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HOLLY JOLLY: Irving Chorale choir sings holiday carols. /Photo by William Cennamo.

See BUSINESS
Page 2

See HOLIDAY
Page 7

Santa 
Wishes you a 

Merry Christmas &
a Happy New Year!

Bruce Burns

NAUGHTY OR NICE? Youngsters get their picture taken with Santa Claus. /
Photo by William Cennamo.

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Entrepreneurs in 

the area connected with one 
another and learned how to 
scale up their business at The 
State of Hispanic Business in 
North Texas forum.

“Our keynote speaker is 
Mark Madrid from Stanford,” 
Mary Anne Kellam, President/
CEO of the Irving Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, said. 
“He runs a program called the 
Stanford Latino Entrepreneur-
ship Initiative. It’s an eight or 
nine week [online] program 

By William Cennamo 
Irving—Guests were greeted 

with holiday cookies as they 
walked into the 27th annual 
Holiday Open House hosted 
by the Irving Arts Center. The 
eyes of children filled with 
amazement as magical paint-
ings changed into portraits of 
Santa. 

The family friendly actives 
ranged from selfies with Santa 
to jugglers and magicians. 

The theme for this year, 
‘A Holiday of Masterpieces,’ 
shined brightly through the 
annual tree decorating contest. 
Gorgeous trees filled the main 
hall, each decorated with a dif-
ferent artist or style in mind. 

Nestled in the center of the 
main hall was the Irving Cho-
rale choir, which serenaded 
the crowd with classic holiday 
songs. 

“We come every year,” Maria 
Alverez said. “It’s the perfect 

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—The sound of the 

band and spirit teams filled the 
cool Friday, Dec. 6, morning 
as seniors across North Texas 
celebrated a milestone in their 
academic journey: mailing col-
lege applications.

Uplift North Hills Prepara-
tory, as well as the other Uplift 
Education schools, participat-
ed in the College March. The 
march is meant to symbolize 
that every student has the po-
tential to thrive at any higher 
learning institution, regardless 
of the student’s background 
or circumstance. The tradi-
tion, which started in in 2011 
in New York City, establishes 
a college-going culture which 
reminds students both partic-
ipating and watching they are 
capable of earning a degree 
from college or university. 

For North Hills senior Vaani 
Vedula, the March was symbol-
ic of her time in school.

Seniors march toward 
college admission

“I’m really excited,” Vedula 
said. “I’ve been watching this 
event for the past couple of 
years, and it feels so unreal that 
I am a part of it now.”

Vedula, as well as the other 
seniors, submitted their final 
college applications surround-
ed by cheering school staff and 
students. The seniors marched 
to the school’s mailbox with a 
kindergartener to symbolize 
the full circle of education.

“That’s a big part of our 
school,” Vedula said. “We al-
ways try to connect with each 
other. I’ve been here since I was 
in kindergarten, and I’ve been 
looking up to people since. I 

remember how I felt when I 
used to look up to seniors when 
I was in kindergarten. When I 
look at the [kindergarteners] I 
know what they see in me.

“It felt weird that I am the 
one [turning in college appli-
cations] instead of watching. 
I applied to nine schools and 
have heard back from Texas 
A&M and UTA so far. I want to 
be an architect.

“I’m excited, and I’m really 
grateful that our counselors 
and teachers put this event 
together really well. Seeing 
the 2020 banner is so weird, 
knowing that it’s my year [to 
graduate].”

Hispanic business 
forum focuses on 

increasing business  

Open House brings joy to community

Seniors march to the mailbox with a kindergarten partner. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

FULL CIRCLE: A kindergartner helps a senior submit her application to college. 
/Photo by Luke Schumacher.

event for my family, and it’s 
something the kids look for-
ward to.” 

Kids could express their art-
istry by making holiday cards 
and ornaments. A giant post-
er lined one room where kids 
and parents alike could draw 
their holiday wishes with huge 
assortments of markers and 
crayons.  

“You just have to be here 
and see all the faces of the 

people who come,” Todd Eric 
Hawkins, executive director of 
arts and culture for the city of 
Irving, said. “It’s the best way 
to bring in the holiday, and it 
gives us a chance to celebrate 
with our community.” 

Outside the Irving Arts Cen-
ter, The Polar Express train 
gave rides through a beautiful 

that walks [entrepreneurs] 
through a lot of different areas 
of business, and it also helps 
them get their mindset really 
aligned with where they need 
to go. It’s basically a scaling up 
program and [this event] intro-
duces the opportunity to scale 
their business.”

“It’s an opportunity to look 
at Latino culture and the prog-
ress that we’re making in the 
marketplace,” entrepreneur 
Frank Lorea said. “I want to 
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Volunteer elves, Connie Carman and 
Linda Tinnerman, offer families some 
holiday cheer. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.
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During the State of Hispanic Business in North Texas forum, business leaders learn new information. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

Volunteer Scott Francis lets Santa Claus know he has been a very good boy this year. 
/Photo by Aubrey Turner.

Business leaders discuss issues. /Photo by Luke Schumacher..

