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By Kenneth Perkins
Coppell—Most Fridays, Joel 
and Sheila Busby babysit their 
rambunctious granddaughter, 
three-year-old Karoline, which 
means they also have the task 
of trying to come up with inter-
esting and varied things to do. 
In the current age of COVID-19 
shutdowns, “that can be a little 
tough sometimes,” Joel said.

When he learned of a digital 
game room opening up at the 
Coppell Arts Center, he quickly 
put it on his To-Do list.

“Wow,” he said, when first 
strolling into the room.

Karoline merely sprint-
ed into the place and started 
jumping, spinning, moving.

The Digi Land Experience: 
Touch Free Digital Game 
Room is a state-of-the-art digi-
tal playground, featuring an as-
sortment of technological won-
ders like interactive surface 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—One byproduct of the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been the cancellation or postponement 
of conventions of all kinds across the country to 
the detriment of convention facilities, hotels, and 
restaurants. 

However, one gathering not canceled by the 
coronavirus was Anime Dallas, which was held 
Dec. 4 - 6 at the Hyatt Regency DFW Interna-
tional Airport. 

Around 100 dealers and 4,000 attendees 
helped make the 2020 edition a joyous affair. 
But of course, this year’s event had several 
COVID-related protocols designed to keep ev-
eryone safe. 

All attendees and vendors were required to 
wear masks, social distancing was encouraged, 
hand sanitizing stations were frequent sights, 
and several close-contact events were cancelled 
like convention dances, rave dances, and the 
maid café. 

Attendance numbers were capped to help fa-
cilitate social distancing. 

But anime fans were not complaining. They 
were simply ecstatic over returning to their hap-
py place: being among their own. That’s how 
Seagoville resident Joshua Feifer feels. Feifer 
was attending with Megan Gates, both dressed in 
matching school uniforms from the wildly-pop-
ular superhero anime ‘My Hero Academia.’

“I came to my first [convention] in ’18 and I’ve 
been every year since,” Feifer said. “It still feels 

By Lorenzo Almanza
Irving—The Las Colinas 
Association (LCA) hosted a 
drive-thru Santa experience at 
John E. Singley Academy on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, so families 
could share in the joy of the 
holiday season. 

“We had [the event] in two 
shifts,” Candace Emerson, di-
rector of community relations 
and marketing, said. “We still 
have soccer season, and we 

Joy of Anime Dallas not defeated by COVID-19
the same even with everything going on.”

Like many who proudly call themselves anime 
fans, he and Gates like the creative and unique 
nature of anime. 

“It’s something unique you just can’t find any-
where,” Feifer said. 

“Yeah, anime’s pretty cool,” Gates said. “I like 

that it’s different, and there’s something for ev-
erybody.”

Anime’s origins date back to the start of the 
Japanese film industry back in the early 20th 
century. The modern anime era began in 1956 
and it first started taking hold in America around 
1961. ‘Speed Racer,’ which debuted in 1968, was 

an early anime series which later gained popu-
larity in the US and was made into a movie in 
2008 to commemorate its 40th anniversary. Oth-
er anime titles which became incredibly popular 
in America include ‘Dragon Ball Z,’ ‘Pokémon’ 
and ‘Robotech.’

Vendors at the event sold everything from an-
ime figurines to bobbleheads, stickers, and an-
ime-related artwork, including that perfect item 
for attendees to broadcast their love of anime to 
the rest of the world. 

One of the coolest things about these conven-
tions, besides the opportunity for fans to interact 
with each other, is the chance to meet the per-
son(s) who voice their favorite anime characters. 
Attendees can ask voice actors questions about 
their character, learn how they became voice ac-
tors, and maybe get an autograph or two. 

This year’s roster of guests included Rob Mun-
gle, an acclaimed actor, comedian, and voice 
actor, Stephane Nadolny, and Wendy Powell, a 
Fort Worth native and TCU graduate. Houston 
native Olivia Swasey, who was attending her sec-
ond convention as a voice actor. 

“My first convention was San Angelo Comic 
Con,” Swasey said. “I was just so struck by the 
sense of the community that I feel you find at 
these things. It’s weirdly familial. Everybody’s 
here to hang out and have fun. I think that’s awe-
some, and that’s been my favorite thing about 

Digi Land offers 
touch-free games

games, a selfie station where 
you, or at least your photo, can 
swim with sharks; and a kinetic 
energy art wall called Quantum 
Space. All of it is created with 
gesture tracking technology, 
where body movements, from 
stomping your feet to waving 
arms to spinning, control the 
movements.

