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Coach Jim Bennett discusses his tenure with Irving High School. /Photo by John Starkey.
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Star Trek comes to Irving. /Photo by John Starkey.

TAKE ME HOME: A dog, Bocifus, in need of a forever home tries to trick two humans, Lisa Echart and Jim Sanders, into carrying him to the 
food : 'steak is best, chicken will do.' /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Sincerely, 
Bruce Burns

Congratulations Coach Bennett!

Happy Thanksgiving!

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Irving High School 

dedicated their new field house 
in honor of Coach Jim Bennett 
at a ceremony on Sunday, Nov. 
17. 

Clint Roddy, Irving High 
School’s athletics director, 
said Coach Bennett touched 
the lives of thousands of stu-
dent-athletes throughout his 

By Tricia Sims
Irving—Baylor Scott & 

White Medical Center Irving is 
celebrating the completion of 
phase one of the hospital’s re-
construction known as project 
Renaissance, which officially 
kicked off in 2017.

“We expanded and doubled 
the size of the emergency de-
partment (ED) in 2014,” Cindy 
Schamp, president of Baylor 
Scott & White Medical Center 
Irving, said. “It was very fluid, 
because we finished the emer-
gency department and right 
behind that moved into formal 
planning to see what the next 
step from a facility perspective 
was. In order to support the 
massive ED, we want to make 
sure we have the proper envi-
ronment for all those patients. 

“Phase one of the Renais-
sance project is a couple of 

Banquet helps feed dogs and cats
Martinez said being present-
ed the award. “I prepared the 
slide presentation, and I was 
told somebody else was going 
to win. So I prepared the slide 
presentation with this person’s 
name blacked out in the photo-
graph, and I was really pretty 
surprised.”

Martinez said it’s important 
to observe how people treat 
animals, because it is often an 
indicator of how they treat oth-
er people.

“Animals provide comfort 
and provide a different dimen-
sion to life,” Martinez said. 
“Treatment of animals totally 
reflects or mirrors treatment of 
humans. If we can’t have em-
pathy and care about animals 
that are in the streets and ar-

en’t cared for, that sort of tran-
sitions into how we care about 
people.

“Police departments used 
to think boys will be boys, but 
now they realize mistreatment 
of animals or animal cruelty 
really is a gateway to cruelty of 
humans. It really does matter 
how we care about people and 
animals.”

The DFW Humane Society 
rescues over 900 neglected and 
unwanted pets a year, provid-
ing them with proper food and 
care until they can be matched 
with a new owner. They also 
maintain the Guardian Angel 
fund, which allows them to 

year for the organization, fea-
tured both a silent and live auc-
tion as well as the opportunity 
to adopt pets. Altogether, this 
year’s event raised over $9,000 
for the Humane Society.

“We’re celebrating over 50 
years of helping homeless and 
neglected animals and giv-
ing them their forever home 
through adoption,” Brian 
Curtis, master of ceremonies 
and NBC 5 news anchor, said. 
“We’re also here to enjoy good 
company and the amazing 
food.”

During the Saturday Nov. 
16 event, the DFW Humane 
Society also handed out sev-
eral awards to its volunteers 
and partners. This year’s Spir-
it Award winner was shelter 
volunteer Jim Peterson. The 
Ted M. Olson Award went to 
the Petsmart Cat Care Team, 
who volunteer at the Petsmart 
on Airport Freeway in Irving. 
And the President’s Award was 
awarded to DFW Humane So-
ciety board member Jill Mar-
tinez.

“They totally tricked me,” 

Colinas while raising money 
for the DFW Humane Society. 
The Black Collar Affair is the 
largest fundraising event of the 

Shawarma Press, and The 
Green Gator showcased their 
finest dishes in the Westin Ir-
ving Convention Center at Las 

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Over a dozen local 

restaurants, including Boi na 
Braza Brazilian Steakhouse, 

Irving HS dedicates 
new field house to 
Coach Jim Bennett

40-year career.
“Coach Bennett’s career in 

Irving ISD began in January of 
1984, rebuilding a Tiger foot-
ball program that is marked 
by his 1990 and 2003 teams,” 
Roddy said. “His 1990 team 
won district and advanced to 

Project Renaissance 
revamps Irving hospital

key things. We put in a central 
utility plan that allowed us to 
create a footprint for the new 
tower. 

“The other part of phase 
one is all the interior work. We 
refaced, reframed and com-
pletely changed the footprint 
of Women’s Services. Labor 
and delivery, mom and baby, 
that whole geography has been 
redone. We put in a new dial-
ysis unit. We put in a new hy-
brid surgery suite. We took the 
whole front of the hospital off 
and expanded that footprint. 
We replaced all of our Cardiac 
Cath program, and our GI pro-
gram for digestive disease. Day 
Surgery’s whole geography was 
changed, replaced with new 
equipment, and a new environ-
ment. 

“We opened the front of the 
hospital, and we unified the 
medical office building with 
the hospital and integrated the 
campus in a much smoother, 
easier access way. And then 
created what we view as a gate-
way for the community,” she 
said.

Schamp is grateful for all the 
workers who made the prog-
ress possible. 

“It’s an exciting time. There 
have been many people up to 
their elbows in work, making 
this happen,” Schamp said. “It 
is definitely a team sport. I get 
to be the cheerleader of the sto-

ry, but there are so many peo-
ple who wrote chapters.”

Phase two is set to be com-
plete in 2021.

“Phase Two is creating a six 
story patient tower,” Schamp 
said. 

Reasons for Renova-
tions

The decision to build a new 
patient tower was motivated 
by changing hospital standards 
and the need for more space.

“One of the challenges in 
healthcare is everything is get-
ting bigger, because people are 
sicker in hospitals,” Schamp 
said. “Most patients who can 
be treated at home or on an 
outpatient basis to push costs 
down are doing that. So when 
you come in a hospital, you’re 
generally much sicker, and 
oftentimes need more equip-
ment and more things around 
you. 

“The size of the spaces have 
become much larger. Currently 
we have maybe 20 to 24 beds 
on a floor. If you use today’s 
expected standards, you would 
take 22 to 24 beds and get 12. 
I couldn’t just use the footprint 
we have, because half as many 
people could be cared for. It’s 
not good to have people go 
elsewhere for care. There’s 
nothing wrong with using the 
existing rooms. But as the 
codes change year after year, 
all of those expectations have 

gotten larger. By having a new 
footprint, we can meet all those 
code expectations. 

“The new rooms will be very 
large. They will have areas for 
families to sleep. We encour-
age families to stay with their 
patients if they want to be in 
the room. It’s great for care,” 
she said. “We provide more 
areas within the space for com-
puters and for the physicians 
and equipment. The new space 
will accommodate that, but the 
overflow space will still be able 
to be used. 

