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READY TO RUMBLE: A enthusiastic spice fan packs several hot sauces ready 
for a showdown during the Zest Fest. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.
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Police Chief Steve Dye receives a plaque during his retirement ceremony. /Photo by Luke 
Schumacher.
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HONORING MLK: Grand Prairie residents march down the street during the annual parade on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. /Photo by Rodney J. Moore.

By Luke Schumacher
Coppell—Mayor Karen Hunt 

shared the progress the city of 
Coppell made in 2019 as well 
as aspirations for 2020 at an-
nual State of the City address.

During the address, Hunt 
presented a video in which city 
employees shared a variety of 
achievements made through-
out 2019. One such aspect in-
cluded construction updates 
on major roads throughout 
Coppell.

“We have made a lot of prog-
ress on Freeport Parkway over 
the past year,” Kent Collins, di-
rector of public works, said in 
the video. “The main thing is 
we’ve got folks driving on new 

By Aubrey Turner
Grand Prairie—The city 

of Grand Prairie and the lo-
cal NAACP hosted the annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Cele-
bration Parade on Monday, 
Jan. 20. Close to 50 groups 
walked in the parade, including 
school groups, local dignitar-
ies, and local chapters of clubs 
from across the city. 

People decorated their cars 
with posters that highlighted 
King’s speeches and ideals. 
The parade ended with a free 
hot dog lunch and celebration 
of the legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. School groups per-
formed, the Parks and Recre-
ation Department gave away 
free t-shirts, and two speakers 
talked about King’s legacy.  

“This is the biggest parade 
the city has had yet,” Monte 
Whetstone, center supervisor 

By Luke Schumacher
Grand Prairie—January 

was the start of a new decade, 
but for the Grand Prairie Police 
Department it was the start of 
a new era.

On Jan. 17, former Grand 

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—Spice-loving foodies 

tasted their way through Zest 
Fest 2020, presented at the Ir-
ving Convention Center. This 
annual three day event, Jan. 
24-26, was an opportunity for 
people to try a variety of hot 
sauces and rubs. The festival 
offered over 85 booths with a 
variety of products from beef 
jerky to salsa to spicy drinks. 
The festival also featured seven 
celebrity chefs who taught visi-
tors to cook a variety of dishes. 

Mi Favorito Handcraft-
ed Salsa was created by Cole 
Chaverria and Kodie Kaker, 
based out of Irving.

“We have three flavors of 
salsa, mild, hot, and garden 
habanero,” Chaverria said. “It 
is a restaurant style salsa with 
fresh ingredients. We started 
making for family and friends 
but realized that people liked it 
so much.”  

“As we got older and real-
ized that not all salsa has a lot 
of flavor, we realized there was 
a market for good, fresh salsa,” 
Kaker said. “It is nice to sell at 
the market, because sometimes 
we can get farm fresh ingredi-
ents while we are selling our 
salsa. We try to use the freshest 
vegetables possible.”

Guests enjoyed sampling dif-

City celebrates MLK with parade

for Dalworth Recreation Cen-
ter, said. “It just keeps getting 
bigger every year. This year, 
we gave out over 700 hot dog 
lunches after the parade. The 

city of Grand Prairie is so 
supportive of this event. Even 
though other cities have events, 
we are so lucky that the citizens 
of Grand Prairie come out and 

support this parade. It seems 
like it will just keep growing.” 

Clemintina Cruz attended 
the parade with her family. 

“I wanted to come out and 

see the parade,” Cruz said. “I 
especially enjoy seeing the dif-
ferent schools. I think the chil-
dren did a good job with their 
posters about King. I come out 
to the parade and other events 
every year.”

Youngsters shared their 
views on Martin Luther King 
Jr.

“Martin Luther King Jr. had 
a dream,” Joanna Adame (11) 
said. “He wanted people not to 
keep separated by our race.”  

“He wanted us to have equal 
rights,” Erick Mora (13) said. 
“If it was not for him, we would 
not have equal rights for all. 
We do not want to be treated 
differently because we have 
brown skin.”  

“We are all the same, just 
with different color skin,” Iris 
Martinez (8) said. “We are all 
able to do good things, and 
Martin Luther King Jr. helped 
to make other people be able to 
see that.” 

Elbert and Tamara Gulley 
watched their daughter walk in 
the parade.  

“We believe in diversity and 
inclusiveness,” Tamara said. 
“We believe that Grand Prairie 
understands the importance 
of this day. We appreciate that 
they include the students in Zest Fest packs in flavor

Mayor speaks 
on work, play,
construction 

ferent foods. 
“This is exactly what we ex-

pected,” Gretchen Robinson 
said. “We were invited by some 
friends, and we were not disap-
pointed. We definitely plan to 
come out next year. I really like 
being able to try all the differ-
ent sauces and buy things that 
are not available in our local 
grocery store. I bought a case 
of BBQ sauce. I feel like I need 
to make sure I have enough to 
last me until next year.” 

“We have been walking 
around, sampling products,” 
Paul Portis said. “I have en-
joyed everything I have tried. 
I have really liked the rubs and 
sauces for meat.

“This is a fun event to ex-
plore the different tastes from 
around the world. I tried some 
sauce from Trinidad that was 
amazing. I had never had that 
before. I did not realize there 
was such a variety of tastes rep-
resented.” 

Estefania Vasquez and John-
ny Sompholphardy created 
Vatsana’s Seafood Hot Sauce 
and presented it at Zest Fest.  

pavement in the northbound 
direction, and we’re working 
hard on the southbound direc-
tion.

“As soon as Freeport is fin-
ished, we’re going to start re-
construction on Airline Drive. 
That’s really just to replace all 
the paving. We’re going to nar-
row it up a bit so we can create 
some sidewalks where they 
don’t exist today. Once Airline 
is finished, we’re going to start 
work to reconstruct Beltline.

“We’ve made a lot of good 
progress [on Parkway Boule-
vard],” Collins said. “The new 
eastbound lanes are open to 

Retired police chief 
leaves legacy

Prairie police chief Steve Dye 
retired after over 30 years of 
law enforcement. During his 
retirement celebration, many 
people spoke about Dye’s im-
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Tony Grimes addresses the crowd 
during the Dora Joyner MLK Spaghetti 
Luncheon. /Photo by Ariel Graham.
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Irving community members gather together to celebrate and honor Martin Luther King 
Jr. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Mayor Karen Hunt (left) answers questions from Dana Dillard (right) during the 
2020 Coppell State of the City. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.
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By Ariel Graham
Irving—The NAACP Carroll-

ton-Farmers Branch showed 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
dream lives on during their 
annual Dora Joyner MLK Spa-
ghetti Luncheon held at the 
Georgia Farrow Recreation 
Center on Monday, Jan. 20.

