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Volunteers pack boxes with supplies to be delivered to troops through the Unite for Troops 
organization. /Photo by Stacey Doud.
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Save the Date!
Dedication of Irving HS Field House 

in honor of Coach Jim Bennett
This Sunday @ 4 p.m.

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

CONGRATULATIONS: Delia Jasson and Mary Ann Kellam present Magda 
Hernandez with the IHCC President's Award. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

By Aubrey Turner
Coppell—The Cozby Library 

and Community Commons in 
Coppell hosted Lance Tahmah-
kera, a Comanche tribal mem-
ber and storyteller, on Nov. 7. 
During the presentation, Tah-
mahkera described the history 
of the Comanche tribe, weav-
ing in stories from his family 
and culture in with pictures 
from his family. Tahmahkera is 
the great-great grandson of Co-
manche Chief Quanah Parker.

“Stories are important in my 
culture,” Tahmahkera said. 
“Back in the past, we did not 
have schools, but we had sto-
ries. Families used the stories 
to teach the children how to 
live. Each story had a moral. 
That is how children learned 
how to live their lives. 

“The stories that I tell are not 

boxes to ship around the world. 
The boxes are decorated on the 
inside by helpers and kids as an 
extra morale booster.

“We are shipping supplies 
to our troops worldwide,” Por-
ter said. “They are asking for 
more help because right after 
9/11 everyone was supporting 
them, but very few supplies go 
over there now. These supplies 
are going to the most desolate 
and desperate areas. We are 
free to do things like this and 
to live our lives because of our 
troops.”

The most popularly request-
ed supplies are toiletries, var-
ious snacks, socks, batteries, 
puzzle books, flip flops and 
over the counter pain relievers, 
such as Advil and Tylenol.

Four colors of ribbons were 

By Caton Berry
Irving—The National Edu-

cators for Restorative Practic-
es (NEDRP) presented a two 
day conference in the Irving 
Convention Center, Nov. 4-5. 
During the conference, teach-
ers connected with each other 
and attended lectures and pan-
els by industry professionals. 

“Each day, we want our 
guests, the teachers, to hear not 
only a powerful message, but a 
difference making message,” 
Kevin Curtis, founder of NE-
DRP, said. “Human connection 
is something Joe [Beckman] 

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Local businesses 

and individuals were honored 
at the Irving Hispanic Cham-
ber’s (IHCC) 2019 Awards Gala 
and Masquerade Ball hosted at 
the Irving Convention Center 
on Friday, Nov. 8.

“This event is what I look 
forward to every year, because 
this is where we recognize all 
the hard work of our members 
and all of the great things they 
do for our community as well 
as the entire city of Irving,” 
Mary Ann Kellam, president 
and CEO of the IHCC, said. 
“We have a lot of wonderful 
presentations to do tonight. 
We have some great people 
being recognized, and I want 
to make sure everybody enjoys 
themselves.”

Irving ISD Superintendent 
Magda Hernandez was among 
the many people honored at 
the event. She received the 
IHCC President’s Award.

“I feel very blessed to have 
the opportunity to lead the dis-
trict,” Hernandez said. “And 

Unite for Troops honors veterans

Comanche storyteller brings 
rare oral history to Coppell

available at no charge to pin 
on attendees’ shirts: red sig-
nified an active soldier, blue 
represented a retired member 
of the military, white indicated 
a family member or a friend of 
someone who is or had served, 

and gold was a special ribbon 
for veterans of WWII.

Musical entertainment in-
cluded singers and bands on 
the big stage playing songs that 

Chamber honors businesses, 
individuals at awards gala

in books. They are all passed 
down orally. They were shared 
with me as a child and through-
out my adult years. I have been 
doing talks for 25 years, and 
everyone has been respect-
ful when I come to talk about 
these stories. I feel like people 
understand how important 
these stories are to us. 

“When it comes to history, 
I only know what my family 
experienced and taught me,” 
Tahmahkera said. “There is 
always more than one side to 
a historical event like the ones 
I discussed. I can only tell you 

what I learned. But those sto-
ries were used to help us have 
pride in the culture from which 
we came.”

“I am fascinated by Texas 
history,” attendee Terry Danby 
said. “I am especially interest-
ed in the Camanche history, 
because they are such a power-
ful tribe. Quanah Parker and all 
of the Comanche lived by such 
a moral warrior code. I would 
like to invite someone who 
needs to realize that when there 

then to be honored in this way, 
with an award that not many 
people have received, in my 
short tenure in this leadership 
role. I hope that it’s one of 
many, and that we continue to 
represent Irving like they de-
serve.

“When I started as superin-
tendent, my goal was to build 
community. I think with this 
award, it’s showing that it is 
working and the culture is 

Lance Tahmahkera shares a few tribal artifacts with audience members during his talk. 
/Photo by Aubrey Turner.

Teachers share 
at education 
conference

really emphasized for us yes-
terday. Today, we’re going to 
get that same type of message, 
but from an educator who is 
currently in the classroom. He 
is an educator who currently 
has struggles, like we do. He 
has struggled both currently 
and in the past. 

“We’re honored to have Mi-
chael Bonner as our keynote 
speaker this year. He has cre-
ated an engaging learning en-
vironment where students can 

See EDUCATION CONFERENCE
 Page 6

By Stacey Doud
Irving—Unite for Troops 

held its 8th annual Veteran’s 
Day Celebration in Porter’s 
Army Navy store parking lot 

in Irving on Saturday, Nov. 9. 
A grassroots non-profit orga-
nization, Unite for Troops was 
founded two days after 9/11 by 
Cindy Porter, who felt moved 

to do something to show sup-
port for our troops, domestic 
and abroad.

During the event, volunteers 
packed donated supplies into 

VETERAN'S DAY: A patriot salutes burning flags during the flag retirement ceremony. /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.
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JOLLY OLD ST. NICK: Santa Claus aka John Rose (center) receives visitors from a cheerleading team from Oklahoma.
 /Photo by Stacey Doud.

Student musicians perform selections of music as parents and students learn about programs offered by Irving ISD. 
/Photo by Luke Schumacher.

See GO IRVING
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By Luke Schumacher
Irving—The halls of Jack E. 

Singley Academy were buzz-
ing with parents and students 
learning about the Irving ISD’s 
schools. The district hosted its 
second annual school expo, Go 
Irving! representing each of 
the 37 schools in the district on 
Nov. 9.

“Go Irving! is the largest 
school expo in the city of Ir-
ving,” Nicole Mansell, chief of 
marketing and communica-
tions for Irving ISD, said. “Par-
ents can discover their child’s 
next elementary school, middle 
school, high school, and learn 
about all of the offerings we 
have within Irving ISD.

“Two special things we an-
nounced this year are we are 
expanding to free, full-day 
pre-k for four-year-olds, and 
we are going to be offering 
free, half-day pre-K for three-
year-olds. We’re expanding 

were supportive of all military. 
Kids enjoyed their own area, 

which featured a petting zoo, 
crafts, face painting, a bounce 
house, games and even a rep-
tile exhibit. A bull ride machine 
was available for all ages who 
were brave enough to take it 
on. Canine Companions and 
the DFW Humane Society also 
brought both service dogs and 
dogs available for adoption.

Santa Claus even made a 
special trip to show his sup-
port. 

“Santa usually doesn’t come 
out this early in the year, but he 
wanted to come out and sup-
port the troops,” Porter said. 
“When he heard about it, he 
wanted to stop by in his camos 
[camouflage] in order to take 
the love and good wishes back 
to the troops as he heads back 
to the North Pole.”

