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Santa Claus arrives at the Frontiers of Flight Museum in a shiny and bright ride for a visit.  /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.
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DOING THE MOST GOOD: People take donation slips, committing to provide the amount of money listed on the slip to The Salvation 
Army. /Photo by John Starkey.

By Cecilia Lenzen
Dallas—Holiday magic filled 

the air as Santa Claus flew into 
Frontiers of Flight Museum in 
a helicopter Sunday afternoon, 
Dec. 15 for a quick visit before 
his busiest day of the year. 
Children bounced eagerly in 
anticipation as Santa descend-
ed from the sky, covering their 
ears as the Airbus helicopter 
flew closer. 

Once Santa landed and 
stepped out, the children raced 
into his open arms, surround-
ing him with hugs and laugh-
ter. Mobbed by so many chil-
dren, Santa could barely walk 
to his seat for pictures. 

Additionally, Superman and 
‘Frozen’ characters Elsa, Anna 
and Kristoff visited and took 
pictures with children.

“‘Santa Day’ is an annual 

By Caton Berry
Coppell—The holiday sea-

son is the busiest time of year 
for the post office. Between all 
the presents, Christmas cards, 
bills and regular mail, there is 
a lot to be delivered. The USPS 
North Texas Processing and 
Distribution Center opened its 
doors for a behind the scenes 
tour to local media on Thurs-
day, Dec. 12. 

“Our biggest day of the year 
was last Monday [Dec. 6] where 

By Ariel Graham
“What Do You Want To Do 

Before You Die?”
That was the question posed 

to the guests of the 2019 Irving 
Salvation Army Super Lunch, 
hosted in the Irving Conven-
tion Center on 
Tuesday, Dec. 
10.

The keynote 
speaker was 
Ben Nemtin, 
a New York 
Times bestsell-
ing author and 
one of the stars 
of MTV’s “The 
Buried Life.” 
Carol Boyer 
Jaudes, Super 
Lunch chair-
woman, said 
Nemtin’s mes-
sage of “radical 
possibility” was 
a perfect fit for this year’s Su-
per Lunch theme of “Making 
an Impact.”

“We took a leap of faith this 
year and asked a very special 
speaker to be our keynote and 

Super Lunch inspires people

Santa spreads holiday cheer 
at Frontiers of Flight Museum

event at the museum,” Alicia 
Morgan, Frontiers of Flight 
Museum education and pro-
grams vice president, said. 
“The goal of the event is to cre-
ate a fun, festive environment 
to bring families together for 
the holiday season. It’s a way to 
wrap up the year.” 

Each year, the museum 
attempts to offer something 
unique for the holiday season. 
Last year, Santa arrived in an 
airplane. 

“It’s something new and ex-

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—Entrepreneurs from 

24 local non-profits pitched 
their ideas at Irving’s 4th an-
nual Share Tank hosted in 
The Study on Thursday, Dec. 
5. Each organization is given 
30 minutes with local leaders 
to share their dreams for their 
non-profit in the hopes of re-
ceiving financial backing. 

Share Tank is a unique op-
portunity for charitable Irving 
businesses to collaborate with 
and support nonprofits in the 
community. The program is a 
process, which includes four 
classes on running a success-
ful business, pitching ideas to 
leaders, and potentially receiv-
ing funds for the organization. 

Sharon Johnston from A 
Main Place was one of the en-
trepreneurs who participated. 

“I am the founder and di-

share with you his message of 
making an impact,” Boyer said. 
“Ben Nemtin and his three 
childhood friends started ‘The 
Buried Life’ in Victoria [British 
Columbia]. They made a list of 
100 things to do before they 

died, and for every 
list item they accom-
plished, they helped 
complete strangers 
cross something off 
their bucket lists. 
Since then, they 
have crossed off, 
‘write a New York 
Times best-sell-
ing book,’ ‘make a 
TV show for MTV,’ 
‘get interviewed by 
Oprah,’ and have 
even helped reunite 
a father and son af-
ter 17 years and sur-
prised a young girl 
with a brand-new 

bionic arm.”
Nemtin’s journey began af-

ter a serious battle with anxi-
ety and depression that caused 
him to drop out of college.

“It wasn’t until my friends 

came at the end of the semester 
that I dropped out of and con-
vinced me to come work in a 
new town for the summer that 
I slowly started to come out of 
these feelings,” Nemtin said. 
“I started talking about what I 
had been through for the first 
time with my friends, and I 
realized I wasn’t the only one 
that was going through some of 
these feelings. 

“I started meeting young 
people my age that were inspir-
ing. Kids that had started their 
own businesses at my age, that 
had already travelled around 
the world. After that summer 
when I was starting to feel back 
to myself, I remember driving 
home and I thought, ‘I’m go-
ing to try and only surround 
myself with people who inspire 
me,’ just like those kids that I 
met in that town. I didn’t know 
that one small decision would 
completely change the rest of 
my life.”

