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By Lorenzo Almanza
Irving—New Perspectives 
Church in Irving hosted their 
third annual Harvest Festival 
on Saturday, Oct. 31.

Members of the church com-
munity volunteered, as various 
booths were held designed with 
specific themes and characteri-
zation. Some of the themes 
included Harry Potter, Justice 
League, 101 Dalmatians and 
Africa. 

“We’re excited to provide a 
safe opportunity for [our visi-

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Dia De Los Muertos 
(Day of the Dead) is a two-day 
celebration of life and death 
which dates back over 3,000 
years to the time of the Aztecs. 
The Las Colinas Day of the Dead 
Fest was held at Texas Lottery 
Plaza in front of the Toyota Mu-
sic Factory on Saturday, Oct. 31.

The event, in its second year, 
featured an altar replete with 
bright yellow marigolds, which 
attract departed souls with 
their bright color and strong 
scent. Symbols of the beau-
ty and fragility of life, yellow 
marigolds serve as pathways to 
guide spirits to offerings made 
in their honor.  

By Ariel Graham
Irving, Coppell, Grand Prai-
rie—As the dust settles, the 
nation holds its collective breath 
awaiting the results of the Pres-
idential election. Meanwhile 
a number of local races have 
already been decided according 
to the unofficial election results.

In Irving, Mayor Rick Stop-
fer won against challenger 
Olivia Novelo Aberu, receiv-

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Invented in the 60s 
and popularized in the 70s, disc 
golf is a competitive Frisbee 
game.

In 2019, the Professional 
Disc Golf Association (PDGA) 
had approximately 54,000 ac-
tive members, up from around 
30,000 in 2015. About 8,000 
disc golf courses currently op-
erate worldwide.  

Irving senior recreation spe-
cialist Thomas Anich learned 
about a Connecticut city which 
had successfully experiment-
ed with nighttime disc golf, so 
Neon Nights Disc Golf at W.O. 
Harrington Disc Golf Course 
was born.

“We just took it and put an 
Irving twist on it, beefed it up a 
little bit,” Anich said. 

Using over 1,300 LED lights 
to illuminate the course, the 
first Neon Nights event was 
held on Friday, Oct. 9, and has 

Election results affect local politics
ing 53.90 percent of the votes 
against Aberu’s 46.10 percent. 

“I am honored to serve the 
residents and businesses of Ir-
ving for a second term,” Stop-
fer said in a post on Facebook. 
“I am as excited today about 
Irving’s future as I was when I 
first entered into public service 
for the city. I know we have 
challenges ahead, but we can 
overcome them working to-

gether as a community. I look 
forward to working with each 
of you to capitalize on the many 
opportunities I see for Irving.”

There will be a runoff be-
tween Mark Zeske (46.48 
percent) and Abdul Khabeer 
(32.73 percent) for City Coun-
cil District 3. 

Councilman Oscar Ward ran 
unopposed in District 5. 

Rosemary Robbins (58.98 

percent) won against Charles 
Nutt (41.02 percent) for Irving 
ISD School Board District 1.

Michael Kelley (50.30 per-
cent) narrowly beat out Jose 
Parra (49.70 percent) for Dis-
trict 2.

A swearing in ceremony will 
be held for Mayor Stopfer and 
Councilman Ward on Nov. 12. 
Irving will hold its runoff elec-
tion on Dec. 8. 

In Coppell, Wes Mays (54.76 
percent) won against Davin 
Bernstien (45.24 percent) for 
Coppell City Council place 3. 

A runoff will be held for 
Place 5 between Jim Walker 
(33.43 percent) and John Jun 
(47.08 percent). 

Both Cliff Long and Mark 

Hill ran unopposed for places 1 
and 7, respectively. 

For the Coppell ISD School 
Board election, Neena Biswas 
(51.00 percent) won a close 
race against Thom Hulme 

(49.00 percent) for place 4, 
and David Caviness ran unop-
posed for place 5.

In Grand Prairie, Proposi-

Church hosts fun Harvest Festival
tors],” Pastor Alexandra Tataje 
said. “They can go out and have 
some fun, get some candy and 
enjoy that as well. We just want 
to bless the community.” 

“The main goal was to give 
people hope,” Pastor Martin 
Tataje said. “I think a lot of 
people have been affected by 
the pandemic financially, and 
a lot of the kids are not happy 
with the Zoom classes and all 
that. I think this just brings 
a little bit of hope and a bit of 
normalcy,” 

“It’s so insightful,” volunteer 
Melissa Robles said. “It just 
takes our mind off the negativi-
ty going on right now. Especial-
ly with the election and things 
of that nature, to bring smiles 
to people’s faces means every-
thing to me honestly. 

“The real reason why I’m 
here is to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. His message was 
to spread the Gospel, so if we 
can do that any shape or form, 
then that’s what we want to do. 
We want to physically help the 

community. We want to serve. 
God is in the center of all of this 
and just have faith.”

Residents from all over Ir-
ving and neighboring cities 
participated as the church pro-
vided families a Halloween ex-
perience. 

“We have children, and they 
go out,” Irving resident Luis 
Chavez. “They are tired of stay-
ing home every day. We try to 
give them whatever we have, 
and we try to make the kids 
happy.”

“It’s just the fact that you’re 
around people,” participant 
Denis Pitt said. “You spend so 
much time inside and finally 
have the ability to go outside, 
enjoy being around people, 
connecting with them. I think 
we try to keep the Halloween 
spirit up.”

The international church 
hoped to provide a safe-haven 
for people, as they continued to 

Spirts return to Las 
Colinas for a day

Petals of yellow marigolds 
(cempasuchil) were also sprin-
kled on the ground to create 
paths for spirits to reach the 
altar. 

Offerings (ofrendas) on the 
altar honored the departed 
through photos, their favorite 
foods, drinks and lit candles. 

Other standards on the altar 
included water to quench thirst 
and for purification, salt to sea-
son food and for purification, 
and bread, which represents 
the food required for survival.