“This is our 15th annual spa-
ghetti luncheon,” Shannon 
Phillips, NAACP treasurer and 
chairperson for this year’s spa-
ghetti luncheon, said. “We just 
recently named it after Dora 
Joyner. She was the one who 
decided, instead of having a 
parade like most cities have, 
to do something different. She 
suggested we should have a 
spaghetti luncheon and invite 
the community.”

This year’s luncheon theme 
was the importance of voting, 
which corresponds with some 
important anniversaries for 

traffic, and we’re working hard 
on the westbound lanes. As you 
know, we’re working on a side 
path for pedestrians and bicy-
cles and a lot of landscaping 
that’s going to go in. We expect 
that to wrap up this spring. 
We’re really excited about the 
progress.”

During the video, Mindi 
Hurley, director of community 
development, shared how the 
city is assisting its residents 
and workers to have a better 
work experience.

“We introduced the new 
workforce transit program,” 
Hurley said. “This is an exciting 
partnership between the city of 
Coppell, Denton County Trans-
portation Authority and Lyft. 
This year long test program is 
free of charge to employers as 
long as they register with the 
city of Coppell to participate. 
Employees can ride for a re-
duced rate from designated 
transit stops to their place of 
employment within the city 
limits of Coppell.

“We also hosted our first vir-
tual job fair in 2019,” she said. 
“This was an online platform 
for job seekers to be matched 
with employers in the city of 
Coppell. It was free of charge 
for employers, and it was such 

a successful event that we plan 
to do more in the future. 

“In 2020, we look forward to 
finding innovative ways to sup-
port our existing businesses 
and to attract new ones.”

The city also has added 
new amenities to bring more 
entertainment to Coppell. In 
mid-May, the city will open the 
Coppell Arts Center that will 
have three performance areas 
and be the home for Theatre 
Coppell and other resident 
companies.

“This will be a home for 
all local artists,” Alex Hargis, 
managing director of the Cop-
pell Arts Center, said. ‘But in 
addition to that, we will be 
a presenting house, which 
means we are buying enter-
tainment internationally and 
across the country. We will 
bring them here from small 
Broadway shows to speaker se-
ries, a little bit of something for 
everybody.”

During the Q&A, Mayor 
Hunt shared her admiration 
for the city’s emergency’s ser-
vices team.

“I think, we have the best 
police force, the best fire de-
partment, emergency services, 
those kinds of things,” Hunt 
said. “They are innovative. 

They are well-trained. Every 
city has those resources but 
our police and fire department 
employ them well.”

“The fire department has 
been planning for the last sev-
eral years to accommodate all 
the growth that the city has 
been experiencing,” Kevin 
Richardson, Coppell fire chief, 
said during the video. “The 
fire department and the City 
of Coppell are extremely ex-
cited to offer a very innovative 
program called PulsePoint. It 
bridges technology with first 
responders. “It’s an app that 
alerts users who are CPR cer-
tified of nearby cardiac arrests. 
The idea would be to initi-
ate CPR prior to the first re-
sponders and the paramedics 
arriving. Statistics show that 
communities that have imple-
mented this program have a 
much higher success rate for 
cardiac arrest victims.”

“We have lots of ideas and 
all of them involve the commu-
nity,” Danny Barton, Coppell 

police chief, said. “Communi-
ties keep community safe. It’s 
not just the police that keep the 
community safe. It’s both to-
gether. When [the community] 
trusts the police and the police 
trust the community, you have 
a safe city. I think we will be the 
model of the safe city in the fu-
ture.”

Every department in the vid-
eo, spoke about how the city 
wants to better serve its citi-
zens. 

“As we bridge into the future, 
one of the things that’s really 
great about Coppell is its long 
term vision for the communi-
ty,” Mike Land, Coppell city 
manager, said. “This past year 
the community came together 
and adopted through the city 
council a 2040 plan. The really 
unique thing about this plan is 
this plan is much more aspira-
tional. It’s about building rela-
tionships, connecting people, 
having our community grow 
together as one even more so 
than it is today.”

Luncheon celebrates message of Dr. King
minorities gaining the right to 
vote.

“We’re recognizing the 155th 
anniversary of the 15th amend-
ment, the 100th anniversary of 
the 19th amendment and the 
55th anniversary of the Vot-
ing Rights Act,” Phillips said. 
“All of those combined set the 
framework for everyone to 
have the opportunity to vote.”

Along with encouraging 
guests to vote and get involved, 
the luncheon was also a cele-
bration of the life and the leg-
acy of Dr. King. His message of 
hope, tolerance and love still 
rings true with many of the 
attendees, such as Irving ISD 
school board president A.D. 
Jenkins.

“I was a little baby when 
he was assassinated, but his 
message still resonates today,” 
Jenkins said. “Just the words, 
‘I have a dream,’ it gives pur-
pose and gives reason for peo-
ple to continue to dream. Just 
imagine the things he said back 
then, how it’s still relevant to-
day and how that dream came 
true. These are things I contin-
ue to teach my kids, my grand-
kids, and my great grandkids, 
because it means so much. 
We can’t do enough. Instead 
of a Martin Luther King Day, 
maybe we should have a Mar-
tin Luther King Week, because 
there’s so much he did at such 
a young age and had such an 
impact on our country.”

Wanda Zamorano, a retired 
schoolteacher, used Dr. King’s 
message in her classroom to 
help inspire her students.

“Being 72 years old, and 
being a teenager in the 60s, 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
definitely a hero to me, and still 
is,” Zamorano said. “I got to 
be with his wife, Coretta Scott 
King, three times after the 
death of Martin Luther King Jr. 
His entire family was dedicated 
to service. 

“In the 33 years that I taught, 
I used his speech ‘I Have a 
Dream,’ to help every boy 
and girl, especially the junior 
high age. He helped them to 
be the most and the best that 
they could be and to live their 
dream.”

Maurice Walker also held a 
deep admiration for Dr. King 
and the work he did.

“I’m a 69 year old African 
American, and I have seen a lot 
in this country before the Civil 
Rights Movement, and during 
the movement,” Maurice said. 
“One of the biggest things for 
me is that Dr. King brought 
a message of love. Dr. King 
brought a message of peace. 
There’s still much work to be 
done, but the truth of the mat-
ter is that I think he was one of 
those giants who really started 
this whole movement, and I 
have a great deal of respect for 
him. When I was much young-
er, I didn’t quite understand his 
philosophies. But certainly as I 
got older and looked a little bit 
more into the heart of the man, 
I found he’s probably one of the 
greatest human beings ever to 
walk this planet, and I’m just 
very happy to have lived during 
his era.”

