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The Smoke on the Water, an entry by The 
Colony's city council, becomes airborne 
while racing down the track. /Photo by 
John Starkey.
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Team Skeeter Dome crashes into hay barricade while taking first place. /Photo by John 
Starkey. See OSWALD

Page 6

See MAIN STREET
Page 2

Thank you

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

Superintendent Magda
Hernandez for the FANTASTIC 
job you are doing for Irving ISD!

Ruth Paine 
remembers 

Oswald

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—Irving celebrated 

the end of summer with the 
annual Main Street Event in 
downtown Irving on Saturday, 
Sept. 21. This year’s attractions 
included a car show, a Hot 
Sauce Fest, carnival rides, and 
live music.  

Mike Mayo has participat-
ed in the Manifolds on Main 
Street Car Show since that por-
tion of the event began. This 
year, he won first place in the 
1960’s truck competition with 
his blue 1966 Chevy C10. 

“Trucks and cars have al-
ways been my hobby, collect-
ing them and restoring them,” 
Mayo said. “Irving has always 
been my home. Back when I 
was a teenager, this is where 
we hung out. We drove our 
cars down 2nd Street and back 
up Irving Blvd. 

“I moved here in 1952. There 
were a little over 2,000 people 
here at that time. I think it is 
funny they have the car show 

By Caton Berry
The Colony—Madness, may-

hem and merriment ensued 
as The Colony’s Austin Ranch 
hosted the Red Bull Soapbox 
Race on Saturday, Sept. 28. 
Throughout the day, teams 
from different backgrounds 
came together to race cus-
tom-made soapboxes. 

“We started off with 200 
entrants trying to make it into 
this field,” Rodney, one of 
the emcees of the event, said. 
“Now, we’re down to about 47, 
and they’re racing down this 
course. 

“There are three things the 
judges are going to be looking 
for: creativity, showmanship, 
and speed. Obviously, we’re 
going to see the speed when 
they head down the track. We’ll 
be seeing the showmanship 
early on as each team will do 
a skit before they take off. The 
creativity is based on how they 
prepared their vehicles.”

Before the races began, Aron 
Colton, a professional motor-
cyclist, performed stunts for 
the crowd. 

“It’s been quite a long road, 
but just to give an idea, I signed 
with Red Bull twelve years 
ago,” Colton said. “It’s been a 
daily grind since 2005, and I’m 
so thankful and happy to be 
able to come out to a place like 
this and open it up. Speed is 
one thing, but technical prow-
ess is more of my thing. I like to 
mesh the two together. Today, 
I’m driving my 765 motorcycle. 
It’s custom made, 1 of 1.”

None of the day’s contes-
tants were afraid to show off 
their creativity when it came 

By Caton Berry
Irving—At the future home 

of the Irving Archives and Mu-
seum, Ruth Paine discussed on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, how her life 
intersected with the fate of Lee 
Harvey Oswald.  

Jennifer Landry, director of 
museums for the city of Irving, 
was thrilled to have Paine as a 
guest. “We’re so happy Ruth 
was able to come and help us 
kick off what will be a series of 
many, many programs to come 
at the Irving Archives and Mu-
seum,” Landry said. “We hope 
the attendees today will come 
back to other events, and they 
will become engaged with our 
new community museum, 
which is set to open in Decem-
ber. 

“We preserve the Ruth Paine 
House Museum, which is such 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Blueberry cheesecake, rain-

bow sherbet, strawberry cream 
and cinnamon funnel cake are 
some popular vape juice flavors 
commercially available among 
the thousands for sale today. 

However, Michigan and New 
York State recently made it ille-

A poisoner’s guide to vaping
gal to sell flavored vape juices, 
except for tobacco and men-
thol. If people cannot buy their 
favorite vape flavors in a shop, 
they may decide to mix them at 
home. Recipes for do-it-your-
self vape juices and tutorials on 
exactly how to succeed at mak-
ing a vapable product are easily 

accessible on the internet. 
Some people have begun 

making vape juice for profit. 
If a consumer pays $25 per 
60 ml of vape juice, the over-
all price is about $1577.25 per 
gallon. If a consumer buys the 
cheaper juice at $10 per 120 
ml, the price per gallon is about 

$315.45.
The primary ingredients in 

commercially available vape 
juice are propylene glycol, veg-
etable glycerin, nicotine (some-
times) and additional flavor-
ings. The primary flavors of the 
juice are usually contained in 
the propylene glycol.

“One of the ingredients in 
these juices is propylene glycol 
which is similar to antifreeze, 
which is toxic,” Jim Hrncir, a 
compounding pharmacist and 
owner of Las Colinas Pharma-
cy, said. “It is not okay ingest 
propylene glycol orally, so why 
would it be okay to put it into 
your lungs?”

But watching the DIY vid-
eos, people have discovered 
they do not need a back-
ground in chemistry to create 
a vape juice. Creatives around 
the world have come up with 
recipes anyone can create in 
their own kitchen using sugar, 
Splenda, fruit juices and other 
handy pantry items. 

When vaping sweet flavors, 
many vape enthusiasts are con-
cerned with after effects such 
as sugar lips, a lingering feel-
ing on the lips, and headaches 

caused by too much sweetness. 
However, even if vape lovers 
are not including nicotine in 
their juices, the juices contain 
chemicals people may want 
to consider before breathing 
them. 

“Let’s say I really like jalape-
nos, and I’m going to put jala-
penos juice in my vape pen,” 
Hrncir said. “That will cause 
bronchoconstriction in the 
lungs. It will cause the mus-
cles of the lungs to become so 
inflamed they will shut down. 
People who have asthma will 
have those muscles shut down. 
It creates a lung disease-type 
inflammation.

“Say, they wanted to get a 
sweet flavor, I know they are 
using peppermint and menthol 

Creativity, showmanship 
make race memorable 

to designing their soapboxes. 
From soapboxes resembling 
the Scooby-Doo Mystery Ma-
chine to a soapbox driven by 
demonic clowns, each team 
was able to put a unique spin 
on their soapbox design. The 
Weekend Wallace’s were no 
exception. Run by a group of 
men who love spending time 
by the boat ramp, they created 
a soapbox which resembled a 

See VAPING
Page 4

a wonderful gem to have in the 
city, which gives a unique per-
spective on the JFK assassina-
tion and what happens when 
you get caught up in a unique 
moment of history with no role 
to play aside from being in the 
middle of it.”

Before the presentation, 
many audience members had 
questions. 

“I’m curious to see if histo-
ry remembers Lee Oswald the 
way Ruth knew him,” Carol 
Stockard, a local history teach-
er, said. “Has he gone down 
in history as the person she 
knew?”

“From what I’ve gathered 
over the years, Lee had the 
capacity to be a very polite, 
businesslike person,” Scott 

People have a 
hot time at Main 

Street Event
in the same area where we used 
to hang out with our cars back 
then. 

“Irving is a nice town to grow 
up in. I know it is has changed 
throughout the years but it 
is still a hometown. We want 
people to enjoy our town and 
participate in these events.” 

The Irving Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce (IHCC) host-
ed its annual Hot Sauce Fest 
during the Main Street Event. 

“We wanted to do a com-
munity event to raise money 
for our foundation,” MaryAnn 
Kellman, president and CEO 
of the IHCC, said. “We had 33 
vendors submit their hot sauc-
es, as well as individuals. Peo-
ple pay money to taste the hot 
sauces and vote for their favor-
ite hot sauce. All the proceeds 
go to support the community.

“We brought in a lot of com-
petitors from the north side 
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MAIN STREET FEST
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TALKING WITH THE MAYOR: Barclay Berdan (right) interviews Betsy Price (left) and Eric Johnson (center) during North 
Texas Commission's 48th annual members' luncheon.  /Photo by John Starkey.

972-870-1992 | johns@ramblernewspapers.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net

Owners            Stacey & John Starkey

To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 
972-870-1992.

The entire contents of this newspaper is the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $45 per year. 
The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and public 
areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 16 Issue 40 is published weekly 
for $45 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Rambler is Copyrighted 2019

By Tricia Sims
Irving—The North Texas 

Commission hosted their 48th 
annual Members’ Luncheon 
with two keynote speakers, 
Fort Worth Mayor Betsy Price 
and Dallas Mayor Eric John-
son, in the Irving Convention 
Center on Monday, Sep. 16.

This meeting was the first 
time newly elected Mayor 
Johnson and Mayor Price 
spoke together on stage. 

“My first encounter with 
Mayor Johnson was at his in-
auguration,” Price said. “I’m 
really excited about working 
with Mayor Johnson. It’s going 
to be a great partnership.”

Johnson was elected in June. 
Previously, he was a member of 
the Texas House of Represen-
tatives, representing Dallas for 
almost 10 years.

“I learned a lot of things 
[in Austin]; how to find the 
humanity in people and find 
the goodness of people and to 
work across party lines, across 
geographic lines. 