Certain colors carry signif-
icant meaning during Dia de 
Los Muertos: red (blood of 
life), yellow (death itself), or-
ange (the sun), purple (pain, 
mourning), white (hope, pu-
rity), pink (celebration), and 
black (land of the dead).

“It’s really important that we 
bring the interesting culture 
not only to Irving-Las Colinas 
but this part of Texas, partic-
ularly this Day of the Dead or 
Dia De Los Muertos. It is very 
cultural,” Irving city coun-
cilman Al Zapanta said. “It’s 
about honoring your family 
that are passed on. It’s a hap-
py occasion, a celebration, just 
like what we do with Cinco de 
Mayo. Now Irving has over 40 
percent of the population (that) 
is Hispanic/Latino or Mexican, 
so this is a very important part 
of our culture.”

Dia de Los Muertos features 
three celebrations. The first day 
is Dia de Los Angelitos (Day 
of the Little Angels), when it 

Neon Nights gives 
new twist to game

been held every Friday and 
Saturday evening since. The 
course at 5350 Valley View 
Lane, just south of DFW Inter-
national Airport, will host its 
final Neon Nights weekend on 
Nov. 6 and 7.

For only $5, groups of up 
to four players can play nine 
par-three holes. A sanitized 
light-up disc, which can be pro-
grammed to a player’s favorite 

color, is provided. After com-
pleting their rounds, players 
return their discs. Much like 
golf, disc golf begins with play-
ers teeing off at each hole by, in 
this case, flinging their discs to-
ward a basket. Players get their 
score by counting the number 
of throws it takes to land their 
disc in the basket. 

Friends and family greet the spirits of the dead in Las Colinas. /Photo by 
Stephen Hunt.

A disc golf basket glows in the darking gloom as the sun sets. /Photo by 
Stephen Hunt. 
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Have an exciting event for 
the community calendar?

Tell us about your event!
Call 972-870-1992 or email 

ARIELG@Ramblernewspapers.net
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Grand Prairie—From 
‘Carrie’ to ‘Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer,’ monsters and high 
school have gone together 
like, well … Frankenstein and 
Dracula. It can be scary stuff. 
As part of a class project, stu-

Students film ‘Tardy Terror’
dents at Grand Prairie’s ISD’s 
Dubiski Career High School 
played with the idea of what 
would happen if there was a 
monster lurking on their cam-
pus. That project grew into 
something much more. As in, 

feature-length more. 
In the 2018-2019 school 

year, Dubiski Career High 
School instructors Tyler Case 
and Brian Blosser took a short-
film project and turned it into 
a full-blown movie-making ad-

venture. 
The film, titled ‘Tardy Ter-

ror,’ had a budget of $3,000 
(with $2,500 donated) 
and took 65 days to shoot. 
That didn’t involve editing, 
post-production, or a world-

wide pandemic that slowed, 
but didn’t stop the project.

The cast is almost exclu-
sively students, though some 
professional actors, previous-
ly brought in to speak to and 
mentor students, are in the 
film as well. Several teachers, 
a number of extras, and even 
some parents were involved. 
Though most of the film was 
shot on the Dubiski campus, 
the crew also used Main Event 
in Grand Prairie, Hangman’s 
House of Horrors, and the Go-
pher-Warrior Bowl. Costumes 
were made by Midnight Studio 

Effects and the school’s Archi-
tecture pathway built some of 
the sets.

Students plan to submit 
their work to film festivals, 
get it on Amazon Prime and 
Vudu, and ultimately mar-
ket it for sale with funds go-
ing directly back into the pro-
gram so other students might 
have the same opportunity. 
Some previews of ‘Tardy Terror, 
can be viewed at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=m5cjz-
TQ-94Y&feature=youtu.be .

SOURCE Grand Prairie ISD

Irving—Students from Ranch-
view High School in the Carroll-
ton-Farmers Branch Indepen-
dent School District received 
national recognition at the 
National Honors Mark of Ex-
cellence competition. 

Chandani Karow, fresh-

Coppell—With the changes and 
hardships brought on by the 
global pandemic this year, it has 
never been more important to 
find and celebrate the positive. 
From the simple little things to 
the grand gestures, the city of 
Coppell is asking residents to 
dig deep and share what has 
kept them going the last several 

Coppell launches Blue Skies 
community collage project

months through the Blue Skies 
Project.

Throughout the month of 
November, Coppell residents 
are invited to visit coppelltx.
gov/blueskies and click on 
the “share your joy” button to 
share photos that bring them 
joy, happiness, and hope. Res-

idents are also encouraged to 
include a short description 
explaining why the photo pro-
vides joy or how the people in 
the photo have helped them 
through this challenging year. 

This community collage is a 
chance for residents to share 
their happy moments and dis-

cover joy in new ways by seeing 
their neighbors’ photos and de-
scriptions of hope. The last day 
to submit photos is Nov. 23. 
Photos submitted the previous 
business day will be uploaded 
to the site by noon the follow-
ing business day. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

Ranchview High School Orchestra 
students earn national distinction

man, and Esther Peng, junior, 
received outstanding soloist 
awards at the event. Both play-
ers earned the national-level 
distinction for solos performed 
as part of their orchestra’s per-
formance given at the UIL Con-
cert and Sightreading Contest 

earlier this year. Karow’s viola 
solo was performed while still 
an eighth-grader as a member 
of the Barbara Bush Middle 
School Orchestra, a feeder pro-
gram to Ranchview.

The award for “Outstanding 
Soloist” is an individual honor 

given in the Mark of Excellence 
competitions sponsored by The 
Foundation for Musical Excel-
lence. These competitions are 
open to orchestras and other 
musical groups from anywhere 
in the United States. 

SOURCE CFBISD

test entitled ‘Through Their 
Eyes’ by Young Writers USA. 
The contest prompted high 
school students to write a 
poem from someone’s point 
of view. Students were able to 
interpret the theme and idea 
as they wish. Out of over 5,000 
entries into the contest, six cur-
rent and former students from 
Ranchview High school were 
chosen to publish their poems 
in an upcoming publication for 
the organization.

