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By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Link Church does 
plenty to help feed those in need 
in and around Irving. Normally, 
those efforts include inviting 
people to their Sunday morning 
service, after which individuals 
can take one of 150-200 bags 
of food.

Senior pastor Lewis 
Hemphill Jr. said usually 30-
40 people attend to receive 
food. But since the pandemic 
the church staff were forced to 
change how they deliver food 
to those in need. The church 
hosted its first drive-thru event, 
Feed My City, at 8356 Sterling 
Street in Irving on Saturday, 
Nov. 21. 

“It’s been our desire to use 
food as giving during this time, 
because there are a lot of peo-
ple who are struggling, not 
just this year because of the 
pandemic,” Hemphill Jr. said. 
“Struggle has always been a 
part of the American life. We 
try and use Thanksgiving as an 
opportunity to remind people 
that God still cares about them, 
and God still loves them.”

Anyone interested in receiv-

By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—A true team 
effort funded and constructed 
the new playground outside the 
Grand Prairie Family YMCA, 
a project which local children 
and their parents will enjoy for 
years. 

The playground, which of-
ficially opened the week of 
Thanksgiving, was designed 
by local children and was the 
product of a collaboration be-
tween the YMCA, Foresters Fi-
nancial, and KABOOM! A non-
profit organization, KABOOM! 
works with communities to 
build kid-designed play spaces. 

Kristin Kelley, associate vice 
president of financial develop-
ment for YMCA of Metropol-
itan Dallas, said the process 
began in late 2019 with dis-
cussions between the YMCA 
and KABOOM! The project 

By Lorenzo Almanza
Irving—For the past nine years, 
Paper for Water, a not for profit 
organization, has provided 
resourceful support to those 
struggling with basic needs.

“Paper for Water is a volun-
teer organization that uses the 
art of origami to raise aware-
ness and money for clean water 
projects around the world and 
in the United States,” Deborah 
Adams, the board of director’s 

By Kenneth Perkins
Grand Prairie—Kristin Swan-
son-Bennett is no fashionista 
by any stretch, but what the 
Grand Prairie ISD Career and 
Technical Education volunteer 
witnessed during mock job in-
terviews with students seeking 
internships was surprising and 
a little unnerving.

Boys arrived in jeans, polo 
shirts and Air Jordans. Girls 
wore spaghetti-strap tops, 
stretch leggings and Vans slip-
ons.

“We were talking about this 
one day and came to the con-
clusion they either don’t know 
what is appropriate, or they 
don’t have access to what is ap-
propriate,” Swanson-Bennett 
said. “There are other reasons, 
too. Sometimes being a single 
parent, for instance, means 
working not just one but two 
jobs to make sure your kids 
have what they need, and you 
are doing the best you can do 
with what you’ve got.”

As Swanson-Bennett spoke 
with the students about their 
“professional” fashion sense, 
she learned that while some 
were not sure what to wear on 

Paper for Water
creates art for hope

project coordinator, said. 
“The goal of Paper for Water 

is to raise money and aware-
ness for the world water crisis 
here and around the world,” Is-
abelle Adams, CEO and found-
er of Paper for Water, said. 

During the holiday season, 
volunteers create and collect-
ing donations for origami or-
naments. 

“All of these [ornaments] 
are handmade,” Deborah said. 

Playground opens at Grand Prairie YMCA
planning began in January, but 
like most construction projects 
around the world, was delayed 
by COVID-19.

“We literally had two months 
of planning before COVID-19 
shut us down,” Kelley said. 
“Then, in the midst of the sum-
mer, we determined it would 
still be best to go forward for 
children to have a safe outdoor 
place to play.”

In September, the ball start-
ed rolling again as local chil-
dren participated in a Kids 
Design Day to ensure the space 
was as kid friendly as possible. 
Playground equipment was 
delivered on Monday, Nov. 16. 
Construction began the same 
day and concluded later that 
week with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony on Thursday, Nov. 19. 

“Almost 16 years ago, our 
YMCA built a KABOOM! Play-

Church spreads love 
during food giveaway

ing food was asked 
to pre-register to 
receive one of 150 
bags of food (one 
per family) and a 
turkey. Distribution 
wasn’t scheduled to 
begin until 10 a.m. 
but the first car 
lined up about an 
hour before, and by 
9:45, over 30 cars 
were in the queue. 

Hemphill Jr. and 
his wife, Dana, the 
church’s director 
of fine arts, were 
assisted by 10-12 
enthusiastic volun-

ground, and here we are 16 
years later building a new one,” 
said Suzana Delgado-Gray, 
district executive director of 
the Grand Prairie YMCA, at 
the ribbon-cutting. “The best 
part of this is hearing the gen-
erations who have enjoyed the 
playground and now have their 
own families and are bringing 
their kids to this playground. 
I’m super excited about that 
long, rich history we have in 
this community.”

The project was completed 
without any in-person meet-
ings. 

“We have built this play-
ground virtually,” Delga-
do-Gray said. “We haven’t 
come together to meet, and 
we’ve been able to accomplish 
this. I don’t know if you re-

teers. 
“Because of social distanc-

ing, we would normally invite 
the whole church to come out 
[and help],” Hemphill Jr. said. 
“We had them pre-register if 
they wanted to be part of filling 
bags on Thursday night or Sat-
urday. We were trying to do an 

either/or so more people can 
be a part of it.”

Hemphill Jr. and his staff 
were expecting to distribute all 
150 bags and turkeys. Howev-
er, any food left over from past 
events was taken to local apart-

“They typically start at about 
an hour per time and can go up 
from there. Some of the orna-
ments take about six hours or 
more. The money that’s donat-
ed from them goes to fund san-
itation and water projects.

“The first thing to happen is a 
community has to reach out for 
help, because if they don’t want 
a project, they aren’t going to 

Charity's clients 
dress for success

job interviews, many others 
who understand business at-
tire simply did not have access 
to those clothes.

“We recognized this big gap 
existed between the students 
who had parents who could 
buy them appropriate clothing, 
and a large population of stu-
dents whose parents had oth-
er financial priorities,” Swan-
son-Bennet said. “I was, like, 
somebody ought to overcome 
this gap. Then I went, well, 
what am I doing?”

Last October, the non-profit 
Success Closet was born to pro-
vide business and professional 
attire to those in need. Stu-
dents were first in line for this 
assistance. Later, the nonprofit 
opened its doors to others, in-
cluding young adults up to age 
21, and victims of domestic vi-
olence. 

“We started with just one 
rack of clothes and items from 
my own closet,” Swanson-Ben-
nett said. “As we started getting 
out into the community more 
often, we had people offering to 
do clothes drives. We also did 

A volunteer helps to build the Grand Prairie YMCA's new KABOOM! playground. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 

A younster holds a sign offering hope to those in 
need during a drive through, food giveaway event.  
/Photo by Stephen Hunt. 
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ments, where it is delivered 
door-to-door by the pastor and 
his congregation. 

“We’ll take the rest to our 
local apartments that we’ve 
adopted, low-income apart-
ments, and we’ll just knock on 
the doors. We have preapprov-
al to come in,” Hemphill Jr. 
said. “We knock on the doors, 
give them the turkeys and the 
bags.

“It’s just an amazing expe-
rience to see people who were 
wondering how they were go-
ing to provide a nice dinner for 
their families for Thanksgiving. 
We are able to take it to them 
and let them know, God still 
cares about you. You might not 
be in the best place right now, 
but that doesn’t mean that God 
doesn’t love you.”

The Link Church also keeps 
its own food pantry fully 
stocked for anyone in need. 
Those in need may call the 
church at (214) 354-2817 to set 
up an appointment to receive 
food. 

“Our pantry is available 
when people call,” Hemphill 
Jr. said. “We have a link that’s 
periodically posted on social 
media. We were more heavily 
promoting it at the beginning 
of the pandemic, but it’s been 
available for a couple years.”

Due to current social dis-
tancing protocols, attendance 
at The Link Church’s Sunday 
morning services is only limit-
ed to 50 people. However, their 
services are available online at 
www.getlinked.tv. 

“We weren’t doing online 
service before. We literally had 
seven days to figure out how to 
stream live,” Hemphill Jr. said. 
“Our team didn’t know the 
software, the program or any-
thing. It pushed us to another 
level of ministry.”

Like everyone, Hemphill 
Jr., his staff, and congregation 
have been looking for silver 
linings or small blessings to 
take away from the pandemic. 
And he found a huge positive 
in these truly unprecedented 
times. 