“Part of the reason I wanted 
to run for mayor is what I was 
seeing going on at City Hall. 
I thought I had some insight 
as to what could help. Dallas 
City Hall wasn’t lacking in in-
telligence at all, smart people 
all around the building, smart 
people all across the council; 
but there was the camarade-
rie piece that was missing. I 
thought there was no way they 
were going to be able to move 
past the logjam and make new 
policies if they were going to 
pick someone from within. 
Someone was going to feel like 
a winner, and someone was go-
ing to feel like a loser. I knew 
coming from the outside and 
having a good relationship with 
just about everybody on that 
council from both sides, I’d be 
able to hopefully bring folks to-
gether and bring out the best in 
everybody.

“I want to be the Magic 
Johnson of this council, not the 
Michael Jordan. I didn’t want 
to score all the points. I want to 
give everybody the basketball. 
So far, so good. I think we are 
doing a great job. I’m very hap-
py to be back home and serving 
Dallas in this way.”

Moderator Barclay Berdan, 
CEO of Texas Health Resourc-
es asked both mayors about 
a few key issues in both cit-
ies: education, workforce and 
transportation.

“Developing our workforce 

Irving—The Irving Police 
Department was notified on 
Monday, Sep. 30, about an in-
cident involving a compromis-
ing picture taken at Lady Bird 
Johnson Middle School on Fri-
day, Sept. 27. 

The incident involved a 13-
year old boy who took a picture 
of an 11-year old special needs 
boy while he was using the 
bathroom. 

He then shared the picture 
with two other 13-year old 
students. The three juvenile 
students will be charged with 
Invasive Visual Recording. The 
school resource officer worked 
with Irving ISD administra-
tors to identify the juveniles 

of Irving. We wanted them to 
see that there is a community 
here in south Irving where the 
Main Street Event is located. 
We want this to feel like one 
Irving.” 

John Mahoney, a water con-
servation specialist for the City 
of Irving, spoke about water 

conservation and the services 
offered by the city.  

“The benefits of events like 
this is that we get to speak with 
our citizens about how they can 
save money and function more 
efficiently in their homes,” Ma-
honey said. “We are able to 
show them examples of what 

goes on in our water pipes in 
the city. That real life educa-
tion is crucial to connect the in-
formation with the citizens. It 
benefits the city, because there 
is less damage to the pipes, and 
it benefits the citizens, because 
their water bill will be reduced.” 

Amber Duron recently 
moved to Irving. 

“I really love Irving.” Duron 
said. “I was surprised how nice 
this event is. I like just sitting 
here with the kids and seeing 
all there is to do in Irving. I like 
that they have entertainers and 
free rides for the kids. 

“It is great to watch people 
from all different walks of life 
coming together at an event 
like this. Irving has so much 
diversity. I did not realize that 
when I moved here. We live 
down the street too, so we can 
walk to events like this. I am so 
glad we decided to move to this 
city.” 

Mike Mayo won 1st place in the 1960's truck division of the Manifolds on Main Street 
Car Show.  /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

GIVING BACK: Diamond Wishes Children’s Charity presents the Grand Prairie Police Department's 
Santa Cop Program a check for $27,248.43. Jackpot Bingo and others for helped make the charity auction a 
huge success. /Photo provided by Jackpot Bingo.

Jackpot Bingo helps 
auction for children charity

Police investigate invasive 
visual recording case

involved. 
This is an on-going investi-

gation but the police depart-

ment believes all persons in-
volved have been identified. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Fort Worth, Dallas mayors discuss regional issues

goes back to education,” Price 
said. “It’s an issue for every 
major city in the nation. It’s 
imperative that we all really 
focus on the education of our 
children from cradle to career. 

“You have to tackle child 
care. If childcare accounts 
for 60 percent of the families’ 
costs. A lot of people can’t af-
ford that, and they end up 
dropping out of our workforce, 
causing our poverty to go up.” 

“I view workforce devel-
opment as the real answer to 
the conundrum that has faced 
every Dallas mayor, and that 
is how to develop the south-
ern part of our city,” Johnson 
said. “For too long, the south-
ern Dallas conundrum has 
revolved around the idea that 
there’s some real estate play 
or some development play that 
will unlock it all. 

“I grew up in the southern 
part of Dallas. I believe in my 
heart it’s actually a people is-
sue. We need to focus on the 
people in southern Dallas, 
their education and their skills 
development. Then the jobs 
they would be able to fill with 
that education would warrant 
the type of development every 
community wants.”

Price spoke about the im-
portance of thinking creatively 
when it comes to transporta-
tion. 

“We are all very proud of our 
first leg of the Tex Rail going 
into the airport.” Price said. 
“People know no boundaries; 
they go back and forth. They 
live in one place and go to work 
in another. “You’ve got to get 
outside the traditional box 
and think about how we move 
people around, because we’re 
never going to pour enough 
concrete to accommodate ev-
eryone.”

Johnson wants to focus on 
creating a balance in transpor-
tation.

“I’m very interested in mak-

ing sure we don’t get so caught 
up in in our rail development 
that we lose sight of local mo-
bility,” Johnson said. “We need 
to make sure the workforce 
we’re talking about can get 
around, and get to their jobs 
and get to their doctors ap-
pointments, the grocery stores 
and things like that. So we’re 
going to balance regional is-

sues like transportation with a 
focus on the local issues.”

Both mayors talked about 
the importance of supporting 
each other to create a better 
region.

“The beauty is we’re sitting 
right on top of the busiest air-
port in DFW,” Price said. “It 
is such a huge icon for all of 
us in this region. We all come 

together with our own defense 
of our own city, but also realize 
the region as a whole is what 
people know.”

“When I think about this 
region, I think about my two 
sons,” Johnson said. “I can 
see they clearly love each oth-
er. They clearly are part of the 
same team, same family. They 
don’t want any bad will on the 
other. But when they are play-
ing with a ball, they both really 
want it. That’s kind of the way 
I think of the region. At the 
end of the day, they recognize 
they are brothers, and they 
love each other. I think in this 
region and all the cities and the 
mayors here, recognize we are 
pulling together, we are trying 
to generate economic activity 
that will spill over and benefit 
each other.”

Coppell Mayor Karen Hunt 
enjoyed listening to the discus-

sion between the two mayors.
“It was great to hear Mayor 

Johnson for the first time. He 
is going to continue that great 
relationship between Dallas 
and Fort Worth,” Hunt said. 
“Everything they said was pret-
ty right on.” 

CEO of the North Texas 
Commission Chris Wallace 
praised the mayors’ message of 
working together.

“I think they both did an ex-
cellent job pointing out how we 
have to work together region-
ally,” Wallace said. “Collabora-
tion is the key. We have two big 
cities like Fort Worth and Dal-
las, and you have 13 other cities 
in their midst that have a pop-
ulation of 100,000 or more. 
No other region in our country 
looks like ours. We have to col-
laborate regionally, and we are 
doing that right now.”

Grand Prairie—The city of 
Grand Prairie has been given 
a Community Rating System 
(CRS) score of 5 by the Federal 
Emergency Management Ad-
ministration (FEMA), allowing 
for a 25 percent discount on 
FEMA flood insurance poli-

Grand Prairie maintains 
good flood insurance rating

cies for residents who live in 
special flood hazard areas. All 
property owners and renters 
can purchase flood insurance 
to protect their property and 
belongings.

The city of Grand Prairie par-
ticipates in the CRS program 

and submits an annual update 
to FEMA. Cities that partici-
pate in CRS activities, and ex-
ceed minimum requirements 
receive discounted insurance 
premium rates when they have 
met the goals of the program, 
which include reducing flood 

loss and facilitating accurate 
insurance ratings.

CRS annual reports are 
available on the City of Grand 
Prairie’s website at https://
www.gptx.org/city-govern-
ment/city-departments/plan-
ning-development/floodplain . 

The following City of Grand 
Prairie reports are available:

Floodplain Management 
Plan 2015-2020  https://www.
gptx.org/home/showdocu-
ment?id=14279 

CRS Coverage Improve-
ment Plan Annual Report 2019 
https://www.gptx.org/home/
showdocument?id=17912 .

SOURCE City of Grand Prairie
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SOAP BOX RACES
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Bea & Bella
Hi there! I'm Bea, and this is my sister, Bella! Aren't we just the most 
beautiful calico cats you've ever seen? We could be twins, right? We're 
about 3 months old, and a wonderful human found us trapped under a city 
library when we were tiny kittens. They took care of us until we were old 
enough then brought us here. We are both shy and quiet but we do enjoy 
some attention. We love to cuddle and snuggle together. ow, while we are 
very close to each other and enjoy being together, we do not have to go 
home together. It would be great if we could but we understand that not 
everyone is ready for two cats. You should stop by and meet us.

Capitan 
Hey, hey, hey! It's Captain here! I was abandoned outside of a 
shelter with a badly broken leg. Can you believe that?? Luckily, 
these awesome folks got me to a vet who was able to repair the 
fracture. After the surgery, though I didn't like using that leg. It 
bothered me too much - so much in fact that I re-injured the 
leg, and it made more sense to have the leg removed. Now, my 
story may make you feel sad, but you don't need to because I'm 
so, so happy now! That's why I'm shopping around for my new 
family! I'm still young. I'm smart, I'm loving, I'm fun! You should 
come spend some time with me! I know that love will keep us 
together, so maybe you can be the Tenille to my Captain!

