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Tonya Winchester shares her story of being involved in a DWI. /Photo by Stacey Doud.
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Super Lunch
Dec. 10 @ 11 a.m.

Irving Convention Center

Find more info on the 
event on page 3

By Charles Dyer
Coppell—Dallas, Irving, and 

Coppell community members 
and residents celebrated the 
opening of the first phase of Cy-
press Waters Trail with music, 
food, and family-friendly activ-
ities at The Sound at Cypress 
Waters on Saturday, Nov. 23. 

This first phase includes 2 
miles of a paved lakeside trail 
plus 2.5 miles of extended 
adventure trail. Eventually, 
the Cypress Waters Trail is 
planned to be a six mile loop 
around North Lake and will 

By Stacey Doud
Dallas—The 2019 North 

Texas Driving While Intoxicat-
ed (DWI) press conference was 
hosted at the Goodwill Thrift 
Store and Donation Center in 
Dallas on Wednesday, Nov. 20. 

“Every 15 minutes in the 
United States, there is a death 
caused by a drunk driver,” Dal-
las County Commissioner, Dr. 
Elba Garcia, said. “That adds 
up to over 10,000 lives a year 
in our country. In Texas, it’s 

By Luke Schumacher
C a r r o l l t o n - F a r m e r s 

Branch—Students at McCoy 
Elementary School in Carroll-
ton-Farmers Branch ISD re-
ceived a hands-on experience 
learning about aerospace tech-
nology on Tuesday, Nov. 19.

“We are educating the chil-
dren on the reason to contin-
ue their higher education and 
keep them motivated to stay in 
school,” Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel (ret) Jerry Reid said. 
“By showing as they continue 
their education, students can 
become pilots. They can work 
on airplanes. It all requires ad-
ditional training and very tech-
nical knowledge.”

Cypress Waters Trail opens
connect to the Campion Trail. 
The Cypress Waters Trail is 
part of Cypress Waters, a mas-
ter-planned community devel-
opment.

“What you see in Cypress 
Waters right now is a small 
part of what it will eventually 
be,” Erik Johnson, senior vice 
president of marketing for Bill-
ingsley Company, said. “Even-
tually, it will be built out with 
additional multifamily hous-
ing, additional office complex-
es on both the east side of the 
lake and on the north side of 

the lake, south of [East] Belt-
line [Road].”

Vice president of Billingsley 
Company, Rachel Koch, spoke 
about the value of having out-
door spaces and trails available 

to the Cypress Waters commu-
nity. 

“It’s important to offer a life-
style community that has that 
added element of something 
you can do with your whole 

family for free,” Koch said. 
“You don’t get the water ele-
ment in many places in DFW. 
We’re developing a live, work, 
play community.” 

Shoba Sahabevan played an 

oversized game of chess with 
her two sons during the cele-
bration.

By Luke Schumacher 
Irving—The Regional His-

panic Contractors Association 
hosted the Dallas and Fort 
Worth Heavy Highway Forum 
on Friday, Nov. 22. During the 
event, Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) lead-
ers and engineers spoke about 
current and upcoming proj-
ects.

The Irving Interchange Proj-
ect at the interchanges at SH 
183, SH 114, SH 12, and SPUR 
482 is part of the Dallas district 
of TxDOT long term projects

“This project has been 10 
plus years in the making,” Jes-
sica Lewis, Irving Interchange 
design project manager, said. 
“Loop 12 is going to be the ma-
jorly reconstructed portion of 
this interchange. It’s going to 
be completely reconstructed 
for about 1.2 miles beginning 
at Union Bower and going all 
the way to Texas Plaza.

“[Currently], the existing 
section right now is six lanes 
on the general purpose lanes, 
and we have two lane frontage 
roads. We are proposing to add 
a general purpose lane in each 
direction to make eight lanes. 
Then you have two to three 
lanes on the frontage roads, 
and we’re also reconfiguring 
the ramps along entrances. Ex-
its will be reconfigured as well.”

“We have 41 total proposed 
retaining walls throughout the 

Highway changes 
coming to Irving

DWI Task Force announces 
campaign for holiday season

one [accident or fatality] every 
20 minutes. In Dallas County 
alone, 80 people were killed 
last year [due to drunk driving], 
and over 1,172 people were af-
fected by these incidents, as it 
doesn’t just affect the drivers, 
but their families, friends and 
their communities.”

MADD started the Designat-
ed Driver campaign 33 years 
ago.

“Between 6 p.m. on Thanks-
giving and New Years’ Eve last 
year, there were 1,068 drunk 
driving incidents across the 

country, accounting for 29 
percent of all traffic deaths, 
according to NTSA [National 
Transportation Safety Authori-
ty],” Terri Peaks, MADD repre-
sentative, said. “With so many 
options today, such as Uber 
and designated drivers, family 
members and friends, there’s 
no excuse to drink and drive.”

Tonya Winchester, a victim 
of a drunk driving accident in 
2005 when she was 17 years 
old, spoke during the event. 

“I grew up in McKinney, 
Texas, with my parents and my 

older sister,” Winchester said. 
“I was a happy girl who loved 
life. I had a heart for art, music, 
poetry and giving back to the 
community. 

“Despite all of these great 
and cherished things, I was 
broken on the inside from 
years of being bullied and go-
ing through sexual assault two 
times as a teenager. Both of 
these experiences really sent 
me down a dark path as an ad-
olescent.”

Two weeks after Winchester 
graduated from high school, 
she was drinking with three 
friends. They wanted to go to 
a party just two streets away. 
As this was Winchester’s first 
experience with alcohol, she 
realized she could not drive 
and asked her friends if anyone 
was sober enough to get behind 
the wheel. One friend volun-
teered to drive her Jeep, but 
then proceeded to run a stop 
sign, which resulted in their car 
being hit by an 18-wheeler on 
the passenger side, where Win-
chester was seated. The Jeep 
rolled three times, knocking all 
four friends unconscious. By 
the time paramedics arrived, 
the driver had fled the scene. 
Winchester was not breathing 
when she was found. She woke 
up two weeks later in the hos-
pital.

