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Irving residents Hayley and Stewart Hanson dress as Pokémon's Misty and Ash enjoy the 2019 
Anime Dallas convention. /Photo by William Cennamo.
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Santa 
Wishes you a 

Merry Christmas &
a Happy New Year!

Bruce Burns

By William Cennamo
Irving—More than 3,000 

anime fans attended Anime 
Dallas to meet local artists and 
listen to fan-led panels. The 
event, hosted at the Hyatt Re-

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—The holiday season 

is in full swing, and with it, a 
feeling of gratitude to be able 
to serve.

During the Thanksgiving 
holiday, churches in Irving 
served meals to individuals 
and families.

“Every year [Irving Bible 
Church has] a Thanksgiving 
breakfast,” Rodney Smith 
of Irving Bible Church said. 
“We’ve been doing this for 14 
years now. I started doing this 
breakfast for people like me 
who move here from other 
states and have no family here. 
I moved here from Michigan. 

“Being alone for Thanks-
giving is not good. We have 
this for people who don’t have 

Giving thanks through service

GIVING TO OTHERS: A group of volunteers dishes out food to serve to the Irving community on Thanksgiving day. /Photo by John 
Starkey.

some place to go for dinner. 
They can come here for break-
fast and enjoy fellowship with 
one another.”

Oak View Baptist Church 
served Thanksgiving lunch-
es around the city through its 
Serving Irving event.

“Everything is a hot meal,” 
Wes Pyfer, Oak View Baptist 
Church volunteer, said. “They 
get turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, gravy, 
hot rolls and pie for dessert.

“We hope some of people 
see how important it is for our 
church to help people and our 
community and the love of 
Christ for through what we do. 
[Serving Irving] is a ministry 
that has been going on for 25 
years. We’re expected to serve 

about 2,500 total meals this 
year.”

The volunteers also receive 
something from serving. Roy 
Soto, Serving Irving organizer, 
said he takes away ‘peace and 
joy’ from the experience

“A joy and strength that we 
can communicate to the people 
that God is real, that God exists, 
that God is still here even in the 
tough times. [Our new volun-
teers] will experience how their 
lives will be transformed,” Soto 
said. “You’ll see kids and fami-
lies that don’t have meals. They 
really see God’s grace. We use 
material matters but talk about 
spiritual matters.

By Sarah Mondestin
Dallas—With the scorching 

Texas heat gone and tempera-
tures dropping, the Texas De-
partment of Transportation 
(TxDOT) is preparing to keep 
Texas highways safe in case of 
severe winter weather and icy 
roads. 

“We start preparing for win-
ter weather early in the fall,” 
Tony Hartzel, TxDOT public 
information officer, said. “We 
make the decision on when to 
pre-treat [highways] based on 
the weather forecast.” 

Servicing equipment, stock-
piling inventory, and reviewing 
and updating winter main-
tenance operations plans are 

Anime Dallas 2019 
brings cartoons to life

gency Hotel on Nov. 29 – Dec. 
1, included a huge vendor hall 
filled with art and cosplayers.

“One of the things I love 
about the convention is every-
body is here for the same rea-
son, to have a good time,” John 
Swasey, president of Anime 
Dallas, said. “Nobody is here to 
judge anyone or come down on 

anyone. You have every type of 
person here, and nobody feels 
like they are outcast. In all hon-
esty, the world could learn a lot 
by coming to an anime conven-
tion.”

Local artist, Wes Harding of 
Maeca Art, has been working 
in the anime art world for over 
three years. 

“The people here are just the 
best,” Harding said. “Everyone 
is excited to be here, and it real-
ly shows in their attitudes.” 

Many of the attendees also 
came in costume from Ash of 
Pokémon to Zangetsu of the 
popular Bleach series. Includ-
ed in the vendor hall were pro-
fessional cosplayers, including 
Alice Crawley of Noura Cos-
play. 

“I really love the cosplay 
scene. You get to meet people 
who have the same love for 
characters as you do,” Crawley 
said. “I’ve been crafting and co-
splaying for over 12 years, and 
it gets more exciting every year. 
Give me any reason to be cre-
ative, and I’m in.”  

Throughout the weekend, 
attendees were able to join fan-
led panels that spanned many 

TxDOT gears up 
for stormy weather

some of the behind-the-scenes 
activities TxDOT does in an-
ticipation of harsh winter tem-
peratures. 

“Safety is our first priority 
at TxDOT,” Val Lopez, TxDOT 
public information officer, said. 

Remembering the danger-
ous 2013 road conditions cre-
ated when ice combined with 
sand laid down by TxDOT and 
city trucks, causing cobble-
stone-like chunks of unstable 
ice to cover the roads, Lopez 
assures there have been some 
major changes since then in 
how TxDOT prepares for se-
vere weather. 

“[We now use] brine,” Lopez 
said. “The brine is used in other 

parts of the country. It’s a salt 
and water combination.” 

On the roads this sea-
son, Texas drivers may see 
brine-spraying trucks and the 
slush that is formed during the 
process. 

