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A father and son reach out to touch a playful lion during the Lion Dance at Coppell's Kaleidoscope festival. 
/Photo by Charles Dyer.
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Pilot, Jeff Boerboon, waves to the crowd after soaring into the sky at the Alliance Air 
Show. /Photo by Rodeny J. Moore.
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Irving Police Chief Jeff Spivey and volunteers float lanterns in the Mandalay Canal to honor domestic violence victims and survivors. 
/Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

Save the Date!
Dedication of Irving HS Field House 

in honor of Coach Jim Bennett
Sun. Nov. 17 @ 4 p.m.

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

By Sheri Gibbs
Irving—Hosted by the City 

of Irving Family Advocacy Cen-
ter, Illuminate Irving raised 
awareness of domestic violence 
and honored both victims and 
survivors. 

Visitors could walk along 
the Mandalay Canal browsing 
merchant booths as well as 
city and privately run domes-

By India Edwards
Irving—A number of golf 

aficionados attended the grand 
opening ceremony for the Ir-
ving Golf Club, which included 
food, games, live music and 
golf on Saturday, Oct. 19. 

Formerly known as Twin 
Wells Golf Course, the recent-
ly renovated par-71 course sits 
off the West Fork of the Trinity 
River with stunning views of 
the Dallas skyline. With clear 
blue skies and temperatures 
in the mid-80s, the weather 
seemed tailor-made for the 
event.

Originally built in 1988, the 
18-hole golf course was reno-
vated by course architect John 
Colligan. The course, which 
was once the site of a south-
side Irving landfill, has been 
redesigned to provide a chal-
lenging, more modern playing 
experience.

“I think it’s really some-
thing,” Joe Moses, the director 

By Charles Dyer
Coppell—The city of Coppell 

celebrated the community’s 
growing diversity and bud-
ding arts scene with a festival 
called Kaleidoscope in Andrew 
Brown Park East on Saturday, 
Oct. 19. 

The entertainment included 
a number of acts ranging from 
a Dallas Irish dance school to 
a Lion Dance troupe, present-
ed on a concert-grade stage 
flanked by colorful lights. Fam-
ilies came with their dogs and 
their appetites. Around the 
park, half a dozen food trucks 
served a variety of foods, re-
flecting the event’s emphasis 
on cultural diversity.

Kaleidoscope also offered 
several bounce-arounds, hu-
man hamster balls, and a min-
iature slingshot ride, which 
kept hundreds of kids and their 
parents busy.

“This is our celebration of 
arts and cultures in Coppell, 
all the different things we can 
celebrate about our unique 
citizens and all the wonderful, 
diverse things they bring to 

By Caton Berry
Alliance Airport—The Fort 

Worth Alliance Airport pre-
sented the annual Bell Fort 
Worth Alliance Air Show, Oct. 
19-20. In addition to watching 
fantastic aerial stunts, guests 
were able to climb inside mil-
itary planes, participate in a 
‘Top Gun’ themed flight sim-
ulator, and play an interactive 
VR game provided by the U.S. 

Kaleidoscope shows city’s cultures
the community, which makes 
us such a special place to live 
and to visit,” Lilia Gans, Cop-
pell’s Parks and Recreation 
marketing coordinator, said. 
“We celebrate our community 
as a family. We try in all of our 
events to create a comfortable, 

family atmosphere. Everybody 
can meet their neighbors, their 
friends, and make new rela-
tionships.”

Coppell’s special events su-
pervisor Sunday Smith orga-
nized Kaleidoscope, an endeav-
or that began six months ago. 

Smith said Coppell is coming 
into its own, growing in its di-
versity of cultures and the arts. 

“We want to let everyone ex-
perience all these different cul-
tures,” Smith said. “Their art, 
their music, things like that.

“It’s getting to know your 

neighbor. That’s my biggest 
thing when people come out 
here. I want them to connect. 
Connect to us, and connect 
with each other.

“It’s always great to get to 
know the unknown,” Smith 
said. “It gets you out of your 
own little bubble and lets you 
experience the world and 
things you wouldn’t necessarily 
get to experience.

“There are so many rich his-
tories that you get to learn, and 
any time your city gets to grow, 
[multiculturalism] is a big part 
of it.”

Coppell’s arts are growing 
right along with its diversity. 
The Coppell Orchestra had a 
tent at Kaleidoscope where 
people could try playing an 
instrument. The city is in the 
process of constructing its first 

arts center. 
“Coppell is really on the 

precipice of the arts explod-
ing,” Smith said. “Something 
like this is definitely getting 
people excited.”

The festival intrigued people 
from out of town as well. Dee 
and Carolyn enjoyed food truck 
dinners at the festival. 

“Just the word ‘Kaleido-
scope’ sounded great, right?” 
Dee said. 

Carolyn revealed they are 
both artists, but it was not just 
the arts that brought them out. 
The event as a whole fascinated 
them.

“Kaleidoscope, music, food: 
I never expected it to be this 
awesome,” Carolyn said. “This 

Illuminate Irving honors 
domestic violence victims

tic counseling organizations 
during the Oct. 15 event. Art-
work created by local students 
depicted the feelings, emo-
tions, and thoughts about do-
mestic violence occurrences. 

In 2018, 211 people died 
due to domestic violence in 
Texas, representing the high-
est recorded number of do-
mestic violence-related deaths 

in Texas in the last decade. 
The Irving Police Department 
processes over 200 domestic 
violence cases each month. 
Experts estimate more than 60 
percent of domestic violence 
cases go unreported. Illumi-
nate Irving raised awareness 
of domestic violence in the 
community as well as honor-
ing both victims and survivors.  

“The word ‘illuminate’ to me, 
really rings a bell,” Irving 
councilman Oscar Ward said. 
“It helps spread the word to 
those you may know; relatives 
or friends who may be having 
a family dispute of some sort.” 

Laroya Compton shared 
her story of domestic violence 
along with signs to look out for 
and ways to help.

“[Domestic violence] is not 
just something that’s physi-
cal,” Compton said. “It could 
be a number of things. It can be 
mental, emotional, psychologi-
cal. There are so many different 
aspects that go along with do-
mestic violence. 

of Parks and Recreation of the 
city of Irving, said. “Eventually 
I think this could be a hub for 
South Irving and Dallas.” 

Professional golfers from 
across the Metroplex played a 
few friendly, yet competitive 
rounds of golf. Gladys Lee, a 
professional golfer, is a pas-
sionate advocate for women’s 
golf. 

“I wanted to be here, because 
I was here back in the 80s and 
90s,” Lee said. “The club is like 
my home.” She hopes to bring 
women’s golf programs to the 
club and provide an inviting at-
mosphere for those wanting to 
learn the game. 

“Diversity is very important. 
Not only in the workforce, but 
in playing the game,” Lee said.”

Dressed in bright blue, a 
signature color of the club, the 
staff provided a warm welcome 

Irving Golf Club 
officially opens

Alliance Air 
Show thrills

Navy. 
Captain Eric Doyle flew with 

the U.S. Navy Blue Angels, the 
event’s featured flight team. 

“It was airshows like this 
that first got me into flying,” 
Doyle said. “You’ve got the 
F-22s and F-16s. There are so 
many great performers this 
year. Things like this got me 
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Children play with the lion after his dance. /Photo by Charles Dyer.
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Veterans and their families receive newly refurbished cars as a part of American Airlines’ Sky Ball celebration.  /Photo by John Starkey.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Irving-Las Colinas AMBUCS members fill bags with food for students. /Photo by 
John Starkey.