“I was unable to move, feel, 
breathe or do anything on my 
own,” Winchester said. “I was 

Ejecting students 
into the future

Chris Woodul (left) and Jerry Reid (right) help 5th grade students, Siena Vasquez and 
Elena Moreno, into the simulator. /Photo by John Starkey.

See FUTURE 
Page 8

“I have been asking for 
about a year if Jerry [and Chris 
Woodul] could bring the flight 
equipment and simulator,” 
Leslie Anne Aydelotte, McCoy’s 
LEAP 4 teacher, said. “The fo-
cus is for the kids to be able to 
experience the technology.”

The students learned about 
a flight simulator and restored 
ejector seats. Aviation enthusi-
ast and collector Chris Woodul 
supplied the equipment.

“We thought it would be neat 
to give [students] some hands 
on opportunity to touch and 
see and get their minds [curi-

project,” Dereje Tesemma, Ir-
ving Interchange construction 
manager, said. “We have 32 
proposed bridges. Ten of them 
are direct connectors, and the 
remaining 22 are over and un-
derpass bridges.

“The [project] is a seven day 
work week and also 24 hours.”

Lewis shared details about 
the contracts made in order to 
incentivize efficiency during 
high traffic hours.

“We put into our contract 
for the Loop 12 leg of the inter-
change [that] the contractor is 
to maintain three lanes open 
in both direction at all times,” 
Lewis said. “Whenever fewer of 
those three lanes are available, 
the contractor gets assessed 
a fee for that time period de-
pending on how many lanes 
they close.”

The projects come as the Tex-
as Transportation Commission 
approved the $77 billion Uni-
fied Transportation Program. 
The program is a 10-year plan 
to guide transportation project 
development, according to Tx-
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Bonnie Kelly (left) receives a quilt donated by the Irving Quilters Club to The Salvation Army.  /Photo by John Starkey.

Firefighters collect toys donated for the Irving Quilters Club for Blue Christmas. /Photo 
by John Starkey.

By Ariel Graham
Irving—At their monthly 

meeting, the Irving Quilters 
Club presented The Salvation 
Army with a quilt and the Ir-
ving Fire Department with toys 
for Blue Christmas on Thurs-
day, Nov. 21.

Benny Renard from Irving 
Fire Station 8 and several fire-
fighters from Station 2 accept-
ed the toys on behalf of the de-
partment.

“This is our 40th year for 
Blue Christmas,” Renard said. 
“We appreciate what the [Ir-
ving Quilters Club] has done. 
They’ve given us a really good 
kickoff to get started with our 
toy drive.”

The quilt will be one of many 
items for auction at the upcom-

Irving Quilters Club presents 
quilt to Salvation Army, toys 
for Blue Christmas

ing The Salvation Army’s Super 
Lunch.

“[The funds raised from the 
Super Lunch] keeps kids in af-
ter-school programs and sends 
them in the summer to Camp 
Hoblitzelle for a week,” Bonnie 
Kelly, The Salvation Army’s 
league of volunteers, said. “It 
also helps keep the lights on, 
keeps the senior food program 
going as well as the children’s 
programs. The funding takes 
care of the needy and impover-
ished who need rent and help 
with their utilities.”

The Salvation Army Super 
Lunch will be held Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, in the Irving Conven-
tion Center from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Tickets are available at the 
Irving Salvation Army website.

By Erika Pedroza
Christian Garcia may be a 

sophomore in high school. But 
the 15-year-old from Irving 
High almost has a full semes-
ter of college under his belt. In 
fact, he earned college credit 
as an eighth grader at Johnson 
Middle School a year-and-a-
half ago. 

He was recognized as the 
first student in recent school 
history to earn the prestigious 
AP Scholar distinction as a 
freshman, following his per-
formance on Advanced Place-
ment exams last spring as a 
ninth grader. To be named an 
AP Scholar, students must earn 
qualifying scores of 3 or high-
er on three or more Advanced 
Placement exams. 

“We have a great and chal-
lenging GT program that does 
allow our GT freshmen to take 
AP courses, like human geog-
raphy. But even then, it’s very 
difficult to earn this distinction 
until the end of a student’s 

Irving sophomore adds college prodigy to his resume

sophomore year,” Randall 
Winter, who has taught at Ir-
ving High School for 11 years, 
said. “This year may be the 
first year ever that we’ve had a 
student that earned AP Scholar 
distinction at the end of their 
freshman year. It’s definitely 
not happened in my tenure.”

Christian earned qualifying 
scores of 3 on his AP Human 
Geography and AP Spanish 
Literature exams and also 
earned a 4 on the AP Spanish 
exam in middle school.

“I knew [earning AP Schol-
ar distinction] could be a goal 
I could reach, and I thought it 

would look good on college ap-
plications,” Christian said. “But 
I didn’t know the requirements 
to reach it, so I wasn’t really 
striving for it. I just knew that 
it was good to take AP classes. 
It’s a big title, and to have it 
early gives me that much more 
opportunity to build up more 
college credit.”

Each qualifying score can 
equate to up to six hours of 
college credit. Christian is en-
rolled in three AP classes this 
year (Biology, English Lan-
guage and World History) and 
plans to enroll in others his 
junior and senior years. If he 
keeps pace, he could essen-
tially earn the equivalent of an 
associate’s degree through AP 
courses by the time he gradu-
ates high school. 

It’ll be a jumpstart for Chris-
tian, who wants to attend col-
lege and pursue a career in the 
medical field or in computer 
science. 

Given his success, it might 

be surprising to learn Christian 
admits he hasn’t quite mas-
tered the skill of studying.

“I try to go to Saturday ses-
sions, and I study when I have a 
big test. But studying is a habit 
that I haven’t really picked up,” 
he said. “I know I will eventu-
ally. But I feel like if I focus too 
much on school, I’d burn my-
self out. I think it’s important 
to have ‘you’ time, free time.”