“The size of the spaces for 
surgical suites, throughput 
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Jim Bennett. /Photo by John Starkey.

COACH BENNETT
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FASHION FORWARD: Physicians dress to the nines to raise money mental health research and educational efforts.
 /Photo by India Edwards.

Clint Roddy presents Jim Bennett with a gift commemorating his years as Irving High 
School's football coach. /Photo by John Starkey.

By India Edwards
Irving—Fashion became a 

force for change at the Tex-
as Indo-American Physicians 
Society’s annual TIPS Gala as 
physicians sashayed down the 
runway dressed in elaborate 
Indian gowns and dazzling 
jewels at Four Seasons Resort 
and Club Dallas at Las Colinas 
to raise funds for mental health 
research and educational ef-
forts in North Texas.

The event’s co-host was 
Ruby Bhandari, the CEO and 
chief designer of Silk Threads, 
whose tenth annual fashion 
extravaganza ‘The Majestic 
Mosaic’ showcases the cultural 
diversity of India. 

“Every year we do a charity 
that’s close to our hearts, and 
Silk Threads gives a hundred 
percent of the proceeds back to 
[the organization],” Bhandari 
said. 

One person’s mental health 
issues can affect a number of 
people, and the stress can be-
come overwhelming for some. 

“We all know how hard it 
is for anyone, not just the pa-
tient, but the family members, 
to accept or continue to try to 
maintain a normal lifestyle 

have money, that didn’t have 
food, there were people who 
were without that Jim made 
sure were taken care of. There’s 
a lot of good men out there 
that wouldn’t be successful 
and wouldn’t be the men they 
are if it weren’t for his person-
al touch. He didn’t have to do 
that, but he did.”

Coach Bennett has some 
fond memories of his own 
associated with the old field 
house. 

“I was coming from a 3-A 
high school that had much bet-
ter facilities than what they had 
at Irving High School,” Bennett 
said. “Those of you who know 
me know I say exactly what 
I think. So we toured that fa-
cility and when we came out, 
[Principal] Hines asked me, ‘So 
what do you think of the field 
house, Coach Bennett?’ I hes-
itated a minute before I said, 
‘That’s the worst field house 
I’ve ever seen.’ Thirty minutes 
later when I was driving back 
to Alvarado I thought, ‘Well, 
I’m done. I won’t get this job.’ 
But as it turned out, he agreed 
with me.”

Coach Bennett was honored 
to have the new field house 
bear his name and was full of 
gratitude for his players, his 
coaches and the parents who 
had his back throughout his 
tenure at Irving High School.

“We had great parents, we 
had great coaches, and we had 
great kids,” Bennett said. “Any 
accolades I may get go directly 
to those people, because that’s 
what made it. That’s why I’m 
standing here today, because of 
all the hard work they did.”

the second round of the play-
offs, the first team to advance 
to the playoffs in 20 years. In 
addition, no football team in 
Irving ISD has ever advanced 
more rounds in the playoffs 
than his 2003 team. That team 
won the district champion-
ship that year and beat some 
notable powerhouses includ-
ing Marcus in Flower Mound, 
Keller and Abilene on their way 
to the state quarterfinals.”

Coach Bennett also worked 
with his players off the field.

“As impressive as his coach-
ing career has been, more 
importantly, he devoted al-
most four decades of his life to 
coaching and mentoring thou-
sands of boys and girls,” Rod-
dy said. “He guided the young 
men and women, teaching and 
instilling values that would 
serve them well on and off the 
field and was known and re-
spected for caring about and 
loving his players. Coach Ben-
nett was like a father to many 
of his players. He taught them 
to set goals and to work hard 
to achieve them. The lessons 
and values he taught his play-
ers helped them to excel in the 
classroom and beyond. Many 
of them attribute their success 
as adults to him today.”

Victor Mercado played foot-
ball under Coach Bennett, then 
came back to coach for him at 
Irving High. Coach Bennett 
was so influential to him that 
Mercado and his wife even 
named their son “Bennett.”

“[Coach Bennett] was a fa-
ther figure for me,” Mercado 
said. “I wouldn’t be where I am 
right now if it wasn’t for him. 
I’m teaching, I’m coaching, 
and a lot of it has to do with 
him. He kind of led me down 
the right path, showed me 
the way, taught me right from 
wrong and taught me how to 
be a leader, how to be a coach, 
a husband, a father, all of those 
things.”

Even other adults like Bob-
by Chase, a parent and for-
mer member of the Irving HS 
Booster Club, was inspired by 
Coach Bennett’s leadership.

“Coach Jim was fantastic,” 
Chase said. “When it comes to 
football, the reason we were so 
good those years is because he 
truly was more like a father. He 
was even like a father to me, 
and I was in my 30s. He was 
a father to those kids, and the 
kids had to show character and 
respect. Their unity and team-
work is where, I believe, a lot 
of the success for Coach Jim’s 
came from.

“A lot of people don’t know 
the things he did off the field, 
the things he did personal-
ly, and he was the kind of guy 
who didn’t really like us talking 
about it or acknowledging it. 
There were kids that didn’t 

Physicians look 
fabulous at TIPS Gala

Vijaya Mummadi and Vijay Kalaria strut their stuff. /Photo by India Edwards.

as normal as it can, especially 
young kids,” Dr. Sejal Mehta, 
president of TIPS said. “It’s 
okay to have a problem as long 
as we are reaching out, getting 
help. It’s okay, get help. We do 
not need anyone trying to hurt 
themselves, even one suicide is 
way too much.” 

AJ, a Northwestern pre-med 
student, reached out for help 
for his mental health issues 13 
years ago. 

“The first thing was just get-
ting help, not necessarily any-
thing clinical, but just finding 
some outlets or people I trust 

and actually gave me support,” 
AJ said. “Once I realized action 
precedes motivation that gave 
me the ability to gain momen-
tum and get to the place where 
I am now.”

AJ realized mental illness is 
simply one aspect of who he is 
as an individual. He educated 
himself about his illness and 
became an advocate for mental 
health issues. 

“I was actually able to take 
my experiences and turn them 
into something positive and 
that in turn has made all the 
difference,” he said.  

Dallas–Dallas photographer 
TJ Friedel cooked up a top ten 
spot at the 53rd Annual Terlin-
gua International Chili Cham-
pionship, held Nov. 2. 

Friedel has competed at 
Terlingua for the past thirteen 
years and says the contest is 
“widely known to be the most 
competitive chili cook off in 
world.” Friedel placed with 
showmanship awards in 2011 
and 2012, but was determined 
to nab a win in chili competi-

Local photographer takes 
top honors at Terlingua 
Chili Championship

tion.  
“I changed my chili name to 

Double Exposure a couple of 
years ago with the intention of 
winning my own chili trophy,” 
she said. The nod to her pho-
tography roots must have been 
a lucky shot. She was thrilled 
when her name was announced 
in the top ten, which automat-
ically qualifies her to compete 
in 2020.

