Johnson Jan. 29, 1931 – Oct. 13, 2019
Juanita Fay Kirby March 8, 1927 – Oct. 13, 2019

Josie Guzman July 27, 1948 – Oct. 16, 2019
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313

Joan Romain Aug. 12, 1941 – Oct. 2, 2019
Kenneth Myrl Johnson Sept. 2, 1940 – Oct. 15, 2019
James Richard Green Sept. 15, 1928 – Oct. 15, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES

Come be part of the Magic of Lone Star Christmas!!

You’re Invited to our ICE Hiring Events!

We are hosting Job Fairs every Monday & Wednesday from 1pm-
7pm now through October 30th.

Location: HR Office at Gaylord Texan, 1501 Gaylord Trail Grapevine, 
TX 76051

Applicants can park in the Convention Center. All parking will be 
validated.

Hiring ICE! roles in the following departments: Costume 
Characters, Exhibit, Holiday Activities, Box Office, and Retail. We 
are also hiring Call Center Agents!

ALL FOOD & BEVERAGE POSITIONS
ICE! Servers, Bartenders, Server Assistants, and Host/Hostess

To apply, please visit  gaylordcareers.com prior to attending.

Questions? Simply call: 817.778.3900

Marriott International is an equal opportunity employer committed 
to hiring a diverse workforce and sustaining an inclusive culture. 
Marriott International does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability, veteran status or any other basis protected under 
federal, state or local laws.

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for Wine and Beer Retailer’s Off-Premise Permit by Family 
Dollar Stores of Texas LLC dba Family Dollar Store #32108 located at 
4395 W Northgate Drive, Irving, TX, 75062 in Dallas County.

Officers of said Limited Liability Company are: Lonnie McCaffety, 
President; William A. Old Jr., Senior Vice President, Chief Legal 
Officer, General Counsel, and Secretary; Roger Dean, Vice President 
and Treasurer; Jonathan Elder, Vice President-Tax; Deborah Miller, 
Vice President; Thomas E. Schoenheit , Vice President Assistant 
General  Counsel and Assistant Secretary; Shawnta Totten-Medley, 
Vice President and Assistant Secretary; Bruce Walters, Vice President; 
Sandra Boscia, Assistant  Secretary; CJ York, Assistant Secretary. 
Family Dollar Stores of Ohio, Inc. Managing Member.

Meals on Wheels needs delivery drivers in south Irving. 
Call 214-689-2639.

Roommate needed. Irving, TX. $600 a month. Call 972-313-7917.

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for Wine and Beer Retailer’s Off-Premise Permit by Family 
Dollar Stores of Texas LLC dba Family Dollar Store# 23279 located at 
1800 W Irving Blvd., Irving, TX, 75061 in Dallas County.

Officers of said Limited Liability Company are: Lonnie McCaffety, 
President; William A. Old Jr., Senior Vice President, Chief Legal 
Officer, General Counsel, and Secretary; Roger Dean, Vice President 
and Treasurer; Jonathan Elder, Vice President-Tax; Deborah Miller, 
Vice President; Thomas E. Schoenheit , Vice President Assistant 
General  Counsel and Assistant Secretary; Shawnta Totten-Medley, 
Vice President and Assistant Secretary; Bruce Walters, Vice President; 
Sandra Boscia, Assistant  Secretary; CJ York, Assistant Secretary. 
Family Dollar Stores of Ohio, Inc. Managing Member.

Place your loved ones' obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers
Call (972) 870-1992 

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE 
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION 
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE 
LICENSE, A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE 
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE STORE TASTING 
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A 
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE #896) 
LOCATED AT 2225 W INTERSTATE 20, GRAND 
PRAIRIE, TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 75052. 
OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN 
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. 
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. 
LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

Garage Sale on Sat. Oct. 20th, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Trundle bed, girls 2 
pc chest/dresser/with bench. Full bedroom 3 pc. Green Egg grill with 
accessories. Lots of baby/children’s clothes. Car seats. Lots of mics. 
3820 Cheyenne St. 214-402-800 for more details.

By Luke Schumacher
Coppell—Independent writ-

ers from the area gathered in 
Coppell to network, mingle and 
promote their books during the 
fourth annual Indie Author 
Day event hosted in the Cozby 
Library on Oct. 12. 