“[We learned] that our situ-
ations and circumstances don’t 
have to determine our future,” 
Hemphill Jr. said. 

By Grace Reyes
Dallas—The Frontiers of Flight 
Museum held their third annual 
STEM Career Day on Wednes-
day, Nov. 18. Students could 
watch 5-minute videos from 
the exhibitors about their STEM 
careers and participate in a 
scavenger hunt.

Education programs man-
ager Rosalie Wade hosted the 
Zoom event with 10 panelists 
and had 140 students from KB 
Polk elementary and Young 
Women’s Leadership Academy 
in Grand Prairie join the event. 

“I did my Bachelor’s of In-
dustrial Engineering at the 
University of Missouri,” Adri-

ana Ocampo, and industrial 
engineer at the Boeing Com-
pany, said. “We have to get the 
girls motivated, because we 
lose the motivation at around 
age 13. It’s because we don’t see 
role models, and the activities 
that are presented in the school 
are not attractive for the girls.

“I think the lesson is to pres-
ent those opportunities and 
really market those after school 
classes or workshops right to 
make STEM also attractive for 
girls. So after age 13, they con-
tinue feeling attracted to and 
pursue STEM careers.”

Kim Smith, an electrical en-
gineer at Texas Instruments 

(TI), heard some degrading 
remarks about becoming an 
engineer. 

“The professor actually said, 
‘You know, maybe you would 
want to teach something as 
opposed to be an engineer,’” 
Smith said. “I think we, as 
women, have to be very strong 
when it is something that we 
really want to do.” 

When Smith asked her man-
ager what steps she needed to 
take to become a manager, she 
had a similar experience. 

“He says to me ‘Honey, you 
probably will need to cut your 
hair and not be so feminine,’” 
Smith said. “I didn’t do either 

of the things.”
TI is mostly commonly 

known for their smart calcula-
tors.

“The TI calculator business 
is only 2 percent of their rev-
enue,” Smith said. “The other 
98 percent is actually making 
[computer] chips or integrated 
circuits. That was the field that 
I went into. I will tell you that 
most of everything I learned 
was while I was on my job.”

Not all the panelists wanted 
to end up in a STEM career, but 
their path had led them there.

“I started out as a technician, 
but I did not always want to 
be,” Tina Crosby, automotive 
fleet supervisor at UPS, said. “I 
wanted to be a pediatric nurse, 
which is a drastic switch in ca-
reers. I didn’t see myself being 
here, but I don’t regret it for 
one second my journey, that 
took me to get here.”

Kendrick Crawford, traffic 
safety inspector at the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) 
never planned on working with 
planes. 

“In the FAA, there were so 
many different things that 
came to my attention that 
made me love aviation,” Craw-
ford said. “It’s been very fun to 
be in an organization that has 
so many different entities you 

can learn from.”
General manager Kev-

in Brooks at PPG Industries 
wanted to work with planes as 
an engineer. 

“I have a degree in aerospace 
engineering,” Brooks said. “I 
wanted something related to 
airplanes because they fasci-
nate me.

“Most of what we do in 
aerospace, is we manufacture 
products that go onto aircraft. 
I’ve progressed over 25 years of 
my career to the GM and went 
back to school several years 
ago and got a master’s degree 
in business to go with my engi-
neering degree.”

Frontiers of Flight hosts STEM Career Day

Irving—America Recycles Day 
(ARD), celebrated annually 
on Nov. 15, is a nationally rec-
ognized day dedicated to pro-
moting recycling in the United 
States. It is a Keep America 
Beautiful (KAB) program, and 
as the local KAB affiliate, Keep 
Irving Beautiful (KIB) is one of 
hundreds of similar organiza-
tions across the country that 
holds events to celebrate ARD.

KIB rose to another chal-
lenge that presented itself 
in 2020 by transforming its 
America Recycles Day into 
a social media-driven event. 
From Nov. 1 to Nov. 15, KIB 
asked volunteers to show how 
they recycle by posting pictures 
to Facebook, Twitter or Insta-
gram using #IrvingRecycles. 
Some of the volunteers showed 
how they crafted items from 
recycled materials, including a 
bird feeder made from a milk 
carton and a doll made from 
boxes and jars. Other volun-
teers posted pictures of recy-
cling in their neighborhoods 
or schools, and included tips 
about recycling with their 
posts. An estimated 18 adults 
and 36 students participated in 
the event. Three groups were 
chosen and received gift cards 
in a prize drawing.

“Keep Irving Beautiful vol-
unteers can always be count-

ed on to step up and partici-
pate when asked,” KIB board 
member Karen Harmon said. 
“KIB typically holds America 
Recycles Day events in a group 
setting, but this was a smooth 

transition to a social media 
event. It was great to see how 
KIB volunteers got involved in 
the event and helped to pro-
mote recycling in Irving.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

Volunteers recycle items

Bags of food and other items await The Link Church's big Thanksgiving food 
giveaway event. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 
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OPEN:  Tuesday - Friday 12 a.m. - 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
4140 Valley View Ln. Irving, TX 75038

972-721-7788 / www.DFWHumane.com

Dog of the Week: Paco

Hi there. My name is Paco. 
I'm about 1 year old. They have 
me listed as a Labrador retriev-
er mix. There is definitely a mix 
because I do not have the body 
of a retriever. I look like a slen-
der dainty American Bull Dog 
with the cutest muggy face. 
When you visit me, I might 
seem unfriendly in the kennel. 
You see, I'm overwhelmed by 
the sights and sounds of the 
animal shelter. My reaction to that is to bark and hide. But if you can 
spend a few minutes with me in a quiet area, you will find a sweet, 
gentle, calm boy. I know some commands. I'm good with other dogs. 
So if you room in your heart and home for a sweet, loving boy, who 
needs someone to share this big scary world, come on over and visit.

Cat of the Week: M. Poppins

M. Poppins is, much like her namesake, practically perfect in ev-
ery way! Not one to eagerly jump to greet you, she will wait patiently 
sunning herself while you make your way to meet her. Once you do, 
you will be struck by her beautiful fur and mild manner. She knows she 
doesn't have to explain anything. You'll just know. She doesn't really 
mind other cats 
as long as she has 
a place to relax, 
unwind, and en-
joy the good life.

VIEW FOREVER FRIENDS
www.DFWHumane.com

member the last time you slid 
down a playground slide, but it 
is invigorating. I did that before 
we closed down our last play-
ground and super excited to do 
it again next week when we [of-
ficially] open our playground.”

“We’re very fortunate to 
be able to partner with KA-
BOOM!” David Frederick, vice 
president and chief marketing 
and communications officer 
for YMCA of Metropolitan Dal-
las, said. “They’ve been a huge 
supporter of the Y for years. We 
are really just excited to see this 
happen.

“After the pandemic, we 
know that playing outside is 
one of the key components 
to kids being healthy. A lot of 
kids are doing virtual learn-
ing where they’re spending 

so much time on screens, so 
they’re not getting enough time 
and play time outside.

“It’s super important for kids 
to be able to get 60 minutes ev-
ery day of outside time. This Y 
playground and play space will 
allow kids to actually just come 
[and play]. Before they even 
step foot in the building, they 
can enjoy this. It’s really for all 
the kids in the community and 
the families that we serve.”

“YMCA has been so thought-
ful in its approach to how it 
should pivot to keep people 
safe but also provide opportu-
nities and access for children 
and families,” Kelley said. “An 
outdoor playground such as 
this is going to do incredible 
things for the Grand Prairie 
community.”

By Lorenzo Almanza
Irving—The Irving-Carrolton 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) hosted a Women’s 
Business Seminar via zoom 
on Saturday, Nov. 14t. One of 
the issues the organization is 
working to solve is the lack of 
employment for women due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
National Women’s Law Center 
reported in September 865,000 
women were out of work. 

“Because of the pandemic, 
people are going through ca-
reer changes and people have 
lost their jobs,” president of the 
Irving-Carrolton NAACP Tony 
Grimes said. “We wanted to let 
everyone to know there are still 
some jobs available.

“The calls I have been hear-
ing have mostly been from 
women. Their jobs have 
changed, and so we wanted 
to do something to encourage 
women to get out and contin-
ue to work toward [bettering] 
their employment situation. 
There are things you can do 
for yourself, some self-employ-
ment options such as women 
in trucking or doing business 
for folks like the city of Irving, 
a government agency.”

