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GROUND BREAKING: Coppell city leaders officially break ground for a new fire station. /Photo by John Starkey.
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LEGO-BOTICS: Hari Paidi and Syam Burujala (left to right) focus on building their robotics. /Photo by Aubrey Turner.

The Jack D. Huffman Community Building is home to The Irving Archives and Museum 
and The Study USA. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Jack D. Huffman 

served as Irving’s City Manager 
for 20 years. From 1973 1993, 
Huffman executed numerous 
projects that directly impact 
the city today.

“Valley Ranch was nothing 

By Aubrey Turner
Farmers Branch—Most 

boys do not spend their Sat-
urday mornings creating a 
sustainable, futuristic city. Yet 
that is how the Zoombots of 
Irving: Divyanshu Matam-So-
maskhar, Hari Paidi, Syam Bu-
rujula, Abhiram Vallanki, Mo-
hit Bumjula, Hymand Shaik, 
and Vashist Akula, spent every 
Saturday for several months. 
The boys, ages 10 to 13, worked 
with their coach to build a ro-
bot and a city plan for the 12th 
annual North Texas FIRST 
LEGO® League Regional 
Championship Robotics Tour-
nament.  

The members of team Zoom-
bots live in the same Irving 
neighborhood, and their fami-
lies are friends.  

“We spent about 15 hours 
just building our robot,” Hari 

By Luke Schumacher
Irving—Residents from and 

around Irving celebrated the 
Valentine season by recreating 
a house warming party from 
over 100 years ago.

The Irving Heritage Society 
hosted its annual Vintage Val-
entine Tea on Sunday, Feb. 9. 
The event is directly influenced 
by the Valentine party the 
Schulze family held in 1914.

“It’s Valentine’s season, and 
this is part of the Valentine’s 

By Ariel Graham
Coppell—The city of Coppell 

held a groundbreaking cere-
mony for the new Coppell Fire 
Station #4 on Tuesday, Jan. 
28.

Fire Station #4 will be locat-
ed on the city’s west side at 440 
Northpoint Drive. Fire Chief 
Kevin Richardson said Fire 
Station #4 will provide much 
needed service to the city’s rap-
idly-growing industrial area.

“It’s been 23 years since we 
added a fire station to the city 
of Coppell,” Chief Richardson 
said. “During that time frame, 
the west side of town, the in-
dustrial district, has grown 
tremendously. This fire station 
will provide us the best loca-
tion to provide service to all the 
businesses and people who are 
here on this side of town.”

The new station will also put 
Coppell in compliance of the 
industry standard for response 
time and will also protect their 
Class One ISO rating, some-
thing city council member Cliff 
Long said is of vital importance 

City breaks ground for fire station

to the citizens of Coppell.
“We want to maintain our 

[Class One ISO] rating for the 
fire department, because that 
provides our citizens their 
lowest premium rate on their 
insurance,” Long said. “We’ve 

had it for a number of years, 
and we want to keep it that 
way. As the city’s growing, it’s 
created an issue for us to get to 
the fires as quickly as we need 
to, and that’s part of the pro-
cess they go through to deter-

mine if we get the number one 
rating.”

Long said the new station 
will not only provide citizens 
with fire and rescue service, 
but emergency medical service 
as well.

“All of the firefighters who 
work in Coppell are also para-
medics,” Long said. “So, it pro-
vides not only what you would 
typically think of for emergen-
cies and fires, but also adds a 
medical element where they 
will be closer and be able to get 
to [emergencies] more quickly. 
Safety is premier in Coppell. 
That’s one of our principles, 
even on the council, is safety 
for our citizens.”

The new station will be ap-
proximately 12,000 square 

feet, and will also double as a 
storage facility for the fire de-
partment’s reserve equipment 
and gear.

“This fire station will have a 
minimum of 4 people initially 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year, 
with some opportunity for ex-
pansion,” Richardson said. “On 
the other side of the fire station 
is a resource center, which is 
our storage facility. So it’s both 
a fire station and a storage fa-
cility. It has our reserve equip-
ment, our supplies, our equip-
ment, and anything else that 
we need, uniforms, protective 
clothing, air management, all 
that stuff will be housed in that 
one building.”

“We are excited about this 
firehouse, it allows the rest of 
the city to have as great a ser-
vice as the [areas] close to the 
existing fire stations,” Mayor 
Karen Hunt said. “The fire de-
partment has always had ac-
cess to the west side, but this 
provides much better service, 
and it will make a difference 
in our community. This will be 
the last fire station we build, be-
cause we really, truly have full 
coverage of all our commercial 
buildings and residences in the 
entire city.”

Fire Station #4 is expected to 
open in December of 2020.

Romance fills air 
at Valentine Tea

celebrations,” Gary Schepf, 
Valentine Tea chair for the 
Irving Heritage Society, said. 
“We’re trying to bring back the 
culture and the heritage of tra-
ditional society where people 
came together and they social-
ized with a tea, which is the way 
people socialized for years. The 
food, the silver, and the decora-
tions are based upon that time 

Students compete in 
robotics tournament

Paidi (13) said. “It is fun to 
build a robot with your friends. 
But we tried to focus and do 
work too. Our older siblings 
also have a team, so that is how 
we learned about this. We all 
like science and engineering, 

so it made sense to make a 
team with our friends and par-
ticipate in this competition. We 
had a lot of enthusiasm in our 
competition and a great atti-

City commemorates 
late city manager

but fields,” Bruce Burns, a col-
league and friend of Huffman, 
said. “[Huffman and I were] 
were developing the property 
out in Valley Ranch. I worked 
with Jack in a big way in doing 



Page 2 February 15, 2020    www.RamblerNewspapers.com

972-870-1992 | johns@ramblernewspapers.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net

Owners            Stacey & John Starkey

To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 
972-870-1992.

The entire contents of this newspaper is the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $45 per year. 
The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and public 
areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 17 Issue 7 is published weekly 
for $45 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Rambler is Copyrighted 2020

Nathan Abyeta and Wilbert Dudley demonstrate how to butcher a pig. /Photo by 
Terrance Porter.

Lance McWhorter serves Mangalitsa/Red Wattle Cross Pig during Cochon555. /Photo 
by Terrance Porter.
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Irving—Xitlaly Herrera and 
Jeronimo Diaz have a lot in 
common.

Both found an escape in the 
water and began swimming at 
a young age. The two compete 
on their respective schools’ 
swim teams, as well as the club 
team O2. Both have mastered 
the art of time management, 
juggling advanced courses, 
homework and swim practices 
in the morning and afternoon. 
The two are district champion 
swimmers headed to regionals 
in four events (the maximum 
allowed by the UIL).

Herrera, a sophomore at 
Nimitz, claimed gold in the 
200 freestyle, while Diaz, a 
MacArthur junior, took the ti-
tle in the 500 freestyle at the 
district swim meet on Jan. 16. 

“It was very painful, because 
I went straight from a relay 
into my next event,” Herrera 
said. “Knowing I beat everyone 
pumped me up. I wasn’t ex-
pecting that. But there I was on 
the podium; first place.”