A handful of authors pre-
sented a variety of types of 
books, ranging from mystery 
novels to children’s books to 
nonfiction books. Among the 
participants was Maggie Fos-
ter, author of the Loch Loncach 
Mysteries.

“I visited Scotland many 
years ago and was very lucky 
because I was allowed to attend 
the Lonach Highland Games, 
one of the oldest and most col-
orful of all the Scottish games 
worldwide,” Foster said. “[The 
Loch Lonach Mysteries] are 
modern day amateur, sleuth 
murder mysteries. My [char-
acters] are the descendants of 
Scots who settled in Texas 150 
years ago. The heroine is an 
ICU nurse and her sidekick is 
an ER doctor.

“My background is in medi-
cine. I was an ICU nurse for a 
while. I went off to law school, 
became a lawyer and practiced 
law for eight years. I moved 
into teaching, and I’m actu-
ally on the nursing faculty at 
Brookhaven College.”

Even with this unique back-
ground, writing a book has 
challenges.

“You have to learn how to 
format it correctly [for Amazon 
publishing]. It costs nothing to 
publish a book,” Foster said. 
“You simply have to learn how 
to use Microsoft Word correct-
ly and convert it to PDF.

“Being an indie author 
[means] you’re responsible for 
absolutely everything. I know 
nothing about marketing, 
so I’m trying to learn how to 
market [my books.] I think for 

The Hospital District South 
Neighborhood Association 
hosted its 20th annual Block 
Party on Saturday, Oct. 12.   The 

Block Party was first organized 
because people were fearful of 
“the end of life as we know it” 
when Y2K (the year 2000) hit 

Block party brings community closer
at midnight on Dec. 31, 1999.
There was no catastrophe from 
Y2K, but all the neighbors now 
know each other better.

About thirty-two residents 
gathered to visit and enjoy 
Hard 8 Barbecue and all the 
side dishes the neighbors  
brought. Tom Bagley orga-
nized the food and picked up 

the barbecue. 
The barbecue, paper goods 

and drinks were provided by 
a Community Grant from the 
city of Irving.  Each family at-
tending received a roll of blue 
recycling bags also as part of 
the grant.

SOURCE Clyde and Beca DeLoach

Indie Author Day recognizes writers

Patricia Daiker wrote 'Dragonfly Lights' to 
change how people think and feel about 
diabetes.  /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

most people, the big challenge 
is getting the word out.”

Children’s book author An-
gela Henderson wrote ‘Issac’s 
Ice Cream Tree,’ which origi-
nally started as a skit of sorts.

“I have three kids, and when 
my youngest, Christian, was 
five years old he sat down, and 

he scribbled a tree with a lit-
tle scoop of ice cream on top,” 
Henderson said. “I said to him, 
‘Wouldn’t that be so cool if ice 
cream could really grow on 
trees?’ And then I said, ‘Why 
don’t we write that story.’

“Around that time, he was 
wanting to do a church talent 
show, and he did not want to 
get on stage. He wanted to do 
something but he did not want 
to be on stage doing some-
thing.

“He drew a tree on a post-
er board, and we put it on an 
easel, so he could hide behind 
it. As I was reading, he would 
come out and put the pieces on. 
When the tree grew the straw-
berry ice cream, he’d Velcro it 
onto the tree and hide behind 
it again. At the end when there 
were rainbow sprinkles, he 
threw confetti.”

After the skit, Henderson de-
cided to publish the story.

“My original [story] was 

about 1,600 words. A childrens 
book is supposed to be about 
500,” Henderson said. “Hav-
ing a good illustrator is crucial. 
They can tell a lot more of the 
story. Because of my relation-
ship with my publisher and 
illustrator, my second book, 
‘Isaac and Izzy’s Treehouse,’ I 
included more art.”

Nonfiction author Jess de la 
Chapelle is expected to publish 
her first book next year.

“The purpose of [Bringing 
Light to the Darkness: Reveal-
ing the Truth About Human 
Trafficking] is really to let peo-
ple know what trafficking is, 
what it looks like, because it’s 
not what everybody thinks it 
is due to the way it’s portrayed 
in movies,” Chapelle said. “The 
book tells what it looks like, 
where it happens and red flags 
to look out for and the challeng-
es that come with getting out of 
it. I’m glad to raise awareness 
that human trafficking is real.”

As the names were read, vis-
itors and attendees were en-
couraged to leave a stone in a 
jar. Afterward, these stones 
were taken to the Brighter To-
morrows Garden of Serenity to 
be permanently placed. 