“If you drive around before 
the major event and you see 
stripes on the roadway, that’s 
the brine,” Lopez said. “What 
we want to do is have it dry on 
[roads] so when the precipita-
tion falls, it hits that salt and 
turns into a slush. You don’t 
want that precipitation to bond 
on the roadways. The slush is 

By Ariel Graham
Dallas—Retired Air Force 

Colonel Richard Graham was 
the recipient of the George 
Haddaway Award at the 2019 
Frontiers of Flight Leadership 
Council Corporate Breakfast 
on Tuesday, Dec. 3. 

“[The George Haddaway 
Award] is a very important 
award for the museum, and 

Frontiers of Flight 
awards retired pilot

Cheryl Sutterfield-Jones (left) and Dan Hamilton (center) present Retired Air Force 
Colonel Richard Graham with the George Haddaway Award. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

we’ve been giving it away for 
probably close to the 30 years 
that we’ve been in existence,” 
Cheryl Sutterfield-Jones, pres-
ident and CEO of Frontiers 
of Flight Museum, said. “The 
award is presented each year 
to individuals or groups who 
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Alexandria Sandlin,  graduate of Irving MacArthur High School, recently returned from Dryden, 
N.Y where she competed with the Brookhaven Lady Bears soccer team in a national tournament and 
returned home as a champion.  She also won the MVP award at the tournament.  She is the daughter 
of Anthony & Tracie Sandlin of Irving. Congratulations to her and her teammates for winning the 
title. 

SOURCE Tracie Sandlin

By Ariel Graham
Dallas—A memorial service 

and interment was held for 
three previously unclaimed 
veterans at the Dallas-Fort 
Worth National Cemetery. 
Larry Williams, director of 
the Dallas-Fort 
Worth National 
Cemetery, said 
the remains 
were located 
thanks to the ef-
forts of the Miss-
ing in America 
Project.

“These were 
veterans we 
didn’t think had 
families, but 
then we found 
out a couple of 
them did,” Wil-
liams said. “All 
veterans deserve an honorable 
burial. You’ve got so many vet-
erans in funeral homes that 

have distinguished themselves 
by accomplishments in the 
realm of flight, such as pilots, 
crew members, corporate or 
political leadership, engineers, 
education or literature. We’ve 
pretty much given that award 
to the gamut across the board.”

Col. Graham graduated from 
Air Force pilot training in 1965 
at Craig Air Force Base (AFB) 
in Selma, Alabama, and re-
mained at Craig AFB as a T-37 
instructor pilot and flight ex-
aminer until 1970. He flew over 
200 combat missions in North 
Vietnam and Laos from 1971 
to 1973 before being selected 
for the SR-71 “Blackbird” stra-
tegic reconnaissance program 
headquartered at Beale AFB 
in California in 1974. Col. Gra-
ham flew the SR-71 for the next 
seven years, amassing over 750 
hours in the world’s fastest and 
highest-flying jet aircraft.

During his 25 years of ser-
vice, Col. Graham accumulat-
ed over 4,600 hours of flight 
time and received numerous 
military decorations, includ-
ing the Legion of Merit with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters and 
the Air Medal with 18 Oak Leaf 
Clusters.

“I’m very honored to be here 
today to receive a prestigious 
award in the aviation world,” 
Graham said. “When I looked 
up the list of previous winners 
and names like John Glenn 
and Chuck Yaeger appeared, 
I was stunned. In the aviation 
world, those are my heroes.

“Growing up in a little town 
in Pennsylvania, my biggest 
hero was my father. He was 
a World War II Corsair Navy 
pilot and later taught me how 
to fly at age 16 and shaped my 
aviation future. Sixteen years 
later, flying combat missions in 

Vietnam, the F4 family taught 
me just how fragile an aviation 
career could be. Many of my 
heroes never came home.”

The Corporate Breakfast is 
the capstone of a year-long 
celebration of the Frontiers of 
Flight Museum’s 30th anniver-
sary.

“We had a lot of celebratory 
events since we just celebrat-
ed the 30th anniversary of the 
Frontiers of Flight Museum,” 
Sutterfied-Jones said. “We’ve 
have an incredible year. By 
year’s end, we will meet our 
goal of reaching 42,000 stu-
dents with our STEM pro-
gramming. We look forward 
to going into the next 30 years 
and all the things that will be 
happening.”

The museum also added two 
new crafts to their collection 
in 2019: a Grumman EA-6B 
“Prowler” they acquired in the 
spring, and a brand-new repli-
ca of the Spaceship One space-
craft.

“In 2004, Spaceship One 
made the first privately-funded 
human spaceflight, and it flew 
two or three times with the 
equivalent of three people on 
board,” Sutterfield-Jones said. 
“The original is hanging at the 
Smithsonian Museum. We 
have the replica here, which is 
a great addition to our space 
gallery. 

“If you haven’t been here in a 
while, be sure and look over at 
our space gallery. We’re really 
excited.”

Richard Graham speaks about his experience as a pilot. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Keep up with all the latest aviation news at 

DFWNewsflash.com MacArthur graduate wins 
national championship

Missing in America helps 
Veterans find resting place

nobody claims, and state law 
states they have to hold [the 
remains] for so many days. 
[Missing in America] let us 
know they had three of them, 
and we are obligated to honor 
these three.”