Congratulations to the fol-
lowing current students:

Shruthi Dandamudi “Alone”
Laila Malik-Bey “Listening”
Janessa Balderas “Survivor.”
Congratulations to students 

from the class of 2020:
Megan Shapiro “Nosebleed”
Jordan Lee “Roaches”
Hana Musa “Parched.”
“I am happy to let you know 

that a number of poems writ-
ten by students from your 
school have been chosen for 
publication in ‘Through Their 
Eyes-Keep Your Word,’” Kat 
Cockrill, editor of Young Writ-
ers USA, said. “We received 
in excess of 5,000 entries. I’ve 
personally read all the work 
from the schools that have 
been invited to be included 
in ‘Through Their Eyes-Keep 
Your Word’ and chosen the po-
ems I’d love to publish.”

Ranchview is currently a 
finalist in the ‘Through Their 
Eyes’ contest to receive the 
Young Writers’ Award of Ex-
cellence. Finalists will be an-
nounced in March of 2021. 

SOURCE CFBISD

Ranchview students’
poems published

Irving—Poetry is often a form 
of expression which evokes 
meaning. Many believe this 
form of expression predates 
literacy. Several young people 
get their start reading by hear-
ing poetry in the form of fables 
and tales. 

Ranchview High School stu-
dents in the Carrollton-Farm-
ers Branch School District have 
taken their own poetry to the 
next level getting their verses 
published in a national maga-
zine.

Students entered a con-
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4140 Valley View Ln. Irving, TX 75038

972-721-7788 / www.DFWHumane.com

Dog of the 
Week: Ellie

How-dy! I’m Ellie, 
and I cannot wait until 
I get to meet you! I’m 
such a social butterfly 
that as soon as I hear 
someone’s voice or foot-
steps or anything re-
motely close to me, I’m 
up on my feet and ready 
to meet! That’s just me! 
I’m a puppy and I’m en-
ergetic, active, friendly, playful, and fun. Most of all, though, 
I’m ready to spend my time with you hanging out, running, 
walking, playing in the backyard. As long as I have you by my 
side, I’ll be ready to go!

Cat of the 
Week: Sylvia

Hello, kind humans. 
I'm Sylvia. I am so anx-
ious to meet you. I'm 
also *anxious* to meet 
you. I am a bit shy when 
I first meet new people 
but not for long. Once 

you extend your hand to pet me, I'll be yours in an instant. The 
people I've met here tell me over and over how gorgeous I am. 
Who am I to argue with that? I guess you'll be the judge when 
you visit. I really do enjoy meeting new people and spending 
time with other cats. I spent a lot of time with a lot of other 
cats before coming here, so I know how to get along nicely. I'm 
just a bit over two years old, so you and I have plenty of time to 
spend together nuzzling and cuddling.

VIEW FOREVER FRIENDS
www.DFWHumane.com

 Do you know or have a passion for design?
Rambler Newspapers is now hiring a part-time 

design editor to create ads and the paper.
For more info call, 972-970-1992 or 

email design@ramblernewspapers.com

DESIGNER NEEDED

Life Tributes

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Jimmy “Buzz” Ziegenfuss  July 5, 1961 ~ Oct 28, 2020
Peggy Joyce Hicks  Aug 18, 1932 ~ Oct 30, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313 

Alvah White  Feb 11, 1935 ~ Oct 30, 2020
Mary Curtis  Feb 17, 1932 ~ Oct 30, 2020
Jean Pierre Cileu Kabuya  Nov 11, 1966 ~ Oct 31, 2020
Doyle Argenbright  Sept 29, 1931 ~ Oct 31, 2020

James Meler died October 17, 
2020,  Jim was born in Dal-
hart, Texas, and lived in Lib-
eral, Kansas before moving to 
Wichita Falls, Texas, to attend 
Midwestern State University. 
He met and married Virgin-
ia Millspaugh while at Mid-
western. Jim taught school in 
Wichita Falls until he joined 
Ross Perot’s newly formed 
Electronic Data systems as one 
of the original employees. He 
worked for EDS for 31 years 
before retiring and focusing on 
volunteerism. He was deeply 
committed to the Salvation 

Army, City of Irving and other 
volunteer organizations. He is 
survived by his wife Virginia, 
his son JD and daughter Kel-
ley. He loved and cared deep-
ly for Kate, Sydney, Emory, 
Marcus, Devin, and Allison as 
well. A memorial will be held 
at a later date.. In lieu of flow-
ers, he asked for donations to 
Irving Salvation Army, 250 E. 
Grauwyler Road, Irving, TX 
75061. Attention Lt. Acosta 
or Friends of the Irving Mu-
seums, P.O. Box 17042, Irving 
TX 75017

JAMES MELER

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS
Coppell

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-1545

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 9 ‘GENER-
AL REGULATIONS’, ARTICLE 9-5 “HOUSE TRAILERS AND TRAIL-
ER PARKS”, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REFERENCE 
TRAILER PARKS AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; PROVIDING 
A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF 
TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-1546

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 8 ‘TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS’, ARTICLE 8-3 “PARKING”, SECTION 8-3-5 “PARK-
ING REGULATIONS OF BOATS AND CERTAIN VEHICLES IN RESI-
DENTIAL AREAS” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY REPEALING 
IT IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW SECTION 
8-3-5 “PARKING REGULATIONS OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, 
BOATS BUSES, TRAILERS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS”; PROVIDING 
A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF 
TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

DULY PASSED by the City Council of the City of Coppell, Texas, this the 
28th day of October 2020.

