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One of the many food samples presented at the Taste of Coppell, Salata salad samples. 
/Photo by Aubrey Turner.
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Guests were able to bid on various items in a silent auction during the Irving Schools Foundation  Legacy Gala. /Photo by Caton Berry.

Save the Date!
Dedication of Irving HS Field House 

in honor of Coach Jim Bennett
Sun. Nov. 17 @ 4 p.m.

Sincerely, Bruce Burns

YUM: Tony Sirizzotti (right) serves Greg Stock (left) at the Kelly's Texican Grill table at 
the Taste of Coppell. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

By Caton Berry
Irving—The Irving Schools 

Foundation hosted their ninth 
annual Legacy Gala at the Four 
Seasons Resort on Friday, Nov. 
1. This year’s theme was “The 
Queen of the Nile.” Through-
out the evening, guests were 
able to enjoy both a live and 
silent auction, live music, a bel-
ly-dancer named Raina, and a 
costume contest for guests who 
dressed to the theme of ancient 
Egypt. 

“All of the profits from this 
event go to the Irving School 
District’s Food for Thought 
program. This program helps 
provide children with some-
thing to eat for when they go 
home,” auctioneer Jeff Cope-
land said. 

“This is our ninth year put-
ting on this Gala, and we are 
so thankful for the continued 
support of the Irving Schools 
Foundation,” Diana Plaff, 2019 
Legacy Gala co-chair, said. 
“People have been providing 
the foundation with support for 
the past 34 years, and because 
of this, so many students in our 
district have been given better 
opportunities. We are truly 
humbled by the support we 

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—For over 10 years, a 

group of quilters have come to-
gether to participate in the na-
tion-wide project to give back 
to military service members 
and veterans.

“As part of our community 
service projects, [the Irving 
Quilt Guild] started doing the 
Quilt of Valor about 12 years 
ago,” Carol Cook, member of 
the Irving Quilt Guild, said. “I 
heard about this program from 
watching Oprah one day.”

The Quilt of Valor Foun-
dation started in 2003 out of 
the sewing room of Catherine 
Roberts in Seaford, Delaware. 
Its mission is “to cover service 
members and veterans touched 

Gala raises funds for children in need
receive. Also, we couldn’t have 
put this event together without 
the help from our 2019 Gala 
committee. I really have to give 
special thanks in particular to 
Connie Dunn, who helped put 

together the ballroom.”
“When my mother founded 

this organization back in 1995, 
her first event was at the Irving 
Arts Center. She helped estab-
lish all the different roles peo-

ple would play when putting on 
these types of events, and has 
passed those roles on in years 
since. The foundation has real-
ly come a long way since then. 
I want to thank our guests for 

attending this event. We really 
could not do what we do if it 
weren’t for all of these amazing 
people coming out and sup-
porting our organization. On 
a less serious note, it’s great 
seeing all the people who came 
out dressed in costume. We’re 
having a costume contest later 
tonight, and it will be fun to see 
who wins.”

Crystal Scanio, President 
and CEO of the Irving Schools 
Foundation, echoed the hard 
work that went into planning 
the gala.

“This type of event does not 
just happen overnight,” Scanio 
said. “There are many things 
going on behind the scenes, 
and this really is a wonderful 
cause. There are so many kids 
in our district who go home 
hungry, and we have seen 
amazing results from events 
like this one. We’ve seen kids 
who were completely broken. 
They were not passing their 

classes. They didn’t have any 
friends. Now, because of our 
Food for Thought program, 
they can go back to being chil-
dren again. They can go back 
to class, and pass their classes. 
They can be successful. We are 
very excited tonight to have so 
much help from our guests.”

“This year, we actually had a 
few different events leading up 
to our Gala. One of those was 
our Fashion Feeds Children 
event,” Scanio said. “For those 
who don’t know, we collected 
gently used clothing from the 
community, sold it, and we 
made $5,000 from that event 
alone. 

"I’m really excited, because 
next year will be our tenth 
annual Legacy Gala. I can’t 
believe it’ll be ten years. Each 
year, we try to choose a theme 
based on a different country 

Taste of Coppell showcases 
local businesses' flavors

By Aubrey Turner
Coppell—The Coppell Cham-

ber of Commerce hosted its 
10th Annual Taste of Coppell 
at the Four Points by Sheraton 
hotel on Saturday, Nov. 2.  This 
event invites the community to 
come sample food and drinks 
from various restaurants in 
and around Coppell.  Guests 
vote for their favorites and cer-
tificates are awarded for the 
top restaurants at the end of 
the event.  

“The Chamber of Commerce 
is a strong supporter of the 
business community in Cop-
pell,” Wes Mays, Coppell city 
council member, said.  “This 
allows our citizens and our 
businesses to come together 
and experiment with different 
foods and drinks.  It allows 

businesses to show off their 
best food, including things that 
are not necessarily on the main 
menu.”  

“We are experiencing some 
change over in the restaurants 
in Coppell to better meet the 
needs of our changing popula-
tion,” Mays said.  “As our de-
mographics show that within 
the next 20-30 years our pop-
ulation density and diversity 
is going to change dramatical-
ly with a strong uptick in the 
Asian population as well as 
the Hispanic population.  This 
information was given by our 
state demographer.  The Taste 
of Coppell and the diversity in 
food choices here at the event 
is one way we are seeing this 
shift.  It is great to have so 
many different types of food.”

City council member Cliff 
Long was on the board for the 
Chamber of Commerce when 
the Taste of Coppell first start-
ed in 2009.  

“We had over 200 people 
buy tickets, and the restaurant 
owners realized that this was a 
good way to get new custom-
ers,” Long said.  “Each year it 
has grown a bit.  This year we 
had 29 food and drink vendors 
and about 300 tickets sold.”  

Ella Rogers attended the 
event for the first time this 
year.  

“I work in Coppell so I have 
tried a lot of the restaurants,” 
Rogers said.  “I enjoy try-
ing new food and so I really 
wanted to try the dishes each 
restaurant brought out. Peo-

ple should come out next year 
and try it.  It is great food, 
fun drinks, and you will enjoy 
yourself.”

Another attendee Norman 
Shoemaker came out to the 
event to support the city.

“I have lived in Coppell for 
years, and I always need to 
support Coppell,” Shoemaker 
said. “We need to get people 
out here and try this.  It is a 
great deal, it is well organized, 
and you get to try all sorts of 

Project
honors
veterans

by war with comforting and 
healing Quilts of Valor.” The 
quilts are described as “tangi-
ble reminders of appreciation 
and gratitude to service mem-
bers” and “are lifetime awards, 
stitched with love, prayers, and 
healing thoughts.”

“When [Quilt of Valor] start-
ed out they just covered the 
wounded,” Cook said. “After 
a few years, they realized that 
they were missing a whole pop-
ulation of people that needed to 
be honored also, that had been 
touched by war in ways like a 
brain injury or you go back and 
honor Vietnam vets, Korean 
vets, or even World War Two 
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JOB WELL DONE: (From left to right) David Pfaff, R. Scott Rowe, Rick Stopfer, Senator Nathan Johnson, Beth 
Bowmann, and Lars Rosene stand together in celebration of a successful year. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.
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By Ariel Graham
Irving—One person is in-

jured after their car collided 
with a TRE train last week.

At approximately 9 a.m. 

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Business leaders 

and influencers gathered to 
celebrate business develop-
ment gains made over the past 

TRE train collides with car in Irving
on Wednesday, Oct. 30, an 
eastbound Kia driven by a 
43-year-old female made a left 
turn from the railroad tracks 
on Rock Island Road to Irby 

Street. According to police 
reports, the driver failed to 
heed the warning signs, drove 
around the gates and collided 
with an eastbound TRE, which 

cause the vehicle to roll over 
onto its roof.