By Stacey Doud
Vaping, the new, ‘cool’ way 

to ‘smoke,’ involves inhaling 
steam rather than smoke. In 
other words, vaping does not 
involve combustion or fire to 
create an inhalant. 

In order to vape, one needs 
special equipment, such as 
tanks, coils and ‘juice.’ Those 
who vape inhale the contents of 
the juice (with or without nico-
tine) in vapor form and exhale 
the vapor. 

Recently, the practice came 
under scrutiny by the CDC and 
FDA after some people died 
and others were hospitalized 
due to vape-related illnesses. 
So far, doctors have not been 
able to pinpoint the exact caus-
es of these illnesses.

Government health officials 
stated more than 1 in 4 high 
school students used e-ciga-
rettes in the last 30 days, ac-
cording to information from a 
self-report questionnaire.

Some cartridges containing 
THC (tetrahydrocannabinol, 
the chemical in marijuana that 
creates a high) also contain 
vitamin E acetate, a thicken-
ing agent, which seems to be a 
common denominator in some 
of the recent the vaping deaths 
and hospitalizations. 

There are not enough scien-
tific studies to determine what 
ingredients are safe to vape 
and how various ingredients 
may react with the lungs when 
mixed in a vape solution. 

Another cause for concern 
is vape cartages can contain 
as much as 50 mg of nicotine. 
The average pack of cigarettes 
contains 8 to 20 mg of nicotine. 
Smoking or vaping nicotine 
can lead to heart palpitations, 
high blood pressure and faster 
respiration.

Fears created by the vaping 
hospitalizations and deaths are 
affecting businesses across the 
country. Giovanni Silva owns 
vape shops in Irving, Plano and 

truck pulling a ski-boat.
Dustin Martin, otherwise 

known as Richard Wallace, 
rode in the front boat portion 
of the vehicle. 

“We love to spend our week-
ends, holidays, or whenever we 
can down by the boat ramp, so 
we wanted to make a soapbox 
inspired by that,” Martin said. 
“We Wallaces always have to 
get in the water first. As you 
can see, we’ve also got some 
wakeboards. We are all about 
the lake lifestyle, and we try to 
spend as much time in the wa-
ter as we can. I know today’s 
competition is going to be a 
good one, but I think we’ll set 
a speed record for sure. As for 
time, that isn’t as important to 

us.”
Chris Moos, otherwise 

known as Christopher Biggie 
Wallace, was not afraid to be 
behind his friend Dustin. 

“Unfortunately, somebody 
had to drive the truck, since 
[Richard] can never seem to 
back the boat in, I’m going to 
take a stab at it today,” Moos 
said. “I’d say our vehicle is pret-
ty well equipped. On the front 
end, the boat, Dustin is essen-
tially riding a mountain bike, 
and in the back, we have actual 
swing arms. It’s very fancy. Our 
soapbox is going to have some 
real travel.”

The Dallas Mavs ManiAA-
Cs describe themselves as the 
NBA’s original male-perfor-
mance squad. Driver Andy 
Brown, nicknamed D$, was 
thrilled to be competing. 

“We saw this competition, 
and we are always looking 
for an opportunity to gather 
in front of the public and just 
have a good time,” Brown said. 
“It’s just an opportunity for us 
to come out here, do a little 
dance, and go as fast as we can 
down a hill. It was amazing. We 
wanted to have so much fun, 
put on a good show, and enter-
tain everybody.

“We came up with the idea to 
model the cart after one of Dirk 
Nowitzki’s shoes, throw four 
wheels on it, throw a guy in it, 
and see how fast we can run 
down one of these hills. This is 
the first year we’ve actually had 
the opportunity to do this, and 
it is amazing. 

“Although, I will say that go-
ing to a Mavs game is on anoth-
er level; it is also kind of similar 
to an event like this. When you 
get out there with everybody, 
and everyone is cheering on 
their favorite team, trying to 
drive them into the playoffs 
and championship games, it’s 
really top level. This event is 
similar. Everyone comes out 
and cheers for their favorite 

racers or favorite carts, kind of 
like the fans at Mavs games.”

Ultimately, the judges gave 
the ManiAACs and their per-
formance very high scores. 
Brown was very pleased with 
the results. 

“Honestly, I think I could 
have gone just a little bit fast-
er,” Brown said. “Right now, 
we’re sitting in first place with 
perfect 10s from the judges. 
Also, we’re sub 30 on our time. 
So far, we’re still in first place, 
but we didn’t get airborne in 
one place that we should have. 
I knew our car was too heavy.”

Brown was amazed at the 
level of creativity in the carts 
from his competitors. 

“When it comes to design, 
I really like the Patty Wagon 
that’s from SpongeBob, and 
it looks like a hamburger,” 
Brown said. “I’m a bigger fel-
la, and I like to eat, and it just 
made me hungry sitting across 
from it the whole time. I also 
like the BMW car. It looks 
real sleek, and has really clean 
lines. It was just 10 seconds 
slower than us.

“To me, the benefit of this 
event is being around the peo-
ple and interacting with ev-
erybody. We always look for 
events like this, and Red Bull 
puts on such a great produc-
tion. They do a fabulous job, 
and they are so family friendly. 
Everything I’ve seen them do 
today has been amazing.”

In the end, Team Skeeter 
Done won first place and will 
receive a once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience with the Red Bull Air 
Force. Team Bomp Pop Racer! 
took second place, winning an 
iFly tunnel flying experience. 
Team Dallas Mavs ManiAA-
Cs came in third place, while 
Team Formula Juan became 
the People’s Choice winner, 
both teams will spend a day at 
the K1 Speed karting track. 

Scrutiny brings changes to vaping industry 

Vaping shop owner Giovanni Silva discusses how negative media reports about vaping 
have affected small businesses. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

Allen. His Irving store has been 
in business for over five years.

“My businesses have been 
affected by about 50 percent 
on the down side,” Silva said. 
“Just this month, I’m probably 
going to lose $7,000 to $8,000 
in sales in the best-selling store, 
and the other ones barely have 
the money to pay the bills.

“I’m not paying myself, but 
I am trying to save money to 
keep the businesses going. Last 
month, I noticed the sales in 
the stores went down some, 
and I thought something 
strange was going on.

“Once September started 
and all the chaos on TV started, 
I noticed sales just slowly going 
down. Whenever it comes on 
TV, they say, ‘Don’t vape. It’s 
going to kill you,’ and Presi-
dent Trump says, ‘Don’t vape,’ 
people get scared and so sales 
bottom out. Nobody takes the 
time to research anything to 
see what is true or not. They 
think that if it’s on TV, it must 
be true,” he said.

Another vape shop owner 
in Irving, Alex Taylor, feels 
the average person does not 
understand the difference be-
tween vaping and e-cigarettes. 
Both Taylor and Silva cited the 
e-cigarette company JUUL as 
having a huge negative impact 
on the vaping industry.

“Technically speaking, vap-
ing is just a form of delivery to 
the user,” Taylor said. “There 
are two main differences be-
tween buying a setup at a vape 
shop versus buying an e-ciga-
rette, like JUUL, from a con-
venience store or grocery store.

“First of all, JUUL and prod-
ucts like it are sold everywhere. 
Someone who is 16 years old 
can probably buy a starter kit 
from the local convenience or 
grocery store, and no one will 
bother to check to see if that 
person is of age. Secondly, no 
advice is given to the person 
who buys JUUL for the first 

time.”
JUUL quickly rose to be the 

king of the e-cigarette mar-
ket, offering a combination of 
high-nicotine pods, sweet and 
fruity flavors with a large mar-
keting campaign. Now, JUUL 
controls about 70 percent of 
the U.S. e-cigarette market. 

In a press release on Sept. 
25, JUUL Labs announced 
it will no longer promote its 
e-cigarettes in print, digital 
or TV advertisements and is 
replacing its CEO because of 
escalating concerns regarding 
vaping across the nation.

Kevin Burns, the CEO of 
JUUL, will step down and be 
replaced by K.C. Crosthwaite, 
who served as Altria’s chief 
growth officer. Altria, the com-
pany that owns JUUL, is also 
the producer of Marlboro cig-
arettes.

Crosthwaite said JUUL has 
always focused on providing 
adult smokers with alterna-
tives, but he did recognize 
there are, “unacceptable levels 
of youth usage and eroding 
public confidence in our indus-
try.” 

“We must strive to work 
with regulators, policymakers 
and other stakeholders, and 

earn the trust of the societies in 
which we operate,” Crosthwaite 
said. “That includes inviting 
an open dialogue, listening to 
others and being responsive to 
their concerns.”

JUUL also now faces mul-
tiple investigations from Con-
gress, several federal agencies 
and state attorneys general. 
The company promised not to 
lobby against a general ban of 
flavored vaping products pro-
posed by the Trump adminis-
tration earlier this month.

André Calantzopoulos, the 
CEO of Philip Morris Inter-
national, Inc. announced that 
Altria and Philip Morris will be 
focusing on launching IQOS, a 
heat-not-burn cigarette alter-
native, made by Philip Morris 
in the U.S. 