By Aubrey Turner
DFW Airport—A drumline 

led the Snowball Express pa-
rade through DFW Airport, 
followed by Disney characters 
escorting families of fallen sol-
diers on Saturday, Dec. 7. The 
Gary Sinise Foundation vol-

expand my knowledge of the 
Latino community. I’ve always 
called myself the Hispanic 
SpongeBob, because I like to 
soak up information. I’m the 
kind of guy that, when I was 
a kid, wanted to find out what 
makes things work.”

The forum consisted of a va-
riety of educational opportuni-
ties from brief seminars to the 
panel luncheon and keynote 
speaker. The Stanford Latino 
Entrepreneurship Initiative 
provided some of its research 
findings. For example, nation-
ally Latino’s are creating three 
million jobs in America and 
drive a gross domestic product 
of about $2 trillion. 

Locally, in the Dallas metro-
politan area, according to the 
Initiative’s 2018 research find-
ings, 88 percent of Latino en-
trepreneur businesses earned 
a profit and roughly 12 percent 
broke even with less than one 
percent experiencing losses.

Some other statistics the ini-
tiative discovered about Dal-
las metropolitan area-based 
Latino entrepreneurs include 
that 37 percent are female, 40 

percent are immigrants, 12 
percent have a four year college 
degree and 62 percent have a 
family history of entrepreneur-
ship. 

Lorea’s family is one of those 
entrepreneurs. He started Ash 
Automated Packaging in 1981, 
and it has stayed in his family 
since. 

“My daughter is now the 
president, and I’m the equip-
ment manager,” Lorea said. 
“My son and my daughter 
have always followed what we 
do. They grew up [helping the 
business]. It all stems back to 
having a good family time.

“When [I was] growing up, 
there was loyalty, family close-
ness, and I’ve been fortunate 
to always hold my family, my 
grandkids and my great grand-
kids close. Social media has 
made it very difficult to grow 
and nurture family like back in 
the day.”

Kellam talked about one of 
the event’s workshops that ca-
tered to understanding the next 
generation of entrepreneurs.

“The younger audience is 
becoming very entrepreneur-

ial,” Kellam said. “One of our 
sessions is about how to thrive 
in the gig economy. Millennials 
don’t stay in their jobs for 34 
or 35 years and retire. They’re 
moving around. You get a gig 
here and a gig there. It’s im-
portant for us to educate the 
older generation to understand 
how the younger generation 

works.”
“My advice: study, learn, 

hold your family close and 
take the opportunity,” Lorea 
said. “If there is one aspect that 
has guided me, its opportuni-
ty. I want to share [what I’ve 
learned] because I love what I 
do.”

Snowball Express jets families to Disney World
unteers and American Airlines 
employees surrounded the 
group, cheering for the fami-
lies. These Gold Star families 
are jetting off to Walt Disney 
World to celebrate the holiday 
season, and build new memo-
ries while remembering their 
lost loved ones.  

“We picked up families from 
22 cities in 13 charters to bring 
them here to DFW,” Rt. Gen. 
Robin Rand, CEO of the Gary 
Sinise Foundation, said. “To-
gether they are flying to Dis-
ney World for 5 days. We have 
about 1,000 children and over 
700 parents or guardians of 
Gold Star Fallen heroes. 

“The purpose is to remind 
these families that the Ameri-
can public loves them. We want 
to give them a reprieve and 

have a little joyful moment in 
these seasons. Also these fam-
ilies get to network with others 
who have the same experience. 
I am passionate about the Gary 
Sinise Foundation, because 
after 40 years in the military, 
these are the families of the 
people with which I served.”

“I have volunteered for 11 
years in a row, and this year, 
I got picked to fly,” Cpt. Doug 
Wood said. “It is the chance 
of a lifetime. The Snowball 
Express is a wonderful experi-
ence. American Airlines is such 
a philanthropic organization 
and working with the Gary 
Sinise Foundation is one of the 
ways we support our veterans 
and their families.” 

The pilots and flight crew 
all volunteer their time to the 

See SNOWBALL EXPRESS
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Snowball Express, including 
decorating the plane and play-
ing with the children during 
the flight.  

“I have been on one of these 
trips before,” Keegan Roberts 
(14) said. “We all are Gold Star 
families. All of us children have 
the same loss in common. We 
all know what it feels like to 
have lost a parent, and we need 
to take time to be quiet and 
sad. I lost my dad in 2007. He 
was killed in action. I know he 
was a good man, and it is nice 
to be able to talk to the other 
families here about their moms 
and dads as well. I have made 
so many close friends through 
this organization.”  
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

See EDUCATION 
Page 8

(Left to right) Kirk Watson and Kel Seliger discuss education issues with moderator Jimmie Chadwell.  /Photo by Aubrey Turner.
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Rambler Event Calendar

Email  design@ramblernewspapers.net for
your event to be featured in Friday's blast!

Events are listed in Rambler's Friday email blast. 
Are you registered to receive the free blast?