The exhibit is located inside 
The Black Box, the smaller of 
the two theater spaces in the 
new Coppell Arts Center (CAC). 
The center was supposed to 
have its big grand opening in 
May but was delayed due to 
COVID-19. Instead, the cen-
ter has been undertaking a 
series of “soft openings” since 
October with small, guided 
art tours, a screening of the 
cult film Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show, and drive-in family 
movies.

The Black Box will eventu-
ally be the home of Theater 
Coppell performances, where 
about 200 people can be seat-
ed. In the meantime, each Fri-
day and Saturday until Jan. 30, 
it will serve as a different kind 
of performance venue.

“We created Digi Land after 
deciding that we needed to give 
some kind of option for fami-
lies who want to go out some-
where safe that was a semi 
controlled and semi touch ex-
perience,” Ginene Delcioppo, 
CAC’s marketing and ticketing 
supervisor, said. “So we came 
up with this.”

Digi Land is almost entirely 

touchless, because most inter-
ations can be done with feet 
or by merely moving bodies. 
When markers are used for its 
Draw Alive activity, they are 
sanitized before the next ap-
pointment. CAC takes reserva-
tions for groups of 10 or less, 
although private groups can 
come with 20 people max.

“What’s great about Digi 
Land is there are things young 
kids would like and older 
kids would find fun as well,” 
Delcioppo said. “We tried to 
make it so the older kids are 
not bored, but it’s not some-
thing the younger kids can’t 
do.”

For the selfie screen, attend-
ees pose for a screen shot, and 
within a few seconds, their 
headshot appears in the bub-
ble head of a scuba diver with 
a shark scampering behind 
them.

Karoline (and her grand-
parents) found it fascinating 
that her face could appear like 
magic, but she quickly ran over 
to Draw Alive, where whatev-
er animal she colored in with 
markers, a pig, a horse, may-
be a chicken, and however she 
draw it (blue, red, a scribble of 
rainbow colors) appeared the 
same way on the giant screen 
and moved around with her.

That was fun, but being only 
3, Karoline was more into ener-
gy inducing activities, and kept 
returning to the interactive 

Las Colinas AssociationLas Colinas Association
hosts drive-thru Santahosts drive-thru Santa

still have ballet. Our prima-
ry audience are kids from 
the age of one to 12, so you 
still have a lot of those ex-
tracurricular activities hap-
pening. 

“We’re finding different 
ways and different oppor-
tunities to connect with our 
community and our mem-
bers, so we developed a 
concept of a drive-thru con-
cept with Santa. With the 

[COVID-19] numbers being 
so high right now, we wanted 
to host a socially distanced 
event, keeping everyone safe. 
It worked out wonderfully.” 

“This event is a chance to 
share in the holiday spirit like 
every other family,” Irving 
resident Susan Siwy said. “We 
have an autistic child who 

Cosplayers, Dale The Cosplayer as Reaper and Tatiil Martinez as Jessie McCree from Overwatch, defend an exhibit hall. 
/Photo by Stephen Hunt. 

Karoline (3) plays a game in the Coppell Arts Center with her grandfather 
using only her feet. /Photo by Kenneth Perkins.
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ANIME DALLAS
Continued from Page 1

conventions, getting to know 
them, even in this limited ca-
pacity. I just love the commu-
nity. It’s really cool.”

Swasey’s table was just two 
tables away from her father 
John, who is a celebrated an-
ime voice actor and director. 
Olivia was first exposed to the 
world of anime by her father. 
He would occasionally bring 
her into his projects whenever 
he needed someone to play a 
kid part, and she was hooked. 

“We had tables next to each 
other at San Angelo, and the 
coolest thing is to see fans 
come up to him asking him to 
say this in whatever character’s 
voice,” Swasey said. “He would 
say it, and they’d be shaking. I 
just thought that was incred-
ible. Dad was making those 
people’s day. It was just kind of 
stunning to watch that. There’s 
a lot of joy at these conventions 
that I really like.”

Staff report
DFW Airport—The threat of 
catching coronavirus while 
traveling does not begin on 
planes, but at the airports. To 
that end, Dallas Fort Worth 
International Airport recent-
ly installed ‘smart bathrooms’ 
to help stop the spread of 
COVID-19. 