Herrera also took fourth in 
the 100 fly and qualified in two 
relays, the 200 medley and the 
200 freestyle. 

Diaz won the bronze in the 
200 freestyle and qualified in 
the 200 freestyle and 400 free-
style relays. 

“Freestyle is when you swim 
any stroke you want, back-
stroke, fly, breaststroke,” Diaz 
said. “But my favorite event 
is the 200 IM. That’s basical-
ly the four strokes. You start 
with fly, then go to backstroke, 
then breaststroke and you end 
in freestyle. You’re switching 
the whole time, and you have 
to think how you’re going to 
do everything different. I like 
the challenge, and at the end, 
you’re completely drained.”

Unlike Diaz, Herrera has a 
specific favorite event.

“People think I’m crazy be-
cause I like fly,” Herrera said. 
“You use your whole body, 
your core. The pain that it in-
volves; I like it. It builds me up 
and gives me more energy to 
keep going.”

But just like Diaz, she thrives 
on the mental challenge of 
swimming. 

“I like the individual as-
pect,” she said. “It involves a 

Nimitz, MacArthur students win district

lot of mentality and physical 
work. But it’s mostly about the 
mental part. If you’re not there 
mentally, then you’re not there 
physically either. On the days 
when I’m not there, it makes 
me want to come back the next 
day and prove to myself I’m 
there and I know what I’m do-
ing and I’m being better.”

Although the two still have a 
few years left of high school and 
club competition, both hope to 
continue their swimming ca-
reers beyond graduation. 

“I’m trying to get a schol-
arship for swimming, but if I 
can’t, it doesn’t matter,” Diaz 
said. “I’ll find a master’s club 
wherever I’m going and keep 
swimming, because it’s really 
helpful and something I need. 
I like the feeling of being in 
water, moving up and down, 
not in the regular way that we 
move forward on land. It’s re-
laxing. It’s an escape for me. 
It’s a nice feeling just pushing 
yourself and trying harder to 
get better times and testing 
yourself in a different way.”

The two will represent Irving 
ISD, along with 24 other quali-
fiers, at the regional swim meet 
at the Lewisville ISD Westside 
Aquatic Center.

A complete list of regional 
qualifiers from Irving ISD can 
be found below:

Girls 200 Medley Relay – 
Nimitz (Bianca Benitez, Xitlaly 
Herrera, Marcela Lara, Andrea 
Arana Torres)

Boys 200 Yard Medley Relay 
– Irving (Kevin Carcamo, Adlai 
Olivares Molina, Alan Aldana, 
Geremias Bran Gomez)

Girls 200 Yard Freestyle – 
Xitlaly Herrera (Nimitz); Nan-
cy Sosa (Irving)

Boys 200 Yard Freestyle – 
Jeronimo Diaz (MacArthur)

Girls 200 Yard IM – Sari 
Guzman (MacArthur)

Boys 200 Yard IM – Andrew 
Rivera Scott (Irving)

Girls 50 Yard Freestyle – 
Leilah Osorio (MacArthur)

Girls 100 Yard Butterfly – 
Xitlaly Herrera (Nimitz)

Girls 100 Yard Freestyle – 
Nancy Sosa (Irving)

Boys 500 Yard Freestyle – 
Jeronimo Diaz (MacArthur); 
Lorenzo Juarez Romo (Nimitz)

Girls 200 Yard Freestyle 
Relay – Irving (Ibeth Men-
chaca, Valeria Ventura Castro, 
Joselyn Coreas, Nancy Sosa); 
Nimitz (Zwany Viruet, Andrea 
Arana Torres, Marcela Lara, 
Xitlaly Herrera)

Boys 200 Yard Freestyle 
Relay – Irving (Austin Rivera 
Scott, Max Cabezas, Tanner 
Rose, Andrew Rivera Scott); 
MacArthur (Hunter Capulong, 
Roberto Perez Lopez, Daniel 

Navarro, Jeronimo Diaz)
Girls 100 Yard Backstroke – 

Sari Guzman (MacArthur)
Boys 100 Yard Backstroke – 

Andrew Rivera Scott (Irving); 
Hunter Capulong (MacArthur)

Boys 100 Yard Breaststroke 
– Austin Rivera Scott (Irving)

Girls 400 Yard Freestyle 
Relay – MacArthur (Vanessa 
Romero, Sari Guzman, Ashley 
Argueta Guevara, Leilah Os-
orio); Irving (Joselyn Coreas, 
Ibeth Menchaca, Diana Leal, 
Nancy Sosa); Nimitz (Andrea 
Arana Torres, Zwany Viruet, 
Mariela Lara, Marcela Lara)

Boys 400 Yard Freestyle 
Relay – Irving (Andrew Rive-
ra Scott, Max Cabezas, Tanner 
Rose, Austin Rivera Scott); 
MacArthur (Hunter Capulong, 
Roberto Perez Lopez, Dan-
iel Navarro, Jeronimo Diaz); 
Nimitz (Jayro Mejia, Trevor 
Ellenbecker, Lorenzo Juarez 
Romo, Brian Amaya).

SOURCE Irving ISD

Chief competition heats up in Irving

NFL veteran, philanthro-
pist, entrepreneur, the accom-
plishments of Akin Ayodele are 
many, but as with any journey, 
it all comes back to the begin-
ning.

The oldest of four, Akin grew 
up in Irving under the wings of 
a single mother who worked 
tirelessly to give her household 
the best of everything. The best 
wasn’t measured in material 
value, but rather those things 
that money can’t buy, the 
things made with love. When 
you speak with him today, it’s 
this same love that is the moti-
vation behind the man he has 
become.

“The thing that got me up 
everyday was my family,” he 
says. During Akin’s time in the 
league, he wrote the names of 
his mom and siblings on his 
wristband every game day. His 
family is in many ways the in-
spiration that pushed him even 
as a young boy growing up.

As a teenager trying to find 
his place in the world, Akin’s 
sights were set on building 
a future for himself and for 
his family. It wasn’t until he 
walked into MacArthur High 
School that his question of how 
to do so was answered. After 
reading an article in ‘Sports 
Illustrated’ about college schol-
arships, Akin’s world changed.

“I knew college would be the 
vessel,” he said. “Something 
told me that if I could just 
get to college, the resources, 
the learning and the teaching 
would be there for me. If I was 
ever going to change the trajec-
tory of my family, this was it.”

Akin saw college as his way 
forward into a world beyond 
where he was, and the way 
there for him was football. 

I AM featuring
Akin Ayodele

Never having played orga-
nized football, a young 5′ 6″ 
freshman introduced him-
self to Coach Ray Overton, 
the MacArthur head football 
coach, asking for a shot on the 
field.

He worked hard, and Akin’s 
struggles with dyslexia brought 
even more challenges. Howev-
er, four years later, the kid they 
once called “stone hands” land-
ed a spot at Purdue University. 