See  SKYBALL
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just reminded me of something 
harmonious. A neighbor thing 
I would expect to see in an En-
glish countryside. It’s not like 

anything I’ve ever seen in the 
DFW area before. I love it.”

The event drew Carolyn’s at-
tention to the city itself. 

“It’s the first time I’ve heard 
of [Kaleidoscope] but I’m going 
to start looking up Coppell,” 
she said.

By Ariel Graham
DFW Airport—Caliber Col-

lision surprised four U.S. vet-
erans and their families with 
newly refurbished cars during 
the Salute to the Heroes Con-
cert, part of American Airlines’ 
Sky Ball celebration, hosted in 
American Airlines Hanger #5 
on Friday, Oct. 4.

Sky Ball is the premier fund-
raising event for one of the 
oldest military support orga-
nizations in the country, the 
Airpower Foundation. Sky 
Ball has allowed the Airpower 
Foundation to contribute to 
funding projects that direct-
ly support the members of all 
branches of our military, vet-
erans and wounded, ill, and 
injured service members and 
their families. 

Caliber Collison’s “Recycled 
Rides” program has been a part 
of Sky Ball for more than five 
years. Over time, the program 
joined forces with the National 
Auto Body Council and several 
insurance providers to obtain 
and refurbish each vehicle 
back to perfect working order. 
Since 2012, Caliber Collison 
has gifted nearly 300 vehicles 
to veterans, active duty service 
members and others in need of 
reliable transportation.  

“We believe in supporting 
our military, both veterans 
as well as our current service 
members, first responders, and 
children in need,” Matt Hil-
dreth, director of community 
relations and military affairs 
for Caliber Collision, said. “I 
personally believe that Amer-
ica has a short memory, and 
these wars are largely over, so 
raising money for the nonprof-
it military organizations is get-
ting harder and harder. 

“I think it is absolutely im-
perative that corporate Ameri-
ca never forgets what our men 
and women have done. We 
have programs like this, so 
we don’t forget, and we sup-
port those that have gone and 
fought and have protected our 
country. Recycled Rides is just 
one of the many ways we can 

By Ariel Graham
Irving—The Irving-Las Co-

linas AMBUCS helped pack 
meals for Irving ISD students 
in need at Bowie Middle School 
on Tuesday, Oct. 15.

The Food for Thought Pro-
gram, sponsored by the Irving 
Schools Foundation (ISF), is a 
weekly program that prepares 
sacks of meals for students who 
do not have regular access to 
food over the weekend. On av-
erage, ISF and their volunteers 
prepare around 1,000 sacks ev-

AMBUCS helps pack meals with ISF’s program
ery week.

“We have two campuses we 
do this at: Bowie Middle School 
and Travis Middle School,” 
Sarah Jeter, program manag-
er for ISF, said. “We pack bags 
each week for children in our 
district who struggle with food. 
The number of bags each week 
is put in by the counselors from 
each campus, and then we pack 
the bags, and the counselors 
pick up those bags and take 
them back to their campus. 
They are then delivered to the 

children. A typical weekend 
bag contains seven meals, but 
we also provide food bags for 
holidays as well.

“This program feeds kids 
across the district,” she said. 
“We have 37 campuses total 
that are pre-K through high 
school. Each counselor and 
principal has access to the doc-
ument where we keep track of 
how many bags they need for 
their campus.”

Veterans surprised with 
recycled rides at Sky Ball

provide reliable transportation 
to veterans and service mem-
bers in need.”

Traditionally, Skyball has 
awarded these recycled rides to 
three families. However, due to 
popular demand, this year they 
increased the number of recip-
ients to four.

“There are so many veterans 
and current service members 
that are in need of reliable 
transportation,” Hildreth said. 
“Increasing by one isn’t a strain 
on our system, but I’ll tell you 
what, there’s a family here that 
is energized. They really feel 
excited about what they’ve seen 
and what they’ve witnessed 
and what they’ve got tonight.”

This year’s recipients were 
Petty Officer Brandon Peders-
en, Petty Officer Kevin Reyes, 
Petty Officer Leon Hall and 
Airman Jesus Salcido. Each 
veteran received a newly-refur-
bished vehicle filled with gifts 
for their families.

Petty Officer Hall and his 
family received a refurbished 
2016 Honda Civic. When Hall 

and his wife stepped in to care 
for a family member’s child, 
they were soon overwhelmed 
by court and legal fees, speech 
therapy and day care. The Hall 
family could not afford to re-
place the engine on their previ-
ous failing car and were with-
out a vehicle until Recycled 
Rides stepped in. 

Hall was shocked when he 
found out he would be receiv-
ing an automobile.

“I had no earthly clue [I was 
getting a car],” Hall said. “It 
was a total surprise. I didn’t 
know anything about it. We’re 
running back and forth all the 
time between speech therapy, 
school events, sports events, 
and all the stuff my son is in. 
It’ll be a great help in going 
back and forth to work and tak-
ing my son where he needs to 
go and where we need to go.”

Caliber Collision’s Matt Hil-
dreth said programs like Re-
cycled Rides are invaluable to 
helping U.S. veterans get back 

Washington D.C.—The 
U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation’s (USDOT) National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) recently 
released highway crash fatality 
data for 2018, showing a 2.4 
percent decline in overall fa-
talities, the second consecutive 
year of reduced crash fatalities. 
Under this Administration and 
secretary Chao’s leadership, 
the USDOT has focused on 
safety as its top priority. 

“This is encouraging news, 
but still far too many perished 
or were injured, and nearly 
all crashes are preventable, so 
much more work remains to be 
done to make America’s roads 
safer for everyone,” Elaine L. 
Chao, transportation secretary, 
said.  

The data, compiled by NHT-
SA’s Fatality Analysis Report-
ing System (FARS), show high-
way fatalities decreased in 2018 
with 913 fewer fatalities, down 
to 36,560 people from 37,473 
people in 2017. The fatality rate 
per 100 million vehicle miles 
traveled also decreased by 3.4 
percent (from 1.17 in 2017 to 
1.13 in 2018), the lowest fatality 
rate since 2014.

Other findings from the 2018 
FARS data include:

Fatalities among children 
(14 and younger) declined 10.3 
percent; 

Alcohol-impaired-driving 
fatalities declined 3.6 percent; 

Speeding-related fatalities 

Department of Transportation 
shares decreases in fatalities 

declined 5.7 percent; and 
Motorcyclist fatalities de-

clined 4.7 percent.
“New vehicles are safer than 

older ones and when crashes 
occur, more new vehicles are 
equipped with advanced tech-
nologies that prevent or reduce 
the severity of crashes,” James 
Owens, NHTSA acting admin-
istrator, said. “NHTSA has 
spent recent years partnering 
with state and local govern-
ments and safety advocates to 
urge the public to never drive 
impaired or distracted, to avoid 
excessive speed, and to always 
buckle up.”   

In addition to the 2018 num-
bers, NHTSA also released ini-
tial estimates for the first half 
of 2019, which suggest this 
overall positive trend may be 
continuing.  

The estimated number of 
fatalities in the first-half of 
2019 declined by 3.4 percent 
from the same period in 2018, 
with 589 fewer fatalities over 
that time. That translates into 
an estimated first-half 2019 
fatality rate of 1.06, the low-

est first-half level since 2015. 
The estimates for the second 
quarter of 2019 represent the 
seventh-consecutive year-over-
year quarterly decline in fatali-
ties, starting in the last quarter 
of 2017.