APPROVED: KAREN SELBO HUNT, MAYOR 
ATTEST: ASHLEY OWENS, CITY SECRETARY
APPROVED AS TO FORM: ROBERT E. HAGER, CITY ATTORNEY

Atos Syntel Inc. has two positions available in Irving, TX.  
ServiceNow Architect & Project Manager. Work as ServiceNow sub-
ject matter expert, & manage projects.  BS deg in, Engg (any), IT, or rel. 
10 yrs design & dev info sys & project mgmt. Other exp reqd. Can work 
remotely or tele. Trav up to 100% at various unanticipated client sites in 
U.S. Job ID OGL19.
Sr. Technical Architect & Project Manager. Design, dev & implement 
effective tech business solutions in service-oriented architecture, cloud 
solutions, business process mapping & web apps.  BS in CS, IT, Engg 
(any) or rel. 6 yrs designing & dev info sys or rel. Other exp reqd. Can 
work remotely or tele. Trav up to 100% at various unanticipated client 
sites in U.S. Job ID OGL 18.  
Send resume to sneha.alour@atos.net & reference appropriate job ID 
in subject.

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1121-01 SOUTHWEST-
ERN WATER TOWER SITE IMPROVEMENTS.  Specifications may be 
obtained from BidSync.com. Bids will be accepted until 2:00 p.m., 
CST, Tuesday, November 24, 2020, at the Procurement Services Of-
fice at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  
A Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be 
held at 2:00 p.m., CST, Tuesday, November 17, 2020, at the City of 
Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019.  The city is follow-
ing social distancing protocols, and face masks are required to be 
worn in the building.   Please contact Charles Ellis, Procurement 
Services, at cellis@coppelltx.gov to receive a Zoom meeting invi-
tation for the Pre-Bid.

INVITATION TO BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1121-02 DENTON TAP 
INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS.  Specifications may be obtained 
from BidSync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 P.M. central 
time, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 at the City of Coppell, 255 
Parkway Blvd., at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid 
meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 
p.m., CST, Thursday, November 12, 2020, at the City of Coppell, 
255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019.  The city is following social 
distancing protocols, and face masks are required to be worn in 
the building.   Please contact Charles Ellis, Procurement Services, 
at cellis@coppelltx.gov to receive a Zoom meeting invitation for 
the Pre-Bid and Bid Open meetings.

tion A was passed with 77.03 
percent voting in favor and 
22.97 percent voting against. 
Proposition A stated that the 
city of Grand Prairie will con-
tinue to collect a sales tax of 
0.25 percent to fund Grand 
Prairie’s Crime Control and 
Prevention District (CCPD) for 
the next 20 years.

On the county level, Dem-
ocrat Marian Brown won 
against Republican Chad Prda 
for Dallas County Sherriff. 

Meanwhile, Democrats The-
resa Daniel and John Wiley 
Price beat out their Republican 
and Libertarian opponents for 
County Commissioner Pre-
cincts 1 and 3, respectively. 

Democrat John Ames ran 
unopposed for County Texas 
Assessor-Collector.

On the state level, John 

Cornyn won a fourth term in 
the Senate over Democratic 
challenger MJ Hegar. Hegar 
called to concede at about 8:20 
p.m. Tuesday night. 

In the race for Texas 24th 
Congressional district, Repub-
lican and former Irving mayor 
Beth Van Duyne declared her 
victory over Candace Valenzu-
ela late Tuesday night. How-
ever, not all of the ballots have 
been counted and Valenzuela 
has not yet conceded, so these 
results are not final.

With 94 percent of polling 
places reporting, Beth Van 
Duyne was leading with 48.8 
percent of the vote. 

Note: The numbers listed 
here are the unofficial results 
from Dallas County Elections 
as of 4 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
4.

By Kristen Muldrow
Dallas—The North Texas Com-
mission hosted its Legislative 
Summit on Oct. 20-21. The 
event was comprised of a series 
of discussions about economic 
and political issues affecting 
the state. 

“During this legislative 
session, the Dallas Regional 
Chamber will focus on reach-
ing public school funding levels 
of HB 3 (House Bill 3), includ-
ing full funding for high quality 
Pre-K and early childhood edu-
cation programs for all eligible 
children,” Matt Garcia of the 
Dallas Regional Chamber said.

HB 3 was passed during the 
86th legislative session and 
signed by Governor Abbott. 
The bill puts more money into 
Texas classrooms, increas-
es teacher pay, and cuts local 
property taxes. According to 
the TEA, HB 3 is one of the 
most metamorphic bills in ed-
ucational history and receives 
bipartisan support. 

Lisa Hermes, president of 
the McKinney Chamber of 
Commerce echoed the need for 
educational advancement. 

“In this legislative session, 
the McKinney Chamber will 
advocate for maintained fund-
ing of the Skills Development 

Aubrey Turner 
Grand Prairie—The city of 
Grand Prairie hosted a social-
ly-distanced Dia de los Muertos 
celebration outside City Hall 
on Sunday, Nov. 1. This Latin 
American celebration honors 
the loved ones who have passed, 
and typically includes music, 
food, flowers, and candles. 

A dance group, mariachi 
band, an alter contest, and 
monarch release were part of 
the event’s festivities. Masks, 
hand sanitizers, glow sticks, 
and battery operated candles 
were provided to participants. 

Saul Hernandez attend-
ed the celebration to support 
his girlfriend, a dancer in the 
troupe. 

“Everything from my cul-
ture is here,” Hernandez said. 
“Since I was a kid, my par-
ents always told me about my 
culture. This is the soul of all 
Mexicans. It is not the same as 
home, but it is close. It reminds 
me of my family. 

“They always said that all 
Mexicans are connected to-
gether. I feel like this helps us 
stay connected. I love that we 
are able to share this culture 
with people who are not Mex-
ican. It is special to us to share 
our culture with other people.” 

Lilyanna Ramos (8) attend-
ed with her mother.

“We are here to celebrate 
for the lost ones that are not 
with us,” Lilyanna said. “You 
see butterflies that go to Mex-
ico. They are called monarchs. 
Their colors are orange and a 
tiny bit of yellow. They match 
the colors of the celebration. 
This is a Mexican tradition, so 
it is important the butterflies 

Legislative summit discusses education, funding
Fund grants to improve work-
force training including the 
Sixty by Thirty Texas and the 
Three Hundred by Three Hun-
dred,” Hermes said.