Although Civil Rights has 
come a long way since Dr. 
King’s era, Ruby Walker said 
they still have a ways to go be-
fore people can be truly equal.

“The message means to me 

that we still need to strive,” 
Walker said. “All of us still need 
to keep trying to do what he 
wants us to do. We’ve got to get 
our kids and our families to do 
what he wants us to do, what 

he would be doing right now. 
And that is living together, just 
having a good relationship with 
each other, regardless of color, 
creed, whatever it is.”

“Dr. King’s message has al-
ways been a message of hope,” 
NAACP’s Shannon Phillips 
said. “It’s always been a mes-
sage of hope, regardless of 
what’s going on in any situa-
tion. There’s always hope, and 
there’s always the opportuni-
ty to be hopeful, even in dark 
situations. Because as long as 
we keep working, as long as 
we keep trying to respect each 
other and making sure that 
everybody has a level playing 
field, that hope will bring us to 
a better day.”

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Children at the 

Irving Boys and Girls Club 
learned about hydroponics and 
tower gardens on Wednesday, 
Jan. 22.

“We’re trying to get our Boys 
and Girls Club children inter-
ested in planting and starting 
them on good, healthy eating 
habits,” Lieutenant Armando 
Acosta with the Irving Salva-
tion Army said. “What better 
way to do that than by show-

Irving Boys and Girls Club 
start growing tower gardens

ing them how to plant these 
healthy plants? So the kids are 
picking out seeds, and we’ll be 
planting them. Hopefully in 
a few weeks, we’ll be able to 
show them some growth in the 
seeds they’ve planted.”

The tower gardens are spon-
sored by Juice Plus+, a health 

and wellness company based 
out of Tennessee. Sheri Dye, 
senior sales coordinator with 
Juice Plus+, said the company 
is partnering with Boys and 
Girls Club across North Amer-
ica.
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Community members play with Chinese yo-yos during the 3rd annual Chinese New Year Celebration. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

GAME TIME: Gamers young and old play the Pokémon video game during the championships. /Photo by Ariel Graham.
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CARD INSPECTION: A Pokémon fan looks at playing cards on display during 
the Pokémon Regional Championships.  /Photo by Ariel Graham. 

Proudly sponsors the 
DFW Humane Society animal listings 

Put a paw print in 
your heart and a best 
friend in your home!

What's happening, everyone?? It's Pablo here, 
and I am so excited to meet you! I love everyone. 
Seriously, everyone! I'm a young guy (only about 
a year old) so I'm active and playful. I'm also 
incredibly smart and know a lot of commands. 
Come on by and say hi! I'll be waiting to see you!

Hey folks! I'm Waylon! I'm just a 
good ol' boy who likes to think 
I'm sort of an outlaw. Look at my 
markings! I'm 2 years old and I'm 
ready to get back to the basics 
of love. If you're a good-hearted 
woman (or man or couple), stop 
by and see how ready I am to 
settle down with you!

Pablo

Waylon

Hours:
Monday-Friday
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday
9 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Sunday
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

By Ariel Graham
Irving—Pokémon trainers 

all over the region came togeth-
er to see who truly is the very 
best at the Pokémon Regional 
Championships held at the Hy-
att Regency DFW Airport Ho-
tel on Saturday, Jan. 18.

Christine Noah, the tour-
nament organizer, shared the 
purpose of Pokémon Regional 
Championships.

“The winners not only earn 
prizes, but they earn cham-
pionship points,” Noah said. 
“The next level tournament 
would be an international 
championship, but the ulti-
mate goal is to earn enough 
championship points to be 
invited to the world’s tour-
nament. This year our world 
tournament is in London, and 
it’s super exciting for players to 
be able to earn enough points 
to qualify for that tournament. 
The pinnacle is to get to world 
and hopefully win.”

By Stacey Doud
Coppell—People of all ages 

and heritages experienced 
Chinese culture during the 
3rd annual Chinese New Year 
Celebration held at the Cozby 
Library and Community Com-
mons on Saturday, Jan. 25. 
This yearly event is organized 
by the student Chinese Clubs at 
Coppell High School, Coppell 
High School 9th Grade Center 
and Coppell’s New Tech High.

The Chinese New Year cele-
brates the new year on the tra-
ditional Chinese calendar. The 
festival is also known as the 
Spring Festival or the Lunar 
New Year. 2020 is “The Year of 
the Rat.” 

This free event featured ac-
tivities such as origami, face 
painting, Chinese yo-yos, Chi-
nese hacky sack, lantern mak-
ing, games, calligraphy crafts, 
and live entertainment provid-
ed by students.

“The Chinese class students 
had to create for their school 
project all of these pieces [of 
the festival] that will teach 

Pokémon Regional Championship comes to DFW
The Pokémon trading card 

game, or TCG for short, first 
started in 1996. Nearly 25 years 
later, the game has millions of 
players all over the world with 
nearly 28.9 billion cards sold 
worldwide. Noah said one of 
the reasons the game caught 
on is because it’s very easy to 
get started.

“There’s packs you can 
buy at your local card shop, 
Walmart or Target,” Noah said. 
“The players get these cards, 
and then they have to build a 
60 card deck within a certain 
criteria. Once you have those 
cards together, you play against 
an opponent. You have to have 
a Pokémon, you have to power 
their attacks with energy, and 
the first person to knock out all 
of their opponents’ Pokémon 
wins the game. You can go to 
a league just about anywhere 
at local card shops or hobby 
stores. Local leagues help play-
ers learn to play the game and 

help them build their decks 
and understand what’s expect-
ed at competition so they’re 
ready to progress forward.”

Zach Lesage was one of the 
top ranked Pokémon TCG 
players in the tournament. He 
started playing the game after 
his friends introduced him to it 
in 2005.

“Pokémon over the past few 
years has been booming,” Les-
age said. “I know a lot of people 
don’t think Pokémon is as big 
as it is, after Pokémon GO they 
thought it died, but Pokémon is 
huge right now, especially with 
Sword and Shield coming out. 
It’s been doing very well for the 
Nintendo Switch.”

The trading card game 
was not the only tournament 
available to trainers. Tour-
naments were also held for 
Pokémon Sword and Pokémon 
Shield, the latest entries in the 
Pokémon video game series. 
Wolf Glick, a popular and pro-
lific figure in the video game 
tournaments, enjoys not only 
the mechanics of the game, but 
also the community behind it.

“The community around 
the game is really great,” Glick 
said. “There’s a ton of good 
people, and I made some 
amazing friends throughout it. 
The game itself is really fun as 
well. It’s this combination of 
chess plus poker, and it’s about 
how to win when you don’t 
have perfect information. It’s a 
very interesting problem.”