Friedel also took home top 
honors in the Small Show 

Competition with team mem-
ber Susan Spencer of Irving. 
The first place award joins her 
other achievements as a CASI 
Chili Cook. CASI, the Chili Ap-
preciation Society Internation-
al, sponsors the annual chili 
competition, which attracts 
cooks from around the world.

SOURCE CASI 
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

Young men learn about alternative careers in sports. /Photo by William Cennamo. 

Community members discuss the harm domestic violence causes society. /Photo by Stacey Doud.
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By William Cennamo
Irving—Playing sports in 

school teaches young people 
several life lessons from being 

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Valley Ranch 

Islamic Center offers a sanctu-
ary for prayer and offers a vari-
ety of Islamic lessons (Halaqa) 
during the week. Guests 
from “Peaceful Families,” a 
non-profit organization from 

Leadership conference teaches kids about success
part of a team to dealing with 
disappointment. However, the 
reality of becoming a success-
ful professional athlete is slim 

at best. When the Friday night 
lights dim, there are a number 
of opportunities in the sports 
fields other than being an ath-
lete. 

“We want to teach [young 
men] there are different av-
enues besides sports,” Thur-
ston Nelson said speaking to 
a group of young men in the 
Cimarron Park Recreation 
Center. “Even in sports there 
are other things you can do, 
coaching, trainers, being an ex-
ecutive, not just a player. I can 
still be in that sport, even if I’m 
not playing it.”

During the first annu-
al Young Men’s Leadership 
Conference, groups were led 
through four workshops on 
Saturday morning, Nov. 16: 
dressing for success, health 
and hygiene, life after sports, 
and respect for swag. Each 
workshop was led by speakers 
from the business world in-
cluding a sports radio host and 
the youth services manager of 
Frisco’s Parks and Recreation 

Department.
Du’Achmed attended the 

event with his father, Lawal.
“I’m here to improve myself 

and learn facts about leader-
ship,” Du’Achmed said. 

“I wanted to give him this 
opportunity,” Lawal said. 
“These kids are going to be the 
leaders of tomorrow, so what-
ever we can do to teach them 
about leadership is good.”

Health care manager and 
speaker Brandon Hudson dis-
cussed methods for motivating 
young men in a world filled 
with distractions. 

“I want to ask questions. I 
want to get them involved,” 
Hudson said. “Often times, 
they’re so used to being talk-
ed at versus giving them an 
opportunity to let them talk. I 
hear what their thoughts are, 
and then I respond. 

“I don’t know everything, I 
can’t save the world, but I feel 
like if I can just help somebody, 
then that’s a start.”

The students learned about 

alternative avenues of being a 
successful adult. In between 
the workshops, the students 
played motivational games.

“I just want them to know 
there are different paths and 
don’t get down on yourself,” 
organizer Thurston Nelson 

said. “You think what your par-
ents are saying is just parents 
talking. But they’re trying to 
prepare you for life, so when 
you get out of the house, you 
don’t get hit with that brick and 
just collapse. You get hit with 
the brick and keep going.”

Austin – Attorney General 
Ken Paxton warned Texans 
about reported scam callers 
falsely claiming to be members 
of the OAG’s Crime Victim Ser-
vices Division and attempting 
to obtain personal and finan-
cial information from mem-
bers of the public.

The fraudulent callers are 
attempting to obtain personal 
identifying information from 
the call recipient and ask for 
money transfers or bank de-
tails after baselessly claiming 
the call recipient’s social secu-
rity number has been compro-
mised. The callers are using 
local numbers and sometimes 
provide a false “case number” 
during the call. The true OAG 

Scammers claim to 
be OAG Crime Victim 
Services attempting 
to defraud Texans

Crime Victim Services phone 
number is toll-free 800-983-
9933 and local number 512-
936-1200.

The OAG warns Texans 
against providing any person-
al information, such as social 
security or banking numbers, 
over the phone with anyone 
claiming to be from the Crime 
Victim Services Division, and 
encourages anyone who re-
ceives a fraudulent or scam call 
to report it to the OAG’s Con-
sumer Protection Division by 
calling the Consumer Protec-
tion Hotline toll-free at 1-800-
621-0508 or filing a complaint 
online.

SOURCE Office of the Texas
 Attorney General

Islamic center educates public 
about domestic violence 

Great Falls Virginia, present-
ed an ‘Islamic Perspective on 
Domestic Violence Abuse and 
Neglect’ on Nov. 15.

“Many Muslims encounter 
domestic violence every day,” 
Salma Elkadi Abugideiri, a li-
censed professional counsel-

or and consultant/trainer for 
Peaceful Families, said. “This 
is not what the Qur’an teaches. 
We want to bring this message 
to help husbands and wives 
and their children.” 

The presentation was fo-
cused on the verses in the 
Qur’an that declare men and 
women are equal and any kind 
of abuse is counter to the teach-
ings of Islam. Many statements 
in the Qur’an prohibit domes-
tic violence. 

Verses from the Qur’an used 
as examples included: “And 
among His signs is this: that 
He created for you mates from 
among yourselves so that you 
may dwell in tranquility with 
them. He has put love and mer-
cy between your hearts; in that 
are signs for those who reflect.” 
(30:21)

“Live with them on a footing 
of kindness and equity.” (4:19)

“Either remain together 
or separate with kindness.” 
(2:229)

According to the presen-
tation, if there is abuse in a 
marriage, the man and woman 
both have the Divine right to 
separate from each other and 
even end the marriage in di-
vorce.

El-Hajj Mauri Saalakhan 
travels the country represent-
ing the Aafia Foundation out 
of Silver Spring, Maryland, a 
non-profit, non-political orga-
nization dedicated to advanc-
ing human rights through edu-
cation and advocacy. 

“We have a saying in our re-
ligion, ‘Human rights begins at 
home,’” Saalakhan said. “These 
are our God-given rights for 
every human being. There’s a 
saying from the Prophet Mo-
hammad, peace be upon Him, 
who said, ‘Allah, Almighty God, 
is reported to have said to Him 
[Muhammad], ‘I have forbid-
den oppression for myself, and 
made it forbidden amongst 
you.’ So, oppression is some-
thing that is a foundational 
principle within Islam that no 
human being is supposed to 
perpetrate against any other 
human being.

“Unfortunately, it’s a large 
part of the sign of the times. 
We’re living in very polarizing 
times. There have always been 
two Americas. There is the 
America that we project to the 
world, and there’s the Amer-
ica that we impose upon the 
world. We are a nation of con-
tradictions. Part of the respon-
sibility of the focused and the 
good-hearted, who truly want 
the best for this country as well 
as the best for their fellow hu-
man beings, is to do as much 
as we possibly can to help this 
country, or if necessary, to 
force this country to live up to 
the better part of itself. 