The panel included women 

ter employee, was happy to be 
helping the community.

“Last year we actually did a 
Thanksgiving event where we 
were able to give out hot meals 
on the day of,” Estrada said. 
“This year we decided to do a 
drive thru just to make it a little 
easier for everybody, especially 
with COVID going on. We were 
able to get non-perishables and 
turkeys, so families can make 
their meals at home and have 
what they need.”

The rec center partnered 
with Amerigroup to make the 
event possible. 

“Last year, we were able to 
give food to 100 people but this 
year it went up and we’re giving 

By Stephen Hunt
Dallas—The numbers sur-
rounding drunk driving are tru-
ly sobering. Each day, 29 people 
in the United States die in alco-
hol-related crashes, equating to 
over 10,000 fatalities annually. 
In 2019, Dallas County had 
2,191 alcohol-related crashes, 
which left 75 people paralyzed.

For the past nine years, the 
Dallas County DWI Taskforce 
has held a press conference 
highlighting the dangers of 
drunk driving around the 
holidays. However, due to 
COVID-19, this year’s event, 
led by Dallas County District 4 
Commissioner Dr. Elba Garcia, 
went virtual. 

“The message is clear if you 
want to drive, don’t drink,” 
Garcia said. “Alcohol is never a 
good advisor.” 

“Drinking and driving is a 
serious problem that threat-
ens everyone on the road,” Dr. 
Philip Huang, director of Dal-
las County Health and Human 
Services, said. “Even if you 
don’t drink and drive, always 
wear your seat belt and encour-
age everyone else to buckle up. 

It’s your best defense against 
impaired drivers. Seat belts 
reduce the risk of serious inju-
ries and death in a crash by 50 
percent.”

Lauren Black is a Dallas 
County assistant district attor-
ney who discussed the theme 
for this year’s task force cam-
paign, “What Alcohol Says.” 

“Alcohol is the great deceiv-
er,” Black said. “Once under 
the influence, an individual 
cannot make good decisions. 
Drunk driving is still the num-
ber one cause of death on our 
roadways. Texas ranks second 
in alcohol-related fatalities.

“These senseless deaths have 
a ripple effect that destroy the 
lives of friends, families and 
loved ones forever. Our task 
force is committed to reduc-
ing drunk driving crashes and 
fatalities in Texas, especially 
in Dallas County where we all 
live, work, and play.”

“Alcohol will tell you that 
you drive better after a couple 
drinks, that’s a lie,” Irving Po-
lice Chief Jeff Spivey said. “Al-
cohol will tell you that you’re 
close to home, so it’s OK to 

drive, that’s a lie. Alcohol will 
tell you that you’re not too 
drunk to drive, that’s a lie.”

In June 2005, McKinney 
native Tonya Winchester was 
paralyzed from the chest down 
in a crash with an 18-wheeler 
after the driver of her vehicle 
had been drinking. 

“Every day you live is a gift,” 
Winchester said. “Every time 
you are able to move your 
body, to feel your body, every 
morning when you first step 
onto the ground, these are mir-
acles. Please don’t drink and 
drive. Please don’t risk your life 
for anything, for anyone. It’s 
just not worth it.”

Emma Dugas, a program 
specialist with MADD North 
Texas, introduced a public 
service announcement (PSA) 
produced in a joint effort by 
MADD and the task force. 
According to the PSA, the av-
erage person can metabolize 
one alcoholic drink per hour; 
drunk drivers drive impaired 
80 times before being caught; 
every two minutes someone is 
injured in an alcohol-related 
crash, and one in three people 

will be impacted by drunk driv-
ing sometime in their lifetime. 

“The holidays are among the 
most dangerous times on our 
nation’s roadway with more 
people traveling, an increased 
number of events where al-
cohol is served and a surge in 
drunk driving,” Dugas said. 
“Drunk driving crashes can 
happen to anyone.”

AAA Texas is also doing 
their part, partnering with the 
task force to place crashed-out 
vehicles at busy Dallas County 
intersections this holiday sea-
son, a chilling reminder for 
drivers not to drive impaired. 
These “crash cars” will also in-
clude signage bearing some of 
the lies that impaired drivers 
utter either before getting be-
hind the wheel or while driving 
impaired. 

“If you plan to drink, have a 
plan, because one drink is too 
many. It’s not worth the risk,” 
Daniel Armbruster, corporate 
spokesman for AAA Texas, 
said. “It could cost you thou-
sands in fine, jail time or taking 
the life of someone else or your 
own.”

DWI Taskforce highlights dangers

from a wide-range of careers. 
Their focus centered on wom-
en in the trucking industry and 
opportunities for self-employ-
ment. 

“I was looking for places 
to get educated, and I found 
Women in Trucking,” Women 
in Trucking ambassador, Kel-
lylynn McClaughlin said. “They 
felt like my tribe, and they were 
professional women from dif-
ferent segments of the indus-
try. It has really helped me and 
my career to be connected with 
them and share and learn from 
other’s experiences.

“I did not find many women 
to talk to and say what it’s like 
to be a woman in this industry, 
which is so male dominant.”

“If you’re wanting to do busi-
ness with the city, it’s a little bit 
different than doing business 
with a private sector,” city of 
Irving purchasing manager 
Darlene Humphries said. “Do-
ing business with the city, we’re 
looking for your response to 
solicitation, rather than trying 
to get face-time.” 

McClaughlin and Hum-
phries spoke about the impor-
tance of professional develop-
ment and building a brand. 

“Professional development 
is really important, because 

before you can really com-
mit to starting a business, you 
need to understand all the dif-
ferent things that feed into it, 
and then you can choose what 
role you want to play in that 
industry,” McClaughlin said. 
“The more research you do in 
professional development, the 
more tools you have in your 
belt in order to be successful in 
your business.”

“The more you know in 
your industry the more savvy 
you’re going to know in your 
industry,” Humpries said. “If 
you can cite information as to 
the opportunities you’ve tak-
en advantage of that grow you 
professionally, that can go a 
long way toward looking as you 
being someone who has really 
dug in and knows what they’re 
doing. That business piece of it 
is extremely important.”

“I have two things that have 
been challenges for me,” Mc-
Claghlin said. “One was sev-
eral years ago I was harassed 
by another driver. It wasn’t by 
someone in position within my 
company, but it was a person 
in a position of power, and I 
needed help to get through 
that process, to raise that flag 
and confront that person. The 

other battle that I just have 
been wrestling with goes back 
to what Lakisha said a person 
didn’t want to share informa-
tion with her because she was 
the competition.” 

The NAACP chapter and 
panelists continue to encour-
age participants to not give up 
on their employment mission. 

“I would say be thorough 
and sharpen your pencils,” 
Humpries said. “Often times 
we’ll get a bid response of 
proposal of someone who is 
especially new to the process 
where they have gone through 
and not acknowledged all these 
documents and forms, so that 
thorough is very important 
when doing business with local 
government.” 

“We hope the folks who 
were on the call know there 
were some other opportuni-
ties available including mostly 
self-employment and contract 
and some other jobs in the 
city that are available,” Grimes 
said. “There’s a lot of work out 
there for anybody who needs 
employment, but mostly know 
that self-employment is always 
an option, and the women in 
trucking business is a great op-
portunity for women.”

NAACP chapter hosts seminar
to boost self-employment

Recreation center hosts 
Thanksgiving drive-thru

out to 100 families and helping 
more than 400 people,” Estra-
da said. “It’s always good to 
help out the community, and 
you know spread some happi-
ness in the world right now, be-
cause everybody needs it.”

The line for the food distri-
bution started about an hour 
before the event. 

“Next year we might do this 
again, so we’re hoping that 
we can get the community in-
volved as well,” Estrada said. 
“We usually do it for Thanks-
giving, but I would really like to 
do it for the holidays in general, 
so maybe something for Christ-
mas. I would like to do a toy 
drive or a Christmas dinner.”

By Yaritza Hernández
Grand Prairie—The Charley 
Taylor Rec Center in Grand 
Prairie provided a Thanksgiv-
ing drive-thru, which offered 
families in need Thanksgiving 
meal kits on Thursday, Nov. 19. 
Bags upon bags filled with food 
and other necessities were lined 
up on tables in preparation for 
the event.

Each kit included nonper-
ishables and additional items 
families could use to make 
their holiday meals, some kits 
contained whole chickens 
while others contained turkey. 

