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Yaritza Hernández
Irving—Oak View Baptist 
Church hosted their fifth an-
nual car show on Saturday, 
Oct 24. Each year the car show 
helps raise funds for a different 
organization in the area. This 
year the church raised funds for 
the Irving Police Athletic League 
(IPAL). 

“One of the members at out 
church came up with this sug-
gestion to have a community 
car show and a free commu-
nity event at our church,” Mi-
chael Thomas, a member of the 
men’s committee at Oak View 
Baptist Church, said. “The 
[Irving Police Department] 
are the ones that help Irving 
children, get them involved in 
boxing and other activities that 
are positive in their lives and 
[provide] positive role models 
in their lives.

“The most [cars] we’ve had is 
67, but we’ve had a great turn-
out each year with people who 
bring their cars, motorcycles, 
and trucks.”

By Kenneth Perkins
Irving—Witnessing a couple 
of demons tossing a severed 
human head around like a foot-
ball, or a blood-thirsty zombie 
appearing out of nowhere and 
scaring you half silly, before 
offering up a fist full of 3 Mus-
keteers and Milky Way bars 
with a hearty, “Y’all have a good 
evenin’ now, and Happy Hal-
loween,” is rare in Irving.

By this time, the Parker fam-
ily, mom, dad, and four pint-
sized Parkers, had already seen 
a dead married couple wave at 
them, a warlock put a spell on 
them, a carriage riding skele-
ton stare at them, and a ghoul-
ish woman ask if they wanted 
to buy a bucket of deep fried 
eyeballs for the ride home.

“We were fine until that 
zombie,” dad, Matt Parker, 
said. “That’s when we pretty 
much lost it. I still don’t quite 
know where she was hiding.”

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Firefighters are many things to many 
people, including dedicated, fearless, and 
selfless. 

Firefighters are also competitors, which 
stems from having a stressful job where 
maintaining top physical condition is of par-
amount importance. That spirit was on full 
display between Oct. 22 and 25 in the parking 
lot of the DART Irving Light Rail Station as 
the city hosted the XXIX World Challenge of 
the Firefighter Combat. 

Firefighters from around the country com-

Firefighting’s elite Firefighting’s elite 
tackle the XXIX tackle the XXIX 

World ChallengeWorld Challenge

Eerie Irving Park drive-thru 
a terrifyingly scary success

“[She] literally scared me to 
death,” mom, Hattie Parker, 
said.

That was the point for those 
souls brave enough to venture 
through Eerie Irving Park, pre-
sented at Trinity View Park on 
Saturday. Families enjoyed the 
unique drive-thru experience 
where participants could “see 
Halloween frights from the 
comfort of your own car.”

Vehicles filled to the capacity 
drove slowly through the park 
as riders saw sorts of horrif-
ic and some not-so-horrific 
sights. At the entrance, all chil-
dren under age 15 were handed 
a commemorative bucket to fill 
up with candy at nearly every 
stop-if they had the courage to 
stop.

Church’s car show raises 
funds for police charity

Brittany Clayton an employ-
ee of the church for eight years, 
thinks it is rewarding to be a 
part of the charity events.  

“The majority of the proceeds 
do go back to [the church] and 
whatever sponsorship they 
want give it to,” Clayton said. 
“Years past it’s been to build 
homes for families who are less 
fortunate, kids, and hospitals.”

Pastor Jim Gerloch has been 
a pastor at Oak View Baptist 
Church for 15 years. He brings 
his own car to the show each 
year.

“It’s a great community 
event,” Gerloch said. “A lot of 
people love coming out and 
seeing the cars. 

“It always benefits a good 
charity in the city. It’s the Ir-
ving Police Athletic League this 
time, I think one of the wom-
en’s shelters was last year, and 
so each year it benefits some 
group. We have some really 
great charities in Irving.” 

Officer Rosario Solis in-
troduced people to the IPAL 
during the event. 

“Right now, the activities we 
offer are boxing, physical fit-
ness, archery, and during the 
summer we offer the urban 
outdoors, which is the camp-
ing, fishing, kayaking, moun-

peted and the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex 
was well-represented with competitors from 
Irving, Arlington, Euless, McKinney, and 
Plano. Fort Worth was also represented by 
firefighters from Lockheed Martin. Annually, 
some 3,000 firefighters from 500 different 
departments participate in this competition. 

Bringing the event to Irving has long been a 
project of Captain Jeff Wright, who works out 
of Station 7 on Walnut Hill Lane. 

“Our plan is to host at least a regional event 

By Lorenzo Almanza
Coppell—The city of Coppell 
hosted Scare on the Square so 
families could enjoy an outdoor 
trick or treating experience on 
Saturday, Oct. 24. 

“This is just one of those op-
portunities for everybody to 
get together,” Optimus finan-
cial advisor and principal John 
Gesek said. “We couldn’t have 
asked for a better day. I think 
the city is trying very hard to 
make [Old Town] Coppell a 
place of gathering and a place 
where people can come enjoy. 
We’ve got the Farmers Mar-
ket today, and it’s just a great 
way for people to engage in the 
community.” ‘

“We live in Coppell and love 
coming here on the weekend 
for the Farmers Market, so the 
trick or treating was a plus,” 
Coppell resident Mausheen 
Doyle said. 

“We love trick or treating 
and Halloween, and we try 
to go to as many events as we 
can,” Coppell resident Hector 
Martinez said. 

Parents and kids of all ages 
dressed in costumes some ap-
pearing as dinosaurs, peanut 
butter & jelly, baby shark and 
superheroes from all over the 
DC and Marvel Universes. 

“The kids are always great,” 
Gesek said. “We’ve had sharks 

Trick 'o treaters 
haunt square

walking by, we’ve seen all dif-
ferent types of characters walk-
ing by and the parents getting 
into it, kind of gets the kids into 
it so it just fun to be out.” 

Local businesses from the 
Coppell Downtown District 
participated, passing out candy 
to children. 

“We just want to shine the 
light and please the people of 
this community,” Let It Shine 
owner Gary Kramer said. 

“We’re just excited to serve 
people in the community, to 
get a chance to see the Arts 
Center and see that were open 
now,” patron service manag-
er for the Coppell Performing 
Arts Center, Bethany Atwell, 
said. “We were wanting to pro-
vide a safe space for kids to get 
out in the community.” 

The event brought people 
from all over together.

“It’s a great community 
activity. It’s a real great indi-
cation of what is going on in 
Coppell,” Kramer said. “I think 
it’s great for the community, I 
think its great for the kids, and 
I think it’s a great opportunity 
for the businesses and devel-
opments to participate in and 
bless those people that come.” 