The Skills Development 
Fund is a job-training program 
administered by the Texas 
Workforce Commission. One 
of the goals of Sixty By Thirty 
(60x30TX) is that by 2030, 60 
percent of Texans ages 25-34 
will have a certificate or degree. 
The Three Hundred by Three 
Hundred is a group of commu-
nity colleges in Texas working 
to prepare 300,000 Texas stu-
dents to work in in-demand 
fields in 300 days. 

A session entitled, ‘Cut Ser-
vices or Raise Taxes?’ offered 
diverse perspectives from par-
ticipants. 

According to Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar, the pan-
demic has taken Texas from a 
$2.9 billion surplus to a $4.6 
billion deficit. 

Representative Ramon 
Romero (D) said the state 
could use this challenging time 
to address some of its big is-
sues like tax codes and Medic-
aid expansion. 

“I think in a difficult time 
like today, it brings about some 
of those challenges that may-

be we haven’t looked at in the 
past,” Romero said. “Looking 
at the tax credits that exist, the 
loopholes that exist, the expan-
sion of healthcare that would 
greatly help those who have 
been impacted the most. Now 
is a real time to look at that be-
cause those are real dollars tha 
we’re not tapping.” 

Dick Lavine, senior fiscal an-
alyst for Every Texan, suggest-
ed using the ‘Rainy Day Fund’ 
(Economic Stabilization Fund). 
Currently, the ESF balance is 
an estimated $7.5 billion.

“It’s there to be used when 
you need it, and it’s a panic 
need,” Lavine said. “We need 
it right now. If we’re willing 
to use it, finishing the current 
budget should not be that 
much of an issue.”

Redistricting, another 
hot-button topic, was dis-
cussed. Representatives Phil 
King (R) and Chris Turner (D), 
spoke about the 2020 census 

and how state districts will be 
affected by it. The maps that 
are drawn during the census 
period are cemented for a de-
cade. This year, there was no 
money allocated for census 
outreach in the state of Texas. 

“About two or three months 
ago we had kind of a quick 
wake up,” King said. “We real-
ized that Texas was way behind 
the other states in census re-
sponse.” 

Texas has been growing at a 
rate of about 1,000 people per 
day for the last ten years; by 
definition, earning three new 
congressional seats. However, 
due to low census response, 
Texas has not gained those 
seats and, according to King, 
could lose two congressional 
seats if the trend continued. 
Due to ramped up efforts, Tex-
as sits at a 99 percent response 
rate for this year’s census. 

Census data can also affect 
electoral votes for presidential 

elections. 
“Representation is a key de-

rivative of the census data,” 
Turner said. “It also affects our 
electoral votes. If we do in fact 
gain three congressional dis-
tricts, we’ll also gain three elec-
toral votes. It makes this even 
more important.” 

As for redistricting, the legis-
lature has the task of drawing 
district lines for most of the 
major political components in 
the state, including appellate 
courts, congressional areas, tri-
al courts, city council lines, and 

commissioner precincts. 
“We can’t really begin to 

draw those maps until we get 
the census data,” King said. “A 
couple of months ago, the cen-
sus bureau was telling us that 
we would not get it until sum-
mer; which is after the legisla-
ture adjourns.” 

“Working together in the 
next session, we will contin-
ue to address the issues that 
matter the most to Texans,” 
Governor Abbott said. “We will 
keep Texas the greatest state in 
America.”

go to Mexico every year. The 
two things go together, Mexico 
and monarch butterflies.”  

Lilyanna’s mother Mary 
Cavazos is a teacher for Grand 
Prairie ISD. She worked with 
her students to create an altar 
for the celebration. 

“The students decided to 
honor Vanessa Guillen,” Cava-
son said. “We want to honor 
Gullien who was murdered 
by a fellow soldier, and whose 
death sparked changes in how 
the military responds to prob-
lems within the system. The 
students also wanted to honor 
those children who have died 
in the detention centers.”

The event was the second 
Dia de los Muertos festival the 
city has hosted. 

“I believe the incredible suc-
cess of last year’s first annual 
Dia de los Muertos event and 
the importance of celebrating 
the diversity of our city was the 
main reason to find a way to 
make it happen,” city employ-
ee Rita Heep said. “Citizens 
started calling months before 
to inquire about having the cel-
ebration.

“It is the city’s responsibility 
to keep our community as safe 
as possible. Social distancing 
has been challenging, but also 
fun when it calls for creative 
and out-of-the box thinking 
to make things happen in our 
community. 

“We are extremely fortunate 
to have the green space in front 
of City Hall for outdoor events. 
It is a great space, and we were 
happy to utilize it in a way that 
made Dia possible. We foresee 
using it more often in the fu-
ture as other events come up.”

Families, spirits 
celebrate Dia de 
los Muertos
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Lake Superior
2. “Gone With the Wind”
3. Wind speed and pres-

sure
4. “The Facts of Life”
5. Lady Gaga
6. Chester Cheetah
7. 1.2 to 1.5 gallons
8. “Philadelphia”
9. Common loon
10. Jupiter, with the 

moon Ganymede

Blue Water sailors, heads up. 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has now made it easier 
for you to file a claim for Agent 
Orange exposure. Starting Jan. 
1, 2020, The Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 
(PL 116-23) extends coverage 
to those who weren’t inland 
but were shipboard. The diffi-
culty has been gathering all the 
records and logs required to 
prove your location. 

Now the National Archives 
and Records Administration 
has digitized declassified Navy 
and Coast Guard deck logs (aka 
ship or captain’s logs) from 
1956-1978 and put them online 
to make it easier for veterans 
to validate their claims. This 
includes the hospital ship USS 
Sanctuary.

Some particulars:
* If you were within 12 nau-

tical miles of the coast of Viet-
nam from Jan. 9, 1962 to May 
7, 1975, or in the Korean De-
militarized Zone between Jan. 
1, 1967 and Aug. 31, 1971, you 
qualify.