Rebecca Estrada, a rec cen-

Coppell—Holiday fun is hidden 
all over the city. Back by popular 
demand, the annual Holiday 
Scavenger Hunt runs through 
Jan. 4. 

Solve the clues and find each 
of the five holiday ambassa-
dors hidden around town, pose 
for a photo with each, and then 
visit cityforms.coppelltx.gov/
Forms/ScavengerHunt to up-
load your pictures and sched-
ule an appointment to claim 
your prize. 

Share the fun with your 
friends and family by upload-

ing your photos to social me-
dia with the hashtag #coppell-
holidays. Be sure to tag the 
city of Coppell on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. There 
are multiple holiday-themed 
ambassadors hidden around 
Coppell, but only a special few 
will earn Coppell’s holiday en-
thusiasts a prize, so consider 
the clues carefully. 

The week of Nov. 30, one 
clue will be posted daily to the 
city’s Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram pages. After a clue is 
posted, take a look around the 

city, find the holiday ambassa-
dor and pose for a photo with 
it. The first 100 participants to 
snag a picture with each of the 
five holiday ambassadors and 
submit the images to cityforms.
coppelltx.gov/Forms/Scaven-
gerHunt will win an EXTRA 
special prize. 

All five clues will be released 
as a PDF on Dec. 4 and posted 
to coppelltx.gov/holidays.

Beginning on Monday, Nov. 
30, participants should snap a 
photo at each location and then 
submit the photos to cityforms.

Coppell hosts holiday scavenger hunt
coppelltx.gov/Forms/Scaven-
gerHunt to claim your prize 
(while supplies last). City staff 
will reach out to you via phone 
or email to schedule a time to 
collect your prize from Coppell 
Town Center. 

Participants have from 
through Jan. 4 to pose with the 
special holiday ambassadors.  

For more information and to 
find the scavenger hunt clues 
(when posted Dec. 4), visit cop-
pelltx.gov/holidays or call 972-

462-0022. Be sure to follow the 
city of Coppell on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram to find 
the clues leading up the Virtual 
Holiday Tree Lighting on Sat-
urday, Dec. 5.

SOURCE City of Coppell

Coppell—The 8th grade Cop-
pell Middle School East Red 
baseball team won the Middle 
School Matchup Baseball Tour-
nament on Nov. 15. The boys 
battled and played hard, going 
4-0 to win the lower bracket 
in the 8th Grade Metro West 
Division. 

The East boys rallied togeth-
er with Bronco pride, beating 
school teams from Lewisville, 
Southlake Carroll and Keller. 

One hundred and sixty mid-
dle schools and 2,000 athletes 
from around DFW fielded 
teams for an awesome week-
end of baseball. The Broncos 

team, made up of 12 boys from 
East and one from Coppell 
Middle School West, scored 30 
runs on Sunday and only gave 
up 6. The boys had an amazing 
time representing East for this 
special weekend tournament. 

SOURCE Coppell ISD

Coppell baseball team
wins tournament
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

Carrier
Wanted
Call 972-870-1992

1. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
another name for the vegeta-
ble known in some parts of the 
world as a courgette?

2. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Latin phrase “Ars longa, 
vita brevis” mean?

3. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel begins with 
the line, “When he was nearly 
thirteen, my brother Jem got 
his arm badly broken at the el-
bow”?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 
is a pudu?

5. MOVIES: Which 1983 
movie featured the character of 
Tony Montana?

6. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the vacuum clean-
er on the children’s series 
“Teletubbies”?

7. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What color is carmine?

8. SCIENCE: What was the 
first mammal to be cloned suc-
cessfully from an adult cell?

9. FIRSTS: Who was the first 
African American man elected 
to the U.S. Senate?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: 
What was the name of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s family cat?

* Here’s an oldie but a good-
ie: Add a few drops of water to 
votive cups before adding a 
candle. The wax will float on 
the water, and when the candle 
burns down, it won’t get stuck 
in the votive glass.

* “Burned rice? No problem. 
While it’s still hot, carefully re-
move to a new pot any rice not 
browned or blackened. Then 
top it with a single slice of white 
bread. Allow it to sit for several 
minutes under a tightly fitted lid. 
The burned smell is absorbed 
by the bread, and the rice is fit 
to eat.” -- M.U. in Michigan

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlan-
do, FL 32803.

blanket; snuggle up with some-
one special.

* “If you bathe in a tub, try 
rubbing on bath oil before 
getting in the tub. You will get 
greater coverage and more 
moisturizing power from your 
bath oil. And at this time of 
year, who doesn’t need that?” 
-- M.E. in Washington

* “Here’s a great way to use 
Christmas cards from last year: 
Trace a child’s hand on the 
back of the pictures. Cut them 
out and use them to make a 
wreath for the front door. Or, 
make small jigsaw puzzles for 
young children to play with. 
Any good, detailed artwork 
on a card front will do. Make 
squiggly lines in the fashion of 
a jigsaw puzzle, then cut out. It 
helps if the cardstock is good 
and thick.” -- M.M. in Utah

* “To keep light bulbs from 
sticking in the socket, apply pe-
troleum jelly to the base of the 
bulb before screwing it into the 
fixture.” -- B.D. in Virginia

* Tigers, jaguars and leop-
ards love the smell of Calvin 
Klein’s “Obsession For Men”! 
Photographers who used the 
fragrance to lure the big cats to 
their cameras in the wild said 
the cats “would start drooling, 
their eyes would half-close, al-
most like they were going into 
a trance.” 

* The human body gives off 
enough heat in 30 minutes to 
bring a gallon of water to a boil.

* Between 1970 and 1973, 
four Israeli fighter pilots held 
as POWs in an Egyptian prison 
passed their time by translat-
ing J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Hob-
bit” from English into Hebrew. 
The book was sent to them by 
their family members via the 
Red Cross. The pilots’ version 
was published commercially in 
1977 and is still considered by 
many to be one of the best He-
brew translations available.

* Until 1953, New York City 
had a pneumatic tube mail 
network that spanned 27 miles 
and connected 23 post offices. 
At its peak, the system moved 
95,000 letters a day at speeds 
of 30-35 mph.

* Halloween is more Irish 
than St. Patrick’s Day.

* Ever wonder how the dice 
game Yahtzee got its curious 
moniker? A wealthy Canadian 
couple invented the game as 
a way of entertaining friends 
on board their yacht. After it 
proved a hit, the couple con-

sulted a toy maker who loved it, 
bought the rights, and changed 
the original name from the ge-
neric “Yacht game” to “Yaht-
zee.”

* Homer Simpson’s famous 
“D’oh!” is a real word in the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, though 
in “The Simpsons” scripts, it’s 
rendered merely as an “an-
noyed grunt.”

* Barbie has been outfitted 
by over 70 well-known design-
ers, including Yves Saint Lau-
rent and Christian Dior.

With snow expected that af-
ternoon, I suspected the veter-
an crew might not have shown 
up outside the coffee shop, but 
there they were, socially dis-
tanced around the sidewalk. 
And they were in the middle 
of a hot conversation when I 
stepped up.

The topic was a guy who 
had potentially faked his mil-
itary history and worse, had 
claimed he was a Purple Heart 
recipient, this time right here at 
home.

“He’s in our VFW. We took 
him in.”

“He needs to be brought 
down, if he’s a liar.” 

“So, do I make the call? I’ll be 
calling in a favor if I do.”

The group took a vote, going 
around the circle. It was 100% 
to find out once and for all if 
their fellow veteran was indeed 
a liar and a thief.

The main guy slid a phone 
out of his pocket, stabbed in a 

Purple Heart 
Phony

number, said a few words, lis-
tened and then hung up.

I can’t repeat here his exact 
angry words, but the summa-
ry was: Their friend and fellow 
veteran had lied. He hadn’t 
served where he’d claimed he 
had, hadn’t had the MOS he’d 
claimed he had, and he cer-
tainly had not earned a Purple 
Heart.

MOS is a code that identifies 
the job someone has in the 
military. This particular veter-
an had worked in supply at a 
small CONUS base. Unless 
he’d gotten a paper cut while 
stocking shelves, he’d never 
been wounded. Somewhere 
there was a faked DD-214.

I tossed my coffee cup in the 
trash and walked away, leav-
ing the group to their collective 
misery while they explored just 
how they’d been taken in. I’d 
heard the story too many times. 
Veterans and those who’d 
never served claiming ben-
efits, medals and admiration 
they never earned, enjoying a 
higher-level Priority Group at a 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
medical center, telling tall tales.