“We’ve been in the commu-

The Sanderson Sisters put a spell on passing vehicles in Eerie Irving Park. /
Photo by Kenneth Perkins

Fellow firefighters encourage a first time competitor as he struggles to finish the XXIX World Challenge of the 
Firefighter Combat. /Photo by Stephen Hunt
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By Grace Reyes
Irving—The Irving Public Li-
brary’s North Texas Teen Book 
Festival (NTTBF) presented the 
“Haunting Reads” online panel 
on Thursday, Oct. 22. Moder-
ator Sara Roberts spoke with 
authors Kalynn Bayron, Zoraida 
Cordova, Nina LaCour, Shelby 
Mahurin, and Ellie Marney.

“A quick pitch is queer black 
girls team up to overthrow 
the patriarchy and the former 
Kingdom of Cinderella,” Bay-
ron said of her book ‘Cinderella 
is Dead.’

Bayron wanted to shift the 
lens and write a book from a 
black woman’s perspective, be-
cause the theme of Cinderella 
involves a white princess look-
ing for her prince charming. 

“We have this very patriar-
chal, heteronormative society,” 
Bayron said. “Who is the most 
vulnerable in a situation like 
that? Clearly, it’s a black girl, 
and that kind of mirrors our 
society today. I think the most 
vulnerable among us are peo-
ple who are in the LGBTQ com-
munity who have marginalized 
intersecting identities.”

Cordova spoke about her se-
ries, ‘The Hollow Crown Duol-
ogy.’

“The first book is ‘Incendi-
ary,’ and it is about a girl who 
is a memory thief,” Cordova 
said. “Her people’s magic is 
outlawed in this kingdom, in-
spired by 15th century Spain. 

Library hosts scary 
reads author panel

After an attack on her rebel 
group, she goes back to the pal-
ace to infiltrate and try to bring 
down the king, so it’s lots of 
teen girls kicking butt.”

Cordova published three 
books this year including 
‘Incendiary’ and ‘Wayward 
Witch,’ the third book in the 
‘Brooklyn Brujas Series.’ 

“[‘Watch Over Me’] is a 
modern ghost story about a 
girl named Mila,” LaCour said. 
“She is 18, and she is displaced 
out of the foster system. She 
accepts an internship on a 
remote Northern California 
farm. Her first night there, she 
sees ghosts on the field and has 
to figure out whether this place 
is safe for her and what the 
ghosts want.”

“[‘Serpent & Dove’] is a series 
set in a French-inspired medie-
val kingdom with a witch, Lou, 
and a witch hunter, Reed, who 
are forced into a relationship, 
and they fall in love,” Mahurin 
said. “It’s an enemies to lovers 
situation.”

While many of the books 
had a supernatural element 
to them, Marney’s book ‘None 
Shall Sleep’ deals with a more 
realistic terror.

“My main character, Emma 
Lewis, has survived being kid-
napped by a serial offender,” 
Marney said. “She is a trauma 
survivor. It was really import-
ant to me to be able to put a 
trauma survivor front and cen-

ter in a book like this.” 
Marney’s character needed 

to be a survivor to become a 
strong woman who overcame 
her traumatic experience as a 
child. 

In light of the pandemic, 
Roberts asked the authors 
what their experience had been 
like to connect with their read-
ers at a distance, rather than 
face-to-face. 

“I do think that these online 
events have sort of opened 
up our ability to connect with 
more people,” Cordova said. 
“People who otherwise couldn’t 
come to New York can now get 
access to a launch party and in-
teract that way.”

“I was really sad actually go-
ing into it, just feeling like ‘Oh 
this is when I usually would 
like be with friends and fam-
ily in a bookstore,’” LaCour 
said. “But after the first event, 
it was exciting to see people 
who live all over the country 
who wouldn’t be able to come 
in person and it felt like, ‘Oh we 
are all together.’”

Marney is an author from 
Australia, and although she 
could not travel to the U.S. for 
her book release, she found 
that the online world helps. 

“I can talk to you now in my 
morning time and on the other 
side of the world,” Marney said. 
“It’s just opened up a whole dif-
ferent world.”

Spooky display labor of love for couple
By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Kirk and Suzie Seace 
have been married for 21 years, 
and for all but one of those, 
these Irving natives have gone 
all-out for Halloween. 

The only exception came 
several years back when the 
Seaces built a more modern 
home on the same site as their 
former home. 

“When we were rebuilding 
the house, we got everything 
from did it burn down? [People 
said] we heard it blew up, like a 
gas explosion,” Kirk said. 

The display at 2809 Wil-
liam Brewster Drive returned 
in 2019, and those who have 
enjoyed it over the years were 
happy to see the return of this 
Halloween tradition. 

“Last year, we had people 
coming to our door,” Suzie 
said. “They were saying ‘We’re 
so glad you’re back; we thought 
you were gone.’ It just rein-
forces people coming, and that 
they look forward to us.”

The Seaces feel this year’s 
display is their best to date. It 
features tombstones, ghosts, 
skeletons, a creepy scare crow, 
a pumpkin king, and lighting, 
which helps set an eerie tone. 
Much of the display is inside 
a graveyard, including a gate 
flanked by two columns, all 
handmade, with a witch atop 
her trusty broom standing 

guard atop one column. 
“It’s progressively gotten 

bigger and bigger every year,” 
Kirk said. “The fun thing is it’s 
now generational. We haunt 
the yard on Halloween with 
the family. We now have two 
generations of kids come in 
and in one case, three. It’s fun 
to watch these kids grow up, 
come through and then with 
their kids. There’s some great 
stories as well.”

Each year, the Seaces strive 
to complete the display before 
the calendar flips to October, 
a goal they accomplished in 
2020. 

They both feel they’ve out-
done themselves this year, 
thanks largely to an idea from 
Suzie. 

“This year is probably the 
best that it’s ever looked. 
There’s just so many things 
that have gone into it,” Suzie 
said. “I love the texture of the 
yard.”

“She had a great idea of 
bringing in the corn,” Kirk 
said. “We wanted it on both 
sides. Corn stalks are really ex-
pensive, almost $20 a bundle. 
You maybe get a third of ones 
you can actually use that are 
straight and not broken off.”

As the Seaces recall their first 
display around two decades 
ago, they remember how tough 
things were in year one. 