“A big problem is we have 
leaders who are closed minded, 
and then we have people who 
blindly follow those leaders. 
They use fear to manipulate, 
and many people are afraid 
of what tomorrow is going 
to bring. There are so many 
changes taking place in this 
country that are causing inse-
curity and instability within 
individuals, within families, 
within communities. So, you 
have this fear, and politicians 
who are exploiting this fear. 

“Everything focuses on the 
extremists, and so we are losing 
more and more of the middle. 
That’s one of the things the Aa-
fia Foundation emphasizes. It’s 
the middle, not the extremes, 
and finding common ground,” 
Saalakhan said.

OBITUARIES (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

Jeffrey Moss Nov. 13, 1959 – Nov. 18, 2019
Columbia Rosas (Martinez) Jan. 16, 1953 – Nov. 16, 2019

Abraham Barrera De La Torre April 20, 1952 – Nov. 18, 2019 
Jeannine Perez Oct. 13, 1928 – Nov. 16, 2019

Galen M. Burke March 21, 1937 – Nov. 18, 2019

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313

Tashaun D. Beavers     May 16, 1995 – Nov. 10, 2019
Ann Marie Clement     April 23, 1930 – Nov. 15, 2019
Rosario Maria Martinez   Oct. 7, 1940 – Nov. 17, 2019
Doyle Collins Moore    Sept. 18, 1927 – Nov. 17, 2019
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Freelance 
Writers Wanted

For more 
information call
972-870-1992

Admiral Patrick Walsh hands a Vietnam War veteran a ceremonial flag during Grand 
Prairie's ceremony. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at
7:00 P.M., DECEMBER 16, 2019 in the BOARD ROOM of the IRVING ISD 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY,
IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s 
rating on the state’s financial accountability system.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10289

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0072
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MCKINNEY AND 
WILLIAMS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1056, AND THE ELIZABETH 
CROCKETT SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 217, AND LOCATED AT 5101 
NORTH O’CONNOR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR FWY AND RETAIL USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-O, HOTEL AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO.2019-10290

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0074
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF JACOB G. CARLOCK 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 312, AND LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE 
OF NORTH LAKE ROAD AND SOUTH OF CANOE DRIVE, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM R-40 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-10291

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0081
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SUMNER 
SUITES HOTEL ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 660 WALNUT RIDGE 
DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 8627 
WHICH GRANTED S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION 
USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144 AS AN 
ADDITIONAL AVAILABLE USE WITHIN THE PUD (PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT), AND REINSTATING THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
TO PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT USE FOR C-C 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED 
IN ORDINANCE NO. 7143; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on November 14, 2019.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

TaxAct, Inc. has openings in its Irving, TX facility including a DevOps 
Engr III to manage all components in the full stack and assist with 
building out server automation and a Test Analyst III to create and 
execute test plans to assure compatibility w/ software applications. 
Qualified applicants mail resume (no calls/ emails) to attn: HR, 6333 
State Highway 161, Ste. 400, Irving, TX 75038

Gartner, Inc., Irving, TX. Senior Database Administrator - : Resp. for 
providing database admin. mngm’t, guidance & support for the dvlpm’t 
life cycle & maintenance of Gartner’s real time transactional production, 
DR, & dvlpm’t database systems. Req. Bachelor’s in CS, Electronic 
Engg., or dir. rel’d field +5 yrs. exp. in dvlpm’t life cycle & maintain. of 
systems in 1 or more computing environs. Telecommuting is allowed. 
Send resume to: Torrey.Jordan@gartner.com. Ref. 41173

Michaels Stores, Inc. seeks a Developer in Irving, Texas responsible for 
developing, optimizing, maintaining, and supporting the Michaels.com 
website.  A bachelor’s degree and experience are required. To apply 
mail resume to: Michaels Stores, Inc. Attn: Vishala Patel Mistry at 8000 
Bent Branch Drive, Irving, TX 75063. Reference job code: DEV-ES on 
resume.

Company:  Grid Dynamics International, Inc.
Location:  Irving, TX
Position:  F/T
Experience: 2+ years
Education:  MS in Comp. Eng, CS, or close
Senior Software Engineer: Primary worksite located in Irving, TX; job 
may involve travel to company headquarters located in San Ramon, 
CA, additional client worksite throughout the San Francisco Bay Area 
or to other various unanticipated locations throughout the US.  
Apply at jobs@griddynamics.com.

Impellent Technologies, Inc. has multiple openings for the 
following positions:

Master’s only/equiv. Application Packaging 
Engineer (IAPE19): Developing scripts to automate the 
application installation. Deploy applications to enterprise-wide 
computers. SharePoint Developer (ISD19): Create, modify, and test 
the code, forms, and script that allow computer applications to run. Mail 
resume with job ID to HR: 1300 W. Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 253, Irving, TX 
75038. Unanticipated work site locations throughout U.S. Foreign equiv. 
accepted.

By Stacey Doud
Irving, Grand Prairie—Ir-

ving and Grand Prairie held 
their annual Veterans Day 
Celebrations on Monday, Nov. 
11 to honor veterans from all 
branches.

Admiral Walsh (ret.), a grad-
uate of Jesuit Preparatory High 

Cities honor veterans from all conflicts
School in Dallas and of the U.S. 
Naval Academy, served as key-
note speaker for the Grand 
Prairie event.

“We live in an environment 
where it is easy to lose track of 
time, and the sense of purpose 
that goes with it when we set 
aside our time for special days 

that we want to commemo-
rate,” Walsh said. “But occa-
sionally, someone or some-
thing serves to provide respect, 
reminds us what matters and 
what is true and important in 
our lives.

“Some years ago, I was asked 
by a friend to visit a veteran’s 

hospital, and as part of the fa-
vor, he asked me to arrive in 
uniform. I was a Junior Lieu-
tenant at the time in 2003. 

“The wooden floors creaked 
with each step, as our small 
group walked down a hallway 
into a ward that had several pa-
tients sitting on beds, waiting 

for our visit. Five men rose to 
their feet and braced rigidly at 
attention as we walked into the 
room. 

“Their ages appeared to rep-
resent several generations of 
conflict. Two were from Viet-
nam, one was from Korea and 
two were from the Great Wars. 
All of them wore government 
issued pajamas. All of them 
wore medals over their hearts. 
One had difficulty standing, be-
cause he was balancing himself 
on a crutch, the lower half of 
his pajamas pinned to cover a 
missing limb. 