The driver was taken by Ir-
ving EMS to Parkland Hospital 
in Dallas with unknown inju-

ries. No injuries were reported 
on the TRE train. Tests per-
formed after the incident con-
firm the gate arms, lights, bells 
and horn were all functioning 

properly.
The incident was cleared and 

opened to rail service by 10:30 
a.m.

Chamber celebrates successful year

year. The Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce held its 
annual meeting in the Westin 
Convention Center on Thurs-
day, Oct. 24. 

“As we wrap up our fiscal 
year, I’m pleased to say it’s 
been another very productive 
and successful year,” Beth 
Bowman, president and CEO of 

the chamber, said. “The cham-
ber is wrapping up its first year 
of its five-year strategic plan, 
Powering Progress–For you. 
Through you. With you.

“The Irving Economic Devel-
opment Partnership, which is a 
strategic collaboration of the 
city of Irving, the Irving Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, 
along with private business 
industry, exists to fuel business 
growth, promote new capital 
investment, create high-quality 
jobs and improve overall qual-
ity of life.”

Some of the statistics 
Bowman highlighted in her 
initial remarks included 
$465,136,564 in capital invest-
ment, and 4,783,082 square 
feet of office space that was 
leased, purchased or construct-
ed in fiscal year 2018-2019. 

In addition to statistics, Bow-

man spoke about programs the 
chamber started.

“We kicked off the workforce 
initiative, bridging the talent 
gap that will bring our busi-
nesses and education resources 
together to build a high quality 
workforce,” she said.

The chamber also reported 
success during the 86th Texas 
Legislative session. Specifi-
cally, the chamber advocated 
for school finance reform in 
House Bill 3 and renewal of 
the Local Provider Participa-
tion Fund (LPPF) which was 
passed in House Bill 2326 and 
allows ‘Dallas County to maxi-
mize federal matching fund for 
Medicaid.’

The chamber has been na-
tionally recognized as a five 
star chamber of commerce.

“There are 7,000 chambers 
in the United States, but only 
214 are officially accredited 
by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce,” David Pfaff, incoming 
board chairman, said. “Accred-
itation is a prestigious honor 
earned through an organiza-
tion’s sound business practic-
es, expertise and strong lead-
ership.

“Of these 214 chambers, only 
125 are ranked five star. To 
achieve a five star chamber, we 
must stay in step with industry 
changes, use the business lead-
ership to support the principles 
of every free enterprise and 
promote pro-growth public 
policies at the federal, state and 
local levels. Five star organi-
zations are also recognized for 
their outstanding contribu-
tions to the community.

“This year, I’m asking you, 

the business leaders, to en-
courage your company to do 
more, your employees to do 
more, not just in Dallas but 
right here in Irving-Las Coli-
nas,” Pfaff said. “Everyone has 
a role to play regardless of the 
size your organization. What 
kind of personality can we 
bring to Irving? Let’s make it 
better everyday.”

R. Scott Rowe, president and 
CEO of Flowserve, spoke about 
the changes he brought to 
Flowserve when he first joined 
in 2017. It quickly became one 
of his missions to change the 
culture of Flowserve.

“We tried to open up the 
lines of communication,” Rowe 
said. “We do a lot better job of 
cascading information. I think 
our employees generally feel 
that they’re more informed to 
make better decisions, and that 
wasn’t the culture before.

“We always make sure we’re 
thinking about the impact of 
[policies] on the employees. It 
sounds incredibly basic, and I 
sound silly for saying that, but 
it wasn’t happening before.

“The third one, which is still 
a weakness [for us], is really 
understanding roles and re-
sponsibilities and document-
ing it. My belief is 99.9 percent 
of people have positive intent. 
They want to do the right 
thing, and so when things go 
bad, it’s usually because they 
don’t understand what we’re 
trying to accomplish. We put a 
lot of effort in [defining] roles 
and responsibilities and map-
ping business processes. We’re 
probably 60 percent of the way 
through that journey.” 

Nimitz students create musical prosthetic
Irving—A group of engineer-

ing students at Nimitz High 
School, their instructor, a mid-
dle school orchestra teacher, 
and The Irving Schools Foun-
dation banded together to pro-
vide an Austin Middle School 
student an opportunity to learn 
to play the cello.

Kayla Arqueta was born 
without a left forearm and 
hand, but she has never al-
lowed it to be a hindrance. Last 
year as a fifth grader at Gil-
bert Elementary School, Kayla 
decided she wanted to be in 
middle school orchestra to dis-
tinguish herself from her older 
brother and sister, who were in 
band and choir. 

“I couldn’t look at Kayla and 
say no,” Carly Addison, orches-
tra director at Austin Middle 
School, said. “When you see a 
kid advocate for themselves, 
you just have to do it. Then, 
it was like all the doors just 
opened up.”

Through some Google re-
search, Addison stumbled 
across an article about musi-
cal prosthetics developed by 
Dr. Jennifer Mankoff with the 
Human Computer Interaction 
Institute at Carnegie Mellon 
University. Addison called the 
number listed on the website, 
and much to her surprise, was 
answered by Dr. Mankoff.

“This is a renowned re-
searcher associated with Goo-
gle, IBM, Microsoft, and she 
just answered the phone with 
a, ‘Hi, it’s Jen,” Addison said. 
“After confirming it was Jen, 
as in Jennifer Mankoff, I ex-
plained why I was calling, and 
she said the blueprints on the 
website were free for public 
use. We just needed 3D print-
ing technology.”

Fellow Austin Middle School 
teacher Theresa Spencer, who 
previously worked at the dis-
trict’s Singley Academy, in-
formed her that all high schools 
had 3D printers through the 
Signature Studies (career and 
technical education) depart-
ment. Addison reached out to 
the department, who put her 
in touch with Dwight Davison, 
engineering teacher at Nimitz 

High School.
“The real testament to Irving 

ISD was when we first met with 
Mr. Davison,” Addison said. 
“He could’ve so easily blown us 
off.”

But he didn’t. Although Da-
vison had barely tinkered with 
3D printing prior to this sum-
mer, he did nOt think twice 
about taking on the project.

“What an incredible oppor-
tunity for my students,” Da-
vidson said. “My students will 
get real-world application. It’s 
important for their work to 
mean something. It’s import-
ant to help Kayla be a part of 
the orchestra at her school. If 
they were willing to do it, I was 
willing to learn and teach it the 
best I can.”

In total, six students signed 
up to work on the project. All 
of the students are certified in 
AutoCAD (used for design and 
drafting) and Inventor (used 
for mechanical design and 3D 
rendering), as well as OSHA 
(safety in the workplace) 
through Signature Studies. 

One team of four students 
meets during one class peri-
od, and a team of two meets 
in another. The students have 
their class period to work on 
the project and they are able to 
come in during lunch, before 
school or after school, to work 
some more. But whatever they 
work on must stay in the class-
room so that other students 
can build off it and share the 
files. 

While the students took the 
blueprints developed by Dr. 
Mankoff to print a prototype, 
they are taking it a step further 
and finding ways to improve 
the prosthetic – using different 
filament to make it more com-
fortable for Kayla and more 
durable, modifying the cal-
culations to make it slimmer, 
making it more fully functional 
with a greater range of motion, 
using the 3D printer to create a 
bolt and screw so the prosthetic 
is more lightweight, to name a 
few. 

“Everything begins with a 
sketch,” says Diego Zamora, 
one of the engineering students 

at Nimitz High School who 
took on the project. “Then you 
draw it on the computer using 
Inventor.”