For Christian, that includes 
extracurricular activities UIL 
Spelling and Vocabulary and 
playing the trombone in the 
band, as well as spending time 
with his family (his parents, 
natives of El Salvador, and 
his two brothers), who are the 
driving force behind his suc-
cess.

“My parents have always 
been big on education,” he 
said. “College is the central fo-
cus. You have to go to college. 
They really built my character 
on academics being import-
ant. And my brothers are also 

doing well in their classes. My 
brother is also in GT classes, 
so I want to be an example for 
both of them. I want to do re-

ally good so they can see they 
can do really well, too. That’s a 
thing I always strive for.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

Outside Sales 
Representative

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 
community business leaders.
Requirements: 
Personal Transportation & Valid 
Driver’s License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include:
Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 
Basic Computer Skills. Willingness 
to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers.

For more information 
call (972) 870-1992
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HIGHWAY CHANGES
Continued from Page 1

Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

A speaker discuss transportation. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.
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Rambler Event Calendar

Email  design@ramblernewspapers.net for
your event to be featured in Friday's blast!

Events are listed in Rambler's Friday email blast. 
Are you registered to receive the free blast?

Sign up for the blast on RamblerNewspapers.com

DOT’s website. 
“We’re responsible for about 

$8.9 billion of that, so that’s a 
little bit slightly over 10 percent 
for the Dallas District, so we’re 
very blessed in that area,” Mo 
Bur, Dallas district engineer 
for TxDOT, said. “It’s fitting 
that we’re having this event 
is the Friday before Thanks-
giving. You know we’re very 
blessed in Texas. I don’t think 
there’s ever been a time in the 
state of Texas when it’s good to 
be in the highway construction 
business.

“Dallas County is already 
over a million people. Texas is 
growing by 1,000 people a day. 
Half of that is from internal 
migration and the other half 
is from people coming from 
outside the state and outside 

the country. That presents a lot 
of challenges. All those people 
are bringing their vehicles with 
them, and they’re not really 
bring any more highway miles, 
so we need to find a way to cre-
ate not additional highways, 
but we’ve need to find a way to 
develop a reliable transporta-
tion system, so people can get 
to their destination safely.”

On the subject of safety, Bur 
brought attention to orange 
ribbons he and other TxDOT 
employees wore.

“It’s been 19 years since 
we’ve had a single day in Texas 
without a fatality,” Bur said. “In 
Texas, we’re averaging about 
3,600 people die a year. That’s 
about 10 people a day. But 94 
percent of our fatalities.”

Holiday Market and Tree 
Lighting
November 30, 12 – 8 p.m.
Gather your friends and family on 
Texas Lottery® Plaza for a day of 
holiday shopping, live music, festive 
treats and activities, and our second 
annual tree lighting! Shop local and 
support small business at our holiday 
market hosted by The Boho Market 
from noon to 8pm, gather around our 
30’ tree for our tree lighting ceremony 
at 8pm powered by DirectEnergy, and 
wrap up the night with a performance 
by Lady Diamond & The Ruff Rubies! 
| FREE ADMISSION | FREE PARKING 

Heritage House
December 1, 3-5p.m.
The Heritage House will be open for 
tours. Located at 303 South O’Connor, 
the home was built in 1912 for the C.P. 

Schulze family. It was designated a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 
1986. Admission is free. Visitors will 
also receive a complimentary copy of 
the Irving history book “Irving, Texas: 
From Rails to Wings.”
Mary’s Playhouse in the backyard 
garden area will also be open for 
visitors. Originally built as a chicken 
coop, the building was converted into a 
playhouse for the young Mary Schulze 
in the 1920’s. It contains several toys 
and items which had belonged to Mary 
and her brother Charles.

Holiday Open House
December 6, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Irving Arts Center’s 27th free Holiday 
Open House makes things merry and 
bright. Meet Santa and take a sculp-
ture garden train ride. Enjoy strolling 
players and holiday performances. 
Wander through a wonderland of 

decorated trees and see art work by 
Irving ISD elementary students. Family 
friendly holiday-themed art projects, 
refreshments and a free interactive 
performance by ARTrageous are all 
in store.

Concertos and Carols
December 6, 6:30 p.m.
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra helps 
spread the holiday cheer at the Irving 
Arts Center’s Holiday Open House. 
Come hear orchestral works that 
illuminate the winter season!
Dust off your Santa hat, harness up 
your reindeer, gather your family, and 
bid farewell to 2019 with us in the 
Dupree Theater. Included on the brief 
Christmas-themed program are works 
by composers Arcangelo Corelli and 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (known as 
“The Black Mahler”).

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Irving—Irving ISD AVID is 
leading when it comes to pre-
paring students for college.

AVID is a nationally-rec-
ognized program that helps 
students navigate the college 
application process and build 
the academic and social skills 
needed to succeed in college 
and the workforce. Data from 
AVID from the 2018-2019 
school year shows that AVID 
students in Irving ISD outper-

Irving ISD AVID outperforms national numbers
form students nationally in 
FAFSA and college application 
completion as well as college 
acceptance.

See below for data on the 
success of last year’s graduat-
ing class of Irving ISD students 
participating in the district’s 
AVID program.

Last year, 96 percent of Ir-
ving ISD seniors participating 
in AVID completed a FAFSA 
application, compared to the 

national rate of 61 percent. 
Likewise, 90 percent of Irving 
ISD AVID students applied 
to a four-year college, and 84 
percent were accepted. Na-
tionally, 81 percent of high 
school students aspire to earn a 
bachelor’s degree yet less than 
50 percent actually enroll at a 
four-year university.