Eventually they get caught, 
like this phony just did, by peo-
ple who pay attention to their 
gut feelings. The Stolen Valor 
Act would take it from there-
Synd., Inc.

* Five ways to keep yourself 
from turning up the thermostat 
this winter: Put on a sweater; 
have a nice bowl of soup or 
stew; wear slippers or thick 
nonskid socks, grab a comfy 
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Dorothy Gallini  June 3, 1928 ~ Nov 2, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313 

Barbara J. Keeter   Sept 14, 1945 ~ Nov 20, 2020
Joe White  May 5, 1933 ~ Nov 21, 2020

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Zucchini
2. Art is long, life is short
3. “To Kill a Mockingbird”
4. Small South American 

deer
5. “Scarface,” Al Pacino
6. The Noo-noo
7. Dark red
8. Dolly the sheep
9. Hiram Rhodes Revels, 

1870
10. Socks

Using the
Internet to

Enrich Our Lives
With most of us spending 

most of our days at home, it’s 
time for us to take advantage 
of the internet. Here are some 
resources that can enrich our 
lives.

Inquire at the local senior 
center about any exercise 
classes online. Some classes 
will be live on Zoom and others 
will be videos that the instruc-
tors record and post on the 
center’s website. If they’re not 
hosting any classes, search 
online for “seniors exercise at 
home” and look for some that 
are produced by other senior 
centers. 

Virtual art classes can open 
up new areas of interest and 
reveal talents you didn’t know 
you had. Better yet, if you’re 
a beginner or are exploring a 
new art medium, look for vid-
eos that you can review over 
and over. Look online for free 
art classes online for seniors.

Exercise and art aren’t the 
only free classes you’ll find on-
line. Yoga and tai chi, sewing, 
baking and cake decorating, 
creative writing, a new lan-
guage -- if it can be done on-
line, there’s a class for it some-
where. 

And don’t forget Class Cen-
tral (www.classcentral.com). 
Check the website for a list of 
MOOCS (massive open online 
courses). There 15,000 differ-
ent free and low-cost classes 
in its searchable database 
from colleges and universities 
around the world. Imagine tak-

ing a philosophy course from 
the University of Edinburgh or 
Introduction to Classical Music 
via Yale University. (I put art 
history into its search box and 
got back 165 results.) Read 
the details for any class you’re 
considering. It will tell you if the 
class is self-paced, whether 
it’s free to audit, the class level 
and how much time per week 
you can expect to spend on the 
work, as well as reviews from 
other students.

If you’re unsure of your inter-
net skills, search for “internet 
basics for seniors” on Google.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

“Kindness in words creates confidence. Kindness in 
thinking creates profoundness. Kindness in giving creates 
love.” -- Lao Tzu

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Thought for the Day

Thelma Celeste Roberts of 
Bedford, Texas formally from 
Irving, died November 9, 
2020, at the age of 85.

Born December 18, 1934 
in Navasota, TX, she was the 
daughter of the late Singleton 
Berry Bedinger and Thelma 
Showalter Bedinger.  She grew 
up in Dallas, graduated from 
Woodrow Wilson High School 
in 1953.  On June 20, 1992 she 
married Roy H. Roberts in Ir-
ving.  She was a teacher in the 
Irving ISD from 1985 – 1993.  
She was a member of Plymouth 
Park Baptist Church in Irving.  

Celeste is survived by her 
husband of 28 years, Roy H. 
Roberts; Brother, Marion Sin-
gleton Bedinger. Children: 
Evelyn (and Tom) Fikse, Pat-
ti (and Gary) Tornquist, Joe 
(and Ruth) Dobson, Howard 
Dobson, Sue (and Sean) In-
gram and Gaylyn (and Mike) 
Chapman. Eight grandchil-
dren, Lauren (and Jon) Fikse 
Ng, Ben (and Steffie) Fikse, Mi-

chelle Fikse, Ian Ingram, Jacob 
Ingram, Scott Tornquist, Drew 
Chapman and Amy Chapman 
and one great-grandchild, 
Aidan Ng.

A family service was held at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home, 606 W. Airport Frwy, 
Irving with a burial at Dallas/
Fort Worth National Ceme-
tery, 2000 Mountain Creek 
Parkway.  Rev. Ken Branam 
officiated.

THELMA CELESTE ROBERTS

Life Tributes (972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.net

a fundraisers. We were getting 
a lot of encouragement and 
support from the city council 
and the mayor. That was great, 
helping us get off the ground.”

Two high school interns from 
the Young Women’s Leader-
ship Academy were able to 
help with marketing, spreading 
the word on social media, and 
connecting with their peers by 
holding presentations at local 
schools. 

Swanson-Bennett is certain 
the students, Litzy Torres and 
Taylor Gautney, were instru-
mental in securing scores of 
donations. 

Unfortunately, spiking 
COVID-19 numbers changed 
the way they operate.

“It’s forced us to be creative,” 
Swanson-Bennett said. “We’re 
trying to do a Zoom webinar. 
If we have a client, we get their 
sizes and then present them 
with options. As for donations, 
we’re not accepting donations, 
because we need to sort them 
out. But you can donate to 
the Brighter Tomorrow Thrift 
Store.”

Before COVID-19, partici-
pants had the opportunity to 
be paired with personal brand 
expert, Myaann Payne. The 
wife of a Grand Prairie K9 of-
ficer runs an image consulting 
and personal branding com-
pany specializing in personal 
shopping and “closet rehabs.” 

GPPD Public Information 

Officer Chelsea Kretz helps 
with other aspects of Success 
Closet marketing. 

“It’s really taken off even 
though it’s relatively new,” 
Kurtz said. “We are trying to 
make sure people know it’s 
here and what kind of benefit 
it can have for those who really 
need it. It really is needed.”

Victims services coordina-
tor Ana Quintana was an early 
believer. She did not hesitate 
to partner with Success Closet 
for those who are victims of do-
mestic violence who need job 
interview attire.

“Success Closet has been a 
life saver,” Quintana said. “We 
refer people, for example, of 
domestic violence getting out 

of a situation. They give them 
an outfit. 

“Most of our victims, a lot of 
them, not all of them, are stay 
at home moms. When the de-
fender is the breadwinner they 
walk away from situations with 
very little, or nothing.

“Getting this kind of assis-
tance is comforting to them. 
They don’t have the money to 
just go out and buy business 
suits. This is important be-
cause landing a job after get-
ting out of their situation can 
literally change their lives.

“If they are successful, they 
can get into the job market, 
they can provide for them-
selves and their families.”

SUCCESS CLOSET
Continued from Page 1

By Kenneth Perkins
Irving—Victoria Jamieson, 
the author and illustrator best 
known for ‘Roller Girl,’ a heart-
warming graphic novel about 
friendship and the power of roll-
er derby, began the Get Graphic: 
Family Matters panel sponsored 
by Irving Public Library and the 
North Texas Teen Book Festival 
(NTTBF) with a confession.

“Each book starts off like 
a complete mess,” Jamieson 
said. “When I first start a new 
project, I do lots of drawing 
and writing together, which 
is also a mess. When I do the 
writing, that’s a mess. 

Authors share joy of writing graphic novels
“Then the art is where I fi-

nally be, like, well, okay, may-
be this won’t be a disaster. But 
up to that point, everything is 
chaos.”

Author Kathleen Gros could 
relate to Jamieson’s state-
ments. Gros’ latest book ‘Jo’ 
is a modern take on the classic 
‘Little Women.’

“I very much relate to every-
thing, starting out as chaos and 
mess, and trying to find your 
way into making it all make 
sense. Eventually,” Gros said.

The authors traded funny 
stories, poignant anecdotes, 
and how they all at some point 

during their projects were 
saddled with self-doubt and 
self-judgment. They appeared 
relieved that their fellow writ-
ers at times felt as they did, 
sometimes wondering if what 
was emerging on their pages 
was good or terrible.

“It’s great having an edi-
tor tell you things are going 
okay when you don’t feel that 
they are,” Kiku Hughes said. 
Hughes’ book, ‘Displacement,’ 
is about a teenager pulled back 
in time to witness her grand-
mother’s experiences in World 
War II.

“We thought you would be 

great for this panel, because 
your latest books cover family 
dynamics and the importance 
of family and friends,” panel 
moderator Christina Taylor 
said. “What’s even better about 
your work is how you were able 
to touch on some really diffi-
cult themes.”