Walmart has announced that 
Walmart and Sam’s Club stores 
will stop selling electronic cig-
arettes when the stores sell 
out of the current inventory. 
The retail giant said this policy 
change is due to the “growing 
federal, state and local regula-
tory complexity.” Many other 
retail chains are looking to do 
the same. Target does not sell 
electronic cigarettes, and CVS 
Health left the cigarette market 

five years ago and has never 
sold e-cigarette products.

The Vapor Technology As-
sociation (VTA), a trade group, 
disagrees with Walmart’s move 
against vaping products while 
keeping regular cigarettes on 
its shelves.

“The fact that Walmart is re-
ducing access for adult smok-
ers to regulated vapor products 
while continuing to sell com-
bustible cigarettes is irrespon-
sible,” Tony Abboud, executive 
director of the VTA, said in a 
statement. “This will drive for-
mer adult smokers to purchase 
more cigarettes.”

“When we have new custom-
ers, we ask them if they smoke, 
and if so, how much,” Taylor 
said. “We make suggestions 
based on their level of experi-
ence with nicotine for the best, 
safest experience possible. We 
like to cultivate relationships 
and make customers want to 
come back.

“We are allowed to refuse 
service to anyone. We had this 
guy come in, who was of age, 
but we found out he had never 
smoked anything before. My 
employee ended up refusing to 
sell him anything, because why 
start a habit when you don’t 
already have one? I’m sure the 
guy went down the road and 
got what he wanted, but at least 
his budding habit is not on my 
conscience.” 

The FDA now requires vape 
shop owners to submit Pre-
market Tobacco Product Ap-
plications (PMTA). Each shop 
submits a sample of every fla-
vor in every available strength 
they offer for sale to the FDA 
to receive permission to keep 
selling. For example, if a shop 
offers 100 flavors in 3 mg, 6 
mg, 12 mg and 18 mg nicotine 
strengths, the shop must sub-
mit 400 samples to be tested. 
This can be very costly for shop 
owners depending on their in-
ventory. 

The FDA allows each shop 
one year to continue selling 
while their products are tested.

“We don’t have a problem 
with regulation,” Taylor said. 
“Regulation is good and keeps 
people safe. But the FDA didn’t 
tell us exactly what we needed 
to do for the longest time. They 
finally wrote out their guide-
lines for this process. It is 337 
pages long. It’s hard to deci-
pher unless you’re a lawyer.” 

Michigan and New York 
states recently made it illegal to 
sell flavored vaping products, 
except for tobacco and men-
thol. The shops that are affect-
ed have 14 days to either sell or 
remove millions of bottles of 
e-liquid from their shelves.

New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo spearheaded the law 
after some people in his state 
were hospitalized with vape-re-
lated illnesses.

“Manufacturers of fruit and 
candy-flavored e-cigarettes 
are intentionally and reckless-
ly targeting young people, and 
today we’re taking action to 
put an end to it,” Cuomo said 
during a press conference on 
Sept. 9.

Many users are turning to 
the Internet to buy vaping car-
tridges from all over the world. 
However, most vape juices list 
only flavors and no ingredients 
at all. Among those that do list 
ingredients, cartridges con-
taining vitamin E acetate can 
be found. 

Other vape enthusiasts are 
learning how to mix ingre-
dients to create vape juice at 
home often with no idea of how 
their products might affect 
their health. 

“People will find a way to get 
what they want,” Silva said. 
“You will always have people 
who buy from the black mar-
ket. The FDA needs to focus on 
shutting them down, not us.”

Saturday,
 Oct. 5th

Come join the Brown's 
Memorial Funeral Home team! 

Registration is open now! 
http://tinyurl.com/y3spkrzc
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EMPLOYMENT

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

VAPING
Continued from Page 1

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

Atos IT Solutions and Services, Inc. has two positions 
available in Irving, TX
Database Administrator (DBA)- Responsible for 
developing, implementing, & overseeing DB policies & 
procedures to ensure the integrity & availability of all 
DBs and their accompanying SW.  Bach’s deg or foreign 
equiv in Comp Sci, Eng, or related. 5 yrs as DB Admin, 
or related exp.  Roving/Telecommuting - Reports to HQ 
in Irving, TX. Will work at various unknown client sites 
throughout the U.S. for up to 100% of the time. Must be 
willing to travel anywhere in the U.S. and may be assigned 
to work at client sites across the U.S. Can work remotely or 
telecommute. Other specific exp required. Job ID149681.
Engineer IV - Coordinate storage project engineering 
resources across NAO focusing on build, scale, & 
deployment of storage solutions.  Bach’s deg or foreign 
equiv in Comp Sci, Info Systms, or related. 5 yrs IT Storage/
data protection, or related exp.  Roving/Telecommuting - 
Reports to HQ - Irving, TX. Will work at various unknown 
client sites throughout the U.S. for up to 100% of the time. 
Must be willing to travel anywhere in the U.S. and may be 
assigned to work at client sites across the U.S. Can work 
remotely or telecommute. Other specific exp required. Job 
ID 149680. Resumes to: https://atos.net/en/careers.

NOTICE OF BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION ORDER

On September 26, 2019, the City of Irving Building and Standards 
Commission held Public Hearings to consider the issuance of an order 
requiring the repair, removal or demolition of the structures on various 
properties located within the City of Irving.
At the conclusion of each hearing, the Building and Standards 
Commission ordered the following:
All owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the property at 2009 Markland St. are ordered to appear at 
the November 21, 2019 meeting and provide a progress report at which 
time the Commission will consider compliance; the assessment of civil 
penalties; amending previous order to demolish; or authorizing the city 
to demolish. 
All owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the property at 2102 W. Rochelle Rd. are ordered to repair 
or demolish property no later than October 26, 2019 and appear at 
the November 21, 2019 meeting at which time the Commission will 
determine compliance; the assessment of civil penalties; or authorizing 
city to demolish. 
All owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the property at 626 E. Irving Blvd. are ordered to appear 
at the November 21, 2019 meeting and provide a progress report 
regarding condition of the structures at which time the Commission will 
determine if civil penalties should be assessed for failure to comply with 
the July 25, 2019 order.
Each structure situated on the property at 521 S. Britain Rd. must be 
repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) 
and other persons having an interest in the property no later than 
October 26, 2019. If owner fails to comply with order, the City of Irving is 
authorized to enter property; demolish structures and remove all debris 
from property on or after October 27, 2019. 
Each structure situated on the property at 1916 W. Oakdale Rd. must 
be repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) 
and other persons having an interest in the property no later than 
October 26, 2019. If owner fails to comply with order, the City of Irving is 
authorized to enter property; demolish structures and remove all debris 
from property on or after October 27, 2019.
Each structure situated on the property at 1832 Piedmont St. must be 
repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) 
and other persons having an interest in the property no later than 
October 26, 2019. If owner fails to comply with order, the City of Irving is 
authorized to enter property; demolish structures and remove all debris 
from property on or after October 27, 2019.
Each structure situated on the property at 302 S. Hastings St. must 
be repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) 
and other persons having an interest in the property no later than 
October 26, 2019. If owner fails to comply with order, the City of Irving is 
authorized to enter property; demolish structures and remove all debris 
from property on or after October 27, 2019.
All owner(s), mortgagees(s), lienholder(s), and others persons 
having an interest in the above properties, and are ordered to 
appear before the Commission on November 21, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.
For questions, or to obtain a copy of any of the records referenced above, 
contact Monica Gutierrez Salgado, Staff Assistant for the Building and 
Standards Commission, City of Irving, Code Enforcement Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-4830). Additionally, copies of 
the orders are available in the Irving City Secretary’s Office at 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., 4th Floor, Irving, Texas 75060.

Senior Software Engineers, Fort Worth, TX: Develop new features 
for the PTC (Positive Train Control) apps Back Office Server (BOS) 
& Mobile Device Manager (MDM) following good OOPS concepts & 
stringent code quality standards. Producing design artifacts like process/
activity flows, object relationship model, decision tree charts & UML 
diagrams. Producing high quality code by demonstrating strong skills in 
OOP programming, design patterns, data modeling & database design. 
Following Agile /Scrum processes. Reqs: BS or equiv + 5 yrs rel. exp. 
or MS or equiv + 3 yrs rel. exp. 5 yrs exp req’d in software engineering, 
C#, VB, C, .Net, Python, JavaScript, SQL, Railroad domain, Train 
control, & PTC systems. GCOR (General Code of operating Rules) 
Certification required. Send res to Wabtec Railway Electronics Inc, 
email dvarghese@wabtec.com.

Come be part of the Magic of Lone Star Christmas!!

You’re Invited to our ICE Hiring Events!

We are hosting Job Fairs every Monday & Wednesday from 
1pm-7pm now through October 30th.

Location: HR Office at Gaylord Texan, 1501 Gaylord Trail Grapevine, 
TX 76051

Applicants can park in the Convention Center. All parking will be 
validated.

Hiring ICE! roles in the following departments: Costume 
Characters, Exhibit, Holiday Activities, Box Office, and Retail. We 
are also hiring Call Center Agents!

ALL FOOD & BEVERAGE POSITIONS
ICE! Servers, Bartenders, Server Assistants, and Host/Hostess

To apply, please visit 
gaylordcareers.com prior to attending.