“I really enjoyed [college],” 
Akin said. “It was almost as if 
I was a late bloomer, and the 
lights were turned off. Then, 
I finally turned on the lights, 
and I could see everything. 
There were new doors and new 
rooms I was discovering in my 
mind and in myself.”

After garnering a successful 
collegiate career and a nine-
year stint in the NFL, playing 
linebacker for the Dallas Cow-
boys, Miami Dolphins, Den-
ver Broncos, and Buffalo Bills, 
Akin later returned to aca-
demia to obtain his MBA. 

“My roots are here,” Akin 
said. Irving and MacArthur 
High School have his heart. 
He makes time to give back to 
the place he says gave him so 
much.

One way is through the Mi-
chael Tilmon Scholarship, 
which Akin founded and 
named after his late friend and 
former MacArthur classmate. 
Akin lost Michael during their 
senior year of high school in a 
tragic car accident that Akin 
also suffered injuries from. 
Now the scholarship honors 
seniors who hope to attend col-
lege and set out on their own 
journeys.

SOURCE Irving ISD

By Terrance Porter
Irving—The 10th annual 

charitable culinary competi-
tion Cochon555 made its first 
stop at the Four Seasons Re-
sort Dallas at Las Colinas on 
Sunday, February 9. 

Food, wine, whiskey, and 

even desserts made the room 
buzz with excitement as a DJ 
kept music playing, and every-
one experienced the creations 
of some of the best area chefs. 

In another room, half of a 
large Duroc pig from Augustus 
Ranch adorned a wooden table 

before it was expertly chopped 
and sliced into pieces as part 
of a butcher’s demonstration. 
For the second year in a row, 
Wilbert Dudley and Nathan 
Abeyta, from Deep Cuts, a 
Dallas butcher shop, demon-
strated the parts of a swine that 
become sausage, bacon, ribs, 
racks, hocks, and loins. 

“These days in the super-
markets, they have no idea how 
to do any this,” Abeyta said. 
“They just take it out of the box 
and throw it in a case. When we 
started the shop, we weren’t in-
terested in that. We wanted to 
have the full picture and teach 
folks.” 

Dudley is pleased that peo-
ple want locally sourced meat. 

“It’s coming around. There 
will be more neighborhood 
markets,” Dudley said. “They’re 
going to bring you whole pigs, 
drop off it, and tell you what 
they want off of it. One or two 
of us processing that animal 
for that individual will make it 
worth it again.” 

The generation after Dudley 
began his profession sacrificed 
quality for cheaper prices and 

less wait time. Fortunately, 
some people seek out the best 
meat available.

Cochon is French for “pig” 
and the triple fives represent 
the number of competitors in 
two competitions: food and 
wine. The five chefs were each 
given a pig to create dishes for 
all attendees. 

Running in tandem with 
the chef competition was the 
Somm Smackdown, where 
five local sommeliers were 
challenged to produce the best 
wine pairings to complement 
the menu of their partner chef. 
Daniel Miller of Grace in Fort 
Worth took home the hon-
ors, beating out Don Meyers 
of Sassetta, Adam Bernstein 
of Del Frisco’s Double Eagle 
Steakhouse, Morgan Wallen of 
Grape Passion and Aaron Ben-
son of The French Room. Dan-
iel’s selections included a 2014 
Cantina della Volta Lambrusco 
Rosé and a 2014 Marabino Ar-
chimede Nero d’Avola.

The competing chefs includ-
ed Lance McWhorter, Rich 
Vana, Andrea Shackelford, 
Anastacia Quiñones-Pittman, 

and Chef Christof Syré of LAW 
at the Four Seasons Resort 
Dallas at Las Colinas. 

The crowd voted “Best Bites 
of the Day” title went to Chef 
McWhorter. Menu highlights 

included Whipped Lardo Ril-
lettes with Caviar, BBQ Belly 
Burnt Ends and a Jambon 
Corn Dog. The newly crowned 
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CELEBRATION: CMW Financial celebrates their 30th year anniversary with a ribbon cutting on Thursday, Feb. 6.   /Photo by 
John Starkey. 

Proudly sponsors the 
DFW Humane Society animal listings 

Put a paw print in 
your heart and a best 
friend in your home!

Hi there. My name is Jack. I’m 2 years old, 
and was rescued from another shelter. They 
say I’m an American Pit Bull mix. But Pit Bulls 
are calm, and I’m an active boy. My beautiful 
smooth brindle coat and energy level, indicate 
Plott Hound mix. I’ve learned some commands, 
including I will retrieve toys and drop at your feet. 
Come meet me. I will be chilling and waiting.

Hello, world! I’m Libby! At first, 
I may seem a little bit timid but 
after you hang out with me, 
you’ll see that I love attention 
and petting! I’m a petite girl with 
extraordinary markings. I enjoy 
hanging out with other cats 
exploring my surroundings and 
checking out the other wonderful 
cats that are here with me. 

Jack

Libby

Hours:
Monday-Friday
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday
9 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Sunday
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

By Ariel Graham
DFW Airport—Over a doz-

en teenagers departed DFW 
Airport on their journey to 
Colorado for the Scottish Rite’s 
annual Amputee Ski Trip on 
Monday, Feb. 10.

Fourteen teenage patients, 
as well as medical staff and 
hospital chaperones, will 
spend a week at the National 
Sports Center for the Disabled 
(NSCD) in Winter Park, Col-
orado. The trip started when 
Scottish Rite for Children 
chief of staff emeritus John A. 
“Tony” Herring, M.D., had the 
idea for the event.

“[Dr. Herring] had gone to an 
orthopedic conference where 
adaptive skiing had been fea-
tured,” Don Cummings, head 
of the prosthetic division at 
Scottish Rite for Children, said. 
“He came back saying that’d be 
a great idea, and we needed to 
take some of our kids there. So 
they got a group and took them 
up there that year. There were 
14 kids, and we went to the 
NSCD. 

“The National Sports Cen-
ter for the disabled is one of 
the premier adaptive sports 
centers in the U.S. and they 
specialize in skiing. They took 
a group up the first year to see 
how it worked, and 39 years 
later, we still continue to do it.

“NSCD has instructors 
trained in whatever adaptive 
type of skiing the patients are 

Teens prepare to depart on the Scottish Rite’s annual Amputee Ski Trip. /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Kids depart for Amputee Ski Trip

doing. If they teach someone 
to ski on one leg without rig-
gers, [the instructors] have to 
learn how to ski like that them-
selves. They do blind skiing, so 
if they have to teach a visually 
impaired student, they have to 
learn how to ski without sight, 
being blindfolded. It’s a really 
unique program. We’re trying 
to make sure the instructors 
completely understand the dis-
ability and how to adapt equip-
ment and how to train some-
body to ski that way.”

For the past 15 years, Amer-
ican Airlines has provided 
transportation for the trip. The 
teens were sent off with a Star 
Wars-themed party, which in-
cluded photo ops with mem-

bers of the local 501st Legion 
Star Wars cosplay group and 
the DFW Airport K-9 Crew.