Nemtin reached out to a 
friend who was an aspiring 
filmmaker, and together with 
two other friends, they decid-

ed to make a film. They cre-
ated the ultimate bucket list 
and travelled around the coun-
try, recorded their adventure 

and tried to mark everything 
off their list. Since beginning 
their journey, Nemtin and his 
friends have crossed off 91 of 
their initial 100 items, includ-
ing “having a beer with Prince 
Harry,” and “playing basket-
ball with President Obama.”

While many people may not 
have a bucket list as grandiose 
as Nemtin and his friends, he 
still encourages everyone to 

make a bucket list of their own.
“I’m here because I’m hop-

ing that you’re starting to see 
the unusual power that a buck-
et list can have in helping you 
prioritize the things that are 
important in your life,” Nemtin 
said. “Let’s just look at what a 
bucket list is, it’s just a list of 
the most important things to 

USPS tackles busy 
holiday rush

See SUPER LUNCH
Page 3

we hit right around 2.5 mil-
lion letters, and this Monday 
[Dec.16] coming up, we plan 
to hit 2.9 or 3 million, most of 
which will be Christmas cards,” 
Larry Wagoner, the center’s 
manager said. “It will take 
us about 12 to 14 hours to get 
through that, so it’s a very big 
operation.

“This is one of the largest 

Entrepreneurs learn 
through Share Tank

rector of A Main Place, a retail 
store without a cash register,” 
Johnston said. “Our clients 
are referred to us by people in 
the know. We provide lovely 
things to the people in Irving 
who may need some addition-
al support for work clothes, 
things like that. We want to 
change the image the clients 
have of themselves, so they 
can reach their full potential.  
“I am so proud that Irving de-
veloped the Share Tank pro-
gram before another suburb in 
the area came up with it. I have 
been all four years. 

“You come and you hear 
experts in their field who all 
have non-profits. We meet four 
times, then we have a pitch 
day. We go before two people 

“There is a ripple 
effect when you 
help someone, 

because you don’t 
just help that one 
person, you help 

the people around 
them, their friends 

and family."
-Ben Nemtin
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Irving community leader, Margie 
Stipes, celebrated turning 90 with 
family and friends on Wednesday, 
Dec. 11. More photos from the 
birthday celebration can be viewed 
at RamblerNewspapers.com. 
/Photos provided by Stacie Smith.

There is plenty of chili for everyone. /Photo by Sheri Gibbs.

Irving—North Lake College 
(NLC) hosted its annual holi-
day tradition, Santa Bucks, for 
its 18th consecutive year at the 
Central Campus on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6. The one-day event is 
a free shopping spree for stu-
dents and the NLC community. 

Attendees received $30 
in currency, known as Santa 
Bucks, upon checking in at the 
cashier’s station and browsed 

Margie Stipes turns 90

Cook off brings chili lovers together
By Sheri Gibbs

Irving—People ate a variety 
of chili concoctions during Ir-
ving’s 40th annual Blue Christ-
mas Chili Cook-Off and Toy 
Drive presented in Heritage 
Park on Saturday, Dec. 7. After 
sampling chili, visitors were 
encouraged to take advantage 
of other family-friendly activ-
ities including bounce houses 
and face painting. 

The Blue Christmas char-
ity organization was started 
by Becky Fann in 1979 to pro-
vide Christmas presents for 
25 needy families. Today, the 
organization aids more than 

400 local families with not only 
toys, but also food items. 

“We try to provide a nice 
meal and Christmas for these 
families,” John Shingle, a Blue 
Christmas board member, 
said. “Usually enough food for 
a day and a toy for each kid.”

The Irving Police and Fire 
Departments work in conjunc-
tion with volunteers to ensure 
that as many families as possi-
ble are able to celebrate a nice 
Christmas. The Blue Christmas 
organization hosts multiple 
events throughout the year 
including toy drives and food 
drives that benefit local fami-
lies. 

“The Irving community 
is such a great backer of our 
event,” Shingle said. “We never 
can really set a goal, but today 
is such a good day, and I think 
we’ll do well.”

Cooks gathered for a neck-
in-neck chili cook-off, includ-
ing multiple award-winning 
teams. The teams presented 
their entries with names like 
‘Aardvark’ and ‘Heavenly Sev-
en.’ Many entrants participate 
in the CASI (Chili Appreciation 
Society International) circuit.

“My wife and I both cook 
competition chili and have 
been for about seven or eight 
years,” Mike Moore, cooking 
for the Toyota of Irving team, 
said. “We belong to the CASI 
group, so whatever we spend in 
entry fees goes straight to our 
pod’s charity.” 

Along with the chili cook-off, 
there were photo opportunities 
with Santa. 

Following the chili cook-off 
Irving presented its annual 
Christmas Parade and Tree 
Lighting in the downtown area, 
which brought a late rush to 
the toy drive. 

Santa Bucks returns 
to North Lake College  

the selection of items before 
making a purchase. Items in-
cluded donated nonperishable 
food items, gently used cloth-
ing, home goods, books, and 
toys. 