* If you have any of these 
medical conditions, you qual-
ify: AL amyloidosis, chronic 
B-cell leukemias, chloracne, 
diabetes mellitus Type 2, Hod-
gkin’s disease, ischemic heart 
disease, multiple myeloma, 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, 
Parkinson’s disease, peripheral 

Blue Water 
Sailors and 

Agent Orange

neuropathy, porphyria cutanea 
tarda, prostate cancer, respi-
ratory cancers and soft tissue 
sarcomas.

* If you’ve never filed, go 
ahead and do it quickly. Use 
VA Form 21-526EZ, Applica-
tion for Disability Compensa-
tion and Related Compensa-
tion Benefits. If you did file and 
were turned down, try again, 
and use VA Form 20-0995, 
Decision Review Request: Sup-
plemental Claim. Payment is 
retroactive to when you first 
filed. Priority is given to those 
with a terminal condition.

For more information, go 
online to www.benefits.va.gov/
benefits/blue-water-navy.asp 
and click on everything. Go to 
va.gov (put blue water navy in 
the search box). See the dig-
itized records at catalog.ar-
chives.gov.

Remember: Agent Orange 
was in the water you drank 
onboard and the shower water 
you stood under. It was in your 

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which of 
the Great Lakes is the largest in 
surface area?

2. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel’s working 
title was “Tomorrow Is Anoth-
er Day”?

3. MEASUREMENTS: What 
does an anemometer measure?

4. TELEVISION: Which 
1980s sitcom featured the 
characters Mrs. Garrett, Tootie 
and Jo?

5. ENTERTAINERS: Which 
singer was born with the name 
Stefani Joanne Angelina Ger-
manotta?

6. ADVERTISING: Who is 
the mascot of the snack brand 
Cheetos?

7. ANATOMY: How much 
blood does the average human 
have?

8. MOVIES: What was the 
name of the 1993 movie in 
which actor Tom Hanks plays 
a lawyer with HIV?

9. U.S. STATES: What is the 
official state bird of Minneso-
ta?

10. ASTRONOMY: Which 
planet in our solar system has 
the largest moon?

can be a great source of bar-
gains, especially at this time 
of year. Since they are a fund-
raiser, usually with donated 
items, they are motivated to 
sell, even if it’s at a lower price. 
Oftentimes you can get items 
that still have tags, which make 
great gifts.

* Wrap a bit of tape sticky 
side out around a straight-
ened-out paper clip. You can 
GENTLY put it in the head-
phone jack to get out lint that 
is otherwise inaccessible. Also, 
keep a lint-free cloth that 
comes with glasses handy to 
clean the screen of your smart-
phone.

* “If your toothpaste is al-
most done, just snip off the top 
and dip your brush in the con-
tainer. There’s usually more in 
the tube.” -- T.D. in Kentucky

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

* “It’s really annoying when 
I put a shirt on or take one off 
and I get foundation on the 
collar. When that happens, I 
use shaving cream to remove 
it. After removing the garment, 
I squirt a dollop of shaving 
cream on the stain and rub 
it in. Sometimes I try to use a 
paper towel to remove some of 
it before I put it in the wash-
er. Always check it before you 
put it in the dryer!” -- L.M. in 
Washington

* Yard sales sponsored by 
churches and other charities 

* In March 1980, multiple 
female students at Southern 
California universities com-
plained that someone had 
surreptitiously painted their 
toenails while they studied in 
the library. The perp, dubbed 
“Leonardo da Toenail,” was 
caught but released, since po-
lice hadn’t discovered him in 
the act. Apprehended again a 
year later, he was ordered to 
a hearing at the city attorney’s 
office but didn’t show up and 
was never seen again.

* There are 12 times more 
trees on earth than there are 
stars in the Milky Way.

* Academically gifted actress 
Sharon Stone skipped both 
kindergarten and first grade, 
entering second grade at age 5.

* In the early ‘90s, Pepsi 
owned 17 submarines, a cruis-
er, a frigate and a destroyer, 
due to a deal with the Soviet 
Union in which they exchanged 
soda for military equipment.

* The oldest known pet cat 
existed 9,500 years ago.

* Ever find yourself nodding 
off in a boring meeting? You 
might want to invest in a box of 

“Sleep Safe Tape,” a half-inch 
roll of transparent tape with 
pictures of eyes along its length 
that, as one source put it, al-
lows users to “get the shuteye 
they need while appearing to 
be wide awake.” Of course, the 
game is up if you start to snore 
... .

* Abraham Lincoln was a 
skilled wrestler and was hon-
ored with an award from the 
National Wrestling Hall of 
Fame in 1992.

* At least six ravens are kept 
at the Tower of London at all 
times, due to an old supersti-
tion that says: “If the ravens 
leave the Tower, the Kingdom 
will fall.” The birds even have 
part of a wing clipped so if they 
do decide to fly around, they 
won’t get very far. 

coffee, your laundry ... even if 
your ship had a water supply 
system to convert seawater.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.



Page 5Rambler Newspapers972-870-1992  November 7, 2020

DISC GOLF
Continued from Page 1

Vegan
vegetarian & gluten 

free menus!

Visit our website to 
order online!

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com 

Open Mon-Fri
11 AM - 2 PM

is believed that all deceased 
children will reunite with their 
families for 24 hours. Ofren-
das feature the child’s favorite 
drinks, foods, and toys. 

Day two is Dia De Los Di-
funtos (Spirits of the Adults), 
when lives of departed adults 
are honored. Ofrendas can in-
clude Mexican hot chocolate, 
tamales, and tequila.  

At noon on the final day is 
Dia De Los Muertos, the pub-
lic celebration where revelers 
paint their faces to resemble 
skeletons, have parades and 
decorate the graves of the de-
parted with items like yellow 
marigolds, gifts, and sugar 
skulls bearing the names of the 
deceased. 

Many of those celebrating 
paint their faces to honor the 
dead, some women paint theirs 
to resemble La Catrina, a tall 
female skeleton who wears a 
fancy hat with feathers. La Ca-
trina serves as a reminder that 
death is part of life. 

