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Juan Carlos Martinez, Chris Coley, and Shawn Blessing solidify the partnership between the AIM 
and the aviation program at Irving High School. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.
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Craig Heckel (right) shows Randy Randle (left) how students learn to fly and land aircrafts in a simulator. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.
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Carson and Larry West place a wreath on a grave at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
/Photo by Aubrey Turner.

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—The gentle hum of 

flight simulators and conversa-
tion filled Irving High School’s 
aviation classroom in cele-
bration of a new partnership 
that will take students to new 
heights. 

Irving ISD and the Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance (AIM) 
signed an agreement Tuesday, 
Dec 10, that will give students 
enrolled in the district’s School 
of Aviation Science the oppor-
tunity to get a head start on 
entering the aviation industry.

“Students will be able to 
graduate from high school, 
have only 16 months of school 
left to become a certified avi-

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Rental property 

owners in Irving could soon 
be required to register their 
properties under a new city or-
dinance.

Irving—Last year 4.6 million 
Americas moved interstate. 
Of those, over half a million 
moved to Texas, making it the 
second most popular destina-
tion behind Florida.

STORAGECafé, a nation-
wide storage space market-
place that helps people find 
storage units, in conjunction 
with United Van Lines, con-
ducted research about the 
migration patterns of Amer-
icans last year. They looked at 
migration data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau and financial 
data from United Van Lines to 
estimate the average costs of 
people moving from point A to 
point B.

The most common of these 
moves is from California to 
Texas. Last year, 86,164 Cali-
fornians packed their bags and 
moved to the Lone Star State, 
costing on average $3,700-
$4,100. Californians account-
ed for about 15 percent of the 
563,945 people that moved to 
the state last year. 

Roughly 25 percent of all 
the new Texas residents found 
themselves in North Texas, 
with just over 47,000 moving 
to Dallas County alone. One 
potential reason for people to 

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—A number of veter-

ans, Scouts, the Irving Silver-
tones, and the Irving Police 
and Fire Departments joined 
the community in honoring 
deceased military members, 
veterans and first respond-
ers during a Wreaths Across 
America event hosted at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens on 
Saturday, Dec. 14. 

The ceremony was one 
of more than 16,000 events 
that took place nation-wide. 

Home rental ordinance to go to council
During a Planning and De-

velopment Committee meeting 
on Dec. 12, city leaders heard 
concerns about and discussed 
the proposed rental registra-
tion ordinance. According to 

the draft ordinance, its pur-
pose is to “protect the health, 
safety and welfare of residents 
of rental home facilities and 
to maintain a record of rental 
homes by establishing a regis-

tration requirement for owners 
of rental properties.”

The city drafted the or-
dinance because “there are 
owners of rental homes within 
the city of Irving that do not 
provide adequate information 
on how to contact them in the 
event of an emergency or in the 
event that notification of the 
owner is required to provide 
notice of any violation” of city 
or state codes.

“This ordinance applies to 
all single family homes,” Te-
resa Adrian, director of code 
enforcement for Irving, said. 

“This will be applicable to both 
long-term and short-term rent-
als alike. The only exception 
that is noted in this ordinance 
is it would not apply to a home 
that is a rental home occupied 
by the owner at the time they 
are renting the home.”

Under the ordinance, rental 
property owners would be re-
quired to submit an application 
and a non-refundable annual 
fee of $25 per home.

“[Rental property] owners 
would have to provide their 
name, mailing address, email, 
phone number, driver’s license, 

date of birth, all of the critical 
contact information and iden-
tifiers that we need in order to 
enforce the code,” Adrian said. 
“One of the key points we’re go-
ing to be asking for is the max-
imum number of occupants in 
the home based on the number 
of bedrooms, per Dallas Cen-
tral Appraisal District.”

Adrian said the city has en-
countered issues with homes 
that were illegally modified and 
emphasized the importance of 
staying within the limit of oc-

Irving High School 
students fly higher

More people 
moving to Texas

ation technician and save 
roughly $10,000,” Christ Co-
ley, AIM’s campus executive 
director, said. “They’ll be enter-

ing the job market with a certi-
fied FAA license at 19 years old. 

Wreaths Across America 
honors deceased veterans

be coming to Texas could in-
volve taxes.

“Taxes do seem to be an im-
portant factor in domestic mi-
gration,” Maria Gatea, creative 
writer for STORAGECafé, 
said. “Florida and Texas, two 
states with low tax burdens, 
are attracting plenty of Cali-
fornians and New Yorkers, two 
states famous for their high 
tax rates. [Other] factors such 
as business climate, cost and 
quality of living, cultural at-
tractions, taxes, labor market 
dynamism, job security and 
salary levels will certainly be 
important for anyone making 
the decision to move.”

Although more people are 
moving to Florida and Texas, 
those two states rank second 
and third behind California for 
number of people moving out 
of state. New York is fourth.