“After 18 years, the event 
continues to embrace our 
North Lake community with 
love and goodwill, and just 
overall fun,” said Kathleen 
Stockmier, founder of Santa 

Bucks and student publications 
manager of the News-Register. 
“The students who volunteer 
and all others involved are 
greatly impacted by witnessing 
the blessings of the day.” 

Students, faculty, and staff 
donate items to the Santa 
Bucks program, which began 

See  SANTA BUCKS
Page 3
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

A couple inspects items during the silent auction at the Super Lunch. /Photo by Ariel 
Graham.

SANTA'S WORKSHOP: Creative floats spread cheer during Irving's Holiday Extravaganza. More parade pictures on page 8 and RamblerNewspapers.com /Photo by Caton 
Berry.
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By Caton Berry
Irving—Holiday cheer filled 

the air as the community 
kicked off the Christmas sea-
son with Irving’s Holiday Ex-
travaganza on Saturday, Dec. 7. 
The crowd enjoyed various free 
holiday activities, including a 
downtown parade, followed by 
a tree lighting and fireworks. 

Ross Dunn and his family 
have been coming to the event 
for years. 

“This is one of our favorite 
things to do around the holi-
day season,” Dunn said. “Every 
year, we enjoy seeing all of the 
creativity that goes into design-
ing a lot of these parade floats. 
The theme this year is Santa’s 
Workshop. It’s cool to see how 
the people who make these 
floats use their imagination to 
put something really cool to-
gether.

“Aside from that, though, 
what we really love about this 
event is how it brings everyone 
together. People from all over 
the city of Irving come with 
their friends and family. Even 
people who don’t live in Irving 
come. The neat thing about 
this event is seeing how happy 
it makes all the kids. My kids 
love seeing all the really cool 
float designs, but they also love 
it when the parade participants 
throw out candy to them. What 
kid doesn’t love free candy?

“Of course, my wife really 

December 2001, following the 
aftermath of the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, to lift spirits and spread 
holiday cheer by helping others 
in need. The program contin-

SANTA BUCKS
Continued from Page 2

Holiday Extravaganza spreads cheer
loves all of the different op-
portunities for taking pictures. 
They’ve got this sort of old-
timey Christmas village display 
behind us with a giant Christ-
mas tree in the middle, so we 
took a few pictures with that. 
Kids love it. Families love it. It 
really is just an all-around great 
event for the city of Irving.”

Amanda Greene enjoyed the 
festivity’s embracing nature.

“My kids and I love doing 
things like this around the hol-
idays,” Greene said. “This is ac-
tually our first year coming to 
this, and we definitely plan on 
coming back. This type of event 
really helps us to embrace com-
munity. Families can come out 
and enjoy the activities with 
their kiddos, and that is a great 
thing.

“However, what I really 
like about this parade is how 
it isn’t afraid to acknowledge 
the story of Jesus. I’ve seen a 
lot of different churches, like 
the Western Heritage Church, 
with floats at the parade. One 
of them even was decorated to 
look like a manger. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I love 
all of the Christmas stuff with 
Santa and things like that, but 
every year I always do my best 
to remind my kids and my 
family why it is we celebrate 
Christmas. It isn’t about just 
toys. It’s about honoring the 
birth of Jesus. Sometimes I feel 

like, around this time of year, 
there aren’t enough events that 
do a good job of acknowledging 
that. This year’s parade seems 
to have struck a really good bal-
ance.”

Following the parade, guests 
were invited to congregate 
outside of Irving City Hall in 
an area themed after Santa’s 
Village. People were able to get 
treats from food trucks, inter-
act with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
as well as enjoy Christmas mu-
sic from a live band, and the 
tree lighting with fireworks. 

Melinda Lewis said the event 
improves each year. 

“I’ve been coming with my 
family to this event for a few 
years now, and each year, I 
truly believe it gets better and 
better,” Lewis said. “My kids 
were really looking forward to 
coming tonight. They love get-
ting to see Santa Clause and the 
tree lighting, but my son was 
really looking forward to see-
ing the fireworks. Fortunately, 
they did not disappoint.

“I also really enjoyed the live 
Christmas music concert. I’m 
one of those people who lis-
tens to Christmas music when 

most would say it’s too early in 
the year, but I don’t care. I like 
songs like ‘Jingle Bell Rock’ 
and ‘All I Want for Christmas 
Is You.’ Now, the group that 
was playing tonight was more 
jazzy than pop, but I kind of 
like exposing my kids to that. 
Kids these days don’t normally 
listen to that sort of old-timey 
music, so I enjoy any opportu-
nity to expose them to things 
like that.

“Of course, it really warmed 
my heart when all the kids 
saw Santa and Mrs. Claus go 
onstage right before the tree 
lighting. Seeing that childhood 
innocence and their unques-
tioning belief really makes me 
feel good. I wish I could be that 
age again.”