Research shows that apply-
ing for financial aid is one of 
the best predictors of whether 

a student will enroll in college. 
Through the AVID program, 
the district hosts regular FAF-
SA application nights and 
provides dedicated in-school 

time for students to work with 
teachers and staff to complete 
their applications, providing 
them with better insight into 
the financial resources avail-

able to them.
“We congratulate Irving In-

dependent School District for 
its demonstrated commitment 
to ensuring that all students 
have the opportunity to pursue 
a post-secondary education,” 
Dr. Sandy Husk, former school 
superintendent and CEO of 
AVID, said. “The milestones 
announced today reflect Ir-
ving ISD’s holistic approach 
to college readiness, starting 
with building a culture of high 
expectations among teachers 
and students, and including 
the delivery of rigorous, stu-
dent-centric instruction that 
prepares them for college-level 
work. We are proud to be part 
of Irving ISD’s work to ensure 
all students can reach their full 
potential.”

Irving ISD joins more than 
7,000 K-12 schools and dis-
tricts across 47 states that 
partner with AVID to build a 
safe and open culture, high 
expectations for teachers and 
students, and collaboration in 
all classrooms. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

After polishing off turkey, 
stuffing and mashed potatoes, 
millions of Americans will head 
to their garage or attic to take 
down their Christmas decora-
tions. Unfortunately, these sea-
sonal items can cause respira-
tory problems for many people, 
as we breathe in the mold and 
dust they have collected over 
the past 11 months. 

According to the EPA (Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency), 
Americans, on average spend 
approximately 90 percent of 
their day indoors, where con-
centrations of some pollutants 
can be 2 to 5 times higher than 
the air we breathe outdoors. 
These conditions are made 
worse during the holidays as 
we add trees, decorations and 

Christmas decorations can 
add to indoor air irritants

See CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Page 7

candles around our homes 
which can be harmful for 
friends and family members 

with allergies, asthma, or other 
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Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

EMPLOYMENT

DWI AWARENESS
Continued from Page 1

The car stands as a reminder of someone's DWI. No one needs to drive while 
intoxicated. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

LIFE TRIBUTES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

Norman Jones July10, 1925 – Nov. 21, 2019 
Richard “Dick” McClure July 1, 1936 – Nov. 21, 2019

Calvin “Buddy” Jernigan March 26, 1925 – Jan. 13, 2019
Paula Dean Davis July 27, 1950 – Nov. 25, 2019        

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313

Rita Shirlene Hoffman Dec. 5, 1939 – Nov. 21, 2019
Pamela Ann Evans  Sep. 27, 1941 – Nov. 23, 2019
Sidney Ann Jones  Sept. 28, 1934 – Nov. 21, 2019

Vera Hall  April 12, 1935 – Nov. 24, 2019
Jean Muelschen   Oct. 12, 1924 – Nov. 22, 2019

LEGAL

NOTICE OF BUILDING AND STANDARDS 
COMMISSION ORDERS

On November 21, 2019, the City of Irving Building and 
Standards Commission held a Public Hearing to consider 
the issuance of an order requiring the repair, removal or 
demolition of the structures on various properties located 
within the City of Irving.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Building and 
Standards Commission ordered the following:

The case involving the property located at 2009 Markland 
St. is ordered to be assessed civil penalties for a total 
amount of $34,000 for failure to repair the Property in 
compliance with the Commission’s March 28, 2019 Order. 
These civil penalties constitute a personal liability of the 
owner, Bank of New York Mellon, and a lien against the 
property and accrue interest at a rate of ten (10) percent per 
annum until paid.

The case involving the property located at 1832 Piedmont 
St. is ordered to be assessed civil penalties for a total 
amount of $26,000 for failure to repair or demolish the 
Property in compliance with the Commission’s September 
26, 2019 Order. These civil penalties constitute a personal 
liability of the owner, Ben Duggan, and a lien against the 
property and accrue interest at a rate of ten (10) percent per 
annum until paid.

The cases involving the properties located at 521 S. 
Britain Rd., 1916 W Oakdale Rd., 302 S. Hastings St., 
626 E. Irving Blvd., and 2102 W. Rochelle Rd. be closed 
for compliance. 

For questions, or to obtain a copy of any of the orders 
referenced above, contact Monica Gutierrez-Salgado, Staff 
Assistant for the Building and Standards Commission, City 
of Irving, Code Enforcement Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-4830).  Additionally, copies 
of the orders are available in the Irving City Secretary’s 
Office at 825 W. Irving Blvd., 4th Floor, Irving, Texas 
75060.

Sr. Oracle DBA, ADT, Irving, TX. Des. & impl. Oracle DB envir. Intrprt 
bus issues & rcmnd best pract., solve complex probl., perform. issues, 
& idetfy sltns. Ensure enterpr. DB envir. are in opt. cond’n, mnge prod. 
DBs, & lead sltn designs. Drive dev. of policies & proced. to max. DB 
prfrmnc & effic. Prfrm phys. compute & data storage alloc’n & usage. 
Des. & impl. redundant systs, policies, & proc. for disaster recovery. 
Est. end-user DB access contr. levels & routines for end-users. Cond. 
res & trng to make recs on DB prods, srvcs, prtcls, & stndrds in supp of 
procurement & dev. Sup. prdctn & non-prdctn systs/DBs/new dplymnt. 
Supp. & impl. high availability DB envir. - Oracle RAC 11g/12c, ASM, 
Exadata, Oracle Data Guard, OEM, OID, Ignite/SolarWinds, & Golden 
Gate. Bach. or equiv. in CS, CE or rel. techn & 5 yrs prior progr. wrk 
exp. w/Oracle DB admnstrn & engrng. 5 yrs exp. w/: mngng Oracle 
DataWH DBs; Oracle DB prfrmnc tuning & trouble-shooting; on DBs 
running on Exadata; Oracle RAC & DB High Avlblty; mngng Exadata 
Systs. Resume to Kevin Parlett, Talent Specialist, ADT, 1501 Yamato 
Road, Boca Raton, FL, 33431.