“I speak for all of my Amer-
ican Airline colleagues when 
I say it’s a delight for all of us 

to be part of today’s event,” 
Bruce Sickler, chairperson of 
Employees with Disabilities 
Resource Group, said. “Each 
year we host this event, all of 
us at American Airlines grow 

even more inspired by the ex-
ceptional teenagers who partic-
ipate. It’s truly an honor for us 
to assist such a great group of 
people.”

For many teens, this is their 
first time on the trip. But some 
teens, like Cody McCasland, 
are already veteran skiers.

“I’m very excited to get to 
go back for my fourth year on 
the ski trip,” McCastland said. 
“It’s just such an amazing trip 
to get to see everyone improve 
or getting to try skiing or snow-
boarding for their first time 
and getting to see all the smiles 
and everyone just having such 
a great time, overcoming their 
challenges and being able to 
ski and board and do whatever 
they want.

“The NSCD is such an amaz-
ing place. They have tons of 
amazing volunteers that help 
you do whatever you want. 
They know how to help people 

without legs ski, snowboard, 
ski bike. Anything that you 
want to do, they will teach you 
how to do it right. There’s no 
such thing as a challenge or a 
disability there, they don’t let 
you say no.”

But it’s about so much more 
than hitting the slopes for some 
winter fun. Cummings said this 
trip is really about giving kids 
the chance to bond with other 
kids just like them.

“The skiing is really just an 
excuse to get the group up 
there,” Cummings said. “It’s 
really more about the rela-
tionships that get built and the 
understanding they gain from 
each other. And nowadays they 
come back and they’re on social 
media with each other. They 
have this support group going 
on that continues on and on, so 
many of them stay in touch for 
years and years afterwards.”

Company reaches milestone

Irving—Keep Irving Beau-
tiful (KIB) hosted a volunteer 
opportunity during the Reli-
gious Conference Management 
Association (RCMA) Feb. 4 at 
the Irving Convention Center. 

During the RCMA Emerge 
2020 conference, KIB part-
nered with the Irving Conven-

KIB hosts volunteer opportunity
tion and Visitors Bureau to 
assist volunteers in making no-
sew blankets for Irving organi-
zations. The 24 member volun-
teer group worked a total of 60 
hours and made 16 blankets.

After the blankets were fin-
ished, KIB delivered the blan-
kets to Brighter Tomorrows, 
Irving Cares, Irving Indepen-
dent School District’s Teenage 
Pregnant and Parenting Ser-
vices Program, and the Texas 
Center for Proton Therapy. The 
material for the blankets was 
provided by ICVB.  

“Keep Irving Beautiful is 
proud to have been chosen 
to participate at this event,” 
kib board member and faith 

groups co-chair Rachel Moon 
said. “We are grateful to the 
volunteer group who worked 
with KIB. They really made a 

positive impact to the commu-
nity during their time here.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful

Irving—Many people are 
singing the praises of one 
special vocalist from Irving 
High School. Sophomore Lilla 
Fancher is the latest student to 
be added to the exclusive list 
of All-State musicians hailing 
from Irving ISD.

“All-State is the highest hon-
or a student musician can earn 
from the Texas Music Edu-
cators Association (TMEA),” 

Student sings her way to top
director of fine arts Jeff King 
said. 

More than 66,800 high 
school students enter the pro-
cess each year, but in the end, 
only the top 2.5 percent earn 
the title.

After excelling through a se-
ries of four separate auditions, 
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To place your loved ones' obituaries in 
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Shanna Delynn Johnson-Wright Aug. 11, 1968 – Feb. 4, 2020
Don W. “Bill” Bailey Jr. Nov. 10, 1924 – Feb. 4, 2020

Marietta Logan April 1, 1934 – Feb. 6, 2020
Larry Solvig Aug. 28, 1934 – Feb. 12, 2020

LIFE TRIBUTES

COMPLEMENTS TO THE CHEF: Chef McWhorter (center) and his team win "Best Bites of the Day."  /Photo by Terrance 
Porter.

SCIENTIST TECH SUPPORT: Abbott Laboratories in Irving, TX seeks 
qualified Scientist Tech Support. Resp for worldwide tech support of 
clinical chem products in support of biological & med professionals & 
company medical diagnostics product platform. BS or foreign equiv in 
Biomed Eng or in a highly rltd fld w/ at least 1 yr of exp in: (i) maintaining 
compliance w/ Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP), Good Laboratory 
Practices (GLP), ISO:13485 & FDA & Clinical Lab Improvement 
Amendment (CLIA) regs (21 CFR 820); (ii) analyzing logs, raw data & 
KPIs utilizing software & programming languages to prevent disruptions 
in product availability & improve product quality; & (iii) designing 
experiments & performing exploratory testing & troubleshooting 
to resolve issues. An EOE. 40 hrs/wk. Respond by mail to: Abbott 
Laboratories, Kathleen Ellwanger, Senior Paralegal, 100 Abbott Park 
Road, Dept 32RC, Bldg AP6A, Abbott Park, IL 60064-3500.  Refer to 
ad code: ABT-00601-KE.

SAP IT Analyst. Zale Delaware Inc. Dallas, TX.  Define reqrts./ syst. 
components & test IT finance apps. Detail business processes & how 
IT systems can improve; guide users thru apps.; Bring business & IT 
together.  Need 3 yrs exp. as app. develop. Specialist or consultant, 
computer sys. analyst or related;  3 yrs exp. in: design, dev. & deploy 
of SAP apps for finance & liaising technical IT staff & end-users; 
1 yr supporting SAP finance apps for retailer; completed 1 system 
dev. project thru life cycle methodology. Need Bachelor’s in MIS, 
Bus. Admin. or related. Will accept foreign equiv. (single or multiple 
degrees, evaluated by credentialing agency as equiv. to a US degree). 
Apply online at https://signetjewelers.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/
signetjeweleryretailsales (search SAP IT Analyst). 

Database Developers II, Dallas, TX: Work with collection objects, Nested 
Tables, Record types, Cursors, Ref Cursors, Partitions, FORALL, Bulk 
Collect, Regular Expressions. Tune complex queries, Procedures, 
packages utilizing different techniques like indexing, hits etc. to improve 
performance of the application. Travel/relocate to various unantic. locs 
as reqd. Send res to i2 Infotech, LLC, 9550 Forest Ln, Suite 740, Dallas, 
TX 75243.

NOTICE OF PRIVATE SALE
 
The following property will be sold by written bid by 9:00 a.m. MST on 
2/18/2020. 2016 Kenworth T680 1XKYD49X7GJ110549 To inquire about 
this item please call Bret Swenson at 801-624-5864. Transportation 
Alliance Bank 4185 Harrison Blvd Ogden, UT 84403

development and everything 
north of North Gate.

“He was excited about Ir-
ving growing. He was down to 
earth, and he was very easy to 
work with. He was always for 
what was best for the city.”

One of the projects Huffman 
was most proud of was the for-
mer Central Library on Irving 
Boulevard. To commemorate 
Huffman’s legacy, the city re-
named the building the Jack D. 
Huffman Community Building 
in late January. 