“To me, Christmas is about 
coming together with friends 
and family, and people should 
never feel like they can’t go to 
a holiday event because it is 
too pricey,” she said. “Every-
one can come to this event, and 
that encourages interaction 
that one doesn’t necessarily see 
every day. Sure, people come 
with their friends and family, 
but this event also allows both 

children and adults to really 
connect, often times with peo-
ple they haven’t met before. 
You could come to this event 
with a whole group of friends 

and then come back with a few 
new ones. I just love seeing that 
kind of interaction this time of 
year.”

ues to give disadvantaged stu-
dents an opportunity to do hol-
iday shopping for themselves 
and their families.

SOURCE North Lake College

you and your life, the things 
you believe will bring you the 
most joy and happiness and 
fulfillment. The list itself, is just 
a device, so you don’t forget 
about those things. Because if 
you don’t have something to 
remind you, they get buried.

“Now, isn’t a bucket list a 
little bit selfish, to prioritize 
your own personal goals? Well, 
that’s what I thought, but I 
realized I wasn’t just wrong, I 
had it backwards. It’s vital for 
a myriad of different reasons, 
support for your own wellbe-
ing, for your own happiness, 
for your own mental health to 
do things that are important to 
you. But it’s also important for 
those around you, because you 
can’t take care of other people 
if you don’t take care of your-
self. It’s important for your ca-
reer, because there’s not much 
work/life balance anymore, 
therefore there must be work/
life harmony, and what that 
means is you’re getting energy 
from work, and you’re getting 
energy from home by doing 
the things that are important 
to you. It’s important for your 
organization, because an orga-
nization can only be a better 
version of itself if every person 
is becoming a better version of 
themselves. And most import-
ant, it’s vital for your legacy.”

Nemtin’s adventures in 
clearing off his bucket list has 
inspired many people to not 
only make their own list, but 
also help others achieve their 
dreams and goals. Nemtin 
called it a ‘ripple effect,’ an ef-
fect that can be seen not only 
on “The Buried Life,’ but also 
at the Boys and Girls Club in 
Irving. 

“There’s a ripple effect that 
happens when you do what 
you love,” Nemtin said. “You 
inspire other people to do 
that thing that they want to 
do. There’s also a ripple effect 
when you help someone, be-
cause you don’t just help that 
one person, you help the peo-
ple around them, their friends 
and family. And sometimes 
you help every single person 
that comes into contact with 
them moving forward. 

“Think about the amazing 
positive ripple effect the Boys 
and Girls Club has in this com-
munity. The impact it has on 
young people, giving young 
people a safe place to come af-
ter school, giving young people 
mentors, giving young people 
food and snacks, giving seniors 
a place to go and actually have 
companionship. That is an in-
credible ripple effect, hard to 
measure, but very real.”
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Dozens of holiday packages travel through the post office on the way to their 
destinations. /Photo by Caton Berry.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the 
City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, January 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0021: 2820 Vassar Dr., approx. 0.24 acres. 
Marcos Adrian Reyes, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a 
zoning change from R-6 (Single Family) district to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) district for R-6 (Single Family) uses with exceptions to the 
side and rear yard setbacks.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0082: 328 E. Grauwyler Rd, approx. 0.04 ac. 
Salvation Army of North Texas, owner.  Wild West Towers, applicant.  
The applicant is requesting a zoning change from C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) and wireless telecommunications tower uses to allow a 
new 100-ft tall telecommunications tower. 

ZONING CASE ZC19-0084: 4100 W. Airport Freeway, approx. 18.15 
acres. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 
(Generalized Site Plan) district for C-C (Community Commercial) uses to  
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) district for C-C (Community Commercial) 
uses to allow the outside storage of shipping containers.

ZONING CASE ZC19-0091: Approximately 1000 feet south of the 
intersection of State Highway 161 and Las Colinas Boulevard, 
approximately 2.7 acres. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from PUD (Planned Unit Development) district for C-C (Community 
Commercial) uses to PUD (Planned Unit Development) district for S-P-1 
(Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with the attendant accessory 
use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption), 
office, recreation and related uses to allow the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption at a fitness center.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – STREET NAME CHANGE
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, January 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City 
Council of the City of Irving, Texas, to consider the following street name 
change requests:

STREET NAME CHANGE ZC19-0088: A request to assign the name 
Retreat Drive to an unnamed driveway at the Irving Convention Center 
and Toyota Music Factory site.

STREET NAME CHANGE ZC19-0089: A request to assign the name 
Convention Center Drive to an unnamed driveway at the Irving 
Convention Center and Toyota Music Factory site.

STREET NAME CHANGE ZC19-0090: A request to assign the name 
Rendezvous Drive to an unnamed driveway at the Irving Convention 
Center and Toyota Music Factory site.