Sr Full Stack Dvlpr, ADT, Irving, TX. Dev, Web & mob apps for field 
srvcs. Dev & supp field srvc Mob, 3PS & TFE apps. Des, coord, exec 
& supp sftwr app des. Dev & depl intgr’d sols to enhnc, consol. & 
coord independ. desgn’d apps enterprise-wide. Des guidelines for app 
perform. & scalability & reslv issues re load & perform. testing. Assess 
apps, legacy syss, DBs, web intrfcs, & hrdwr logic on mltpl platf., integr. 
enterp. reqs. Progr. des., coding, code review, BM testing, debugging, & 
document’n. Determ. bus. reqs. Des, dev & test app code to meet bus 
reqs. Master’s or equiv. in CS, CE or rel. techn. & 1 yr exp in Web App 
Dev. In alt., bach. or equiv. in CS, CE or rel. techn. & 3 yrs of prior progr. 
exp. in Web App Dev. 1 yr exp w/: enterpr. secur. architect., quart/mo 
deliv.; var. sftwr/app dev methodologies w/wrkng knwldg of agile dev; 
Javascript, AngularJS, Angular2/4 Knockout JS, HTML5, jQuery, XML, 
CSS, Bootstrap & SaaS; Unit tstng frmwrks Junit, Mockito, Jasmine & 
Karma or smlr; CI, Jenkins, Jira, Crucible, SVN, GIT & other dev supp 
tools; var debug/testing tools. Demonstr. exp. w/: Oracle PL/SQL or 
smlr RDBMS SQL dialects; Web App Dev w/multi-chnl (iOS, Android, 
Windows) hybrid app dev; server-side dev using Java, JEE, Restful, 
Sap, JMS & open source frmwrks; integr of app using enterpr. srvcs, 
EAI & JEE, MVC, MVVM des ptrns; cloud app dev. Resume to Kevin 
Parlett, Talent Specialist, ADT, 1501 Yamato Rd, Boca Raton, FL 33431

IMCS Group, Inc has multiple openings for the following positions:

Master’s only/equiv.: .Net Developer I (IMCSNDI18):  Create, 
modify, and test the code, forms, and script that allow computer 
applications to run. Java Developer (IMCSJD19): Develop 
and implement web applications. Mail resume with 
job ID to HR: 9901 East Valley Ranch Parkway, 
Suite 3020, Irving, TX 75063. Travel to unanticipated 
worksites throughout U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted.

Patriot Mobile LLC in Irving, TX, seeks Business Intelligence 
Analysts to provide complex data analytics to help set pricing, 
purchase access & create calling plans.   E-Mail resumes 
to:  info@patriotmobile.com. Use Code BIA 101. No trvl; no 
telecomm.

James Lucian Childs
October 18, 1923 – Novem-

ber 7, 2019
James was born in Wichi-

ta Falls, TX to Father Lucian 
Augustas Childs and Hortense 
Wells Childs. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, brother 
Donald Lewis Childs, sister Ora 
Alberta Childs Littlefield and 
granddaughter Holly Elizabeth 
Wilkendorf. 

James joined the army in 
1942 and had quite a varied 
career, including electronics, 
Morse code, radar and flight 
training. While in Boca Raton, 
FL he met and married his first 
wife. After the Army they set-
tled in Kansas City, MO where 
he started a career with South-
western Bell. They had 3 girls; 
Penelope Jane, Evelyn Marie 
and Lori Ellen. His career with 
MaBell included time in South-
ern California and working as a 
Union president, Local 9503.

After his divorce in 1974, 
James visited friends in Victo-
ria, B.C with Lori where he met 

Ann Louise Scott and the next 
year he returned and proposed. 
The Canadian government 
gave them a month to marry 
so that he was eligible to stay 
in Canada. They married May 
2, 1975 and lived in Victoria 
for 29 years as a non-citizen 
resident. Together they raised 
Louise’s daughter Suzanne and 
7 foster children as well.

Louise and James were plan-
ning to move when Suzanne 
called and said she was having 
a baby. They moved to Texas in 
1998 to be near Suzanne and 
her two boys, Andrew and An-
thony. The Childs opened their 
day care and cared for those 
grandboys and 38 subsequent 
children. Many of the chil-
dren kept in touch with James 
and Louise and called James 
“Papa”.

James started attending St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church with 
Louise in 2012. James served 
as a lay reader and was affec-
tionately known to flirt with all 
the ladies at St. Mark’s! 

A Memorial Service will be 
held on Saturday, December 
14 at 11 am at St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church, 516 S. O’Connor 
Rd., Irving, TX with reception 
immediately following. Intern-
ment will be at DFW National 
Cemetery on December 20 at 
10:30 am. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, 516 
S. O’Connor Road, Irving, TX 
75060.

JAMES LUCIAN CHILDS, 96

Wilbur Gene Davis, age 85, 
long time Irving resident and 
Dallas Independent School 
District track & field official, 
went to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, 2019.  He was an Air 
Force veteran and retiree of 
IBM.

He will be deeply missed by 
his daughters, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren.

Interment is at Cedar Grove 
Cemetery, Pittsburg, Texas.

WILBUR GENE DAVIS, 85 

told that I had a spinal cord 
injury and would be paralyzed 
for the rest of my life.

“This event is so much big-
ger than the simple statement, 
‘Don’t drink and drive,’ be-
cause, as a community and as 
human beings, we know right 
from wrong, and we know not 
to drink and drive, yet so many 
people do it. This event is about 
life.”

“DWI is something that 
affects us all,” Garcia said. 
“When you have 50,000 peo-
ple dying in the United States, 
you have to do something. 
Here, in North Texas, we’re 
so blessed that so many police 
departments and law enforce-
ment organizations and orga-
nizations that provide services 
are here, because we need to do 
something. 

“This year, we decided to not 
only to continue our education-
al campaigns, but to change the 
format and the way we do it. 

We are going to try something 
new by going into social media 
as another way to get the mes-
sage out into the community 
and get the message out to the 
new generations.”

Dallas County DWI Task 
Force is available on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

“On our social media pages 
you’ll find a link that will give 
you a promo with Uber, which 
will give you a discount if you 
need a sober driver or just to 
get around,” Garcia said. “The 
main message continues to be 
simple: This is a crime that is 
avoidable. If people did not 
drink and drive, we would not 
have DWI. So, if you’re going to 
drink, please don’t drive.”