NHTSA is identifying op-
portunities to leverage its re-
sources and collaborate with 
modal partners within USDOT 
to reduce fatalities among pe-
destrians and pedalcyclists 
(bicyclists and riders of two-
wheel, nonmotorized vehicles, 
tricycles, and unicycles pow-
ered solely by pedals), among 
whom 2018 fatalities unfortu-
nately increased by 3.4 percent 
(to 6,283) and 6.3 percent (to 
857), respectively. According 
to the FARS data:

Pedestrian fatalities oc-
curred overwhelmingly after 
dark (76 percent) when many 
pedestrians had some alcohol 
in their systems (38 percent), 
and were not at intersections 
(74 percent), i.e. crossing in the 
middle of a street or road. 

See  DECREASE IN FATALITIES
Page 8
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TIP-A-COP: The Irving Police Department hosted its last Tip-A-Cop for the 
year at Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen on Friday, Oct. 18. All proceeds from the event 
benefit Texas Special Olympics. So far for 2019, the Irving Police Department has 
raised $49,400 for the organization. /Photos by Rodney J. Moore.

Libby
It can be tough being this lovely. So many people are intrigued 
by my almost glowing eyes that it can sometimes be intimidating. 
You'll usually find me toward the back of my cage because I am a 
bit discerning about people. Once I have a moment to relax a bit, 
however, I am all yours if you give me some head scratches. That's 
my favorite. I'm still a young girl but I mostly want to chill most of 
the time. I think if you give me a chance, you'll find that I can be a 
curious, trusting, relaxed companion.

Theo
Are you looking for someone that will be the life 
of the party? Well, your search ends here! I'm 
Theo, and I'm here to tell you that I have got it 
all. I'm stunning, suave, and smart. I can sit, lay 
down, and shake hands. I'm still a puppy so I am 
an active, playful guy that loves to spend time 
running and playing with toys. As an extrovert, 
I'm always ready to meet new people and fur kids. 
I'm basically everyone's best friend but I'm totally 
ready to settle down with you!

A SPECIAL LOOK: Herb Baker (left) helps a student try on NASA gear after his 
presentation. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

By Stacey Doud
Arlington—Retired NASA 

employee Herb Baker recently 
presented a talk at Universi-
ty of Texas at Arlington about 
his 42-year career at the space 
agency. Most of his work was 
performed at Johnson Space 
Center (JSC) in Houston, 
but during his career he also 
worked at the Kennedy Space 
Center in Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, and NASA Headquar-
ters in Washington, DC.

Baker holds a business de-
gree, not one in engineering. 

“I can assure you that you 
don’t need an engineering de-
gree to work for NASA. They’re 
always looking for good peo-
ple from a variety of fields,” he 
said. 

Baker followed in the foot-
steps of his mother, who also 
had a long career at NASA. 

“My first involvement with 
NASA was as a high school stu-
dent working for the TV net-
works covering the early Apol-
lo mission doing mostly ‘grunt 
work,’” he said. “During those 
missions, my main job was to 
take reels of film and drive them 
up to Houston’s Intercontinen-
tal Airport from the Johnson 
Space Center campus twice ev-
ery day, which is about an hour 
drive each way. Of course, this 
was a time before the Internet, 
so this was the only way to get 
things done. From the Hous-
ton airport, the film was sent 
to New York City, so it could be 
used for the evening news.” 

Basically, Baker was a ‘Jack 
of All Trades’ during his 42 
years at NASA. He worked as 
support on almost every flight 
from the first Space Shut-
tle flight to the International 
Space Station to the Orion 
project, which is NASA’s hope 
to get men to Mars by 2030, to 

Coppell—The Coppell High 
School swim team sent 45 del-
egates to compete in Dragon 
Hunt at the Carroll Natatorium 
in Southlake on Oct. 12. 

With a mix of JV, Varsity 
B, and Varsity A swimmers 
and almost half of the team 
at home, CHS did not stand 
a chance against powerhouse 
teams such as Carroll and 
Mansfield. However, the team 
proved race-ready with several 
of best times recorded. 

The swim of the day went to 
sophomore Nathan Lim with 
a breakout in the 100 breast-
stroke. His time of 1:07.7” cut 
a whooping three full seconds 
off his previous best. With this 
time, Lim pulverized the TI-
SCA time standard and earned 
immediate promotion to the 
CHS Varsity A group. He also 
recorded lots of improvement 
in the 50 breast with a time 
of 30.4” (relay split), which 
makes him a possible candi-

Pooch Fest
October 26, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
It’s a great time for dogs to socialize 
at Irving’s Heritage Senior Center. 
Check out pet vendors and see the 
latest products for pooches. Oh, and 
pooches, you’re welcome to bring your 
human along too. 

Treats on the Trails
October 26, 2 – 4 p.m.
It’s that time of year to think about 
creepy crawlies, spectacular spooks 
and things that go bump in the night. 
Coppell’s Biodiversity Education 
Center is excited to offer a special 
Halloween treat; Trick-or-Treat on 
the Trails. Walk the trail and meet 
the critters found in Coppell Nature 
Park. Remember to dress up in your 
costume and to bring your goody bag. 
No registration required. 

Irving Heritage Society
October 27, 2:30 p.m.
“Get Your Kicks Around 356” will be 
the theme of the Irving Heritage So-
ciety program at 222 East Irving Blvd. 
Following a brief business meeting, 

guests will learn about all of the his-
torical markers throughout the City 
of Irving. Local history panelists will 
share details of the various markers. A 
gallery walk of images of the markers 
will be set up to view. The public is 
invited to attend this free program and 
refreshments will be served.

Campion Trail Connection 
Dedication Ceremony 
October 29, 9:30 a.m.
Join the City of Irving, City of Coppell 
and Dallas County for the Campion 
Trail Connection Dedication Cere-
mony.
The ceremony will celebrate the 
completion of the Campion Trail 
MacArthur Extension that connects 
Irving’s Campion Trail with the City of 
Coppell’s Trail System. The dedication 
ceremony will be held at 11050 N. 
MacArthur Blvd., Irving.
Parking is available at 820 S. MacAr-
thur Blvd. in Coppell. Complimentary 
shuttles will take guests to and from 
the event. 
The event will include light refresh-
ments and trail tours. 

CHS swim team moves forward at Dragon Hunt
date for a spot on the record 
breaking 200 medley relay. 
Lim’s 1:05” in the 100 butterfly 
was a tremendous time drop as 
well.

The King’s event, the 100 
freestyle, gave several Cowboys 
an opportunity to shine. Neil 
Upreti raced to a best time of 
54.1”, which falls within the 
TISCA time standard. Sopho-
mores Scott Moyer and Ansh 
Deshmukh came very close 
with best times of 55.4” and 
55.5”, respectively. Upreti and 
Moyer snagged best times in 
half the distance as well with 
times of 24.6” and 25.2”. 

Kensei Kojima, a brand new 
Cowboy with minimal swim 
experience, is swimming to 
the forefront of Varsity B with 
times of 58.9” and 25.5” (relay 
split) in the same events. Ethan 
Tong, a recent Varsity move-
up, continued his path of rap-
id progress with another best 
time in the 100 in 58.8”. 

Freshman William Li im-
pressed with best times in the 
200 individual medley (2:15”) 
and 100 butterfly (1:02.0”), 
while rookie Daniel Beltran 
showed promise in the back-

stroke (32” and 1:10”). Junior 
Ivan Lau had a strong showing 
in all his events with surprise 
swims in the 100 breaststroke 
(1:07.6”) and 100 butterfly 
(57.6”), both generous time 

drops. He was also the fastest 
Cowboy in the sprint freestyle 
with relay split of 23.4” and 
50.5”, which are solid times for 
this part of the season. 