Lesage feels the Pokémon 
community is one of the most 
inclusive and welcoming gam-
ing communities. 

“I really like how inclusive 
our community is,” Lesage 
said. “It’s welcoming to people 
of different crowds, wheth-
er it’s ethnicity, social back-
grounds, or financial income. 
There are so many different 
players, you’ll be playing with 
a doctor one round in the mas-
ters division, or you can be 
playing someone from your lo-

cal league, or you can be play-
ing anyone from anywhere in 
the world. I like how global the 
game has become.”

Whether you’re a fan of the 
card game, the video game, 
or the long-running TV show, 
Pokémon has something fun to 
offer for trainers of all ages.

“So many people have grown 
up with this,” event organizer 

Christine Noah said. “We be-
came a Pokémon family when 
my four year old started col-
lecting the cards. He’s now 25, 
and he has never stopped play-
ing or collecting the cards in 
over 20 years. It’s popular, it’s 
fun, it’s very family-friendly, 
very inclusive in our commu-
nity for all people, and it’s just 
something people love.”

Coppell high schools 
celebrate Chinese New Year

the attendees about different 
things from the Chinese cul-
ture. They really get into it,” 
parent volunteer Michelle Co-
hen said.

Andrea Voelker teaches all 
levels of Mandarin Chinese in 
the Coppell school district. 

“All of the students taking 
Chinese class come to me, so 
I teach students from all three 
of the Coppell high schools,” 
Voelker said. “Our first year, 
this was a New Tech High ‘cap-
sule’ idea. The student that 
created it graduated during the 
second year.  

“Last year was the hardest 
for me, because I was working 
by myself. I am smarter this 
year, because I have a team 
to help me. I have six of my 
Chinese Club officers. From 
the beginning of planning this 
event in October until today, 
they designed the shirts, cre-
ated the layout of the different 
activities and things like that.”

Voelker and her team target 
not only the high schoolers 
when promoting the event, but 

also send out information to 
local elementary schools and 
the general public. The Chinese 
Club students design proj-
ects for the demographic they 
would like to interact with.

“Some students want to work 
with little kids, some with older 
kids and some with adults. It’s 
up to them to decide,” Voelk-
er said. “Because our student 
demographic has changed so 
much in recent years, CISD is 
thinking about expanding their 
language program. They are 
also considering offering lan-
guage classes to the younger 
grades, so by the time they get 
to high school, they can speak 
fluently.”

“I am part of the Chinese 
Club,” CHS sophomore Kelly 
Wei said. “This is my second 
year in Chinese class. I decided 
to do all of this because my her-
itage is Chinese.

“I’m doing calligraphy art for 
my project. I’m also doing ori-
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Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently

 seeking inquisitive 
individuals with experience in: 

Editing, Writing, and Photography
For more information call 972-870-1992

FOR SALE

CHIEF RETIRES
Continued from Page 1

JOB WELL DONE: Steve Dye receives congratulations from fellow police officer 
during his retirement party. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
design@ramblernewspapers.net

EMPLOYMENT LEGALS

To place your loved ones' obituaries in 

Rambler Newspapers

email design@ramblernewspapers.net

or call (972) 870-1992 

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Lee Roy Armstrong Nov. 19, 1936 – Jan. 22, 2020
Lorene Kerns March 18, 1920 – Jan. 25, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

DON C. BUTLER   Aug. 1, 1932 – Jan. 21, 2020
DAVID W. SPRAY   Dec. 20, 1955 – Jan. 21, 2020
BUDDY C. BYRD   April 30, 1934 – Jan. 25, 2020

MARIA EVA RUPPERT   Dec. 19, 1933 – Jan. 25, 2020
ROGER HILL   Sept. 21, 1937 – Jan. 25, 2020

LIFE TRIBUTES
RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS 
SEEKS PAPER CARRIER

• Store to store delivery
• Friday evening
• Delivery approximately 4 hrs.

Fore more info call Rambler Newspapers 
972-870-1992 and leave a message.

NOTICE OF BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION ORDERS

On January 23, 2020, the City of Irving Building and Standards 
Commission held Public Hearings to consider the issuance of an order 
requiring the repair, removal or demolition of the structures on various 
properties located within the City of Irving.

At the conclusion of each hearing, the Building and Standards 
Commission ordered the following:

All owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the property at 2009 Markland St. are ordered to appear at 
the March 26, 2020 public hearing meeting. 

The residential structure situated on the property at 315 N. Jefferson. 
be repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) 
and other persons having an interest in the property within 30 days 
and if the property is not repaired or demolished in 30 days, the City 
is authorized to proceed with the demolition and to place a lien on the 
property.

Each structure situated on the property at 617 N. Main. and 1802 
Milner Rd. be repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), 
lienholder(s) and other persons having an interest in the property within 
60 days and if the property is not repaired or demolished in 60 days, 
the City is authorized to proceed with the demolition and to place a lien 
on the property.

Each structure situated on the property at 2333 Hill N Dale Dr. be 
repaired or demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) 
and other persons having an interest in the property within 90 days 
and if the property is not repaired or demolished in 90 days, the City 
is authorized to proceed with the demolition and to place a lien on the 
property. Furthermore, the Commission Orders that a detailed Scope 
and Schedule be submitted within 30 days outlining the work to be 
conducted at the property. 

For questions, or to obtain a copy of any of the orders referenced above, 
contact Monica Gutierrez-Salgado, Staff Assistant for the Building and 
Standards Commission, City of Irving, Code Enforcement Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-4830).  Additionally, copies of 
the orders are available in the Irving City Secretary’s Office at 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., 4th Floor, Irving, Texas 75060.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Irving, 
Dallas County, Texas, and Case No. 19-06-1737P. The Department of 
Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
solicits technical information or comments on proposed flood hazard 
determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where 
applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community.  
These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or 
modification of Base Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special 
Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory 
floodway.  The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report have been revised 
to reflect these flood hazard determinations through issuance of a Letter 
of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for 
the floodplain management measures that your community is required 
to adopt or show evidence of having in effect to qualify or remain 
qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  For 
more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations and 
information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please 
visit FEMA’s website at www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the 
FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP 
(1-877-336-2627).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE pursuant to chapter 59 of Texas property 
code in order to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Irving Storage, located at 
555 W Airport Freeway Ste 100 Irving, TX 75062, will hold an online 
auction at selfstorageauctions.com. The final bid will take place at 
9:00pm on February 10th 2020. Payment must be in cash form only 
and all sales are final. 72 hours for removal, 9 units to be auctioned, 
a $75.00 cleaning deposit will be collected to ensure unit is 
properly cleared of all contents. Unit 1009 (10 x 10), Ed Totten. This 
unit appears to have bed, tv stand, boxes, and shelf. Unit 1224 (5 x 
10), Brodrick Nunn. This unit appears to have clothes, and boxes. 
Unit 1244 (5 x 6), Julie Saenz. This unit appears to have baby toys, 
boxes, and tv. Unit 1314 (5 x 10), Matthew White. This unit appears 
to have shopping carts with clothes. Unit 1322 (5 x 10), Samantha 
Campbell. This unit appears to have chairs, bed frame, and storage 
container. The following storages final bid will take place at 9:00pm 
on February 24th 2020.  Unit 1338 (5 x5), Christopher Hall. This unit 
appears to have clothes. Unit 1362 (10 x 10), Steven Rehburg. This 
unit appears to have lots of wood, and cabinets. Unit 1507 (10 x 
10), Danisha Sneed. This unit appears to have bed, tv’s, tv stand, 
couch, and boxes. Unit 2133 (5 X 10), Martin Hernandez. This unit 
appears to have tools, coolers, buckets, chairs, and fishing poles.