Questions? Simply call: 817.778.3900

Marriott International is an equal opportunity employer committed 
to hiring a diverse workforce and sustaining an inclusive culture. 
Marriott International does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability, veteran status or any other basis protected under 
federal, state or local laws.

Tekreant, Inc. seeks Master›s only/equiv.: DevOps 
Engineer (TDOE19):  Configure  servers  to  integrate  database 
and applications. Mail resume with job ID to HR: 1300 W. 
Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 259, Irving, TX 75038. Unanticipated 
work site locations throughout U.S. Foreign equivalency 
accepted.

Outside Sales Representatives Wanted
For more information call 972-870-1992

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the 
City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, October 24, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC19-
0010: 4216 S. Greenview Drive, approximately 1.511 acres. Segu 
D. Jameel owner. JDJR Engineers and Consultants, Inc., applicant. 
The applicant is requesting to amend the Comprehensive Plan from 
Business District to Neighborhood Commercial uses and a zoning 
change from S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for Single Family and 
Nursery Greenhouse uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for C-O 
(Commercial Office) and Senior Independent Living Facility uses.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0039: 936 Elwood Road, approximately 0.38 
acres. Pro Builders USA LLC, owner. Davis Land Surveying, applicant. 
The applicant is requesting a zoning change from R-6 (Single Family) 
district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) district for R-6 (Single Family) 
and R-3.5 (Two-Family) uses to subdivide the lot to allow a single family 
detached dwelling and a two-family dwelling, with exceptions to the lot 
area and lot width requirements. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC19-
0041: 2308 W. Pioneer Drive, approximately 1.165 acres. American 
786, LLC, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan from Residential Neighborhood to Neighborhood 
Commercial uses and a zoning change from S-P (Site Plan) district for 
Retail and Multifamily uses to C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) district 
uses to develop the property with a 2-story building for retail and office 
uses.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0047: 2100 Valley View Lane, approximately 
1.1354 acres. Panade, LTD, owner. Ajay Desai, applicant.  The applicant 
is requesting a zoning change from C-C (Community Commercial) 
district to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) district for Hotel and related uses to 
allow the development of a six-story, 120-room hotel with exceptions to 
the Hotel Development Standards.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0061: 101, 200 & 300 N. Rogers Rd., 
approximately 7.95 acres. SJ Irving Properties, LLC, owner. Freight 
Operations Services, LLC, applicant. Barbosa Professional Services, 
agent. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-1 (Detailed 
Site Plan) district for R-AB (Restaurant with the attendant and accessory 
use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption) 
and C-W (Commercial Warehouse) District to S-P-1 (Detailed Site 
Plan) district for R-AB (Restaurant with the attendant and accessory 
use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption) on 
Tract 1 and S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) district for C-W (Commercial 
Warehouse) uses including overnight parking of commercial vehicles as 
a principal use on Tract 2 to allow for the continued use of a restaurant 
with the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for 
on-premises consumption on Tract 1 and the development of a lot to 
allow overnight parking of commercial vehicles on Tract 2. 

ZONING CASE ZC19-0070: 4700 N. Belt Line Road, approximately 
5.9 acres. Storey Health Realty LLC, owner. Arrive Architecture Group, 
applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) district for C-O (Commercial Office), Skilled 
Nursing and Assisted Living uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) 
district for C-O (Commercial Office) and Senior Independent Living 
Facility uses to allow a Senior Independent Living Facility. 
 
ZONING CASE ZC19-0074: East side of North Lake Road and Canoe 
Drive, approximately 2.02 acres. GRBK Edgewood, LLC, owner. 
Kimley-Horn & Associates, applicant.  The applicant is requesting a 
zoning change from R-40 (Single Family) district to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) district for R-6 (Single Family) uses to allow the property to 
be developed with exceptions to the R-6 zoning district requirements.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0075: 302 W. Cason St., approximately 0.29 
acres. Rogelio & Marisela Gonzalez, owner. B&D Surveying, Inc., 
applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from R-MF-
1 (Multi Family) district to R-6 (Single-Family) district to allow for the 
development of a single family home. 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and 
express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response 
for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & 
Community Development Dept. at the address listed above during 
normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the 
Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when 
requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing 
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City 
Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

LEGAL

[in the juices] those are inflam-
matory to the lungs as well.

“Anything with sugar in it is 
going to taste sweet,” he said. 
“Breathing sugar is going to 
cause glycation in the lungs. 
The lungs were never expected 
to handle that.

“When you are diabetic, you 
have higher than normal levels 
sugar [in your blood.] When 
sugar oxidizes, it starts inflam-
ing tissues in the body. 

“Let’s say sugar is floating 
around in the bloodstream 
and it hits the lining of a blood 
vessel, and it causes a reaction 
called glycation,” Hrncir said. 
“Glycation is kind of like the 
caramelization of sugar. When 
sugar burns, it turns brown, 
that’s the glycation process. So 
that happens in the lining of a 
blood vessel in your foot. Pretty 
soon the blood vessels to that 
foot are so compromised by 
glycation it actually causes an 
amputation of a toe or a foot.

“Say glycation happens in 
the heart and that leads to a 
heart attack and stroke. What 
if that glycation is happening 
in the lungs? In every other tis-
sue in the body, glycation is a 
horrible thing. How can people 
not understand that causing 
glycation in the lungs is going 
to cause the lungs to be dam-
aged? Damage over time builds 
up from minor at first to signif-
icant over time.

“The lungs have a hard time 
repairing themselves. You start 
destroying more and more of 
the processes that allow you to 
breathe air in and oxygenate 
your blood, that just seems cra-
zy to me.”

Several recipes include su-
cralose, known commercially 
as Splenda.

“Vape pens heat juices up,” 
Hrncir said. “When you heat 
up sucralose, it’s going to re-
lease chlorinated compounds, 
which are definitely toxic. They 
are toxic to the thyroid, and the 
lung tissue.

NutraSweet could also be 
used to sweeten vape juice.

“It says on the NutraSweet 
packaging ‘do not use in cook-
ing,’ because it converts to acid 
aldehyde, a formaldehyde like 
compound. We know form-
aldehyde is not good in the 
lungs unless you are being em-
balmed,” he said.

Sugar alcohols are also used 
to sweeten vape juices. 

“The sugar alcohols like 
erythritol and ethyl maltol in 
medium doses cause diarrhea. 
They draw water into the stool. 
If it starts causing inflamma-
tion in the lungs, one of the 
proposed side effects would be 
that it might cause water accu-
mulation in the lungs. If that 
water starts getting infected, 
you have pneumonia. It’s just 
one more bad thing.

“Everyone thinks, ‘I’ll out-
think it,’ and all they do is dam-
age tissue that is not designed 
to handle toxic and noxious 
substances,” Hrncir said. 

For those who choose to mix 
nicotine into their juices, small 
variations in the amount of nic-
otine can make a big difference.

“To go from what you would 
consider a normal dosage of 
nicotine to a toxic dosage, is 
a tiny amount of nicotine,” 
Hrncir said. “Nicotine is a very 
strong stimulant. After the 
stimulant effect hits, there’s a 
depressant effect. It has a two 
phase effect.

“Nicotine is sort of a weird 
drug, and there are various 
reports about how much is 
actually lethal. We also know 
that as with a lot of poisons, the 
more you use it, the more your 
body can take.

“Way back in the pre-dark 
ages, kings would have profes-
sional poisoners on the king’s 
court who would give the king 
a small amount of poison every 
day, because poisoning was the 
main way they got rid of each 
other. They would actually 
train these kings’ bodies to be-
come more and more resistant 
to poison.

“Let’s say the average 130 
pound girl could be killed by 29 

mg of nicotine. But after she’s 
vaped or smoked nicotine for a 
while, she can tolerate 29 mg. 

“Our lungs don’t have the 
capability of detoxing. When 
we [eat], our stomach has the 
advantage of having the liver 
to detoxify anything that goes 
into the stomach. The lungs 
don’t have that advantage. You 
are talking about virgin tissue. 
Inflammation can build up. 
Anybody who knows anything 
about lungs, knows that when 
your lungs become inflamed, it 
is never going to be a good out-
come.”

Among the additional fla-
vors added to vape juice is ma-
lic acid, which brings out sour 
notes makes the flavors ‘pop.’

Some of the side effects of 
ingesting malic acid are head-
aches and diarrhea. As malic 
acid, and all the other ingre-
dients discussed in this article 
have not been studied as inhal-
ants, vape users are left to spec-
ulate as to the effect they might 
have when inhaled. 

Citric acid is often used with 
malic acid and is also used to 
enhance the flavors of citric fla-
vored juices. It is a skin irritant 
and can cause minor burns to 
those who are sensitive. 

Triacetin provides added 
mouth feel and increases fla-
vor.

When ingested triacetin’s 
side effects are rare, but tend to 
be severe including abnormal 
heart rhythm, abnormally low 
blood pressure, and decreased 
lung function. 

Ethyl vanillin, also known as 
vanillin, adds vanilla flavor.