Irving Police Department 
brought vehicles for kids of all 
ages to look at, including an 
official city car, as well as a Cit-
izens on Patrol car, a half-track 
MRAP (Mine-Resistant Am-
bush Protected) vehicle and a 
drone.

Veterans were encouraged to 
bring flags in need of a proper 
retirement, and a ceremony 
was held to do so in the after-
noon.

The Troops of St. George 
provided several fun offerings.

“We are a Catholic scout-
ing organization here in the 
North Texas area,” volunteer 
Paul Thies said. “We represent 
a number of different Catholic 
parishes in this region. We are 
out here today to help support 
our troops in the field and to 
participate in the Veteran’s 
Day event. 

“We have a flag retirement 
booth, so when people bring 
their flags in, we will make sure 
they are properly disposed of 
[based on rules outlined in 
the Constitution]. One of our 
leaders is raffling off a ride in 
a M*A*S*H Vietnam/Korean 
War era Bell 47 helicopter out 
at the Cavanaugh Air Museum 
in Addison. The lucky winner 
will get a 30-minute ride. We’re 
doing paintball as well. All of 
these things are to generate 
donations and 100 percent of 
everything collect will go to our 
troops via Unite for Troops.” 

The helicopter ride used in 
the raffle was true to the TV 
show M*A*S*H down to its 
4077 tail number.

Vietnam Veteran John Rose 
took over for Santa Claus when 
Santa went back to the North 
Pole. He enlisted into the Army 
at age 26 and was sent to Viet-
nam for a year as part of a re-
connaissance effort. Rose and 
four of his platoon mates lost 
their radios, so they hunkered 
down and learned Morse Code 
as a last-ditch attempt at com-
munication, because no one 
knew where they were. They 
were stranded for ten days. 
They finally received directions 
to a fire base and made it there 
on foot, where their command-
ing officers arranged transport 
home.

“What we started doing after 
we lost our receiver was to start 
going to Charlie’s [the enemy’s] 
supply depots, and we started 
re-supplying ourselves with 
weapons, ammunition and a 
lot of rice,” Rose said. “When 
we were done, we left a mes-
sage for Charlie: We blew [the 
supply depot] up. 

“We made it to the fire base, 
and we had long beards and 
nasty hair. We had hardly any 
sleep. I’m sure we were the 
sight. But they were happy to 
see us and we were sure happy 
to see them.

“After we made it to the fire 
base, we were all laying on the 
floor. One of the guys said, 
‘Lieutenant, are those guys 
asleep? They aren’t paying at-
tention.’ The Lt said, ‘They’re 
asleep, but make sure you don’t 
make any loud noises, because 
they’ll wake up real fast and be 
ready to fight,” Rose said.

Fortunately, Rose does not 
suffer from Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) like 
so many of veterans do. There 
were several booths at the 
event collecting donations for 
programs to help with the tran-
sition to “normal” life as well 
as to fund programs to provide 
mental health services to veter-
ans who need it.

M*A*S*H: Troops of St. George raffle off a ride in this Bell 47 Helicopter as 
featured in the TV show M*A*S*H. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

Irving ISD school expo displays schools, programs

that across the district, so it’s 
going to be offered in every el-
ementary school. We’re bring-
ing pre-K for four-year-olds to 
your neighborhood school. The 

three-year-old program will be 
at our early childhood campus-
es.”

Joe Bauman, a parent, is in-
terested in the pre-K programs, 

because he has two young chil-
dren.

“One will be four next year, 
and [the other is] a toddler still 
in day care,” Bauman said. “I 

just discovered that pre-K will 
be housed in the elementary 
schools next year. The key thing 
[my wife and I] are interested 
in is that we get the sense of the 
teachers want to be there. We 
want teachers and faculty who 
appear to be involved.” 

In addition expanding ser-
vices for younger children, Ir-
ving ISD will be rolling out a 
new program in 2020.

“Another big announce-
ment is the opening of Singley 
Collegiate Academy,” Mansell 
said. “[It] will open next Au-
gust and will be housed [in 
Singley Academy]. Think of 
it as a school within a school. 
It’s open to any incoming 
ninth-grader. It will give stu-
dents the opportunity to earn 
up to two years of college or an 
associate degree, tuition free 
when they’re in high school. 
They will walk across the high 
school stage with their diploma 

and a college degree. It’s a sav-
ings of about $50,000.”

“I’m most excited about 
creating an opportunity for 
students who are interested 
in starting college early and 
getting a jumpstart into going 
into a four year institution,” 
Harleigh Jones, associate 
principal of Singley Collegiate 
Academy, said. “We are really 
setting these kids up for suc-
cess, and we’re going to work 
with them about their plans 
[after graduation].”

Applications opened for Sin-
gley Collegiate Academy on 
Nov. 11 and the deadline is Jan. 
17. They can be found on the 
district’s website. 

The event also showcased all 
of the district’s distinct Signa-
ture Studies programs.

“At every one of our high 
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

See HEALTH
Page 6

MASQUERADE: (Left to right) Brandon Hood, Bryena Hood, Chris Horne, Melynda Horne, and Caleb Nesbutt enjoy the award 
ceremony. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Wreaths Across America
Saturday,  December 14, 2019, 11 A.M.

Oak Grove Memorial Gardens
Honoring Veterans is important.  Thus, we wanted to bring awareness of this program to 
you and families of veterans our staff ’s had the honor of serving this past year - if you would 
like to participate by purchasing one, three, ten or more wreaths; or to attend the ceremony 
on December 14th; and/or to volunteer your time the day of the ceremony.  

By Charles Dyer
Grand Prairie—The Grand 

Prairie Lions Club hosted a 
community health fair and dia-
betes expo at the Travis World 
Language Academy gym on 
Saturday, Nov. 9. 

The event connected individ-
uals to information that might 
benefit their overall health and 
well-being while also offering 
music and crafts. 

As the local YMCA led a 
Zumba class on stage, Esmer-
alda Rodriguez, Grand Prairie 
ISD’s director of community 
and family engagement, dis-
cussed the event. She is also 
the second vice district gov-
ernor of the Lions Club Inter-
national 2-X1 District and the 
organizer of the fair.

“The main goal is to try to 
work together as different 
groups in a unified way and 
provide outreach,” Rodriguez 
said. “For example, [provid-
ing] medical, dental insurance 
information so that families 
can make better decisions or 
the best decisions for their chil-
dren to help them be academi-

changing.”
Frank Lorea, owner of ASH 

Automated Packaging System 
Inc, received the Entrepreneur 
of the Year award. He and his 
family started their business in 
Irving in 1981.

“It is an honor and a pleasure 
to be up here with these various 
esteemed business owners,” 
Lorea said upon receiving his 
award. “This is something that 
I would have never dreamed 
up. My wife and I moved up 
here in 1963 with $40 in our 
pocket, went through various 
jobs, opened up our business. 

Lions Club hosts community health expo

Now we truly have a family 
business, and we’re very for-
tunate to have a very strong 
family.”

David Schoemaker, 
vice-president and managing 
partner of Toyota of Irving, was 
the recipient of the chamber’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

“I think it’s very heartwarm-
ing that I could do something 
for the Irving Hispanic Cham-
ber and got something back for 
it,” Schoemaker said. “I didn’t 
expect anything tonight, but 
it’s very special. We support 
them with whatever efforts 
they need us to do. We’re out 
there to help, and they reward 
us back with a trophy.”

This year also introduce a 
brand new award: The IHCC 
Education Foundation Ap-
preciation Award, which was 
awarded to Dr. Robert Bay-
less of Precision Orthopedics 
& Sports Medicine for their 
involvement with helping the 
chamber provide funds for a 

homeless Irving ISD student to 
attend college.