The Missing in 
America Project lo-
cates, identifies and 
inters unclaimed 
cremated remains 
of American Veter-
ans. Through the 
joint efforts of pri-
vate, state and fed-
eral organizations, 
Missing in America 
is able to provide re-
spect to those who 
have served our 
country by securing 
a final resting place 
for these forgotten 

heroes.
“Our mission is to locate the 

cremains [of veterans] from 

wherever they’re stored,” Joyce 
Earnest, Texas state coordi-
nator for Missing in America, 
said. “We’ve found them in 
abandoned cars, abandoned 
homes, abandoned storage 
lockers. We’ve found them in 
several places, and they’re just 
sitting there. Usually, it’s be-
cause the family has taken the 
urns home, and nobody knows 
what to do with them when it’s 
all over.”

The remains of these three 
veterans were donated to the 
A&M School of Dentistry. 
Missing in America contacted 
the school looking for veteran 
remains, and once identified 
as veterans, the organization 
claimed the remains.

“These veterans decided not 
to give their cremains back to 
their family, but [Texas A&M] 

“This is the final 
resting place 

for some of the 
greatest people 

in America.”
-Jim Rogers
Son of a Veteran
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Brunswick
Brunswick is a sweet boy who wants nothing more than a family to 
love him as much as he will love them. It would be a bonus for "Sir" 
Brunswick if there were a soft bed to sleep in and some toys to play 
with. Maybe a window to look out of and daydream or to watch for 
his special people to return from work where he again can have his 
family with him.

Midnight Lady
Hi there. They call me Midnight Lady. I'm about 
1 ½ years old, and was rescued from another 
shelter. I'm pretty sure my name comes from my 
coat, and not from my personality. Because at 
midnight, I want to be curled up with my family. I'm 
a sweet girl, looking for a loving home. I'm a little 
unsure of new situations. But give me a minute to 
get to know you, and you will find a companion that 
wants to be snuggled up with you.

See WILDFIRES
Page 7

Cosplayers “Noura Cosplay” and “Violent Violet” enjoy bringing anime characters to life 
during the convention. /Photo by William Cennamo. 
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Rambler Event Calendar

Email  design@ramblernewspapers.net for
your event to be featured in Friday's blast!

Events are listed in Rambler's Friday email blast. 
Are you registered to receive the free blast?

Sign up for the blast on RamblerNewspapers.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Blue Christmas Chili Cook-Off
December 7, 9 am - 4 pm
Photos with santa, games, bounce 
houses, face painting, silent auction, 
cake walk, live dj, vendors. Come 
hungry! Chili tasting cups available to 
purchase for only $10 each. Heritage 
Park 217 S. Main Street Irving.

Vintage Christmas in Coppell
December 7, 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Be sure to stop by for some holiday 
and community fun. Participating busi-
nesses will offer a variety of activities 
and samples the whole family will enjoy 
while carolers stroll the Square setting 
the holiday mood! Pick up a punch 
card, visit each of the businesses 
and return your fully stamped card to 
be entered into drawings for a range 
of prizes. 

CareFlite Model Train Exhibit
December 7, Noon-4 p.m.
CareFlite Model Train Exhibit and 
Open House, Grand Prairie, CareFlite, 
3110 S. Great Southwest Parkway 
Free Event. 

Irving’s Holiday Events 
December 7, 5 p.m.-7 p.m.
In the Heritage District. Illuminated 
floats will parade through Downtown 
Irving in the theme, Santa’s Workshop 
in the North Pole.
Afterwards, attendees can make their 
way to City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
for free activities, Letters to Santa 
and complimentary hot chocolate 
(while supplies last). The annual tree 
lighting ceremony and fireworks show 
will conclude the event.  
5 p.m. - Holiday Parade
6 p.m. - Tree Lighting
7 p.m. – Fireworks Show.

Candle Light Memorial Service
December 7, 5 p.m.  

generations of anime with in-
sights into their favorite shows 
and Q&As with popular voice 
actors. A large gaming hall of-
fered over 40 arcade games 
from Japan. 

Anime Dallas is donating to 
Freedom Place. Based out of 
Houston, Freedom Place is a 
care and recovery center, help-
ing young girls get off the street 
and on the path to a successful 
life. 

“Last year we raised a lot of 
money for victims of Hurricane 
Harvey,” John Swasey said. 
“This year the focus is on tak-
ing care of children who may 
not have been able to take care 
of themselves” 

“Taking care of each other is 
what these conventions are all 
about. Creating a community 
of shared interests and pas-
sions. Reminding people no 
matter what your background, 
race, sexual orientation or age, 
you are loved and you belong.”

Meet and Greet: 5 p.m. Service: 5:30 
p.m. Grand Prairie Memorial Gardens, 
3001 S. Belt Line Road Rain or shine. 
Refreshments will be served after 
service. 