“The first year was almost 
the last year. The first year was 
the one where somebody came 
and stole most of the tomb-
stones,” Kirk said. “I had made 
most of them. Most everything 
in the yard is made, including 
the columns, the fencing, a lot 
of the tombstones. That was 
tough, to have to go back in 
and make 15 tombstones three 
days before Halloween. But af-
ter that, I don’t think we’ve had 
any problems. It’s been a lot of 
fun.”

On Halloween night, the 
Seaces will be in costume 
and fully stocked with candy, 
enough to distribute to the over 
700 visitors they expect to re-
ceive. 

Interestingly, Halloween 
falls one day after their respec-
tive alma maters, MacArthur 
High School, which Suzie at-
tended, and Nimitz HS, where 
Kirk studied, square off on the 
football field. 

“My family has always grav-
itated to Halloween. I think it 
just kind of morphed into all 
of us doing this,” Suzie said. 
“We’ve had people ask us in 
church on Sunday, do you do 
the same thing for Christmas? 
I was like, no are you kidding? 
I’m not building Santa Claus 
out there.”

Kirk said he will leave 
Christmas to one of his neigh-

bors several doors down, who 
fancies himself as an aspiring 
Clark Griswold when it comes 
to the holiday. The Seaces are 
already exploring ways to make 
their 2021 effort bigger and 
better.

“We’ve toyed with doing a 
charity run in the past where 
you bring can foods and stuff, 
so we can restock our church,” 
Kirk said. “I think we’ll do 
something like that next year.”
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Vegan
vegetarian & gluten 

free menus!

Visit our website to 
order online!

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com 

Open Mon-Fri
11 AM - 2 PM

OPEN:  Tuesday - Friday 12 a.m. - 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
4140 Valley View Ln. Irving, TX 75038

972-721-7788 / www.DFWHumane.com

Dog of the 
Week: Ellie

How-dy! I’m Ellie, 
and I cannot wait until 
I get to meet you! I’m 
such a social butterfly 
that as soon as I hear 
someone’s voice or foot-
steps or anything re-
motely close to me, I’m 
up on my feet and ready 
to meet! That’s just me! 
I’m a puppy and I’m energetic, active, friendly, playful, and fun. 
Most of all, though, I’m ready to spend my time with you hang-
ing out, running, walking, playing in the backyard. As long as I 
have you by my side, I’ll be ready to go!

Cat of the 
Week: Sylvia

Hello, kind humans. 
I'm Sylvia. I am so anx-
ious to meet you. I'm 
also *anxious* to meet 
you. I am a bit shy when 
I first meet new people 
but not for long. Once 

you extend your hand to pet me, I'll be yours in an instant. The 
people I've met here tell me over and over how gorgeous I am. 
Who am I to argue with that? I guess you'll be the judge when 
you visit. I really do enjoy meeting new people and spending 
time with other cats. I spent a lot of time with a lot of other 
cats before coming here, so I know how to get along nicely. I'm 
just a bit over two years old, so you and I have plenty of time to 
spend together nuzzling and cuddling.

VIEW FOREVER FRIENDS
www.DFWHumane.com

A new generation of election 
clerks is stepping forward to 
help run the machinery of de-
mocracy, and it includes Irving 
ISD students. 

Thanks to a partnership be-
tween Irving High School and 
Dallas County Elections, stu-
dents work as election clerks 
during each election: general, 
primary, special and presiden-
tial.

From checking in voters 
and distributing ballots to 
explaining the use of voting 
equipment, placing directional 
signage at voting locations and 
setting up and taking down 
the voting machines, students 
wear many hats. 

“Students get a first-hand 
look at our civic duty,” Alicia 
Hinkle, US History and Afri-
can-American Studies teacher 
at Irving High School, said. 

Irving High Students
serve as election clerks

“They learn about the different 
forms of elections, that there is 
not always a presidential elec-
tion. They learn about proposi-
tions or proposals on the ballot 
and how simple the voting pro-
cess is.

“Each year, the students also 
spread the word to not only 
their family, but to their friends 
and classmates about the im-
portance of voting.”

Hinkle and Dr. Craig Young, 
now dean of students at Nimitz 
High School, established the 
student election clerk program 
at Irving High four years ago. 
Since then, more than 300 stu-
dents have participated.

“Irving High School students 
have helped us tremendously,” 
Matthew Fairchild, student 
program and outreach clerk 
for Dallas County Elections, 
said. “With other schools, we 

do not have a program like 
with Irving. Irving High School 
has definitely stepped up and 
helped us.”

This year, 19 Irving High 
students have applied, received 
the necessary training (a two-
hour course offered virtually) 
and have been placed at a loca-
tion to serve as a clerk on Elec-
tion Day. 

On Election Day, clerks re-
port to their polling location 
by 6 a.m. and work at least 12 
hours with breaks and meals. 
Students can earn up to $16 an 
hour as well as receive commu-
nity service hours and an ex-
cused absence to serve in this 
role.

“I signed up to be an election 
clerk mainly because I was cu-
rious on how the voting process 
works, and on top of that I’d 
be getting paid for learning,” 

Irving High student Ezequiel 
Cordova said. “Advice I’d give 
to someone is to simply just do 
it. Even if you can’t vote, you 
realize how easy the process is, 
and it encourages you actually 
vote once you’re of age.”

COVID-19 measures such as 
providing rubber gloves, face 
masks, face shields, disinfec-
tant wipes and sanitizer are 
taken. In addition, plexiglass 
barriers will be installed, and 
a specialized company is con-
tracted to sanitize every Dallas 
County polling location before 
Election Day.

“There is such a push to 
recruit students because the 
more elderly population is 
more at-risk,” Hinkle said. 
“Plus, students are extremely 
tech savvy.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

EERIE PARK
Continued from Page 1

“Believe me, this is far bet-
ter than going door to door,” 
Irving water conservation 
specialist Jon Mahoney said. 
Mahoney and his Water Util-
ities colleagues handed candy 
with information that could be 
just as scary about household 
clogged drains and pipes. 

“We’ll give you all the can-
dy you want. But if you have a 
question about water utilities, 
we’ll give you everything you 
need,” he said.

When exiting Eerie Irving 
Park, each vehicle received a 
pumpkin to take home and 
decorate with the family.

This was the first year for Ee-
rie Irving Park. By 6 p.m. with 
three hours left, cars were lined 
up along Loop 12 and Irving 
Boulevard, S. Wildwood Drive 
and along 6th Street. 

“We expected a good turnout 
but this is beyond what I imag-
ined in terms of the number of 
people coming out and every-
thing else,” Amy Kincaid, one 
of the organizers, said. “We 
expected about 1,000 cars, but 
we far exceeded that, I’m sure.”