Sign up for the blast on RamblerNewspapers.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—Superintendents, 

Texas state legislators, and 
business experts gathered at 
the Omni Hotel on Tuesday, 
Dec. 3 to discuss challenges 
and solutions in public school 
education funding. Made up 
of 61 school districts across the 
state, the coalition comes to-
gether annually to learn about 
and advocate for more access 
to funding for education. 

“The focus of this conference 
is to help school districts reach 
new parents, especially parents 
in the millennial generation,” 
chairperson Dr. Charles Luke 

Jingle Bell Bash 
December 14, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Enjoy the Jingle Bell Bash along NW 
2nd St., by Grand Prairie’s Downtown 
Farmers Market, 120 W. Main St. 
presented by the Community Revi-
talization Team.
This free holiday event invites guests 
to celebrate the holiday season with 
holiday drinks, arts and crafts, games, 
caroling by Grand Prairie ISD and a 
“Snowmazing” winter maze. The snow 
maze immerses guests in a bright, 
vibrant snowman wonderland. Guests 
encounter checkpoints throughout the 
playful labyrinth and can try it repeat-
edly to improve their time.  

New Philharmonic Orchestra 
December 15, 3:30 p.m. 
It’s the first in the orchestra’s new 

series of “Connections!” concerts, 
focusing on the music of all the 
Americas. The orchestra has just 
completed a 10-year series of “Latino 
Connections!” concerts of music from 
the Spanish-speaking world, as one 
of the first area orchestras bringing 
what was then less-often performed 
music by Latin American composers 
to concert stages.  
On the program: “Ferde Grofe’s “Grand 
Canyon Suite,” with the familiar sounds 
of horses’ paces in “On the Trail,” 
Aaron Copland’s famous “Appalachian 
Spring,” written as a ballet for Martha 
Graham, Jerome Moross’s film music 
from “The Big Country,” and Wm. Grant 
Still’s “Far West Suite.”
Audience is invited to come early to 
the Irving Arts Center, at 2:30 p.m., 
for “cake and conversation” in the 
lobby with Texas urban historian 

Dr. Bob Fairbanks of The University 
of Texas at Arlington and longtime 
Irving community volunteer Christina 
Winters and members of the Irving 
Heritage Society, bringing stories of 
“where we’ve come from.” Audience 
members can share their own stories, 
and enjoy cake before the concert 
with “Friends of NPOI,” the orchestra’s 
support group.

Merry Grinchmas Party
December 17, 7–8pm
All the Whos are invited, the small and 
the tall. There will be stories, crafts, 
and snacks for all. Come dressed in 
your Whoville best (ugly sweaters or 
pajamas) and we will take care of all 
the rest. Join us for a jolly good time.
Cozby Library and Community Com-
mons

Education coalition discusses issues
said. “We want people to know 
it is important to get into the 
schools and volunteer. Go up 
to the school before your child 
is in trouble. See what is going 
on there. If you see a problem, 
parents can work with the 
school to fix it, and vote for the 
people who value education.” 

Many of the sessions focused 
on the characteristics of new 
parents whose children are en-
tering school. 

“These parents are the first 
generation of the digital age,” 
demographer Bob Templeton 
said. “These parents are very 
comfortable with technolo-

gy and will rely on consumer 
information to choose where 
they live and in which school 
they enroll their children.” 

Templeton also discussed 
the changing demographics of 
the school districts. According 
to his research, Irving ISD is 
steadily losing numbers in en-
rollment while Grand Prairie 
ISD has been able to stabilize 
and reduce their losses. Cop-
pell ISD ranks as seventh in en-
rollment in the Metroplex but 
has not build enough housing 
to continue that growth. 

Political analyst Mustafa 
Tameez spoke about the im-

portance of public school edu-
cation.

“Because of technology 
growth in our society, fewer 
people watch news channels 
and more people read the news 
on social media,” Tameez said. 
“This means the news they 
see is the type of politics with 
which they agree, causing an 
echo chamber. Therefore, our 
society is becoming more po-
larized. We need teachers to 
teach civics knowledge to en-
sure our country is able to have 
bipartisan discussions. 

Tameez encourages school 
districts to advocate for their 
students and encourage par-
ents to do the same.  

“You need to reach out to 
your community and parents 
and ask them to help you ad-
vocate for the children. It is so 
important, and we cannot do it 
alone,” he said.

“Our suburbs are becoming 
more diverse with a younger 
population,” State Representa-
tive Chris Turner said. “There 
are challenges the state leg-
islature needs to address, in-
cluding the fact that one in five 
Texas children lives in pover-
ty. Election year 2020 may be 
the biggest election year of our 
lifetime because of the current 
state of our local and nation-
al politics. We really need our 
teachers to vote so we can rem-
edy the challenges.” 

Shawn Sheehan is both a 
teacher and the government 
liaison for the Lewisville school 
district. “My advice to class-
room teachers looking to get 
involved in policy conversa-
tions is to start by finding their 
people,” Sheehan said. “Edu-
cators need to find their peers 

who are tackling this work in 
professional groups, in their 
school district, or even on Twit-
ter. Identify the issue in public 
education that matters most 
and connect with those who 
are championing that issue. 
And, most importantly, vote 
for legislators who support 
your views on public education. 