Coppell’s Holiday Tree Lighting 
December 7, 6 PM 
Andrew Brown Park East will be aglow 
with holiday lights and activities. 
Marvel at the lighted 50ft tree, enjoy 
a lighted wagon and pet mini-parade 
around the park, meet live reindeer, 
and take a photo with Santa Claus!
Join us for a mini-parade in the park, 
featuring wagons, strollers, bikes, pets, 
families, community groups all decked 
out with twinkling holiday lights! Line 
the parade route early for the best 
spot. Watch for the “Best Individual,” 
“Most Creative,” and “Most Holiday 
Spirit” winners and pick your favorites 
as they go by. 
Enjoy bounce houses, face painting, 
holiday decoration crafting stations, 
and take photos with Santa and his 
many helpers. Listen as traditional 
carolers perform your holiday favor-
ites while snacking on holiday treats, 
available for purchase from Liberation 
Coffee and Doughnut Snob. Compli-
mentary popcorn will be available from 
Coppell Parks & Recreation. 

HarpEssence Holiday Concert 
December 8, 2 PM 
The Cozby Library and Community 
Commons is hosting a free Christ-
mas harp. Take a break from the 
hustle and bustle of the holidays to 
enjoy the musical stylings of HarpEs-
sence. Professional musicians, with 
an impressive array of training and 
experience, HarpEssence performs at 
various events across the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area. The ensemble, directed 
by Susan Koskelin, features Coppell 
residents Grace Johnson and Linda 
Mudd, as well as Joan McCord. Relax 
and enjoy light refreshments while 

listening to the exquisite sounds of 
four concert grand harps performing 
Christmas favorites.

Christmas Adventure at First 
Baptist Irving 
December 8, 5 - 7 pm, 
Free event! Christmas Adventure is an 
interactive worship experience being 
held at First Baptist Church in Irving, 
403 S. Main Street. This event is de-
signed to set the stage for the Advent 
season and create a new tradition 
for families to enjoy with a hayride, 
snacks, live nativity, and craft stations 
set up around the church campus. The 
event kicks off in the worship center. 

Christmas Pops in Coppell
December 8, 6:30 PM 
Join the FUMC Chancel Choir, Or-
chestra and Band celebrate timeless 
Christmas melodies, from Leroy 
Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride” to Trans-Si-
berian Orchestra’s version of “Carol of 
the Bells” and Pentatonix’ Christmas 
medley! This is sure to be a fun Christ-
mas concert!
First United Methodist Church of Cop-
pell - 420 South Heartz Road, Coppell, 
TX 75019, USA 

Light Up the Holidays at 
Centennial Park
December 7-25
Irving’s Centennial Park at 444 W. 
Second St. is lit up for the holidays. 
This year’s display is open to the 
public from dusk to 10 p.m. weather 
permitting. The free light display af-
fords a leisurely stroll through one of 
the jewels of Irving’s Heritage District, 
Centennial Park.
The park is decorated with 60,000 
lights on the fences, trees and bridge, 
and walkways are lighted on each side 
to keep pathways visible for visitors 
after dark. 

College Station–Imagine a 
tool that can discover problems 
on utility lines before outages, 
before power failures spark 
deadly wildfires, or before fears 
of wildfires prompt massive, 
pre-emptive power outages 
such as those suffered recently 
by millions of Californians.

Well, the tool exists. It is 
available today, and it works.

CARRIER 
NEEDED 
Rambler Newspapers 
is currently seeking a 

newspaper carrier.
Friday evening delivery 
approximately 4 hrs.

Call 972-870-1992 and 
leave a message.

Texas A&M tool predicts
failures that lead to wildfires

Engineers at Texas A&M 
University have developed the 
tool, a one-of-a kind diagnostic 
software called Distribution 
Fault Anticipation (DFA). 

It is a software that interprets 
variations in electrical current 
on utility circuits caused by 
the deteriorating conditions or 
equipment. It warns utility op-
erators to respond to particular 

problems before they cause 
outages and possibly spark 
fires. 

Electric power companies 
have nothing else like it.

DFA has been tested suc-
cessfully by more than a dozen 
utilities in Texas and elsewhere 
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FUN & GAMES

TOP TEN MOVIES
1. Frozen II (PG) animated
2. Ford v Ferrari (PG-13) Matt Damon, Christian Bale
3. A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (PG) 
Tom Hanks, Matthew Rhys
4. 21 Bridges (R) Chadwick Boseman, Sienna Miller
5. Midway (PG-13) Ed Skrein, Patrick Wilson
6. Playing With Fire (PG) John Cena, 
Keegan-Michael Key
7. The Good Liar (R) Helen Mirren, Ian McKellen
8. Charlie’s Angels (PG-13) Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott
9. Last Christmas (PG-13) Emilia Clarke, Henry Golding
10. Joker (R) Joaquin Phoenix, Robert De Niro

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ANSWER KEY

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

Outside Sales 
Representative Wanted

Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working

 closely with community business leaders.
Requirements: Personal Transportation & Valid Driver’s 

License and Insurance
Preferred Skills Include: Prior Sales Experience (not retail) & 

Basic Computer Skills. Willingness to establish and maintain profitable 
relationships with customers .

To apply send resume to johns@ramblernewspapers.net
For more information call (972) 870-1992

CARRIER NEEDED Friday evening delivery approximately 4 hrs.
Call 972-870-1992 and leave a message.