Decked out in a bright yel-
low hazmat suit and zipping 
around in a golf cart, Kincaid 
said they invited each city of Ir-
ving department to participate. 
Many of them did, coming up 
with their own themes and cos-
tumes.

Irving’s Communications 

Department, for example, de-
cided on witches and wizards, 
complete with the Sanderson 
Sisters from the movie ‘Hocus 
Pocus.’ Cathy Whiteman of 
the Irving Community Tele-
vision Network sat in a chair 
casting spells with her wand 
and shouting, in a near perfect 
British accent, “Have you been 
sorted, yet?”

“I’m from North Carolina,” 
Whiteman said. “[The accent] 
comes from my days of doing 
theater. Our group, because 
we’re nerds, decided on ‘Harry 
Potter,’ so it fit.”

Resheda Scott, a recreation 
specialist, seemed to have far 
more fun as a zombie than the 
carloads of people she fright-
ened.

“I’m a big fan of ‘The Walking 
Dead,’” said Scott, who tutored 
her high school volunteers on 
Zombie impersonation: relax 
the body, walk out of step, lose 
coordination, avoid a straight 
path.

Scott and her blood thirsty 
cohorts were a part of an off-
the-beaten-path section of the 
park, where making a right 
turn put you in a Zombie Apoc-
alypse. However, this section of 
the park was recommended for 
families with older children. 

“You go up that hill over 
there, and you’ll find some re-
ally scary looking zombies. I 
mean far scarier than us,” Scott 
said.

Lisa Miller, of the human 
resources department, spent 

the evening waving, her oth-
er hand holding a bouquet of 
flowers to commemorate her 
wedding. Along with hubby 
Pete Miller, a member of the 
Parks Board. They represented 
the dead married couple, Allie 
and Noah, from the romance 
movie ‘The Notebook.’

Lisa Miller wore an antique, 
off-white dress. Pete Miller 
wore a black tux that looked 
like it was from the 1920s. 
No make up. No hatchets. No 
blood.

“Still, they’re a little creepy,” 
said Jocelyn Nathan, who 
rolled through with her hus-
band and 10-year-old daugh-
ter.

“Maybe it has something to 
do with them standing next to 
their own tombstone,” her hus-
band, Cliff, said.

“They have a great, loving re-
lationship, and then they die,” 
Lisa Miller said.

The Millers seemed certain 
this Halloween experience 
would live on after COVID-19.

“It seems like a great con-
cept, to have the cars come 
through, like you can do in 
neighborhoods with Christmas 
lights,” Pete Miller said. “I re-
ally don’t see this going away 
anytime soon.”

nity for almost 30 years, so it’s 
the point that we love seeing 
people. [There are] a lot of new 
faces in Coppell. It gives you a 
chance to be in the community 
and let the kids have fun on a 
Saturday,” Gesek said. 

“I think it’s a great chance for 
kids that maybe haven’t been 
able to socialize for a long time, 
to be able to see people their 
age have a good time,” Atwell 

said. 
“Her father doesn’t want her 

to go formal trick or treating, so 
this is still a good way for her 
to have fun with her costume 
and see other kids and be safe 
as well,” Rikki Balle said. 

“I think it’s really neat to still 
be able to join and get the feel 
of the trick or treating season 
and be safe at the same time,” 

Coppell resident Suzanne Cara 
said.

“We want to support our lo-
cal businesses too, and that’s 
part of the reason we are here. 
It’s been a fantastic experience, 
wonderful to get out a little in a 
safe way, support the commu-
nity and see some of our neigh-
bors,” Coppell resident Amit 
Kara said. 

A killer clown hopes to catch a ride with unsuspecting trick 'o treaters.  /Photo by Kenneth Perkins
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FUN & GAMES

* In the early 1800s, a rail-
road marketer set up a head-on 
collision between two trains as 
a publicity stunt. Some 40,000 
people came to watch, and 
the resulting boiler explosion 
killed three spectators. But 
ticket sales soared, and rail-
ways everywhere staged train 
crashes right up until the Great 
Depression.

* The Zombie tit is a species 
of bird that has learned to track 
down tiny bats, split open their 
skulls, and feed on their brains.

* On average, a 4-year-old 
will ask 400 questions in one 
day.

* One of the weirdest scan-
dals in sports history occurred 
in 1973 when New York Yan-
kees players Fritz Peterson and 
Mike Kekich decided to trade 
families -- wives, children, 
even dogs! After the couples 
became close friends, Peterson 
fell in love with Kekich’s wife 
and vice versa. “It’s a love sto-
ry. It wasn’t anything dirty,” 
Peterson told a reporter in 
2013. Peterson is still married 
to the former Mrs. Kekich, but 
Kekich and the former Mrs. Pe-
terson later split up.

* Dustin the Turkey, a hand 
puppet from an Irish TV show, 
has campaigned for president 
of Ireland in two separate elec-
tions -- representing the “Poul-
try Party.”

* Pepper spray and tear gas 
are technically classified as 
chemical weapons and thus are 
forbidden in warfare.

* When Prohibition started, 
alcohol could only be bought 
for medicinal and religious 
purposes, from a pharmacy or 
a doctor. “Medicinal whiskey” 
was prescribed for just about 
anything and used to treat con-
ditions such as toothaches and 
the flu. With a prescription, a 
patient could legally purchase 
up to one pint of hard liquor 
every 10 days.

* The human body gives off 
enough heat in 30 minutes to 
bring a gallon of water to a boil.

***
Thought for the Day: “I 

would rather die a meaningful 
death than to live a meaning-
less life.” -- Corazon Aquino

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWER KEYS

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Humidity
2. Cliff Clavin
3. “The Swiss Family Rob-

inson”
4. Italy
5. Frances Perkins, Secre-

tary of Labor, 1933-45
6. Pillsbury
7. A misheard word, 

phrase or song lyric
8. $75
9. Bill Clinton
10. Snow-covered

You have to admire the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
Office of Inspector General. If 
there’s something illegal going 
on, they will find it.

In one case, the doctor said 
that, no, she had never pre-
scribed anything without first 
speaking to the patient over 
the phone to ensure that the 
drug or equipment was re-
quired. The VA OIG didn’t just 
take her word for it, though. 
It dug around and unearthed 
the truth: The doctor in Dallas 
had committed telemedicine 
fraud against federal insurers 
including Medicare, Tricare 
and CHAMPVA by repeated-
ly ordering products without 
ever talking to the patient. The 
result: She’ll have to forfeit 
$33,000 in fees she took for 
telemedicine visits she didn’t 
do and pay a $180,000 fine. 
Later, at sentencing, she could 
be sent to the slammer for five 
years.