These bathrooms are 

DFW Airport installs ‘smart bath-
rooms’ to stop spread of COVID-19

equipped with sensors that 
allow people to enter and exit 
the facilities without touching 
a doorknob, and inform the 
staff when necessities have run 
out of stock. The new bath-
rooms also have monitors that 
tell people how many stalls 
are available without waiting 
inside a confined space. The 
stalls have lights that serve as 
occupation indicators, so us-

ers do not need to touch a door 
handle or knock. The sensors 
have multiple programs which 
can track the number of people 
going in and out of the bath-
rooms, monitor the level of toi-
letry items, and alert cleaning 
crews when toiletry items are 
getting low.

The airport will also start 

Staff report
The holidays are here, and 

it appears to be another busy 
travel season, even in the mid-
dle of a pandemic.

But “busy” for 2020 is not 
the same “busy” as in 2019. 
The Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) expect-
ed to screen more than 6 mil-
lion travelers over the Thanks-
giving week. Last year, over 26 
million people were screened 
around the same time. 

On Nov. 19, over 900,000 
passengers traveled across the 
country, despite the COVID-19 
surge. This represented 63 per-
cent fewer travelers than flew 

Airlines notice
increase in travel 
despite pandemic

on this week in 2019.
Despite the reduced num-

bers, it was still one of the bus-
iest air travel days for this year 
due to COVID-19. 

Alaska Airlines, American 
Airlines and other U.S. airlines 
have seen the rise in COVID 
cases affect their bookings. 
They have also seen an in-
crease in cancellations as well. 

The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) is 
recommending people post-
pone their holiday travel plans 
and stay home to protect them-
selves and others from the 
coronavirus.

upgrading its heat, air and 
ventilation system with UVC 
lighting, which the FDA says 
helps protect against the coro-
navirus. The airport will con-
tinue following their enhanced 
cleaning procedures and main-
tain Plexiglass shields at secu-
rity checkpoints.

The peasants are always revolting at Anime Dallas. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 

Coppell Councilmember 
Nancy Yingling retires
Coppell—After many years of 
service, Councilmember Nancy 
Yingling retired her seat on the 
Coppell City Council on Tues-
day, Dec. 8. As part of her final 
City Council meeting, Yingling 
was formally recognized and 
honored for her service, and a 
proclamation declaring Dec. 
8 as Nancy Yingling Appreci-
ation Day in Coppell was pre-
sented. 

Elected to Place 5 of the 
Coppell City Council in May 
of 2014, Yingling served as 
Mayor Pro Tem from 2017-
2018. She currently serves as 
the city’s liaison to the North 
Texas Commission and North-
lake College, and as the Lead-

ership North Texas Alumni 
Chairperson. She served on 
the National League of Cities 
Community and Economic De-
velopment Committee and the 
North Central Texas Council 
of Government’s Emergency 
Preparedness Planning Coun-
cil. Yingling participated on 
numerous boards and served 
on the City Manager’s Advisory 
Committee. 

A longtime community vol-
unteer, Yingling was involved 
in the construction of the orig-
inal Kid Country Playground 
and served as both the city’s 
Red Cross Representative and 
as Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) mem-

Staff report
As mask mandates are en-

forced due to the pandem-
ic, there have been multiple 
headlines of passengers being 
removed from flights after re-
fusing to wear a mask. More 
than 900 passengers have been 
added to airlines’ no-fly lists, 
because they have violated the 
mask policy. 

Delta CEO Ed Bastian said in 

Passengers banned 
from flying for not 

wearing masks
a memo to employees that 460 
people have now been banned 
from the airline for refusing to 
wear a mask. United and Alas-
ka Airlines have banned nearly 
150 passengers each.

American and Southwest 
Airlines do not release tallies of 
their banned passengers. Jet-
Blue did not comment on the 
numbers of passengers it has 
banned. 

By Yaritza Hernández
Irving – An Irving firefighter 
is in the hospital after being 
struck by an intoxicated driver 
on Sunday, Dec. 6.

Early Sunday morning, the 
Irving Police Department was 
attending to a major accident 
involving five vehicles on the 
westbound block of Highway 
183. The freeway was shut 
down due to the incident. 
While police and fire were on 
scene, a 2016 Dodge Challeng-
er traveling the wrong way on 
the westbound lanes of 183 
struck 30-year-old Irving fire-
fighter, Aaron Donohue.

“From what the officers have 
told me, once [the driver] hit 
firefighter Donohue, she did 
not stop right away,” Officer 
Robert Reeves, public infor-
mation officer for the Irving PD 

said. “She thought she was on 
her way to Arlington when she 
was obviously heading toward 
Dallas. 