Unlike the other agents, eth-
yl vanillin is harmful if swal-
lowed and contact with the 
skin can cause scaling, redden-
ing or blistering. It can irritate 
the respiratory tract. In 
severe cases, respiratory 
tract irritation can progress 
to acute respiratory distress 
syndrome, which may have 
a delayed onset for up to 72 
hours. Ethyl vanillin can irri-
tate or burn the esophagus and 
can cause allergic hypersensi-
tivity dermatitis or asthma with 
bronchospasm.

Salt/saline increases flavor, 
adds salty flavor.

Table salt is an inorganic 
chloride salt made of sodium 
chloride combined with iodine. 
Saline solutions are mixtures of 
non-iodized salt and boiled or 
distilled water. 

Most adults should get about 
150 micrograms of iodine per 
day. Side effects of mild io-
dine poisoning include diar-
rhea, burning sensation in the 
mouth, nausea. Consuming too 
much iodine can also lead to 
iodine-induced hyperthyroid-
ism. 

Koolada adds ‘cool’ flavor 
expression to juice. Despite re-
search, the Rambler Newspa-
per staff were unable to deter-
mine the makeup of Koolada or 
find any studies into possible 
side effects.

It is reasonable to assume 
that vape juices that are ‘gunk-
ing’ coils or leaving behind 
hard to clean slag are depos-
iting a similar residue in the 
mouth, nasal cavities, throat, 
bronchial passages, lungs and 
blood vessels leading to the 
heart. 

Vape juices are not regulated 
by the Federal Drug Adminis-
tration, which means commer-
cial producers have no obliga-
tion to inform consumers what 
ingredients are in the liquids 
they are inhaling. There are no 
industry safety standards and 
no facility inspections by reg-
ulators. 

Basic product knowledge, 
such as where vape juices are 
made, by whom, with what 
ingredients, can be kept from 
consumers unless the producer 
chooses to release the infor-
mation. Unfortunately, even if 
the vape juice ingredients are 
revealed, there are few to no 
studies indicating how people 
react to inhaling the ingre-
dients or what the long term 
consequences of vaping those 
ingredients are.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Texas Democratic Women

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Lin's Garden Chinese Restaurant,
4108 W. Airport Freeway, 75062
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was 19th-century American social reformer 
and statesman Frederick Douglass who made 
the following sage observation: "Those who 
profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate 
agitation, are men who want crops without 
plowing the ground."

* If you use Listerine to freshen your breath, 
you might be interested to know that its original 
formula is 26.9% alcohol by volume -- that 
comes out to 54-proof gargle.

* The blue whale is the largest animal known 
to have ever existed. The marine mammal is 
so large, in fact, that a grown man could swim 
through its largest blood vessels.

* Next time you're in Tinseltown, remember 

that it is unlawful to herd more than 3,000 sheep at a time down 
Hollywood Boulevard.

* In the naming of American states, there some that never quite 
made it. It's interesting to speculate about the possibilities, though. 
For instance, if you currently reside in the state of Kentucky or 
parts of Tennessee, but for the whimsy of fate, you could be a 
Transylvanian. Some people once wanted to take parts of Texas 
and Oklahoma to create the great state of Texlahoma (perhaps 
displaying a slight lack of imagination). When the Mormon church 
settled out west, Brigham Young petitioned to have the state of 
Deseret created, and the land he suggested make up the state 
included present-day Utah, almost all of Nevada and Arizona, a 
sizable chunk of California and bits of five other states. Long Island, 
in New York, even had designs on statehood at one time.

* You might be surprised to learn that in the 19th century, ice 
accounted for more shipping than any other commodity except 
cotton.
***
Thought for the Day: "The telling of jokes is an art of its own, and 
it always rises from some emotional threat. The best jokes are 
dangerous, and dangerous because they are in some way truthful." 
-- Kurt Vonnegut

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind of animal 
would be described as "leonine"?
2. THEATER: Which play features the song "The 
Impossible Dream"?
3. MYTHOLOGY: What was the Minotaur? 

4. GEOGRAPHY: The nation of Ghana is located in what part of Africa?
5. LITERATURE: What kind of car was "Christine" in the Stephen King 
novel?
6. HISTORY: What was the code name for the site where the first 
atomic bomb was detonated in 1945?
7. MUSIC: Which rock band's members included Frank Beard, Billy 
Gibbons and Dusty Hill?
8. MOVIES: In "Field of Dreams," what was the name of the baseball 
team for which Shoeless Joe Jackson played?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: Which fear is represented by the condition called 
"amaxophobia"?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: On which Hawaiian island is 
Pearl Harbor located?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. A lion
2. "Man of La Mancha"
3. A mythical creature that had the 
body of a man and the head of a 
bull
4. West Africa
5. 1958 Plymouth Fury
6. Trinity
7. ZZ Top
8. Chicago White Sox
9. Fear of riding in a car
10. Oahu
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OSWALD 
Continued from Page 1

Ruth Paine speaks about her association with Lee Harvey Oswald and his 
wife. /Photo by Caton Berry.

Wheeler from Dallas said. “I’ve 
also heard he was a bit of a neat 
freak, compulsively clean and 
neat, and I’ve gotten the feel-
ing that he was not at all what 
may have been conveyed by the 
photos of him after his arrest. 

“A close, elderly friend of 
mine relayed this to me, and 
so I’m curious to learn more 
about if there was a disconnect 
between how Ruth knew Lee 
Harvey Oswald and how histo-
ry has portrayed him.”

Paine delivered a heartfelt 
story that put many questions 
to rest. 

“Before I get into things, I 
need to explain how it was Mi-
chael Paine, my ex-husband, 
and I first came to Texas,” 
Paine said. “I was active with a 
group called the Young Friends 
Committee of North America, 
a group of high-school and col-
lege kids, or Quakers, and this 
was during the Cold War era. 
We were trying to see what we 
could do to make people be nic-
er to each other. 

“We wanted to do an ex-
change of young Quakers. 
Young people from here to 
go to Russia, and we wanted 
Russians to come to the states. 
I met Michael through this 
program at an internation-
al folk-dance. We both loved 
folk-dancing, and he taught 
me about choir singing. We got 
together with a group of people 
who were also into singing, and 
this was our community that 
we had in the Philadelphia area 
where we lived at the time. A 
couple of years went by, and we 
got married, and settled down.

“The hardest part about tell-
ing this story is 
the tremendous 
amount of grief 
it brings. I really 
admired Presi-
dent Kennedy. It 
was so sad to see 
him killed. I was 
also very close 
friends with Ma-
rina, Lee’s wife. 

“Many peo-
ple ask me why 
Marina was at 
my house during 
this time. At that 
point, Michael and I had sep-
arated, because the marriage 
just wasn’t working out. It was 
a very sad time for me. The 
two losses kind of intertwined 
in my spirit, and my feelings 
about the loss of the dream of 
a marriage and the loss of the 
dream of President Kenne-
dy. Kennedy dreamed for us 
so beautifully, what with the 
Peace Corps, and he was also 
the one who made it possible 
for us to go to the moon and 
come back. We’ve been seeing 
a lot about that on television 
recently. That’s why Marina, 
my friend, was at my house. 
She was there to support me.

“Of course, Marina also 
taught me a lot of the Russian 
language,” Paine said. “You 
can’t beat living with some-
body who is a native speaker. 
That was wonderful for me. 
I first met Lee and Marina in 
February of ’63. 

“There was a party in Dallas, 
and Michael and I were invit-
ed. He had a cold and didn’t go. 

That night, I met Lee, who en-
tertained people in the kitchen. 
I spent most of my time with 
Marina in the bedroom. She 
had a little baby, and I got her 
address and asked whether or 
not I could write her. I wrote to 
her and eventually arranged to 
actually go and visit her at their 
place in Dallas. The first time 
I went to go visit her, I discov-
ered she was expecting another 
baby. She lost that baby, and 
Lee tried encouraging her to 
go back to the Soviet Union. I 
knew she didn’t want to go, and 
so I wrote her a letter telling 
her she could come and stay at 
my house.

“Something I didn’t know at 
the time was that on March 20, 
Lee had gotten his rifle,” Paine 
said. “On April 10, Oswald had 
shot at a man named Edwin 
Walker. He actually left a note 
for Marina on what to do if he 
was sent to prison, which I’ve 
read, and I think it really gives 
a lot of insight as to what was 
going on in Lee’s mind at the 
time. 

“At first, I didn’t know about 
all of this, but Marina did. She 
found the note that evening 
when Lee hadn’t come home 
when he was expected to. She 
had gotten nervous, wondering 
where he was and found the 
note on his desk.

“On April 24, I went over to 
their home to visit, and Lee was 
all packed up to go somewhere. 
All of his things were packed 
up, and he asked if I could give 
him a ride to the bus station. 
He was planning to go to New 
Orleans to see if he could get a 
job there. Looking back, I prob-

ably suspected that 
Marina wanted to 
get him out of town. 

“The police were 
still looking for 
Edwin Walker’s 
shooter. They didn’t 
know it was him, 
yet. Marina was 
so terrified about 
what could possibly 
happen. I agreed to 
take him to the bus 
station. He wanted 
Marina to eventu-
ally join him in New 

Orleans with the children, but I 
suggested she stay at my house 
for a few days. I had a phone, so 
he could call Marina anytime 
he wanted, and I could drive 
her and the baby down to New 
Orleans. He agreed to that, and 
so that is what we did.