Simultaneously, all of those 
states are in the top 10 for most 
popular states to move to. Oth-
er states in the top 10 include 
North Carolina (#4), Georgia 
(#5), Virginia (#6), Arizona 
(#7), Washington (#8) and 
Pennsylvania (#10). On the op-
posite end of the spectrum, the 
least popular states for moving 
to are Wyoming, Vermont and 

South Dakota.
This all comes as U.S. Mi-

gration Levels reach its lowest 
point since 1947, which is when 
the Census Bureau started 
gathering data.

“According to the latest data 
released by the US Census Bu-
reau, only about 9.8 percent 
of Americans moved in 2018,” 
Gatea said. “[It’s] the first 
time that the percentage has 
dropped under 10 percent.

“Between 1999 and 2000, 
more than 16 percent of Amer-
icans were moving, with 20 
percent of those going long 
distances. If we look even fur-
ther down the line, Census Bu-
reau data show that, in the 50s, 
about 20 percent of Americans 
were moving each year.”

“There are many potential 
explanations for why Ameri-
cans are moving less than they 
did in the past,” Gatea said. 
“One is the demography, the 
median age of the population is 
growing, and older people are 
less interested in moving than 
young ones. Another is that 
cost of living exploded in most 
large cities, and young people 

Wreaths were also placed at 
Bear Creek, Haley, Old Kit, 
Shade Grove, and Sowers Cem-
eteries. 

“Today it is important that 
we take time out of joyous ac-
tivities to decorate the graves of 
veterans and first responders,” 
Terry Meza, Texas House of 
Representatives, said. “These 
men and women worked and 
served to give us the oppor-
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Coppell—The University 
of Michigan Coaches Poll re-
leased Monday, Dec. 9, puts 
the policy debate team of Het 
Desai and Shreyas Rajagopal 
at third in the nation, but the 
team says their historic season 
for Coppell High School is not 
over yet.

Het and Shreyas, more com-
monly known on the national 
debate circuit as “Coppell DR,” 
is on a big win streak after 
capturing recent tournament 
championships at the Glen-
brooks (Chicago) and UT Aus-
tin. 

“The Glenbrooks tourna-
ment is one of the largest and 
most significant of the year. 
Many consider it to be the na-
tional championship of the fall 
season because of the number 
of top teams who compete,” 
Coppell debate director Dr. Ja-
son Sykes said. 

One hundred and forty-nine 
teams from 25 states attended 

Coppell—Coppell residents 
should expect to see a slight 
increase in the refuse collec-
tion fee on their monthly utility 
bills. Beginning Jan. 1, 2020, 
trash and recycling fees will 
rise by three percent. Per the 

MIGRATION
Continued from Page 1

interested in job opportunities 
are deterred by those costs.”

METHODOLOGY
This research was con-

ducted by STORAGECafé, 
an online listings portal 
where people can easily find 
self-storage units for rent 
across the United States.

Since the self-storage in-
dustry is closely related to 
population growth, we want-
ed to identify the major mi-
gration patterns in the U.S. 
In order to provide a more 
comprehensive picture of 
what mobility entails, we 
also looked at the relocation 

costs associated with the 
most common state-to-state 
moves.

The pricing data was kind-
ly provided by United Van 
Lines through their Snap-
moves program. United Van 
Lines has a network of more 
than 340 agent locations that 
allow them to blanket the 
country with long distance 
movers, serving nearly every 
city and small town across 
America with the best mov-
ing services available.

Migration data was taken 
from the US Census.

SOURCE STORAGECafé

Coppell refuse rates to increase in 2020
City’s contract with Republic 
Services, refuse rates are to 
increase by three percent each 
year.

For residential customers, 
refuse rates will increase from 
$16.68 per month to $17.18 per 

month. Utility account holders 
with the senior discount will 
see their rates increase from 
$15.01 per month to $15.46 per 
month. Commercial utility ac-
counts will also see their rates 
increase by three percent.

When it comes to giving the 
gift of love, Carter’s House is an 
expert. The local nonprofit re-
turned for the third year to host 
its annual holiday boutique for 
Irving ISD families. Parents 
from Gilbert, John Haley, and 
Schulze elementary schools, as 
well as Austin Middle School, 
were invited to a one-day shop-
ping extravaganza for free.

The idea is the brainchild of 
Carter’s House founder and Ir-
ving ISD parent Shawana Car-
ter. Her organization is a staple 
in the community, providing 
clothing assistance year-round 
to families and children. Last 
year, Carter’s House took home 
Irving ISD’s 2019 Golden Apple 
Award, an honor that recogniz-
es the district’s top Partner in 
Education for the year. Now, 
Carter’s House is back for the 
holidays and teaming up with 
its partner school, John Haley, 
to give back to local families 
once again.

From school uniforms to 

Debate team climbs in national rankings

the tournament in Chicago, 
where the team from Coppell 
defeated each of the Coaches’ 
Poll then the top 3 teams, beat-
ing the top team twice in their 

undefeated run. Shreyas was 
individually honored as the 
8th best speaker, and Het was 
ranked 15th out of 298 debat-
ers from across the country.

The University of Texas 
Longhorn Classic offered a 
chance to close the semester 
with another victory, and Cop-
pell DR didn’t disappoint, con-
tinuing their undefeated run, 
securing the top two speaker 
positions, and winning the 
tournament. 