Notice: Dr. Neil Shah and Dr. Vishal Patel have left DFW Center 
for Spinal Disorders to form a new group, Texas Spine Associates. 
Although the name of the practice has changed, the office staff and 
clinic locations will remain the same. To schedule an appointment in 
Arlington, Flower Mound, Irving, Las Colinas, or Southlake please call 
(972) 987-0969 or visit www.texasspinemd.com.

Seeking experienced, IT professionals with State-of-the-art Computer 
S/W skills, Visit us on 02/11/2020 from 9:00AM-11:00AM. HR, OM Tek 
Inc., 1320 Greenway Dr, Suite #860, Irving, TX - 75038.

Michaels Stores, Inc. seeks a Manager – IT Applications in Irving, 
Texas, responsible for providing direction and expertise in ecommerce, 
identifying business strategy, and growth. A bachelor’s degree and 
experience are required.  To apply mail resume to: Michaels Stores, Inc. 
Attn: Vishala Patel Mistry at 8000 Bent Branch Drive, Irving, TX 75063. 
Reference job code: MITA on resume.

Outside Sales Rep. Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with community business leaders. 

For more information call 
Rambler Newspapers 972-870-1992

about. I looked into his room, 
and I saw this guy ironing his 
jeans. He had about 20 pairs of 
jeans, ironed, and he was put-
ting them on hangers.

“The more I got the chance 
to talk to Steve, I found this was 
an individual who was commit-
ted not only to his profession, 
he was also committed to his 
family. He was committed to 
his wife; he’s committed to his 
faith. And he was committed to 
everybody that he served day 
in and day out. He had great 
ideas, but it came from the 
heart. He was genuine.

“I want to share [an adage] 
my dad gave me a long time ago. 
He said, ‘watch your thoughts 
for they become your words. 
Watch your words for they 
become your actions. Watch 
your actions for 
they become your 
habits. Watch 
your habits for 
they become your 
character. Watch 
your character for 
it becomes your 
legacy.’ What I’ve 
seen through all 
of these years 
through Steve, 
everything he’s 
done everything 
he has been to law 
enforcement here 
and nationally, 
he is the walking 
embodiment of 
everything I have 
seen from this ad-
age.”

While Dye had 
an impact on people across the 
nation, many spoke about his 
dedication to his family. Matt 
DeSamo of Dallas FBI read 
a letter from Dye’s daughter, 
Gaby, who is currently at the 
FBI academy and missed the 
celebration.

“These are Gaby’s words,” 
DeSamo said. “‘Daddy, I’m 
sorry and disappointed that 
I cannot be there today, but I 
still wanted to pass along a few 

words to you on this special 
day. “‘Congratulations on an 
extremely successful 35 years 
of law enforcement. You’ve 
done more during your career 
than most can even dream of 
will come close to doing.

“‘Only someone with a true 
passion for helping others and 
West Texas work ethic could 
accomplish what you have 
in your career. For example, 
not going to the jail until your 
squad car was full with people 
you arrested to avoid making 
multiple trips. I still enjoy lis-
tening to all your crazy stories 
even though I’ll most likely 
never get to experience any-
thing close to the same.

“‘You showed me the im-
portance of giving back to the 
community. I’m so grateful. 

I’ve always had 
such a great role 
model to look up 
to. You showed 
me the example 
of what a good fa-
ther and husband 
looks like. Austin 
and I are so bless-
ed to have you and 
mom is a perfect 
example of what 
a good loving, 
healthy marriage 
looks like.

“‘Even though 
I’m sure everyone 
agrees that you 
work too hard, you 
still never missed 
any or games, 
cross country rac-
es or swim meets 

growing up,’” he read. “‘Your 
passion for helping others in-
fluenced me to follow in your 
footsteps and to also pursue 
a career in law enforcement, 
which is unfortunately the rea-
son I cannot be there today. 
I’ve never been more proud or 
lucky to be able to call you my 
dad, and I’m so thankful that 
God blessed me with such a 
great one.’”

FRESH START: Steve Dye (center-right) celebrates his police retirement with Grand Prairie City Council members. Dye will now  
join the Grand Prairie City Council as the Deputy City Manager.  /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

The Grand Prairie Police Department congratulate Chief Steve Dye (center) on his 35-year police career.  /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

pact through his time as a pub-
lic servant.

“Chief Dye is a respected law 
enforcement figure across the 
state of Texas and nationally,” 
Christ Turner, Texas state rep-
resentative, said. “In the legis-
lature, I’ve had the opportunity 
to work with him on a number 
of issues.

“I’ve found that Chief Dye is 
always instantly accessible to 
policymakers to help us under-
stand the impact of the policies 
we make or are considering to 
make will be on law enforce-
ment and the communities 
they protect and serve. Chief 
Dye has a really unique ability 
and patience to be able to ex-
plain to lawmakers the intri-
cacies of policies. Sometimes 
[lawmakers] don’t instantly get 
the finer aspects of some of the 
policies.”

Kris Pitcher, deputy chief 
of Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment, shared stories about the 
first time he met Dye.

“I met Steve about 13 years 
ago,” Pitcher said. “We ended 
up at a senior management 
institute for police program, 
and I think they thought it was 
funny to put a California kid 
and a cowboy together and ul-
timately see what they could 
come up with. I wanted to find 
out what this Texas guy was all 

“‘You showed 
me the 

importance of 
giving back to 

the community. 
I’m so grateful. 
I’ve always had 
such a great role 

model to look 
up to." 