“I encourage school districts 
to hire a government liaison 
to advocate for their students. 
I have the unique opportunity 
to both teach and do the gov-
ernment work. Being able to 
advocate from the classroom 
allows me to speak authentical-
ly about the issues that current 
classroom teachers face. When 
legislators hear from teachers, 
they’re hearing directly from 
the people who are most affect-
ed by the legislation they pass. 

“The challenge for educa-
tors is to be concise and to try 
to be up-to-date on the bigger 
picture in policy. My expe-
rience this year as I take on 
government relations work in 
the district has broadened my 
perspective on how various 
non-education issues affect our 
work as well.”

The session ended with State 
Senators Kel Seliger and Kirk 
Watson answering questions 
from the audience. Most ques-
tions were about House Bill 
3. This bill includes increased 
funding for school districts and 
pay raises for teachers. 

“There are still challenges 
with this bill that will need to 
be tweaked as we move for-
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Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

EMPLOYMENT

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

Gilbert Calvin Anderson   March 23, 1927 – Dec. 9, 2019
Jacob Ryan “Jake” Eubank   Oct. 15, 2001 – Dec. 9, 2019 

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313

Jerry Latham   Sept. 25, 2019 – Dec. 5, 2019
Bruce Harris   May 8, 1935 – Dec. 5, 2019

Norma Jean Campbell   Nov. 27, 1927 – Dec. 6, 2019

To place your loved ones' obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers

Contact Tricia Sims at 

design@ramblernewspapers.net

or call (972) 870-1992 

Patricia Ball Buzard, hav-
ing lived a full, giving and she 
would say a blessed life, died 
peacefully on Saturday, De-
cember 7, 2019 at 96 years of 
age. She was born in Musk-
ogee, Oklahoma to Rex Harold 
and Frances (Crossland) Ball 
on Friday, November 23, 1923.

On May 30, 1941, Patricia 
graduated from St. Scholasti-
ca High School in Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas. After her gradua-
tion she moved to Los Ange-
les, where she attended the 
Immaculate Heart College, 
where she graduated on June 
10, 1947, having earned her 
B. A. in Sociology.  Patricia 
quickly found employment at 
St Rita’s Settlement House in 
Los Angeles, as a social worker. 
She found joy as the Youth Pro-
gram director and helping the 
younger children.

Patricia met her future hus-
band Robert in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma where he was sta-
tioned for artillery training 
during World War II.  They 
were married August 28, 1948 
and remained so for 63 years, 
until his death in 2012. After 
leaving the military, Patricia 
and Robert lived in Lafayette, 
Indiana while he completed 
his undergraduate engineering 
degree at Purdue.  During her 
time there, she was a member 
of Sigma Phi Gamma, a soror-
ity that volunteered to assist 
families in local areas. Upon 
Robert’s graduation, they 

LIFE TRIBUTES (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

PATRICIA BALL BUZARD, 96

moved to Dallas where they 
started their family.  

Patricia was an avid reader 
who enjoyed Agatha Christie 
and other mystery novelists. 
She had a love and apprecia-
tion for the arts, and had at-
tended countless symphonies, 
musicals and performances 
throughout her life. Patricia’s 
favorite song was “You Are My 
Sunshine.” She was a generous 
supporter of Baylor Scott and 
White Hospital in Irving and 
the Irving Symphony Orches-
tra. Patricia was a long-stand-
ing member of Holy Family 
of Nazareth Catholic Church 
and the Altar Guild. Above 
all things in her life, she was 
a beloved wife, Mom, Mama 
and Mimi who most enjoyed 
spending time with her family.

Patricia is preceded in death 
by her parents and husband 
Robert Buzard. Left to cher-
ish her memory are daughter 
Denise Snipes and husband 
David; daughter Jeannie Wil-

liamson and husband Darrell 
and 2 grandsons Nicholas and 
Brandon Williamson. 

The family will receive 
friends at Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home, 707 N. MacAr-
thur Blvd. in Irving, between 
6:00 and 7:30pm, on Thurs-
day, December 12, 2019 with 
a Rosary to be said at 7:30pm. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will 
be at Holy Family of Nazareth 
Catholic Church, 2323 Chey-
enne St, Irving, TX, Friday Dec. 
13 at 1:00pm with interment at 
Calvary Hill Cemetery immedi-
ately following.  