In attendance were officers 
from the Dallas, Richardson, 
Coppell, Arlington and Mes-
quite Police Departments, as 
well as the Dallas County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Austin—Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar announced he re-
cently completed the transfer 
of $3.33 billion into the State 
Highway Fund (SHF) and the 
Economic Stabilization Fund 
(ESF; commonly known as the 

Texas Comptroller transfers $3.3 billion to Rainy Day Funds
“Rainy Day Fund”). Each fund 
received more than $1.66 bil-
lion, or 50 percent of the total 
transfer.

The transfer amounts are 
based on crude oil and natural 
gas production tax revenues in 

excess of 1987 collections. If 
either tax generates more rev-
enue than the 1987 threshold, 
an amount equal to 75 percent 
of the excess is transferred.

In November 2014, vot-
ers approved a constitutional 
amendment allocating at least 
half of these severance taxes 
to the ESF, with the remain-

der going to the SHF for use on 
non-toll highway construction, 
maintenance and right-of-way 
acquisition.

According to the Texas Con-
stitution, the ESF transfer must 
occur within 90 days after the 
end of the fiscal year. When fis-
cal 2019 ended on Aug. 31, the 
ESF balance was $10.1 billion.

With this most recent trans-
fer, the new balance will be 
about $11.45 billion, not ac-
counting for currently out-
standing spending authority 
of approximately $3.74 billion. 
The balance in the ESF will 
change as agencies spend 
down this remaining appropri-
ation authority and investment 
earnings are realized.

Due to Senate Bill 69, 
championed by Hegar and 
signed into law during the 
last legislative session, the 
Comptroller’s office will be 

able to grow the ESF by 
investing its funds more 
prudently. 

“Senate Bill 69 allows me to 
move up to 75 percent of the 
Rainy Day Fund into prudent, 
but higher-yield, investments 
that would maintain the state’s 
purchasing power,” Hegar 
said. “The Rainy Day Fund is 
a tremendous asset for the tax-
payers of Texas, and I want to 
protect that asset to ensure it 
will be there for future gener-
ations.”

SOURCE Office of Texas Comptroller
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was Lebanese poet Kahlil Gibran who 
made the following sage observation: "I have 
learnt silence from the talkative, toleration from 
the intolerant, and kindness from the unkind; 
yet strange, I am ungrateful to these teachers."

* Those who study such things have 
determined that one out of every four alcoholic 
drinks consumed in the world has vodka in it.

* Famed actor Clark Gable, dubbed the King of 
Hollywood, was once a hobo.

* At some point you've almost certainly heard 
a coward described as "lily-livered," but did 
you ever wonder where that expression came 
from? It was once believed that the seat of 
courage in the human body was the liver; 
therefore, someone who was timid presumably 

lacked blood in the liver, causing that organ to become white. 

* Every day more money is printed for Monopoly than for the U.S. 
Treasury.

* There once was a law in Marshalltown, Iowa, stating that it was 
illegal for a horse to eat a fire hydrant. And in Oregon, it was at one 
time illegal for a dead person to serve on a jury.

* Would the history of medicine be different if Sigmund Freud had 
gone into law instead of psychoanalysis? That was his original 
aspiration in life -- to be a lawyer.

* Karaoke and karate: Other than the fact that they are both from 
Japan, you wouldn't think they have much in common. However, 
they both have the same root word, "kara," which means empty. 
"Oke" means "voice" and "te" means "hand;" hence, "karaoke" is 
"empty voice," and "karate" is "empty hand."

* Half of all Americans live within 50 miles of their birthplace.
***
Thought for the Day: "He who buys what he does not need steals 
from himself." -- Swedish proverb

1. ANATOMY: What is a common name for 
the "digitus annularis"?
2. MOVIES: Which 1980s movie featured 
the song "Up Where We Belong"?

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: In which year did Harper's print its 
first magazine?
4. U.S. PRESIDENT: Which president invented the swivel chair?
5. GAMES: What is the name of the male mascot in the 
"Monopoly" board game?
6. HISTORY: Which Revolutionary War figure led the Boston Tea 
Party?
7. TELEVISION: What was the name of Lily and Herman's son in 
"The Munsters"?
8. U.S. STATES: What is the capital of Idaho?
9. BIBLE: What was Abel's occupation, compared with 
Cain's?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of frogs called?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Ring finger
2. "An Officer and a Gentleman"
3. 1850
4. Thomas Jefferson
5. Rich Uncle Pennybags
6. Samuel Adams
7. Eddie
8. Boise
9. Abel was a shepherd, and 
Cain was a farmer.
10. An army
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CYPRESS WATERS TRAIL
Continued from Page 1

Heritage Singers sing gospel songs.  

Enjoying a beautiful day, people explore the trail. /Photo by Charles Dyer.

People look at a map of the Cypress Waters Trail. /Photo by Charles Dyer.

Irving Elks Lodge Elvis Concert

Saturday, Nov. 30
Doors open @ 5 p.m.
Show starts @ 6 p.m.

Ned Spencer will be putting on a Elvis concert at 
Irving Elks Lodge to raise Christmas toys for Irving's 
youngsters. The toys will be distributed by Irving ISD 

through their Project PASS program.

Come enjoy Ned Spencer's Elvis show and help make 
Christmas a little brighter for our Irving children!

For admission into the show please bring an unwrapped 
toy for a boy or girl between the ages of 1-16.

Burger baskets will be served beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. for $7.50

Irving Elks Lodge    2015 Britain Rd.    972-579-0005

“This is a place we use be with 
the kids,” Sahabevan said. “It’s 
a nice place to hang out. There 
are a lot of restaurants. It’s 
kid-friendly and dog-friendly.”

Once completed, the Cypress 
Waters Trail will provide com-
munity access to the future 
DART Cotton Belt “Silver Line” 
along East Beltline Road.