Notices have been sent to all owners of real property adjacent to 
the streets affected by the proposed Street Name Change, as such 
ownership appears on the last approved city tax roll.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

A Public hearing is held to consider application for amendments to Part 
IV (“Subdivisions”) of the Land Development Code of the City of Irving, 
Texas as described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARING:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, January 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

CONSIDER amending Section 35-16 entitled “Design requirements 
generally” to specify that Section 35-16(e) shall not apply to properties 
zoned “HCD” Heritage Crossing District.
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

A Public hearing is held to consider application for amendments to 
Chapter 2 of the Code of Civil and Criminal Ordinances of the City of 
Irving, Texas, and to Section 35-10.2 of Part IV (“Subdivisions”) of the 
City of Irving Land Development Code as described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARING:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, January 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

CONSIDER amending Section 2-6 entitled “Provisions for Vacation 
and Abandonment” of Chapter 2 of the Code of Civil and Criminal 
Ordinances to remove the requirement of City Council approval for 
abandonment of an easement and delegate that authority to the City 
Manager, and amending Section 35-10.2 entitled “Provisions for 
Vacation and Abandonment” of Part IV (“Subdivisions”) of the Land 
Development Code to provide that certain real property interests may 
be vacated or abandoned through the platting process.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings. 
Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Planning & Community Development Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning & 
Community Development Dept. at the address listed above during 
normal business hours. For additional information, please contact the 
Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number when 
requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing 
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City 
Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

ORD. NO. 2019-10295

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0077
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MAYFLOWER 1 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 315 COLLINS DRIVE, MORE FULLY 
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM R-6 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

ORD. NO. 2019-10296

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0078
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE 
MARKET PLACE SHOPPING CENTER 5TH REVISION ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 2000 MARKET PLACE BOULEVARD, MORE 
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C DISTRICT USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) 
SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT 
ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ENTERTAINMENT AND RELATED 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL 
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING 
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY 
WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A 
PENALTY.

ORD NO. 2019-10297

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0079
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF 
LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF LAS COLINAS 
ACREAGE 3 SHEET 5F SURVEY, TRACT 5.52 AND LOCATED AT 
311 EAST JOHN W. CARPENTER FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
FWY FREEWAY DISTRICT USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANTS WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USES OF 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND HOTEL USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; 
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; 
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES 
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, 
PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE 
INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORD NO. 2019-10298

ZONING CASE NO. ZC19-0080
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ORIGINAL 
TOWN OF IRVING REPLAT ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 313 
SOUTH O’CONNOR ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM HCD-CMU 
HERITAGE CROSSING DISTRICT – CORRIDOR MIXED USE 
SUBDISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED 
TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR HCD-CMU USES UNDER 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, on December 12, 2019.

RICHARD H. STOPFER, MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings, City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen, City Attorney

LEGAL

facilities in the country, and 
I control all of what is called 
‘outgoing volume,’ which is 
the volume going out to the 
world. I control all of that for 
the entire Dallas district, and 
the largest portion of the Fort 
Worth district. I go all the way 
up to the Oklahoma border, for 
the south I go all the way down 
to Waco, and then I go all the 
way over to the Louisiana bor-
ders. I run the second largest 
operation in the country, so 
you’re going to see a lot of ma-
chines. It’s quiet right now, but 
in about two hours, there will 
be roughly 1,200 employees on 
the floor. 

“On the packaging part of 
things, so far we’ve done 3.9 
million packages going out to 
the world. Coming in, we’ve 
done 5.8 million, so we’ve done 
9.7 million packages in total. So 
far, it has been a great Christ-
mas season for us, and we’ve 
had the opportunity to do even 
more. 

“This coming Monday will 
be our busiest day. On that day, 
we will take in over 190 truck-
loads of mail to get ready to go 
out into the world. We’re trying 
to get everything ready before 
Christmas. This is going to be 
a phenomenal week for us, and 
so far it’s shaping up to be one 
of the largest we’ve ever seen.”

Strategic communications 
specialist Carol Hunt provided 
more insight on the process. 

“Dec. 16 through the 22 is 
our biggest mailing and deliv-
ery week,” Hunt said. “Between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Day, we expect to deliver 800 
million packages. During that 
same amount of time, we will 
send out 13 billion pieces of 
mail. The suggested deadline 
for holiday shipping is Dec. 
20 for any first class mail, and 
Dec. 21 for priority. This year, 
we also have many new holiday 
stamps for sale, including the 
holiday wreath, Kwanza, and 
Madonna and child. Out of all 
those, the wreath is my favor-
ite.”

Communications special-
ist Floyd Wagoner gave his 
thoughts on the plant’s holiday 
rush.

“We are very experienced 
and very capable,” Wagoner 
said. “We deliver millions of 
pieces of mail and packages out 
of this particular facility every 
day. This is just one of many fa-
cilities across the nation. We’re 
going to be delivering over 
800 million packages between 
Thanksgiving Day and New 
Year’s Day across the nation for 
a total of 13.6 billion packages 
and pieces of mail nationwide. 