“I was overwhelmed. I asked 
them, ‘Why do you stand for 
me?’ One man stepped forward 
and said, ‘We stand proudly for 
what you represent.’ 

“It’s been more than 30 
years since I met this group in 
a Veteran’s Hospital in Fargo, 
North Dakota. I don’t remem-
ber their names. I don’t re-
member their rank as enlisted 
or as officers. I don’t remember 
their branch of service, and 
I don’t even remember what 
jobs they held. But what I do 
remember is their presence. I 
could sense their commitment, 
their dedication and their self-
lessness. I imagined these very 
proud soldiers in uniform. I am 
reminded of their spirit in what 
Lord Byron once called, ‘The 
days of our youth are the days 
of our glory.’ 

“We are the beneficiaries of 
veterans and of their personal 
sacrifice. And our country has 
been blessed throughout his-
tory that in times of turmoil or 
crisis. We can always rely on 
our fellow citizens to take great 

risk to themselves to protect 
us.”

Several veterans in atten-
dance told a bit of their stories.

“As far as mail is concerned, 
I got letters from random peo-
ple, but my mom was always 
one I could count on,” USAF 
Staff Sergeant Will Sanchez, 
who fought in Vietnam, said. “I 
got a letter from her almost ev-
ery week, and that tied us back 
to home and reminded us why 
were there.” 

“For me, the person who 
would write me letters was my 
sister, and she would write me 
every single day about all kinds 
of blabbing and nonsense, but 
I didn’t care because when they 
said, ‘Mail Call,’ boom – my 
name was up,” Daniel Sesney, 
who served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, said.

Irving’s Veteran’s Day cel-
ebration featured Major Eric 
King as a guest speaker. 

“I wanted to remind the 
world about the sacrifices that 
so many men and women have 
made for this country,” King 
said. “This is a day to reflect, 
recognize, honor and be proud 
to be an American.” 

King and his family recently 
received a new mortgage-free 
home in Irving courtesy of Op-
eration Finally Home. 

“Many of [the decision mak-
ers from the builders and the 
National Program Office] had 
not served, but they said, ‘This 
is the least we can do for all you 
have done,’” King said. “My 
family and I could not be more 
grateful. We are blessed to live 
in Irving.”

Women place a memorial wreath at the Grand Prairie Veteran's ceremony. /Photo by 
Stacey Doud.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was 19th-century German poet Johann 
Peter Eckermann who made the following sage 
observation: "Invention requires an excited mind; 
execution, a calm one."

* Those who study such things say that if you 
want to know if someone is likely to keep your 
secrets, you should look at their birth order in 
the family. First-born children tend to be better at 
keeping secrets than kids born later. 

* According to biologists, young giraffes have 
been known to grow up to half an inch per hour.

* You might be surprised to learn that in addition 
to being the father of our country, George 

Washington was quite a successful purveyor of alcohol. According 
to the U.S. Distilled Spirits Council, he operated one of the largest 
whiskey distilleries in early America, producing 11,000 gallons in 1799. 

* You may be familiar with the famous scene from Shakespeare's 
"Hamlet," in which the title character picks up the skull of an erstwhile 
acquaintance and declares, "Alas, poor Yorick!" It's an icon of the 
stage -- and the screen, with more than 50 known film versions of the 
play. Of course, it's also been published too many times to count, and 
in too many different formats. One in particular stands out, though; in 
2009, Czech bookbinders and artists Jan and Jarmila Soboda created 
their own unique edition. It's a tiny script tucked inside a plastic skull 
housed in a small metal casket with a hinged lid. 

* If you're planning a holiday in Paris this year, keep in mind that in that 
city it's against the law to spin a top on a sidewalk.
***
Thought for the Day: "One does not advance the swimming abilities of 
ducks by throwing the eggs in the water." -- Eduard Douwes Dekker

1. MUSIC: Who composed the "1812 Overture"?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was the sixth 
gift in the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas"?
3. SCIENCE: What is the softest mineral?

4. GOVERNMENT: Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
abolished slavery?
5. ENTERTAINMENT: Who are the only two people to receive an Oscar 
award and a Nobel Prize?
6. U.S. STATES: How many states border Oklahoma?
7. LITERATURE: Which 20th-century novel features a place called 
Shangri-La?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president's famous speech included the 
line, "Tear down this wall"?
9. GEOGRAPHY: Which country lies directly south of Venezuela?
10. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Which filmmaker and author once wrote, 
"Don't you love New York in the fall? It makes me want to buy school 
supplies. I would send you a bouquet of newly sharpened 
pencils if I knew your name and address"?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
2. Geese
3. Talc
4. 13th
5. George Bernard Shaw and Bob 
Dylan
6. Six: Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, 
New Mexico, Texas and Colorado
7. "Lost Horizon"
8. Ronald Reagan, urging Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to destroy 
the Berlin Wall
9. Brazil
10. Nora Ephron
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HOSPITAL
Continued from Page 1

See SWIMMING
Page 8

A new day surgery room awaits patients. /Photo by Tricia Sims.

A new sink in the maternity ward is designed for baby's first bath. /Photo by 
Tricia Sims.

A model of the hospital shows the overall design from the exterior.  /Photo by Tricia Sims.

Irving Elks Lodge Elvis Concert

Saturday, Nov. 30
Doors open @ 5 p.m.
Show starts @ 6 p.m.

Ned Spencer will be putting on a Elvis concert at 
Irving Elks Lodge to raise Christmas toys for Irving's 
youngsters. The toys will be distributed by Irving ISD 

through their Project PASS program.

Come enjoy Ned Spencer's Elvis show and help make 
Christmas a little brighter for our Irving children!

For admission into the show please bring an unwrapped 
toy for a boy or girl between the ages of 1-16.

Burger baskets will be served beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. for $7.50

Irving Elks Lodge    2015 Britain Rd.    972-579-0005

access to control rooms, size 
of hallways, all kinds of things 
have changed over the years. 
It’s not a bad thing. It just 
means you’re an aging facility. 
You have to adapt.” 

The hospital, which was orig-
inally opened as Irving Com-
munity Hospital, first received 
patients in 1964. With the new 
construction, the hospital con-
tinues to change to meet the 
community’s needs.

“It’s a chance to bring new 
and exciting development to 
an institution has been part of 
the story of this community for 
many years,” Steve Newton, re-
gion president of Baylor Scott & 
White Health, said. “We intend 
through our work to be trusted 
as the best place to provide safe 
quality, compassionate care. 
We will do whatever we can to 
meet the needs of this commu-
nity, because the community is 
changing.”