Heritage Center 
gives thanks

HAPPY THANKSGIVING: Heritage Senior Center celebrates Thanksgiving with 
a morning of festive folk music followed by a traditional Thanksgiving lunch on 
Friday, Nov. 22.

/Photos by Tricia Sims.

The Out of the Gate band plays folk music during the celebration.  

Heritage Senior Center personal get into the Thanksgiving spirit.  

A couple sings together during the festivities.  

Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) has announced that 
design-build contractor Archer 
Western Herzog will begin 
field construction Nov. 18 on 
the Silver Line, a future 26-
mile regional rail line between 
Plano, Texas, and Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport. 

Initial work will consist of re-
moval of abandoned rail along 
the right-of-way from the Dal-

DART begins construction on Silver Line

las North Tollway in Addison 
to west of Synergy Park Road 
in Richardson, as well as relo-
cation of AT&T utilities along 
Hillcrest Road from north of 
McCallum Boulevard to south 
of Wester Way.

Crews will demolish, stack 
and then load existing track, 
rail ties and ballast onto trucks 
to be hauled off-site.

Opening in December 2022, 

the $1.1 billion project will 
provide passenger rail con-
nections and service that will 
improve mobility, accessibility 
and system linkages to major 
employment, population and 
activity centers in the northern 
part of the DART Service Area. 
The Silver Line will traverse a 
total of seven cities: Grapevine, 
Coppell, Dallas, Carrollton, Ad-
dison, Richardson and Plano.

The Silver Line service will 
include 10 stations across the 
alignment, providing new 
transit opportunities for North 
Texas residents and deliver-
ing greater capacity and con-
nectivity, spurring economic 
development, and supporting 
workforce development across 

the region. The stations are 
DFW Terminal B, DFW North, 
Cypress Waters, Downtown 
Carrollton, Addison, Knoll 
Trail, UT Dallas, CityLine, 12th 
Street and Shiloh Road.

DART’s Silver Line will in-
terface with three existing rail 
lines: The Red/Orange Lines in 
Richardson/Plano, the Green 
Line in Carrollton and the Or-
ange Line at DFW Internation-
al Airport. In addition, at DFW 
International Airport, the proj-
ect will connect to the Trinity 
Metro TEXRail Regional Rail 
Line to Fort Worth, providing 
passengers with the opportuni-
ty to travel 60 miles across the 
North Texas region.

SOURCE DART
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Hotel employees join the chamber for a ribbon cutting. /Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

Visitors explore the new hotel. /Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

By Sheri Gibbs
Irving—The DFW Airport 

North/Irving TownePlace 
Suites by Marriot recently cele-
brated their grand opening. 

Featuring suite only rooms, 

New hotel brings the suite life to Irving

the 119 room hotel is located 
off of HWY 114 for easy access 
to the airport as well as shop-
ping, event venues, and other 
prime destinations. Designed 
for short and long-term stays, 

each room has a full-size refrig-
erator and small range cook-
top.

The hotel also offers a full 
bar, heated pool and commu-
nal grill for the ultimate relax-
ation environment.

The designer, Billy Brown, 
utilized corporate partnerships 
with businesses to design and 
furnish the rooms and com-

mon spaces. Brown has opened 
multiple hotels throughout the 
United States. 

“I want to point out that Billy 
Brown built a beautiful hotel, 
but if you don’t get the people 
part right, all this is for not,” in-
vestor Tony Weber said. “The 
team put together here is far 
above normal standards.” 

“The management has done 
a good job planning the open-
ing,” employee Haileigh Thom-
as said. “Everything has gone 
smoothly.”

The hotel is one of many 
businesses moving to the area 
recently.

“Anytime a business like this 
moves into the community, 
it’s a positive,” Beth Bowman, 
president/CEO of Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Com-
merce, said. “The chamber 
members and city officials are 
working together constantly 
to bring positive growth to our 
town.”

respiratory issues.
“Christmas Tree Syn-

drome”
While the pine scent may 

be nice to smell, the pollen 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Continued from Page 3

and mold remaining on a live 
Christmas tree are danger-
ous to breathe. Researchers at 
State University of New York 
found that 70 percent of the 

molds found in live trees can 
trigger severe asthma attacks, 
fatigue and sinus congestion. 
Artificial trees can also cause 
problems, especially if they’re 
not wrapped properly and have 
accumulated dust and mold 
spores while in storage. 

Here are some tips before 
you set up the Christmas tree 
this year:

For Live Trees:
Hose off the tree to remove 

pollen and mold and let dry be-
fore you bring it inside.

Wear gloves and long sleeves 
when carrying the tree to avoid 
sap touching your skin. 

Wipe down the trunk of the 
tree with a solution of 1-part 
bleach, 20 parts lukewarm wa-
ter.

For Artificial Trees:
Wrap the tree securely, store 

in a cool and dry place.
Wipe down the tree and or-

naments before setting up.
Reduce the amount of spray 

snow to frost your tree and 
windows. Aerosolized chemi-
cals can cause irritant reactions 
in the eyes, nose or lungs.

Dust off the decora-
tions 

They’ve been stored away 
for 11 months in garages, 
basements or attics which are 
known hangouts for mold and 
dust mites, carrying many 

allergens. Wipe those deco-
rations off thoroughly with 
a damp cloth when you take 
them out of storage. After the 
holidays, pack decorations in 
plastic bags, or bins, not card-
board. Cardboard is notorious 
for collecting dust and promot-
ing mold growth.

Stop the scented 
sprays and flocking 

Creating ambiance from a 
can could lead to irritated nos-
es and throats, exacerbating 
respiratory issues. Instead, try 
a natural potpourri of water, 
cinnamon sticks, cloves and 

orange peels, simmering on 
the stove, to keep your home 
smelling fresh and festive.