EMPLOYMENT

VETERANS REMAINS
Continued from Page 2

LIFE TRIBUTES

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home

972-254-4242

William “Bill” Walker Aug. 1, 1935 – Nov. 28, 2019 
Jen Stephens Oct. 20, 1929 – Nov. 27, 2019

Martin “Butch” Gorski Jan. 9, 1945 – Nov. 29, 2019        

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313

Anita Louise Stancoff Nov. 16, 1939 – Dec. 1, 2019
Ana Grant May 4, 1954 – Dec. 2, 2019

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
We are looking for energetic people for full and partial time positions. 
No experience needed, training is provided. Flexible Schedule, weekly 
payment, professional environment and unlimited earning potential.  
Immediate openings in Irving, Dallas and Lancaster. Start your tax 
training now! Also looking for Bilingual preparers. 
Email: taxquarterback@gmail.com or call 469-974-4774

To place your loved ones' obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers

Contact Tricia Sims at 

design@ramblernewspapers.net

or call (972) 870-1992 

* A potato peeler plus a bar of chocolate makes for a very fancy 
garnish for cake tops or even for hot drinks.

* Holidays got you stressed? Take a breathing break. Deep belly 
breaths, sometimes called “focus breaths,” can lower blood pressure, 
calm stress-induced heart rate and induce a relaxation response. 
Simply sit or lie down somewhere safe and close your eyes. Breathe 
in deeply, and let your belly rise with the inhalation. Breathe out slowly 
and evenly.

* “If a gingerbread house is just too complicated for the kiddos, try this: They can make a holiday forest of trees! Give the 
kids several ice-cream cones to frost and set them upside down on a tray. Decorate with small candies, etc. You can chip 
out a ‘door’ and make one of them an elf house if you feel like it.” -- W.L. in North Carolina

* Candy canes can be pulverized in a food processor to dust cookies and cakes. Add a bit of confectioner’s sugar to 
stretch it if needed.

* “Our family of carol singers is happy when they return home from a singing sleigh ride: We serve everyone a big mug of 
hot chocolate. Our secret for keeping it hot for a crowd? We use our slow cooker and ladle it straight out of the pot!” -- R.E. 
in Minnesota

* Potatoes can be boiled whole, then plunged into icy water briefly when cooked. The skins should slip right off. No need 
to spend all that time peeling potatoes!

Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

wanted these veterans honored 
in some way,” Earnest said. 
“We have congressional ap-
proval to take ownership and 
get them buried, A&M does 
not, so we took care of it.” 

Missing in America also at-
tempted to contact the families 
of the veterans to let them know 
their veterans had been located 
and identified. Jim Rogers, son 
of one of the veterans, was glad 
his father was finally being laid 
to rest among all the other he-
roes in the National Cemetery.

“This is the final resting place 
for some of the greatest peo-
ple in America,” Rogers said. 
“There are not really enough 
words to describe it. Some of 
these people gave their lives in 
times of war under some really 
bad circumstances, and some 
of them lived out their lives and 
raised families and did well. It’s 
a mix of all kinds of people, but 
all of them served. All of them 
gave. All of them had the same 
opportunities and the same 
risks.”
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was noted 20th-century American humorist 
and journalist Don Marquis who made the 
following sage observation: "Procrastination is 
the art of keeping up with yesterday."
* Kangaroos can reach speeds of up to 44 mph, 
but they can't take a single step backward.
* As the holiday shopping season gets well 
under way, here's an interesting tidbit to keep in 
mind: According to the annual Coinstar Holiday 
Survey, 31% of Americans don't remember 
what gifts they received last year. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, more women remember those 
details than men do.
* No less a notable than William Shakespeare 
described Limburger cheese as "the rankest 
compound of villainous smell that ever 
offended nostril." 

* In the Shetland Islands you can find a breed of small, hardy cows 
that eat fish.
* Did you ever wonder why the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks Ð better known as the Elks Lodge -- chose that particular 
animal as its symbol? Other animals were considered and rejected 
for a variety of reasons: Foxes were thought to be too cunning, 
beavers too destructive and bears and too coarse and brutal. 
* Before World War II, suspenders were more popular than belts, 
but the trend reversed after the war. 
* You might be surprised to learn that in 1766, students at Harvard 
University protested against their living conditions; evidently, 
the butter they were served in the refectory left something to be 
desired. In what became known as the Great Butter Rebellion, 
students shouted, "Our butter stinketh!"  
* Those who study such things say that if your dog has fleas, 
they don't actually live on your pet; they spend 90% of their time 
elsewhere. 
***
Thought for the Day: "Bankruptcy is a legal proceeding in which 
you put your money in your pants pocket and give your coat to the 
creditors." -- Joey Adams

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of 
Poland?
2. HISTORY: What was the poison drink that 
Socrates was given to carry out his death 
sentence?

3. SCIENCE: What was Margaret Mead's field of study?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is represented in the condition known as 
autophobia?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was the title of the last film that Ronald 
Reagan made?
6. FAMOUS QUOTES: Which author wrote, "You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any 
direction you choose"? 
7. TELEVISION: In the sitcom "I Dream of Jeannie," what was Tony 
Nelson's job?
8. MOVIES: Which rock star played the lead in "The Man Who Fell to 
Earth"?
9. GAMES: What is the maximum score in a standard bowling game?
10. SCIENCE: Which steam engine inventor's last name is used as a 
unit of power?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Warsaw
2. Hemlock
3. Anthropology
4. Fear of being alone
5. "The Killers" (1964)
6. Dr. Seuss
7. Astronaut
8. David Bowie
9. 300
10. James Watt (watt)
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TXDOT
Continued from Page 1

BREAKING UP THE ICE: A TxDOT truck sprays brine  demonstrating 
its winter preparedness. /Photo by Sarah Mondestin.