The complete list of winners 
is as follows: 

Volunteer of the Year: Kari-
na Rodriguez-Colin

Ambassadors of the Year: 
Christina Rodriguez and Rey-
mundo Torres

Business of the Year: Hugo’s 
Invitados

Entrepreneur of the Year: 
Frank Lorea

Corporation of the Year: 
DFW International Airport

Partner of the Year: Regional 
Hispanic Contractors Associa-
tion

Non-Profit of the Year: The 
Highlands School

Lifetime Achievement: Da-
vid Schoemaker

President’s Award: Magda 
Hernandez

Gracias Award: Oscar Ward
IHCC Education Foundation 

Appreciation Award: Dr. Rob-
ert Bayless & Precision Ortho-
pedics and Sports Medicine 

Toyota of Irving VP Davis Schoemaker receives the Lifetime Achievement award from 
Delia Jason and Mary Ann Kellam. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

(Left to right) Esmeralda Rodriguez, John Wicker, Billy Ketner, James Chemp, and Raju Kattady welcome visitors to the health fair.  
/Photo by Charles Dyer.

cally successful.”
The problem, Rodriguez 

pointed out, is families are un-
aware of certain services avail-
able to them.

“We have families that are 
uninsured or don’t have any 
insurance,” Rodriguez said. 
“We’re just trying to come to 
the community instead of ask-
ing the community to come to 
the organizations or agencies.”

More than 40 organizations 
and businesses participated in 
the health fair, which not only 
focused on overall health but 
specifically addressed diabetes. 

“We have so many people 
who are getting diagnosed with 
diabetes, especially children,” 
Rodriguez said. “Instead of us 
waiting around, we decided as 
2-X1 Lions to partner with our 
[school] district and to be more 
proactive and to get more in-
formation out about diabetes.

“[We] teach young people 
and kids how to better take 
care of themselves, so they can 
know how to manage it if they 
have it or how to be more pre-
ventative.”

Lions Club International 
provides social services like af-
fordable health exams, glasses, 
and blood tests to those who 
cannot afford them elsewhere.

Susanna Ramirez, Grand 
Prairie ISD assistant superin-
tendent of early education and 
family engagement, was excit-
ed to partner with Lions Club 

for the health fair and expo 
because the partnership com-
plements their role as a school 
district.

“We not only take care of 
the child’s mind, but we want 
to take care of them physi-
cally and mentally,” Ramirez 
said. “This is just another way 
of showing the community we 
care about them.”

The Irving DFW Indian Li-
ons Club was a major contrib-
utor to the health fair. Their 
table handed out informa-
tion about their Primary Care 

Clinics of North Texas. These 
clinics provide for the underin-
sured and the uninsured in the 
community with flat fees and 
affordable services. According 
to their website, they’ve served 
over 70,000 patients since 
their opening in 2003.

Raju Kattady is the secretary 
for one of the Lions Clubs in 
the Irving area that sponsors 
the clinics. 

“It’s really valuable for peo-
ple who don’t have insurance,” 
Kattady said. “It helps them get 
the help they need whether or 

not they can afford it.
“It’s not like you’re being 

treated by anything less than 
a doctor. They’re all volunteer 
M.D.s.”

The gym filled with a variety 
of tables, all having something 
to do with the overall health of 
the community. One of the ta-
bles had the Grand Prairie ISD 
All Pro Dads Club, which is an 
organization devoted to mak-
ing sure fathers are involved 
in children’s lives. Banks and 
medical practices setup for the 
event as well. 

A popular table was the 
Grand Prairie Police Depart-
ment’s Unidos, an outreach 
program for the city’s Hispan-
ic community. Juan Almazan 
works as the Unidos program 
coordinator.

“I present everything in 
Spanish that is available in En-
glish, whether it’s about I.D. 
theft, how to not fall for frauds, 
social media safety, and home 
security,” Almazan said. “We 
want them to be informed.”

He said the Hispanic com-
munity is particularly vulner-
able to fraud, because part of 
the problem is the language 
barrier. 

“One time we were talking 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 41-56 AND 41-57 OF 
ARTICLE IX ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL DRAINAGE UTILITY SYSTEM” 
OF CHAPTER 41 ENTITLED “WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS” OF 
THE CODE OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, SETTING A NEW SCHEDULE OF DRAINAGE 
FEES; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas (the “City 
Council”) has, pursuant to its City Charter, statutory, and Constitutional 
authority, established the Irving Municipal Drainage Utility System (the 
“System”) within the municipal boundaries of the City of Irving, Texas 
(the “City”) by Ordinance No. 6111 on April 16, 1992, in the interest 
of the general public to protect the public health and safety from loss 
of life and property caused by surface water overflows, surface water 
stagnation, and pollution arising from nonpoint source runoff within the 
boundaries of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the provisions of Texas Local Gov’t Code Ch. 402, 
Subchapter C, have been renumbered and amended since the System 
was established in 1992, and said provisions are currently codified in 
Texas Local Gov’t Code Ch. 552, Subchapter C, entitled the “Municipal 
Drainage Utility Systems Act” (the “Act”), as now existing or as amended; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to adjust and revise the current 
schedule of drainage charges and provide rules for the use and 
operation of the System and prescribe and establish fees, together with 
the assessment, levy, and collection thereof to finance and fund the 
System, including funding of future drainage system construction; and 

WHEREAS, the established Service Area for the System is defined 
as the corporate boundaries of the City of Irving, Texas, as those 
boundaries are altered from time to time in accordance with state law 
and the Charter and ordinances of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the bases for the drainage 
charges set forth herein are directly related to drainage and the terms of 
the levy, and the classification of benefited properties set forth herein is 
nondiscriminatory, equitable, and reasonable; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, in setting the schedule of charges for 
drainage services, has based its calculations on an inventory of the lots 
and tracts within the Service Area; and 

WHEREAS, in setting such schedule of charges for drainage service, 
the City Council, has considered the land uses made of the benefited 
properties, and the size, in area, and the number of water meters of the 
benefited properties; and 

WHEREAS, the City has inspected and inventoried the System and 
identified future drainage system construction needs and hereby levies 
thirty-three percent (33%) in the drainage charge in contribution to 
the funding of future System improvements, including replacement, 
new construction, repair, or maintenance of the System, which shall 
be segregated and completely identifiable in the City’s accounts as 
provided by Section 552.049 of the Act.  

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the schedule of charges set forth 
in this ordinance and the rates upon which such schedule of charges 
was calculated are equitable for similar services in all areas of the 
Service Area; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has held a public hearing on the charges 
levied and imposed herein after publishing notice of such ordinance and 
public hearing as required by the Act.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS:

SECTION 1.  That the recitals and findings above are hereby made a 
part of and incorporated into this ordinance as if fully set forth herein. 

SECTION 2.  That Sections 41-56 and 41-57 of Article IX “Municipal 
Drainage Utility System”, of Chapter 41 of The Code of Civil and 
Criminal Ordinances of the City of Irving, Texas, are hereby amended 
to read as follows:
 
Sec. 41-56. - Established. 
(a)  The City Council finds it to be in the interest of the general public to 
protect the public health and safety from loss of life and property caused 
by surface water overflows, surface water stagnation, and pollution 
arising from nonpoint source runoff within the established Service Area 
and further finds that to protect such public interests: 

(1) The City will establish a schedule of drainage charges against all real 
property in the Service Area subject to charges under Texas Local Gov’t 
Code Ch. 552, Subchapter C, entitled the “Municipal Drainage Utility 
Systems Act” (the “Act”), as now existing or as amended; 

(2) The City will provide drainage for all real property within the Service 
Area on payment of drainage charges, except real property exempted 
under the Act; 

(3) The City will offer such drainage service on nondiscriminatory, 
reasonable, and equitable terms; and 

(4) The City may fix rates for drainage charges in advance and may 
change, adjust, and readjust the rates and charges for drainage service 
from time to time in accordance with the Act.  
 