“They were able to use their 
vehicles to make her come to a 
stop, and thankfully, we didn’t 
have to use any type of force. 
No vehicle accident occurred in 
trying to get her to stop. They 
were just finally able to get her 
to kind of wake up and stop.”

Donohue was transported to 
Parkland Memorial Hospital 
and is currently undergoing 
treatment for severe injuries. 

“He was assessed through 
CT’s and emergency room doc-
tors,” Irving Fire Chief Victor 
Conley said. “[Donohue was] 
found to have a traumatic brain 
injury, to what degree? We do 
not know yet. I will say there 
has been some slow but signifi-

cant improvements and by the 
hand of God, there was not one 
single broken bone in firefight-
er Donohue. The car struck 
firefighter Donohue in what 
we call the hot zone, where we 
work and assist the public, and 
he was thrown a pretty good 
height and a significant dis-
tance from where he was at.

“When we came to his aid, 
he was unconscious and wasn’t 
breathing. Once they [EMT] 
arrived, he started breathing, 
and they did their assessment 
and transport just like they 
would anybody else. Firefight-
er Donohue has moved from 
the emergency room at the 
trauma facility to an ICU bed 
where he has a nurse with him 
24/7. On top of that, his par-
ents are able to stay with him, 
and we have firefighters who 

have volunteered their time to 
sit with him two hours each 24 
hours a day 7 days a week.

“He’s able to communicate 
through real simple signs. 
He’s able to recognize fingers, 
gloves, a watch, but he had a dif-
ficult time recalling his name,” 
Conley said. “We’re hopeful 
that it falls under ‘concussion.’ 
I will tell you there was a small 
subdural bleed that they kept 
their eye on. He had three CT 
scans within a 24-hour period 
but nothing significant enough 
to warrant surgery.

“I’m very thankful to the 
community, the Dallas- Fort 
Worth Metroplex and chiefs 
across this country who have 
reached out, willing to assist 
anyway they can and more spe-
cially offer up prayers for the 
family of Aaron Donohue. 

“He’s been with us for four 
and a half years. He’s a fire-
fighter at Fire Station Number 
Two here in Irving, which is 
one of the busiest stations in 
the city. He was a collegiate 
track athlete; I suspect that 
helped him quite a bit with the 
injuries in overcoming some of 
the injuries.”

The driver of the vehicle Ya-
jaira Estrada Calderon (23) has 
been arrested for Intoxication 
Assault with Serious Bodily In-
jury.

“I know this [assault] is go-
ing to be a second-degree felo-
ny, so whether she has previous 
convictions or not, she’s look-

ing at a very serious charge,” 
Reeves said. “Her bond was set 
at $50,000.”

“I’ve had a lot of people 
reaching out wanting to know 
what we can do in the commu-
nity,” Conley said. “Fortunate-
ly in Irving we have workers 
comp that cover injuries on 
duty. We’ve got peer to peer 
support where we’re helping 
firefighter Donohue and his 
family, and we’ve also had 
members in the community 
donate hotel rooms for the 
family to stay in, because they 
had to travel about two to two 
and a half hours away. So, right 
now the needs are being met.”

Irving firefighter struck by drunk driver

Car wash employee 
dies in accident
Staff report

Irving – A car wash employ-
ee was killed in an industrial 
accident on Friday, Dec. 4.

The Irving Police Depart-
ment responded to a call of a 
man trapped in a machine at 
the Wash Masters Car Wash 
on the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Freeway in Irving. According 
to police, 39-year-old Luis En-
rique Acosta Madrano of Gar-
land was getting a car through 
the car wash when his leg was 
caught in the machinery.

“When officers arrived on 
the scene, they applied a tour-
niquet to [Madrano’s] leg and 
began life-saving measures 
with CPR chest compressions,” 

Officer Robert Reeves, Irving 
PD’s public information offi-
cer, said. “Irving Fire then ar-
rived on scene. They used their 
equipment to free the man. 
They then rushed the man to 
Parkland Hospital, where he 
was later announced deceased 
at the hospital.

“It seems to be an unfortu-
nate accident. The male was 
working around the machine, 
and it appeared that somehow 
he ended up getting trapped in 
the equipment while trying to 
get a car through the wash.”

Authorities are still investi-
gating the exact cause of the ac-
cident, but there is no criminal 
investigation at this time.

ber. She has also participated 
as a facilitator for the Coppell 
Chamber of Commerce Teen 
Leadership program.