As President of one of the 
charities that stands to benefit 
from your decision, I wanted to 
thank you for your decision to 
allow us to share in what was 
previously the City Share of 
the Prize Fee Tax. While it rep-
resents a very small part of the 
City’s operating budget I can 
tell you, as Melodye said, it will 
make a big difference to each of 
the charities involved.

The organization I repre-
sent, the Irving Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc., will be able to better 

OPEN LETTERS (972) 870-1992 
staceys@ramblernewspapers.net 

prepare to assist the commu-
nity both in times of need, as 
well as celebration. While our 
organization promotes fellow-
ship and education on techni-
cal topics, we also participate 
in city events, like the annual 
Fourth of July Parade, and are 
working to partner with the 
city’s emergency services to as-
sist in times of need.

As a good neighbor, we share 
our good fortune with charities 
focused on the Irving commu-
nity (Great Days of Service, Ir-

ving) and other organizations 
in the area.

So again, thank you for your 
recent decision, I can assure 
you we do not take our funds 
for granted, and we are com-
mitted to helping the commu-
nity, as our skills, abilities and 
resources allow us to. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ken Hansen, N2VIP 
President, Irving Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc.

Mr Mayor, 

On behalf of the Irving Ama-
teur Radio Club, The Humane 
Society of Dallas County, The 
Jaycees and The Irving Post 
VFW 2494 Aux, we would like 
to Thank You and Councilmen 
Allen Meagher, Dennis Webb, 
John Danish, Kyle Taylor, Phil 

Riddle and Rick Stopfer for 
voting to allow our charities to 
retain the City’s share of our 
prize fee tax. It really makes a 
huge difference to our groups. 

Mr Mayor, you promised 
me you would do that, and you 
did!!  

Thank you Councilman Dan-
ish for the motion. We really 

appreciate all your efforts. Our 
charities will remember how 
you helped them. 

Sincerely 

Melodye Green 
Betcha Bingo 

good.” 
The pre-treatment applica-

tion of brine on the roads is 
a technique that has evolved 
over the past several years. 

“You let [the brine] dry, and 
it basically acts as an anti-
freeze,” Lopez said. “It lowers 
the freezing point of water.”

With brine sprayers in each 
of the seven Dallas counties 
and briefings from the weather 
service twice a day, TxDOT rep-
resentatives feel they are well 

prepared for winter weather. 
“[Texas] get[s] more ice than 

actual snow,” Lopez said. “Ice 
is a very different animal than 
snow. It’s heavy. It’s denser. 
You can’t plow it off. It’s not 
snow; that’s the problem. We 
try to prevent that ice from 
bonding onto the roadway.

“Our focus, primarily, of 
the anticipated weather is our 
bridges and overpasses. They 
are the structures most vulner-
able to icing over first.” 

“We’ve seen a lot,” Jonathan 
Roddy, TxDOT employee, said. 
“Safety, safety, safety is the 
main thing we preach. That’s 
first and foremost.” 

Here are some tips from Tx-
DOT for safe winter driving: 

Decrease speed and leave 
plenty of room to stop. Driv-
ers should allow at least three 
times more space than usual 
between you and the car in 
front of you.

Brake gently to avoid skid-
ding. If your wheels start to 
lock up, ease off the brake. 

Turn on your lights to in-
crease visibility to other mo-
torists. 

Keep your lights and wind-
shield clean.

Use low gears to keep trac-
tion, especially on hills. 

Do not use cruise control or 
overdrive on icy roads.

Be especially careful on 
bridges, overpasses and infre-
quently traveled roads, which 
will freeze first. Even at tem-
peratures above freezing, if the 
conditions are wet, you might 
encounter ice in shady areas 
or on exposed roadways like 
bridges. 

Do not pass snowplows and 
sanding trucks. The drivers 
have limited visibility, and you 
are likely to find the road in 
front of them worse than the 
road behind. 

Do not assume your vehicle 
can handle all conditions. Even 
four-wheel and front-wheel 
drive vehicles can encounter 
trouble on winter roads.

A worker prepares to spray the roads with brine. /Photo by Sarah Mondestin.
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Gabriel (9) Nino (7) Thomas (7) and Zachary (4) assist in the Paddle Drop raffle.  Nino and Thomas are both diagnosed with a form of 
muscular dystrophy. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

See MDA BANQUET
Page 8

Dr. Andrew and Kathy Kilgus bid on items in the silent auction. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

WILDFIRES
Continued from Page 3

WORSHIP

To list your house 
of worship in the 
Rambler, please 
call 972-870-1992

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—The Muscular Dys-

trophy Association hosted its 
7th annual Uncork a Cure event 
at the Irving Convention Center 
on Nov. 21. There was a buzz of 
excitement as people bid on 
silent auction items, chatted 

over the past six years.
Now DFA is being tested 

by two of California’s biggest 
utilities, Pacific Gas & Electric 
(PG&E) and Southern Califor-
nia Edison (SCE), with encour-
agement from the California 
Public Utilities Commission. 
The CPUC administers a 2018 
state law requiring utilities to 
submit Wildfire Mitigation 
Plans.