Irving resident Aileen Sala-
zar was at the celebration with 
her family, several of them with 
painted faces and in costume. 

“It’s great day to be with fam-
ily,” Salazar said. “I’ve been cel-
ebrating it since I was little. In 
Mexico and over here, there’s 
a clear difference. In Mexico, 
you walk from your house to 
the cemetery and decorate the 
graves, but over here, it’s more 
chill and laid back.”

Everyone at the celebration 
wore wearing masks and social 
distancing was facilitated with 
picnic tables placed in pods, 
which were fenced off. 

Zapanta feels event organiz-
ers deserve praise for adapting 
this year’s celebration around 
the pandemic. 

“It’s really beautiful,” Zapan-
ta said. “We’re hoping that 
next year we’ll be able to do it 
to where we won’t have to have 

Irving residents Mike Pe-
terson, his son Felix, and 
friend Steve Tomutsa are reg-
ular players at the Harrington 
course. 

“This is freaking awesome,” 
Mike said while playing a 
round. “This has been the most 
amazing thing. It’s cold, and I 
don’t even care. The lights are 
amazing. You can’t ever see the 
course like this. It’s just amaz-
ing to not have to worry about 
whether I lose a disc. They told 
us if you lose a disc, let us get 
it.”

Players can reserve tee times 
online between 7:30 and 9:30 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. After sparse turnout 
the first few days, the event has 
sold out every night since Sat-
urday of the second weekend. 

Walk-up players are also 
welcome with all transactions 
done via credit card. 

“We had a really good turn-
out,” Anich said. “We’ve gotten 
a lot of positive response. We’ve 
had a lot of return [business] 
too. They’ve come out once and 
come back to try it again. We’ve 
really enjoyed the response.”

Anich said most players thus 
far have been from Irving, but 

social distancing. We can just 
have people bring their picnic 
or whatever they want to do 
here, sit out on the lawn and 
enjoy the music and the cul-
ture.” 

DEAD
Continued from Page 1

By Kenneth Perkins
Irving—As an aspiring football 
player, Ed Martin worked hard 
excelling as a linebacker at 
Indiana State University and a 
securing spot with the United 
States Football League’s Los 
Angeles Express.

Years later, Martin is fight-
ing his “toughest battle,” ALS 
(amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
or Lou Gehrig’s disease. The 
disease affects nerve cells in the 
brain and spinal cord causing 
loss of muscle control.

Martin was one of several 
people who spoke about their 
illness during the Night of 

Hope Virtual Gala, an annual 
fundraiser for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association (MDA), 
held on Friday, Oct. 23.

The MDA remains dedicat-
ed to helping those affected by 
muscular dystrophy, ALS, and 
related neuromuscular diseas-
es. 

“My wife and I knew we 
needed to take the responsi-
bility of being chairs for this 
event,” Martin said during the 
live virtual telecast. “So we 
could help and change the fu-
ture for me and many others.”

The hour-long show was 
hosted by Dean Crownover, 

who kept the pace going as em-
cee. The evening featured MDA 
ambassadors and opportuni-
ties to support MDA’s mission.

“This hits close to home,” 
Marshall said. “My daughter 
Hanna died at seven months 
old. It destroyed my faith and 

my marriage. You all help to 
continue this mission tonight. 
If you love MDA, please keep 
giving.”

“The virus hasn’t stopped 
MDA,” Crownover said. “Prog-
ress is still being made, and it’s 
important that progress is be-

MDA continues mission through gala
ing made.” 

Crownover said COVID-19 is 
especially troublesome for ALS 
patients due to their medical 
vulnerabilities.

“When I first got diagnosed, 
I had a talk with God,” Martin 
said. “I asked him why? Then 

shortly after that, I saw a post-
er that said ‘You were given this 
moment to show that a moun-
tain can be moved.’ So that’s 
what I’m asking. Help us move 
this mountain. It can be done. 
We can do it by continuously 
giving.”

CLT continues as airline's 
top hub during pandemic
Staff report
Dallas—American Airlines re-
ported major losses, because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in Oc-
tober. Despite the losses caused 
by the pandemic, the airline said 
Dallas Fort Worth International 
Airport and Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport (CLT) are 

their best performing hubs.
In the third quarter, which 

lasted three months and ended 
on Sept. 30, American Airlines 
had a net loss of $2.4 billion. At 
the same time of year in 2019, 
the airline’s net income was re-
ported to be $425 million. 

Also during the month of Oc-

tober in 2019, American Air-
lines had an average of 672 dai-
ly departures from CLT. This 
October, the average of daily 
departures is down to only 481.

Through the CARES Act Pro-
gram, the federal government 
loaned American Airlines $5.5 
billion, but after the CARES 
Act Payroll Support and em-
ployee protections came to an 
end last month, American Air-
lines furloughed over 10,000 
employees. At least 19,000 
employees were furloughed 
starting on Oct. 1, and 20,000 
employees began an early re-
tirement or long term leave. Of 
the 12,000 people employed at 
CLT before the pandemic 900 
have been furloughed. 

The number of airline pas-
sengers dropped significantly 
in March and April when the 
COVID-19 pandemic first be-
gan. However the amount of 
passengers has been increas-
ing in the past few months. 
CLT had more than a million 
passengers depart in August, 
and in September CLT had 1.2 
million passengers depart from 
the airport.

American Airlines has also 
launched a new travel tool that 
will allow passengers to check 
their destination’s travel guide-
lines. CLT has also launched 
a new travel tool that allows 
customers to check the length 
of wait times for services like 
security checkpoints.

after the event was recently 
publicized on Reddit, several 
out-of-town participants have 
shown up.  

Given the positive feedback 
from participants, plans are 
already underway for Neon 
Nights to return in 2021. 

“They like it,” Anich said. “It’s 
a beginner course, but most of 
the people who play disc golf 
know that and they’re coming 
out for the novelty of being able 
to play at night with it lit up.”