Yingling is known for her 
dedication to the communi-
ty. She has been honored as 
Civilian of the Year from the 
Coppell Fire Department and 
received recognition for her 
organization of a September 11 
fundraiser. 

In her retirement, Yingling 
will continue to serve on the 
Board of Directors for the 
North Texas Commission and 
as Chairman of the Leadership 
North Texas Alumni group. In 
addition to running her small 
business, Yingling plans to 

mentor Coppell High School 
students in the INCubator 
EDU program. 

SOURCE City of Coppell
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Pants on 
Fire!

The U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission has put 
out a timely warning about fire 
safety, especially for seniors. 
The main statistic is grim: We 
seniors make up about 16% of 
the population, but account for 
a whopping 77% of all clothing 
fires. 

Cooking heads the list of 
dangers, with fires from the 
stovetop and oven. Closely 
following are fires from smok-
ing and being outside burning 
trash and debris. Space heat-
ers are on the list, of course. 

The advice from the experts:
-- Don’t cook when you’re 

wearing a bathrobe or anything 
with long, wide sleeves. Any 
loose clothing can catch fire if 
you’re too close.

-- If you burn debris and 
trash outside, stay back from 
the fire. A better idea, however, 
is not to do any outdoor burning 
yourself, especially if you have 
any health conditions such as 
heart or lung disease. We’re at 
a much higher risk from the air 
pollutants caused by burning.

-- Don’t smoke in bed, ever, 
or when you feel tired.

-- Keep an eye on your space 
heater. It’s far too easy to be too 
close to a space heater and not 
notice that your pants or robe 
are about to catch fire. Don’t 
run it if you’re feeling sleepy, 
and read the instructions to be 
sure it’s far enough away from 
you at all times.

-- If the worst happens and 
your clothes catch fire, don’t 
run! Drop to the floor and roll, 
and keep rolling until the fire is 
out. Grab a blanket if it’s nec-
essary to put the fire out. Call 
911 and put cool water on your 
burns until help arrives.

-- Do you have a fire extin-
guisher? Did you know that the 
chemicals inside can expire? 
They will typically last from 
five to 15 years, so be sure to 
check yours.

Remember that during this 
virus pandemic the EMTs might 
be delayed getting to you. Stay 
safe!

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

By Kenneth Perkins
When COVID-19 cases be-

gan to multiply in March, 
prompting stay-at-home or-
ders, school shutdowns, and 
scores of workers being fur-
loughed, laid off or ordered to 
work from home, what rapidly 
emerged was a pandemic with-
in a pandemic.

The additional stress of 
dwindling finances, balancing 
childcare, school age education 
at home, and an assortment of 
other ills, resulted in daily irri-
tations where heated domestic 
squabbles boiled over into do-
mestic abuse.

In Irving, police reports of 
domestic violence are up near-
ly 50 percent from this time 
last year, according to the Ir-
ving Police Department. Tar-
rant County has experienced a 
whopping 112 percent jump in 
cases from a year ago, accord-
ing to the county’s District At-
torney’s Office. 

These cases are hardly iso-
lated. Since March, the Nation-
al Domestic Violence Hotline 
has seen a 10 percent increase 
in calls with well over 7,000 
victims citing COVID-19 as 
the root cause of the abuse. 
Shelters are now overwhelmed 
because of the uptick in victim 
numbers.

“We’ve been booked to ca-
pacity,” Percy Richard, manag-
er of Brighter Tomorrows, said. 

For the past three decades 
Brighter Tomorrows, an Ir-
ving-based non-profit, has 
helped victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault with a 
wide range of support services 
such as emergency safe shel-
ters and transitional housing.

“For the last several months 
straight, the number of clients 
has been up,” Richard said. 
“We’ve had to increase our staff 

Domestic abuse becomes 
pandemic within pandemic

as well as increase the amount 
of transitional housing for our 
constituents. We’ve had to give 
more conditional housing for 
women and children transi-
tioning from the shelter. We 
put them in rental houses and 
furnish them, and pay the rent. 
What they do is pay what they 
can pay, so they can save mon-
ey to start their new life.”

Brighter Tomorrows is 
scrambling to find more funds 
through grants to cover the 
added costs, including a staff 
growth from 30 to 49 employ-
ees.

“It’s been a lot,” Richard 
said. “But it’s been extremely 
difficult when you have to turn 
away someone and try and find 
them resources elsewhere. We 
felt it coming, and here it is.”