(b) The Irving Municipal Drainage Utility System (the “System”) is 
hereby established and declared to be a public utility. The City shall 
have full authority to operate the System pursuant to the authority given 

and contained under Article XI, Section 5, of the Texas Constitution; the 
Charter; and the Act, as now existing or as amended.
 
(c) The City Council will, by ordinance, adopt and enforce rules it 
considers appropriate for the operation of the System, consistent with 
its authority and state law.
 
(d)  Prior to the levy of any drainage charges for the financing and 
funding of the System, the Irving City Council shall publish notice and 
hold a public hearing on such charges pursuant to the Act.

(e)  “Service Area” means the corporate boundaries of the City of Irving, 
Texas, as those boundaries are altered from time to time in accordance 
with state law and the Charter and ordinances of the City.

(f)  The applicable definitions provided in the Act are hereby adopted in 
their entirety as if fully set forth in this ordinance.  
Sec. 41-57. - Schedule of drainage charges.
 
(a)  The city manager, or the city manager’s designee, may annually 
recommend a schedule of drainage charges and the City may adopt 
it in the budget and levy the charges against all real property in the 
Service Area that is subject to drainage charges under the Act.  Unless 
a person’s lot or tract is exempted under this ordinance, the person may 
not use the drainage system for the lot or tract unless the person pays 
the full, established, drainage charge. 
(b)  The city may bill drainage charges, identified separately, with the 
City’s other public utility billings.  All bills for drainage utility charges are 
due and must be received by the City of Irving, Customer Service Office, 
before 5:00 p.m. on the due date shown on the bill. The due date is 
defined as the date shown on the bill, which is twenty-five (25) calendar 
days from the date bills were mailed. 
(c)  Unpaid bills; penalty: 
(1)  Any charge due hereunder which is not paid when due may be 
recovered in an action at law or in equity by the City, including fixture of 
a lien against the property, as allowed by law. The City may discontinue 
any utility services, including drainage utility services, provided by 
the City to any customer, and may assess penalties and recover any 
additional charges in accordance with the Act and Section 52-8 of this 
Code.       
(2)  Service will be resumed to any person, firm, corporation, or customer 
whose service has been discontinued upon payment of the overdue bill, 
plus the assessed penalty, plus an additional amount to cover the cost 
of disconnecting and resuming service as provided in Section 52-8 of 
this Code. 
(3)  The City shall have access, at all reasonable times, to any benefitted 
properties served by the drainage utility for inspection or repair or for the 
enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance and the Act.  
(d) The schedule of drainage charges (rates and fees) for 
municipal drainage utility services under this article shall be as follows:

(1)Residential property:

a. Single-family zoned property.

1.Base flat rate fee.

(i) Property zoned and developed for townhouse use under R-TH 
Townhouse, site plan, Planned Unit Development (PUD), Heritage 
Crossing District (HCD), or Transit Oriented Development (TOD) zoning 
for said use by Ordinance No. 1144 shall be charged four dollars and 
fifty cents ($4.50) per month per unit.

(ii) Property zoned and developed for duplex use under R-3.5 Two-
family, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said use by Ordinance 
No. 1144 shall be charged four dollars and fifty cents ($4.50) per month 
per unit.

(iii) Property zoned and developed for single family residential use 
under R-40, R-15, R-10, R-7.5, R-6, R-PH, R-ZL, R-ZLa, R-SFA or site 
plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said use by Ordinance No. 1144 on 
a lot of less than five thousand (5,000) square feet shall be charged four 
dollars and fifty cents ($4.50) per month per unit.

(iv) Property zoned and developed for manufactured home use under 
R-MH Manufactured Home, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for 
said use under Ordinance No. 1144 shall be charged six dollars ($6.00) 
per month per manufactured home.

(v) Property zoned and developed for single family residential use under 
R-40, R-15, R-10, R-7.5, R-6, R-PH, R-ZL, R-ZLa, R-SFA, or site plan, 
PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said use by Ordinance No. 1144 on a lot 
of five thousand (5,000) square feet or more shall be charged six dollars 
($6.00) per month per unit.

b.  Multifamily.

1. Base flat rate fee per parcel for land zoned and developed for triplex 
and four-unit apartment house use under R-2.5 and R-XF, site plan, 
PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning under Ordinance No. 1144 shall be charged 
fifteen dollars and seventy-two cents ($15.72) per month per complex.

2. Property zoned and developed for multifamily uses under R-MF-
1, R-MF-2, R-MF-O, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said 
uses under Ordinance No. 1144 or property zoned and developed 
multifamily under Ordinance No. 1144 and subject to a condominium 
regime shall be charged $0.0015 per square foot of impervious area 
per month; however, that part of the property held and maintained in 
its natural state until such time that the property is developed and all of 
the public infrastructure constructed has been accepted by the city for 
maintenance shall be exempt from these fees.

(2) Commercial/industrial property:  The fee for property zoned and 
developed for commercial or industrial uses under P-O, C-O, C-N, 

C-C, C-OU-1, C-OU-2, C-OU-3, C-W, FWY, M-FW (not developed for 
multifamily uses), ML-20, ML-20a, ML-40, ML-120, IP-AR, C-P, R-AB, 
AG, S-P-1, S-P-2, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said uses 
under Ordinance No. 1144 shall be as follows:

a. Base flat rate fee for a parcel so zoned and developed one to ten 
thousand (10,000) square feet in size shall be thirteen dollars and fifty 
cents ($13.50) per month.

b. Base flat rate fee for a parcel so zoned and developed ten thousand 
one (10,001) to twenty thousand (20,000) square feet in size shall be 
twenty-seven dollars ($27.00) per month.

c. Base flat rate fee for a parcel so zoned and developed twenty 
thousand one (20,001) to forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet in 
size shall be fifty-four dollars ($54.00) per month.

d. Fee for parcels forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet in size or 
greater so zoned and developed shall be $0.0015 per square foot 
of impervious area per month; however, that part of a parcel held 
and maintained in its natural state until such time that the property is 
developed and all of the public infrastructure constructed has been 
accepted by the City for maintenance shall be exempt from these fees.

(3) Exemptions:  The following are exempt from the provisions of any 
rules or ordinances adopted by the City pursuant to the Act:
a. property with proper construction and maintenance of a wholly 
sufficient and privately owned drainage system;

b. property held and maintained in its natural state, until such time that 
the property is developed and all of the public infrastructure constructed 
has been accepted by the municipality in which the property is located 
for maintenance;

c. a subdivided lot, until a structure has been built on the lot and a 
certificate of occupancy has been issued by the municipality in which 
the property is located; 

d. the state of Texas, its agencies, and public institutions of higher 
education; and

e. real property owned or controlled by the City constituting the System, 
including public streets, rights-of-way, facilities, and infrastructure that 
provide drainage service.