“I think [Huffman] was a 
good choice [to rename the 
building after],” Mary Higbie, 
Irving resident for nearly 50 
years, said. “He was certainly a 
wonderful city manager with a 
lot of skills, and it was at a time 
that Irving’s population was 
exploding.”

Huffman passed away in 
2016, but his influence remains 
in the building now named af-
ter him. 

“We’re excited about the re-
naming of the building,” Tom 
Foley, founder and director of 
The Study USA, said. “I really 
enjoyed attending the ceremo-
ny, learning this was City Man-

ager Huffman’s ‘crown jewel.’”
This facility is currently 

home to The Study USA, Irving 
Archives and Museum, and the 
Irving Public Library’s admin-
istrative offices.

“[The Study is] able to be a 
small part of continuing that 
legacy, that spirit of learning, 
and we see it not only in our 
second floor, but we see it in 
our city itself,” Foley said. “It’s 
named The Study to build on 
the legacy of what existed be-
fore, where it’s a place of learn-
ing.”

Huffman was involved when 
the Central Library was con-
structed. 

“[The Central Library] was 
a dream come true for him,” 
Burns said. “He wanted it for 
the people of Irving. He want-
ed it so the citizens would have 
a place to go and enjoy their tax 
dollars that were being spent 
on the city facilities.

“The best way to describe 
Jack is he was a friend to every-
body in Irving. He was all about 
giving back to the citizens of Ir-
ving. It was meaningful to him. 
It wasn’t just a job. It was in his 
heart. It was a desire he had.”

“Prince of Pork” will advance 
to represent Dallas at Grand 
Cochon, the national finale in 
Chicago this September. 

While McWhorter went 
home with the trophy, Chef 
Pittman left the event with a 
new appreciation for cooking 
with locally sourced meat after 

meeting with local farmers 
“The farmers really put a 

lot of work and love in raising 
animals, and it really shows in 
their products,” Pittman said. 
“I will definitely now be using 
Blackland Prairie. I think going 
out to the farm and seeing how 
they treat their pigs firsthand 

and seeing their surroundings, 
how they live and what they eat 
was really important for me.” 

Sunday’s event raised money 
to benefit Texas’ Farm & Ranch 
Freedom Alliance, a national 
organization that supports in-
dependent family farmers and 
protects a healthy and produc-
tive food supply for American 
consumers, and The Council 
for Healthy Food Systems, its 
sister organization that pro-
vides science-based informa-
tion to help consumers make 
choices that improve their 
health and that of the Earth. 
Cochon 555 Dallas also part-
nered with El Centro College to 
provide local culinary students 
with experience assisting the 
participating chefs and butch-
ers.

COCHON555
Continued from Page 2

Panelists listen to one another as they discuss diversity. /Photo by Tam Curely.

By Tam Curley
Irving—North Texas Com-

mission hosted its second an-
nual Diversity, Equity and In-
clusion Summit at the Irving 
Convention Center on Friday, 
Feb. 7. The event’s theme was 
Embracing Different, Improv-
ing Inclusion in a Diverse Re-
gion. 

Many small and large busi-
nesses, private companies and 
nonprofit organizations are fo-
cusing on diversity programs. 
Some people attended the 
event in an effort to build and 
implement programs at their 
organizations, while others 
were there to expand existing 

Diversity in workplace discussed at summit
programs. 

Sophornia Davis, organiza-
tional development and train-
ing leader at Trinity River Au-
thority, attended the summit to 
learn more and implement the 
lessons into her company.

“Diversity and inclusion is 
new to the organization, but 
you see the changing demo-
graphics within the organiza-
tion,” Davis said. “You see the 
women leaders, you see the 
women in jobs that are pre-
dominately filled by men, and 
so for me, it is opening up that 
mindset. 

“Trinity River Authority was 
initially, predominately men, 

and now that women engi-
neers and women operators 
are in the organization, you 
get a different dynamic. This 
is about being able to develop 
those people to a point where 
they understand that no mat-
ter your socio-economic back-
ground, your gender, whatever 
it is, the world around you is 
changing. They need to look 
like the consumer, and that’s 
where we are going. I feel good 
about that.”

In panel for the “Transition-
ing during Employment” seg-
ment, employees and leaders 
from AT&T spoke about pro-
grams designed to include the 

LBGTQQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender, Queer, and 
Questioning) community. 

Jacqueline Evens, a flex 
force engineer, explained she 
transitioned approximately 
six months after beginning 
employment at AT&T. She re-
called it being somewhat easi-
er, because she was also mov-
ing from one team to another 
at the same time. Evans was 
able to find a mentor at AT&T 
to help her through the transi-
tion process at work. 

Rick Wilson, director of di-
versity and inclusion at AT&T 
said the company strives to be 
inclusive as possible. 

“There is a history of AT&T 
protections in corporate pol-
icies since 1975. It really was 
progressive for a corporation,” 
Wilson said. “AT&T has a leg-
acy of inclusion that dates back 
to the 60s and is very inten-
tional in making sure we have 
representation across our HR 
teams.” 

AT&T has insurance poli-
cies and leave of absence pol-

icies that cover surgery and 
post-surgery appointments. 
The company understands the 
need for its employees to be 
off from work after undergo-
ing specific hormonal changes 
during their transition process.

“Does your company have 
really clear policies about what 
is acceptable and what is not 
acceptable in your workplace,” 
Corey Anthony, chief of diver-
sity for AT&T, asked. “AT&T 
has had these policies in place 
for decades. It is an amazing 
thing that a company the size 
of AT&T focused on diversity 

and inclusion programs before 
other companies even began to 
pay attention.”

“In business environments, 
we are essentially a reflection 
of our society,” Yasaman Had-
ijibashi, managing director 
and global head of data and 
analytics at Citi, said. “How 
can you expect the corporate 
environment to change if these 
individuals are not changing 
our social circles? Is your social 
circle diverse? You need to find 
that first one friend who is very 
different than you.” 

Irving—Thomas Haley Ele-
mentary recently hosted their 
second annual “Dream Big” Ac-
ademic Bowl. Students studied 
for weeks to prepare for their 
Jeopardy-style competition.

“We learned about histor-
ically black colleges, famous 
firsts and African-American 
leaders. We’ve been studying 
for about two weeks, and it was 
really tough. But we competed, 
we gave it our best and we did 
what we had to do,” fifth-grad-
er Carmella said. 

This event challenged stu-
dents’ knowledge of multicul-
tural history, math and sci-
ence. More than 15 groups of 
elementary students competed 
in Jeopardy-style rounds that 

Students compete 
in Dream Big Bowl

led to the championship.
Parents were invited to 

watch the championship round 
with an exciting performance 
from the T.H.E. Steppers and 
an award presentation from 
Principal Taylor. 

The final two teams went 

head-to-head, cheered on by 
a crowd of their competitors 
and parents. The winning team 
was awarded a gift certificate 
after clearing the final jeopar-
dy board and conquering five 
brackets.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Irving—Two years ago, the 
Irving High School boys’ soccer 
team made a historic run to the 
state finals.