Domestic violence advocates 
saw a sort of tsunami of con-
ditions resulting in worst-case 
scenarios of domestic difficul-
ties.  

Domestic violence, or inti-
mate partner violence, has a 
tendency to rise when triggers 
are set off, and that can simply 
be families spending time to-
gether over the holidays. The 
pandemic is togetherness on 
steroids with families occu-
pying the same space over a 
lengthy period of time.

“Some of the biggest factors 
in this escalation are lost jobs, 
lost opportunities, food inse-
curity, resource scarcity; all of 
this escalates stress,” Melanie 
Chung-Sherman, a mental 
health professional who coun-
sels students at UT-Dallas’ Stu-
dent Counseling Center, said. 
“Stress in itself doesn’t cause 
domestic violence, but it has 
the potential to increase it in 
the home.

Quarantine conditions are 
often associated with alco-

hol abuse, depression, and 
post-traumatic stress symp-
toms. Mostly, though, it’s a ma-
jor trigger of frustrations that 
could have already been brew-
ing, according to Chung-Sher-
man

That seemed to have been 
the case recently when, 
prompted by gunshots, Irving 
police forced their way into 
a residence only to find two 
women and a man dead in a 
murder suicide. 

In Grand Prairie, a woman 
who lost control of her vehicle 
and crashed in Dallas, ejecting 
two children, was fleeing a do-
mestic violence incident, police 
said.

“It’s an inevitable ripple ef-
fect like a rock being thrown 
into a pond,” Robert Reeves, 
Irving PD’s public informa-
tion officer, said. “If you think 
about the fact that half of all 
marriages fail because of finan-
cial issues, imagine what it’s 
like when people’s jobs are not 
there, when you have someone 
who is stressed out on bills pil-
ing up and no check is coming 
in.

“Now you can’t go anywhere, 
no concerts, no sports, no out-
lets where you can usually go 
relax and blow off steam. These 
places don’t exist anymore. The 
writing was on the wall.”

On average, domestic vi-
olence cases are usually un-
dercounted. Most victims are 
afraid to call while their abus-
er remains in the house. Then 
there are children, many of 
whom are in virtual learning 
mode. Being more sequestered 
at home means less interaction 
with people who can help.

“Unfortunately for children, 
the greatest outcry location is 
school,” Reeves said. “When 
you have virtual learning, 
teachers can’t notice bruises, or 
the bags under their eyes where 
they were crying all night, or 
see changed behaviors. That 
child is not able to escape their 
abusers. 

“It is the same with spous-
es. Getting out of the house 
for work is often a reprieve, a 
chance for the abuser to calm 
down and start over. No work 
means staying at home. So 
you’re trapped with your abus-
er.”

Irving is one of the few mu-
nicipalities in the country with 
an in-house advocacy agency. 
The Irving Family Advocacy 
Center counsels families that 
have experienced domestic vio-
lence or other crimes. Services 
are also extended to families 
grappling with relationship 
difficulties and children with 
behavioral problems.

“Can the police department 
prevent domestic violence? 
No,” Reeves said. “We can only 
try and educate people that if 
you know someone who is in 
a bad place like that, be their 
advocate. You hear something 
next door, say something. 
Don’t just turn the TV up and 
ignore it.”

The Irving Police Family Ad-
vocacy Center can be reached 
at 972-721-6555. Get more 
information at https://www.
irvingfac.com/home.

Brighter Tomorrows’ hotline 
is 972-262-8383, and the web-
site is https://www.brighterto-
morrows.net.

The National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline is at 1-800-799-
7233 or 1-800-787-3224 for 
resources and legal help.

The National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline is at 1-800-
273-8255 to help individuals 
in crisis or for those looking to 
help someone else.

LEGALS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting proposals for RFP #180 Enterprise 
Asset Management Integration Services.  Specifications may be ob-
tained from BidSync.com. Sealed proposals can be submitted until 
10:00 a.m. CST, Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at Coppell Town Center, 
at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal meeting 
will be held at 10:00 a.m., CST, Monday, December 21, 2020 at the 
City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. The city is 
following social distancing protocols, and face masks are required 
to be worn in the building.   Please contact Charles Ellis, Procure-
ment Services, at cellis@coppelltx.gov to receive a Zoom meeting 
invitation for the Pre-Proposal and RFP Open meetings.  Please 
ensure that the requests are made, no later than, the day before the 
meetings.  Same day requests may not be fulfilled.