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Baylor Scott 
and White Irving Foundation, 
1901 N. MacArthur Blvd., 
Irving, TX 75061, 972-579-
4390.  www.irvingfoundation.
bswhealth.com/donate or Ir-
ving Symphony Orchestra, 225 
E John Carpenter Fwy, Suite 
120, Irving, Tx 75062, 972-831-
8818.  www.irvingsymphony.
com/donate-1

Software Engineers - BS in CS, CIS or EE & 1 yr exp in job or IT field; & 
exp w/ Java, Spring, Hibernate, Maven, Git, Angular, JavaScript, AJAX 
& RESTful Web Services. Travel to various unantic client sites req’d. 
Apply to (incl Ref #10001) HR, Ensue, 600 E John Carpenter Fwy, #351, 
Irving, TX 75062

Software Quality Engineer (Irving) Create & maintain automated tests 
reusable framework in C#. Use QTP & Selenium + SQL to perform 
backend database testing. Performance monitoring tools & mobile 
testing. MS Electric Engineering or equiv + 1 yr exp req. Send CV & sal 
req Austco C/O HR 9155 Sterling St, Ste 100 Irving, TX 75063

American Airlines, Inc. has multiple openings for the following position 
in Irving, TX: Programmer Analyst (Ref. 1201) Design, develop, modify, 
debug & evaluate programs for functional areas, incl but not limited 
to finance, manufg & marketing. Related degree &/or exp &/or skills 
req.  Send inquiries &/or resume to American Airlines, Inc., Attn: Gene 
Womack, HR, 1 Skyview Drive, MD 8B204, Fort Worth, TX  76155; 
please include Ref # in cover letter. 

Swift Pace Solutions, Inc. seeks Master + 6months exp./
equiv.: Solutions Architect (SPSA19): SQL Server, AWS Cloud, 
R, Python, Scala, C++. Mail resume with job ID to HR: 5525 N. 
MacArthur Blvd., Suite 160, Irving, TX 75038. Unanticipated work site 
locations throughout U.S. Foreign equivalency accepted.

By Stacey Doud
Irving—DeVry University 

celebrated joining the Irving 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce (IHCC) with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4

“We are very happy to have 
DeVry join us,” Rey Torres, 
ambassador for IHCC, said. 
“The purpose of this ribbon 
cutting ceremony basically is 
to raise awareness of [DeVry]. 

DeVry celebrates ribbon cutting

Irving Hispanic Chamber of Commerce members and DeVry University representatives gather to cut the ceremonial ribbon welcoming the college into the chamber.  /Photo by 
Stacey Doud.

[IHCC] helps small, new and 
existing businesses get out in 
the community as far as meet-
ing people, networking and 
establishing their ‘footprint’ in 
the community.” 

The ribbon cutting ceremony 
was attended by IHCC board 
members and ambassadors, as 
well as some DeVry employees.

“We are an institution of 
higher learning. We have been 
in the business of educating 

the community since 1931,” 
LaShundia Brooks, center dean 
for DeVry University, said. 
“We’ve been in the Irving/Las 
Colinas community for well 
over a decade. At the universi-
ty, we offer certificates all the 
way through master’s degree 
programs in addition to grad-
uate certificates. Our programs 
focus on business, technology, 
health care and the liberal arts. 

“Our students are able to 

utilize four different modali-
ties in order to complete the 
programs. They can come on 
campus, do the programs on-
line, use our hybrid program of 
on-site classes combined with 
online instruction, or use our 
newest modality, which is ‘on 
live.’ 

“[On live] is an online plat-
form, but it is in real time, so 
it’s very similar to things such 
as Facetime, WebX or Zoom. 
This is for traditional students 
who don’t necessarily have 
time to come to the campus. 
They can still actively engage 
with teachers and their class-
mates from any place through-
out the world, as long as they 
can access a smart device and 
internet technology.”

After the ribbon cutting, 
tours were offered through 
some of the classrooms. One 
room consisted of several in-
dividual computers and a large 
shelving unit full of servers 
and “PODS” that give students 
hands-on experience in setting 
up intranets and local area net-
works (LANs). A peek at the 
video-connected digital class-
room was also provided. 
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was Polish chess grandmaster Savielly 
Tartakower who made the following sage 
observation: "Victory goes to the player who 
makes the next-to-last mistake."
* Worldwide, herbivores kill more people than 
carnivores.
* Bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield 
wipers and laser printers all were invented by 
women.
* Japanese scientists have discovered that 
the human body emits a very slight, yet 
perceptible, glow. After using a special camera 
to study a sample of men in their 20s, they 
found that intensity of the glow varies, with 
the lowest point at around 10 a.m. and the 
brightest at 4 a.m.

* In 1743, a hand-operated elevator was installed in the palace of 
Versailles. Louis XV used it to visit Madame de Chateauroux, his 
mistress.
* Due to a quirk in the transition from one kind of calendar system 
to another, nobody was born between Oct. 4 and Oct. 15 in 
continental Europe in the year 1582.
* If you're like me, social situations can be a nightmare of trying 
-- and usually failing -- to remember the names of all your new 
acquaintances. The next time you find yourself struggling to name 
the person you're conversing with, you can always segue into this 
interesting tidbit: The inability to remember names is technically 
known as anomia.
* In ancient Japan, towns would have public contests to see 
who could break wind the loudest and the longest. Prizes were 
awarded.
* It is possible for a fetus in the womb to get hiccups.
***
Thought for the Day: "Doctors are the same as lawyers; the only 
difference is that lawyers merely rob you, whereas doctors rob you 
and kill you too." -- Anton Chekhov

1. THEATER: "West Side Story" was 
inspired by which earlier play?
2. MUSIC: What is the real name of 
songwriter/rapper Lizzo?