“From the very first thoughts 
of this project, our intention 
was to reflect the excellence 
that happens here at Baylor 
Scott and White Irving,” Darin 
Sloan, Baylor Scott & White 

Medical Center-Irving board 
chair, said. “For those of you 
who have received care here, 
you know that you walk away 
from this place with a big sense 
of ‘Wow!’ The doctors, the 
nurses and staff, the adminis-
tration have all provided ex-
cellence in care and customer 
service for years and years. We 
knew our facilities didn’t really 
reflect that, and we wanted to 
change that. I feel like we can 
all stand back today and look 
at the point and the halo and 
down these hallways and say 
‘Wow’ now. 

“What happens in this build-
ing is so important. Every day 
some of the greatest joys are 
celebrated and some of the 
greatest losses are felt inside 
this building. Tears of delight 
as life begins or recovery is 
completed to the tears of the 
deepest losses of life as a diag-
nosis starts a long unwanted 
journey or maybe even a jour-
ney comes to an end. What a 
worthwhile endeavor to create 
a place where people can gath-
er and pray and celebrate and 
mourn.”

Standout Renovations 
One of the standout reno-

vations is the expansion of the 
lobby.

“It was super important for 
us to have something that when 
the community drove up to the 
hospital, they can go ‘That is 
the entrance,’” Nikoma Wolf, 
vice president of operations at 
Baylor Scott & White Health 
Medical Center-Irving said. “In 
our old facade, the entrance 
would kind of blend in and a 
lot of people used to think the 
medical office building was the 
hospital entrance. 

“We wanted a healing envi-
ronment. We wanted a place 
that felt peaceful when you 
come in the door not loud and 
crazy.”

“You now enter the front of 
the building at what’s now re-
ferred to as the point,” Schamp 
said. “There is the beautiful 
glass feature part of the lobby 
that extends out into what used 
to be the parking lot. 

“There is a halo sculpture 
hanging above the volunteer’s 
desk. The halo has three com-
ponents to it. The three com-
ponents of the halo represent 
faith, unity and tradition, three 
important parts of the fabric of 
this organization.”

Another big change was 
made to the second floor lay-
out.

“When you go up to the sec-
ond floor, day surgery, the GI 
labs and calf labs, that whole 
area has been redone,” Schamp 
said. “There’s a beautiful wait-
ing space at the top of the stairs 
for folks who are there for day 
surgery. We are very proud to 
have private rooms for day sur-
gery. It is very common in an 
outpatient day surgery to have 
curtain areas. That way when 
you are done we’re going to 

whisk somebody else in there. 
Now you have your own space 
and your own bathroom, which 
is a very nice feature for people.

“The hybrid surgery suite is 
on the second floor as part of 
our OR expansion, a new dialy-
sis space is on the second floor. 
When people who have outpa-
tient dialysis come to the hos-
pital, you need to continue di-
alysis. We added more beds for 
people to receive dialysis, more 
room for family or someone 
else to the caregiver to be with 
them beyond our own nurses. 
It gives us great flexibility and 
it’s better for the community.”

Additional hospital renova-
tions include the new physician 
lounge, EMS lounge, founda-
tion office, admissions office, 
volunteer office and chapel.

“Our medical staff had a 
very small lounge, there wasn’t 
enough seating,” Nikoma Wolf 
said. “It wasn’t a place they 
wanted to come and gather as 
a group. The physician lounge 
is the one place they can go to 
without getting bothered by 
50,000 people. 

“I took the opportunity with 
our Renaissance work to re-
configure a lot of the stuff on 

the first floor. Our old chapel 
had some really bad infrastruc-
ture, and it wasn’t being uti-
lized because of that. When we 
looked at reconfiguring the Re-
naissance, it didn’t make sense 
to put the chapel in the back of 
the house. Therefore, we built a 
new [chapel] up in the front of 
the building. Doing that, gave 
me some real estate to redo the 
infrastructure and create a new 
physicians lounge.”

The Future
Wolf is excited for the new 

patient tower which will in-
clude smart hospital beds.

“There’s so much technology 
opportunity with the bed tower 
that I’m really looking forward 
to. They don’t even really know 
what’s coming,” Wolf said. 
“We’re going from the Flint-
stones to the Jetsons. 

“We have always want-
ed the most optimal efficient 
flow. But it didn’t come easy 
and it wasn’t something we 
did right out the gate the first 
time. What I’ve learned out of 
this project is sometimes your 
failures are your biggest wins. 
That’s where you learn some 
of the most valuable pieces of 
information.”

Dr. Robert Israel, president 
of medical staff at Baylor Scott 
& White Health Medical Cen-
ter- Irving is eager to work with 
all the new equipment. 

“The new high tech suites 
are the future of cardiology 
and surgical procedures,” Is-
rael said. “I thought that nana 
probes and robotic surgery 
were reserved for Star Trek. 
Medicine is evolving rapid-
ly and so is our hospital staff. 
We’re expanding access to 
sub-specialists so that patients 
need not travel to receive high-
ly advanced care. Speaking for 
the medical staff, we’re com-
mitted to providing patient 
centered care with compassion 
and also a passion for excel-
lence.”

Schamp is pleased with vis-
itors and patients reactions to 
the renovations. 

“It’s quite funny when peo-
ple come here who have not 
been here in a long time. We 
resurfaced the whole front of 
the medical office building and 
the hospital was pulled out,” 
she said. “And they will say, ‘I 
got here, and I wasn’t sure if I 
was in the right place.’”

Coppell–The Coppell Swim 
Team recently traveled to 
Lewisville to compete at TI-
SCA North Zone, one of the 
most competitive high school 
meets in Texas, to measure it-
self against more than 40 high 
school teams. The team sent its 
largest delegation ever to this 
annual event, 30 individual 
event qualifiers, which is twice 

CHS swimmers record dramatic progress at TISCA
as many as last year. However, 
even Coach Mastebroek did 
not foresee the multitude and 
magnitude of personal best 
times the cowboys and cow-
girls produced. 

“I am incredibly proud of 
this team, and I couldn’t have 
asked for more,” Mastebroek 
said. “They did exceed my ex-
pectations.” 

The team’s success in the last 
event of the meet, the finals of 
the 400 free relay, summed-up 
and topped-off two days filled 
with great performances and 
remarkable progress. The girls 
400 free relay was led off by se-
nior Anamarija Radicic with a 
time off 57.1”, which was a full 
second faster than her 58.1” in-
dividual 100 free a day earlier 

(her best time going into the 
meet was 58.9”). At this point, 
Radicic has dropped 3 full sec-
onds in the event this season, 
which is unheard of for Varsity 
seniors. She also dropped half 
a second in the 50 free to 26.2”. 

Freshman Rachel Li took 
over from Radicic and record-
ed a respectable 59.3” to un-
leash senior Reesha Goes who 

produced a speedy 57.7”. Like 
Radidic, Goes significantly im-
proved her individual 100 free 
with a time of 58.4” the day be-
fore. Sophomore Krithi Meduri 
anchored the race with 56.7”. 