Coppell

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

FOR RENT

For Rent:  Furnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath home near Heritage Transit Sta-
tion.  $1300 plus. Smoking and pets are not permitted.  Application and 
credit check fee.  Deposit required.  Please send your name, address 
and phone number to home75060@aol.com.

IMCS Group, Inc. has multiple openings at multiple levels for the fol-
lowing positions: 
 
Master’s only/equiv.: .Net Developer I (IMNDI20): Create, modify, 
and test the code, forms, and script that allow computer applications to 
run. Java Developer (IMJD20): Develop and implement web applications. 

Master’s + 6 Month exp/equiv.: Java Developer I (IMJDI20): Java/
J2EE,Javascript, JQuery, Struts, Spring, Oracle, AJAX, SOAP, CSS, 
TOAD,  and HTML. .Net Developer II (IMNDII20): ASP.NET, ADO.
NET ,MVC framework, Visual Studio, JavaScript, jQuery, AngularJS, 
AJAX, HTML, Bootstrap, JSON, SSRS,  and SSIS.
  
Mail resume with job IDto HR:9901 East Valley Ranch Parkway, Suite 
3020, Irving, TX 75063.Unanticipated work site locations throughout 
U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted.

Populus Financial Group, Inc. seeks a Financial Analyst in Irving, TX 
to prepare financial analysis on operations performance and product 
trends. Related degree and/or experience and/or skills required.
Multiple open positions. To apply, send resume to Populus Financial 
Group, Inc., Attn: Recruitment, 300 E. John Carpenter Fwy, Ste 900, 
Irving TX 75062, Job Reference: Financial Analyst.

ExteNet Systems, Inc is proposing to install a new metal pole in order to 
accommodate small cell equipment at the following locations in Irving, 
Dallas County, TX. DA0767BA at 3644 Irving Mall. Public comments 
regarding potential effects from this project on historic properties may 
be submitted within 30-days from the date of this publication to: Dustin 
Cox with BEC, 8300 Douglas Ave., Ste 800, Dallas, TX 75225, 214-
888- 6965, or dustin@BenchmarkEC.com. Please refer to SC-TX-AR-
DA08M1 and the address when submitting comments.

For more information
call 972-870-1992 or
johns@ramblernews

papers.net
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

1. MOVIES: What was the 
theme song for the 1997 movie 
“Titanic”?

2. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is an espadrille?

3. FIRSTS: Which company 
was the first to use an assem-
bly line to manufacture its prod-
ucts?

4. TELEVISION: What was 
Marge’s maiden name on the 
animated comedy “The Simp-
sons”?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What 
are the main ingredients in a 
modern mince pie?

6. U.S. STATES: This city 
has two prominent nicknames, 
and one of them is The Cres-
cent City. What is the city and 
state?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 
is a baby puffin called?

8. ADVERTISING MAS-
COTS: What product did Mr. 
Whipple represent for more 
than 20 years?

9. GEOGRAPHY: What is an 
old name for north China?

10. MATH: What Arabic 
number is the equivalent of the 
Roman numerals MCMLX?

last year I resolved to exercise 
more often. I keep a stationary 
bike in my living room, and I 
use it while I watch my favorite 
programs on television. It has 
helped me lose 8 pounds, and 
I feel much better. This year, I 
am going to resolve to volun-
teer to help others.” -- I.N. in 
Nebraska

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc. 

could re-gift it for your office 
party.

* After-Christmas sales are 
a great time to buy not only 
gift wrap (look for solid colors 
that you can use all year long), 
holiday cards and decoration, 
but also next season’s winter 
wear. Things like scarves and 
gloves can be great bargains. 
And even coats can go on sale. 
Take advantage -- especially if 
you have kids -- and buy up.

* “Recycle in the new year 
by using wrapping supplies to 
help store your holiday deco-
rations. The cardboard tube 
from gift wrap can be cut into 
smaller pieces, which you can 
wrap strands of tree or house 
lights around. Boxes can be 
put to use to hold ornaments or 
other decorations, and ribbon 
and bows that are still in good 
condition can be tucked away 
for re-use next year.” -- E.F. in 
Oregon

* “Resolutions are a great 
idea, and, like a lot of people, 

* Pine cones have genders. 
Male pine cones shed pollen 
and female pine cones make 
seeds. When the wind blows 
pollen into the female cones, 
the seeds become pollinated.

* Cats are believed to be the 
only mammals that don’t taste 
sweetness.