“It really is about our experi-

ence and being able to make all 
this happen. One of the coolest 
things is that it happens every 
day like this at the post office. 
All the way down to the day 
before Christmas, we’re going 
through the containers and 
wire racks. We’re looking for 
that last present or that last 
package that needs to be deliv-
ered. It is a huge commitment 
for everybody, from the highest 
level down to the person that is 
taking care of the mail and de-
livering it to your home.”

“I love the excitement,” 
Wagoner said. “It’s a non-stop, 
24 hour operation, definite-
ly year long, but now it really 
is the buzz of having so much 
volume coming into the plant. 
A million pieces of mail will be 
processed here today, 3 million 
come Monday, and it takes a 
lot of commitment to do that. 
It takes all of us to make sure 
it gets to our customers safely 
and on time when they expect 
it, as they expect it.”

The safety of customers and 
their mail is a primary focus 
for Fort Worth postal inspector 
Sean Smith. 

“Our mission is to make 
sure the mail is protected and 
to keep the customers and 
also employees safe from any 
criminal attacks,” Smith said. 
“We try to make sure the mail 
always has a sense of securi-
ty, no matter where it goes or 
who it touches. We believe in 
the sanctity of the mail. It is 
a long-standing tradition in 
America to make sure this is 
still one of the most trusted 
ways to communicate.

“To me, our mission itself 
is the most rewarding part of 
the job. Our customers need to 
know that we are here to pro-
tect them, their mail, and any-
thing in between. Especially 
around this time of year, with 
this being the holidays, every-
one enjoys sending and receiv-
ing packages. We try to make 
sure that those packages make 
it into the right hands. 

“If customers are going to 
be away from their house, we 
encourage them to ask their 
neighbor to go pick up their 
package for them. You can also 
go onto USPS.com and request 
to have your mail held for a 
specified period of time. Most 
people now have some sort of 
camera on their doorbell, and 
they can monitor things like 
that. Now, customers can get 
a notification on their phone 
if they are expecting someone 
like a UPS driver to show up on 
their front porch. It is always 
good for customers to keep 
monitoring that.”

Notice of Public Meeting to discuss
Manara Academy State Financial 
Accountability Rating
Manara Academy will hold a public 
meeting at 11:00AM on Thursday, 
December 26, 2019 at the Manara 
STEM Academy located at 6101 S. 
Collins Street, Arlington, TX 76018. 
The purpose of this meeting is to 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

discuss Manara Academy’s rating on the state’s financial accountability 
system.

LEGAL
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was 17th-century English philosopher 
Thomas Hobbes who made the following sage 
observation: "Curiosity is the lust of the mind."

* At Christmastime in Greece, people 
traditionally give small gifts to orphanages and 
hospitals rather than to each other. 

* A traditional Russian Christmas celebration 
would include spreading hay on a home's floors 
and tables and clucking loudly. Evidently, this 
was thought to encourage horse feed to grow 
and chickens to lay eggs in the coming year.

* The antlers of a bull moose can spread up 
to 6 feet across -- and they accomplish this 
astonishing growth in only four months. 

* The battle between keepers of livestock and 

the biting flies that pester their herds is as old as the pastoral life. 
In recent times, pesticides have been applied with some success, 
but the expense -- and especially the toxicity -- worry many people. 
Japanese researchers have recently discovered a simple and 
inexpensive way to mitigate this concern: Paint zebra stripes on 
the cows. After several days of observing a control group of black 
cattle and a test group of the same breed of cattle painted with 
white stripes, they found that less than half as many biting flies 
landed on the striped cattle.

* The first postage stamp commemorating Christmas was issued 
in Austria in 1937. 

* We can thank beloved 19th-century English novelist Charles 
Dickens for the colorful phrase "eat my hat."

* Wildlife documentarians have captured footage of elephant 
mothers spanking their calves; sometimes she uses her trunk, and 
sometimes she goes so far as to pull up a shrub and use it as a 
switch. 
***
Thought for the Day: "I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I 
was 6. Mother took me to see him in a department store and he 
asked for my autograph." -- Shirley Temple

1. GOVERNMENT: When was the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency founded?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What gift 
arrives on the 10th day in the song "The 

Twelve Days of Christmas"?
3. MOVIES: What was the name of Shirley MacLaine's character 
in "Terms of Endearment"?
4. PERSONALITIES: At which sport did Babe Didrikson Zaharias 
excel in the 1940s?
5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How do baleen whales eat?
6. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Which early American statesman 
once said, "A good conscience is a continual Christmas"?
7. MUSIC: Which singer was nicknamed "The Material Girl" in the 
1980s?
8. BIBLE: What was Moses' wife's name?
9. INVENTIONS: Who is credited with discovering X-rays?
10. MEDICAL: What does the Ishihara test gauge?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. 1947
2. Ten Lords-a-Leaping
3. Aurora Greenway
4. Golf
5. Filtration
6. Benjamin Franklin
7. Madonna
8. Zipporah
9. Wilhelm Rontgen
10. Color blindness
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SANTA
Continued from Page 1

An engraving depicts the birth of Jesus. /Reprinted from Bible History for Parochial and Sunday Schools, published 1905.