Fueled by their experience 
and talent, as well as camara-
derie and hard work, this year’s 
team is equipped to mirror that 
success.

Sights set on state
Halfway through the district 

schedule, the team is off to a 
fast 10-1-1 start.

“This group of kids doesn’t 
give up,” Irving head soccer 
coach Don Danford said. “They 
challenge themselves on the 
field. They play well together. A 
lot of them, they just get along.”

Junior midfielder Felipe 
Garcia agrees.

“Some of us have [known] 
each other for the longest, and 
we just have that connection al-
ready,” Garcia said.

Garcia was a freshman on 
the team that made it to state, 
along with team captain Ales-
sandro Ceballos and six other 
players. They’re hoping for a 
repeat.

“We put in the hard work, 
and with all that hard work, I 
know we have what it takes to 

go back to state,” Ceballos said. 
“I’m excited for the success, 
and I’m anxious to go back.”

But the team is careful not 
to overlook any game on their 
schedule.

“We have 14 district games, 
and each one of them is a play-
off game,” Coach Danford said. 
“That’s why we’re just focusing 
on one game at a time.”

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information. 
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and 
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free 
listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc. American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions call 469-621-7878
Circle I - Square 

& Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8pm

Senter Park East 228 Chamberlain
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.
Hallelujah Pool Players

Every Wed. @ Noon
Heritage Senior Center

200 S Jefferson St., Irving, TX 75060
 Irving Amateur Radio Club 

Fourth Thursday of the month,7:30 to 9 PM
Senter East Bldg, 228 Chamberlain

Irving AMBUCS
Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Spring Creek BBQ
Irving Democrats

Every second Tuesday of month at 7pm
Midori Japanese Restaurant

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, #120 
Irving Garden & Arts

2nd Thursday, 10am
Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Masonic Lodge #1218
Every second Tuesday of month at 7:30pm

132 E. Second St., Irving, TX 75017
irving1218@verizon.net / 972-253-5600

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Noon
Golden Corral, 1701 N. Belt Line Rd. 

Irving Piano Club
2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX

Meets Tuesdays at noon
Irving Quilt Guild

Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Oakview Baptist Church

Irving Republican 
Women’s Club 

2nd Monday each month @ 6:30 pm IHOP on Highway 635
Irving Retired School

Personnel Association
First Christian Church,  104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd
Irving Democratic Women's Club

Meet the first Tues. each month
7 p.m. To 8:30 p.m.

Midori Japanese restaurant, 
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 
Irving Women’s Network

Las Colinas Country Club
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Metroplex Glass Club
Every 2nd Tuesday

At Oak Haven UMC, 1600 N. Irving Heights
Pool Players Club

2618 Rock Island Rd., Irving TX
Meets everyday

Call 972-836-5407 or 469-805-0173 for more information
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays, 469-348-5023

 TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Chateau on Wildbriar Lake
1515 Hard Rock Road

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
Shorty's Country Cooking, 603 S. Belt Line Rd

Call 972-254-8035 for more information
Torah Club

Meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
3001 W. Irving Blvd.

 CLUBS

* It was American cartoonist, humorist 
and journalist Kin Hubbard who made the 
following sage observation: "There's no 
secret about success. Did you ever know a 
successful man who didn't tell you about it?"
* Next time you're in Iowa, you might want 
to stop by the rural town of Riverside, which 
touts itself as the future birthplace of Captain 
James T. Kirk. Yep, the future birthplace. 
It seems that "Star Trek" creator Gene 
Roddenberry asserted that the character of 
James Tiberius Kirk was born in Iowa, but 
he didn't specify exactly where. In 1985, 
the Riverside City Council voted to declare 
their town the future birthplace of the 
character, later writing to Roddenberry and 

receiving his approval. In honor of its newfound claim to fame, 
the city began hosting an annual Trek Fest, complete with a 
Spockapalooza battle of the bands.
* If you enjoy cooking, you might have heard of some of the 
following cookbooks: "Kill It and Grill It," "The Joy of Pickling," 
"Full of Beans," "The Stinking Cookbook" and "I Can't Believe 
It's Not Meat!" Then again, maybe not. 
*The term "bric-a-brac," usually used to refer to a collection 
of tawdry trinkets, comes from the French, where its original 
meaning was "at random."
* Most parents of small children know that trampolines can be 
dangerous, and they are. Every year, nearly 100,000 people 
receive emergency-room treatment for injuries sustained while 
using trampolines. Those injuries are hardly ever fatal, though. 
Pools, on the other hand, are far more deadly; more than 1,000 
people in the United States die in swimming pools annually.
***
Thought for the Day: If living conditions don't stop improving in 
this country, we're going to run out of humble beginnings for our 
great men. -- Russell P. Askue

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which is the least-
populated continent?
2. GEOLOGY: What metal is produced by 
refining the ore bauxite?
3. EXPLORERS: Where was explorer 

Marco Polo born?
4. ART: Which popular American artist referred to himself as 
"Painter of Light"?
5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the pH value of pure 
water?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of leopards called?
7. LITERATURE: What was the birth name of author Toni 
Morrison (a pseudonym)?
8. MOVIES: In which James Bond movie is the character of 
Jaws introduced?
9. HISTORY: Which country was home to the Contras guerilla 
force in the 1980s?
10. LANGUAGE: What is a truel?

ANSWER KEY

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Antarctica
2. Aluminum 
3. Venice, Italy
4. Thomas Kinkade
5. 7
6. A leap
7. Chloe Ardelia Wofford
8. "The Spy Who Loved Me"
9. Nicaragua
10. A fight between three 
people
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LEGO
Continued from Page 1

Coppell team Wize Marvel Engineers celebrate their win. More photos are available online at RamblerNewspapers.com.  
/Photo provided by Vishal Bhasin.

Dr. Scott Belshaw speaks about cybercrime. /Photo by Katie Combest.

Irving's Whizbotz team wins second place during the North Texas FIRST LEGO® League Regional Championship Robotics Tournament. 
/Photo provided by Perot Museum of Nature and Science.

tude.”  
The team attempted 14 mis-

sions and succeeded in 12 of 
them.  

“We feel really confident 
about how we did,” Hari said. 
“We are really proud of all of 
our work.”  

A total of 68 teams, or over 
600 children, competed in the 
competition held at the Parish 
Episcopal School. They were 
judged based on their city, the 
effectiveness of their robot to 
complete a variety of tasks, a 
research project, and team-
work skills.  

“We funneled the best teams 
from our qualifiers to this 
event,” Jenn Makins, organizer 
from Parish Episcopal School, 

said. “Every year has a differ-
ent theme. This theme is all 
about city development. The 
missions the robots have to do 
change each year. But at the 
end of the day, the goal is for 
the kids to build a robot from 
scratch that will tackle the mis-
sions on the field as best as they 
can and score as many points 
as they can.”  

Teresa Lenling, the vice 
president of school and com-
munity engagement for the 
Perot Museum, explained why 
the organization sponsored the 
competition.  