One likely reason disc golf’s 
popularity continues growing 
is because it is a sport which 
people of all ages and skill lev-
els can play for relatively little 
cost. Discs usually cost around 
$15 and most courses in public 
parks are free.

Experienced players are ac-
commodating when it comes to 
welcoming newcomers to the 
sport, giving them tips on how 
to throw a disc and showing 
everyone that the most import-
ant thing about disc golf having 
fun. 

“I think it’s great,” Steve To-
musta said. “It’s a lot of fun, 
and it also looks really cool. I 
hope they do it more.”

“The glow of one warm thought is to me worth more 
than money.” -- Thomas Jefferson

Thought for the Day
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
Continued from Page 1

spread their mission of the word of God. 
“We want to give out the love of Jesus, 

so we want everybody to understand 
that,” Pastor Alexandra said. “I know it’s 
a rough time. We want to be there for 
people, because they know they’re loved 
and cared for in whatever kind of needs 
they have and spread some fun too.”

“We want to give a little bit of fun in 
the midst of all the doom and gloom of 
the numbers and the media is putting 
out about COVID. and hopefully they 
will remember the place and feel the love 
of God,” Pastor Martin said. “Hopefully 
some of them will come back and make 
this their home church.”

By Kenneth Perkins
Irving—Beth Adams brought a fold-

able chair but did not need one.
Kelvin Chambers had a book but read 

none of it.
Sergio Gonzalez arrived at his voting 

site expecting a long, arduous wait, but 
was in and out so quickly, it almost had 
him longing for the days of lengthy lines.

“Almost,” Gonzales said, laughing. 
“It’s weird. It’s like a tradition to be in 
the line for a long time to vote, being 
in one place for a singular purpose and 
kind of looking around wondering who 
everyone is going to vote for. 

“Today was like being at a football 
game without the fans or band. I got 
here, and it was so quiet I was wonder-
ing if I was in the right place.”

With 799,437 people, that is 57.2 per-
cent of registered Dallas County voters, 
having already voted in person or by 
mail before Election Day Tuesday, vot-
ing at most Irving sites seemed like a 
breeze. When the polls opened at 7 a.m. 
sharp, only a handful of people were in 
line at Irving City Hall, and within min-
utes, the line had vanished.

After that, which was the case at most 
polling places, there was a steady stream 
of voters pulling up in their cars, leaping 
out, zipping in to vote and zipping right 
back out.

In what was considered one of the 
most politically and emotionally divid-
ed presidential elections in some time, 
many voters braced themselves for a 
hectic day trying to cast their vote, but 
found the process, even with pandemic 
restrictions, to be relatively laidback.

“Which actually makes voting easy,” 
Sherrie Johnston said. “Usually when 
I’m voting and you have people wait-
ing in line outside or inside the polling 
place, you feel a little more pressure to 
go through your choices quickly, so they 
can do it. But today, I looked back and 
saw nobody. I really felt at ease, since 
there were still some doubts on who I 
really wanted to vote for.”

“Easy peasy,” is how Yolanda Wallace 
described her voting experience. A flo-
rist, Wallace was given two hours from 
work to vote.

“So my question now is do I go 
straight back to work, since it took me 
such a short period of time to vote. I’ve 
got another hour and forty minutes.”

“All this talk of crowds wasn’t true,” 
Adams said. “I guess everyone voted al-
ready.”

In terms of being undecided, John-
ston might have been one of few. A chief 
reason: many people voted early because 
their minds were already made up. 

“Like months ago, probably,” said 
Michelle Lee, a student studying real es-
tate. “I consider myself a political inde-
pendent, so I just look for whatever their 

point of view is. That makes for a lot of 
reading up on people, not just the presi-
dent and the senate race, but the judges 
and even the school board people. 

“A friend of mine just went down the 
line, republican, republican, republican 
without even looking at the names, so 
she was done in, like, five seconds.”

Others like Eric Stubberfield did not 
vote early, because he simply could not 
make up his mind.

“To me, it was the best of two worst 
case scenarios,” said Stubberfield, a 
warehouse worker. “I voted for Trump 
the first time, but he said and did such ri-
diculous things I just couldn’t see myself 
doing it again. Then Biden just seems 
like a wimp, someone who is going to let 
China walk all over us. Although maybe 
that’s Fox News talking to me.”

Candidates sent out staffers to make 
last minute pitches. Many of them con-
verged on voters as soon as they emerged 
from their vehicles, giving 10-second 
spills on their candidates and shoving 
leaflets into their hands.

“Geez,” said one voter, who was simul-
taneously surrounded by three workers 
at once. “Too many choices.”

“Terry Meza is all grassroots,” volun-
teer Khalid Shahnewaj said to a pair of 
voters walking towards City Hall. Meza 
was running for re-election to the state 
house. “We’re not about partisanship,” 
he said as the voters walked away. 
“We’re about solving the problem.”

Does this sort of last-ditch effort help? 
Volunteer Benedict Parks, who was 
stomping not just for Meza, but Mayor 
Rick Stopfer and city council candidates, 
thinks so.

“Since they got rid of the straight tick-
et voting, it’s important to inform peo-
ple what their choices are,” Parks said. 
“It increases the name recognition and 
therefore the likelihood they will select 
our candidate. We are just informing 
them which person is more in line with 
their values.”

Not everyone meeting voters in the 
parking lots were staffers. At City Hall, 
that was Texas House Candidate Gerson 
Hernandez, clad in a dark suit and flash-
ing a huge smile, making last minute 
pitches.

“I know a lot of people say, hey, I’m 
tired of Democrat this and Republican 
that,” Hernandez said. “I tell voters to 
vote for someone who can bring people 
. . .”

Hernandez suddenly stopped in 
mid-sentence and dashed for a couple 
walking to the polling place, quickly 
handing out his leaflet. 

“I’m the only candidate endorsed by 
both parties!” he shouted as the couple 
walked into City Hall. “Don’t forget my 
name when you get to it!”

Quiet Election 
Day in Irving