3. SCIENCE: How many people total have walked on the moon?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Under whose administration did Spiro T. 
Agnew serve as vice president?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of Chile?
6. ARCHITECTURE: In what decade was the Empire State 
Building completed?
7. ADVERTISING: What was the name of Honey Nut Cheerios' 
mascot?
8. U.S. STATES: What is the least populous state in America?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was the name of Dick and 
Jane's dog in reading books used in schools in the mid-20th 
century?
10. INVENTIONS: Who is credited for inventing the modern 
lockstitch sewing machine?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. "Romeo and Juliet"
2. Melissa Viviane Jefferson
3. 12
4. Richard Nixon
5. Santiago
6. 1930s
7. BuzzBee
8. Wyoming
9. Spot 
10. Elias Howe
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See SHARKS
Page 7

SNOWBALL EXPRESS
Continued from Page 2

Cpt. Doug Wood visits with families before departure.  /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

An engraving depicts an angel bringing news of the birth of Jesus to shepherds. /Reprinted from Bible History for Parochial 
and Sunday Schools, published 1905.

The Kocher family, Josiah,11, Alliyah, 5, and Ava,10, eagerly await boarding 
the plane to Walt Disney World. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

Merry Christmas from Rambler

Sandy Morgan, who lost her 
husband, was at the kickoff 
with her son, David (16). They 
are excited to honor their loved 
one with this trip.

“It makes it a lot easier to 
spend time with families who 
have also experienced loss,” 
Morgan said. “Where we live 
now there are no other Gold 
Star families. In his school, 
he is the only one who has 
a parent in the military who 
was killed. Other children just 
cannot understand, and even 
the school cannot give the best 
support since they do not know 

what it is like.”  
“He was a funny guy,” David 

said. “He had the best catch 
phrases. I know he would like 

that we are going on this trip. 
He would want us to go the 
Star Wars ride first.”  

Many of the families were 
wearing matching shirts in 
memory of those they lost. Sa-
die and Hannah Whalen were 
wearing shirts that read ‘In lov-
ing memory of David Whalen.’ 

“Matthew Whalen passed 
away in December 2007 here 
in Fort Worth,” Hannah said. 
“He was a four time active ser-
vice member. Christmas has 
been different for us, so I am 
excited to be able to rewrite 
this season a bit. It is the first 
time we have been on a trip like 
this. I have been touched by all 
the people coming out to sup-
port us and making such a big 
deal out of us.”  

“Me and my mom are going 
to Disney World,” Sadie (7) 
said. “I am going to ride every 
single ride.”

Irving—Not many people 
know what it’s like to see the 
blue iris of a great white shark 
up close and personal. And yes, 
their eyes are actually blue, 
just take it from photographer 
and author Matt “The Shark 
Guy” Marchant. For years, his 
love of sharks has taken him 
all around the world, but re-
cently, the Irving High gradu-
ate returned to his hometown 
to share his ocean adventures 
with hundreds of Irving ISD 
students.

During a two-day tour, Matt 
visited several elementary and 
middle school campuses with 
his ‘Learn About Sharks’ book 
series. Students listened in-

Irving—Since mid-Novem-
ber this year, the Irving Police 
Department has been investi-
gating a series of burglaries that 
had occurred at local Subway 
and Pizza Hut restaurants. The 
investigation identified David 
Jimenez (W/M, 04/04/02) 
and David Hernandez (W/M, 
11/19/96) as suspects in these 

Police investigate 
burglaries of businesses

Former Irving Tiger swims with sharks

offenses. David Jimenez was 
arrested on Dec. 2. 

It was discovered that Her-
nandez was possibly in Arling-
ton, Texas, so Irving detectives 
passed this information on to 
the Arlington Police Depart-
ment. 

This investigation is still 
on-going, and anyone with in-

formation is asked to contact 
the Irving Police Department at 
(972) 273-1010 (24 hours) and 
reference the case numbers 19-
27368, 19-27370, 19-27320, 
19-27321, 19-27324. Addition-
ally, tips may be submitted to 
ipdcrimetips@cityofirving.org.   

SOURCE Irving Police Department

tently as he shared stunning 
photos and infographics, cov-
ering everything from anato-
my to geography, physiology 
and more. Matt, who describes 
himself as the kid who never 
grew out of the shark-loving 
phase, has seen more than 40 
different species of sharks face 
to face as a photographer. Now, 
he’s on a mission to educate the 
next generation about shark 
life and, more importantly, 
shark conservation. With his 
first book, released in 2018, 
young readers get an in-depth 
look into the notorious great 
white shark. The second book 
of the series is near completion 
and will explore the tiger shark.