“They have won 23 debates 
in a row and seem very diffi-
cult to beat at the moment,” 
Sykes said. “We are hoping for 
an outstanding spring. Good 
things are happening for our 
program, and Het and Shreyas 
get a lot of credit. They’re 
amazing leaders. The program 
is expanding, and students are 
seeing success across several 
different levels and events.” 

At the UT tournament, 
sophomore Natasha Banga ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals of 
extemp, a junior public forum 
team of Shabbir Bohri and Sa-
hil Chiniwala reached the quar-
terfinal round, and the third 

year policy debate team of 
Vanuli Arya and Arnav Kashy-
ap advanced to the round of 16.

“The success of our var-
sity debaters really ripples 
through the whole program,” 
Eric Melin, debate coach at the 
Coppell High School 9th Grade 
Campus, said. “Our novice stu-
dents at CHS9 stand to gain 
quite a bit by following the lead 
of our varsity debaters.”

Coppell DR received more 
good news as they accepted an 

invitation to attend the presti-
gious California Round Robin 
at College Prepatory School in 
Oakland in February, featuring 
16 of the nation’s best CX de-
bate pairs. The team won sec-
ond place there last year and 
hopes to improve their perfor-
mance.

The team hosts the Coppell 
Cowboy Classic Jan. 17-18 at 
Coppell High School. 

SOURCE Coppell High School

City of Coppell staff is rec-
ommending no increase in wa-
ter and sewer rates this year. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

Baskets full of clothes and cheer

baby outfits, coats to toys, 
guests had the opportunity to 
peruse and fill their carts with 
items to take home for the holi-
days. Months of planning came 
to a head as the school gym was 
filled with boxes, hangers and 
empty racks in preparation for 
the big day. 

Volunteers made up of par-
ents, teachers and student 
leaders from Austin Middle 
School and Nimitz High School 
worked tirelessly to get every-
thing in place before doors 
opened. 

“Last year, we welcomed al-
most 600 families,” John Ha-
ley counselor Tamique Akins 
said. “This year, we are antici-
pating 872.”

A simple registration got 
guests through the door and 
into what Carter’s House called 
“Whoville.” Many of the items 
were purchased by Carter’s 
House, while others were do-
nated by local organizations 
such as Hope Supply Compa-
ny. What’s more, hundreds of 

Coppell–The city of Coppell 
released PulsePoint, a free-to-
download mobile application 
that empowers citizens trained 
in CPR to provide potentially 
lifesaving assistance to nearby 
victims of sudden cardiac ar-
rest (SCA). Coppell has part-
nered with the North Texas 
Emergency Communications 
Center (NTECC), the Carroll-

items came through clothing 
drives hosted by participat-
ing schools. In addition to the 
shopping experience, parents 
were able to visit a resource fair 
featuring several community 
vendors such as Irving Family 
Advocacy and All Things Made 
New mentoring program.

“The rewarding part is the 
look on parents’ faces,” Carter 
said. “This district has done so 
much for my own children. It’s 
amazing to be able to give back 
to these babies, so that they 
have what they need. We can’t 
cover everything, but we can 
cover a piece of it.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

Mobile app brings lifesaving 
technology to Coppell

See COPPELL APP 
Page 3

ton and Addison to launch the 
application. 

The PulsePoint app aims to 
increase survival rates of cardi-
ac events through civic engage-
ment. CPR-trained citizens and 
off-duty public safety or medi-

cal professionals can download 
the app to receive notifications 
if someone nearby has a cardiac 
emergency, so they can provide 
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

Greg McBrayer presents Liz Wahlquist a Ministry of Presence award. /Photo by Stacey 
Doud. 

Rambler Newspapers are available at:                                         
7-Eleven  

Walgreens  

  Valero  

Dollar General

Kroger  

Quicktrip  
RacTrac  

See CLEAN AIR
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Arlington—The North Cen-
tral Texas Council of Govern-
ments recognized four cit-
ies and one organization for 
their dedication to a cleaner 
North Texas. The Air North 
Texas Partner Awards were 
announced at the Dec. 12 Re-
gional Transportation Council 
meeting in recognition of part-
ners’ efforts during the 2019 
ozone season, which ended 
Nov. 30.

For the fourth year in a row, 
the city of Grand Prairie is the 
Air North Texas Partner of 
the Year. Grand Prairie used a 
comprehensive approach in-
volving social media, city news-
letters, the website, community 
fairs and a corporate challenge 
to spread the word about Air 
North Texas and Clean Air Ac-
tion Day, the campaign’s signa-
ture event.

Grand Prairie promoted 
Clean Air Action Day partic-
ipation by creating an inter-
nal employee campaign and a 
social media campaign for all 
followers. The city’s website 
contains a page dedicated to 

When NTECC receives a 
call for a cardiac emergency 
in a public location, the loca-
tion-aware app will alert users 
in the vicinity of the need for 
CPR simultaneous with the 
dispatch of advanced medical 
care. The application also uses 
GPS technology to direct po-
tential everyday heroes to the 
exact location of the closest 
Automatic External Defibrilla-
tor (AED). The application will 
make a specific sound to notify 
users of a Nearby CPR-Needed 
incident. 