Senior Ben Borchgardt con-
tinues to get better with two 
more best times--this time in 
the 100 backstroke (59.5”) and 
100 butterfly (59.0”), which 
just about complete his trans-
formation from mid-distance 
freestyler to versatile sprinter. 

After breaking the min-
ute-barrier in the 100 free not 
long ago, Anamarija Radicic 
now dipped under 59 for the 
first time and stopped the clock 
at 58.9” with this, team captain 
Radicic, a senior, made her 

intentions clear as to finish-
ing her high school swimming 
career in style. Sophomore 
Claire McCoppin is keeping us 
in suspense in the same event 
with another close call by just 
missing the minute mark with 
a time of 1:00.8”. 

Freshman Yuna Otsuki had 
a breakout swim in the 100 fly 
with a best time of 1:06”, which 
met the qualification standard 
for TISCA next month. She 
raced to another best time in 
the 100 backstroke in 1:08”, 
just ahead of sophomore Bella 
Malick who touched in 1:09”. 
Both Cowgirls stayed within 
the TISCA time standard. 

SOURCE Coppell High School

Retired NASA veteran shares stories 
about his years at the agency

attempts to develop commer-
cial space flight. 

He spoke about several su-
perstitions the astronauts and 
cosmonauts have developed 
over time. 

“Believe it or not, those cos-
monauts are urinating on the 
bus tires,” Baker said. “They do 
this because Cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin did this before his first 
flight, which was successful, 
and so they consider it good 
luck.”

Another popular ritual is for 
the astronauts to eat steak and 
scrambled eggs for breakfast 
on the morning of their sched-
uled flight. 

While it may seem silly to 
some, NASA respects crew su-
perstitions so much that when 
STS-13 (Space Transportation 
System, the way NASA used 
to identify shuttle flights) was 
the next number in order, they 
changed the name to STS-41C. 
However, the crew decided 
that they did not want super-
stition to rule their thinking, so 
they made their own patch that 
read STS-13 on a black cat with 
a space shuttle flying under the 
cat, which was completely dif-
ferent from the official flight 

patch.
Baker also recalled that em-

ployees on the JSC campus 
were invited to taste test astro-
naut food. He was given some 
space guacamole and was 
asked to rate it from one to five 
on a variety of aspects, such as 
taste and texture.

“I never pass up guacamo-
le at restaurants,” Baker said. 
“But this guacamole tasted ter-
rible.”

He went back a couple of 
weeks later and saw a new ver-
sion of guacamole was being 
tested. Again, he found it less 

than satisfactory. After one 
more go around, he said, “If 
you served it to me now, I’d 
say it’s okay. It’s tolerable. But 
when I came back a week later, 
it had been taken off the menu 
altogether. Do you know how 
hard it is to keep guacamole 
fresh? It kept turning brown 
quickly, as avocadoes generally 
do.”

Baker brought a mock-up of 
a space suit and watched stu-
dents try it on.

“I can’t believe how thick 
these gloves are,” one student 
said. “The rest of the suit is not 
so heavy, but I know it’s not 
technically a real suit.”

Baker was at UT-Arlington 
by invitation of the North Tex-
as branch of the American In-
stitute of Aeronautics and As-
tronautics, Inc., which works 
with students as well as profes-
sionals.

Recently retired, Baker 
spends his time giving talks 
around the country, giving 
tours of Space Center Houston 
and performing with the Clear 
Creek Community Theater in 
Nassau Bay, Texas.

Cops serve meals



Page 4 October 26, 2019     www.RamblerNewspapers.com

Mayor Rick Stopfer (right) and other officials cut the ribbon on the Irving Golf Club. /
Photo by India Edwards.

IRVING GOLF CLUB
Continued from Page 1

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Paula Marks Sept. 2, 1959 – Oct. 15, 2019
Rachel McAdams Aug. 20, 1923 – Oct. 18, 2019
Ruth Ann Wood July 16, 1933 – Oct. 13, 2019

Emma Ruth “Boosh” Brown Nov. 11, 1924 – Oct. 19, 2019 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Charles Edward Turnbo  Aug. 30, 1955 – Oct. 16, 2019
Blanca “Blanche” Cantú Oct. 17, 1953 – Oct. 16, 2019

Francis Villadarez Villanueva  Oct. 10, 2019 – Oct. 16, 2019
Tommy Wood March 1, 1948 – Oct. 16, 2019

Mani Kanta Bagchi  Nov. 3, 1932 – Oct. 19, 2019
Sally Stotts Brumley  Dec. 5, 1938 – Oct. 20, 2019
Maurice Lee Bauer  July 3, 1927 – Oct. 19, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES

Place your loved ones' obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers
Call (972) 870-1992 

Golfers practice their form at the new driving range in the Irving Golf Club.  /Photo by 
India Edwards.

Frank Arras Sr., 83, passed 
away on Wednesday, October 
16, 2019, surrounded by the 
love of his family at his home in 
Flower Mound, Texas. Frank 
was born on November 29, 
1935 to David and Maria Elena 
Arras in El Paso, Texas. He was 
the third of his family’s four 
children. Frank graduated from 
Cathedral High School in 1953, 
and remained life-long friends 
with his classmates. He was 
a talented basketball player, 
spending time on a semi-pro-
fessional team in El Paso. After 
attending UTEP, he served in 
the Army’s 3rd Armored Di-
vision as a tank commander. 
After his time in the Army, he 
returned to El Paso and met his 
future wife, Juliet, on a blind 
date. Frank and Juliet quickly 
fell in love and married on No-
vember 30, 1957. They moved 
to Irving, Texas in 1963 where 
they lived for thirty-eight years, 
creating a loving and support-
ive home to raise their five 
children. Frank worked as a 
field engineer for Sweda Inter-
national for 30+ years. After 
retiring, he held the esteemed 
positions of sideline coach 

With profound sadness we 
announce the passing of Joan 
Lyckberg Romain, a loving and 
devoted daughter, mother, sis-
ter and friend.  She left us on 
October 2nd, 2019 while sleep-
ing peacefully in San Antonio, 
Texas after a year and a half 
long battle with cancer.  She 
had recently celebrated her 78th 
birthday.

Joan was born on August 12, 
1941 in Independence, Missou-
ri, from Swedish and German 
heritage. She was proud of her 
European background and was 
a tall and striking blue eyed 
blonde beauty.  After gradu-
ating college, Joan moved to 
Irving and resided there for 56 
years.

She was the beloved moth-
er of Pam Jacobs Roberts 
of San Antonio and Aimee 
Romain Langston of Dallas; 
proud grandmother of Rich-
ard Edgett, Ryan Edgett, Jacob 
Edgett, and Dane Langston.  
Joan was preceded in death 
by her parents, Berndt K. Ly-
ckberg and Marilyn Lyckberg 
Barbour.  She was the eldest 
sister and is survived by Betty 
Hughes, Barbara Sidorowicz, 

and Deborah Pierce.  
Joan lived a full life as a 

wonderful working mother, 
often sacrificing to provide for 
her daughters.  She graduated 
from Baton Rouge High School 
and attended college at the 
University of Oklahoma.  She 
was an active member of Phi 
Mu Sorority and majored in 
Interior Design.  In the 1970’s, 
she managed her own success-
ful interior design business.  
Joan began working for the 
U.S. Census Bureau in 2000 
and retired in 2018. 