The vigil not only honored 
local victims of domestic vio-
lence but also to raised aware-
ness of domestic violence in 
our community. In a study 
completed last year by the 
University of Texas, the Dallas 
Police Department received 
an average of 42 domestic vio-
lence 911 calls per day. 

“In my six years, I’ve been 
the primary detective on well 
over 1,300 domestic violence 
cases,” Officer Brian Heymes, 
domestic violence detective for 

the Grand Prairie Police De-
partment, said. “If we as a soci-
ety stand by and these abusers 
continue the cycle, we will con-
tinue to have that very same 
thing happen again. We have to 
find a way to break that cycle, 
whether it happens at school, 

home, work, or with friends. 
Too many children still grow 
up thinking violence at home is 
normal.”

The Brighter Tomorrows or-
ganization is a local group that 
offers help for domestic and 
sexual violence victims. 

Attendees honor domestic violence victims by placing stones in a jar. 
/Photo by Sheri Gibbs.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was Austrian philosophical author Robert 
Musil who made the following sage observation: 
"It's not the genius who is 100 years ahead of 
his time but average man who is 100 years 
behind it." 

* Here's a sign of our increasingly cluttered lives: 
When the National Association of Professional 
Organizers was formed in 1985, it had five 
members. Today there are more than 3,500 
registered organizers with the group.

* Despite many people's assumptions, the word 
"bayou" doesn't come from French; it's from the 
Choctaw word "bayuk."

* Those who study such things say that in 
tunnels that have lighting on the sides rather 
than above, the placement of those lights can 

influence the likelihood of people speeding. Evidently, the farther 
apart the side lights are placed, the faster drivers go. 

* Florida famously harbors many species of orchid -- and one of 
them smells so bad that it's been known to make bees sick. It's 
called the Violent Stench. 

* In February of this year, a Japanese man named Yuya Yamada 
broke his own Guinness World Record for the largest hula hoop 
spun around the body three consecutive times -- the hoop in 
question measured 17.72 feet in diameter.

* If you harbor overmuch ill will toward your mother-in-law, you could 
be described as "pentheraphobic." 

* It was Britain's Prince Albert who originated the boutonniere. It 
seems that while they were courting, Queen Victoria offered a small 
bouquet of flowers to her future husband. Prince Albert used his 
pocketknife to cut a hole in the lapel of his jacket and put the stems 
of the bouquet through it.
***
Thought for the Day: "If you watch a game, it's fun. If you play at it, it's 
recreation. If you work at it, it's golf." -- Bob Hope

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which is the northernmost 
of the Great Lakes?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What would a 
phillumenist collect or study?

3. MOVIES: Which movie was based on the novel "Do Androids 
Dream of Electric Sheep?"?
4. HISTORY: The Treaty of Versailles ended which major 20th-
century war?
5. LANGUAGE: What does the Greek prefix "lex" mean in English?
6. TELEVISION: What was the nickname of Carrie Bradshaw's 
boyfriend in the comedic series "Sex and the City"?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many eyes does a honey bee have?
8. MEASUREMENTS: What does a caliper measure?
9. MUSIC: Who sang the hit 1970s song "Love Me Like a 
Rock"?
10. ANATOMY: What is a common word for the sternum?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Lake Superior
2. Matchbook covers and boxes
3. "Blade Runner"
4. World War I
5. Word
6. Mr. Big
7. Five
8. Distance between two opposite 
sides of an object
9. Paul Simon
10. Breastbone
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CITY OF IRVING 
(CIUDAD DE IRVING) 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION 
(AVISO DE ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL)

ELECTION DAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2019: (DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES: 5 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2019):

To the Registered Voters of the City of Irving and the County of Dallas, Texas: 
(A los votantes inscritos de la Ciudad de Irving y del Condado de Dallas, Texas):

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 5, 2019, for voting in a Special Election to consider an amendment to the City Charter. This election is 
being held jointly with other Dallas County entities.
(Mediante la presente se notifica a la ciudadanía que los lugares de votación mencionados más adelante estarán abiertos desde las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m., el martes 5 de noviembre de 2019, para votar en una Elección Especial 
para considerar una enmienda a la Carta Magna de la Ciudad.  Esta elección se está realizando conjuntamente con otras entidades del condado de Dallas.)