After entering the calcula-
tions in Inventor, the students 
use Cura 3D printing software

“It basically takes the design 
and changes the file to lan-
guage for the 3D printer de-
sign,” explains Zamora.

Although the students have 
had to work through the chal-
lenges of being in different 
class periods, as well as per-
fecting size specs and varying 
temperature requirements 
based on filament, the students 
have plenty of resources to 
perfect their craft, thanks to a 

grant from the Irving Schools 
Foundation. And they plan to 
continue to hone the project so 
that Kayla has the opportuni-
ties she deserves.

“I’ve always had a passion 
for music,” says Nimitz High 
School senior Melvin Vil-
lalobos, who has participated 
in band for seven years. “If 
Kayla wants to continue doing 
music, I’ll do whatever I can 
for her to keep pursuing music. 
Plus, if you have the power to 
help people, do it.” 

Melvin isn’t the only one 
with that helping spirit. It  is 
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

See EXHIBIT
Page 6

Wreaths Across America
Saturday,  December 14, 2019, 11 A.M.

Oak Grove Memorial Gardens
Honoring Veterans is important.  Thus, we wanted to bring awareness of this program to 
you and families of veterans our staff ’s had the honor of serving this past year - if you would 
like to participate by purchasing one, three, ten or more wreaths; or to attend the ceremony 
on December 14th; and/or to volunteer your time the day of the ceremony.  By Ariel Graham

Irving—Over 20 years ago, 
Grayson Dantzic went up to 
his father’s photography studio 
in search of his father’s legacy. 
What he found was a touching 
tribute to not only his father, 
but also to jazz icon Billie Hol-
iday.

“I went looking for my dad, 
and I found Billie Holiday,” 
Dantzic said.

Jerry Dantzic was a photo-
journalist whose photographs 
appeared in such publications 
as the New York Times, Life, 
Look, Vanity Fair, and Ameri-
can Photo. His work is featured 
in permanent collections at 
the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, the Whitney, and the Mu-
seum of Modern Art. His son 
Grayson Dantzic, a photogra-
pher and photo archivist him-
self, now works diligently to 
preserve his father’s work.

 “In 1999, my father had a 
health issue and we were very 
concerned that he might die,” 
Dantzic said. “So I was asking 
him who he was and what he 
was about, not realizing what 
was ahead of me. Basically, he 
said ‘Go look up in my studio,’ 
which I hadn’t been allowed in 
since I was a kid. I was in my 
30s now, but I still respected 
his privacy. So I go up to his 
studio and it’s all these ‘leftover 
dreams,’ it’s photographs of 
Ingrid Bergman, Louie Arm-
strong, Miles Davis, and New 
York stuff and all of these pan-
oramas he had left unfinished.”

Among the photos of sing-
ers, musicians and New York 
streets, Dantzic found a sur-
prise: a collection of photos of 
one of his musical idols: the 
world renowned jazz and blues 
singer Billie Holiday. Dantzic 
decided to compile these im-
ages into a book called “Jerry 
Dantzic: Billie Holiday at Sug-
ar Hill.” And after the book, 

Billie Holiday holding her pet Chihuahua, Pepi, in front of Sugar Hill, Newark, New 
Jersey, April 18, 1957. /All photographs © 2018 Jerry Dantzic/ Jerry Dantzic Archives. 
All rights reserved. 

different foods and drinks. You 
need to let people know what is 
in Coppell so people can shop 
locally.  That is good for Cop-
pell.” 

Casey Dykes from Sunny 
Street Cafe served fresh pump-
kin pancakes to the visitors.  

“It is a great event and great 
exposure,” Dykes said. “The 
vendors are also talking with 

each other and sharing ideas 
and building community.  We 
hope we will get visitors here 
that will come to Sunny Street 
and try our breakfast or lunch.”  

Another vendor, Stephanie 
White from Rodeo Goat, said 
this event gave the new de-
velopment Cypress Waters a 
chance to shine. 

“A lot of people do not know 
about the restaurants at Cy-
press Waters.” White said.  
“When someone sees us at an 
event like this, they may be 
more willing to try our restau-
rant.  Then when they go to 
the restaurant and they see our 
faces, or recognize our menu, 
they feel that connection and 
want to come back. Not only 
is this great exposure but it is 
building relationships with the 
people in Coppell.”  

The evening culminated 
in awards given for the best 
appetizer, best non-alcohol 
drinks, best dessert, best alco-
hol, best booth, best entre, and 
the “Golden Fork” top award.  
Each winner was awarded with 
a certificate. The Golden Fork 
award was awarded to Zenzero 
for their booth with pork slid-
ers, fruit tarts, and mini pies.

Zenzero (center) won the Golden Fork award, along with two other awards. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

Freelancers
Needed

Rambler Newspapers is currently 
seeking inquisitive individuals 

with experience in:
Editing - 
Writing - 

Photography

To apply send resume, clips and 
image samples to: 

staceys@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information

call  972-870-1992

Exhibit honors Billie 
Holiday, Photographer

he decided to take it one step 
further.

“I took a leap of faith af-
ter I did the book, which took 
me about 20 years, to go to 
the Smithsonian based on 
the gospel according to one 
of my mentors: the late, great 
Phoebe Jacobs,” Dantzic ex-
plained. “She was the execu-
tive vice-president of the Louie 
Armstrong Educational Foun-
dation, and she had introduced 
me to senior project director 
Marquette Folley at The Smith-
sonian Institute Traveling Ex-
hibition Service [SITES].”

“I had a small show opening 
at the National Arts Club, just 

a very brief teaser show with 
40 to 60 of those prints blown 
up. I tried to get Marquette to 
go to that. But she wasn’t in 
town and she couldn’t see the 
show, but she met with me and 
I showed her the book. She 
worked her ‘Marquette magic,’ 
she loved the project from the 
word go and I had the privilege 
of being invited to the Smithso-
nian and meeting with another 
amazing project director Sarah 
Artes.”

Folley and Artes worked with 
Dantzic to create a new show, 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 41-56 AND 41-57 OF 
ARTICLE IX ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL DRAINAGE UTILITY SYSTEM” 
OF CHAPTER 41 ENTITLED “WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS” OF 
THE CODE OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, SETTING A NEW SCHEDULE OF DRAINAGE 
FEES; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas (the “City 
Council”) has, pursuant to its City Charter, statutory, and Constitutional 
authority, established the Irving Municipal Drainage Utility System (the 
“System”) within the municipal boundaries of the City of Irving, Texas 
(the “City”) by Ordinance No. 6111 on April 16, 1992, in the interest 
of the general public to protect the public health and safety from loss 
of life and property caused by surface water overflows, surface water 
stagnation, and pollution arising from nonpoint source runoff within the 
boundaries of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the provisions of Texas Local Gov’t Code Ch. 402, 
Subchapter C, have been renumbered and amended since the System 
was established in 1992, and said provisions are currently codified in 
Texas Local Gov’t Code Ch. 552, Subchapter C, entitled the “Municipal 
Drainage Utility Systems Act” (the “Act”), as now existing or as amended; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to adjust and revise the current 
schedule of drainage charges and provide rules for the use and 
operation of the System and prescribe and establish fees, together with 
the assessment, levy, and collection thereof to finance and fund the 
System, including funding of future drainage system construction; and 

WHEREAS, the established Service Area for the System is defined 
as the corporate boundaries of the City of Irving, Texas, as those 
boundaries are altered from time to time in accordance with state law 
and the Charter and ordinances of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the bases for the drainage 
charges set forth herein are directly related to drainage and the terms of 
the levy, and the classification of benefited properties set forth herein is 
nondiscriminatory, equitable, and reasonable; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, in setting the schedule of charges for 
drainage services, has based its calculations on an inventory of the lots 
and tracts within the Service Area; and 

WHEREAS, in setting such schedule of charges for drainage service, 
the City Council, has considered the land uses made of the benefited 
properties, and the size, in area, and the number of water meters of the 
benefited properties; and 

WHEREAS, the City has inspected and inventoried the System and 
identified future drainage system construction needs and hereby levies 
thirty-three percent (33%) in the drainage charge in contribution to 
the funding of future System improvements, including replacement, 
new construction, repair, or maintenance of the System, which shall 
be segregated and completely identifiable in the City’s accounts as 
provided by Section 552.049 of the Act.  