“I later went to visit the fami-
ly down in New Orleans. When 
I was down there, I noticed a 
toxicity in Marina and Lee’s 
relationship. I never saw him 
hit her, but I later learned that 
he did. When I got there, Lee 
was fixing to go somewhere, 
and I was very concerned that 
he was not in a position where 
he could really provide for his 
family. So, I suggested that 
Marina and the children come 
back to live with me, and he felt 
good about that. 

“At that point, Marina was 
eight months pregnant and 
hadn’t received any medical at-
tention, because they couldn’t 
afford it. However, since they 
had lived long enough in Dal-
las County, I could get her free 

care in regards to seeing how 
the pregnancy was going. Also, 
for when the baby came, I could 
get her into the hospital. I think 
Lee was grateful for that.

“He packed up our car,” 
Paine said. “Looking back, I 
realize one of the really tall, 
Marine Corps duffel backs he 
packed in the car probably 
had the rifle in it. Again, at this 
point, I didn’t know he had a 
rifle. 

“When Marina, the children, 
and I, got back to Irving, we put 
all of their things in the garage. 
After about a week or so, Lee 
came to Dallas. Lee didn’t have 
a car, and I myself had just had 
a baby, so I wasn’t able to come 
get him. He hitch-hiked, which 
worked well for him. He was 
small and tidy. The guy who 
picked him up brought him the 
whole way.

“Lee eventually got a job 
working at the Texas school-
book depository,” Paine said. 
“Marina and I had a neighbor 
with family who worked at the 
business, and so we were able 
to get him a job through that. 
Lee went to the interview and 
got the job. I later found out 
he lied on the interview, which 
doesn’t surprise me. Even 
though I only let Oswald visit 
our house on the weekends, I 
think this was a very relaxed 
setting for him. He enjoyed 
spending the weekends visiting 
his wife and children. He was 
grateful.

“Soon, Marina gave birth to 
another baby, named Rachael, 
and Lee had given us the phone 
number of a place to call in case 
the baby came, so we could let 

him know. Supposedly, this 
was the place where he was 
staying. However, we didn’t 
use it, because the baby came 
on a Sunday, and Lee was actu-
ally at the house. That worked 
out perfectly, because it was 
the evening, and the kids were 
in bed. I needed to take Marina 
to the hospital, and he could 
stay home and babysit the kids, 
which is what we did.

“That Veteran’s Day week-
end was a three-day weekend, 
and Marina asked him not to 
come out to the house that 
weekend. She felt he had over-
stayed his welcome the week-
end before when my daughter 
had a birthday party. She did 
miss him, though, and she 
asked me to dial that number 
he had given us to reach him at 
earlier. 

“When I dialed the number, 
the woman on the other end 
said that there was no Lee Os-
wald there. I hung up in confu-
sion. That Monday afternoon, 
he called Marina after work, 
and she asked him about this. 
He became furious, said he had 
been going under a different 
name, and that she shouldn’t 
have tried to reach him. They 
had a very hot argument on the 
phone. That was the week be-
fore the assassination.

“Aside from the phone inci-
dent, the week went pretty nor-
mal,” Paine said. “We were ex-
cited to see President Kennedy. 
Very excited. We hadn’t had 
TV for very long, but I watched 
the TV as the President and his 
wife were due for a breakfast in 
Fort Worth that morning. The 
breakfast caused the President 

and his wife to be a little late for 
their arrival in Dallas. On TV, 
the news reporter was trying to 
fill the time, and he mentioned 
the assassination of President 
McKinley. How is it that was so 
much in the air in Dallas? Peo-
ple were worried about Pres-
ident Kennedy’s safety, and it 
speaks to the fact that the air 
was filled with worry.

“That morning, I had to take 
my kid to a dental appoint-
ment. I left the TV on, because I 
knew when Marina got up, she 
would want to see what was go-
ing on. After I got back with my 
kid from the dentist, we all sat 
there, watching.

Paine paused for a moment. 
“Then, we heard that Pres-

ident Kennedy had been 
shot,” Paine said. “One of the 
news-people reporting on the 
event said he saw a pink cloud 
rise from President Kennedy’s 
head. At that point, I knew it 
was fatal. It was about an hour 
later when we learned that he 
had, in fact, died. It was mid-af-
ternoon when six police offi-
cers arrived at our door, saying 
they had Oswald in custody for 
shooting an officer. I knew this 
was not good.

“Eventually, the police were 
able to prove that Lee was the 
one who had shot President 
Kennedy. Sometime later, Lee 
actually called me, and asked if 
I could help him get a lawyer. I 
had very mixed feelings about 
that. He had a right to a lawyer 
and to a hearing, but I didn’t 
appreciate his asking anything 
of me at that point. 

“At this point, Marina was 

not living with me, but I had 
started getting the mail for 
Marina. Americans were very 
generous, wanting to send let-
ters and money to help out this 
young mother who was in a 
terrible spot. If they sent cash, 
I would write a check for that 
amount and send it to Marina. 
She would also ask for clothes, 
and I would send her those as 
well. Also, hooray for the Irving 
Police Department. They had 
stationed an officer in front of 
my house, and I would take the 
packages of whatever I wanted 
to send to Marina out to the of-
ficer, and he would make sure 
she got them.

“The fact Oswald had shot 
someone before he shot the 
President should have been a 
sign,” Paine said. “I do think 
it’s possible, though, that he 
wasn’t actually planning to 
shoot President Kennedy. I 
knew his personality, and if he 
had decided earlier that Thurs-
day morning, as he went to 
work, he was going to shoot the 
President, he would have taken 
his pistol with him. 

“After he shot President Ken-
nedy, he went back to where he 
was staying, got his pistol, and 
shot Officer Tippet. Then, he 
was caught at the Texas The-
atre. The arresting officer had 
been trying to grab the gun 
from him, but he wasn’t shot. 
Those are the stories I have 
about my acquaintance with 
Lee. Every time I tell this story, 
I get so many different ques-
tions. However, there is always 
one question I can never seem 
to answer, and that is, why.”

“Every time I tell this 
story, I get so many 
different questions. 

However, there is always 
one question I can never 

seem to answer,
and that is, why.”

-Ruth Paine
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Captain Vera Verbel (left) answers questions from a young lady. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Girls Soar Aviation 

Day encouraged girls to reach 
for the skies at the C.R. Smith 
Museum in Fort Worth on Sat-
urday, Sept. 21.

“Today we are hosting girls in 
grades eight through twelve,” 
Marie Eve Poirier-Harris, co-
ordinator of STEM education 
at the C.R. Smith Museum, 
said. “They are coming to be 
exposed to women in aviation. 
Women who are blazing a trail 
in either aviation or STEM 
fields. We are hoping we’re go-
ing to plant some seeds that are 
going to grow and help them 
make a choice for their career.”

In addition women in avia-
tion, the museum also featured 
a number of STEM-focused ac-
tivities and interactive exhibits, 
including flight simulators and 
binary code “jewelry.” 

“Three years ago, we 
launched our very first girls’ 
aviation day,” Poirier-Harris 
said. “At the time, we were tar-
geting a little bit of a younger 

Young women learn about 
future careers in aviation 

Youngsters learn to make binary code bracelets. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

audience, but we saw there was 
a need for older girls for this 
kind of event as well. 

“It’s great to get them when 
they’re younger, but it’s also 
important to prepare them for 
the next step. This event is the 
stepping stones into launching 
into your new career and trans-
forming your dreams into a re-
ality.”

Retired pilot Captain Vera 
Verbel was a pilot for over 33 
years, flying mostly out of Chi-
cago to international destina-
tions in Asia and Europe and 
briefly serving in the US Army 
flying Apache helicopters.

“One day, I found myself at 
the Ann Arbor Airport, where 
the University of Michigan is, 
where I was attending school,” 

Verbel said. “I watched a little 
jet land and these two people, 
the pilots, were milling around. 
In those days, you could just 
walk out to the airplane and 
say hi. I was expecting to find 
demagogues, but they were just 
people like me. It kind of did 
something to my mindset and 
I said, ‘Oh, I can do this too,’ so 
I started doing it.”

Verbel was amazed to see 
so many young women with 
a genuine interest in aviation, 
a far cry from when she was 
growing up.

“These are quality individu-
als who know what they want,” 
Verbel said. “That’s a little bit 
different to see than from when 
I was a young teenager. It’s 
kind of a social commentary, 
and I like what I see. I enjoy 
encouraging and promoting 
that within them. That’s been 
the best part so far.”

“They’re not saying, ‘I want 
to be a flight attendant,’ or ‘I 
want to be somebody in food 
service.’ They’re saying, ‘I want 
to be a fighter pilot,’ or ‘I want 
to be an aeronautical engineer 
and design the aircraft.’ In 
my day and age that was typ-
ically left to the guys. Women 
wouldn’t even consider them 
and now these young women 
are saying, ‘That’s what I’m go-
ing to do.’”