Texas A&M researchers also 
are preparing to test DFA at 
utilities in Australia and New 
Zealand.

DFA uses a sophisticated set 
of algorithms based on pat-
terns discovered and refined 
through 15 years of research, 
research that involved moni-
toring in-service distribution 
lines at more than a dozen elec-
trical utilities.

The technology was devel-

oped by a Texas A&M research 
team led by Dr. B. Don Rus-
sell, Distinguished Professor of 
Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering, and Research Profes-
sor Carl L. Benner. 

Russell and Benner likened 
DFA to the computer-based di-
agnostic tools found in modern 
cars, ones that warn fluids are 
running dry or an engine part 
is close to failure.

“Utility systems operate 
today like my 1950s Chevy,” 
Russell said. “They have some 
fuses and breakers and things, 
but they really don’t have any-
thing diagnostic. They don’t 
have that computer under the 
hood telling them what’s about 
to go wrong.” 

Electrical power outages are 
commonly caused by falling 
trees tearing down lines or fail-
ures of devices such as clamps, 

switches, conductors and con-
nectors. 

The devices often deterio-
rate over weeks or months, 
impacting electrical current 
in small ways before an actual 
failure, perhaps triggered by 
high winds. DFA continuously 
monitors current sensors and 
applies its algorithms to detect 
and report abnormalities for 
investigation and repair.  

Until now, utility companies 
had little choice but to wait 
and react to failures. Electrical 
equipment is extremely dura-
ble and deterioration of devices 
is difficult or impossible to see. 
That makes visual inspection 
and preventive maintenance 
only marginally helpful.

Utilities have long recog-
nized that something new is 
needed, especially given the 
nation’s aging infrastructure. 
DFA answers this need.

Texas A&M engineers devel-
oped DFA to help utility com-
panies improve reliability in 
general, but they also saw its 
potential for preventing wild-
fires.

While Russell and Benner 
emphasize that DFA will not 
detect all utility failures, they 
say it is the only diagnostic tool 
available to analyze in real time 
miles of working circuits and 
identify explicitly what is fail-
ing. 

Not only could the DFA tech-
nology prevent fires, it would 
give utility companies a tool 
to reduce the number and size 
of pre-emptive power outages, 
which now are based on dry 
conditions and weather fore-
casts.

“Power is being turned off 
with nothing known to be 
wrong with a given circuit,” 

Russell said. “Utilities need a 
crystal ball, something telling 
them which circuit is going to 
start a fire tomorrow because 
it is already unhealthy. We are 
kind of that crystal ball.”

Pacific Gas & Electric is 
now testing nine DFA circuit 
monitoring devices; Southern 
California Edison is testing 60 
DFA monitors. Both utilities 
are conducting the tests under 
two-year research contracts 
with Texas A&M. 

Commercial installation for 
widespread use in California 
would cost far less than the bil-
lions of dollars in recent wild-
fire damage, or the billions in 
spending being discussed for 
other types of preventive mea-
sures.

For example, San Francisco 
based PG&E, the state’s larg-
est utility, would need several 
thousand devices to cover all 
106,681 miles of distribution 
circuit lines. A DFA device 
costs up to $15,000.  

PG&M filed for bankruptcy 
this past January, citing poten-
tial liabilities of more than $30 
billion stemming from wild-
fires. It estimates it will need 
another $75 billion or more to 
comply with a judge’s mainte-
nance plan.

Widespread use of DFA 
could lower maintenance costs 
and prevent future tragedies.

“DFA is a new tool, allow-
ing utilities to transform their 
operating procedures to find 
and fix problems before cata-
strophic failures, “Russell said. 
“Utilities operators need real 
time situational awareness of 
the health of their circuits. DFA 
does that.”

SOURCE Texas A&M 
University System

Muscular Dystrophy Association raises funds with banquet

together, enjoyed dinner, and 
participated in the live auction 
and wine pull. The association 
raised over $600,000 for Mus-
cular Dystrophy research, fam-
ily support, and summer camp. 

“We attend every year, be-
cause this association has 

special meaning to our fami-
ly,” Dr. Andrew Kilgus said. “I 
diagnosed Matt Swinton with 
Muscular Dystrophy when he 
was one year old. He is thirty 
now. We have kept in touch 
with Matt and his parents all 
these years. I always come and 
make a donation, because this 
association has done so much 
for patients and their families.” 

While a Muscular Dystrophy 
diagnosis is often terrifying 
to parents, DeAnn Swinton, 
Matt’s Mother, received sup-
port from the association, Kil-
gus, and others. 

“When my son was diag-
nosed at one year old, we were 
told he would only be alive for 

a year,” Swinton said. “We real-
ized we needed to educate our-
selves and get support. Also my 
son was able to go to summer 
camp every year. That was a life 
changer for him. It showed him 
that he could be independent.”

Swinton is an advocate for 
her son, but also an advocate 
for new families whose chil-
dren are diagnosed with Mus-
cular Dystrophy. 