Joan loved to cook, was an 
excellent artist, seamstress, 
and enjoyed dancing with the 
ladies at the Irving Heritage 
Senior Center.  Most of all she 
loved her family and instilled 
in her daughter’s strong val-
ues that have served them 
well. She will be dearly missed 
and forever in our hearts.

A celebration of Joan’s life 
will be held at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 606 West 
Airport Fwy, Irving, Texas on 
Saturday, October 26, begin-
ning at 3:30pm.   

During her time with the 
U.S. Census Bureau, Joan 
conducted many surveys at 
the Union Gospel Mission in 
Dallas.  She grew close to the 
wonderful people there and it 
became an organization close 
to her heart.  In lieu of flowers, 
it would be greatly appreciated 
if memorial contributions were 
made to the Union Gospel Mis-
sion in her honor.

Online condolences may 
be expressed through don-
nellyscolonial.com/obituary/
joan-romain

and grandfather for his eleven 
grandchildren. Throughout his 
life, Frank was passionate and 
dedicated to his faith and fam-
ily. He was a kind, supportive, 
and personable man that made 
friends easily and stood up for 
what he believed in. He will 
continue to inspire his fami-
ly to trust in their faith, enjoy 
time with family and friends, 
and challenge themselves both 
professionally and personally. 
Frank was preceded in death 
by his wife of 61 years, Juliet 
Vega Arras; his parents; and 
siblings, Esther Romero and 
Anthony Arras. He is survived 
by his children, Frank Arras Jr. 
and his wife, Judy, Oscar Arras 
and his wife, Patricia, Michael 
Arras and his wife, Julie, Juli-
anne Ganton and her husband, 
Christopher, and Kristine Ar-
ras and her husband, Gabriel 
DeLeon; grandchildren, Con-
nor, Trevor, Hannah, Garrett, 
Callie Anne, Madeleine, McK-
enna, Annalise, Margo, Harry 
and Andrew; great-grandchild, 
Callan; and brother, David Ar-
ras Jr. A visitation will be from 
9:30AM – 10AM and Funeral 
Mass immediately following 
on Friday, October 25, 2019 at 
St. Luke’s Catholic Church, 202 
South MacArthur Blvd. Irving, 
TX 75060.  In lieu of flowers, 
please send donations in mem-
ory of Frank Arras to francis-
cancharitiesinc.org .The family 
wishes to extend their deepest 
gratitude to all his caregivers 
for their patience, kindness, 
and support during his final 
year.

FRANK ARRAS SR., 83

JOAN LYCKBERG ROMAIN, 78

LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE 
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION 
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE 
LICENSE, A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE 
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE STORE TASTING 
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A 
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE #896) 
LOCATED AT 2225 W INTERSTATE 20, GRAND 
PRAIRIE, TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 75052. 
OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN 
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. 
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. 
LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE 
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION 
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE 
LICENSE, A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE 
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE STORE TASTING 
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A 
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE #2649) 
LOCATED AT 1635 MARKET PLACE BLVD., 
IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 75063. 
OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN 
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. 
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. 
LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the 
City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, November 14, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC19-
0041: 2308 W. Pioneer Drive, approximately 1.165 acres. American 
786, LLC, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan from Residential Neighborhood to Neighborhood 
Commercial uses and a zoning change from S-P (Site Plan) district for 
Retail and Multifamily uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for C-N 
(Neighborhood Commercial) uses to develop the property with retail and 
office uses.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0072: 5101 N. O’Connor Blvd., approximately 
5.251 acres. Las Colinas TH2, LLC, owner. Type-Six Development, 
applicant.  The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) district for FWY (Freeway) and Retail uses to 
S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for C-O (Commercial Office), Hotel 
and related uses to allow the development of a 10-story, 248-room hotel 
including a 3-story garage, a 9-story, 225 room hotel including a 3-story 
garage and a 4-story office building with an exception to the required 
parking.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0074: East side of North Lake Road and Canoe 
Drive, approximately 2.02 acres.  GRBK Edgewood, LLC, owner. Kimley-
Horn & Associates, applicant.  The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change from R-40 (Single Family) district uses to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) district for R-6 (Single Family) uses for modifications to the 
R-6 zoning district requirements.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0081: 660 Walnut Ridge Drive, approximately 
0.98 acres.  Pinky Properties, LP, owner. Glenn Engineering, applicant.  
The applicant is requesting a zoning change from PUD (Planned Unit 
Development) for S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for R-AB (Restaurant 
with the Attendant Accessory Use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages 
for On-Premises Consumption) and C-C (Community Commercial) 
uses, to PUD (Planned Unit Development) district for C-C (Community 
Commercial) uses, to repeal the S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for 
R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of the Sale of 
Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) use.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response 
for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & 
Community Development Dept. at the address listed above during 
normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the 
Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when 
requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing 
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City 
Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE TEXAS 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION FOR A 
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, 
A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE PERMIT AND 
A PACKAGE STORE TASTING PERMIT BY 
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A QUALITY 
LICENSING CORP. (STORE #880) LOCATED AT 
4100 W AIRPORT FWY, IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, 
TEXAS 75062. OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY ARE 
JOHN SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. 
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. 
LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

Leslie Bradley Toland, age 
87, passed on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 22, 2019. Leslie was 
born on February 9, 1932 in 
Kilgore, Texas to Laban Bra-
zilton Toland and Virginia 
Elizabeth (Brandon) Toland. 
Leslie, affectionately known 
to his friends as “Les,” to his 
family as “Bradley” or “Papa 
T” to others, was a quiet, soft 
spoken family man who pos-
sessed a wonderful dry sense of 
humor. He was recognized as a 
gentle giant and had a presence 
that was not soon forgotten by 
those around him. He had a big 
heart to match his stature and 
a contagious smile that would 
light up a room. He adored his 
wife, Jere Dee, of fifty years and 
has now been forever  reunited 
with her. We are sure she is 
talking his ear off and catching 
up. He was not quick to speak 
but when he did, what he said 
was worth hearing. Les was a 
Patriot and served his country 
in the United States Navy. He 

was proud of his service in the 
Korean war aboard the USS 
Thompson in the Pacific The-
ater. Les was very involved in 
the community as a coach for 
the “Purple Sluggers,” and as 
a board member and presi-
dent of the Irving Girls Softball 
league. Les is preceded in death 
by his parents L.B. and Virginia 
Toland; wife Jere Dee Toland; 
sister Jackie Ballew. Left to 
cherish his memory are daugh-
ters Terre Taylor and husband 
Steve, Leslie Rogge and hus-
band Bob, Libby Delgado and 
husband Steve; son Bill Toland 
and wife Lauri; grandchildren 
Jennifer Pearson, Sarah Brock, 
Tara Campbell, Bradley To-
land, Laura Korenek, Robert 
Rogge, Sharon Cuellar, Kath-
ryn Rogge, Matthew Anderson, 
Steve Delgado III, ten great 
grandchildren; as well as nu-
merous other extended family 
and loving friends. The family 
will receive friends from 6:00 
pm until 8:00 pm on Tuesday, 
October 29, 2019 at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 707 
North MacArthur Blvd., Irving, 
TX 75061. A graveside ser-
vice will be held at 12:30 pm, 
Wednesday, October 30, 2019 
at Dallas Fort Worth Nation-
al Cemetery, 2000 Mountain 
Creek Parkway, Dallas, TX 
75211. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests memorial do-
nations to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation. <a href=”https://alz.
org/” target=”_blank”>Click 
Here to Donate</a>.