If able to respond, the app 
user acknowledges the alert 
and will be given directions 
and be able to view a map with 
their location, the location of 
the person in need, the precise 
location of every AED in the 
area, and traffic conditions. 
If needed, the app includes 
step-by-step CPR and AED 
instructions, including a com-
pression rate metronome that 
produces a steady audio beat of 
at least 100 compressions per 
minute. The app also includes 
multi-language support.

“Every second counts in a 
cardiac event, and adminis-
tering CPR as soon as possible 
can help save lives,” Coppell 
Fire Chief Kevin Richardson 
said. “This app will allow our 
residents to be more aware and 
engaged and help strengthen 
our partnership with the com-
munity.” 

PulsePoint also provides us-
ers with a platform to stay in-
formed of local emergency ac-

tivity in real time. In addition 
to nearby CPR-needed notifi-
cations, PulsePoint subscribers 
can follow their local emergen-
cies and choose to be notified 
of significant events that may 
impact their family. These in-
formational notifications pro-
vide an early and automatic 
heads-up to local threats such 
as a nearby fire, flood, or util-
ity emergency. When travel-
ing in cities that belong to the 
PulsePoint program, the app 
will continue to notify users of 
cardiac incidents in their cur-
rent area.

The implementation of the 
PulsePoint program interface 
with NTECC’s computer-aid-
ed dispatch (CAD) system 
has been operational since 
early November. Since the 
app became live, off duty fire-
fighters and City of Coppell 
CPR-trained staff have already 
reported seeing activity. The 
program will benefit those in 
three entities NTECC serves 
(the cities of Coppell, Carroll-
ton, and the Town of Addison). 
PulsePoint has also been im-
plemented in other DFW cities 
such as Grapevine and Plano. 

The Coppell Fire Depart-
ment regularly offers CPR/
AED classes to train residents 
to save a life. Classes are of-
fered monthly at Life Safety 
Park, 820 S. Coppell Road. For 
more information or to register 
for a class, visit lifesafetypark.
org or call 972-462-5373.

SOURCE City of Coppell

CPR before emergency services 
arrive. While learning CPR can 
be seen as one of those “in case 
of emergency” preparations 
that many people may never 
use, the PulsePoint app acti-
vates that untapped resource 
and empowers citizens to pro-
vide lifesaving assistance until 
emergency services arrive. 

DFW Airport Chaplaincy recognizes 
supporters with lunch and awards

John Kalimi and Veronica Davidson, volunteer chaplains, enjoy the award ceremony. 
/Photo by Stacey Doud. 

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The DFW Inter-

faith Chaplains presented their 
annual Ministry of Presence 
Awards in the Hyatt Regency 
DFW Airport on Friday, Dec. 
13. These awards recognize 
the men and women who have 
gone above and beyond to keep 
the Chaplaincy open and avail-
able to DFW Airport travelers.

“We wanted to recognize 
those who have blessed us and 
continue to bless others,” said 
Father Greg McBrayer, who 
serves as a senior chaplain.

In its 42nd year, the Chap-
laincy is made up of 19 volun-
teer chaplains representing 

different faiths, as well as two 
intern chaplains. These cler-
gy members provide spiritual 
services 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week in chapels located 
in all of the DFW terminals.

Congresswoman Kay Grang-
er received an Honorary Life-
time Advisory Board Member 
position for her assistance in 
keeping the Chaplaincy pro-
gram alive.

“We are recognizing our 
past, present and future,” Mc-
Brayer said. “We honored the 
past recognizing Congress-
woman Kay Granger, the pres-
ent with Liz Wahlquist and Ce-
dric Rockamore, and the future 

with Sean Donahue, who un-
derwrote the spaces we needed 
at the airport. 

The Chaplaincy regularly 
prays for and works with the 
Department of Public Safety 
officers as well as the DFW Po-
lice Department. 

“Because of what Sean Dono-
hue continues to do, we can be 
a blessing to the DPS,” Mc-
Brayer said. “This allows us to 
serve many purposes, with one 
being ‘spiritual first respond-
ers.’ If Terminal F gets built, we 
will have a chapel there due to 
Sean’s support.

“The potential growth [for 
the airport] is enormous. DFW 

Airport strengthens and sup-
ports the area, and we try to 
support the supporters.” 

Ministry of Presence Awards 
gave attendees an overview of 
recent accomplishments of the 
DFW Interfaith Chaplains. The 
volunteer Chaplains logged 
more than 3,500 hours, con-
necting with more than 12,000 
airport employees, more than 
5,000 travelers and over 800 
members of the armed ser-
vices.

They were actively involved 
at various DPS events, and 
many participated in the DFW 
Airport Emergency Response 
training exercise in 2018.

Grand Prairie motivates North 
Texans to make clean air choices

the reduction of air pollution in 
North Texas.

These efforts culminated 
with Grand Prairie’s Clean Air 
Action Day activities, including 
the annual corporate Clean Air 
Challenge, in which 10 com-
panies competed, resulting in 
about 600 clean air pledges.