ELECTION DAY COUNTYWIDE VOTE CENTERS
The City of Irving holds joint elections with the Dallas County Elections Department. Dallas County Elections Department will utilize countywide Vote Centers, which will enable any Irving registered voter to vote at ANY polling location within 
the County, as designated by the Dallas County Elections Administrator. A complete list of Vote Centers is available at the City Secretary’s Office and available online at https://www.cityofirving.org/162/Election-Information. Specific Vote 
Centers located within the city limits of Irving are listed below:
(CENTROS DE VOTACIÓN EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES EN TODO EL CONDADO)
(La Ciudad de Irving realizará elecciones conjuntas con el Departamento de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas. El Departamento de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas utilizará centros de votación en todo el condado, lo cual permitirá 
que cualquier votante inscrito de Irving pueda votar en cualquier lugar de votación, tal como así lo ha designado el Administrador de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas.  Una lista completa de los centros de votación está disponible en la 
Oficina de la Secretaria de la Ciudad y en el internet en https://www.cityofirving.org/162/Election-Information.  Centros específicos de votación ubicados dentro de los límites de la Ciudad de Irving se encuentran listados a continuación:)

A.S. Johnston Elementary School, Small Gym, 2801 Rutgers Dr., Irving, Texas 75062
Barbara Cardwell Career Prep, Front Foyer, 101 E. Union Bower Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley Rd., Irving, Texas 75062
Brandenburg Elementary School, Small Gym, 2800 Hillcrest Dr., Irving, Texas 75062
Britain Elementary School, Small Gym, 631 Edmondson Dr., Irving, Texas 75060
Cimarron Recreation Center, Large Activity Room, 201 Red River Trl., Irving, Texas 75063
David Crockett Middle School, Main Entrance, 2431 Hancock St., Irving, Texas 75061
Freeman Elementary School, Library, 8757 W. Valley Ranch Pkwy, Irving, Texas 75063
Good Elementary School, Library, 1200 E. Union Bower Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Houston Middle School, Aux. Gym, 3033 W. Country Club Rd., Irving, Texas 75038
Irving Arts Center, Art Lab, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060
Irving Fire Station #2, Bay, 1306 N. Story Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Irving Fire Station #8, Bay, 650 E. Las Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039
Irving High School, Spectator Gym Foyer, 900 N. O’Connor Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
J.O. Davis Elementary School, Room 109, 310 Davis Dr., Irving, Texas 75061
L.B. Barton Elementary School, Small Gym, 2931 Conflans Rd., Irving, Texas 75061

Lamar Middle School, Aux. Gym, 219 Crandall Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
Las Colinas Elementary School, Library, 2200 Kinwest Pkwy, Irving, Texas 75063
Lively Elementary School, Front Hallway, 1800 Plymouth Dr. W., Irving, Texas 75061
MacArthur High School, Spectator Gym Foyer, 3700 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Mustang Park Recreation Center, Large Activity Room, 2223 Kinwest Pkwy., Irving, Texas 75063
Nimitz High School, Auditorium Foyer, 100 W. Oakdale Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
North Lake College, “L” Building Community Library, Room L235, 5001 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038
Oak Haven United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, 1600 N. Irving Heights Dr., Irving, Texas 75061
Otis Brown Elementary School, Small Gym, 2501 W. Tenth St., Irving, Texas 75060
Sally B. Elliott Elementary School, Small Gym, 1900 S. Story Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
Singley Academy, Auditorium Foyer, 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038
T.J. Lee Elementary School, Small Gym, 1600 Carlisle St., Irving, Texas 75062
Thomas Haley Elementary School, Small Gym, 3601 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062
Travis Middle School, Cafeteria, 1600 Finley Rd., Irving, Texas 75062
University of Dallas, Cardinal Farrell Hall Boardroom 219, 2815 Lynch Cir., Irving, Texas 75062
Valley Ranch Library, Program Room 150, 401 Cimarron Trail, Irving, Texas 75063
Valley Ranch Elementary School, Gym, 9800 Rodeo Dr., Irving, Texas 75063
W. T. Hanes Elementary School, Small Gym, 2730 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062

EARLY VOTING: (VOTACIÓN ADELANTADA):
   
Registered voters of the City of Irving and all residents that are registered voters in Dallas County, Texas are eligible to vote at any of the below listed Early Voting locations.  
(Los votantes inscritos de la Ciudad de Irving y todos los residentes que están inscritos para votar en el condado de Dallas, Texas están aptos para votar en cualquiera de los lugares de Votación Adelantada mencionados más adelante).