“I talk to new families when 
they get that diagnosis,” Swin-
ton said. “I tell them to call the 
MDA and get support. MDA 
connects new families with 
support including physicians, 
other families, used equip-
ment, and camp for the chil-
dren.” 

Bobbi Sullivan attended the 
fundraiser with her partner 
and two sons. 

“I am here because I am the 
parent of a child with Muscular 
Dystrophy,” Sullivan said. “The 
MDA has supported us from 
the very beginning. We always 
participate in the walk and the 
fundraising. We join the fire-
fighters in the ‘Fill the Boot’ 
campaign on the sidewalk and 
in the check presentation. The 
MDA provides us with support. 
It has become such a commu-
nity for us. 

“I want to tell new parents 
there are people are fighting for 
you. You are not alone. Typical-
ly we see other families that are 
specifically affected. But here, 
you see hundreds of people 
that are not necessarily affect-
ed by Muscular Dystrophy but 
are here and donating to this 
cause. I have felt on the verge 
of tears all night long because 

of this support. I want my son, 
Thomas, to witness that he is 
supported and loved. I am so 
inspired by the whole thing.”

Dr. Pfaff presented new re-
search in the treatment of Mus-
cular Dystrophy.

“I want to make it crystal 
clear to you that your involve-
ment in MDA is to research 
and funding is crucial,” Pfaff 
said. “It is so important to our 
lives to be able to move our 
bodies. The ability to move is 
not only important for survival, 
but it impacts how we interact 
with the world. That is why dis-
eases that impact movement 
are so devastating. The mission 
of the MDA is to cover different 
muscular diseases and to fund 
scientific research. We want 

to change the four letter word 
‘hope’ to the four letter word 
‘cure.’ The way to do that is 
through research. That is what 
you are supporting tonight.” 

MDA Advocate Sory Rivera 
also spoke at the fundraiser. 
Rivera was diagnosed with 
Muscular Dystrophy as a child. 

“My family was told that I 
would never live past age sev-
en,” Rivera said. “Well, live I 
did. I was able to go to summer 
camp with my friends, away 
from my parents, and live like 
any other kid. The MDA has 
changed my life forever.” 

The National Firefighter 
Association has supported the 
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Volunteers from Irving Bible Church prepare pancakes for community members on Thanksgiving morning. /Photo by John Starkey.

Two young girls help prepare boxes of food.  /Photo by John Starkey.

MDA BANQUET
Continued from Page 7

GIVING TO OTHERS
Continued from Page 1

“It’s been a great thing to 
experience, personally. [The 
church] put me in charge five 
years ago. My family is all in-
volved. My daughter said she 

Irving—Keep Irving Beauti-
ful (KIB) staff and a group of 
senior citizens gathered at the 
Irving Family YMCA for the 
annual America Recycles Day 

wanted to lead and is serving in 
a place where she’ll serve 400 
meals.”

Volunteers range from single 
adults to families with children 

of all ages.
“We see families being trans-

formed since the times they’ve 
been serving,” Soto said. “It’s a 
joy when you give and serve.” 

“Little kids get so enthusias-
tic about serving other kids,” 
Pyfer said. “Many of the [kids] 
here will serve throughout high 
school and [even when they 
start families].”

Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion for more than 65 years. In 
the DFW area many of these 
firefighters volunteer at the 
summer camps as well as par-
ticipate in the ‘Fill the Boot’ 
fundraisers.

“Our fire department is very 
involved,” Dallas firefighter 
Marty Leos said. “We work to-
gether in the fire department, 
all of us firefighters together, to 
support this organization.”

KIB, Irving YMCA Seniors partner for America Recycles Day
celebratory breakfast on Nov. 
21.

America Recycles Day (ARD) 
is a nationally recognized day 
dedicated to promoting recy-

cling in the United States. It is 
a KIB program, and as the local 
Keep America Beautiful affili-
ate, KIB is one of hundreds of 
similar organizations across 
the country that holds events 
to celebrate ARD.

KIB supplied blue recycling 
bags, which the seniors filed 
with recyclable materials and 
delivered to the YMCA during 
the first two weeks of Novem-
ber. The event officially end-
ed on Nov. 15. Solid Waste 
Services provided a roll-off 
container at the YMCA and 

weighed the materials collect-
ed. 

The seniors collected a total 
of 460 pounds of recyclables 
and were honored for their 
efforts with the breakfast pro-
vided by KIB. One lucky senior 
won the prize drawing—a Keep 
Texas Beautiful Christmas or-
nament.

“This is another example of 
a partnership that is so import-
ant to Keep Irving Beautiful,” 
KIB board member Margie 
Stipes said. “Working together 
on a local level with the YMCA 

“It’s nice to be able to reach 
out and help people in the com-
munity and bring [my] kids,” 
Caleb Harrison, volunteer, 
said. “[I hope my kids] learn 
how rewarding it can be to 
serve and to reach out to peo-
ple in the community. This is 
something [my family] plans to 
continue participating in.”

seniors and Solid Waste Ser-
vices, and having the support 
of the national organization 
made this event a success. KIB 
appreciates the YMCA and the 

seniors who participate in this 
event each year.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 