Student pilot Julie Kabel 
was excited to see not just the 
young women interested, but 
to also see the families support-

ing them. 
“I enjoy seeing mothers and 

daughters here together and 
seeing the daughters really fo-
cused on wanting to be either 
a pilot or aircraft designer or 
just have a career in aviation,” 
Kabel said. “I’m impressed by 
their maturity and their focus.

“I think flying is empower-
ing. Once you take an airplane 
off the ground, and you’re the 
only person in there, it’s up to 
you to land it and there’s some-
thing that happens inside of 
you. You figure that out, and 
you land it and then you take 
off again. I think it’s a wonder-
ful accomplishment, and it sets 
the stage for many other ac-
complishments after that.”

Poirier-Harris hopes this 
event will inspire more young 
women to pursue a career in 
aviation.

“The number of gradu-
ates in STEM fields is slowly 

dwindling,” Poirier-Harris 
said. “Girls in particular are 
an amazing group. They have 
amazing potential. We want 
them to know these choices are 
open for their careers. 

“It’s hard to dream of be-
coming an engineer if you don’t 
really know what it’s all about, 
and you don’t know if it fits 
your personality and your likes 
and dislikes. We like to say in 
this industry it doesn’t matter 
what you’re good at there’s a 
place for you. If you’re good 
with computer games, that’s 
how we train our pilots. If 
you’re good with social media, 
we have a whole social media 
team that works 24-7 for the 
airline. 

“We’re trying to start with 
what they love, what they’re 
passionate about. Then we 
show them the opportunities 
for their future.”

DEATH NOTICES

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Sandra Joe Crotzer July 8, 1939 – Sep. 24, 2019
Scott Wesley Holtkamp Dec. 14, 1964 – Sep. 28, 2019

Jerry Lane Sanchez Nov. 25, 1977 – Sep. 29, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Free Electronics Recycling
October 5, 9-11 a.m. 
Accepted: computers, laptops, print-
ers, VCRs, DVD players, TVs Not 
Accepted: hazardous material, liquids, 
broken monitor tubes, yard equipment, 
air conditioners, refrigerators Register 
at 972-237-8159 or online at www.
gptx.org/electronics-recycling 

Kid’s Fishing Day
October 5, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
At Mike Lewis Park Pond, 2410 N. 
Carrier Parkway in Grand Prairie. Free 
to children ages 16 and younger. 

DogFest DFW
October 5,⋅10 am – 1 pm
Grab your pups, family and friends 
and join us for the fifth annual DogFest 
DFW, a dog-friendly community fund-
raising event and festival. All DogFest 
proceeds benefit Canine Companions 
for Independence and its mission to 
provide expertly-trained assistance 
dogs to people with disabilities free of 
charge. Register for free, then join or 
form a team and start raising funds to 
help us reach our goal! www.cci.org/
DogFestDFW DogFest is family- and 
dog-friendly. Enjoy live music, food, 

dog and kid activities, a dog costume 
contest and a short walk ‘n roll, all 
while helping change lives. Canine 
Companions for Independence at 
Baylor Scott & White Health 7710 Las 
Colinas Ridge, Irving, Texas 75063

Biodiversity’s Fall Frolic
October 5,⋅10 am – 4 pm
Scout Sculpture Dedication and Rec-
ognition at 10:45 a.m. at the BEC. This 
will be followed by Fall Frolic stations 
opening on trails at 11am where par-
ticipants will be able to view the park 
through the eyes of the animals that 
live here. There will be live bluegrass 
music, face painting, crafts, hands 
on activities and Arbor Day station. 
Biodiversity Education Center, 367 
Freeport Parkway, Coppell, TX 75019.

Meet Your Neighbor Series
October 5, 2 pm
In order to build deeper understanding 
and empathy, Cozby Library and Com-
munity Commons’ audience members 
can ask questions of the panelists in 
a safe and comfortable environment. 
This is an opportunity for community 
members to share their experiences 
and learn from each other without 

debate or political discussion. 
In October, panelists will talk about 
LGBTQ+ experiences. This series 
of programs was developed with the 
Coppell Cultural Committee which is 
comprised of Coppell Citizens. Topics 
for the programs are generated by 
the committee or suggestions from 
community members. 

Billie Holiday at Sugar Hill
October 10,⋅6:30 – 8:00pm
Grayson Dantzic will share behind-
the-scenes anecdotes and images 
from his 20 year process of developing 
his recent book, “Jerry Dantzic: Billie 
Holiday at Sugar Hill.” Dantzic’s publi-
cation of his late father’s work serves 
as the inspiration and companion 
book for “Billie Holiday At Sugar 
Hill: Photographs by Jerry Dantzic.” 
This major Smithsonian Institution’s 
Traveling Exhibition Service [SITES] 
exhibition has the honor and distinction 
of launching its four year tour at Irving 
Art Center on Sept. 14 and will be on 
display through Nov. 17. A reception 
will be held at 6:30 PM and the talk 
will begin at 7:30 PM.

Brighter Tomorrows 
Candlelight Vigil
October 11,⋅5:30 – 6:30pm
Please, Wear purple in Honor of all 
Victims and Survivors and Abuse. 
Location: Grand Prairie Police Dept. 
Brighter Tomorrows and Grand Prairie 
Police Department has partnered with 
the community for the past 6 years to 
honor the deceased victims of domes-
tic violence. This has been our way to 
help families heal from the death of a 
loved one to say those lives will not 
be forgotten. 
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Visitors inspect Army vehicles and planes during the Wheels and Warbirds event. /Photo by Charles Dyer.

By Charles Dyer
Addison—Car enthusiasts 

and war history buffs traveled 
from across the country to see 
antique automobiles, tanks, 
planes and helicopters during 
the Cavanaugh Flight Muse-
um’s Wheels and Warbirds 
event, Sept. 21-22.

Vintage military aircraft took 
to the skies throughout the 
weekend, and guests could ar-
range to fly on certain planes. 
Aircraft like the popular UH-
1H Iroquois helicopter, also 
called a “Huey,” flew groups 
around the area as spectators 
watched from below.

As planes and helicopters 
filled the four hangars of the 
museum and littered the skies 
overhead, Pontiac owners dis-
played their coveted automo-
biles. Dozens of Pontiacs, from 
the first-generation GTO to the 
Firebird Formula 350 filled an 
entire hangar and spilled onto 
the hot concrete with their en-
gines on display.

The event was one of the mu-
seum’s two most popular of the 
year. 

“In the fall we always do an 
event with the Pontiac Associ-
ation,” Doug Jeanes, Cavana-
ugh Flight Museum’s executive 
director, said. “They do their 
southern nationals, and cars 

Vintage cars, planes featured 
during Wheels and Warbirds

come in from all over the area 
[including] Oklahoma and Lit-
tle Rock.

“We teamed up and called 
it ‘Wheels and Warbirds’ be-
cause it made sense. The Viet-
nam-era airplanes especially 
fit in with the muscle cars, and 
also it’s kind of a fun deal.”

Jeanes comes from an Air 
Force family. He was in the Air 
Force, as was his father, and 
his son recently completed his 
service. 

“We’ve kind of been around 
aviation our whole lives.” Jean-
es said. “I started out working 
on [planes] and restoring them 
for fun, and it turned into a ca-
reer.

“I think [the event is] pret-
ty popular especially with our 
generation, but you’ve got a lot 
of younger people, a lot of mil-
lennials here too. I think every-
body likes cool cars.

Everyone also likes cool 
planes. 

“The Mustang is always real 
popular,” Jeanes said. “Hope-
fully, we’ll get a ride in it, be-
cause that’s kind of everybody’s 
bucket list thing. The Huey is 
a big deal, especially with the 
Vietnam-era folks. Everybody 
knows the Huey. 

“The kids love the tank 
demo, so that’s always a fun 
thing.”

The tank was an M50 Super 
Sherman built in 1942, and for 
the demo, it was operated by 
the Armor Volunteers group 
of the museum. The three-man 
team consisted of the driver, 
Julian Banks, the loader, Dick 
Helms, and the commander, 
Jack Schulz.

The tank took thousands of 
dollars and months of labor 
on the part of 10 crew mem-
bers to restore with used tracks 
shipped from England.

Tank Commander Schulz 
began volunteering at the flight 
museum seven years ago, two 
years after moving from Chi-
cago where he retired from the 
Chicago Police Department. 
He lived right down the street 
from the museum. 

“They were flying over the 
house and I said, ‘what in the 
world,’ and that’s how I wound 
up here,” Schulz said. “I love 
the airplanes and the military 
vehicles.”

While some came to see the 
cars and military aircraft out of 
fascination and intrigue, others 
were there chasing something 
a little more sentimental.

David Wade came from Fris-
co to see the warbirds. 

“When I was a kid,” Wade 
said, “I built models of the P-51 
and the F-86. I can’t remember 
how many models I built. That 
was during the Korean War, 
so I have an emotional attach-
ment to them.

“I had a couple of Pontiac 
Trans Ams too. I wish I had 
kept the tenth anniversary one, 
because they’re getting really 
valuable.

“When I sold mine, there 
weren’t that many people beat-
ing down the doors for them. 
It was just an old used car,” he 
said.