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the schedule of charges set forth 
in this ordinance and the rates upon which such schedule of charges 
was calculated are equitable for similar services in all areas of the 
Service Area; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has held a public hearing on the charges 
levied and imposed herein after publishing notice of such ordinance and 
public hearing as required by the Act.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS:

SECTION 1.  That the recitals and findings above are hereby made a 
part of and incorporated into this ordinance as if fully set forth herein. 

SECTION 2.  That Sections 41-56 and 41-57 of Article IX “Municipal 
Drainage Utility System”, of Chapter 41 of The Code of Civil and 
Criminal Ordinances of the City of Irving, Texas, are hereby amended 
to read as follows:
 
Sec. 41-56. - Established. 
(a)  The City Council finds it to be in the interest of the general public to 
protect the public health and safety from loss of life and property caused 
by surface water overflows, surface water stagnation, and pollution 
arising from nonpoint source runoff within the established Service Area 
and further finds that to protect such public interests: 

(1) The City will establish a schedule of drainage charges against all real 
property in the Service Area subject to charges under Texas Local Gov’t 
Code Ch. 552, Subchapter C, entitled the “Municipal Drainage Utility 
Systems Act” (the “Act”), as now existing or as amended; 

(2) The City will provide drainage for all real property within the Service 
Area on payment of drainage charges, except real property exempted 
under the Act; 

(3) The City will offer such drainage service on nondiscriminatory, 
reasonable, and equitable terms; and 

(4) The City may fix rates for drainage charges in advance and may 
change, adjust, and readjust the rates and charges for drainage service 
from time to time in accordance with the Act.  
 
(b) The Irving Municipal Drainage Utility System (the “System”) is 
hereby established and declared to be a public utility. The City shall 
have full authority to operate the System pursuant to the authority given 

and contained under Article XI, Section 5, of the Texas Constitution; the 
Charter; and the Act, as now existing or as amended.
 
(c) The City Council will, by ordinance, adopt and enforce rules it 
considers appropriate for the operation of the System, consistent with 
its authority and state law.
 
(d)  Prior to the levy of any drainage charges for the financing and 
funding of the System, the Irving City Council shall publish notice and 
hold a public hearing on such charges pursuant to the Act.

(e)  “Service Area” means the corporate boundaries of the City of Irving, 
Texas, as those boundaries are altered from time to time in accordance 
with state law and the Charter and ordinances of the City.

(f)  The applicable definitions provided in the Act are hereby adopted in 
their entirety as if fully set forth in this ordinance.  
Sec. 41-57. - Schedule of drainage charges.
 
(a)  The city manager, or the city manager’s designee, may annually 
recommend a schedule of drainage charges and the City may adopt 
it in the budget and levy the charges against all real property in the 
Service Area that is subject to drainage charges under the Act.  Unless 
a person’s lot or tract is exempted under this ordinance, the person may 
not use the drainage system for the lot or tract unless the person pays 
the full, established, drainage charge. 
(b)  The city may bill drainage charges, identified separately, with the 
City’s other public utility billings.  All bills for drainage utility charges are 
due and must be received by the City of Irving, Customer Service Office, 
before 5:00 p.m. on the due date shown on the bill. The due date is 
defined as the date shown on the bill, which is twenty-five (25) calendar 
days from the date bills were mailed. 
(c)  Unpaid bills; penalty: 
(1)  Any charge due hereunder which is not paid when due may be 
recovered in an action at law or in equity by the City, including fixture of 
a lien against the property, as allowed by law. The City may discontinue 
any utility services, including drainage utility services, provided by 
the City to any customer, and may assess penalties and recover any 
additional charges in accordance with the Act and Section 52-8 of this 
Code.       
(2)  Service will be resumed to any person, firm, corporation, or customer 
whose service has been discontinued upon payment of the overdue bill, 
plus the assessed penalty, plus an additional amount to cover the cost 
of disconnecting and resuming service as provided in Section 52-8 of 
this Code. 
(3)  The City shall have access, at all reasonable times, to any benefitted 
properties served by the drainage utility for inspection or repair or for the 
enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance and the Act.  
(d) The schedule of drainage charges (rates and fees) for 
municipal drainage utility services under this article shall be as follows:

(1)Residential property:

a. Single-family zoned property.

1.Base flat rate fee.

(i) Property zoned and developed for townhouse use under R-TH 
Townhouse, site plan, Planned Unit Development (PUD), Heritage 
Crossing District (HCD), or Transit Oriented Development (TOD) zoning 
for said use by Ordinance No. 1144 shall be charged four dollars and 
fifty cents ($4.50) per month per unit.

(ii) Property zoned and developed for duplex use under R-3.5 Two-
family, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said use by Ordinance 
No. 1144 shall be charged four dollars and fifty cents ($4.50) per month 
per unit.

(iii) Property zoned and developed for single family residential use 
under R-40, R-15, R-10, R-7.5, R-6, R-PH, R-ZL, R-ZLa, R-SFA or site 
plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said use by Ordinance No. 1144 on 
a lot of less than five thousand (5,000) square feet shall be charged four 
dollars and fifty cents ($4.50) per month per unit.

(iv) Property zoned and developed for manufactured home use under 
R-MH Manufactured Home, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for 
said use under Ordinance No. 1144 shall be charged six dollars ($6.00) 
per month per manufactured home.

(v) Property zoned and developed for single family residential use under 
R-40, R-15, R-10, R-7.5, R-6, R-PH, R-ZL, R-ZLa, R-SFA, or site plan, 
PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said use by Ordinance No. 1144 on a lot 
of five thousand (5,000) square feet or more shall be charged six dollars 
($6.00) per month per unit.

b.  Multifamily.

1. Base flat rate fee per parcel for land zoned and developed for triplex 
and four-unit apartment house use under R-2.5 and R-XF, site plan, 
PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning under Ordinance No. 1144 shall be charged 
fifteen dollars and seventy-two cents ($15.72) per month per complex.

2. Property zoned and developed for multifamily uses under R-MF-
1, R-MF-2, R-MF-O, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said 
uses under Ordinance No. 1144 or property zoned and developed 
multifamily under Ordinance No. 1144 and subject to a condominium 
regime shall be charged $0.0015 per square foot of impervious area 
per month; however, that part of the property held and maintained in 
its natural state until such time that the property is developed and all of 
the public infrastructure constructed has been accepted by the city for 
maintenance shall be exempt from these fees.