The city of Plano received 
the award for outstanding out-
reach for using both traditional 
and digital strategies to engage 
residents and businesses. The 
city used its Live Green in Pla-
no website to discuss air quality 
initiatives and connect users to 
Air North Texas. An Air North 
Texas partner for nine years, 
Plano encouraged residents to 
take its Swap and Save Pledge 
to bring attention to energy ef-
ficiency. 

Plano provided residents 
who took the pledge 4,000 LED 
lightbulbs, which are projected 
to save 5 million kilowatt hours 
of electricity and $550,000. 
Plano also gave away a smart 
thermostat as part of the 
Switch and Win campaign, 
where residents were encour-

aged to choose renewable en-
ergy plans. Social media was 
also a significant part of Plano’s 
outreach throughout the ozone 
season and leading up to Clean 
Air Action Day. 

The city of Dallas took home 
the award for outstanding ini-
tiative. Dallas created a website 
to distribute information and 
collect input about the Com-
prehensive Environmental and 
Climate Action Plan. There are 
links to Air North Texas on the 
climate action plan site, www.
dallasclimateaction.com, and 
Arlo the Airmadillo, the Air 
North Texas mascot, is prom-
inently displayed on the page. 
The city also dedicated a page 
to Air North Texas on www.
greendallas.net. Additional-
ly, Dallas partnered with Paul 
Quinn College and the We 
Over Me Farm to host a Clean 
Air Action Day event in south-
ern Dallas. This enabled or-
ganizers to share the clean air 
message with residents of an 
underserved community. 

Hood County Clean Air Co-
alition (HCCAC) continues 

to set the standard for clean 
air advertising in North Tex-
as. For the fifth year in a row, 
HCCAC won the award for 
outstanding advertising for its 
multiplatform approach. It ran 
three public service announce-
ments on Granbury TV and 
three PSAs on the radio. Ads 
were also placed in local pub-
lications during ozone season 
highlighting the Air Quality 
Index and alternatives to com-
muting alone.

Finally, the city of Denton 
received the Arlo Ambassador 
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CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
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Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

EMPLOYMENT

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details

Teresa Adrian gives a presentation about the proposed rental registration ordinance. /
Photo by Luke Schumacher.

FUN & GAMES

* Movie theater hack: "When buttering up 
your popcorn, grab a straw and stick it down 
into the tub. Line up the straw with the butter 
dispenser, and you can distribute butter into 
the lower layers of your popcorn. Remove 
the straw and finish off with butter over the 
top." -- P.A. in Florida
* "Defog your bathroom mirror with a quick 
shot of shaving cream. Smear all around and 

wipe off with a clean, dry face cloth." -- L.A. in Georgia
* Use one leg of a pair of stockings over the hose of a vacuum cleaner to "dust" 
a bookcase. If you have small knickknacks they won't get sucked up, but dust 
will. If your stocking gets clogged by a dust bunny, just wipe it off and continue.
* A toilet paper or paper towel roll slit down the side makes a handy clamp for 
keeping wrapping paper from unraveling. 
* Go Green Tip: Most large chains have really gotten on the bandwagon with 
reusable shopping bags. Here's a tip to help you have one with you at the right 
moment. Keep several in the trunk. Purchase one or two foldable bags. There 
are some that fold small enough to fit comfortably in a woman's purse. Keep one 
of them hanging from your gearshift, and if you attach it to a carabiner clip, you 
might remember to clip it right to your belt!
* Common substitutions: Recipe call for arrowroot starch? Substitute all-purpose 
flour.
Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ANSWER KEY

cupancy. 
“[The application] will also 

serve as an affidavit,” Adrian 
said. “[Property owners] will 
have to swear or affirm the in-
formation they’re providing is 
true and correct.

“We are looking for an effec-
tive date of Oct. 1, 2020, should 
we have a consensus today to 
bring this forward to council. I 
think this is a step in the right 
direction to respond effectively 
to the concerns that have been 
raised without being too much. 
It’s a nice blend and a win-
win.”

Before Adrian’s presenta-
tion, members of the commu-
nity had the opportunity to ex-
press their opinions on the new 
ordinance.

“Requiring owners to reg-
ister and pay fees is unneces-
sary,” Mark Hartman, a rental 
owner for 18 years, said. “Reg-
istration will not ensure that 
people will be responsible to 
city laws. Those who respond 
currently will continue to re-
spond, and those that don’t, 
won’t. 

“I strongly oppose the fees 
for registration. We always say 
we want to keep our rents low, 
but with the taxes and more 
registered rental fees and ev-
erything, we have to pass that 
on to the tenant.”

“We don’t need more gov-
ernmental regulations,” Krzys 
‘Chris’ Polak, architect and 

landlord, said. “I think if there 
are more laws and more re-
strictions, that will discourage 
[people] from coming to Ir-
ving.”

“I see it as something we 
need desperately to protect our 
neighborhoods,” Loren Byers, 
realtor, said. “I don’t think that 
would ruin the rental house 
[opportunities] for single fam-
ily [homes] in the city. I think it 
will improve our city.”