In another case, the VAOIG 

OIG Is Vets’ 
Watchdog

investigated a urologist who 
had “severe hand tremors and 
possibly low visual acuity” to 
determine whether facility 
leaders had evaluated him and 
his continued clinical privileges 
with the VA. The OIG also dis-
covered an additional concern: 
whether facility leaders had 
followed directives to report 
the surgeon to the appropriate 
state licensing boards.

The answer: No, facility 
leaders had not overseen the 
problem of hand tremors and 
low visual acuity; no, he hadn’t 
been reported to licensing 
boards; and no, nobody had 
made recommendations about 
the surgeon’s privileges. Mean-
while, there were veterans who 
had invasive urological pro-
cedures done by a doctor with 
shaky hands and bad vision.

Not all OIG cases are so se-
rious, but they do merit atten-
tion.

In one case, managers of a 
patient account center used 
government money to buy re-
freshments for employees in 
connection with a VA Diversity 
and Inclusion Initiative event. 
However, VA policy says they 
can only buy food for cultural 
events that raise awareness of 
ethnic history if the food is a 
sample of that culture and is 
meant to be educational.

1. MEASUREMENTS: What 
does a hygrometer measure?

2. TELEVISION: What was 
the postman’s name on the sit-
com “Cheers”?

3. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel begins with 
the line, “For many days, we 
had been tempest-tossed”?

4. GEOGRAPHY: The Adri-
atic Sea lies east of which coun-
try?

5. HISTORY: Who was the 
first woman appointed to a 
U.S. president’s cabinet?

6. ADVERTISING: Which 
company’s mascot was named 
Poppin’ Fresh?

7. LANGUAGE: What is a 
mondegreen?

8. GAMES: How much is the 
Luxury Tax in the board game 
Monopoly?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the only president to at-

tend Oxford University in En-
gland as a Rhodes Scholar?

10. U.S. STATES: What does 
the name Nevada mean in 
Spanish?

ida

* Need extra dishware or 
servingware for a holiday 
meal? Try looking at second-
hand stores for large dishes, 
serving utensils and more. It’s 
sometimes cheaper than get-
ting throwaways, and it’s better 
for the environment! You can 
always donate them again after 
the holidays.

* Here’s a makeup tip from 
Captain Obvious: Wet your 
beauty blender. I didn’t know 
this and had been using it for 
about a month before my sister 
told me. So much better! -- V.A. 
in Florida

* Freeze fruit that is on the 
verge of spoiling rather than 
letting it go to waste. You don’t 
even have to use it for smooth-
ies. Chuck a handful of frozen 
fruit in water or iced tea for 
added flavor. And it’s a superb 
addition to fancy cocktails.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

* Remember to turn off bath-
room fans after 10 minutes. In 
the winter, if your house is on 
the dry side, don’t use the fan 
at all: Open the door so the hu-
midity from the shower or bath 
reaches into the house.

* “To remove the skin from 
salmon, I freeze it and skin it 
while frozen. The skin comes 
off much easier, and I waste 
less of the fish. I buy a large 
piece and parcel it into sev-
eral smaller pieces, since it’s 
just me. I like salmon, and it’s 
healthy for me!” -- L.A. in Flor-
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FIREFIGHTERS
Continued from Page 1

CAR SHOW
Continued from Page 1

Holiday shopping online is 
one of our annual rituals, at 
least for a portion of the gifts we 
want to buy, but with COVID 
making in-person shopping 
too risky, a much larger per-
centage of us are likely to shop 
online. That’s what the scam-
mers and thieves are hoping, 
anyway. The biggest threat this 
year is likely to be emails.

You’ll often receive an email 
from the retailer saying your 
purchase has been shipped, 
and there might be a link in 
the email about that delivery. 
Beware clicking it. It could be a 
scammer hoping to install mal-
ware on your computer to cap-
ture any future credit card or 
account numbers you type in. 
Or they might ask you outright 
to type in personal information 
such as your name and credit 
card number.

Instead of clicking any link 
in any email supposedly from 
a retailer, go to the merchant’s 
website to look for information 
on your purchase or call them 
directly. Take the phone num-
ber from your bill or their web-
site, not from any email.

You might also receive 
emails about items you didn’t 
order and worry that your ac-
count has been hacked. Again, 
that is one way for the scam-
mers to get you to click a link. 
Don’t do it. Call the merchant 
instead.

Just ordering online isn’t the 
end of your steps to being safe. 
There are the porch pirates, 
those awful people who dash 
up to the house and steal pack-
ages right at the door. They 
often follow delivery trucks to 
see where the parcels are being 
left. Keep an eye out for your 
delivery. Or track it online. 

A final warning: Merchants 
often ask you to download 
their app to make purchases. 
You don’t have to. You can still 
make online purchases without 
adding yet another potentially 
unsecure form of communica-
tion.

Online
Scammers Eye 

Holiday
Shoppers

every single year for the next 
few years or however long we 
can continue it,” Wright said. 
“We want to compete on a na-
tional and on a world champi-
onship level. We think we’ve 
got the guys here in Irving to do 
that, to be one of the top teams 
in this sport.”

As for the competition it-
self, firefighters wearing their 
customary gear (jacket, boots, 
helmet, air tank) begin at the 
base of a five-story tower with 
a 42-pound hose pack at their 
feet. Once the horn sounds, 
they pick up the pack and 
climb the 63 steps to the top 
of the tower. After depositing 
the hose pack in a container, 
they begin the second phase 
of the competition, the hose 
hoist, where firefighters raise a 
42-pound donut roll of a hose 
and rope to the top of the tow-
er. 

Competitors then return 
down the tower steps before 
standing atop a Keiser sled, 
a chopping simulator, for the 
forcible entry portion. Fire-
fighters use a nine-pound shot 
mallet, which resembles a 
small sledgehammer, to propel 
a 160-pound beam for five feet 
before proceeding. 

Next is a 140-foot hydrant 
run where competitors slalom 
through obstacles leading to 
a 140 to 240-pound firehose. 
After advancing the hose 75 
feet by carrying it over their 
shoulders, competitors turn on 
the hose, open a gate, and hit a 
target before advancing to the 
final step. 