(4) No effect on land owner obligations under city ordinances; no waiver 
of immunity.
 
a. The establishment of the drainage utility by the City does not relieve 
private land owners, developers, other individuals and entities from their 
responsibility for complying with the obligations of other ordinances 
of the City or laws of the state or federal government that relate to 
floodplain and storm water management.

b. The establishment of the drainage utility does not imply or warrant that 
a benefitted property will be free from flooding, storm water pollution, 
or stream erosion. The City makes no representation or warranty that 
all existing or future drainage problems will be remedied. This article 
does not create additional duties on the part of the City or create new 
liability or remedies for any flooding, stream erosion, deterioration of 
water quality, or other damages. Nothing in this article shall be deemed 
to waive the City’s immunity under law or reduce the necessity, if any, 
for flood insurance. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be cumulative of all other ordinances 
of the City of Irving and shall not repeal any of the provisions of said 
ordinances except in those instances where provisions of those 
ordinances are in direct conflict with the provisions of this ordinance.
SECTION 4. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance shall be 
deemed to be severable and that if the validity of any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, word, or phrase of this ordinance shall be declared to 
be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of any other section, 
subsection, sentence, clause, word, or phrase of this ordinance.
SECTION 5. That any person, firm, or corporation violating any of 
the terms or provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to the same 
penalties provided for in Section 41-71 and/or Chapter 1, Section 
1-6 “General Penalty; Continuing Violations” of the Code of Civil and 
Criminal Ordinances of the City of Irving, Texas, as applicable and as 
amended.
SECTION 6. That nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to affect 
any prosecution currently pending, or any suit or proceeding currently 
proceeding in any Court, or any liability incurred, or any cause or causes 
of action acquired or existing, under any act or prior ordinance, nor shall 
any legal right or remedy of the City of any character be lost, impaired, 
or affected by this ordinance.
SECTION 7. That the new rates established by this ordinance shall take 
effect upon second reading on January 16, 2020.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on first reading on December 12, 2019.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on second and final reading on  , 
2020.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

Public hearing review will be held at Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd. 
Irving, TX 75060 on December 12 at 7 p.m. and January 16 at 7 p.m.

EMPLOYMENT

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.

Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as 
Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) is proposing to construct two small 
cell monopole communications towers in the vicinity of Irving, Dallas 
County, TX. The heights and locations for the proposed installations are 
as follows: 37-foot 4-inch tower located at the approx. vicinity of 855 
Lake Carolyn Parkway, 75039, Lat: [32-52-04.28], Long: [-96-55-56.90]; 
37-foot 4-inch tower at the approx. vicinity of 397 E Las Colinas Blvd, 
75039, Lat: [32-51-47.70], Long: [-96-56-06.62]. 

Developer Sr. IT App – ADT – Irving, TX. Design & support apps thru 
PLC. Deploy integrated solutions enterprise-wide. Assist in design, 
coding, testing, debugging, & documentation & component and 
data architecture design, SW, production evaluation, and buy/build 
recommends. Coordinate, execute, assess, and troubleshoot SW 
programs & apps. Master’s or equiv. in CS, CE or rel. & at least 3 yrs 
exp. as SW Dev/Engr. In alt., bach  or equiv. & at least 5 yrs of as SW 
Dev/Engr. At least 2 yrs w/: dev on Java, J2EE, Servlets, JSP, EJB, 
HTML, CSS, SOAP & RESTful Web srvcs; dev websites, templates, 
components, dialogs & widgets using AEM/Adobe CQ5 prod. ste incl. 
WCM, CQSE, CRX & DAM; wrkng on large-scale integr’n of WebSphere 
commerce & Web content mgmnt proj. w/mltpl vendors; JavaScript incl. 
AJAX/JSON & JavaScript frmwrks like jQuery/Ext JS; var. CQ5/AEM 
modules like Apache Sling, Apache Felix & OSGi; & accessing SQL 
DBs like Oracle & & writing queries. Resume to Kevin Parlett, Talent 
Specialist, ADT, 1501 Yamato Road, Boca Raton, FL, 33431.

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details

GO IRVING
Continued from Page 2

schools, we have incredible 
pathways that you can study,” 
Mansell said. “For example, 
Irving High School has an avia-
tion program [where students] 
are learning and in cockpit sim-
ulations. If you’re interested in 
aviation, Irving High school is 
the high school to go to.

“One of my favorites is at 
Nimitz High School. They have 
a veterinary sciences program 
where you can go and have 
your dog groomed, get vac-
cinations, and these kids are 
learning how to become a vet-
erinarian or a vet tech. There is 
something for every child.”

Other Signature Studies 
programs include automotive, 
architecture and construction, 
innovative technology, health 
and biomedical sciences, law 
and public service, cosmetolo-
gy and more. 

“We’re entering a new phase 
of education,” Mansell said. 
“We have moved into an age of 
choice for parents.”

“I’m really glad [Irving ISD] 
has all [the schools] in one 
place,” Bauman, a parent, said. 
“We’re able to pick out schools 
that may work out better logis-
tically or have programs we’re 
interested in.”

Keep up with all the latest education news at 

RamblerNewspapers.com 
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was novelist, poet and playwright Gertrude 
Stein who made the following sage observation: 
"Everybody knows if you are too careful, you are 
so occupied in being careful that you are sure to 
stumble over something."

* If you're like the average American, you will eat 
about 150 bananas this year -- 26 pounds' worth. 

* A researcher in Britain calculated that local 
farmland contains more than 2 million spiders per 
acre. Must be small ones, I'd say.

* Up until the 1500s, the accepted way of dealing 
with a patient who was hemorrhaging was to 
cauterize the wound, often with boiling oil or red-
hot irons. It was in the latter part of the 16th century 
that a French surgeon named Ambroise Pare 

began tying off the broken blood vessels with cord. That's pretty much 
what surgeons do today. 

* Some people enjoy novelty when dining out, but restaurateurs take 
a big risk when adding new items to a menu; it seems that less than a 
third of diners will actually try a new menu item.

* The White House was not designed by an American. It was Irish 
architect James Hoban who won the competition to create the 
architectural plans for the home of the political leader of the United 
States. 

* The name of the state of Vermont comes from the French "mont vert," 
which means "green mountain." (If the explorers who named the state 
saw green mountains, they obviously were not there in the winter.)

* Two-thirds of all Tony award-winning composers and lyricists have 
been Jewish.
***
Thought for the Day: "I don't trust a man who uses the word evil 18 
times in 10 minutes. If you're half evil, nothing soothes you more than 
to think the person you are opposed to is totally evil." -- Norman Mailer

1. GEOGRAPHY: In which two U.S. states is the 
Gila River located?
2. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin suffix 
Ðarium mean?

3. LITERATURE: Which 19th-century novel begins with the line, "For 
many days we had been tempest-tossed."
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: In what year did President Richard Nixon resign 
from office?
5. MUSIC: Who had the 1970s hit "Paradise by the Dashboard Light"?
6. MEASUREMENTS: How long is a span, as mentioned in the Bible?
7. HISTORY: What was the code name of the Allies' invasion of North 
Africa in World War II?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which organization did Juliette Low found 
in 1912?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What abnormal fear is represented in the condition 
called atychiphobia?
10. TELEVISION: What was the number of the mobile hospital 
unit in the TV drama "M*A*S*H"?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Arizona and New Mexico
2. A place associated with a specific 
thing, such as planetarium.
3. "The Swiss Family Robinson"
4. 1974
5. Meat Loaf
6. About 9 inches
7. Operation Torch
8. Girl Scouts
9. Fear of failure
10. 4077th
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HEALTH
Continued from Page 3

Community members pray together during the celebration.  /Photo by India Edwards.

EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
Continued from Page 1

Teachers buy books during the conference. /Photo by Caton Berry.