“The Perot sponsors [the ro-
botics competition] because of 
the importance of STEM and 
the critical connection between 

the experiences they gained 
as students and youth in this 
program,” Lenling said. “It is a 
great program. It is important 
for the Perot Museum, as our 
mission, to engage and inspire 
the next generation of scien-
tists. 

“One of the best things I hear 
from students is that they did 
not know they could even build 
a robot before entering this 
competition. They find they 
love STEM and building. They 
start to see they can do differ-
ent roles in the team. If they do 
not enjoy coding, for example, 
maybe they find they love do-
ing the research and solving a 
real world problem. The best 
examples of teamwork and col-

laboration in a STEM activity 
that we have seen.”   

At the end of the compe-
tition, the Zoombots did not 
place in the top four and did 
not move on to the final com-
petition. However, they will 
still be attending the competi-
tion in the stands. Their older 
siblings, the Whizbots team, 
qualified by being second in 
the region and will travel to 
Houston in April for the World 
Festival competition.

Winning the 1st place Cham-
pion’s Award was the “BGC 
Vernon” team, with students 
from the Boys & Girls Club of 
Vernon, who will advance to 
the World Festival in Houston 
April 16-18. 

Taking 3rd place, the “Turbo 
Lemons” team with students 
from Allen will head to the 
Razorback Invitational in Fay-
etteville, Ark., May 16-18. And 
taking 4th place, the “Rainbow 
Innovators” team with stu-
dents from Irving will advance 
to the Carolinas Invitational in 
Myrtle Beach, SC, May 6-9. 

Wize Marvel Engineers, a 
team of Coppell ISD elemen-
tary students, won the Strat-
egy and Innovation Award. 
Each Champion’s Award team 
was recognized for fully em-
bracing the FIRST LEGO® 
League Core Values while 
achieving excellence and inno-
vation in the robot game and 
project.

By Katie Combest
Irving—The Sherlocked Ir-

ving Adult Winter Challenge 
continued as Dr. Scott Belshaw 
speaking about cybercrime at 
Valley Ranch Library on Mon-
day, Feb. 10.

“Most of the detective work 
today has a cyber aspect to it, so 
I contacted Dr. Scott Belshaw 
from the University of North 
Texas and asked him to come 
speak on the topic,” librarian 
Jennifer Shaw said.

While Sherlock hustled on 
foot to solve various crimes, 
most detective work today is 
done via the internet, not in 
person. Detectives can track 
suspects, obtain necessary re-
cords, and video record their 
suspects by using technology.

Belshaw, a former private 
investigator turned tenured 
associate professor in criminal 
justice at UNT, defines cyber-
crime as a crime committed on 
the internet, on local networks, 

Library hosts cyber expert
or even against an isolated 
computer.  

“No one is exempt from cy-
bercrime,” Belshaw said.  

Mary, a senior citizen, was 
thrilled this talk was taking 
place.  

“I want to make sure I keep 
everything as safe as possible, 
and I am still learning,” Mary 
said.  

Belshaw advised extreme 
caution when considering con-
necting technological devices 
to vehicles. He was adamant 
about never connecting devices 
to rented cars. Once a techno-
logical device is connected to a 
vehicle, all personal informa-
tion downloaded from the de-
vice to the car’s chip.  

Some other key points 
Belshaw spoke about were to 
avoid any emails that seem 
suspicious, use password keep-
ers, use system firewalls, use 
VPNs, use anti-virus and an-
ti-malware software, choose 

very strong passwords, always 
update your software on all de-
vices. 

The audience sighed when 
Belshaw brought up the fact 
that many hackers disguise 
themselves by looking like 

more trusted networks. 
“The best way to not get 

hacked is to have bad cred-
it and to drive a 1971 Buick,” 
Belshaw said. 
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VOCALIST
Continued from Page 3

A young lady guards dragon eggs during the Triwizard Cup tournament. 
/Photo by Jack Davis.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Rambler Newspapers are available at:                                         
7-Eleven  

Walgreens  

  Valero  

Dollar General

Kroger  

Quicktrip  
RacTrac  

Kid’s Fishing Day 
February 15, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Come reel ‘em in at the Mike Lewis 
Park lagoon, 2600 Block of N. Carrier 
Pkwy. This popular event is free to 
children 16 and younger. The lagoon 
will be stocked with trout. There is no 
registration or entry fee to participate 
in the Kid’s Fishing Day, but there will 
be an on-site sign-up table. A limited 
number of loaner rods and reels will be 
available on a first come first serve ba-
sis with a driver’s license or credit card 
deposit. Registration is noon-1 p.m. 

Better Angels 
February 15, 12-3:30 PM 
There’s a lot of stress these days 
among family members and friends 
who are divided politically, and the 
current polarized public conversation 
doesn’t help. Please join us for the 
Better Angels Skills Workshop at 
the Cozby Library and Community 
Commons to learn skills for having 
respectful conversations that clari-
fy differences, search for common 
ground, and affirm the importance 
of the relationship. Better Angels is a 
national non-profit organization made 
up of Republicans and Democrats that 
work together to address the growing 
divide in political thought in our country. 
This workshop will look at ways to bring 
back civil political discussions to our 
communities. The trained moderator 
will show the participants ways to 
respect each other as people even 
when they don’t agree or understand 
each other’s political beliefs. 

Growing up in Dalworth
February 20, 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Angela Luckey, President Grand Prai-
rie NAACP will present the program: 
“Growing up in Dalworth”.
The meeting will be at the newly 
restored Grand Prairie Historical Or-
ganization Museum, 1516. W. Main 
Street, Grand Prairie, 75050 from 

Lilla made it to the Area com-
petition where she placed first 
chair in the Alto 2 classification. 
This was no small feat for the 
young singer whose hard work 
and skill landed her among the 
best of the best, many of which 
are upperclassmen. Now, Lilla 
will take her place in the All-
State mixed choir.

“I am very proud of Lilla’s 
hard work, musicianship and 
commitment to singing,” Ir-
ving High choir director Ri-
cardo Monreal said. “She has 
wanted to make All-State since 
middle school, and I am happy 
I was able to help her achieve 
that goal her sophomore year.”

In addition to being a tal-

ented singer, Lilla is also self-
taught in guitar and piano. 
Other accolades include par-
ticipating on the Irving High 
literary criticism UIL team and 
her performance in the school 
theatre production ‘Shrek the 
Musical.’

Later this month, Lilla will 
travel to San Antonio for three 
days of rehearsals with the All-
State choir during the annual 
TMEA Clinic and Convention. 
Afterward, she and her peers 
will perform in concert under 
the direction of clinician Jerry 
Blackstone from the University 
of Michigan School of Music.

SOURCE Irving ISD

By Jack Davis
Irving—Irving libraries in-

vited area wizards to join the 
fun during the annual Harry 
Potter Book Night hosted in 
the North, South, and East Li-
braries on Thursday, Feb. 6.