To complete the competi-
tion, firefighters are tasked to 
lift and drag a Rescue Randy 
mannequin, which weighs 175 
pounds, 106 feet to the fin-
ish line, concluding an event 

ESPN once called “the toughest 
two minutes in sports.”

“It’s skills that we would use 
in a normal-day big fire, but 
we’ve also put them all together 
and made it an obstacle course. 
It tests you,” Wright said. “You 
do all these skills back-to-back, 
and if you’re prepared to do 
this, there isn’t really anything 
on the fireground that surpris-
es you physically.”

Not only was he instrumental 
in bringing this event to Irving, 
but he continues to compete 
with 2020 being his 14th year 
as a participant. In fact, since 
Captain Wright participated in 
the most events and placed the 
highest, he was recently named 
2020 Grand National Cham-
pion in the over-50 category 
and also placed third in his age 
group in individual time at the 
world championship. 

Daniel Fyne a competitor 

with the Irving Fire Depart-
ment. 

“It is [a cool thing],” Fyne 
said. “We have to stay fit for 
our job. It’s very demanding 
with our gear, probably adds 
another 40-50 pounds. This 
is a good way to get out there 
and enjoy some camaraderie 
with our women and men who 
are in the department, and 
compete with other cities and 
other states from around the 
country.”

The world championships 
normally attract a large contin-
gent of competitors from Cana-
da and New Zealand. However, 
the pandemic has precluded 
them from attending the 2020 
event and competitors from 
some states are also not partic-
ipating for similar reasons. 

“It’s been a really good week-
end,” Wright said. 

“It means a lot,” Fyne said. 

“[Captain Wright] has been 
spearheading this, trying to get 
this event to Irving for a while 
now. Finally, the stars aligned. 

He’s worked hard. Our spon-
sors and the city have worked 
really hard with us to get it 
here.”

tain biking, rock climbing, and 
stuff like that,” Solis said. “In 
the summer we also offer the 
soccer camp and basketball 
camp and then we also do the 
tennis classes as well and all 
those activities are free to all 
the kids.

“Our whole goal is to keep 
the kids off the streets. We’ve 

been doing this since ’92. Ser-
geant Rubalcaba and Lieu-
tenant Hammer started the 
program back when they were 
in patrol. Back in ’92, we had 
some gang issues, so when we 
were working patrol, we would 
ask the kids ‘What would keep 
you off the streets?’ and a lot of 
them said karate and boxing.”

By Arden Terry
Irving—Christ Church Irving 
hosted its third discussion about 
homelessness through Zoom on 
Monday, Oct. 19. 

These lectures provide 
training for people who want 
to help homeless people. The 
meetings discuss finding long-
term housing solutions for the 
homeless, rather than provid-
ing short term aid.

Dustin Perkins, senior di-
rector of programing at Austin 
Street Center, served as the dis-
cussions’ presenter. 

Perkins spoke about a 
shared data system, called 

Church discusses ways to aid
people in homeless community

HMIS. HMIS could help differ-
ent homeless agencies commu-
nicate with each other. 

“HMIS is going to provide a 
shared system that goes across 
multiple agencies,” Perkins 
said. “Approximately 60 to 70 
different agencies are serving 
people experiencing homeless-
ness are a part of the HMIS 
system in our area. They’re 
putting information in, and 
you are able to see the informa-
tion at another organizations.”

Perkins also described diver-
sion services.

“Diversion means we are 
attempting to end someone’s 

homelessness rapidly by le-
veraging a person’s natural re-
sources,” Perkins said. “Gener-
ally diversion is something that 
happens when someone comes 
to the front door in accessing 
services. Basically, it’s an in-
tentional conversation with 
somebody, which attempts to 
end their homelessness within 
zero to three days of the first 
contact.”

People within the home-
less community have different 
housing needs. 

People with high acuity have 
serious issues that require on-
going professional attention, 
and might require skilled nurs-
ing facilities, assisted living fa-
cilities, or permanent support-
ive housing. 

Medium acuity people have 
minimal issues that require 
temporary professional atten-
tion or need temporary help, 
like substance abusers, but they 
do not require ongoing care. 
People with medium acuity 
could utilize supportive living 
homes, subsidized permanent 
housing, or rapid re-housing. 

Finally people with low acui-
ty may need help getting into a 

home but are able to sustain it. 
Examples of low acuity housing 
include senior living, shared 
market housing, low-income 
housing, and single market 
housing. 

“The end to homelessness 
is not easy,” Perkins said. “If it 
were easy it would have been 
done already.” Firefighters hone skills while competing in the World Challenge of the Firefighter 

Combat.  /Photo by Staff
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 Do you know or have a passion for design?
Rambler Newspapers is now hiring a part-time 

design editor to create ads and the paper.
For more info call, 972-970-1992 or 

email design@ramblernewspapers.com

DESIGNER NEEDED

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.net

LEGALS
Coppell

Irving

Gala raises funds for vulnerable communities
“I used to daydream about 

becoming very rich and helping 
someone in need,” Archarya 
said. “Financially, I’m not rich, 
but I am rich and big inside. 

“Life is too short. We don’t 
know tomorrow. Let’s do good 
work. Help others. Let our 

communities go, save, play and 
help the homeless.”

An Indian dance group pre-
sented a rich cultural dance in 
colorful gold, green, and red 
garb and concluded their dance 
by tossing rose petals out onto 
the dance floor. 

Ritu, a 17 year-old high 
school student, spoke about 
her experience working with 
HDNP. 

“I not only learned how to 
organize a big event like this, 
but I also learned what public 
service really is,” Ritu said. “It 
sparked me to do more. That’s 
a basic right of humanity, to 
help others.”

“The mission of HDNP In-
ternational is to lift the home-
less,” Nishtha Bhurtel, the 
organization’s administrator, 

said. “There’s a lot of bad news 
when it comes to topics like 
this. There was a rise [of home-
lessness] 2.7 percent in 2019. 
We can see that the homeless-
ness is increasing day by day.” 