One of the common con-
cerns made among those who 
opposed the ordinance in-
volved inspections and delays 
for families trying to move into 
a property. However, there is 
nothing in the ordinance draft 
about required inspections.

“This is one of those things 
where I think we’ve always 
been business friendly.” David 
Palmer, councilman and chair 
of the Planning and Devel-
opment Committee, said. “If 
you run a business here that 
involves commercial proper-
ty that you’re renting, it has 
to be registered, you have to 
have a certificate of occupancy 
issued, it has to be inspected. 
Everybody expects it as a nor-
mal course of business. I don’t 
think there’s anything wrong 
with inspections, but we’re 
not going to an inspection pro-
cess.”

The ordinance will be pre-
sented at a city council work 
session. 

RENTALS
Continued from Page 1
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was noted 20th-century British dystopian 
author George Orwell who made the following 
sage observation: "The nationalist not only does 
not disapprove of atrocities committed by his own 
side, he has a remarkable capacity for not even 
hearing about them." 

* If you're like the average 75-year-old American 
man, you've spent a total of 37.5 days in the act 
of shaving. 

* According to the World Health Organization, the 
United States ranks 48th in the world in alcohol 
consumption per capita, with the average adult 
drinking the equivalent nearly 2.5 gallons of 
pure, undiluted alcohol per year. You might be 
surprised to learn that Russia didn't top the list; 
Moldova and Lithuania beat out the Russians, 

and Belarus scored the world's biggest drinkers, with the average adult 
consuming a whopping 4.6 gallons annually.

* Actors Kevin Spacey and Val Kilmer were classmates in high school.

* In a 2014 survey conducted by Nutrisystem, 32 percent of 
respondents said that they hadn't worn a bathing suit in public in the 
past five years, 20 percent said it had been 10 or more years, and 5 
percent said they had never worn a swimsuit in public. 

* In ancient Egypt, there was a ban on the export of cats, which, by 
the law of supply and demand, increased the value of the pets in the 
rest of the known world. This situation was an irresistible invitation 
to smugglers, of course; once Phoenician sailors managed to 
surreptitiously bring some felines to buyers around the Mediterranean, 
breeders took over and ruined the business. 

* The vast nation of Canada got its name from the Iroquois word 
"Kanata," which means "village."
***
Thought for the Day: "A book must be an axe for the frozen sea inside 
of us." Ð Franz Kafka

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote the 20th-
century novel The Sea Wolf?
2. GEOGRAPHY: The island of Bali is 
province of what nation?

3. HISTORY: Which was the only American colony not 
represented at the first Continental Congress of 1774?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where is the Mount Palomar 
Observatory?
5. BIBLE: What Bible verse begins with the words: The Lord 
is my shepherd ...?
6. PERSONALITIES: What is Tiger Woods real first name?
7. MEASUREMENTS: How many square inches are in a 
square foot?
8. INVENTIONS: Who is credited with inventing potato 
chips? 
9. LANGUAGE: What kind of animal does the adjective 
porcine refer to?
10. MEDICINE: What causes chilblains?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Jack London
2. Indonesia
3. Georgia 
4. California
5. Psalm 23
6. Eldrick
7. 144
8. George Crum
9. Pigs
10. Inflammation from exposure 
to cold, then sudden warming
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AVIATION
Continued from Page 1

ABOVE: Santa Claus makes a surprise appearance during the Irving Symphony's Home for the Holidays concert on Saturday, Dec. 14.

BELOW: The holiday concert features opera soprano Haley Sicking, a Dallas native. 
/Photos by Rodney J. Moore.

Irving ISD representatives and students of the aviation program witness the official partnership.  /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

Marguerite Obiedzenski Jackson July 10, 1929 – Dec. 16, 2019
Robert “Bob” Parker Sept. 2, 1928 – Dec. 17, 2019

To place your loved ones' obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers

Contact Tricia Sims at 

design@ramblernewspapers.net

or call (972) 870-1992 

LIFE TRIBUTES

That’s pretty remarkable.”
The School of Aviation Sci-

ence program at Irving High 
School is part of Irving ISD’s 
Signature Studies. Students 
can choose one of three differ-
ent course tracts: Aviation Sci-
ence, Aviation Technology, or 
Drone Engineering. Regardless 
of the tract, the partnership 
with AIM will help students 
address a worldwide problem 
in the industry.

“The entire world has a prob-
lem,” Joel English, vice pres-
ident of operations for AIM, 
said. “The problem is a short-
age of aircraft mechanics.

“Boeing’s projection is that 
the world will need 600,000 
more aircraft mechanics over 
the next 20 years. In Ameri-
ca alone that number is about 

200,000. That means every 
year the FAA needs to certi-
fy 10,000 people, only about 
5,500 are being certified to-
day.”

The average annual wage of 
an aircraft mechanic and ser-
vice technician is over $62,500, 
according to the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics. English shared 
that he made less money in his 
first job after he received a doc-
torate degree than aircraft me-
chanics make in their first jobs.

Additionally, English spoke 
about the demographics of the 
industry. 