The main permanent early voting location for early voting by personal appearance is: (El centro electoral permanente principal para la votación adelantada en persona es:)  

George L. Allen, Sr. Courts Building, Main Lobby, 600 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas 75202

The branch early voting locations for early voting by personal appearance in Irving are: (Las sucursales de votación adelantada en persona en Irving son:)

       Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley Road, Irving, Texas 75062 
       Irving Arts Center, Art Lab, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062 
       Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060 
       North Lake College, “L” Building Community Library, 5001 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038 
       University of Dallas, SB Hall O’Halloran Atrium, 2925 Gorman Drive, Irving, Texas 75062
      Valley Ranch Library, Program Room 150, 401 Cimarron Trail, Irving, Texas 75063

All branch early voting locations for early voting by personal appearance in Dallas County include: 
locations within the city limits of Irving are in bold 
 (Todas las sucursales de votación adelantada en persona en el condado de Dallas son:) 
(los lugares dentro de los límites de Irving se encuentran resaltados)

Addison Fire Station #1, 4798 Airport Pkwy, Addison, Texas 75001
Balch Springs Civic Center, Meeting Room, 12400 Elam Road, Balch Springs, Texas 75180
Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley, Road, Irving, Texas 75062
Bethany Lutheran Church, Nelson Hall, 10101 Walnut Hill Lane, Dallas, Texas 75238
Brookhaven College, “W” Building Room W105, 3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers Branch, Texas 75244
Cedar Hill Government Center, Main Lobby, 285 Uptown Blvd., Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
Cedar Valley College, “M” Building M105, 3030 North Dallas Ave., Lancaster, Texas 75134
Coppell Town Center, Main Lobby, 255 E. Parkway Blvd., Coppell, Texas 75019
Crosswinds High School, Room 104, 1100 N. Carrier Pkwy, Grand Prairie, Texas 75050
Disciple Central Community Church, Classroom 104, 901 N. Polk Street, DeSoto, Texas 75115
Duncanville Library, Rooms 1, 2 & 3, 201 James Collins Blvd., Duncanville, Texas 75116
Eastfield College Main Campus, “C” Building Admissions Foyer, 3737 Motley Drive, Mesquite, Texas 75150
Eastfield College Pleasant Grove Campus, Community Room 108/109, 802 S. Buckner Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75217
El Centro College-Main Campus, Student Center, 801 Main Street, Dallas, Texas 75202
El Centro College-West Campus, Community Room, 3330 N. Hampton Road, Dallas, Texas 75212
Florence Recreation Center, Room 102, 2501 Whitson Way, Mesquite, Texas 75150
Fretz Park Library, Black Box Theater, 6990 Belt Line Road, Dallas, Texas 75254
Friendship West Baptist Church, Banquet Hall Foyer, 2020 W. Wheatland Road, Dallas, Texas 75232
George L. Allen, Sr. Courts Building, Main Lobby, (Main Location), 600 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas 75202
Glenn Heights City Hall, 1938 S. Hampton Road, Glenn Heights, Texas 75154
Grauwyler Park Recreation Center, RM A, 7780 Harry Hines Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75235
Highland Hills Library, Classroom A & B, 6200 Bonnie View Road, Dallas, Texas 75241
Irving Arts Center, Art Lab Classroom 1, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, Texas 75060
Josey Ranch Library, Meeting Room, 1700 Keller Springs, Carrollton, Texas 75006