In addition, sophomore 
Claire McCoppin impressed 
again with another full second 
time drop in the individual 100 
free in 58.1”. 

Next, the cowboys got on the 
block for the same event and 
delivered an equally exhila-
rating performance: Cole Tra-
mel (49.9”), Johan Pretorius 
(48.7”), Ivan Lau (49.4”) and 
Ben Borchgardt (49.8”) sped 
to a time of 3:17.9”, which was 
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The need for speed brings fans, former racers, and mechanics to the Racers Reunion Banquet. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

The American Racing Memorial Association wins the 2019 Achievement 
Award for their work in recognizing drivers across the country. /Photo by Aubrey 
Turner.

Aubrey Turner
Irving—Race car drivers, 

collectors, restoration experts, 
and enthusiasts celebrated 
their passion during the Rac-
ers Reunion Banquet hosted 
by PCS Productions in Irving, 
Nov. 8-9. The annual banquet 
included informational talks, 
awards, a model car contest, 
and car exhibits. 

“This is a good time for peo-
ple to come together and visit,” 
Jim Perry, racecar historian, 
said. “I have made a lot of con-
nections here and get to see old 
friends. My dad started racing 
in 1953, so I have known some 
of these folks for a long time. 

“You will hear all sorts of 
things about races in this place. 
Many of us have been inter-
ested in races all our lives. I go 
to a lot of these banquets, and 
I look forward to this one the 
most. It is so well done.” 

“We are here because we are 
old, and we love racing,” for-
mer driver Jerry Stone said. 
“I drove for 38 years. I ran 
modifies, and then it changed 
to sprint cars. I come to these 
events to visit people I have 
known for years. Each year 
they have a different topic; to-
day’s the history of sprint cars.” 

“I started building cars in 
1956,” Joe Dooling said. “I built 
my first complete car in 1963. 
I was pretty successful at it. I 
lived in Illinois, and there were 
about 25 racetracks in 100 mile 
radius, so it was easy to find a 
race whenever you wanted to. 

“When I got married my wife 
got into it, she was the driv-
ing force. We had some pret-
ty good cars and some not as 

CAT-TASTIC: Popovich Comedy Pet Theater came to the Irving Arts Center 
for a few laughs on Friday, Nov. 15. The show was fun for the whole family, 
featuring a unique blend of physical comedy and the juggling skills of former 
Moscow Circus veteran Gregory Popovich. Popovich’s entourage consisted of 
more than 30 amazingly talented rescued pets. More photos can be viewed at 
RamblerNewspapers.com.

/Photos by Rodney J. Moore.

Talented animals The road goes on forever 
and the race never ends

good cars.” 
“I think the best drivers are 

humble,” Steve Foster said. 
“One thing that always im-
pressed me, and I always tried 
to do this, is to spend as much 
time with kids as I could when 
they approached me. If they 
wanted an autograph, that 
is what we would do. If they 
wanted to get in the car, that 
was also fine. It is just the way 
it should be. 

“The best drivers were just 
regular people. Some of the 
slowest guys were real jerks. I 
did not win as many races as 
some of the other folks did, but 
I tried to behave the way that 
Jerry Stone and the others be-
haved. We would be at the rac-
es and hang out and talk with 
each other. I had a lot of good 
drivers help me and tell me 
what worked for them.” 

Carol Marrow was one of the 
first women to drive a race car. 

“I had been going to the rac-
es all my life,” Marrow said. 
“When I was going to be 30, I 
realized that if I was going to 
race, I had better do it now. 

“There was one guy who 
would race with me. Every time 
he would pass me, he would 
blow me a kiss. I had a lot of 
fun, got to go a lot of places, 
and met a lot of people. I had to 
do pushups to be able to have 
the strength to turn the car, it 
was tough work. But it was so 
much fun. It was unusual for a 
woman to race, but I enjoyed 
it.”

“I am a fourth generation 
race car driver,” fifteen-year-

old Trey Burke said. “I started 
when I was nine. We got in 
touch with Joe Dooling and 
were able to get into one of his 
cars. With that we were able 
to get into a smaller race first; 
then this year we got into a big 
race. We won National Rookie 
of the Year. 

“It is a team effort. Yes there 
is one driver. There are so 
many people working togeth-
er to make these races hap-
pen. Everyone is excited about 
racing. I think people should 
bring their kids to the dirt rac-
es around here. You may learn 
something new. It is fun and a 
good family experience.” 

Irving–As part of its mis-
sion to seek out and grab 
hold of opportunities to 
serve, CHRIST Church Irving 
pledged $256,000 to the Irving 
Schools Foundation “Food for 
Thought” program, which aims 
to ensure that Irving Indepen-
dent School District (ISD) stu-
dents are equipped for success 
with consistent access to safe, 
nutritious food. 

As a result of its commitment 
to fight hunger among the stu-
dents of Irving ISD, CHRIST 
Church has delayed a previous-
ly announced plan to construct 
a 1,000-seat auditorium that 
will provide expanded space 
to serve children’s ministries. 
Currently in the eighth month 
of a three-year capital cam-
paign to build the new audi-
torium, CHRIST Church will 
postpone that initiative until 
May 2020 to address the more 
immediate need of tackling 
child hunger. 

The Irving Schools Founda-
tion provides financial resourc-
es to maximize educational 
opportunities for teachers and 
students.

“Nutrition was not originally 
part of our mission,” Crystal 
Scanio, CEO of Irving Schools 
Foundation said. “But how can 
a student learn when she is 
hungry? We had to expand our 
vision to meet the basic needs 
of students, and our board was 
eager to do so. First by feed-
ing 100 kids, which was man-
ageable. When the program 
grew to include 400 students, 
we were hanging on, but as it 
swelled over 900, we needed 
urgent financial support.”

“When we heard there are 
970 children suffering from 
food insecurity, we felt com-
pelled to act,” co-pastor Greg 
Beauchamp said. “Christianity 
looks out for those who cannot 
help themselves, and at the top 
of that list is a hungry child. It 
is our duty and our honor to 
provide the resources that can 
help students in need, and our 
Christian conscience would 
not allow us to construct a new 

Christ Church Irving 
supports initiative 
to end child hunger 

building when there are chil-
dren going without food. No 
one wants the new auditorium 
more than me, but the ‘want’ 
to feed hungry children is even 
greater.”  

“Our vision for the church is 
to help everyone in our com-
munity with their physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs,” 
co-pastor Keith Luttrell said. 
“We’ve done that in all kinds 
of ways that led to amazing 
growth in our church, but this 
project is greater than anything 
we’ve done before.”

“One of our janitors saw a 
fourth grader grab an apple 
core from the trash and eat the 
remnant,” Scanio said. “The 
school investigated and real-
ized she wasn’t getting food 
at home. The more we looked 
into the problem, the more 
we realized this was a crisis 
throughout our district.”  