“Only 2.5 percent of aircraft 
mechanics are women,” En-
glish said. “The airlines are 
actually hiring young women 
at a higher rate than any other 
group of people.”

Angie Marabi, a senior in 
the Aviation Science program, 
served as the master of cere-
monies for the event.

“One day I want to use all the 
knowledge that I will gain to 
work at NASA, SpaceX or as an 
aeronautical engineer,” Marabi 
said.

“I try to get what I call the 
‘spark’ created,” Craig Heckel, 
Signatures Studies School of 
Aviation coordinator, said. “If 
you can get the spark created, 
[the students] will take it the 
rest of the way.”

One way Heckel cultivates 
this spark is through an avia-
tion contest students enter ev-
ery year.

“The Real World Design 
Challenge starts in October, 
and they offer a drone chal-
lenge,” Heckel said. “We have 
won the state [contest] two 
years in a row, and we have 
gone to Washington D.C. two 
years in a row.

“We’ve got great, great things 
going on here. We want to keep 
building on it.”

Award for advancing the Air 
North Texas message through 
Arlo. The city’s Sustainability 
Department has purchased 
two feather flags to be used at 
future events. The flags feature 
Arlo playing soccer and gen-
erated several questions at the 
Twilight Tunes event held in 
conjunction with Clean Air Ac-
tion Day. Attendees wanted to 
know more about airmadillo, 
which helped spur many dis-
cussions about the Air Quality 
Index. Arlo also appeared in 
social media content developed 
by Denton to publicize Clean 
Air Action Day and air quality 
in general.

Air North Texas is one of 
many strategies to improve 
air quality in the North Texas 
counties striving to meet Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
standards for ozone pollution. 
Good air quality can keep the 
region healthier and help pre-

serve quality of life and eco-
nomic vitality.

SOURCE Air North Texas 

CLEAN AIR
Continued from Page 3

Symphony receives surprise

By Carole Gowan
Irving—The Nimitz High 

School Forestry Management 
class studied wildfires and their 
effects on wildlife, forestry, and 
environmental conservation 
in the fall of 2018. Part of the 
curriculum involved learning 
about the Granite Mountain 
Hotshots, and many of the 
students were inspired by the 
tragic true story. 

These students came togeth-
er to inquire how they could 
travel to Yarnell, Arizona to ex-
perience the Granite Mountain 
Hotshots State Memorial Park 
and give back to the commu-
nity. Thus, the Nimitz Viking 
Hotshots club was created. The 
Nimitz Viking Hotshots spent a 
year raising money for their trip 
and even won a $2,500 grant 
from Irving Schools Founda-
tion. To help prepare for their 
outdoor adventure, the group 
attended a hiking basics work-
shop put on by R.E.I. where 
they learned basic wilderness 
first aid and the importance of 
nutrition and hydration when 
hiking long distances. 

Part of their fundraising ef-
forts involved purchasing a 
commemorative brick with 
funds raised by their club to 
support the Yarnell Hill Re-
covery Group. The Nimitz 
Viking Hotshots set off for 
their long-awaited adventure 

Nimitz students travel 
to study forestry, wildfire

on Nov. 21. The club flew to 
Phoenix, Arizona and drove 
into Wickenburg, Arizona late 
on a Friday night. On Satur-
day, students hiked 7-miles 
through the Granite Mountain 
Hotshots Memorial State Park, 
stopping to learn about each of 
the 19 men who perished in the 
fire and learn more about wild-
land firefighting. 

The students left a class set 
of poems on The Tribute Wall 
before hiking down to the fatal-
ity site. 

Sunday was spent hiking five 
miles to see the Great Alligator 
Juniper Tree in Prescott, Ar-
izona. Students were excited 
to see this tree as it was high-
lighted in the movie “Only the 
Brave,” which they watched in 
class. After the hike, students 
traveled to the Pioneer Home 
Cemetery to visit the graves 
of the Granite Mountain Hot-
shots. Lastly, students had 
the opportunity to explore the 
Granite Mountain Interagency 
Hotshot Crew Learning and 
Tribute Center where Arizona 
State Park Community Rela-
tions Administrator, Ken Sli-
wa, met with the kids to teach 
them more about the tragic 
events of 2013. 

Perhaps the most memo-
rable experience about this 
outdoor adventure was the 
compassion and hospitality 

shown by the townspeople of 
Yarnell and Prescott. Chuck 
Tidey, president of the Yarnell 
Hill Recovery Group, Ken Sli-
wa, and Bob Brandon, retired 
Yarnell Fire Chief, went above 
and beyond to meet with the 
students to share first-hand ac-
counts of the fire and its impact 
on the local communities. 

The lone survivor of the 
Granite Mountain Hotshots, 
Brenden McDonough, also 
played a vital role in the stu-
dent’s education. Carole 
Gowan, Nimitz’ agricultural 
science teacher, read excerpts 
from McDonough’s memoir, 
“My Lost Brothers: The Untold 
Story by the Yarnell Hill Fire’s 
Lone Survivor,” as the stu-
dents traveled throughout the 
same wildlands the Hotshots 
worked.  