The activities revolved 
around the Triwizard Cup, a 
competition between three 
magical schools. Rather than 
visiting the distant schools of 
Beauxbatons, Durmstrang and 

Lunch will be provided by Gordo’s 
Barbecue for $10.00/person.
RSVP at rsvp@grandprairiehistorical.
org if eating by noon Monday, Feb. 17.

Coppell Writers Group 
February 20, 7 PM 
Using a platform of tips, tricks, and 
inspiration from a number of writing 
books we plan to offer small pieces of 
advice, optional writing prompts and 
exercises, timed writing opportunities, 
and chances to share writing samples 
with others. Facilitated by Amanda 
Kennedy and Tara Henderson. Meets 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays. For adults 
at Cozby Library and Community 
Commons.

Irving Public Meetings to 
Address City Housing Needs
February 20, 10:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.
How Residential Development is Fi-
nanced: Learn about the relationship 
between the cost to build, fair market 
values/rents and affordability. Discuss 
where affordable housing should be 
developed and why some neighbor-
hoods are more stable than others.
All meetings are open to the public and 
will be held at City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd, in City Council Chambers. 

Irving Public Meetings to 
Address City Housing Needs
February 21, 10 a.m.
How Development Cost Affects Hous-
ing Availability
Designed for developers, builders and 
contractors, participants will explore 
the issues of development costs and 
the systems that can be improved to 
increase housing production. Learn 
what can be done to lower develop-
ment costs without impacting quality.
All meetings are open to the public and 
will be held at City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd, in City Council Chambers.

Community competes during Harry Potter Book Night
Hogwarts, the brave contes-
tants completed trials of rid-
dles and physical challenges 
across the library system. 

“This is our fourth year. Each 
year we have different Harry 
Potter themes,” Britney Cossey, 
the Irving Library’s Services 
supervisor for community en-
gagement, said. “We try and 
make it so all the [library] lo-
cations can participate. We’ve 
had potions classes and Fan-

tastic Beasts [events] starting 
in the South Irving location. 
Contestants braved a grueling 
gauntlet of physical challenges 
to acquire a coveted dragon egg 
before heading by broom or 
by car to both the West Irving 
and Valley Ranch branches to 
complete the remaining tasks 
and claim the elusive Triwizard 
Cup. These tasks included a 
desperate search for Hogwarts’ 
students kidnapped by mer-
maids, a brain bending series 
of riddles and mazes.

“We want to have some fun 
with creative events that are 
literary based and that also get 
people interested in the liter-
ature,” Cossey said. “All ages 
love Harry Potter from kids to 
adults.

“Bloomsbury, the publish-

ing company, first encouraged 
[the event] and it’s internation-
al. All over the world, people 
are having Harry Potter book 
nights today.” 

Whether actively competing 
or cheering from the sidelines, 
the Wizarding World arrived 
wearing robes with wands at 
the ready. 

Jennifer, a.k.a. Professor 
McGonagall, whose daughter 
won her dragon egg with ease 
early into the tournament, en-
joyed the night. 

“We have been [to the Har-
ry Potter Book Night] before,” 
Jennifer said. “They’ve did a 
Yule Ball for the middle school 
kids. Last year, [the kids] went 
to the different libraries and 
learned spells.”
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Community members enjoy the Valentine's Tea. /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

LOVE BIRDS: Marsha and James Dickens celebrate 10 years as a couple since 
meeting at the Valentine's Tea.  /Photo by Luke Schumacher.

VALENTINE TEA
Continued from Page 1

period. We don’t see that too 
much anymore.”

“I’ve been part of the Heri-
tage Society for several years, 
and this is one of our premier 
events,” Philip Prince said. “It’s 
a great opportunity to learn 

more about Irving’s heritage 
and to hang out with good 
friends and good people.

“[My daughter and I] look 
forward to this each year. We 
love singing the song [for the 
sweethearts]. This is Preslee’s 

third year, and she’s been 
looking forward to it since last 
year.”

“Finding out who the sweet-
hearts are is my favorite part,” 
Preslee Prince said.

During the event, the Irving 
Heritage Society recognizes 
members for their volunteer-
ism and dedication to Irving’s 
history. 

“It’s quite an honor to be se-
lected and recognized for the 
contribution and work you do 
for the organization,” Jearlene 
Miller, president-elect for the 
Irving Heritage Society and 
one of this year’s sweethearts, 
said. “I feel really good. I was 
really surprised.”

Miller was one of two sweet-
hearts recognized this year, the 
other being Lea Bailey. 

However, there were some 
other sweethearts at the event 
who were not officially recog-
nized. A sweetheart couple was 

formed at the annual Valentine 
tea a few years ago.

“Ten years ago I was pres-
ident of the Irving Heritage 
Society,” James Dickens said. 
“[At the Valentine’s Tea in 
2010] in walks this gorgeous 
redhead, and I thought ‘She’s 
not a member.’

“We started talking, and I 
didn’t know if she was single or 
whatever. She mentioned some 
names of girls that I went to ele-
mentary and junior high school 
with who worked for [her.] So 
I immediately called them and 
said, ‘That girl Marsha, is she 
married? Is she single?’ and 
they said, ‘Yeah but you’ll have 
to wait for her to call you.’”

“[A mutual friend of ours] 
invited me to come to the tea,” 
Marsha Dickens said. “I’d al-
ways wanted to come here but 
never made time to do it. I 
thought, ‘You know, today I’m 
going to do that.

“My father died on Valen-
tine’s Day two years prior, so 
Valentine’s Day had a [differ-
ent] meaning [to me]. I think 
my dad had a hand in [us] 

meeting.”
“It was love at first sight,” 

James said. “We got married 
four months later.”

Service members and veterans groups honor 21 unaccompanied veterans, former 
service members whose next of kin are unknown or loved ones cannot attend 
their memorial service, as they are laid to rest on Thursday, Feb. 6, at the Dallas 
Fort Worth National Cemetery. Korean, Vietnam and Persian Gulf Veterans from 
the US Army, US Air Force, US Navy and US Marine Corps are honored. 

/Photos by Rodney J. More.

Veterans honored

Irving—North Lake College 
(NLC) was honored with 2019 
Tree Campus USA® Recogni-
tion by the Arbor Day Foun-
dation for its commitment to 
promoting healthy trees and 
engaging students and em-
ployees in the spirit of conser-
vation. 

North Lake College has met 
the five core standards for sus-
tainable campus forestry re-
quired by Tree Campus USA, 
which include an established 
tree advisory committee, a 
campus tree-care plan, dedi-
cated annual expenditures for 
its campus tree program, an 
Arbor Day observance, and the 

North Lake College 
honored by Arbor 
Day Foundation 

sponsorship of student service 
learning projects. 

“It is an honor to obtain this 
award for our seventh year,” 
said Chris Marrs, senior man-
ager of NLC Facilities Services. 
“It takes a large commitment 
from the college and students 
to make this happen.”  

Tree Campus USA, an Ar-
bor Day Foundation program, 
honors colleges and universi-
ties across the nation for their 
commitment to effective urban 
forest management by provid-
ing solutions to global chal-
lenges. 

SOURCE North Lake College