Indeed, Jamieson’s ‘When 
Stars Are Scattered,’ co-au-
thored with Omar Mohamed, 
is the story of four-year-old 
Omar who fled Somalia for 
Kenya.

Hughes wanted to delve into 
“the dark time” when, between 
1942 and 1945, a total of 10 

camps held well over 100,000 
Japanese-Americans in Cali-
fornia and other western states.

“Most of the experiences I 
grew up reading about or hear-
ing about were simplified or 
flattened, kind of this mono-
lithic experience explained,” 
Hughes said. “It was important 
to me when approaching this 
to try and give as many differ-
ent opinions and ideas about 
what happened. Personally, 
I just think the temptation to 

flatten entire communities into 
one monolithic experience can 
cause a lot of problems.”

All of the authors shared a 
love of comic books. Trung Le 
Nguyen spoke of reading them 
constantly.

“Comic books are such a 
wonderful vehicle to help a 
reader consume visual vocab-
ulary and is a wonderful tool 
to help you navigate real life,” 
Nguyen said.
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Irving

CITY OF IRVING 
(CIUDAD DE IRVING) 

NOTICE OF RUNOFF ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCIONES DE SEGUNDA VUELTA)

ELECTION DAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020: (DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES: 8 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2020):

To the Registered Voters of the City of Irving and the County of Dallas, Texas: 
(A los votantes inscritos de la Ciudad de Irving y del Condado de Dallas, Texas):

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 8, 2020 
for voting in a Runoff Election for the purpose of electing a Council Member to Place 3, to be filled for a three (3) year term. This 
election is being held jointly with other Dallas County entities.
(Mediante la presente se notifica que los lugares de votación mencionados más adelante estarán abiertos desde las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 
7:00 p.m., el martes 8 de diciembre de 2020, para la votación en las Elecciones de Segunda Vuelta a fin de elegir a un miembro del concejo 
para el Lugar 3, el cual servirá por un término de tres (3) años. Esta elección se está realizando conjuntamente con otras entidades del 
Condado de Dallas.)

ELECTION DAY COUNTYWIDE VOTE CENTERS
The City of Irving holds joint elections with the Dallas County Elections Department. Dallas County Elections Department will utilize county-
wide Vote Centers, which will enable all qualified residents of District 3 to vote at ANY Vote Center within the County, as designated by 
the Dallas County Elections Administrator. A complete list of Vote Centers is available at the City Secretary’s Office and available online at 
https://www.cityofirving.org/162/Election-Information. Specific Vote Centers located within the city limits of Irving are listed below:
(CENTROS DE VOTACIÓN EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES EN TODO EL CONDADO)
(La Ciudad de Irving realiza elecciones conjuntas con el Departamento de Elecciones del Condado de Dallas. El Departamento de Elec-
ciones del Condado de Dallas utilizará centros de votación en todo el condado, lo cual permitirá que todos los residentes cualificados del 
Distrito 3 puedan votar en CUALQUIER Centro de Votación dentro del condado, tal como así lo ha designado el Administrador de Elec-
ciones del Condado de Dallas.  Una lista completa de los centros de votación está disponible en la Oficina de la Secretaria de la Ciudad y 
en el internet en https://www.cityofirving.org/162/Election-Information.  Centros específicos de votación ubicados dentro de los límites de la 
Ciudad de Irving se encuentran listados a continuación:)

A.S. Johnston Elementary School, Small Gym, 2801 Rutgers Dr., Irving, Texas 75062
Barbara Cardwell Career Prep, Front Foyer, 101 E. Union Bower Rd., Irving, Texas 75061

Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley Rd., Irving, Texas 75062
Brandenburg Elementary School, Small Gym, 2800 Hillcrest Dr., Irving, Texas 75062

Britain Elementary School, Small Gym, 631 Edmondson Dr., Irving, Texas 75060
David Crockett Middle School, Main Entrance, 2431 Hancock St., Irving, Texas 75061

 Good Elementary School, Library, 1200 E. Union Bower Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Houston Middle School, Aux. Gym, 3033 W. Country Club Rd., Irving, Texas 75038

Irving Arts Center, Ste. 200, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062
Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060

Irving Fire Station #2, Bay, 1306 N. Story Rd., Irving, Texas 75061
Irving High School, Spectator Gym Foyer, 900 N. O’Connor Rd., Irving, Texas 75061

J.O. Davis Elementary School, Room 109, 310 Davis Dr., Irving, Texas 75061
L.B. Barton Elementary School, Small Gym, 2931 Conflans Rd., Irving, Texas 75061

Lamar Middle School, Aux. Gym, 219 Crandall Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
Lively Elementary School, Front Hallway, 1800 Plymouth Dr. W., Irving, Texas 75061

Nimitz High School, Auditorium Foyer, 100 W. Oakdale Rd., Irving, Texas 75060
Oak Haven United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, 1600 N. Irving Heights Dr., Irving, Texas 75061

Otis Brown Elementary School, Small Gym, 2501 W. Tenth St., Irving, Texas 75060
Sally B. Elliott Elementary School, Small Gym, 1900 S. Story Rd., Irving, Texas 75060

Thomas Haley Elementary School, Small Gym, 3601 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062
Travis Middle School, Cafeteria, 1600 Finley Rd., Irving, Texas 75062

W. T. Hanes Elementary School, Small Gym, 2730 Cheyenne St., Irving, Texas 75062

EARLY VOTING: (VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA):
   
Registered voters of the City of Irving and all residents that are registered voters in Dallas County, Texas are eligible to vote 
at any of the below listed Early Voting locations.  
(Los votantes inscritos de la Ciudad de Irving y todos los residentes que están inscritos para votar en el Condado de Dallas, Texas están 
aptos para votar en cualquiera de los lugares de Votación Anticipada mencionados más adelante).

The main permanent early voting location for early voting by personal appearance is: (El centro electoral permanente principal para la 
votación anticipada yendo personalmente es:)  

George L. Allen, Sr. Courts Building, Main Lobby, 600 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas 75202

The branch early voting locations for early voting by personal appearance in Irving are: (Las localidades de las sucursales de votación 
anticipada yendo personalmente en Irving son:)

Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley Road, Irving, Texas 75062
Irving Arts Center, Ste. 200, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062

Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060

All branch early voting locations for early voting by personal appearance in Dallas County include: locations within the city limits of 
Irving are in bold 
(Todas las localidades de las sucursales de votación anticipada yendo personalmente en el condado de Dallas incluyen: los lugares dentro de 
los límites de Irving se encuentran resaltados)

Balch Springs Civic Center, Meeting Room, 12400 Elam Road, Balch Springs, Texas 75180
Bear Creek Community Church, Breezeway, 2700 Finley, Road, Irving, Texas 75062

Coppell Town Center, Main Lobby, 255 E. Parkway Blvd., Coppell, Texas 75019
Crosswinds High School, Room 104, 1100 N. Carrier Pkwy, Grand Prairie, Texas 75050
Duncanville Library, Rooms 1, 2 & 3, 201 James Collins Blvd., Duncanville, Texas 75116

George L. Allen, Sr. Courts Building, Main Lobby, (Main Location), 600 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas 75202
Irving Arts Center, Ste. 200, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, Texas 75062

Irving City Hall, Main Lobby, 825 W. Irving Blvd, Irving, Texas 75060
Oak Lawn Branch Library, Auditorium, 4100 Cedar Springs Road, Dallas, Texas 75219

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Parlor Room/Lobby, 7611 Park Lane, Dallas, Texas 75225
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-G.P., Fellowship Hall, 4729 S. Carrier Pkwy, Grand Prairie, Texas 75052
Samuell Grand Recreation Center, General Purpose Room, 6200 East Grand Ave., Dallas, Texas 75223

Days and hours for Early Voting by Personal Appearance: (Los días y los horarios de la Votación Anticipada yendo personalmente son:)
  
 November 23 – 25   Monday– Wednesday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 (23-25 de noviembre)  (lunes – miércoles)
 November 28    Saturday   8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 (28 de noviembre)   (sábado) 
 November 29   Sunday   1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
 (29 de noviembre)   (domingo)  
 November 30- December 2  Monday– Wednesday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 (30 de noviembre-2 de diciembre) (lunes-miércoles)
 December 3-4   Thursday– Friday  7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
 (3-4 de diciembre)   (jueves-viernes)

APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOTS TO BE VOTED BY MAIL: (Solicitudes de boletas electorales para votar por correo): 

Applications for early voting ballots by mail must be received by Dallas County at the following address no later than Friday, 
November 27, 2020 by 4:30 p.m.: (Las solicitudes de boletas electorales para votar por anticipado por correo deberán ser recibidas en el 
Condado de Dallas a más tardar el viernes, 27 de noviembre de 2020, antes de las 4:30 p.m. en la siguiente dirección):   
 

Toni Pippins-Poole, Early Voting Clerk  
Office of the Elections Department  
1520 Round Table Drive
Dallas, TX 75247

Coppell

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1221-02 MUNICIPAL 
PARK RESTROOMS CLEANING AND RELATED SERVICES.  Spec-
ifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted 
until 10:00 a.m. CST Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at the Procurement 
Services Office at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be pub-
licly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a virtual environ-
ment, will be held at 10:00 a.m., CST, Tuesday, December 1, 2020, 
at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019.  The 
city is following social distancing protocols, and face masks are 
required to be worn in the building.   Please contact Charles Ellis, 
Procurement Services, at cellis@coppelltx.gov to receive a Zoom 
meeting invitation for the Pre-Bid and Bid Open meetings.  Please 
ensure that the requests are made, no later than, the day before 
the meetings.  Same day requests may not be fulfilled.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 8th day of December, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. for consider-
ation of the adoption of the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa 
Code with amendments.

This meeting will be closed to in person attendance by the pub-
lic to reduce the spread of COVID-19. A temporary suspension of 
the Open Meetings Act to allow telephone or videoconference of 
public meetings has been granted by Texas Governor Greg Abbott. 
Letters and emails may be submitted by any citizen of the City or 
other party of interest to express his or her opinion concerning this 
request. Comments will be read into the record during the public 
hearing portion of the meeting. Letters may be addressed to the 
City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling 
the City Secretary’s Office at 972-304-3669. This meeting will also 
be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.
  
PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND OPEN 
CARRY LEGISLATION

The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
makes requests for these services forty-eight (48) hours ahead of the 
scheduled program, service, and/or meeting. This publication can be 
made available in alternative formats, such as Braille or large print. Ar-
rangements can be made by contacting Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or 
other designated official at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 
1-800-735-2989).

Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.

Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF 
DESIGNATION OF REINVESTMENT ZONE

A PUBLIC HEARING will be conducted by the City Council of the City 
of Coppell, Texas, in the Council Chambers, Town Center, 255 Parkway 
Boulevard, Coppell, Texas on the 8th day of December, 2020, at 7:30 
P.M., to consider designation of the property described as a 9.84 acre 
(428,553 square foot) tract of land situated in the Thomas W. Cousey 
Survey, Abstract Number 317, City of Coppell, Dallas County, Texas, 
and being part of Lot 1, Block 1 of Lots 1 & 2, Phase 1, Block 1, One 
Twenty One Business Park, an addition to the City of Coppell, Dallas 
County, Texas, as recorded in Volume 99157, Page 27 of the Deed Re-
cords of Dallas County, Texas (D.R.D.C.T.) and being all of a tract of 
land described in Special Warranty Deed to Sealy Canyon Drive Land, 
L.L.C, as recorded in Instrument Number 201600333502 of the Official 
Public Records of Dallas County, Texas (O.P.R.D.C.T.), and being all 
of Lot 6R, Block A of Prologis Park One Twenty One, Lots 5R and 6R, 
Block A, an addition to the City of Coppell, Dallas County, Texas, as 
recorded in Instrument Number 201600331182, O.P.R.D.C.T. and be-
ing all of called 5.93 acre tract of land described in deed to Prologis 
Logistics Services Incorporated, as recorded in Instrument Number 
201500253657, O.P.R.D.C.T., located north of Freeport Parkway and 
east of State Highway 121, Coppell, Texas, Varidesk, LLC as a Rein-
vestment Zone under Chapter 312 of the Texas Property Tax Code.

The Council will seek to determine whether the improvements sought to 
be made in the zone are feasible and practical and will be a benefit to 
the land included in the zone and to the City after the expiration of a tax 
abatement agreement to be entered into pursuant to Section 312.204 of 
the Texas Property Tax Code.

At the hearing, interested persons are entitled to speak and present 
evidence for or against the designation.

Rambler Newspapers on Saturday, November 28, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE & OPEN 
CARRY LEGISLATION

The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990.  Thus, in order to assist in-
dividuals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
make requests for these services forty-eight (48) hours ahead of the 
scheduled program, service, and/or meeting.  To make arrangements, 
contact Vivyon V. Bowman, ADA Coordinator or other designated official 
at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 1-800-735-2989).

Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.

Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

LEGAL
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NOTICE OF RUNOFF ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCIÓN DESEMPATE)

To the registered voters of the City of Coppell, Texas: 
Aviso dirigido a los votantes registrados de la ciudad de Coppell, en Texas:

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. on December 8, 2020 for voting in the runoff 
election to elect:
Por el presente anuncio, se comunica que los lugares de votación indicados a continuación estarán abiertos desde las 
7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m., el día martes 8 de diciembre de 2020, con la finalidad de votar en la elección desempate 
en donde se elegirá:

City Council Place 5
Consejo de la ciudad para el Lugar 5

 
LOCATION(S) OF POLLING PLACES:
(DIRECCION(ES) DE LAS CASILLAS ELECTORALES):

 Dallas County Main Polling Place:  Denton County Main Polling Place:
 George L Allen Sr. Courts Bldg. (Main Lobby)  Denton County Elections Administration
 600 Commerce St.     701 Kimberly Dr.
 Dallas, TX 75202     Denton, TX 76208

 Coppell Town Center (Atrium)     
 255 E. Parkway Blvd.      
 Coppell, TX 75019       

 Denton County Precinct 3022 & 3023:
 Villas of Vista Ridge and Coppell Greens Subdivisions

 Flower Mound Community Activity Center
 1200 Gerault Road
 Chill Zone
 Flower Mound, TX 75028

For DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS, EARLY VOTING BY PERSONAL APPEARANCE will be conducted at the main early 
voting polling place and all other locations as designated by the Dallas County Elections Administrator and in Coppell at the following early voting 
location as follows: 
Los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DALLAS QUE DESEEN REALIZAR LA VOTACIÓN EN FORMA ANTICIPADA Y EN PERSONA deberán 
hacerlo en el lugar principal de votación anticipada y en todos los demás lugares designados por el administrador de elecciones del Condado de 
Dallas y en el caso de Coppell, en los siguientes lugares de votación anticipada:

Coppell Town Center       
255 E. Parkway Blvd.       
Coppell, TX 75019

Early voting hours shall include:
Los horarios para votación anticipa son los siguientes:
November 23-25, 2020  
23 a 25 de noviembre de 2020 

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 26-27, 2020
26 a 27 de noviembre de 2020

Thursday – Friday
jueves a viernes

NO VOTING DUE TO THANKS-
GIVING

November 28, 2020  
28 de noviembre de 2020

Saturday 
sábado

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 29, 2020  
29 de noviembre de 2020 

Sunday 
domingo

1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

November 30-December 2, 2020  
30 de noviembre al 2 de diciembre de 2020

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

December 3-4, 2020  
3 a 4 de diciembre de 2020 

Thursday - Friday  
jueves a viernes

7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

 
For DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS, APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOT BY MAIL shall be mailed to the following no later than 
close of business on Friday, November 27, 2020: 
Las SOLICITUDES DE BOLETAS PARA VOTAR POR CORREO de los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DALLAS deberán enviarse por correo 
a la siguiente dirección, a más tardar, el 27 de noviembre de 2020, antes de que finalice el día hábil: 

Early Voting Clerk Toni Pippins-Poole
1520 Round Table Drive

Dallas, Texas 75247
Fax: (214) 819-6303

For DENTON COUNTY RESIDENTS, EARLY VOTING BY PERSONAL APPEARANCE will be conducted at the main early 
voting polling place and all other locations as designated by the Denton County Elections Administrator: 

Los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DENTON QUE DESEEN REALIZAR LA VOTACIÓN EN FORMA ANTICIPADA Y EN PERSONA deberán 
hacerlo en el lugar principal de votación anticipada y en todos los demás lugares designados por el administrador de elecciones del Condado de 
Denton:

Flower Mound Community Activity Center
1200 Gerault Road

Chill Zone
Flower Mound, TX 75028

 
Early voting hours shall include: 
Los horarios para votación anticipa son los siguientes:
November 23-25, 2020  
23 a 25 de noviembre de 2020 

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 26-27, 2020
26 a 27 de noviembre de 2020

Thursday – Friday
jueves a viernes

NO VOTING DUE TO THANKS-
GIVING

November 28, 2020  
28 de noviembre de 2020

Saturday 
sábado

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 30-December 2, 2020  
30 de noviembre al 2 de diciembre de 2020

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

December 3-4, 2020  
3 a 4 de diciembre de 2020 

Thursday - Friday  
jueves a viernes

7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

 
For DENTON COUNTY RESIDENTS, APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOT BY MAIL shall be mailed to the following no later than 
close of business on Wednesday, November 25, 2020: 
Las SOLICITUDES DE BOLETAS PARA VOTAR POR CORREO de los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DENTON deberán enviarse por 
correo a la siguiente dirección, a más tardar, el 25 de noviembre de 2020 antes de que finalice el día hábil:
 

Early Voting Clerk 
Frank Phillips 

P.O. Box 1720 Denton, Texas 76202 
elections@dentoncounty.com

Coppell

City of Irving, Texas
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Regarding
FY 2019 – 2020 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report
(CAPER)
For the Use of Federal Funds Under
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

November 28, 2020

A draft of the FY 2019–2020 Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report (CAPER) will be made available to the public for re-
view beginning Monday, November 30, 2020 at the City of Irving Plan-
ning and Community Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Ir-
ving, Texas 75060.  Copies of the draft report will also be distributed for 
public review at the South Irving Library, 601 Schulze Dr., Irving, Texas.  
The draft report may also be accessed through the Planning and Com-
munity Development Department’s website at: https://www.cityofirving.
org/560/Community-Development-Division. The public review period 
will close on Monday, December 14, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

The CAPER is required for federal housing and community develop-
ment programs. Irving’s CAPER reports on the following federal block 
grant programs: Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG); Home Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME); and the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG). The CAPER outlines progress made in achieving goals 
established in the FY 2019–2023 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and the 
FY 2019–2020 Annual Action Plan.  The draft document includes the fol-
lowing: 1) information regarding amounts of funds invested in particular 
projects and activities; 2) descriptions of households assisted through 
investment of these funds; and other information relevant to the status 
of grant-funded projects administered by the City of Irving which affect 
local housing and community development needs.

The public is invited to comment on this report.  All public comments 
regarding the City’s performance under these federal programs can be 
made in writing to the Planning and Community Development Depart-
ment, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 or by calling 972-721-
4800 or E-mail to leverett@cityofirving.org.  Public comments must be 
received by Monday, December 14, 2020 by the close of business at 
5:00 pm.  The final FY 2019–2020 Consolidated Annual Performance 
and Evaluation Report document, including all public comments, will be 
submitted to HUD no later than December 31, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 8th day of December, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. for consider-
ation of revisions to Article 9-2, Fence Regulations.

This meeting will be closed to in person attendance by the public 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19. A temporary suspension of the 
Open Meetings Act to allow telephone or videoconference of pub-
lic meetings has been granted by Texas Governor Greg Abbott. 
Letters and emails may be submitted by any citizen of the City or 
other party of interest to express his or her opinion concerning 
this request. Comments will be read into the record during the pub-
lic hearing portion of the meeting. Letters may be addressed to 
the City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling 
the City Secretary’s Office at 972-304-3669. This meeting will also 
be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.
  
PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND 
OPEN CARRY LEGISLATION
The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
makes requests for these services forty-eight (48) hours ahead of the 
scheduled program, service, and/or meeting. This publication can be 
made available in alternative formats, such as Braille or large print. Ar-
rangements can be made by contacting Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or 
other designated official at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 
1-800-735-2989).

Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.

Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

Irving

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at
7:00 P.M., DECEMBER 14, 2020 in the

 BOARD ROOM of the IRVING ISD ADMINISTRATION BUILDING,
2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY,

IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s rating on the state’s financial 
accountability system.Savin Technologies, Inc. has multiple openings at multiple lev-

els for the following positions: 
 
Master’s +1 yr exp/equiv.: Software Developer (SSD20): RSA Ar-
cher, Archer Control Panel (ACP), Web Services, HTML, JavaScript, 
Studio.
 
Master’s +2 yr/Bachelor’s+5 yr exp/equiv.: .Net Develop-
er (SND19): Visual Studio, .NET Framework, C#, ASP.NET, CSS, jQue-
ry, AngularJS. Software Developer Applications (SSDA20): IBM 
DataStage, Big data Hadoop, Python Scripting, Unix. Software 
Engineer (SSE20): Java Script, Tableau, Tibco Spotfire, QlikView, 
SQL. Application Developer (SAD20):  JAVA, J2EE, JavaScript, 
JIRA, JBoss, Spring, Servlets.
 
Mail resume with job ID to HR: 9901 East Valley Ranch Pkwy, Suite 
2070, Irving, TX  75063. Unanticipated work site locations throughout 
U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

LEGAL

FOR RENT

For Rent:  Furnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath home near Heritage Transit Sta-
tion.  $1300 plus. Smoking and pets are not permitted.  Application and 
credit check fee.  Deposit required.  Please send your name, address 
and phone number to home75060@aol.com.

To apply send resume to: arielg@ramblernewspapers.net
or For more information call  972-870-1992

Freelancers Needed

WORSHIP ADS

To list your 
Holiday Services

call 972-870-1992
or email

johns@ramblernewspapers.net
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PAPER FOR WATER
Continued from Page 1

take care of it. They have to be united as a 
community to do this, then they do some 
community team building and sanitation 
training.” 

“We have hundreds and hundreds of 
volunteers who make origami and then 
people will make a donation for it or put 
it on the Christmas Tree,” Isabelle added. 
“The money we get from the donations, 
we then give to two organizations, and 
they are the ones that go out and build the 
water projects.”

One of the organization’s top projects 
has been centered on helping those im-
pacted by COVID-19 and providing the 
necessary resources to help them combat 
the disease. 

“A lot of our focus has been is on COVID 
relief,” Deborah said. “That has been two 
different projects, so one has been pro-
viding emergency water tanks to families 
here in the United States who don’t have 
any water. As you know, handwashing 
is extremely important in stopping the 
spread of COVID. We have been focusing 
on building what we call sanitation sta-
tions at schools.”   

“Paper for Water has also been working 
here in the United States in the Navajo 

help change someone’s life.”  
“I come from a family of missionaries, 

and we have always believed in giving 
back,” Kenneth said. “It means we are 
empowering people, developing countries 
and giving them the foundation for them 
to build upon. You can’t have schools, you 
can’t educate, you can’t have community 
development projects without clean water 
and truly clean water is the foundation for 
any community to build on.” 

“It’s extremely meaningful, waters the 
building block of everything,” Deborah 
said. “Just for example in the U.S., if you 
don’t have running water in your home 
and you don’t access to taking a shower, 
so good hygiene, it’s really hard to get a 
job and keep a job.

“We’re just trying to help people get to 
the next level, just the ground level, be-
cause most Americans can’t even imagine 
what it would be like to turn the tap, and 
there’s no water.”

“The girls have raised over $2 million 
and done over 300 water projects in 20 
countries. The impact has been pretty 
dramatic, about 75,000 people now have 
access to clean water because of their ef-
forts,” Kenneth said. 

reservation and that project 
has helped at least 250 families 
get access to clean water,” Ken-
neth Adams, a board member, 
said. “The Navajo reservation 
was one of the hardest hit by 
the pandemic. The number of 
people that developed COVID 
and the number of deaths has 
been really high, because of the 
comorbidities they have like 
diabetes and obesity, so help-
ing out there has been really 
impactful and something we 
hope to continue after COVID 
goes away.” 

One of the things the non-
profit prides itself on is the idea 
of giving back to the communi-
ty. 

“I think it is super important, 
and it is an amazing feeling to 
know that you are impacting 
people’s lives,” Isabelle said. 
“We have actually got to visit 
some of our water projects. It 
is just incredible seeing people 
using the water projects and 
kids being happy and healthy 
and getting an education rath-
er than spending their whole-
time hauling water. It’s such an 
amazing feeling and everyone 
should get the opportunity to 

Ornaments created by Paper for Water volunteers decorate a 
Christmas Tree inside the Four Seasons hotel. /Photo by Lorenzo 
Alanzo. 