Lakeside Activity Center, Large Room, 101 Holley Park Drive, Mesquite, Texas 75149
Lancaster Veterans Memorial Library, Meeting Room, 1600 Veterans Memorial Pkwy., Lancaster, Texas 75134
Lochwood Library, Classroom 1 & 2, 11221 Lochwood Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75218
Marsh Lane Baptist Church, Fellowship Hall, 10716 Marsh Lane, Dallas, Texas 75229
Martin Luther King Core Bldg., Main Lobby, 2922 Martin L. King (MLK) Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75215
Martin Weiss Recreation Center, Small Room, 1111 Martindell Ave., Dallas, Texas 75211
Mountain Creek Library, Auditorium, 6102 Mountain Creek Pkwy., Dallas, Texas 75249
Mountain View College, “E” Building Main Lobby, 4849 W. Illinois Ave., Dallas, Texas 75211
North Lake College, “L” Building Community Library, 5001 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75038
Oak Cliff Sub-Courthouse, Main Lobby, 410 S. Beckley, Dallas, Texas 75203
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Parlor Room, 7611 Park Lane, Dallas, Texas 75225
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-Grand Prairie, Fellowship Hall, 4729 S. Carrier Pkwy, Grand Prairie, Texas 75052
Paul L. Dunbar Lancaster-Kiest Library, Classroom A & B, 2008 E. Kiest Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75216
Richardson Civic Center, West Alcove, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson, Texas 75080
Richland College – Garland Campus, Main Lobby, 675 W. Walnut Street, Garland, Texas 75040
Richland College-Main Campus, Guadalupe “G” Bldg. Foyer, 12800 Abrams Road, Dallas, Texas 75243
Rowlett City Hall-Annex, Conference Room, 4004 Main Street, Rowlett, Texas 75088
Sachse City Hall, Court Room, 3815 Sachse Road, Sachse, Texas 75048
Samuell Grand Recreation Center, Game Room, 6200 East Grand Ave., Dallas, Texas 75223
Skyline Branch Library, Auditorium, 6006 Everglade Road, Dallas, Texas, 75227
South Garland Branch Library, Program Room, 4845 Broadway Blvd., Garland, Texas 75040
Southern Methodist University, Hughes-Triggs Student Center Room 150, 3140 Dyer Street, Dallas, Texas 75205
Sunnyvale Town Hall, Council Chambers, 127 N. Collins Road, Sunnyvale, Texas 75182
University of Dallas, SB Hall O’Halloran Atrium, 2925 Gorman Drive, Irving, Texas 75062
University Park United Methodist Church, Caldwell Room #120, 4024 Caruth Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75225
Valley Ranch Library, Program Room 150, 401 Cimarron Trail, Irving, Texas 75063

Days and hours for Early Voting by Personal Appearance: (Los días y los horarios de la Votación Adelantada en persona son:)
  
   October (octubre) 21 –25   Monday-Friday (lunes a viernes)  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 26   Saturday (sábado)     8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 27   Sunday (domingo)     1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 28-30    Monday-Wednesday (lunes a míercoles)  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
   October (octubre) 31 – November (noviembre) 1 Thursday-Friday (jueves y viernes)   7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
 
APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOTS TO BE VOTED BY MAIL: (Solicitudes de boletas electorales para votar por correo): 

Applications for early voting ballots by mail must be received by Dallas County at the following address no later than Friday, October 25, 2019 by 4:30 p.m.: (Las solicitudes de boletas electorales para votar por adelantado por 
correo deberán ser recibidas en el condado de Dallas a más tardar el viernes, 25 de octubre de 2019, antes de las 4:30 p.m. en la siguiente dirección):   
 

    Toni Pippins-Poole, Early Voting Clerk  
    Office of the Elections Department  
    2377 North Stemmons Fwy. Suite 820  
    Dallas, Texas 75207    

The following proposition will appear on the ballot to consider an amendment to the City Charter: (La siguiente proposición aparecerá en la boleta para considerar una enmienda a la Carta Magna de la Ciudad:)

Proposition A

 The change relates to removal of limitations on contributions for retirement benefits. Art. IX, Sec. 8, the total annual amount of the City of Irving contribution for employee retirement benefits is removed. 

_______ FOR    _______ AGAINST 

Proposición A

  El cambio se refiere a la eliminación de limitaciones a las contribuciones de los beneficios de jubilación. Art. IX, Sec. 8, la suma anual total de las contribuciones de la Ciudad de Irving para los beneficios de jubilación 
de los empleados es eliminado. 

 _______ A FAVOR   _______ EN CONTRA
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RENOVATIONS
Continued from Page 3

A patient receives an eye exam during the annual fair. /Photo provided by BAPS Charities.

Youngsters learn to make binary code bracelets. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

WORSHIP

By Sheri Gibbs
Irving—BAPS Medical Ser-

vices hosted its 16th annual 
BAPS Charities Health Fair 
in the Shri Swaminarayan 
Mandir on Saturday, Oct. 5. 
This event offered basic health 
care services including vision 
and hearing screenings, as well 
as more in-depth screenings 
for heart disease, cancer, and 
diabetes.  