(2) Commercial/industrial property:  The fee for property zoned and 
developed for commercial or industrial uses under P-O, C-O, C-N, 

C-C, C-OU-1, C-OU-2, C-OU-3, C-W, FWY, M-FW (not developed for 
multifamily uses), ML-20, ML-20a, ML-40, ML-120, IP-AR, C-P, R-AB, 
AG, S-P-1, S-P-2, site plan, PUD, HCD, or TOD zoning for said uses 
under Ordinance No. 1144 shall be as follows:

a. Base flat rate fee for a parcel so zoned and developed one to ten 
thousand (10,000) square feet in size shall be thirteen dollars and fifty 
cents ($13.50) per month.

b. Base flat rate fee for a parcel so zoned and developed ten thousand 
one (10,001) to twenty thousand (20,000) square feet in size shall be 
twenty-seven dollars ($27.00) per month.

c. Base flat rate fee for a parcel so zoned and developed twenty 
thousand one (20,001) to forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet in 
size shall be fifty-four dollars ($54.00) per month.

d. Fee for parcels forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet in size or 
greater so zoned and developed shall be $0.0015 per square foot 
of impervious area per month; however, that part of a parcel held 
and maintained in its natural state until such time that the property is 
developed and all of the public infrastructure constructed has been 
accepted by the City for maintenance shall be exempt from these fees.

(3) Exemptions:  The following are exempt from the provisions of any 
rules or ordinances adopted by the City pursuant to the Act:
a. property with proper construction and maintenance of a wholly 
sufficient and privately owned drainage system;

b. property held and maintained in its natural state, until such time that 
the property is developed and all of the public infrastructure constructed 
has been accepted by the municipality in which the property is located 
for maintenance;

c. a subdivided lot, until a structure has been built on the lot and a 
certificate of occupancy has been issued by the municipality in which 
the property is located; 

d. the state of Texas, its agencies, and public institutions of higher 
education; and

e. real property owned or controlled by the City constituting the System, 
including public streets, rights-of-way, facilities, and infrastructure that 
provide drainage service.

(4) No effect on land owner obligations under city ordinances; no waiver 
of immunity.
 
a. The establishment of the drainage utility by the City does not relieve 
private land owners, developers, other individuals and entities from their 
responsibility for complying with the obligations of other ordinances 
of the City or laws of the state or federal government that relate to 
floodplain and storm water management.

b. The establishment of the drainage utility does not imply or warrant that 
a benefitted property will be free from flooding, storm water pollution, 
or stream erosion. The City makes no representation or warranty that 
all existing or future drainage problems will be remedied. This article 
does not create additional duties on the part of the City or create new 
liability or remedies for any flooding, stream erosion, deterioration of 
water quality, or other damages. Nothing in this article shall be deemed 
to waive the City’s immunity under law or reduce the necessity, if any, 
for flood insurance. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be cumulative of all other ordinances 
of the City of Irving and shall not repeal any of the provisions of said 
ordinances except in those instances where provisions of those 
ordinances are in direct conflict with the provisions of this ordinance.
SECTION 4. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance shall be 
deemed to be severable and that if the validity of any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, word, or phrase of this ordinance shall be declared to 
be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of any other section, 
subsection, sentence, clause, word, or phrase of this ordinance.
SECTION 5. That any person, firm, or corporation violating any of 
the terms or provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to the same 
penalties provided for in Section 41-71 and/or Chapter 1, Section 
1-6 “General Penalty; Continuing Violations” of the Code of Civil and 
Criminal Ordinances of the City of Irving, Texas, as applicable and as 
amended.
SECTION 6. That nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to affect 
any prosecution currently pending, or any suit or proceeding currently 
proceeding in any Court, or any liability incurred, or any cause or causes 
of action acquired or existing, under any act or prior ordinance, nor shall 
any legal right or remedy of the City of any character be lost, impaired, 
or affected by this ordinance.
SECTION 7. That the new rates established by this ordinance shall take 
effect upon second reading on January 16, 2020.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on first reading on December 12, 2019.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on second and final reading on  , 
2020.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

Public hearing review will be held at Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd. 
Irving, TX 75060 on December 12 at 7 p.m. and January 16 at 7 p.m.

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.
CITY HALL, First Floor, Council Chambers

825 W. IRVING BLVD., IRVING, TEXAS 75060

Notice is hereby given that the Building and Standards Commission of 
the City of Irving will conduct a public hearing at the date, time, and 
location listed above, to consider the issuance of an order assessing 
civil penalties or demolition for the structures on the following properties 
located within the City of Irving:

2009 Markland St. – Bank of New York Mellon (BSCP1812-0001) 
(Continued)

626 E. Irving Blvd. – 626 E. Irving Ventures LLC (BSCP1111-0012) 
(Continued)

2102 W. Rochelle Rd. – ARSH Estates LLC (BSCP1603-0006) 
(Continued)

521 S. Britain Rd. – McDowell, Kenneth L (BSCP1603-0002) 
(Continued)

1916 W. Oakdale Rd. – McDowell, Kenneth L (BSCP1809-0001) 
(Continued)

1832 Piedmont St. – Duggan, Ben (BSCP0912-0003) (Continued)

302 Hastings St. – New Testament Christian Churches of America 
INC. (BSCP1907-0001) (Continued)

All owners, mortgagees, lienholders or other persons with an interest in 
the above-listed properties may attend the hearing and will be allowed 
to present evidence for the Commission to consider on the assessment 
of the civil penalties or demolition. 

For any inquiries, please contact Monica Gutierrez Salgado at (972) 
721- 4830. 

Two crypts at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens, Irving TX for sale. 
Call 972-891-1934

TaxAct, Inc. has openings in Irving, TX for Software Engineer II 
& Software Engineer III to develop and modify general computer 
applications software or specialized utility programs. Qualified 
applicants should mail resumes (no calls or emails) to HR, 6333 
State Highway, 161, Ste. 400, Irving, TX 75038.

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.

Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

¥ It was writer and cartoonist James Thurber 
who made the following sage observation: 
"Humor is emotional chaos remembered in 
tranquility."

¥ A single pound of sequoia seeds contains 
roughly 90,000 individual seeds.

¥ The Romans were a bit wordy, it seems, when 
it came to naming certain foods. Would you 
recognize "oryza sativa" if you saw it? It's Latin 
for "rice." How about "solanum tuberosum"? 
That's what they called a potato.

¥ You might be surprised to learn that sloths can 
hold their breath longer than dolphins -- much 
longer. Dolphins come up to the surface for air 
about every 10 minutes, while sloths can go 40 

minutes without taking a breath. 

¥ Evidently it's not just humans who associate a deeper voice with 
maturity (and desirability) in males. It seems that male owls try to 
appear more macho and attract females by lowering the tone of 
their hoots.

¥ Did you know that in a random group of 23 people, there's a 50% 
likelihood that two will share a birthday? It seems counterintuitive 
-- there are, after all, 365 days in a year -- but the number-crunchers 
assert that it's true. In a group of 57 people, it's almost certain that 
two of them will have the same birthday -- the chances are more 
than 99%. Once you get up to 124 people, the chances are only 1 in 
100 trillion that there won't be a duplicated birthday.

¥ The largest structure ever built by living creatures isn't man-made 
-- it's Australia's Great Barrier Reef.
***
Thought for the Day: "There's only one way to have a happy 
marriage -- and as soon as I learn what it is, I'll get married again." 
-- Clint Eastwood

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What color is 
aubergine?
2. MEDICAL: What is a more common name for 
a rhytidectomy?

3. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin phrase "lex loci" mean?
4. MOVIES: Who played Yogurt in the parody comedy film 
"Spaceballs"?
5. HISTORY: In which war did England and France fight the Battle of 
Agincourt?
6. GEOGRAPHY: Which country is home of the active volcano Mount 
Vesuvius?
7. ART: How many paintings did Vincent Van Gogh sell in his lifetime?
8. SCIENCE: How many patents did Thomas Edison accumulate for his 
inventions?
9. ENTERTAINERS: What was the name of singer Michael Jackson's 
pet chimpanzee?
10. CHEMISTRY: What is the symbol for the chemical element 
of gold?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Purple
2. Face-lift
3. The law of the place
4. Mel Brooks
5. The Hundred Years' War
6. Italy
7. One
8. More than 500
9. Bubbles
10. Au (from the Latin aurum)
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Speakers at the ‘Get Your Kicks Around 356’ present their 'honorary' historical markers.  /Photo by Stacey Doud.