LESLIE BRADLEY TOLAND,  87

to the players and spectators.
“It was just a beautiful day 

today,” Aimee Cowley of Irving 
said. “I’m really excited about 

possibly getting a membership 
here. The staff is great. It’s just 
wonderful.

“There are a lot of courses 

around the city of Dallas that 
aren’t so accommodating with 
the staff and the niceness. I’m 
very happy with this and the 
view is fantastic.”  

The event concluded with 
the ceremonial ribbon cutting. 

“I think it’s fantastic,” Moses 
said. “It’ll be a social spot for the 
community of Irving, a place 
where people can get together, 
not only to enjoy golf, but they 
can socialize with their friends 
and have functions here.” 
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was Marquette University basketball coach 
and beloved national basketball commentator 
Al McGuire who made the following sage 
observation: "The world is run by C students."

* There were no armadillos in Texas until the 
1840s.

* Many people think that adding cream to coffee 
makes it colder, but that's only partially correct. 
As it turns out, after cooling the coffee a little bit, 
the cream forms a layer of fat molecules across 
the surface, insulating the coffee and keeping it 
warmer longer.

* Those who study such things say that only 
about half the French-speaking people in the 
world actually live in France. 

* After the Civil War, Varina Davis -- widow of Jefferson Davis, 
president of the Confederacy -- and Julia Grant -- widow of Ulysses 
S. Grant, famed Union general and later president of the United 
States -- ended up living near each other. According to historians, 
they became very close friends. 

* On average, twins arrive 24 days earlier than babies from single 
births.

* It's been claimed that it was customary in Austria at one time for 
women to wear small dogs draped about their shoulders for warmth.

* You might be surprised to learn that the hula hoop was banned in 
some Indonesian cities. Why, you might ask? According to officials, 
the toy "awakens sensuality."

* In China, it is traditional for men do the knitting. 

* According to anthropologists, if you'd never worn shoes, there 
would be a larger gap between your big toe and the rest of your toes.
***
Thought for the Day: "Four be the things I am wiser to know: 
idleness, sorrow, a friend and a foe. Four be the things I'd be better 
without: love, curiosity, freckles and doubt." -- Dorothy Parker

1. LITERATURE: What was the name of the 
broomstick that Harry Potter received as a gift in 
"Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone"?
2. MEDICAL: Which disease was once known as 

the Great White Plague because of the pale appearance of the patients?
3. BIBLE: Which biblical city was ruled by Nebuchadnezzar?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president was assassinated less than four 
months after taking office?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of India?
6. COMICS: In what century did the adventures of Buck Rogers take place?
7. GAMES: What is the name of the curved wicker basket used to throw 
and catch balls in jai alai?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What were the Galapagos Islands named 
after?
9. ADVERTISING SLOGANS: Which company once used the ad slogan, 
"You deserve a break today"?
10. ANATOMY: What is a common name for the pollex in human 
anatomy?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Nimbus 2000
2. Tuberculosis
3. Babylon
4. James Garfield
5. New Delhi 
6. 25th
7. Cesta
8. The tortoises found there. 
9. McDonald's
10. Thumb
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SKYBALL 
Continued from Page 2

A child discovers games and toys inside of his family's new car. /Photo by John 
Starkey.

Alex Hagris speaks about the new Coppell Arts Center's features. /Photo by Ariel 
Graham.

By Ariel Graham
Coppell—A “sneak peek” 

preview event for the Coppell 
Arts Center, which is under 
construction, was hosted at 
Hart Hall in Old Town Coppell 
on Wednesday, Oct. 16. 

“We’re going to showcase 
our vision of what this art 
center is going to be for the 
community of Coppell and 
the residents of North Texas,” 
Ginene Delcioppo, marketing 
and ticketing supervisor for the 
Coppell Arts Center, said. “We 
want everyone to realize local 

to living their normal lives and 
that more corporations like 
Caliber should be stepping up 
and helping veterans.

“The VA is way overloaded, 
and no president has ever had 
a plan for our returning men 
and women,” Hildreth said. 

EMPLOYMENT

TaxAct, Inc. seeks a Product Manager (computer systems 
analyst) for its Irving, TX facility who will be responsible 
for tech product creation including acting as liaison 
between product team and software engineering team. 
Qualified applicants mail resume (no calls / emails) to attn: 
HR, 6333 State Highway 161, Ste. 400, Irving, TX 75038.

Crowd Software Consulting, LLC seeks Master + 2yrs/
Bachelor’s +5 yrs exp./equiv.: Business Analyst (CBA19): Java/
J2EE, Mongo DB, Shell Scripting, Jira, Jenkins, Spring. Mail resume 
with job ID # to HR: 1200 W Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 3100, Irving, TX 
75038. Unanticipated work site locations throughout U.S. Foreign equiv. 
accepted.

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

“Roosevelt was probably the 
closest, but nobody since. It is 
imperative the private sector 
step up, honor these men and 
women, and look out for these 
men and women, and provide 
for these men and women.”

A veteran and his family is all smiles after receiving a newly refurbished car. 
/Photo by John Starkey.

Coppell Arts Center hosts sneak peek event

entertainment and profession-
al world class entertainment 
can be affordable, nearby and 
diverse.”

Construction on the build-
ing began in 2017 when the 
Coppell City Council approved 
an architectural service agree-
ment with Corgan. The center 
held its topping out event in 
August and is expected to be 
completed on schedule.

“There’s the old arts center 
that used to be a firehouse, and 
that has been going strong for 
years,” Delcioppo said. “But 

the city wanted to elevate their 
awareness of the arts for the 
community. They proposed 
this back in 2017, and they 
started the ball rolling from 
there. Now it’s actually hap-
pening, and the resident artists 
of Coppell will do all their per-
formances in this brand new 
arts center.”

The 30,000 square foot 
building will offer a number 
of different spaces for perfor-
mances, meetings, and other 
events. Venues will include an 
outdoor garden and plaza, a 
gallery lobby, two performance 
stages (one 440-seat main hall 
and a smaller 196-seat ‘black 
box’ theater) a reception hall 
and a studio classroom. Cop-
pell Arts Center managing 
director Alex Hargis said the 
city wanted to design a center 
that could host any number of 
performances from recitals to 
large-scale concerts.

“The mission of the center is 
to be a gathering place,” Hargis 
said. “Whether it’s for arts or 

for wine pairing, it doesn’t mat-
ter. [This is a place] for them 
to come together and for us to 
honor local artists. There are 
so many artists and creatives 
here in Coppell. These are your 
neighbors living amongst you, 
and they are brilliant.

“This is not just an upgraded 
cultural facility for the local art 
groups. It will be run more like 
a commercial venue, like the 
AT&T Performing Arts Center. 
We will bring shows from out 
of town, national, internation-
al, as well as nightlife enter-
tainment, like dueling pianos 
and a cabaret jazz lounge. And 
lastly, we will celebrate the di-
verse communities that make 
up North Texas. Everyone de-
serves their place at the table 
to share their culture to have a 
platform, and we are hoping it 
can happen within our walls.”

Delcioppo is excited for the 
residents of Coppell to have 
this state-of-the-art perfor-
mance venue, and the top-tier 
entertainment that will come 

with it.
“It opens the door for the 

City of Coppell to have their 
own venue to showcase their 
local artists and bring in new 
entertainment, so they don’t 
have to drive out of the city to 
see world class entertainment 
at an art center [in Dallas or 
Fort Worth],” Delcioppo said. 
“I hope to see it busy every day 
of the week, and everyone en-

joying themselves, coming out 
to just look at the space. I want 
everyone to have a place they 
can come to, and if they have a 
big old family reunion, they can 
do it in our reception hall. It’s 
open to all.”