-Gabby Dye
Steve Dye's daughter



Page 5February 1, 2020972-870-1992  Rambler Newspapers

FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking

603 S. Belt Line Rd
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was famed cultural anthropologist 
Margaret Mead who made the following 
sage observation: "One of the oldest human 
needs is having someone to wonder where 
you are when you don't come home at night."

* It's been estimated that a million pigeons 
live in New York City.

* When pop star Christina Aguilera is on 
tour, she insists on having a police escort. 
She hates to be stuck in traffic. 

* Next time you're heading to Illinois, you 
can stop off in Metropolis and visit the self-
declared birthplace of Superman. In honor 

of their hometown superhero, the citizens erected a 15-foot 
bronze statue of him on Main Street.

* It was Abraham Lincoln who signed into law the legislation 
that created the Secret Service. That very night, he was 
assassinated. 

* Those who study such things say that on the 13th of every 
month, triskaidekaphobia causes a loss of $83 million to 
American business due to absenteeism from work and other 
disruptions. 

* In the United States, more babies are born on Oct. 5 than on 
any other day of the year. If you do the math, you'll find that 
New Year's Eve is 9 months and 5 days before that. 
***
Thought for the Day: "Show me a hero, and I will write you a 
tragedy." -- F. Scott Fitzgerald

1. MEASUREMENTS: How many inches are in a 
mile?
2. ASTRONOMY: What does the acronym SETI 
mean to the scientific community?
3. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin prefix "sub-" 

mean in English?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the only president to serve two 
nonconsecutive terms?
5. LITERATURE: Which 20th-century movie star penned the 
autobiography "Me: Stories of My Life"?
6. HISTORY: What was the first National Monument proclaimed in the 
United States?
7. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the island of Luzon located?
8. MOVIES: Which sci-fi movie has the tagline, "Reality is a thing of the 
past"?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What was the name of the United States' 
first nuclear-powered submarine? 
10. GAMES: What are the four railroad properties in Monopoly?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. 63,360 inches
2. Search for extraterrestrial 
intelligence
3. Below or insufficient
4. Grover Cleveland
5. Katharine Hepburn
6. Devils Tower, 1906
7. The Philippines
8. "The Matrix"
9. The USS Nautilus
10. Pennsylvania, Short Line, 
Reading and B&O



Page 6 February 1, 2020    www.RamblerNewspapers.com

ZEST FEST
Continued from Page 1

A customer receives a sample during Zest Fest. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

BRING ON THE HEAT: A chili pepper fan is dressed for the occasion. 
/Photo by Aubrey Turner.

“This event is for all sorts of 
hot sauces and spicy foods,” 
Sompholphardy said. “This 
is our first time at this event. 
We met vendors in Hous-
ton at another event, and 
they said we had to go to this 
event. This one is huge, and we 
have had such a great time.”   
“Our hot sauce is based on 
a Laotian family recipe,” 

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—The Irving Parks 

and Recreation Center hon-
ored the life and work of Martin 

Vasquez said. “We have a story 
behind our sauce. Our brand-
ing is based on that tradition. 
The serpent represents our 
culture, paying honor to where 
our family comes from. 

“Actually, we named our 
company after Johnny’s mom. 
She has been so supportive. 
She cried when she saw we 
named our sauce after her.” 

Irving Arts Center honors MLK with celebration

Fourth graders from Carroll-
ton-Farmers Branch ISD’s Las 
Colinas Elementary traveled to 
Austin and San Antonio on an 
Education in Action Discover 
Texas Field Trip, on Friday, 
Jan. 17, to experience what 
they are learning in Texas His-
tory. Students visited the Texas 
State Capitol and The Alamo.

During the charter bus ride 
to Austin, students discussed 
why Texans are so proud of 
their unique heritage and 
participated in activities and 
games in preparation for their 
day. In Austin the students 
visited the Texas State Capitol 
where their legislators, The 
Honorable Nathan Johnson, 
State Senator, District 16 and 
The Honorable Julie Johnson, 
State Representative, District 
115, office. Students saw first-
hand where Texas laws are 
made as they toured the State 
Capitol including the Senate 

Irving High School’s School 
of Biomedical Sciences recent-
ly hosted its 6th annual science 
fair. 

More than a hundred stu-
dents from Irving High School 
participated in the fair, includ-
ing first-time competitor, Os-
car Ledezma.

“I am beyond excited to be 
competing,” Ledezma said. “I 
know that if I work hard, this 
fair can open so many doors 
for me. It’s giving me the ad-
vantage I need to get into UT 
Southwestern and ultimately 
go into the field of clinical re-
search. I am getting exposed to 
what I will be doing for the rest 
of my life.”

Because the stakes were 
high, Oscar brought his A game 
to the fair. His project focused 
on antibiotic resistance, look-
ing to see if antibiotics help 
more than harm. To test this 
theory, Oscar used E. coli in-
side of blood to test how a 25 
percent and 100 percent con-
centration of ampicillin would 
affect the E. coli. In the end, 
Oscar concluded that antibiot-
ics help in the short term, but 
not in the long term. 

Oscar’s research was one of 
many projects on display as the 
class of biomedical students 
presented their findings on 
various subjects. At the conclu-
sion of the event, the time came 
for the judges’ panel to recog-
nize their work. 

Oscar received honorable 
mention alongside the follow-
ing student projects: 

Sara Losey’s How Does the 
Presence of Magnetism Affect 
Regeneration in Planaria. UT 
Southwestern presented Sara 
Losey the UTSU STARS Award 
for exemplifying an all-around 
great science and presentation.

Alisandra Bustos’ Effect of 
UV Radiation on Raw Meat. 
North Lake College presented 
Alisandra Bustos the North 
Lake College for the Most Out-
standing Presentation. 

Alexander Abarca & Jenifer 
Argueta’s Testing Methods of 
Water Decontamination for Ef-
fectiveness. Irving ISD Signa-
ture Studies presented Alexan-

Dancers perform during the annual celebration. A gallery of photos from the event can 
be viewed online at RamblerNewspapers.com. /Photo by Aubrey Tuner.

Community members act out a scene during the Irving Parks and Recreation Center's 
celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

Luther King Jr. (MLK) at the 
Irving Arts Center on Sunday, 
Jan. 19. The program included 
readings from the three award 

winners from the Irving Parks 
and Recreation’s essay contest, 
music performed by Antioch 
Christian Church choir, dance 
from the Dallas Black Dance 
Theater group Encore, and a 
dramatic performance from 
the Soul Rep Theater. 