Snuff the scented can-
dles 

While they can create that 
warm cozy feeling in your 
home, candles can also lead 
to respiratory distress in peo-
ple with severe allergies or 
asthma. Some scented, petro-
leum-based candles can pro-
duce soot, as well as irritating 
particles and gasses. Candles 
made from soy, hemp, or bees-
wax, or even ones using LED 
“flickering light” effects may be 

a better option.
Punt the poinsettias 
The cheerful, traditional 

plant is everywhere during the 
holidays. But did you know 
poinsettias are members of the 
rubber tree family? That means 
anyone allergic to latex could 
develop anything from a rash 
to severe breathing problems, 
just by touching or inhaling the 
allergen. The plants can also 
be mildly toxic to pets, which 
can lead to vomiting, diarrhea 
or skin or eye irritation in dogs 
and cats.

SOURCE AdvantaClean
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Players get serious about the challenge of a new board game. /Photo by William 
Cennamo.

FUTURE
Continued from Page 1

By William Cennamo
Irving—Some might envi-

sion a board game convention, 
as a small group of people 
huddled over a game of Mo-
nopoly, fighting for that covet-
ed Boardwalk spot. However, 
modern gaming has exploded 
over the last decade with new 
games published every day. 
The games themselves have 
evolved from simply rolling 
dice and moving a token down 
a path, to allowing players to 
make meaningful decisions 
and strategic choices. 

Over 3,500 gamers descend-
ed upon the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel located on the in the 
DFW International Airport 
property for the 14th annual 
BoardGameGeek (BGG.Con) 
fall convention, Nov. 22-24. 

BGG.Con houses a library 
of over 8,000 different mod-
ern games. One of the most 
talked-about games this year 
is Wingspan, where players 

ous] about this,” Woodul said. 
“These are gifted and talent-
ed students with very curious 
minds.”

Woodul’s interest in ejector 
seats was sparked by his father.

“I got started because when I 
was a kid, there was a picture of 
my father sitting in an F-8 Cru-
sader,” Woodul said. “He was 
sitting in this giant black thing 
with red flags all over it and 
these yellow handles bigger 
than he was. For some reason 
I was attracted to it.

“I began to draw and de-
sign them. When I was a kid, 
I thought of myself as an engi-
neer and designer. I didn’t play 
football or do most of the nor-
mal things people did as a kid. 
My time was spent drawing, 
designing and trying to think 
like how a designer or engineer 
would solve problems using 
design.

“I didn’t have the equipment 
like I have now, but I read 
about it. I looked at every mag-
azine on aerospace technolo-
gy and every book you could 
imagine.”

Eventually, Woodul was able 
to start his collection.

“My cousin ended up getting 
an ejection seat, and I thought 
it was the coolest thing in the 
world,” he said. “I bugged him 
about it, and when I turned 
13 or 14, he gave it to me. I’ve 
probably had about 150 go 
through my hands since then, 
because I’ve found them all 

around the country.
“I’ve got about 100 ejector 

seats in my collection now and 
about 14 cockpits I’ve restored. 
I like to share them with peo-
ple, because if you have it on 
your own and don’t share it, it’s 
no fun.”

Woodul used to have his col-
lection displayed at the Fron-
tiers of Flight Museum. While 
he was there, hundreds of dif-
ferent airmen, astronauts and 
other notable aerospace figure-
heads signed the chairs. One 
his most memorable signa-
tures came from a six-year-old.

“The boy was an absolute 
genius,” Woodul said. “I sat 
with him and his mom. We 
were talking about reflectors 
and stealth design, and he 
would keep up. I saw myself in 
him except he is a lot more ad-
vanced than I was at his age. I 
had him sign it because he im-
pressed me so much.”

Sharing his collections helps 
inspire other youngsters to 
reach greater heights.

“A lot of people never get 
the chance to get this close or 
sit in something like this. This 
is a way for people to get their 
hands on, touch it, and even 
smell. It smells like airplane in 
the simulator.

“I want to inspire [students.] 
They don’t have to grow up to 
be pilots or engineers or me-
chanics or anything like that,” 
he said.

Leslie Anne Aydelotte (center) looks on as Chris Woodul (left) and Jerry Reid (right) 
speak about collecting aerospace memorabilia .  /Photo by John Starkey.

Board game convention 
offers thrills of play

are bird enthusiasts, seeking 
to find the finest birds to add 
to their collection by creat-
ing powerful combinations of 
cards and tokens.

Irving residents and long-
time board gamers, Julie and 
Brandon Mackheart have been 
coming to the convention for 
over five years. 

“We have a bunch of friends 
that come here as well every 
year, and we all gather and 
utilize the library to play tons 
of games together,” Brandon 
said. 

The library is not the only 
focus of the convention; every 
year publishers and vendors 
bring their newest games to 
demonstrate in the exhibitor 
hall. 

Jameson Sacks, who runs 
Common Ground Games, 
brought his inventory to the 
convention. 

“As a store owner, the con-
vention is a great way to cu-

rate the games for my store,” 
Sacks said. “I get to play a lot of 
games that are about to come 
out, and I can see if it’s some-
thing I should bring into the 
store, because I feel people will 
want to buy them.”

BoardGameGeek primarily 
focuses on people and game-
play. From the giant ballroom 
filled wall to wall with gaming 
tables, to smaller conference 
rooms for a more intimate area 
to play your favorite games, 
BoardGameGeek is the game 
player’s convention. 

Attendee Bruce Brown trav-
eled from New York to join the 
convention for his fourth year. 

“I’ve been playing games 
since I was a little kid, so the 
fact that I can walk around and 

meet people from all over the 
world with the same passion is 
really great,” Brown said. “I get 
to see them twice a year when 
we have this reason to come 
together.”

The convention spawned 
from a simple website made 
back in 2000 for people to 
get together and chat about 
board games online. Since 
then, BoardGameGeek.com 
has cemented itself as a staple 
of the board gaming commu-
nity. With over two million 
registered users, a database 
of over 100,000 games, and 
twice-annual conventions, 
BoardGameGeek.com is a hot 
spot for board gamers across 
the country.