EXHIBIT
Continued from Page 3

DALLAS COUNTY UTILITY AND RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER DESIGNATION
OF AN AREA AS REINVESTMENT ZONE # 47 PURSUANT TO

TEXAS TAX CODE, CHAPTER 312, AND OTHER RELEVANT STATUTES.
 The Board of Directors of Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District does hereby give notice 
that a public hearing will be considered on the 20th day of November 2019 at 8:30 a.m. o’clock at the following 
location:

850 E. Las Colinas Blvd.
Irving, TX   75039

for the purpose of considering the designation of the hereinafter described property as Reinvestment Zone #47 
pursuant to the Texas Tax Code, Chapter 312 and other relevant statutes:

         Legal Description:
   Benihanas at Las Colinas

Lot 2 Block A
         777 Meadowcreek/5400 Whitehall St

           Irving, Texas 75038

 The Board of Directors, at the same meeting, will consider entering into a Tax Abatement Agreement 
with Hestian Holdings, LLC.

 At the hearing, all interested persons shall be entitled to speak and present evidence for or against 
the designation.

 Any party desiring additional information relative to the hearing may contact Heidi Bordges, Tax 
Collector for Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District at 972-556-0625, ext, 18.

 Executed this November 4, 2019.
     
     Heidi Bordges
     Tax Collector
     Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Jeane Dato Feb. 27, 1936 – Nov. 1, 2019 
James Gordon Holder Feb. 24, 1934 – Nov. 4, 2019

Vickey Foley Jan. 20, 1948 – Oct. 30, 2019
Carla Jean Hofer Dec. 30, 1953 – Nov. 5, 2019 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Ronnie R. Hardin Dec. 25, 1950 – Oct. 31, 2019
Bill Wilson Aug. 18, 1934 – Nov. 1, 2019

Elizabeth “Margi” Nichols April 27, 1952 – Nov. 4, 2019

LIFE  TRIBUTES

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Irving Heritage 

Society presented ‘Get Your 
Kicks Around 356’ at Main-
stage 222 on Sunday, Oct. 27. 
Featuring historical markers 
around Irving, the presenta-
tion provided some of the his-
tories of the towns that eventu-
ally became part of the city.

The second vice president 
of the Irving Heritage Society, 
Gary Shepf, organized the pro-
gram.

“Nobody really knows how 
many markers are out there,” 
Shepf said. “When you reach 
out to long-time residents of 
Irving, they have some histor-
ical background. 

“I’ve been in Irving since 
1965, so I’ve seen the growth. 
I don’t have near the histori-
cal connections, but it’s such 
a great city that a lot of people 
don’t know much about. The 
idea was to showcase some of 
the communities, but we want-
ed to list all of the [known his-
torical] markers.”

Emily Wilkin spoke about 
Kit, a town located in the area 
of South Irving Heights. The 
historical marker is located 
on the median island between 
Hwy 356 (E. Irving Blvd.), S. 
Irving Heights Dr. and E. 6th 
St.

John and Jestine Gorbit, the 
first settlers of Kit, traveled 
from Virginia to the area in the 
1850’s and purchased farm-
land. A small community grew 
up around the farm, which was 
called Gorbit. The settlement 
grew when Gorbit became a 
postal route stop before the 
Civil War.

Jonathan Story, his wife and 
13 children, who were original-
ly from Illinois, settled in the 
Gorbit area in 1885. Story’s 

one that not only honored the 
life of Billie Holiday, but also 
the photographer who worked 
so closely with her. SITES of-
ficially launched the exhibit at 
the Irving Arts Center on Sep-
tember 14th. The show features 
over 50 vivid, breath-taking 
photographs depicting the jazz 
icon, along with some personal 
memorabilia from Jerry Dan-
tzic, such as the camera he 
used to take the photographs. 

“This exhibition, using the 
book that I had published in 
2017, [the exhibit] it’s sort of 
like a companion to the book,” 
Dantzic explained. “80% of 
what the book is about is what 
the show is about. Although, 
the show has a few differences 
like the camera and some im-
ages that aren’t actually in the 
book.” 

Dantzic himself came to Ir-
ving on Oct. 10 to meet with 
fans of the show and offer a few 
anecdotes about his father and 
his work.

“We looked at the show as a 
historical narrative,” Dantzic 
said. “The photos my dad took 
were intimate, but never intru-
sive…that is it in a nutshell of 
what these images are. They are 

very intimate photos of an icon, 
pictures of her with her god-
child at a family house, and her 
backstage with her dog, and her 
on the street meeting strangers 
and just being her beautiful, 
glowing self, two years before 
her death, and being adored by 
the photographer who respect-
ed her so much and wanted to 
capture her in the best possible 
way that he only shot 11 rolls of 
film in that entire week of being 
with her.”

“The exhibition is a dual trib-

ute, the first tribute being my 
father’s son and trying to find 
him and trying to celebrate his 
work. And it just so happens 
that his best body of work that 
I have found at this point hap-
pened to be Billie Holiday, in 
such a way that history has not 
recorded or given her the [re-
spect] that she deserves.”

Billie Holiday at Sugar Hill: 
Photographs by Jerry Dantzic 
will be on display in the Main 
Hall of the Irving Arts Center 
until Sunday, Nov. 17.

Heritage Society recalls stories of historical markers

son, Isaac, opened a general 
store and post office in 1889. 
As the community grew, there 
was some confusion about the 
name of this settlement, as a 
neighboring community had a 
very similar name. To resolve 
this issue, Gorbit was renamed 
“Kit” in 1894.

To help accommodate the 
growth of the community, 
several schools were opened, 
including the Lively School 
in 1890 and the Kit School in 
1902. The Lively School was 
also used as a church for the 
Catholic and Church of Christ 
congregations. 

The Kit Cemetery is adjacent 
to Oak Grove Cemetery and is 
the final resting place for sever-
al residents of Kit. 

Betsy Farris spoke about 
Sowers. The historical marker 
dedicated to Sowers is located 
at the Irving ISD Special Edu-
cation Annex, 3211 W Pioneer 
Dr.

Sowers was established by 
Edmund and Freelove Sowers, 
who traveled to Texas from Illi-
nois and purchased land in the 
area around 1856. Soon, Jacob 
and Henry Caster, as well as 

William and Lucinda Haley, 
moved into the area. The three 
families farmed, hunted and 
cut timber on the land. Ed-
mund Sowers was also a black-
smith.

Sowers established a gener-
al store on his property in the 
1870’s, and new businesses 
grew around it, which con-
tributed to the community’s 
growth. He established a post 
office and a schoolhouse for 
the children of settlers in the 
1880’s, which encouraged 
more families to come to the 
area.

The people of Sowers need-
ed medical care. In the 1880’s, 
doctors William Wilson, Al-
fred Gregory, Daniel Webster 
Gilbert and John Haley, along 
with their families, moved 
into the growing community. 
Dr. Gilbert also opened a drug 
store.

With so many business and 
service offerings, Sowers be-
came a retail hub for the neigh-
boring farming communities. 
Sowers also offered events, 
such as an annual Indepen-
dence Day picnic.

The Sowers school was ab-

sorbed into Irving ISD in 1955, 
and the community was an-
nexed in 1956.

Tim Fooks spoke about 
Union Bower. The historical 
marker for the community is 
located at 2500 E. Grauwyler.