“I thought the show was 
amazing,” Cynthia Clark, a 
member of the Antioch Chris-
tian Church choir, said. “It was 
an honor to be here and to rep-
resent all that MLK means to 
us as a minority. We celebrate 
all he did to end segregation, 
and as a musician, it is such a 
gift to be able to celebrate his 
life. This is community-based, 

and it is important to represent 
our culture in the community.  

“I would like to see more 
youth participate in the cele-
bration, especially in the arts 
performances. I want all the 
people in Irving, not just the 
minorities, to come and cele-
brate and pay honor to MLK. 
We have so much diversity, 
and we should celebrate it. I 
feel like Irving has a respon-
sibility to showcase and cele-
brate all facets of the commu-
nity. I would have loved to see 
our minority represented as 
the recipients of the essay con-
test. We need to encourage our 
children to participate in these 
contests and to stand up on 
that stage.”

The winner of the essay con-
test at the middle school level, 
Aarav Kansupada, shared what 
inspired him to enter into the 
contest.  

“I decided to participate in 
the Martin Luther King Jr. es-
say contest, because he is a true 
icon of the American spirit,” 
Kansupada said. “King was a 
great man. Writing about him 
gives honor to his legacy. Next 
year, I would like to encourage 
more students to participate in 
the contest. 

“His actions affect us today, 
especially people of color. The 
rights we have today are due 
to his efforts. There are many 

ways you can remember him, 
including going to a parade, lis-
ten to his speeches, and learn-
ing about him and what made 
him such a great leader.”  

Adian Merritt (15) attend-
ed the event with his grand-
mother.  

“I kind of got dragged here, 
but I ended up enjoying it,” 
Merritt said. “My grandmother 
made sure I already know about 
Martin Luther King, Jr, so I did 
not learn a lot, but it did show 
the information about segrega-
tion in an interesting way. It is 
important to have these cele-
brations. It is a way for younger 
generations to learn about him 
and about what life has been 
like. Even though we may not 
always want to come to these 

things, once we get here, we re-
member it is important.” 

Tony Grimes, Irving and 
Carrollton chapter NAACP 
President, praised the event.

“The city of Irving and Joe 
Moses and his staff did an 
awesome job,” Grimes said. “I 
appreciate the opportunity to 
come out and celebrate. Over-
all, they do a fantastic job. I 
encourage people to come to 
events like this to celebrate 
the diversity we have here in 
Irving. I encourage everyone 
to do something kind for some-
one else. Move forward, past 
the division, and be kind. Ev-
eryone can do something that 
shows kindness the way Dr. 
King taught.”IISD Science fair opens 

doors to college

Elementary students travel to 
Austin with Education in Action

der Abarca and Jenifer Argueta 
the Real World Connection 
Award for making the best con-
nection to the real world.

In addition, the top projects 
were named as follows:

1st place – Anahy Aguirre’s 
Comparing Protein Amounts 
in Red and White Meat at Dif-
ferent Cooking Stages

2nd place – Ruben Picon’s 

How Does Oil Affect Radish 
Plants

3rd place – Darlen Galeas 
& Leslie Cervantes Rojo’s Got 
Bacteria  

The three winning projects 
will compete in the Fort Worth 
Regional Science and Engi-
neering Fair on Feb. 23 and 24.

SOURCE Irving ISD
and House of Representatives 
chambers with a focus on the 
legislative process, leadership, 
and Texas leaders, past and 
present. Students then trav-
eled to San Antonio where 
they toured The Alamo, one of 
the most famous missions in 
the United States, and learned 
about the Battle of the Alamo’s 
role in the Texas Revolution.

“Education in Action’s Dis-
cover Texas Field Trips are 
based on the understanding 

that the most effective way for 
students to learn is through 
experience,” Lacey Phillips, 
Discover Texas Field Trips 
director, said. “Student ac-
tivities during Discover Tex-
as Field Trips reinforce and 
supplement Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) 
learning objectives in fun and 
hands-on ways at significant 
Texas sites that bring the con-
tent to life.”

SOURCE CFB ISD
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North Texas lenders receive awards for their recent business successes. /Photo provided by Small Business Administration.

GARDEN
Continued from Page 2

See SBA
Page 8

FUN AND GAMES: Community members play with a Chinese Yo-Yo 
during the new year celebration. /Photo by Stacey Doud.

CHINESE NEW YEAR
Continued from Page 3

Boys and girls plant seeds in a tower garden. /Photo by John Starkey.

By Ariel Graham
Irving—William “Bill” Man-

ger, head of the U.S. Small 
Business Administration Cap-
ital Access, honored some of 
the top North Texas lenders 
during an awards luncheon at 
the Las Colinas Country Club 
on Wednesday, Jan. 15.

The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) empowers 
entrepreneurs and small busi-

“There’s a teacher in Brook-
lyn, and he is changing the 
whole face of Brooklyn by tak-
ing warehouses and having 
these tower farms everywhere 
they’re able to grow this food 
and generationally feed peo-
ple,” Dye said. “The kids are at 
school. They’re learning about 
this as part of a STEM curric-
ulum, then people come in 
and they are able to get food 
and take it home so they can 
start having nutritious food. 
And they are able to teach their 
families how to prepare these 
meals.

“It also teaches these kids 
how to nurture something. 
That’s why we had them stand 
in line and gave them all their 
seeds. We’re going to keep 
track of whose seed is whose, 
so they’re going to be able to 
measure it and see it grow and 
take care of it, which is amaz-
ing for them.”

The tower garden system is 
a vertical tower structure that 
allows up to 20 plants such as 
fruits, vegetables, spices, or 
flowers to grow in one unit. The 
tower takes up very little room 
and allows the plants to be 
cultivated in three square feet. 
The hydroponic system can be 
placed indoors or outdoors. 
The plants rely on water and 
provided nutrients for growth 
without soil.

Tower gardens like these 
have become highly popular in 
recent years in large cities due 
to their small footprint and the 

quality of food these gardens 
produce. Many organizations 
and businesses, from major 
sports teams to Disney have 
started using tower gardens to 
produce foods for their restau-
rants and kitchens.

“The San Francisco Giants 
ball field has a tower garden,” 
Dye said. “The Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport does the 
big tower gardens, and they 
supply food for all the restau-
rants. We all need food. A lot 
of restaurants, especially in the 
bigger cities [also use tower 
gardens]. You don’t have a lot 
of time and space to grow your 
own food, and the research that 
has been done on these tower 
gardens shows that the food is 
so nutritious, and you’re only 
using a tub that holds 20 gal-
lons of water.”

Lt. Acosta hopes their pro-
gram will be the first of many 
tower gardens in Irving.