Johanne Dorothy O’Donnell 
was born and raised in Auburn, 
NY by her parents Terrance 
and Dorothy O’Donnell. She 
attended Holy Family Cath-
olic School and in 1960, she 
received her RN license after 
attending St. Mary’s hospital 
school of nursing in Rochester, 
NY. She worked at Auburn Me-
morial Hospital in Auburn, NY 
until marrying Russell Heuer. 
The couple moved to Roches-
ter, NY and Johanne worked 
at her Alma Mater, years later 
as a Visiting Nurse in Orlando, 
FL. Moving to Texas she was a 
compliance manager for sever-
al Long Term Care companies, 
traveling to cities across the 
state, with some homes in other 
states and a surveyor for Texas’ 
department of human services. 
Throughout her nursing career, 
she held a license in five states. 
She was an active member of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton Cath-
olic Church, where she was on 
the bereavement committee, a 
member of the Ladies Auxilia-
ry of the Knights of Columbus 
in Irving, and a charter mem-

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Skip Brice July 17, 1956 – Nov.6, 2019 
John “Jack” Deardorff Oct. 4, 1927 – Nov. 7, 2019 

John “Papa John” Dixon July 10, 1926 – Nov. 9, 2019
Verda Verlene Burns Dec. 18, 1923 – Nov. 11, 2019 
Jackie Mae Rexroat April 16, 1932 – Nov. 12, 2019 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Billie Prince July 4, 1931 – Nov. 5, 2019
Frances Foster June 18, 1930 – Nov. 7, 2019
Isabel Donato April 15, 1925 – Nov. 7, 2019

LaFerne Ribble October 22, 1931 – Nov. 11, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES
JOHANNE DOROTHY O’DONNELL 

ber of the Catholic Daughters 
of America at St. Elizabeth. 
Johanne came from a Catholic 
family. Two of her uncles were 
priests, Father John O’Donnell, 
Dansville, NY and Father Fran-
cis Hester, Spencerport, NY. 
Her three aunts were Nuns, 
Sister Edwina, Sister Pauline, 
and Mother Rose Miriam all 
in Rochester, NY. She enjoyed 
bingo and was an avid reader, 
carrying a book with her most 
of the time until her illness. 
Johanne was preceded in death 
by her Mother and Father, Ter-
rance and Dorothy O’Donnell; 
Brother and Sister-In-Law, 
John F. O’Donnell and Eve-
lyn O’Donnell; Uncles, Father 
Francis Hester and Father 
John O’Donnell; Aunts, Sister 
Edwina Hester, Sister Pau-
line and Mother Rose Miriam. 
Johanne is survived by her Hus-
band of 58 years, Russell Heu-
er, Son, Mark Heuer, Daughter 
and Son-In-Law, Karen and 
Steven Freedman, Grandson, 
Nicholas Kohler, Nephews: Pat 
(Suzanne, daughter Renee), 
Kevin (Jill, daughters Sheri, 
Heather, Jennifer, Tami), 
Dennis (Diane, daughters 
Rebecca, Denise) and Sean 
O’Donnell (son TJ) and Niece 
Ann Fenton (Kyle, son Kyle, 
daughter Allyson), thirteen 
great-grandchildren; and their 
great grandnieces/nephews. 
Memorial Mass: 11:00 am, 
Monday, November 18, 2019 at 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-
lic Church in Keller. A recep-
tion is to follow the service at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall. 

To place your loved ones 
obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers

Contact Tricia Sims at 

design@ramblernewspapers.net

or call (972) 870-1992 

for more details

be productive. Michael was 
honored for his positive and in-
novative approaches in provid-
ing a framework for education 
for all children. He has since 
released the first augmented 
reality children’s book with 
original characters, ‘Embrac-
ing.’” 

“I really believe there is po-
tential for positive change in 
today’s education system, and I 
am glad there are conferences 
like this that help bring that 
change about,” Michael Bon-
ner said. “I believe all teachers 
should collaborate with one 
another. We are not all one 
person. We are all a team. I’m 
always trying to reach out to 
others and learn. A phenom-
enal teacher is a phenomenal 
student.

“I always try to explain 
to people that I love being a 
teacher. When I got to go on 
Ellen [DeGeneres] two years 
ago, that really opened my eyes 
and mind to the beauty that 
can truly happen inside of ed-
ucation. That was a moment 
God allowed to happen, so I’d 
be able to see what I can do. 

“My students actually got to 
go on the show with me, which 
was phenomenal. For one of 
my female students, it was ac-
tually her first time on an air-
plane. I loved that moment. 
Ellen spent $18,000 alone on 
these students. They were able 
to fly all the way out to Califor-
nia, and for a week, I was able 
to treat them as if we were in 
the wealthy upper tax bracket. 
We were able to go out to eat, 
and the kids could get whatever 
they wanted.

“I would never do anything 

[with community members] 
and the question came up of if 
you died here, how would your 
loved one or yourself get back 
to your country?” Almazan 
said. “We invited funeral 
homes, and they talked about 
the laws and requirements.

“We’re hoping that by in-
forming the community, 
assimilating them into the 
[broader] community, that 
their quality of life increases.

“If you’ve got a $100,000 in 
the bank, but you’re afraid to 
leave your house because you 
don’t know if you’re going to be 

other than be a teacher. I would 
never be an administrator, be-
cause I love being inside of the 
classroom,” Bonner said. “Kin-
dergarteners, especially, have 
a way of brightening up your 
world. They aren’t concerned 
about taxes or anything like 
that. All they care about is juice 
boxes and getting that booger 
out of their nose. They will 
also teach you lessons about 
yourself. If you are a phenom-
enal teacher, your students will 
open up to you. I now teach in 
Atlanta, Georgia, at a non-prof-
it middle school. That is great, 
because all of the donations go 
directly to the students.

“At 29 years old, I’m laugh-
ing, because the world is 
changing, and shifting before 
our very eyes,” Bonner said. 
“There is an amazing quote out 
there which says ‘21st century 
kids are being taught by 20th 
century adults using a 19th 
century curriculum with tech-
niques from an 18th century 
calendar.’ That quote makes 
me wonder how we can make 
education better for our stu-
dents going forward.”

Roxanna Barnes, a preven-
tion and safe schools specialist 
from Alief ISD, theorizes that 
one way to improve education 
for students is to provide for 
the students’ basic needs. 

“There are some things our 
students need in order to be 
emotionally available to learn 
from us,” Barnes said. “We 
have to make sure that their 
basic needs are met. We have 
to make sure that our kids have 
eaten breakfast, and they have 
clean clothing. 

“Some of us teachers have 

kids who are homeless. That’s 
the reality, but a teacher won’t 
know it until they have become 
family with that child. When a 
child feels comfortable enough 
to share those things with their 
teacher, that teacher is success-
fully building a relationship 
with that student. Some kids 
might have a home to go back 
to, but it isn’t safe, because 
of some kind of emotional or 
physical abuse going on. Illegal 
activities might be going on in 
the home. Some of these kids 
might have a place to go home 
to every day, but that place is 
dangerous, because of what is 
going on in the home.

“Then, there are kids who are 
going home to a place that tru-
ly is safe,” she said.  “However, 
if you work at a Title 1 school, 
most of your kids are eating 
breakfast at school. Sometimes 

kids will eat Hot Cheetos and 
Takis. They won’t be ready to 
learn by eating that. They’ll 
crash in an hour, so it’s import-
ant for schools to be providing 
healthy foods for kids to eat. 
Sometimes, kids won’t even 
show up for the first week of 
school, because they don’t have 
either the uniform or clean 
clothes. They’re not coming to 
school to learn. They’re coming 
when the check comes in. They 
aren’t coming with those needs 
being met. 