The settlement’s first fam-
ily was William and Virginia 
Smith, who traveled to Texas 
from Pennsylvania and settled 
in the area in 1879. Soon, they 
were joined by Charles and 
Lucy Voirin, and the two fam-
ilies established Union Bower.

More people were attracted 
to the area, as the fertile land, 
fed from the Trinity River, 
promised good crops of cot-
ton, corn, vegetables, and fruit. 
They sold their products in 
Dallas.

The first Sunday school 
was established by the fami-
lies of the community in 1885. 
Soon after, in 1907, a Meth-
odist Church was opened and 
pastored by Reverend W.E. 
Hawks. The church still op-
erates today under the name 
Oak Haven United Methodist 
Church. 

The Smiths also donated land 
to be used for a school, named 
‘The Union Bower School,’ 
which opened in 1891 and op-
erated until the 1960s. In 1897, 

the school had one teacher and 
thirty-five students. Union 
Bower also formed its own 
Independent School District, 
and it remained until it was 
annexed by Dallas ISD in 1952.

Over time, people left Union 
Bower. The reported popula-
tion of Union Bower in 1949 
was 20, and that figure re-
mained accurate until the set-
tlement was annexed by Irving 
in 1956.

Jan Hooks provided some 
background on Estelle. Two 
historical markers are dedicat-
ed to Estelle, one is located at 
4200 Valley View Road, and 
one in Harrington Cemetery. 
Both markers were dedicated 
in 2018.

On what is now DFW In-
ternational Airport property, 
Henry Burgoon acquired a land 
grant from the state and settled 
in the area in 1853. Farmers on 
the Grapevine Prairie moved in 
during the late 1800’s, and Es-
telle was born.

The main crops grown 
around the settlement were 
wheat, corn and cotton. Estelle 
soon became a hub for ship-

ping crops, as it was on a stage-
coach route from Grapevine to 
Dallas.

Many businesses moved into 
Estelle, and during its heyday, 
it boasted a steam cotton gin, 
a blacksmith, a school, a gen-
eral store and two churches. 
One of these churches, now 
called First Baptist Church-
Las Colinas, was established in 
1853 and still operates today. 
When it was originally built, it 
was called Bear Creek Baptist 
Church.

Two of the most influential 
settlers of Estelle, brothers 
Bryant and Ryan Harrington, 
accumulated large areas of 
land where they raised cattle 
and grew crops. The brothers 
donated some of their land in 
1883 to establish a school and a 
Masonic Lodge. Over the years, 
another lodge and a two-story 
brick schoolhouse were added 
to the same piece of land.

By the 1940’s, the communi-
ty was shrinking. The schools 
were absorbed by Irving ISD in 
1955, the Masonic Lodge relo-
cated to Euless, and Irving an-
nexed the community in 1968.
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QUILT
Continued from Page 1

Visitors wrote messages on the quilts. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

Carol Cook and fellow quilter enjoy an afternoon at the Irving Heritage 
House making quilts. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

Pearl Harbor survivors.
“I got the guild involved and 

in the 12 years we have made 
about 1000 Quilts of Valor,” 
Cook continued. “What in-
spired me to get involved was 
that my son went into the Ma-
rines fresh out of high school. 
Me, being a quilter and me 
being a mom with my baby 
gone and of course the worst 
things in the world that can go 
through your mind we’re al-
ways on my mind.”

The guild invited members 
of the community to come to 
the Irving Heritage House to be 
part of its next batch of Quilts 
of Valor on Nov. 3. Guests got 
to sign little squares with a 
note, their names and where 
they are from, thanking the 
service member who will re-
ceive the quilt.

“That’s the importance of 
these quilts having names of 
them,” Judy Poole, Irving Quilt 
Guild member, said. “When the 
guys get them, they read where 
everyone is from. We had some 
squares that people from all 
over the country sent in. They 
get to see just how much [ef-
fort] was put into these quilts.”

“For us, it’s just an expres-
sion of what we love to do, 

which is make quilts and give 
them to people. Our [families] 
are inundated with quilts, so 
they don’t want anymore,” 
Cook said. “So we turned our 
attention to other community 
projects and [Quilts of Valor] is 
one of them.”

Other projects that the Ir-
ving Quilt Guild participates 
include creating quilts for chil-
dren at Scottish Rite Hospital, 
Parkland Hospital, retirement 
centers, Christmas gifts and 
more.

“There is a local guy who 
[hosts] a picnic [for veterans] 

every May,” Cook said. “He 
does it all in his backyard. He 
donates his time, cooks the 
food, the whole nine yards. 

“On the first night they get 
there, we greet them at the 
door and ask them if they have 
received a quilt. If they never 
received one, they get a ticket 
and we’ll have a drawing and 
each guy will get [a Quilt of Val-
or] before they leave. Last year, 
for the first time, we were able 
to get everybody a quilt that 
had never received one.

“It’s not the quilts or what I 
make,” Cook said. “It’s giving 
[the quilts] to the guys, to pres-
ent them to somebody who is 
not expecting them, to wrap 
it around their shoulders and 
tell them ‘Thank you.’ Espe-
cially if it’s a Vietnam [veteran] 
because they [often] feel that 
they don’t deserve it because 
so many [soldiers] didn’t come 
home.

“It’s not so much a pattern 
or the quilt, it’s the presenta-
tion and who it is for. It’s about 
knowing that these guys go 
home and they curl up in their 
chairs and they pull that [quilt] 
up. Some sleep with it [the 
quilt] forever.”

Irving—Irving ISD an-
nounced the expansion of the 
district’s PreK program. Begin-
ning August 2020, Irving ISD 
will offer free, full-day PreK 
for 4-year-olds for qualifying 
students at every elementary 
school in the district. Pierce, 
Clifton and Kinkeade, the dis-
trict’s early childhood campus-

Irving—Two Irving ISD se-
niors have been named Na-
tional Merit Scholar Semi-Fi-
nalist. Alan Ta of Nimitz High 

Irving—The college experi-
ence begins in Irving ISD. With 
the launch of the Singley Col-
legiate Academy next August, 
students can earn a college de-
gree for free while earning their 
high school diploma.

According to College for All 
Texans, the average annual 

apparent across the entire dis-
trict. 

“When you have a desire to 
help a student, there are re-
sources,” says Mrs. Addison, 
who, by the way, has learned 
to play the cello backwards to 
teach Kayla. “Because we are in 
Irving, there was a path to fol-
low. We weren’t scrambling for 
resources or having to search 

Coppell—The Coppell ISD 
Education Foundation (CEF) 
with the launch of the Give for 
Grants initiative will provide 
donors a new means to give 
funds directly to teacher grants 
of their choice. The Give for 
Grants program offers flexibili-
ty, ease of use and will increase 
funding given directly to class-
rooms in Coppell ISD (CISD). 

The CEF supports the edu-
cators in CISD through their 
annual grant program. The 
Classroom Grant Program is 
designed to encourage, facil-
itate, recognize, and reward 
effective, innovative, and cre-
ative, instructional approaches 

outside. Everything that we 
needed was available to us, and 
everyone was willing to help. 
But here’s what makes it even 
cooler.

“How many districts can say, 
‘We had a student with a need, 
and other students in our dis-
trict created a solution.’ It’s so 
amazing.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

PROSTHETICS
Continued from Page 2

Singley Collegiate Academy to open next year
tuition at a public four-year 
university is $25,000 per year. 
With two years of college under 
their belts, our students and 
their families can save up to 
$50,000. 