Like many of the students he 
met during his presentations, 
Matt’s fascination with sharks 

and ocean life started at a 
young age right here in Irving. 
He became a certified scuba 
diver at the age of 13 and took 
his first dive as a 14-year-old. 
As a student at Good Elemen-
tary and Austin Middle School, 

he never could have imagined 
that his passion would one day 
lead him back to his former 
schools as The Shark Guy!

“I had goosebumps,” he said 
about returning to Good. “Be-
ing able to stand on the stage 

where I did ‘The Ant and the 
Grasshopper’ in the first grade, 
teaching about something that 
I loved at their age in the same 
school was surreal.” 

To top it off, Matt had the 
opportunity to meet fourth-
grade shark enthusiast Ronny 
Martinez and several of his 
friends during a special one-
on-one lunch. 

“This is the coolest thing I’ve 
done, and this my 24th year in 
education,” Good librarian Lori 
Bierschwale said at the sight of 
her students’ reactions.

“I had to hold back tears. It 
was the sweetest interaction I 
have ever had,” Matt said. 

The students came filled with 
questions, oohing and ahhing 
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SHARKS
Continued from Page 6

HOLIDAY
Continued from Page 1

A very tall elf entertains visitors in the lobby. /Photo by William Cennamo.

lights display. The night also 
featured performances by The 
Lone Star Youth Orchestra and 
Artrageous. 

“It’s important to have these 
kinds of events,” Lucas Jones 

said. “They bring every kind of 
person together and show us 
that no matter where we come 
from, we all love celebrating 
the holidays.”

New state figures show more 
children are leaving foster care 
for safe, permanent homes 
than are entering the child wel-

as Matt passed around his gear 
and equipment to the group. 
Their excitement reached an-
other level when they each 
received autographed books 
from the author with the mes-
sage, ‘Dream big. Save sharks.’ 
written on the inside cover.

Matt knows a thing or two 
about dreaming big. “Not quit-
ting,” he said is the key to how 
this self-confessed shark nerd 
turned passion into a career. 
What began with diving grew 
into photography and has now 
produced a published book 
and school presentations for 
the masses. The process was 
slow and organic he admits but 
above all, rewarding.

“I’m hoping to inspire kids. 
Maybe it’s not sharks but 
something else they really en-
joy,” he said. Whatever that 
love may be, Matt’s message 
to every student is, “you can 
do anything you put your mind  
to."

SOURCE Irving ISD

More children leaving foster care than entering 
On Santa's Good List This Year...

fare system.
Child Protective Services 

(CPS) fiscal year 2019 data 
shows that more than 20,000 

children left Texas foster care, 
including more than 6,000 
who were adopted. Additional-
ly, more than half of the adop-
tions, 3,095, were by relatives, 
a new record for CPS.

“Additional resources com-
bined with a tenacious work 
ethic have led to unprecedent-
ed success for the DFPS this 
year,” Governor Greg Abbott 
said. “Texas is better because 
a record number of children 
have been adopted in 2019 
and are experiencing the joy of 
a loving home this Christmas 
season. Equally impressive is 
the increase in the number of 
children who are reunited with 
family. The marked improve-
ments demonstrated by DFPS 
are the result of the passion 
and commitment by DFPS 
staff.”

The number of children en-
tering foster care has dropped 
in recent years. In FY 2019, 
18,615 children entered the 
system.  The number of chil-
dren leaving foster care out-
numbered the number enter-
ing care by more than 1,700 
children this year, a trend the 
state hopes will continue.

“This is certainly great news, 
and affirmation that our year-
round adoption efforts are pay-
ing off,” Kristene Blackstone, 
CPS associate commissioner, 
said. “In many cases we are 
reunifying these children with 
their families.”

Adoptions have also steadily 
increased 25 percent in the last 
decade. Part of this is due to 
how Texas has expanded sup-
port for kinship caregivers who 
commit to caring for young 
family members. As a result, 
more children are being adopt-
ed by relatives than ever.

As National Adoption Month 
wrapped up Thanksgiving 
weekend, more than 400 chil-
dren and youth in Texas found 

permanent homes during Tex-
as’ busiest month for adop-
tions.

But as Blackstone said, the 
need for permanent homes is 
year-round, and with Christ-

mas only a few weeks away she 
hopes more foster children will 
benefit from the season’s good 
will.

“November is our busiest 
adoption month, by far, but 

there is nothing more joyful 
than an adoption at Christmas 
time,” Blackstone said.

SOURCE Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services

Dallas–With the holiday 
season in full swing and many 
first-time pet owners likely 
to receive a new dog or cat as 
a gift in the coming weeks, 
veterinarians from Essentials 
PetCare are sharing their top 
tips to help new pet owners get 
started on the right foot. 

In recent years there has 
been a resurgence of gifting 
pets to loved ones for the hol-
idays, in part due to a change 
in conventional wisdom that 
gifting a pet increases its likeli-
hood of ending up in a shelter. 
This shift by animal advocates 
stems from findings in a 2013 
study by the ASPCA, which 
found no correlation between 
receiving an animal as a gift 
and surrender rates. 