The BAPS Medical Services 
helps bring medical care to in-
dividuals who may never get 
treatment otherwise. Doctors, 
nurses, medical students, and 
other health professionals were 
available to talk with visitors 
about their health concerns 
and questions.

“The reason we chose this 
volunteer experience is to in-
crease our ability to help in the 
community and be exposed 
to different cultures that ex-
ist here,” Ashley Devoll, sec-
ond-year med student volun-
teer, said. “That’s how we best 
learn how to serve our com-
munity when we are doctors in 
three or four years.”

Two weeks prior to the event, 
community members were en-
couraged to have blood drawn 
at Shri Swaminarayan Mandir. 
The blood was tested and a full 
analysis was available at the 
health fair, and specialists were 
able to discuss the results. For 
more serious diagnoses, future 

BAPS Charities helps 
people maintain health

appointments and referrals 
were offered. 

“This is a temple first and 
foremost. I’ve been coming 
here since I was a little boy,” 
Dr. Jay Patel, an associate 
organizer, said. “It’s a way to 
give back and connect with the 
community that I grew up in.”

“BAPS [Charity] does a lot 
of things worldwide, and we’re 
very fortunate to have you in 
our community,” Mayor Rick 
Stopfer said. “But what I’m 
most excited about is the day 
to day things you do right here 
in Irving. We are so fortunate 
to have so many of you in the 
medical profession who work 
with us and give your profes-
sional advice and information 
so that our lives are better be-
cause of it.”

“A lot of people are un-in-
sured, or seniors, or they just 
don’t have the transportation 
to get places” Sapna Patel, a 
vision and hearing screenings 
volunteer, said. “Whatever the 
situation, a lot of people pro-
crastinate basic health needs. 
It is a really good once per year 
awakening for some of the pa-
tients where they get really in-
depth knowledge about why 
eye care, dental care, and basic 
health care is important. We’ve 
had cases with just a blood 
test alone where patients have 
come out with low white [blood 
cell] counts. It can be very 

eye-opening. We have doctors 
here that can talk to them. 

“We never just leave up to 
them and just say, ‘here you 
go, you need to see a doctor.’ 
We try and follow through and 
connect them to the right per-
son.”

BAPS Charities is a global or-
ganization focused on bringing 
health care to communities all 
over the world. The charity has 
more than 55,000 volunteers 
who contribute over 12 million 
hours of service annually. 

was the Roz Chest illustrations 
we had earlier. Also the Garth 
Williams, Charlotte’s Web, Lit-
tle House on the Prairie stuff. 
Those works on paper are del-
icate. This gives us the flexibil-
ity to be able to offer a higher 
caliber and a little bit more rare 
exhibitions to the public.

“One of the other improve-
ments was vents. Before they 
blew straight up the wall, which 
as you might imagine, is not 
a good thing for art. They’ve 
been modified, so the air blows 
out into the gallery and away 
from the art on the wall.”

The renovation plans for the 
Irving Arts Center continued 
outside.

“Some of the lights for the 
fountains and the sculptures 
have been turned off because 
they needed repair,” Prince 
said. “All of that stuff should 
be back online within the next 

month.
“It just goes to show you 

what happens when something 
that is supposed to work a cer-
tain way stops working, there 
are consequences for the art.”

The Irving Arts Center is 
a part of the City of Irving’s 
Department of Arts and Cul-
ture. The department plans on 
working on renovating the oth-
er museums as well. 

“We want to stabilize the 
deteriorating conditions out 
there, and then begin resto-
ration on all the properties out 
there like the Jackie Townsell 
Bear Creek Heritage Center, 
J.O. Davis House, and the 
Green House,” Prince said. 
“The goal for those properties 
is to stabilize and then eventu-
ally restore them.

“We like to think of ourselves 
as a group of museums.”

A family discusses health issues during the fair. /Photo provided by BAPS Charities.
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IGCA cheerleaders prepare to play a powderpuff game. /Photo provided by Tina Cherry.

Cheerleaders gather to participate in the IGCA annual Pink Out event. /Photo provided by Tina Cherry.

CANINE SKILLS AND AGILITY COMPETITION
Continued from Page 1

By Charles Dyer
Irving—Families, athletes, 

and community members 
braved the heat to support vic-
tims of cancer.