The Singley Collegiate Acad-
emy is an expansion of the 
district’s existing Early Col-

lege Start program, which has 
seen numerous graduates earn 
their associate’s degree as high 
schoolers. Now with the Col-
legiate Academy, students will 
have the opportunity to learn 
as a cohort on a concentrated 
pathway focused on accelerat-
ed courses.   

Students accepted to the 
Singley Collegiate Academy 
will simultaneously earn a high 
school diploma and up to 60 
hours of college credit or one of 
two associate’s degree: associ-
ate of arts in general studies or 
associate of science in general 
studies.

The first Early College High 
School in Irving ISD, Singley 
Collegiate Academy will launch 
with a freshman class of 125 
students (comprised of current 
eighth graders), adding a class 
each year until the collegiate 
academy is fully built out with 
all four grade levels in 2024. 

Thanks to a partnership with 
North Lake College, students 
will attend Singley Academy 
as freshmen and sophomores, 
and may attend North Lake 
their junior and senior years 
tuition-free.

“The Singley Collegiate 
Academy is an innovative 
high school that will serve stu-
dents who are ready to launch 
their college experience now,” 
Harleigh Jones, Ed.D., associ-
ate principal of Singley Colle-
giate Academy, said. “Singley 
Collegiate Academy’s unique 
structure, blending high school 
courses and college courses 
over four years, will allow stu-
dents to earn an associate’s 
degree upon graduation at no 
cost to families for college tui-
tion or books with an authen-
tic collegiate experience before 
graduating from high school.”

In addition to rigorous col-
lege courses, Singley Colle-
giate Academy will offer wrap-
around resources, a supportive 
learning community, unique 
clubs and activities, college 
visits, mentorship and job con-
nections for free. 

While Singley Collegiate 

Academy will be housed at Sin-
gley Academy, it is not replac-
ing the career pathway-focused 
academy currently in exis-
tence. In addition, any student 
can apply to the Singley Colle-
giate Academy. It is not limited 
to students accepted to Singley 
Academy. 

The Singley Collegiate Acad-
emy application, which will be 
available on the district web-
site, opens Monday, Nov. 11, 
and closes Jan. 17. The process 
will include an application, 
reflection essays and an inter-
view. Students will be notified 
in early spring, and those who 
are accepted will be invited to 
participate in a college sign-
ing celebration and a summer 
bridge academy before starting 
the school year. 

Information sessions will 
be held Tuesday, Nov. 12, and 
Tuesday, Dec. 10, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Singley Academy 
auditorium. The sessions will 
include detailed information 
about what Early College is, the 
degrees offered, how the degree 
plan works and what makes 
Singley Collegiate unique. 

For more information, in-
cluding the link to the appli-
cation, visit the Singley Colle-
giate Academy booth at the Go 
Irving! school choice expo on 
Nov. 9. The event will be held 
from 9 a.m. to noon at Singley 
Academy. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Free, full-day PreK to begin August 2020
es, will also offer the program 
for 4-year-olds in addition to 
free, half-day PreK for three-
year-olds.

Research shows that stu-
dents who attend PreK outper-
form many of their peers and 
develop an early passion for 
learning.

Executive Director of Ele-

mentary Schools, Imelda Little, 
believes this expansion is need-
ed for our younger children. 

“An early start to learning 
sets our students on a path to 
success and to fulfill their ac-
ademic goals,” Little said. “In 
PreK, students are provided 
with learning experiences that 
focus on student achievement 

and language development.”
Every PreK classroom will 

be equipped with age-appro-
priate resources and materials 
to encourage exploration, in-
teractive play, independence, 
self-discovery and healthy 
relationships. Students will 
have access to a full library, 
an outdoor classroom, coun-
seling services and a nurse’s 
clinic. Students will be taught 
by a dedicated team of certi-
fied teachers and instructional 
teaching assistants. 

Families can also take ad-
vantage of the district’s af-
ter-school program with the 
YMCA. Registration opens 
April 1, 2020, at elementary 
schools across the district. 

Interested families can learn 
more about the new program, 
including how to qualify and 
register, at Go Irving! the dis-
trict’s school choice expo, on 
Saturday, Nov. 9, from 9 a.m. 
to noon at Singley Academy.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Students named National 
Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalist

School and Aishi Guha from 
MacArthur High School are 
among 16,000 students na-
tionwide who have earned this 

honor from the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation. Na-
tional Merit Scholarship semi-
finalists will have a chance to 
become one of the 7,600 final-
ists who will take home schol-
arships worth a combined $31 
million.

Three Singley Academy 
juniors Eric Barcenas, John 
Posada and Yasmeen Shaw 
were presented certificates 
from the National Hispanic 
Recognition program. Each 
year the College Board recog-
nize 5,000 Hispanic/Latino 
juniors out of 400,000 juniors 
who take the PSAT.  

SOURCE Irving ISD

CISD Education Foundation 
launches Give for Grants

that directly impact students 
while transforming classroom 
learning. Over the last sever-
al years, the number of grant 
requests submitted by educa-
tors in CISD to the CEF has 
increased while the donations 
from individual donors has 
gradually decreased. 

This new Give for Grants 
program will allow parents, ed-
ucators, and community mem-
bers to donate at any giving 
amount directly to a specific 
grant of their choosing. Wheth-
er a donor would like to sup-
port a specific campus, specific 
educator or a specific project. 

Donors can select specif-

ic grants to support finan-
cially through the www.
Give4GrantsCISD.org website. 
The donation window will be 
open from Oct. 15 through 
Nov. 15. 

This year, 59 grants were 
submitted by educators total-
ing more than $180,000. To-
gether with individual dona-
tions and the funds raised by 
the CEF, more grants will be 
funded transforming the learn-
ing in CISD. The CEF will con-
tinue to financially support the 
grants as in years past through 
donations raised in other fund-
raising efforts. 

SOURCE Coppell ISD
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Bicentennial Children’s Choir perform during the celebration. /Photo provided by Ivan Galdamez.

Bandan Koro, an African Drum & Dance Ensemble from Dallas played during 
the special bicentennial. /Photo provided by Ivan Galdamez.

LEGACY GALA
Continued from Page 1

represented by the population 
of students in Irving ISD. This 
year, we chose Egypt, but our 
theme for next year is going to 
be Mexico.”

Guest Wade Conatser, au-
ditorium manager for Nimitz 
High School, was impressed 
with the gala.

“I love seeing the positive im-
pact this event is having on the 
community,” Conatser said. “I 

didn’t realize there were going 
to be so many people here. I 
think it is great how people are 
willing to give so much money 
to the Irving Schools Founda-
tion. It really is great to see that 
there is a program out there 
designed to help feed the kids 
who are so hungry. It’s just so 
cool to see how much money is 
raised for students, which are 
who we are all here for.”

VETERANS DAY 
CEREMONY

HONOR A 

LOVED ONE, 

PURCHASE A 

GRANITE BLOCK

Monday, November 11, 2019 at 11:30 a.m.
Former Irving Central Branch Library Auditorium

All branches of the Military will be honored.

Call Bob Moffatt at 
972-259-6889 for more details

Come out and support our 
Veterans! Live patriotic music, 
refreshments and much more!

CELEBRATION:

The Bicentennial of the 
birth of the Bab, Herald of 
the Bahai Faith was cele-
brated in Irving on Oct. 27 
at the DFW Airport North 
Marriott Hotel. 

Community members 
young and old showed 
their respect to Bap with 
special performances.

The evening's program 
included speeches, sing-
ing, and instruments such 
as the Violin and Tombak 
were played.

Celebrations of the 
Bab's bicentennial were 
held globally.

Community celebrates religious bicentennial

Mayor Rick Stopfer (right)  and guests converse before dinner at the Legacy Gala.  /
Photo by Caton Berry.