The organization has fed 
over 11,000 homeless individ-
uals in the DFW area and is 
helping 15 formerly homeless 
individuals become indepen-
dent. It has also saved over 680 
lives through its blood dona-
tion program. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10387

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0051
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DE-
SCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SONRISA DENTAL 
ADDITION, AND LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF PORTLAND 
STREET, APPROXIMATELY 170 FEET SOUTH OF WEST NORTH-
GATE DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EX-
HIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE 
PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-TH TOWNHOUSE RESIDENTIAL USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE 
PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVID-
ING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10388

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0054
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE ALBERTSON’S 
ADDITION 2ND REVISION, AND LOCATED AT 555 WEST AIRPORT 
FREEWAY, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EX-
HIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL AND HOTEL USES UNDER OR-
DINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL AND HOTEL USES UN-
DER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND 
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES 
NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10390

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MCKINNEY AND 
WILLIAMS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1056, AND THE ELIZABETH 
CROCKETT SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 217 AND LOCATED AT 5101 
NORTH O’CONNOR BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETE-
LY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A 
CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN 
DISTRICT USE FOR C-O COMMERCIAL OFFICE AND HOTEL AND 
RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO 
S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-O COMMUNITY COMMER-
CIAL USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO 
THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS REL-
ATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTER-
EST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENAL-
TY.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on October 22, 2020.
 
RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

INVITATION TO BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1121-02 DENTON TAP IN-
TERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS.  Specifications may be obtained from 
BidSync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 P.M. central time, 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway 
Blvd., at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, 
which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m., CST, 
Thursday, November 12, 2020, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway 
Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019.  The city is following social distancing 
protocols, and face masks are required to be worn in the building.   
Please contact Charles Ellis, Procurement Services, at cellis@cop-
pelltx.gov to receive a Zoom meeting invitation for the Pre-Bid and 
Bid Open meetings.

By Kristen Muldrow
Help for Desperate and 

Needy People (HDNP) Inter-
national hosted the “Make 
Homeless Independent” fund-
raising gala dinner at the Hil-
ton Garden Inn in Irving on 
Saturday, Oct. 24. HDNP In-

ternational cares for vulnera-
ble populations, specifically the 
homeless and orphans. 

HDNP president Devi 
Archarya, a Nepalese immi-
grant who grew up poor, pro-
vided the event’s opening re-
marks. 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

Stockton, CA

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. STK-CV-UNC-2020-7231

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Passion L. Moore filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names as follows:

Present Name: Amyah Christan Jallah

Proposed Name: Amyah Christan Moore

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter appear 
before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes described above must file a written ob-
jection that includes the reasons for the objections at least two court 
days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: November 6, 2020. Time: 11:00 AM. Dept: 3A. The address of 
the court is County of San Joaquin, Stockton Courthouse, 180 E 
Weber Ave, Stockton, CA 95202.

A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspapers of general circulation, Rambler 
Newspapers, printed in this county.

Date: August 28, 2020

JUDGE ERIN GUY CASTILLO, Judge of the Superior Court

LEGALS

Crowd Software Consulting, LLC has multiple openings at multi-
ple levels for the following positions: 
Master’s only/equiv.: Software Developer V(CSDV20): Provide de-
sign solution, technical methodologies, and process solutions to meet 
the customer requirements.
Bachelor’s only/equiv.: ServiceNow Developer (CSND20): Drive ap-
plication design and requirements gathering sessions.
Mail resume with job ID to HR: 1200 W Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 3100, Ir-
ving, TX 75038. Unanticipated work site locations throughout U.S. For-
eign equiv. accepted.

Senior Software Engineer; Lightbeam Health Solutions, Inc. Irving, TX. 
Work in an Agile environ, developing a highly scalable SAAS web ap-
plication & related back-end services;   Master’s in Comp Sci req’d; 
Bachelor’s  w/ 5 yrs progressive exp accepted in lieu of Master’s; Cer-
tification as a Microsoft Certified Technology Specialist.  Send resume 
to kcline@lightbeamhealth.com.
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Life Tributes

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Julie Byrnes  Oct 30, 1964 ~ Oct 20, 2020
William (Bill) Thomas Maitland   July 12, 1947 ~ Oct 20, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313 

George C. Pressley  Mar 18, 1942 ~ Oct 24, 2020
Diana J. Stewart  Sept 8, 1930 ~ Oct 24, 2020
Cari Rhodes  Mar 4, 1960 ~ Oct 26, 2020
Leola Carey  May 23, 1938 ~ Oct 27, 2020
John Slade  Sept 15, 1936 ~ Oct 27, 2020

Dorothy Jane Kephart Hen-
ry passed away peacefully on 
March 15, 2020. She was a re-
tired employee of the City of 
Irving where she worked in the 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment as Secretary to the Direc-
tor and Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board for 20 years.

 Dorothy was born in Tyrone, 
Oklahoma to John Hubert Ke-
phart and Helen Josephine 
Lary Kephart. At that time, her 
father was Superintendent of 
Schools. It was in Tyrone, the 
family survived the Great De-
pression and The Oklahoma 
Dust Bowl. 

In the early 1940’s the fami-
ly moved to Canyon, TX where 
she graduated from West Tex-
as High School. Then, in 1944, 
She moved with her family to 
Woodward, Oklahoma. Fol-
lowing a devastating tornado 
in 1947 which destroyed the 
REA (Rural Electrification Act) 
building where she worked, 
she moved to Oklahoma City 
and worked for Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric Company for eight 
years. It was in Oklahoma 
City where she met and mar-
ried Otis O. Henry. After her 
marriage in 1953, she worked 
two more years at OG & E and 
then was employed at Sohio Oil 
Company until they moved to 
Irving in 1956. Their daugh-
ter, Lari Jane, was born there 
in 1957 and Dorothy and Otis 
became charter members of 
Plymouth Park United Meth-
odist Church, where they re-
mained active members until 
each of their deaths. In 1959, 
the family moved to Richmond, 
Virginia where their son, Joel 
Brooks was born in 1961. The 
family moved back to Irving in 
1962. 

Dorothy attended Northwest 
State Teachers College in Alva, 
OK, Tarrant County Commu-
nity College, Mountain View 
Community College, and North 
Lake Community College, and, 
as she would say, “still never 
got a degree!” 

During the 1970’s she and 
Otis were active in the Uni-
versity of Dallas Host Family 
Program. Dorothy and family 
invited students to join them in 
family meals, horseback riding 
and games of ping-pong in the 
garage and pickup basketball 
in the driveway of their home. 
This resulted in the couple hav-
ing “kids” all over the world! 

Upon retiring from the City 
of Irving in 1991 at the age of 
71, Dorothy became the volun-
teer extraordinaire. She began 
at the (then) Lively Park Senior 
Activity Center and later served 
on their Site Council; W.T. 
Hanes Elementary, Crockett 
Junior High, Irving Communi-
ty Theatre, Irving Sister Cities 
Organization, Irving Historical 
Society, and the Irving Police 
Department. She was a mem-
ber of the Irving Book Review 
Club and Espanita Home own-
ers Association. In 1998 she 
received the City of Irving’s 
High Spirited Citizen Award, 
then in 2000 was presented 
the Norm G. Sutherland Award 

from the Irving Police Reserve 
Organization for volunteer 
services in the community. In 
2015 she was awarded a Life-
time Achievement Award by 
the Keep Irving Beautiful orga-
nization. In January 2018 she 
“retired” from volunteer ser-
vices at Baylor Scott & White 
Healthcare Center-Irving 
where she logged over 11,000 
volunteer hours during a 20+ 
year career including serving 
on the Auxiliary Board. 