“Surprising a loved one with 
a pet during the holidays can 
be one of the most rewarding 

Tips for pet owners 
this holiday season

See PETS
Page 8

gifts as long as the recipient 
has expressed interest in own-
ing a pet and has the financial 
means to do so,” Emily Cole, 
veterinarian at Essentials Pet-
Care, said. “Anyone receiving a 
puppy or kitten for the holidays 
should first understand the 
daily responsibility involved in 
pet ownership and also consid-
er speaking with a veterinarian 
beforehand.” 

Veterinarians recommend 
the following tips for pet own-
ers who receive a new pet 
during the holidays: 

Get the right supplies - Those 
gifting a pet over the holidays 
should also put together a care 
package to get new pet owners 
stocked-up for at least the first 
week. Items like pet food, pet-

Irving—The Irving Police 
Department is investigating a 
fatal car crash that occurred at 
approximately 7 p.m. on Dec. 
10 in the 300 block of West 
State Highway 183. 

A tow truck operator, 22 
year-old Joshua Henao was on 
the right shoulder in the pro-
cess of loading a vehicle onto 
the wrecker when the collision 
occurred. Mr. Henao, who was 
outside his vehicle at the time, 
was killed as a result of the col-
lision. 

Edgar Arturo Zavala-Astur-
ias, 38-years of age, was the 
driver of the suspect vehicle. 
He suffered minor injuries and 
was arrested for Intoxication 
Manslaughter/Accident In-
volving Death. This investiga-

Police investigate fatality 
crash, manslaughter case 

tion is still on-going and any-
one with information is asked 
to contact the Irving Police 

Department at (972) 273-1010 
(24 hours).   

SOURCE Irving Police Department
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Families make crafts during Lit's Alive: Little Women.  /Photo by Charles Dyer.

(Left to right) Rose Mary Neshyba, Bruce Wood and Mustafa Tameez discuss 
education issues during the coalition. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

EDUCATION
Continued from Page 3

PETS
Continued from Page 7

WORSHIP

Community celebrates an American classic 
By Charles Dyer

Irving—Irving families en-
joyed enjoy hot chocolate, 
crafts, and a screening of the 
1994 film, ‘Little Women,’ at 
the South Irving Library on 
Saturday, Dec. 7.

The library provided com-
munity members a warm and 
cheery refuge following Ir-
ving’s tree-lighting ceremony 
and holiday parade. Across 
the street in Centennial Park, 
a holiday light display reflected 
across Delaware Creek.

The Smooth Brew quartet 
provided barbershop-style 
acapella music as children and 
their parents created Christ-
mas tree ornaments.

Lit’s Alive is a “Classic Lit-
erature Resurrected” program 
series offered by the library.

“This one is the Little Wom-
en’s Christmas, sort of a [time 
to] come celebrate the book 
before the new movie comes 
out,” Amanda Hipp, the South 
Library Branch manager, said. 
“It’s good classic literature. It’s 
a family drama, so there is a lot 
of fun stuff that goes on. It’s 
dramatic and fun. It’s a good 
read for the whole family.

“We also have some crafts 

that fit in to the Victorian era.” 
‘Little Women,’ a semiauto-

biographical novel written by 

Louisa May Alcott in 1868, de-
tails the lives of the March sis-
ters in post-Civil War America. 

(Left to right) Scot Brennecke, Gary Applegate, Walt Lammert, and Jon Reed entertain community members with holiday tunes 
during the Little Women celebration.  /Photo by Charles Dyer.

Keep up with all the 
latest education news at 

RamblerNewspapers.com 

ward,” Watson said. “But we 
know that teacher pay does not 
equal teacher value. All teach-
ers are important.” 

“I will not support cutting 

the available school fund if we 
need to make budget cuts,” Se-
liger said. “Cuts may happen 
in the future, but not from that 
fund.” 

safe bowls, a well-fitting collar 
and leash, crate, pet toys and 
stain removers are essential 
when getting pets settled into a 
new home. 

Get the pet vaccinated - Pup-
pies and kittens need a series 
of vaccinations to be fully pro-
tected from various deadly 
diseases. Young animals also 
commonly have intestinal par-

asites which may be transmis-
sible to humans. These para-
sites are especially dangerous 
to children, expecting mothers 
and adults with suppressed im-
mune systems. 

Get on schedule and begin 
training immediately - The 
best way to limit accidents and 
foster good long-term habits is 
to begin training on day one. 

Closely supervise young pets 
and remain alert for signs the 
pet needs to use the bathroom. 
At the first sign, immediate-
ly take the pet outside or to a 
designated area. It has been 
proven that positive reinforce-
ment is the best way to achieve 
desired behaviors, so contin-
ually praise or reward pets for 
following house rules. 

“We strongly encourage 
anyone thinking about giving 

the gift of a pet this holiday 
season to consider adopting 
one from a local shelter. Many 
shelters have special adoption 
programs tailored for the holi-
day season or offer gift cards to 
cover adoption fees,” Cole said. 
“There’s no better feeling than 
giving a loved one the joy a pet 
brings and providing a pet a 
forever home.”

SOURCE Essentials PetCare