Julia Vasquez, 6, meets Elsa, Anna and Kristoff during Santa Day. /Photo by 
Cecilia Lenzen.

Merry Christmas from Rambler

The holiday elves may not 
know it but, Linda Sloss, 73, 
is the chief elf for many ailing 
children receiving emergency 
care at a Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center - Irving. For 22 
years, Linda with help from her 

citing each year,” Morgan said. 
Grand Prairie resident Paula 

Ramirez jumped at the oppor-
tunity to take her son, Marcos 
(3) to try something unique. 
This is the first year Marcos un-

derstands the concept of Santa.   
“This is the year that he ac-

tually knows what’s going on,” 
Ramirez said. 

A fan of Disney movies and 
superheroes, Marcos was 

thrilled to take pictures with 
Elsa and Superman as well. 

“Santa was the highlight and 
seeing ‘Frozen’ and ‘Superman’ 
made it even more exciting for 
him,” Ramirez said. 

Dallas resident Brad John-
son brought his two sons, Kai 
(3) and Cole (2) to the event 
because of their love for Santa. 

“Any time he has a phone, 
he’s pretending to call Santa to 
tell him what he wants,” John-
son said. 

The boy’s grandfather, a 
Southwest Airlines inspector, 
inspired them with a love of 
planes, helicopters and flight, 
Johnson said. Attending a hol-
iday event at a flight museum 
was a natural choice for the 
family. 

When Santa arrived in his 
helicopter, Kai rushed with the 
rest of the children to greet him 
with a hug. 

“He was so excited. He was 
so pumped to see Santa,” John-
son said. “When he found out 
Santa was here, he came run-
ning over and left us behind to 
catch up.” 

Children and their parents 
also built paper airplanes and 
other arts and crafts while en-
joying punch and cookies. 

Elizabeth Vasquez brought 
her daughter Julia to see the 
popular Disney princesses. The 
6-year-old girl has seen ‘Fro-
zen’ countless times. According 
to Vasquez, the chance to meet 
the characters in person could 
not have come at a better time. 

“She was like, ‘I’ve got to hug 
them,’” Vasquez said. 

Julia was almost as excited 

to see Superman as he scooped 
her up and lifted her into the 
air. Together, they clenched 

their fists toward the ceiling 
in a classic Superman pose as 
Vasquez snapped a picture. 

Children and their families greet Santa Claus. /Photo by Cecilia Lenzen.

Irving—The Irving Police 
Department is investigating a 
capital murder that occurred 
on Thursday, Dec. 12, around 6 
p.m. Officers initially respond-
ed to the 3000 block East Cor-
tez Court on an unconscious 
person call and discovered Bet-
ty Thomas, 83-year old female 
deceased. The cause of death 
was multiple stab wounds. 

Police make arrest in 
murder of local woman 

Investigators arrested Roy 
James Holden Jr., 43-year-old 
b/m. Holden, employed with 
Spectrum, had been to the res-
idence previously, but was not 
on duty at the time of the mur-
der. He stole credit and debit 
cards and was recorded on sur-
veillance video.

The motive for this murder is 
still unclear. 

This investigation is still 
on-going and anyone with in-
formation is asked to contact 
the Irving Police Department 
at (972) 273-1010 (24 hours) 
and reference case 19-28227. 
Additionally, tips may be sub-
mitted to ipdcrimetips@cityo-
firving.org.   

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Sick kids receive 
special delivery

family and friends have deliv-
ered toys to the hospital. 

Linda’s gifts of joy honor her 
son, Lance Corporal, Brian H. 
Sloss, a Marine who was killed 
22 years ago in a car accident. 
His birthday was Dec. 22.

Broken-hearted and unable 
to celebrate the holidays the 
year of Brian’s death, Linda 
and her husband, Eddie, spon-

See TOYS
Page 7
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The Irving Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club was honored to have a visit from author Barbara Macdonald on Thursday, Dec. 
12. Macdonald brought her recently released book “Angels Tell the Story, The Cradle, The Cross, The Crown,” which is retelling 
of the Christmas story by angels and from a children’s perspective. Macdonald read the story to the children in attendance. Each 
student in attendance  received a free book from Macdonald. /Photo by John Starkey.

TOYS
Continued from Page 6

Families gaze at holiday lights throughout the park. /Photo by Dylan C. Reid.

Dr. Ariel Leslie and LaTasha Taylor Starr, creators of Este2m Builders and Este2m Dreamers, participate in Share Tank. 
/Photo by Aubrey Turner.

SHARE TANK
Continued from Page 1

Author visits Girls & Boys Club

“Our goal is to introduce 
STEM concepts through hands 
on opportunities from ages 
three to 18,” Leslie said. “We 
want to expose them to the 
different opportunities within 
STEM while making it a fun 
learning experience. There is 
a huge gap in STEM under-
graduates. There is such a need 
for STEM leaders. We want to 
build up confidence, compe-
tence and creativity in these 
subjects.” 