The Irving Girls Cheerleader 
Association hosted their fifth 
annual Pink Out event in Trin-
ity View Park on Saturday, on 
Oct. 5. The organization, which 
is over 40 years old, builds 
cheer teams to support the 
Irving Boys Football Associa-
tion’s teams. 

“We have girls and boys that 
come from Grand Prairie, Dal-
las, Waxahachie, Denton to be 
a part of our association and to 
cheer for the Irving Boys Foot-
ball Association,” Sabrina Rag-
land, president of the Irving 
Girls Cheerleader Association 
(IGCA), said. 

The event, however, was 
about more than cheerleading 
and football. It hit home for 
many in the organization.

“This year, instead of doing 
just breast cancer, we’re going 
with all colors of cancer, be-
cause it’s affected a lot of peo-

Irving athletes and cheerleaders raise cancer awareness
ple in our organization,” Tina 
Cherry, IGCA major league 
director and Pink Out event co-
ordinator, said. “We are doing 
a balloon release with a song. 
We’re selling t-shirts, lem-
onade, tea, different kinds of 
things, and we have informa-
tion about cancer.

“We put this together for the 
awareness of all of the cancers 
to help the youth understand 
as they get older what’s going 
on. We even have some chil-
dren who are dealing with can-
cer as well.

“I am very proud to be a part 
of this organization. It touches 
a lot of peoples’ hearts.”

Ribbons of all colors: pink 
for breast cancer, orange for 
kidney cancer, green for liver 
cancer, and white for lung can-
cer lined the football field. Pink 
tents dotted the grass and pink 
balloons darted back and forth, 
trailing children to which they 
were tied.

The IGCA is a nonprofit 
organization, so its ability to 
throw events like the Pink Out 

relies heavily on donations. 
“A lot of our [communi-

ty] business owners donated 
to our event,” Ragland said. 
“What we do is sell items at our 
event to raise money. We use it 
for scholarships for our grad-
uating seniors, and we use it 

if we have any cancer patients 
that may need help with copays 
or medical equipment.”

Rodelhia Cherry, Tina Cher-
ry’s sister-in-law, came from 
Paris, Texas, to support the 
event. 

“Six years ago, I was diag-

nosed with bladder cancer.” 
Rodelhia said. “I also have a 
son who has brain cancer who 
was diagnosed right before 
he turned 18. To me, support-
ing stuff like this helps get the 
word out about all cancers.”

Jaclyn Banda, with the com-

petition team Elite Fierce, 
came to the event because her 
family knows the pain and 
heartache cancer causes. 

“It touches home for us be-
cause my father-in-law fights 
it right now,” Banda said. “We 
lost my grandmother-in-law 
last January to it, so it’s about 
supporting everyone who’s 
fighting it.”

Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
gave certificates to cancer sur-
vivors. 

“People don’t realize can-
cer strikes people of all ages, 
and this puts an emphasis on 
several different things,” Stop-
fer said. “This is breast cancer 
awareness month, so we want 
to make sure people realize 
how important it is for every-
one to be checked. It’s not just 
a cancer that attacks women; it 
attacks men as well.

“If something is wrong, they 
need to get it checked. So many 
people [think] I’m young, it’s 
no big deal, and they wait un-
til [the cancer] gets so far ad-
vanced that it takes a lot to fix 
it.”

[the dog] let go of the suspect 
while [the dog is still] inside, 
and then call them to come 
back to the handler,” Payne 
said. “That will make the dog 
uncomfortable, but the reason 
we do training like this is to 
make the dog get used to un-
comfortable situations.” 

On average, a police K9 costs 
between $40,000-$50,000. 
The majority of that cost is 
the expert training the dog re-
ceives. When the dogs come to 
an agency, they are paired with 
the human counterpart they 
“click” with the most. The dog 
will spend its free time with 

its handler and the handler’s 
family. When a K9 retires, he 
or she usually is adopted by the 
handler.

The event winners include: 
Officer John Killian and 
K9 Officer “Kane” from 
the Grand Prairie PD 
Top Patrol Dog Award 
Top Dog Award 
Officer Nathaniel Anderson and 
“Duco” from the Southlake PD 
Top Narcotics Dog Award 
Hardest Hitting Dog Award 
Officer Barry Sullivan 
and K9 Officer “Indy” 
from the Trophy Club PD 
Fastest Dog Award.

FETCH: A K9 Officer with the Grand Prairie Police Department competes 
in the Canine Skills and Agility Competition. /Photo by Stacey Doud.