The Coppell Arts Center is 
expected to open in May of 
2020.

A 3-D diorama of the Coppell Arts Center was on display during the sneak peek.  /Photo 
by Ariel Graham.

Irving—Most Hispanic Her-
itage Month celebrations in-
clude the bold colors of papel 
picado, rice-based dishes and 
the whirl of folkórico skirts. 
But Nimitz High School senior 
Imanol Cornejo set out to share 
a different part of the culture 
with his school. 

The clash of percussion and 
trill of the saxophone reverber-
ated throughout the cafeteria 
as Imanol and other members 
of Fuerzza Norteña performed 
at the Nimitz Hispanic Her-
itage Month Celebration on 
Thursday evening, Oct. 10. 

“When you think of Mexican 
music, you think of mariachi,” 
Imanol said. “You don’t real-
ly think of norteño. But this is 
such a fun style of music. I love 
it, and it’s really cool to get the 
opportunity to share that with 
my school. I’m not sure Nim-
itz has ever had a conjunto 
norteño perform here before.”

Formed in July, Fuerzza 
Norteña is a band comprised 
of six members ranging in age 
from 11 to 38 years old. The 
lively, polkalike folk music is 
characterized by the sounds 
of the accordion, guitar and 
saxophone. Fuerzza Norteña’s 
repertoire includes huapangos, 
norteños and cumbias. 

“Norteño is a little more hop-
py; it makes you move,” Imanol 
said. “A lot of the songs are love 
songs. Huapangos and cum-
bias are just dancing. We have 
our list of songs and depending 
on the mood of the people we’ll 
play a certain list.”

The group practices at least 
once a week for two to three 
hours a night with gigs on the 
weekends. They perform at 
quinceañeras and weddings on 
Saturdays and church festivals 
on Sundays. 

“Of course it’s fun,” Imanol 
said. “Making the day special 
for someone is what makes me 
happy. You don’t always get to 
give the type of present that re-
ally impacts someone. The type 

Nimitz student 
shares culture 
through music

of music that we play [helps 
set the tone] for a party. That 
means a lot. 

“Usually after the event 
people are like, ‘thank you so 
much.’ It’s a great feeling get-
ting thanked for something you 
love.”

Imanol plays the alto sax in 
the band, but the instrument is 
only one of five he knows. He 
can also play the trombone, 
euphonium, tuba and bass 
sax, having taught himself by 
playing along with the Mexican 
music his family listens to and 
watching YouTube. 

SOURCE Irving ISD
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PARTNERSHIP: HMS, Texas Workforce Commission and Richland College work together to educate tomorrow's healthcare 
workers. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

AIR SHOW
Continued from Page 1

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Healthcare Man-

agement Systems (HMS) part-
nered with Richland College to 
receive a $541,112 grant from 
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission’s Skills Development 
Fund.

“The Skills Development 
Fund gives the [Texas] Work-
force Commission [opportuni-
ties] to help companies work 
with education providers and 
create customized training for 
companies,” Bryan Daniel, 
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion’s chairman, said.

“We have to be ready for 
what’s around the corner, so 
reskilling and training our 
employees is paramount to 
our success,” Bill Lucia, HMS 
president and CEO, said. “We 
have to continue to innovate 
as a company, and our people 
are stepping up to those chal-
lenges. This company is full of 
people that every day are inno-
vating and making sure we’re 
bringing the healthcare in-
dustry forward and that more 
people have access to quality 
coverage.”

“I listened to [Bill Lucia’s] 
words, and I heard a company 
that cares about its employ-
ees,” Daniel said. “I heard a 
company that wants to contin-
ue to make investments in its 
people.

“I think this partnership, 
this Skills Development Fund 
grant represents a wonderful 
opportunity for us to showcase 
the kinds of partnerships that 
make Texas such a great place 
to be.”

Richland College will pro-
vide employees the classes and 
certifications specifically tai-
lored to HMS.

“When we pair with a com-
pany that has a very clear vision 
of what the future looks like for 

interested in flying when I was 
about five years old. Really, 
once I learned what flying was, 
I knew I wanted to do it.

“My dream of becoming a 
pilot was a growing passion 
throughout my whole life. It al-
ways bubbled up when I would 
see these air shows or any avi-
ation in general. It was really 
military aviation that I wanted 
to be a part of. 

“I’ve been flying in the Navy 
for 24 years, and I’ve been fly-
ing with the Blue Angels for 2 
years. It’s really hard to beat 
the experiences I’ve had with 
the Blue Angels. The neat thing 
about this team is that we all 
come from the fleet, and we’ll 
go back to the fleet. We fly gray 
airplanes. That’s where we got 
our start. That’s how we lever-
age our training. We take all of 
that great training we got over 
in the Marine Corps, we bring 
that over here for a few years, 
and then we’ll go back and fly 
those planes again.

“The training process for 
these events is long,” Doyle 
said. “We start in the winter 
after the end of the season. We 
start training in November in 
Pensacola. We start learning 
the procedures and the pro-
files. Really, the meat of our 
training is in El Centro, Califor-
nia, and that’s where we start 
brining in the sets. They don’t 
always go perfectly, but it takes 
a lot of practice.

“I’ve learned a lot over the 
years. I’ve actually learned 
more about myself and people 
than I have about flying. A lot 
of it has to do with humility 
and ownership. Owning your 
mistakes and getting to the 
root of what the problem is. If 
you only make excuses, you’re 
never going to get any better, 
just be humble about it.”

Hunter Wollaston is a part 
of Maintenance Control for the 
Blue Angels. 

“I’ve been with this team for 
three years,” Wollaston said. 
“It really is a full team effort. 
It takes us looking over the air-
craft every time before it flies, 
and the pilots trust what we do. 
Normally, in the Navy, the pi-
lots don’t do that. They’ll look 
over the planes for themselves, 
but these guys really trust us. 

“I think we have the best 
maintenance team in the world. 
In the Navy, we fly the oldest 
jets. They have been around for 
a long time. The planes tend to 
act finicky sometimes.

“When working on these 
planes, we face new challeng-
es every day. There is always a 
new gremlin on these planes. 
It’s kind of a learning experi-
ence. I don’t think many of us 

had worked on planes this old 
until we got here.

“My favorite part of working 
on these planes is the travel,” 
Wollaston said. “In the mili-
tary, we get to travel around 
and see all of these different 
countries. With this team, I’ve 
gotten to go to states and cities 
I probably would never have 
gone to on my own. It’s really 
cool to be able to interact with 
your own country.”

U.S. Navy Chief Henry Val-
dez watched guests playing the 
interactive VR game and learn-
ing more about the Navy. 

“We’re here to bring Navy 
awareness,” Valdez said. “We 
want to reach out to the public 
to give them an idea of what 
kind of jobs the Navy offers. 
We’re here to answer any ques-
tions they may have, and we 
also have this really good vir-
tual reality game for them to 
play. The game gives players a 
good idea of what Navy Seals 
go through each and every day. 

We want to show guests a little 
more about what the Navy life 
really is. 

“I love being able to look 
around and see all the different 
aircrafts and vendors on dis-
play. It’s been great talking to 
the people. This VR game has 
brought so many guests our 
way today, and it gives us the 
opportunity to tell guests about 
how the Navy has benefitted 
us, and how it can benefit their 
lives as well. The game really 
helps give the general public 
a basic idea of what the Navy 
goes through. 