“Kids also need routine 
structure, which is why we 
ask all our teachers to prepare 
for anything and everything 
that can go wrong in the class-
room,” Barnes said. “There has 
to be a system for everything. 
Kids need that. Kids need to 
know that they’re safe.” 

deported and you don’t know 
the laws, what quality of life are 
you going to have?”

The Unidos program has 
become somewhat of a model 
for community outreach pro-
grams outside Texas, accord-
ing to Almazan. Not only have 
24 other Texas cities adopted 
the program, but communities 
in California and Oregon have 
modeled their own Unidos-like 
programs after Grand Prairie’s.

“People are seeing what we 
do with it, and they adopt it.” 
Almazan said. “It works well 
for their community.”

Ekta Mandir hosts first Maharudram
By India Edwards

Irving—The Dallas Fort 
Worth Hindu Temple Society, 
Ekta Mandir, hosted a seven 
day Sahasra Spatika Linga and 
Maharudram Mahotsavam, 
Nov. 4-10. 

Priests and hundreds of 
DFW residents gathered at 
Hindu temple in Irving to 
chant Rudram, a crown jewel 
of Yajur Vedam, as well as par-
ticipate in abhishekam, an en-
acted prayer to Lord Shiva, one 
of the most important gods in 

the Hindu pantheon. 
“The priests have come all 

the way from India specifi-
cally for this function,” Jash-
vant Atodaria, an employee of 
the temple, said. “In different 
states of North America, they’re 
participating [in Sahasra Linga 
Puja and Maharudram Mahot-
savam].” 

The prayer room, decorated 
in bright colors and hanging 
lights, held the elegant Hindu 
gods and goddesses aligning 
the temple walls, created a 
tranquil ambiance for prayer.

“It’s a place for prayer,” 
Shakuntla Dutta, a Grand Prai-
rie resident, said. “It’s a place 
for peace and harmony, and 
you automatically don’t think 
of too many things around you. 
You just focus on God.

“I made a promise that I 
would go, no matter if I didn’t 
say anything. I just enter, and it 
just gives peace and quiet. You 
know that you have a little time 
for God.” 

Alka, a Euless resident, said 
the temple is a place to get 

away from the outside world.
“I love coming here,” Alka 

said. “I’ve been going to tem-
ple since I was a little child, 
and this one, it’s very nice. It’s 
a beautifully decorated place 
where I can find spiritual con-
nection with a higher power.” 

This is the first time that 
the temple performed Ma-
harudram, which consists 
of chanting Rudram 1,331 
(11x11x11) times. The religious 
are able to experience the holy 
vibration and pray with utmost 
sincerity to Lord Shiva. The 
chant is said to grant those who 
worship Lord Shiva all things 
good for now and in the af-
ter-life. 

“The chant is peaceful,” Dut-
ta said. “It always has been. I’m 
glad that I can come here and 
participate in Aarti. I brought 
my children when they were 
little girls, and now they bring 
their children.

“There is a lot of things to 
do here. There is daily prayer 
every day, a lot of celebrations 
and events like this one.”  

Dallas—Envision an-
nounced a collaboration with 
American Foundation for the 
Blind (AFB) to establish Envi-
sion Dallas Lighthouse for the 
Blind as the new home of the 
American Foundation for the 
Blind Center on Vision Loss 
and Esther’s Place. A grand 
opening is expected in spring 
2020. Envision Dallas Light-
house for the Blind is located at 
4306 Capitol Avenue in Dallas. 

“The unmatched commit-
ment shared by Envision and 
AFB to serve people who are 
blind or low vision in the Dal-

Collaboration will expand services 
for blind or visually impaired people

las area led to this remarkable 
collaboration that will yield 
invaluable benefits to the com-
munity and have a definitive 
effect on the city’s quality of 
life,” Michael Monteferrante, 
Envision president and CEO, 
said. “Our announcement 
marks a big step forward in the 
delivery of critical low vision 
rehabilitation services and pro-
grams, and the next phase in 
the evolution of Envision Dal-
las Lighthouse for the Blind.”

The American Foundation 
for the Blind Center on Vi-
sion Loss promotes increased 

awareness, understanding, 
and knowledge of strategies for 
living with vision loss and pro-
vides resources, information, 
and products that are useful to 
consumers, family members, 
and professionals. Esther’s 
Place, a model apartment lo-
cated within the center, is spe-
cially designed and equipped 
to acquaint individuals who are 
blind or visually impaired with 
products, appliances, and tech-
niques that can help them gain 
higher levels of independence 
in a home setting.

“The American Foundation 
for the Blind is thrilled to have 
Envision Dallas Lighthouse for 
the Blind carry on the tradition 
of excellence established by the 
American Foundation for the 
Blind Center on Vision Loss 
and Esther’s Place,” Kirk Ad-
ams, AFB president and CEO, 
said. “We set out 13 years ago 
to create programs that would 
empower people with vision 
loss to reach their full poten-
tial in all aspects of their lives. 
We’re extremely proud of our 
record of success and look for-
ward to what the future holds.”

The American Foundation 
for the Blind Center on Vision 
Loss and Esther’s Place at En-
vision Dallas Lighthouse for 
the Blind will serve 150,000 
individuals who are blind or 
low vision living in 11 North 

Texas counties: Collin, Cooke, 
Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Fannin, 
Grayson, Hunt, Kaufman, Na-
varro, and Rockwall.

Historically, Envision Dallas 
Lighthouse for the Blind has 
been centered on providing 
employment for people who 
are blind or visually impaired. 
Existing programs include 
assistive technology training, 
orientation and mobility in-
struction, serving our seniors, 
an adaptive/low vision aids 
store, vocational rehabilitation 
services and youth pre-em-
ployment transition services 
funded by the Texas Workforce 
Commission.

“This collaboration will en-
able Envision Dallas Light-
house for the Blind to introduce 
a new focus on rehabilitation, 
improving efficiency in the 
workplace and enhancement 
of quality of life within a com-
prehensive rehabilitative clin-
ical setting,” Heather Hogan, 
senior vice president of Foun-
dation and Mission Services at 
Envision, said. “We are excited 
to build on what the American 
Foundation for the Blind Cen-
ter on Vision Loss and Esther’s 
Place have accomplished and 
reach even more individuals 
who are blind or visually im-
paired throughout North Texas 
and beyond.”

SOURCE Envision
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Youngsters light candles at sunset in honor of their loved ones. /Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

Performers dance in traditional Dia de Los Muertos makeup and costumes, a customary 
way to honor the visiting souls. /Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

A traditional altar displays photos and items representing lost loved ones. 
/Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

David Lockwood honors veterans inside the renovated Wilkins Family 
Chapel during Baylor Scott & White Medical Center - Irving’s Veteran’s 
Day celebration on Monday, Nov. 11.  /Photo provided by Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center.

By Sheri Gibbs
Grand Prairie—The city of 

Grand Prairie and the Parks, 
Arts, and Recreation depart-
ment hosted its first Dia De Los 
Muertos celebration in down-
town Grand Prairie on Friday, 
Oct. 1. The event included per-
formers from local schools, 
mariachis, and other partici-
pants who boasted traditional 
attire. 

“We are here honoring my 
mother and [my daughter’s] 
grandparents and little cous-
in,” Gregoria Mendez said. “It’s 
our first one, and we just came 
to see it. My daughter danced 
in the line also, so it was a nice 
experience.”

Hundreds came out, many 
with photos and other items 
in remembrance of the dead 
to place on the altar. Multiple 
booths offered traditional Day 
of the Dead face painting while 
others offered games and priz-
es, food, and more.