This trip was equally as re-
warding for Gowan as an edu-
cator as it was for the students. 

I was privileged to witness 
the deep level of compassion, 
empathy, and determination of 
teenagers who came together 
for a cause much greater than 
themselves. In my opinion, this 
is the most important experi-
ence I can give to students. To 
teach them to be compassion-
ate human beings far exceeds 
the benefits of any scientific 
knowledge I can instill in their 
brains.  
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Happy New Year from 
Rambler Newspapers!

Here is a look back at 2019
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Lockheed Martin employees cruise down the hallway with decorated bikes during the 
annual holiday parade.  /Photo by William Cennamo.

Jeni Cobb (center) places a wreath to honor those fallen during Wreaths Across 
America.  /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

tunity to freely celebrate the 
Christmas season.” 

Mayor Rick Stopfer empha-
sized Wreaths Across Amer-
ica’s goal to teach children 
about the military. 

“We are fortunate to be in a 
country that is the freest and 
has the most benefits for its 
citizens in all of the world and 
that comes with a price,” May-
or Rick Stopfer said. “We need 
to make sure the next genera-
tion realizes the freedoms we 
have were built on the backs 
of the men and women who 
dedicated their lives to serve us 
through the military.”

The Irving American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) purchased wreaths for 
the ceremony. George War-
ringer, representing VFW Post 
2494 said the event is import-
ant for the bringing together of 
community.

“People may think that 
Wreaths Across America is just 
a veterans’ organization, but 

Lockheed Martin employees 
presents bikes, funds to charities

By William Cennamo
Fort Worth—More than 200 

bicycles were donated to Toys 
for Tots by Lockheed Martin 
employees during their annu-

al holiday parade on Tuesday, 
Dec. 10. Ten lucky kids from 
the Jane Justin School were in-
vited to join in the parade and 
choose a bicycle to take home.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
Continued from Page 1

it is for all of our community,” 
Warringer said. “We all come 
together to make this event 
happen.” 

Ethel Schulze and her fam-
ily came to place wreaths on 
graves, especially her late hus-
band’s grave. 

“It is important, because they 
are why we are free,” Schulze 
said. “My sons and their fam-
ilies all are here, including my 
grandkids. They came in from 
out of town to come and join 
me here today.” 

Many Scout troops were also 
in attendance. 

“We are laying wreaths to 
honor fallen veterans,” Romeo 
(9) said. “We are with Cub 
Scout Pack #254. It is import-
ant for Cub Scouts to come 
and do this. We are kind of like 
mini-veterans. We are trying to 
help people too. I want to ask 
my friends to come next time.”

Carson West (14) attended 
with his Boy Scout troop #771 
from Argyle, Texas. 

“Mr. Robert Downey is with 
the Honor Guard for the Fire 
Department and is our Boy 
Scout Troop Leader. He told us 
about this,” West said. “As Boy 
Scouts we are coming out here 
to honor the veterans, even if 
we did not know them person-
ally. We are serving our coun-
try in this way.” 

Wreaths Across America col-
lects monetary donations all 
year long for this event. Orga-
nizer Gary Lee Westerman an-
nounced a corporate sponsor 
matching all donations made 
between now and Jan. 15. More 
information is available on the 
website https://www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/

As part of the festivities, the 
employees had a bike deco-
rating contest, where groups 
of workers created unique 
designs for each bike. From 
Pixar’s ‘Up’ to ‘Star Wars,’ the 
bikes were intricately decorat-
ed to show off the employees’ 
creativity. The winning bike 
was based on the popular video 
game ‘Fortnite’ and included 
a stuffed rider decked out in 
Fortnight battle gear.

The bikes were paraded 
down the hallways of Lockheed 
Martin as employees stepped 
out of their offices, clapping 
along the way. Santa and Ms. 
Claus led the parade followed 
closely by the Brewer High 
School drumline.

Mike Glass, director of en-
gineering operations at Lock-
heed, presented the company’s 
donations.

“There’s no better time than 
during the holidays to lend a 
hand to your fellow neighbors 
and community,” Glass said. 
“Just seeing the smiling faces 
of these kids makes it all worth 
it.” 

The U.S. Marine Corps Col-

or Guard was also on hand to 
support their Toys for Tots or-
ganization.

Along with the bicycles, em-
ployees donated over 3,500 
toys and $13,000 in cash do-
nations to Toys for Tots, Lock-
heed Martin added an extra 
$100,000 to that total. Glass 
also presented a $10,000 check 
to the Goodfellow Fund, a 
charity that helps families buy 
clothes and shoes for school 
kids in Tarrant County.

“It all makes me so happy,” 
Susan Wright, a Lockheed 
Martin employee, said. “The 
employees here are so dedicat-
ed and generous. It makes all of 
us one big happy family.”

Every year, Lockheed Mar-
tin employees hold fundrais-
ers and holiday charity events 
throughout the year to raise 
money for local organizations.

After the presentation, the 
kids had their pictures taken 
with Santa Claus. 

“The spirit of giving is 
strong,” Santa said. “There’s 
nothing more important to the 
holidays than giving to those in 
need.”


