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EXCELLENT BALANCE: A young 
gymnast performs a routine during the 
Texas Prime Meet. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

GRAND OPENING: Grand Prairie city officials cut the ribbon for PlayGrand. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

SWING TIME: A mother and daughter try out the new two seater swing during the 
opening of PlayGrand. /Photo by Ariel Graham.
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By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Irving’s annual State 

of the City address was marked 
by celebration as community 
leaders gathered to hear about 

By Ariel Graham
Grand Prairie—Kids across 

DFW now have a new place to 
play as the city of Grand Prairie 
celebrated the opening of Play-
Grand Adventures on Wednes-
day, Jan. 15.

PlayGrand Adventures 
provides a safe and fun play-
ground experience for children 
of all ages and abilities. The 
playground includes adventure 
areas designed to stimulate, 
challenge, and encourage de-
velopment of several skill sets 
while providing social interac-
tion, sense of discovery, cre-
ativity, and exercise.

“Our vision is bringing peo-
ple together to change lives,” 
Cheryl De Leon, director of the 
Grand Prairie Parks, Arts, and 
Recreation Department, said. 
“PlayGrand Adventures does 
just that. It will touch many 
lives and will create many awe-
some memories.”

Currently, PlayGrand Ad-
ventures consists of two ad-
venture areas. Adventure Zone 
is a high-intensity play area 
with climbing ropes, spinning 
globes, musical instruments 
and swing sets. Adventure Hill 
consists of slides, see-saws and 
play areas of varying heights 
and accessibility. Each area has 
different zones and features 
designed for kids of different 
ages, from 6 months old to 12 
years old. The city plans to add 
even more adventure areas to 
PlayGrand later in the year. 

PlayGrand Adventures is the 
final major project in Grand 
Prairie’s EpicCentral develop-
ment, alongside Epic Waters 
indoor water park and The 
Epic recreation center.

“When I was elected in 2013, 
we had the vision to do The 

State of the City shares insights 
the achievements of 2019.

During the 2020 State of the 
City address, Brad Watson, for-
mer WFAA anchor and current 
senior director of community 

affairs for TXU Energy, inter-
viewed Mayor Rick Stopfer 
about the success of Irving in 
the past year as well as what 
is to come in 2020. Watson 

started the interview by ask-
ing Stopfer why the event was 
called “Irving Inspired.”

“I’m inspired every day by 
the men and women who are in 

this room, by employees who 
work for the city, for the busi-
nesses that make Irving home,” 
Stopfer said.

“Irving has 12 Fortune 1,000 
companies headquartered 
here,” Watson said. “Irving 
is the headquarters of head-
quarters. It’s first in corporate 
headquarters leader of popula-
tions less than 300,000. Over-
all, Irving is eighth in corporate 

headquarters, and your peers 
are New York and Chicago.”

“We’re very fortunate,” Stop-
fer said. “Irving is a city that’s 
made up of neighborhoods. 
This year alone, there were 
over 550 new single family 
homes built.PlayGrand Adventures offers 

fun for kids of all abilities

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—Gymnasts from 

around the world gathered for 
the Texas Prime Meet hosted 
in the Irving Convention Cen-
ter, Jan. 17-19. Presented by 
Texas Dreams Gymnastics in 
Coppell, the meet offered com-
petition in a variety of events as 

Gymnasts 
flip in Irving

well as a high-level “Legendz 
Cup” competition with star 
gymnasts leading the teams. 

“I am a level seven gym-
nast. I do vault, floor, beam, 
and bars,” Brinkley Cocher, a 
12-year-old gymnast from Lub-

Epic, Epic Waters and Play-
Grand Adventures,” Mayor 
Ron Jensen said. “We celebrat-
ed the two year anniversary of 
Epic Waters this past Satur-
day. It’s doing fantastic. Then 
shortly after that, we opened 
The Epic. Today, we’re opening 
the third, and what I think the 
best thing a city can do for its 
citizens, and that’s PlayGrand 
Adventures.

“I knew we were on to some-
thing big [with PlayGrand Ad-
ventures] because after I an-
nounced all three components 
at my State of the City address 
in 2014, [a mother] came and 
thanked us for this because she 
knew how important this was 
to the children and adults and 
wounded warriors not just in 
our community, but around 
the North Texas region.”

Davis Sargent, president of 
Stripe-A-Zone in Grand Prai-
rie, saw first-hand the fun that 
can be had at PlayGrand.

“We brought Kyle [my 
grandson] to the park this past 
weekend,” Sargent said. “It was 
cold. It wasn’t a very pretty day, 
but it was tons of fun for him. 

We kept trying to get him to 
leave, and his mom asked him 
‘When do you want to leave, 
Kyle?’ He said, ‘When it’s bed-
time.’”

Sargent and his company is 
one of the sponsors for Play-
Grand Adventures. He said as 
much fun as his grandson had 

at the park, it will be even more 
fun for kids who have never 
had the chance to play like this 
before.

“There’s a ride over there 
that you can put a wheelchair 
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By Luke Schumacher
During the 2019 Texas leg-

islative session, lawmakers 
passed a bill that limits a city’s 
regulations on construction 
materials. House Bill 2439 was 
passed June 14, 2019 and went 
into effect on Sept. 1. The bill 
pertains to “certain regulations 
regarding building products, 
materials, or methods” being 
prohibited by governmental 
entities. 

“It takes away a city’s free-
dom to dictate its own path,” 
Suzanne Arnold, chief building 
official for Coppell, said. “These 
are freedoms we’ve always en-
joyed to be able to determine 
the aesthetic of our communi-
ty, the quality of our buildings, 
and to take that away, it’s been 
startling to us.”

“A bill like this simply says, 
‘It doesn’t matter what the lo-
cal community wants, what the 

Cities wrestle
 with state 

building codes
local residents want, the state 
knows better, so we’re going 
to pass one comprehensive 
rule that applies to everybody, 
regardless of what your own 
individual community wants,’” 
Steven Reed, director of Plan-
ning and Community Develop-
ment in Irving, said. “The com-
munity should have the ability 
to control its own character, 
its own standards, its own des-
tiny. Cities adopt regulations 
and ordinances and plans and 
things to try to guide that. It’s 
all based on what the commu-
nity is telling their leaders they 
want to see.”

The bill states that govern-
mental entities “may not adopt 
or enforce a rule, charter provi-
sion, ordinance, order, build-
ing code, or other regulation 
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