The Dia de Los Muertos 
(Day of the Dead) celebration 
is a two-day festival originat-
ing in the Latin community in 
which the souls of the dead are 
able to visit their living loved 
ones. Heavily influenced by Az-

Irving hospital 
honors veterans
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LEGAL

City of Irving, Texas
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Regarding
FY 2018 – 2019 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation 

Report
(CAPER)

For the Use of Federal Funds Under
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

A draft of the FY 2018–2019 Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report (CAPER) will be made available to the public for 
review beginning Monday, December 2, 2019 at the City of Irving 
Planning and Community Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas 75060.  Copies of the draft report will also be distributed 
for public review at the South Irving Library, 601 Schulze Dr., Irving, 
Texas.  The draft report may also be accessed through the Planning 
and Community Development Department’s website at:  https://www.
cityofirving.org/560/Community-Development-Division. The public 
review period will close on Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.

The CAPER is required for federal housing and community development 
programs. Irving’s CAPER reports on the following federal block grant 
programs: Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG); Home Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME); and the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG). The CAPER outlines progress made in achieving goals 
established in the FY 2014–2019 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and 
the FY 2018–2019 Annual Action Plan.  The draft document includes 
the following: 1) information regarding amounts of funds invested in 
particular projects and activities; 2) descriptions of households assisted 
through investment of these funds; and other information relevant to the 
status of grant-funded projects administered by the City of Irving which 
affect local housing and community development needs.

The public is invited to comment on this report.  All public comments 
regarding the City’s performance under these federal programs can 
be made in writing to the Planning and Community Development 
Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 or by calling 972-
721-4800 or E-mail to leverett@cityofirving.org.  Public comments must 
be received by Tuesday, December 17, 2019 by the close of business 
at 5:00 pm.  The final FY 2018–2019 Consolidated Annual Performance 
and Evaluation Report document, including all public comments, will be 
submitted to HUD on or around December 20, 2019.

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

Celebration welcomes the dead
tec and Catholic ties, this festi-
val is not meant to be scary, but 
instead a happy time of reunifi-
cation. Photos, trinkets, and fa-
vorite items are left on an altar, 
along with candles to serve as 
a beacon for loved ones to find 
their way from the spirit world. 

Bryan Parra, a board mem-
ber of the Grand Prairie Parks, 
Arts, and Recreation is excited 
about the prospect of having a 
yearly celebration.

“As large of a Latino popu-
lation as Grand Prairie has, it’s 
surprising that we haven’t seen 
a Dia d Los Muertos event,” 
Parra said. “The Day of the 
Dead is just a day to honor and 
remember family and friends.”

The celebration began at the 
Grand Prairie Farmers Market 
where visitors could see tra-
ditional Dia de Los Muertos 
dancers and browse booths 
set up by local merchants. At 
sunset, attendees were invited 
to light a candle in honor of 
their loved ones and partici-
pate in the parade proceeding 
to The Uptown Theater. There, 
a traditional altar was arranged 
where participants could dis-
play photos and items repre-
senting their loved ones. Tradi-

tional celebratory food such as 
cake, candy, and other sweets 
were offered while visitors add-
ed to the collection. Attendees 
were also encouraged to simply 
observe the altar in honor of 
the dead.

Angie Alvarez from the 
Young Women’s Leadership 
Academy in Grand Prairie was 
one of the performers at the 
festival.

“I’m here to honor my 
grandma,” Alvarez said. “We 
just came to see the party and 
see what they do. When [our 
teacher] asked if we wanted to 
be in it, I said sure, because I 
wanted to experience it.”

Alvarez said her favorite part 
of the evening was the parade 
and getting to see others in cos-
tume as well as taking pictures 
with visitors.

Once the parade procession 
was complete, a buffet of tra-
ditional food was served while 
dancers and mariachis enter-
tained the crowds. The evening 
concluded with a showing of 
Disney’s Coco, a film that high-
lights the traditions and cus-
toms of Dia de Los Muertos. 
Children were also encouraged 
to paint a sugar skull, a tradi-
tional centerpiece of The Day 
of the Dead. 
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Visitors inspect Comanche artifacts during Lance Tahmahkera's (center) discussion. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

COMANCHE
Continued from Page 1

are different cultures there is 
enough in common for us to 
find common ground. If you 
want to learn some authentic 
history from a storyteller, rath-
er than going on your phone 
and looking it up and forget-
ting about it later, it is nice to 
learn from a person. When you 
hear a person, seeing them face 
to face, you see the real value 
of the person teaching you the 
history. This gentleman has 
lived history, has learned histo-
ry from his family, and this is a 
great opportunity.

“The reality is [Manifest Des-
tiny] was the extermination 
of indigenous people. We owe 
a lot to people we displaced 
and hurt. And even though I 
was not here 200 years ago to 
do any of this, I still feel I am 
culpable to build humanity and 
better bridges with humani-
ty. We need to remember that 
people are still people and that 
everyone deserves to be treated 
with respect.” 

“I like the story about the 
buffalo,” attendee Rosemary 

Tarleton said. “I like how they 
used that story to teach chil-
dren to be humble. I was im-
pressed by the number of sto-
ries. It is interesting that the 
children were taught by the 
stories. These stories lasted 
many generations. I work at 
a school, so it is interesting to 

see how the children learned. I 
would encourage young people 
to come to these programs.” 

“Lance Tahmahkera was 
here last year. People were very 
interested.” Rennah Degen-
felder, a library clerk, said. “So 
many people were interested 
in Mr. Tahmahkera’s presen-

tation that they increased the 
number of books in the library 
about the Comanche and Na-
tive American storytelling. 

“This is a wonderful example 
of living history. It is wonderful 
to read a book, but it is much 
better to see it come alive. I 
enjoy hearing the stories that 

have been passed down. It is 
very special.” 

November is Native Ameri-
can Heritage Month.

Irving—North Lake College 
(NLC) has been selected to 
participate in the first national 
cohort of Caring Campus, an 
initiative of the Institute of Ev-
idence-Based Change (IEBC) 
funded by Ascendium Edu-
cation Philanthropy. NLC is 
one of ten community colleges 
selected as a Fall 2019 Caring 
Campus. 

The objective of the IEBC’s 
Caring Campus Initiative is to 
increase student retention in 
community colleges by culti-
vating Caring Campus environ-
ments through an intentional 
inclusive approach of all staff 
in student success efforts.  

“This opportunity will help 
us build our student success 
outcomes,” Dr. Christa Slejko, 
North Lake College president, 
said. “We look forward to this 
coaching experience, so we can 
get more students to their edu-
cation goals more quickly.” 

Research suggests students 
leave college because they do 
not feel a connection to the 

North Lake College selected 
for Caring Campus Initiative

Carrollton Farmers 
Branch—DeWitt Perry Middle 
School has partnered with the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma So-
ciety (LLS) through the Coins 
for Cancer Campaign. 

Perry Middle School raised 
over $7000 for cancer research 
that will go directly to the or-
ganization. They accomplished 
this through collecting spare 
change, online campaigns 
through Facebook, and selling 
about 300 yellow t-shirts advo-
cating cancer awareness.

 Several classrooms received 

institution. Caring Campus 
recognizes and leverages the 
value of connectedness for in-
creasing the likelihood that 
students will continue toward 

and succeed in attaining their 
educational goals.  

The Ascendium Education 
Group is one of the nation’s 

leading higher education 
philanthropies and is funded 
through a $1 million grant. 

SOURCE North Lake College 

Perry MS raises funds for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

a pizza party for raising over 
$250 as a class. 

One 6th grade student raised 
over $1200 by herself!

Perry presented a check to 

the LLS at the Pack the Park 
Pep Rally on the football field 
on Oct. 22. 

SOURCE CFB-ISD