Dorothy was preceded in 
death by her parents John 
and Helen Kephart, her hus-
band Otis, brothers John Lary 
Kephart and Gordon Willard 
Kephart; two sisters Mary Eliz-
abeth Delhotal and Dr. Sarah 
Helen Youngblood. She is sur-
vived by daughter Lari Jane 
Crowder and husband David; 
son Joel Brooks Henry, and 
wife Elizabeth; grandchildren 
Laren Christine Jackson Posey 
and husband Quentin, Joel 
Brooks Henry, Jr. and Andrew 
Michael Henry; great-grand-
children Greer Elizabeth Posey 
and Grayson Thomas Posey 
along with many nieces and 
nephews. 

The family respectfully re-
quests no flowers. Instead, 
memorials may be made to 
Plymouth Park United Meth-
odist Church, Baylor Scott & 
White Irving Volunteer Ser-
vices, Baylor Scott & White 
Irving Healthcare Foundation, 
or your favorite charitable or-
ganization.

DOROTHY JANE KEPHART HENRY 
Dec. 10, 1925 – Mar. 15, 2020

By Kenneth Perkins
Fort Worth—To say snag-
ging a coveted assignment as 
a U.S. Air Force Thunderbird 
is competitive would be an un-
derstatement. Since the aerial 
team’s beginning in 1953, only 
325 officers have flown with 
the demonstration squadron 
known for its precision and 

Thunderbird crew keeps aircrafts soaring
death-defying speed.

The application process is 
a long, arduoius and detailed 
task; a Thunderbird pilot is 
not even considered unless a 
minimum of 750 hours of fly-
ing fighters have been logged, 
which could take anywhere be-
tween seven and 10 years.

“It’s not a sprint; it’s more 

like a marathon,” said Thun-
derbird pilot Maj. Trevor Al-
dridge of Wichita Falls, who 
over the weekend flew an F-16 
during the Bell Fort Worth 
Alliance Air Show at Alliance 
Airport. “It’s definintly a pro-
cess, but certainly one worth 
taking.”

The entire Thunderbird 

team, which travels the world 
to put on these aerial shows, is 
only about 160 men and wom-
en, so even the non-flying posi-
tions are highly-sought.

One of those coveted spots 
is that of Crew Chief, a certi-
fied Air Force Tactical Aircraft 
Maintainer, which is the job 
Staff Sargeant Dylan Gagne 
has held for four years. Gagne 
found himself, not quite at 
home in Arlington where he 
grew up, but close.

“It’s great to be back and 
even better to be returning do-
ing this kind of job in the Air 
Force,” Gagne said. “Growing 
up in DFW, I never really en-
visioned doing something like 
this, but here I am.”

Thunderbird pilots and Tex-
ans like Maj. Aldridge and Lt. 
Col. Dr. Noel Collis of El Paso 
attract all the thunder, so to 
speak, being celebrated Thun-
derbird pilots. But Gagne and 
his team are responsible for the 
care and upkeep of the aircraft. 
Without them, there would be 
no show. In fact, The Thunder-
birds have not cancelled a show 
due to maintenance difficulty 
in its 67-year history.

Once the pilot gets in the 
plane their only job is to fly 
without worrying about any-
thing else.

During a rehearsal run for 
the air show, Gagne and his 
team waited in formation as 
the red, white and blue F-16s 
taxed in to the hangers. As the 
planes came to a stop, the crew 
leaped into action, cleaning the 
aircraft and checking to make 
sure everything is prepared for 
the next flight.

“We are always here prior to 
the team’s arrival to make sure 
everything is set up and good 
to go, so when the pilots arrive, 
they can hit the ground run-
ning,” Gagne said. “It makes 
everything more fluid. We do 
inspections on the aircraft and 
work on the hydrolic systems, 
landing gear, even pull the 
engines if we have to. A lot of 
it is making sure the jet is safe 
to fly. But we do inspections to 
make sure nothing is wrong or 
will go wrong on the next flight. 
That’s pretty much it.”

It is even more than that, 
said Lt. Col and Operations Of-
ficer Kevin DiFalco.

“He’s slightly downplay-
ing his position as No. 8 crew 
chief,” DiFalco said. “It’s one of 
the most coveted positions on 
the team. What he does hing-
es on making the whole team 
successful. It’s the most critical 
thing. 

“Typically, we are moving 
around the country and it’s a 
new city and new state, back 
and forth, all over the place. 
It’s quite a bit of a maintenance 
footprint, and he has to deal 
with all that to make sure ev-
erything is up and ready to go. 
It’s a very honorable position to 
be selected for.”

Capt. Remoshay Nelson, a 
public affairs officer for the Air 
Force, said there are two doz-
en maintenance professionals 
chosen each season, and their 
selection is based on job profi-
ciency, dedication to duty, and 
overall attitude. 

“For each Thunderbirds 
F-16 aircraft that travels, you 
have a crew chief and an assis-
tant crew chief assigned to it,” 
Nelson said. “The important 
thing is ensuring that the jet is 
always mission-ready.”

Lt. Col DiFalco said crew 
chiefs must have good atten-
tion to detail, be a team player, 

diligent and have “a positive at-
titude. That helps doing some-
thing like this.” 

As one might expect, it in-
volves lots of training. 

“After basic military training, 
I went to tech school for two 
months and did more training 
after that,” DiFalco said. “At 
that point you’re ready for op-
erational Air Force and doing 
more on-the-job training when 
you get to your first unit.”

Gagne, who travels next to 
Rome, GA, Orlando, FLA, and 
New Orleans before returning 
to San Antonio, said as he got 
clsoer to high school gradu-
ation, he had a chat with his 
mother about enlisting.

“I was bouncing between 
Air Force or Marines, and my 
mom said, ‘Let’s do Air Force,’” 
Gagne said. “I’ve always been 
mad about airplanes. Always 
liked being around them. Now 
doing this is like a dream, real-
ly.”

Thunderbird crew members work on a Thunderbird F-16. /Photo by staff. 
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