“I come from a really small 
town, so I like to reach out to 
people to see if they are inter-
ested in the Navy. I love telling 
them about how joining the 
Navy benefitted me, and how 
it led me to be successful. It’s a 
great way to let them know that 
if they want to this is what they 
can do as well to help them 
achieve their plans for success 
in the future.” 

The Army's Golden Knights prepare to jump out a plane during the air show. 
/Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

A fleet of Blue Angels perform high precision maneuvers in the sky. /Photo by 
John Starkey.

Aviation fans learn more about a plane during the air show. /Photo by Caton 
Berry.

Grant provides training for 
Irving healthcare employees 

the company, we’ll take a com-
munity college that says, ‘The 
future can be anything we want 
it to be,’ [it’s] a great match,” 
Daniel said. “I so appreciate 
the nimbleness of community 
colleges in this state. You won’t 
find the kind of innovation and 
education that you see at Texas 
community colleges anywhere 
in the nation.

“The marketplace is just go-
ing to continue to change, and 
we’ve got to be ready for it. 
Customized trainings make all 
the difference in the world.”

HMS employees have al-
ready started taking courses. In 
fact, HMS organizational effec-
tiveness manager Julie Moore 
said employees have already 
received over 2,500 hours of 
training.

“Since July, we have com-

pleted 2775 hours of training,” 
Moore said. “We started off 
with two project management 
profession certification prod-
uct courses. We had Python 
introduction. We’ve had Pow-
erShell scripting. We’ve had 
four Microsoft Visual basic 
style training classes, and three 
intermediate classes for [Mic-
rosoft] Excel. In December, we 
have our machine learning and 
artificial intelligence [classes] 
and then we’ll carry some of 
the same courses into next year 
as well as a lot of cloud comput-
ing courses.”

“We would be remiss not to 
reinvest back into [our peo-
ple],” Lucia said. “At the end of 
the day, while our clients come 
first, we have to put our peo-
ple first, so that our clients can 
come first.”

College Station–Alicia Val-
dez, a 2015 graduate of MacAr-
thur Highschool and a political 
science major at Texas A&M 
University, recently began a 
fall 2019 internship in Wash-
ington, D.C. Alicia will spend 
the fall as an integral part of the 
office of Congressman Marc 
Veasey. 

Alicia is one of sixteen stu-
dents selected for a policy in-
ternship through the Public 
Policy Internship Program 
(PPIP) at Texas A&M Universi-
ty. Her duties include monitor-
ing legislation, attending hear-
ings and briefings, preparing 
reports, and researching policy 
issues for senior staff mem-
bers. Alicia is the daughter of 
Mr. Antonio Valdez & Ms. Ev-
elyn Velazquez.

“The Public Policy Intern-
ship Program is one of few in 
the nation specifically geared 
toward transforming today’s 
students into tomorrow’s lead-
ers,” Stephanie Webb, director 
of PPIP, said. “Through this 
opportunity, students use what 
they have learned in the class-
room in a professional work 
setting. Not only will this D.C. 
experience be attractive to fu-
ture employers, but our stu-

MacArthur graduate 
chosen to work in 
Washington, D.C.

dents are also providing valu-
able assistance to the offices in 
which they intern.” 

The program is in its 20th 
year of sending students to 
Washington, D.C. to work in 
policy-related organizations 
such as governmental offices, 
think-tanks, and nonprofits. 
Since its inception, more than 
1,000 Aggies have worked in 
the Public Policy Internship 
Program. Each student re-
ceives course credit for their 
internship as well as a schol-
arship in the form of housing. 
To learn more about Alicia and 
her experiences, please visit 
the program’s website at ppip.
tamu.edu .  
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ILLUMINATE IRVING
Continued from Page 1

DECREASE IN 

FATALITIES
Continued from Page 6

Paper lanterns honor loved ones who are domestic violence victims and surviors. /
Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

SENDING OUT LOVE: A volunteer assists a women in making a 
paper lantern during Illuminate Irving. /Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

“We need to keep in mind 
there a number of resources 
out there to help on our jour-
ney. When you have your plan, 
follow it. You may not make 
it the first time; or the second 
time, but follow your plan and 
get out. Do not procrastinate, 
because it could mean the 
difference between life and 
death.”

Visitors were encouraged to 
create a paper lantern to honor 
loved ones. The lanterns were 
released from boats at sunset 
and floated on the water to 
freedom. 

Representatives from the 
Mid-Cities chapter of the 
Links Organization attended 
the event in partnership with 
Brighter Tomorrows to sup-
port all of the victims of domes-
tic violence. 

“We want people to know 
they’re not alone,” Carolyn 
Roberson, a representative 
of Links, said. “If you work 
with women and they come 
in late a lot, they have bruis-
es, they become withdrawn, a 
little different than they were 
last week, then there’s proba-
bly something at home that’s 
driving that. You don’t want to 
confront them on anything, but 

you want to let them know you 
care.”

Many visitors honored spe-
cific loved ones lost to domes-
tic violence. Others honored 
themselves or their family and 
friends as survivors. 

The Adams family wore 
shirts with a photo of their lost 
loved ones.

“This is my daughter. She 
was 19,” Connie Adams said. 
“She and [her boyfriend] were 
killed together, because he was 
trying to protect her. He died 
protecting her.”

The feelings of sadness, re-
gret, and relief could be felt 
through the crowds as each 
lantern floated on the water. 
The evening convened with 
hugs and words of encourage-
ment from visitors, volunteers, 
and officials.

WORSHIP

Pedalcyclist fatalities often 
occurred after dark (50 percent 
of the time) with some alcohol 
in their systems (26 percent) 
and outside of intersections 
(60 percent). 

To address these numbers:
NHTSA is examining current 

and planned research related 
to these vulnerable road users, 
including recently announced 
plans for upgrades to the New 
Car Assessment Program–the 
five-star NCAP rating system 
for new vehicles. As part of 
these NCAP upgrades, NHTSA 
will consider new technologies 
tied to the safety of pedestrians 
and bicyclists, among other 
vulnerable road users.

The Federal Highway Ad-
ministration (FHWA) is work-
ing to reduce fatalities with the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Pro-
gram, which promotes safe, 
comfortable, and convenient 
walking and bicycling for peo-
ple of all ages and abilities. 

FHWA also is focused on pe-
destrian and bicycle transpor-
tation through funding, policy 
guidance, program manage-
ment, and resource develop-
ment, and the availability of an 
FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Coordinator point of contact in 
each of its Division offices.

The 2018 FARS release also 
clarifies previously released 
data on large trucks involved 
in fatal crashes. NHTSA re-ex-
amined supporting material 
and re-classified several light 
pickup trucks to an appropri-
ate large truck category. As a 
result, the 9 percent increase 
in large-truck-related fatalities 
reported for 2017 has been re-
vised to 4.9 percent. For 2018, 
large-truck related fatalities in-
creased by 0.9 percent. The de-
tails of the scope of the changes 
are documented in the 2018 fa-
tal motor vehicle crashes over-
view research note.

With this release, NHTSA 
also introduced its new Fatality 
and Injury Reporting System 
Tool (FIRST), a modernized 
crash query tool that lets users 
not only query fatal crash data 
but also generate estimates of 
crashes and people injured in 
crashes. The upgraded func-
tionalities in the new tool in-
clude generating multi-year 
trends, estimates of alcohol-in-
volvement, and charting/tab-
ulation/mapping of query re-
sults.

SOURCE U.S. Department of 
Transportation
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