Scanio shared these con-
cerns with Beauchamp and 
Luttrell, who were moved to 
act quickly. 

“When Greg and Keith called 
to say CHRIST Church could 
support all 970 students for 
the year, I just started crying. 
It was truly an answer to my 
prayers,” Scanio said.

CHRIST Church has a rich 
legacy dating back 100 years as 
one of three original churches 
to receive land grants from the 
City of Irving founders. 

CHRIST Church has started 
reaching out to the business 
and faith community to raise 
additional funds.  

“The schools estimate anoth-
er 600 or more children will be 
identified, so we’re reaching 
out to the faith community to 
help. Everyone I’ve asked has 
said yes,” Beauchamp said. 
“We have a former member 
of our church who lives in Ar-
izona who sent $50,000. Our 
neighbors the Freeman Auto 
Group gave $10,000. Another 
business executive in Dallas 
sent $10,000. The outpouring 
of Christian charity has been 
amazing.”

SOURCE CHRIST Church
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Brain Curtis presents an awards to Jill Martinez. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

BLACK COLLAR AFFAIR
Continued from Page 1

also rescue injured and sick 
pets and arrange for necessary 
medical treatments so unwell 
pets can live a full, long, and 
healthy life. The shelter is a 
no-kill, non-profit organization 
that relies solely on donations 
to stay in operation.  

“The shelter is something 
that’s been near and dear to 
so many people’s hearts for so 
many years, and to see it be 
where it is today from where it 
came from, we’re so excited,” 
Mayor Rick Stopfer said. Lorraine Gilkison holds a kitty, Caleb, 

during the Black Collar Affair. /Photo 
by Ariel Graham.

the fastest cowboy time in over 
three years. 

Pretorius, Lau, and 
Borchardt also raced the 200 
medley relay together. The 
three cowboys pulled in Na-
than Lim to cover the breast-
stroke leg. The departure of 
the team’s top breaststroker in 
May left a hole in the success-
ful relay, but Lim has stepped 
up and has emerged as a great 
replacement. The boys stayed 
within two seconds of the 
school record. 

Perhaps the biggest 
jaw-droppers came from the 
CHS breaststroke squad with 
one impressive personal best 
after another in the 100 breast-
stroke: 

Bella Malick  
1:17.4” (1.5” improvement)

Rachel Li  
1:15.9” (3.2” improvement)

Koharu Wakabayashi 
1:12.9” (2.2” improvement)

Jonathan Ting  
1:09.0” (1.1” improvement)

Aaron Chang  
1:07.3” (0.4” improvement)

Aarya Atluri   
1:05.8” (3.3” improvement)

Liam Bjorkvall  
1:05.3” (1.6” improvement)

Nathan Lim   
1:04.2” (1.4” improvement).

On the girls-side, freshman 
Koharu Wakabayashi rose to 
the forefront. She is now the 
prime candidate to replace se-
nior breaststroke ace, Aurelie 
Migault, upon the conclusion 
of the season. Wakabayashi’s 
work ethic not only led to a time 
drop in the 100 breaststroke, 
but also in the 50 breaststroke 
with a relay split of 33.7”. In 
addition, her increased speed 
carried over to her 200 individ-
ual medley, in which she man-
aged to drop six full seconds. 
Migault was relieved to stop 
the clock at 1:06.6” in the 100 
breaststroke; that time means 
that anything is possible at Re-
gion and State in February. 

On the boys-side, seniors 
Chang, Atluri, and Bjorkvall 
made waves in the 100 breast-
stroke, but it was young Na-
than Lim, a sophomore that 
led the pack and got faster once 
again. Lim has dropped from 
a 1:12” 100 breaststroke to a 
1:04” over the course of just a 
few months. 

Shreya T i r u m a -
la had an all-over fantastic 
weekend with a fast 28.5” and 
1:01.4” 50 and 100 backstroke. 
Never before did she display 
this much speed in her prime 
events this early in the season. 
She shaved two full seconds off 
her 50 freestyle personal best 
to 26.8”, a time which catapults 
her into the top four of the 
team’s sprint squad. In addi-
tion, she dropped two full sec-
onds in the 100 butterfly with a 
new personal best of 1:04.6”. 

The boys 100 butterfly fea-
tured a neck and neck race 
between rookie Nathan Kim 
and senior Ben Borchgardt. 
Although Kim out-touched 
Borchardt by a fingernail (57.4” 
over 57.5”), Borchgardt rattled 
the audience with a time drop 
of more than two seconds. For 
years, Borchgardt swam along 
in the middle-distance free-
style events to finally emerge 
as a sprint flyer/freestyler in 
his last high school season. He 
now is a crucial link in both 
the 200 medley relay and the 
400 free relay, both of which 
are of school-record caliber. 
Nathan Kim, nonetheless, cer-
tainly is the rookie of the year 
with times that most freshman 
can only dream of. Besides his 
57.4” 100 butterfly, Kim also 
recorded a speedy 1:54” 200 
free and a very respectable 
52.3” in the 100 free.

The man to watch this sea-
son is Cole Tramel. Tramel not 
only dramatically improved his 
100 free (49.9” relay lead-off), 
which secured him a perma-
nent spot in the 400 free relay, 
but he also dropped significant 
time in his main events, the 
200 free (1:47.0”) and 500 free 
(4:47.3”). 

Junior Ivan Lau finaled in 

all his events and produced a 
series of solid swims in the 100 
free, recording four sub-50s 
over the course of the week-
end in both individual and 
relay events. Lau’s years of 
hard work paid-off especially 
in the 200 individual medley 
in which he dropped three full 
seconds to a new personal best 
of 2:04.7”. 

Rookie William Li swam the 
event as well and improved his 
best time again. 

The CHS sprint squad saw 
time drops across the board in 
the 50 and 100 free. Captain 
Ritesh Dontula led the squad 
with best times of 23.0” and 
52.2”. Connor Neeley swam an 
all-time best of 23.5” and a very 
respectable 53.3”. Neil Upreti 
followed closely and was much 
faster than ever before with 
times of 24.1” and 53.4”. He 
also set a personal best in the 
100 back with a time of 1:03.6”. 
Satvik Surapaneni topped the 
sprint squad’s success off with 
a personal best of 54.2” and a 
fast 50 free relay split of 23.9”. 
Hector Romero also clocked a 
speedy relay split of 23.9” and 
lower classmen Scott Moy-
er, Arjun Baindur, and Ansh 
Deshmukh provided hope for 
the future with their respective 
relay splits of 24.3”, 24.6”, and 
24.7”.

SOURCE Coppell ISD

SWIMMING
Continued from Page 6