“We’re hoping the hydro-
ponics will grow here in the 
center where the kids can have 
more of them and hopefully we 
can spread it out to our other 
programs, like our older adults 
and our younger teens,” Acosta 
said. “The kids in the Boys and 
Girls Club will be able to show 
their parents they can plant 
some food they’ll actually be 
able to eat at their own homes. 
Hopefully, this is just a little, 
tiny seed planted in them that 
will grow and help change our 
community.”
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My Hero Convention: Texas 
Smash
January 31 – February 2
My Hero Convention: Texas Smash 
is a three day event being held at the 
Irving Convention Center to celebrate 
anime and manga, focusing on the 
My Hero Academia fandom, as well 
as general pop culture and animation, 
while bringing together a diverse list 
of guests, vendors, artists, and fan 
groups, in an affordable, family 
friendly environment. 

Zero Waste Living 
February 1, 2 PM 
Reduce your carbon footprint by 
learning how you can lower your waste 
and plastic usage which will help you 
save money, live healthier, and live in 
a way that benefits the environment. 

At the Cozby Library and Community 
Commons.

Fall Prevention and Dementia 
February 2, 2 PM 
Learn about fall prevention and caring 
for older adults with dementia in the 
home. In partnership with Dulce Bhatt, 
Doctor of Physical Therapy of GeriPT, 
and Amber Masood, CEO of AccuAid 
Care Services. At the Cozby Library 
and Community Commons.

League of Women Voters
February 5, 7 to 9 p.m. 
The League of Women Voters of Irving 
will host a forum for all candidates for 
Texas’ 24th Congressional District at 
the Valley Ranch Library, 401 Cimarron 
Trail in Irving. Parking is free. 

gami rats, because I felt like the 
Chinese Zodiac is a big part of 
[Chinese] tradition, and I think 
it’s really important we em-
brace the Year of the Rat. I love 

doing crafts, so I just thought 
to embrace some American 
stuff that we do here, along 
with traditional Chinese stuff.”

Small Business Administration 
honors DFW lenders

ness owners with the resources 
and support they need to start, 
grow or expand their business-
es, or recover from a declared 
disaster. It delivers services 
through an extensive network 
of SBA field offices and part-
nerships with public and pri-
vate organizations.

“The way the SBA operates 
is we guarantee loans that 
are made by banks and non-

bank lenders,” Manger said. 
“If somebody wants to start a 
restaurant and they go into a 
bank, the bank may say, ‘That’s 
a little too much risk for us, 
we’re not going to make that 
loan because the risk is too 
great for us.’ But with an SBA 
guarantee on that loan, in 
many instances we guarantee 

75 percent of the value of that 
loan, so we act as a backstop. If 
we are able to reduce the risk to 
the bank, they’re more willing 
to make the loan to that small 
business.”

SBA loan approvals to en-
trepreneurs in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth District (DFW) have 
surpassed $1 billion for the last 
three years. The DFW District, 
which covers 72 Texas coun-
ties, remains one of the top 
loan producers in the South 
Central Region.

“We have a lot of great lend-
ers in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area participating in the SBA 
[504] loan programs, which are 
doing extremely well,” Manger 
said. “We have certified devel-
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this celebration. It is important 
to remember the struggles our 
ancestors went through, and 
this is a good reminder of that 
as well.”  

“It is important that every-
one attend these events,” El-
bert said. “This is not a black 
and white thing, this is for ev-
eryone. We need to celebrate 
our diversity and come togeth-
er. We are stronger together, 
and it is good to remember that 
at events like this.” 

“This is important for the 
African American community 
of course,” Tamara said. “But 
we grow as one community. 
We grow by following what 
Martin Luther King taught, 
not looking at the color of one’s 
skin. I cannot understand who 
you are without participating 
in things that are important to 
you. It is the same with events 
like this parade. I love various 
cultures and inclusiveness. It is 
important for people of all rac-
es to come out to these events 
and share in our culture, just 
like it is important for me to go 
and celebrate with you other 
times. 

“We need to look at each 
other and really love each oth-
er. We love people, and we love 
the city we live in. We want to 
continue to see a unified front. 
We are so grateful for Grand 
Prairie for putting on an event 
like this.”

HONORING A LEGEND:
Students walk in the Grand Prairie 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
parade. More photos from the 
parade can be viewed online at 
RamblerNewspapers.com
/Photos by Aubrey Turner and Rodney J. 
Moore.

Dallas—A contract for the 
construction of the infill Hid-
den Ridge Station along the 
Orange Line has been ap-
proved by Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit (DART).

Archer Western Construc-
tion will build the station in 
Irving between existing North 
Lake College and Irving Con-
vention Center stations for 
$11,620,350.

In 2018, DART and the City 
of Irving executed an agree-
ment for funding of the station, 
formerly known as Carpenter 
Ranch Station. The city agreed 
to fund the construction and 
has already deposited $3.2 mil-
lion with DART.

DART agreed to the Hidden 
Ridge Station name change to 
tie-in with the city’s $1 billion 
project nearby. That 110-acre 
mixed use development for 
Verizon Communications Inc. 
includes retail and restaurants, 

across the country, we are see-
ing about a 30 percent increase 
in this program, and there are 
two reasons for that.

“One is we have extended 
the term of those loans from 20 
years to 25 years, giving small 
business borrowers an extra 
60 months in which to repay 
the loans. In addition, interest 
rates are so low right now. With 
this program, you are getting 
an interest rate in the vicinity 
of 4 percent, and to get 4 per-
cent interest rate locked in for 
25 years, it’s just amazing for a 
small business owner. A lot of 
people want to start their own 
small business or grow their 
small business to the next level, 
and they’re doing that with the 
help of SBA loans.”

DART awards contract for 
Hidden Ridge Station in Irving

SBA
Continued from Page 7

apartments, a hotel and addi-
tional office space.  

The station, which was de-
ferred from original construc-
tion to DFW International 
Airport in 2010, boasts 136 
parking spaces, six bus bays 
and five kiss-and-ride spaces. 

Upon completion in Decem-
ber, DART will have 65 stations 

In November, the Nimitz 
Navy JROTC competed with 
over 81 schools at the Pride 
of North Texas Drill Meet at 
Lewisville High School. They 
placed among the top 16 teams, 
qualifying them for the Navy 
JROTC drill team state compe-
tition at Texas A&M University 
in February.

along its light rail corridor, the 
longest light rail system in 

North America.
SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit

Nimitz cadets 
march to state

At the Lewisville regional 
drill, they won first place in 
Overall Service, Overall Navy 
JROTCs, Armed Regulation 
Drill for boys and girls, Un-
armed Regulation Drill for girls 
and Physical Training events.

They will be competing in 
one more meet in the upcom-
ing weeks in Tomball, Texas. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

opment companies here that 
are seeing a huge increase in 
loans to small businesses. And 