“Under Este2m Dreamers, 
our non-profit, provides sup-
port and training for teach-
ers,” Starr said. “We hear from 
teachers that they feel appre-
hension about teaching STEM. 
We also host family nights for 
the students and their families. 
We are working to provide sup-
port for teachers, parents, and 
students so the students feel 
comfortable pursuing STEM 
careers. 

“We are interested in serving 
Irving because it is such a di-
verse population. Irving is such 
a dynamic city. We are so excit-
ed to hopefully go forward with 
this project. We have joined 
in partnership with Stonegate 

Christian Academy to provide 
students and teachers with 
STEM support.” 

“We are so grateful for this 
program,” Leslie said. “We do 
this because we have a passion 
for the cause and the city, and 
we are so glad the city of Irving 
is willing to support organiza-
tions like ours.” 

Jacquelyn Ralls Forcher, the 
artistic director of Momentum 
Dance Studio, presented a 
pitch for a program that pro-
vides dance to students in Ir-
ving ISD. 

“We are the arts representa-
tives for the third grade classes 
in Irving ISD. We do a lecture 
demonstration, and we use 
dances from the Nutcracker 
Suite,” Forcher said. “This is 
the only ballet some of these 
kids will ever see. It is import-
ant for them to have access to 
the arts.” 

Maria Lanzen, treasurer of 
Momentum of Dance Studio, 
is thankful for the Share Tank 
experience. 

“I am so grateful for Share 
Tank,” Lanzen said. “I have 
learned so much about how to 
run a non-profit.” 

By Dylan C. Reid
Coppell—A crowd watched 

as floats, strollers, bikes, pets, 
families, and community 
groups bedecked with twin-

Holiday fun comes to Coppell

who critique us and help us fine 
tune our pitch. I have learned 
more in these free sessions 
than in classes I paid for.” 

Other Share Tank entre-
preneurs, Dr. Ariel Leslie and 
LaTasha Taylor Starr, created 
Este2m Builders and Este2m 
Dreamers. 

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

Sara Kathleen Avis July 30, 1944 – Dec. 14, 2019
Wesley Dyer Jan. 21, 1927 – Dec. 14, 2019

William Craig Ragsdale “Rags” May 27, 1973 – Dec. 14, 2019

LIFE TRIBUTES

taneously decided to buy toys 
and give to their local hospital. 
They brought a small box with 
about 8 or 10 stuffed animals 
the first year. Brian had been 
sick as a child often spending 
time in the hospital.

Over the years, the event 
grew into an annual pilgrimage 
for Linda, her daughter, grand-
daughter, friends and neigh-
bors to bring stuffed animals, 
coloring books/crayons, games 
and books to Baylor Scott & 
White Medical Center – Irving. 
Their goal is to provide toys 
for the entire year for unsus-
pecting children. Each year the 
hospital staff looks forward to 
the special delivery.

Today, Linda makes a nearly 
300 mile round-trip to main-
tain this tradition. She moved 
to Oklahoma from Texas sev-
eral years ago to be closer to 
her daughter after the death of 
husband Eddie. Although she 
has MS, Linda still manages 
her annual Eddie and Brian’s 
Way toy donation.

SOURCE Baylor Scott & White
 Medical Center - Irving

kling holiday lights passed 
through Andrew Brown Park 
East on Dec. 7. 

One of the floats, ‘Dachs-
hund through the Snow,’ was 

created by Tammy and Robert 
Roscoviv.

“We were trying to think of 
something unique for the pa-
rade, so I said, ‘Why don’t we 
use your sled,’” Tammy said. 
“Then I thought ‘Dachshund 
through the Snow,’ so we went 
from there. We added lights 
and two dogs; it was a ball.” 

“The sled has to be over 100 
years old,” Robert said. “My 
whole family grew up sliding 
on this sled in Wisconsin.”

After the parade, Coppell 
Mayor Karen Hunt spoke 
about the need for ornaments 
to be added to the community’s 
family tree.

“Since we are such a great 
family, a family community 
for a lifetime, we will have a 
family tree,” Hunt said. “We 
are asking people to donate an 
ornament from their family to 
decorate that tree.”

Coppell resident Kristin 
Reynolds attended the event 
with a moms’ group from the 
Coppell Early Childhood Asso-
ciation.

“It’s my first time coming,” 
Coppell resident Kristin Reyn-
olds said. “We actually partic-
ipated in the walking parade 
tonight. We had so much fun, 
our kids had a blast, and it was 
a great time for everybody.”

The evening’s activities in-
cluded bounce houses, and 
face painting, as well as photo 
opportunities with Santa and a 
live reindeer. Christmas carol-

ers dressed in old fashion attire 
provided acapella music.

“I like the different vendors, 

especially the stalls and chil-
dren’s events,” Coppell resi-
dent Sudeshna Banerge said. 

“The greatest part is the light-
ing. The tree lighting is abso-
lutely magnificent.”
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