* In 1978, DC put out a “Su-
perman vs. Muhammad Ali” 
comic book. While the plot 
deals with hostile aliens, the 
book’s main highlight is the 
whooping Superman gets in 
a sparring match with “The 
Greatest”!

* The first-ever fashion mag-
azine was sold in Germany in 
1586.

* Early cosmetic surgeons 
used a procedure known as 
paraffin wax rhinoplasty, in 
which they would inject hot liq-
uid wax into a patient’s nose 
and mold it into the desired 
shape. Not only was this dan-
gerous, but, no surprise, it real-
ly didn’t work.

* Canada eats more macaro-
ni and cheese than any other 
nation in the world.

* A French general, the Mar-
quis de Lafayette, gave John 
Quincy Adams a pet alligator. 
Our sixth president not only 
kept it in a White House bath-
tub, but enjoyed showing it off 
to visitors. 

* There is a town in India 
called Santa Claus.

* Ever wonder how the tradi-
tion of leaving hand and foot-
prints in front of Grauman’s 
Chinese Theater in Hollywood 
got started? By accident -- 
when silent film actress Norma 
Talmadge stepped on wet ce-
ment.

* Cellophane, invented in 
1908, was originally intended 
to protect tablecloths from wine 
spills.

* Those old witch potions ar-
en’t quite as gross as you think: 
Eye of newt, toe of frog and 
wool of bat are actually archaic 
terms for mustard seed, butter-
cup and holly leaves.

* Selfies now cause more 
deaths than shark attacks.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
A quarter of a million of us 

leave the service every year, 
and where do we go? If our 
last duty station was in a great 
place, we might just put down 
roots and stay. Some of us go 
home. And some of us have no 
idea where to go. 

The Navy Federal Credit 
Union came out with another 
“best of” list recently, and this 
time it surveys the best place to 
live after transitioning to civilian 
life. While the focus of their sur-
vey was for newly transitioned 
veterans, it also applies to 
those of us who have been out 
for a while. Support is support.

They polled 1,000 veterans 
and civilians about the impor-
tance of crime rates, cost of 
living, housing costs, outdoor 
recreation and community di-
versity in any place they want-
ed to live, and then ranked over 
400 cities. Here are the top 10: 
1) Charleston, South Carolina; 

Where to Live 
After Leaving 
the Service?

2) Fort Myers, Florida; 3) Sa-
vannah, Georgia; 4) Daphne, 
Alabama; 5) Norwich, Con-
necticut; 6) San Diego; 7) Nor-
folk, Virginia; 8) Duluth, Minne-
sota; 9) Gulfport, Mississippi; 
10) Fort Worth, Texas.

To see the descriptions and 
highlights for each of those 
cities, go online to www.navy-
federal.org/resources/articles/
news/2020-best-cities-after-
service.php

Personally, I think they 
should have made “good 
weather” as one of the criteria 
for a decent place to live.

***
On another note, if you have 

a few extra dollars, go online to 
Operation Homefront (opera-
tion homefront.org) and scroll 
to the bottom. There you’ll find 
the Urgent Needs listing of 
both active duty and veterans 
who’ve run into a snag and 
need cash donations. Click on 
See All Needs to find the filter 
to select by state, program or 
military branch. Read a few of 
the stories of veterans in trou-
ble and see if any touch your 
heart. If you can’t choose, click 
on Help Feed a Military Family. 
They’ll get gift certificates and 
vouchers, plus food boxes. 
Then, open your wallet and 
help as much as you can.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

* If you are a re-gifter, always 
document from whom and in 
what year you received a gift. 
Then re-gift it to someone who 
will have little to no contact 
with that person. For example, 
if Aunt Emily from out of town 
sends you a lovely soap basket 
that you would never use, you 

TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. “My Heart Will Go On”
2. A rope-soled canvas 

shoe
3. Ford Motor Co.
4. Bouvier
5. Dried fruits and spices
6. New Orleans, Louisi-

ana. The other nickname is 
The Big Easy.

7. A puffling
8. Charmin bathroom tis-

sue
9. Cathay
10. 1960
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By Kenneth Perkins
Fort Worth—The Vietnam 
War claimed the lives of nearly 
60,000 U.S. service members, 
left 150,000 wounded while 
leaving deep political divides in 
our nation. 

“You think we’re divided 
right now,” said Phil Rigdon, 
who in the late 60s was sta-
tioned in the coastal city of Da 
Nang, where he and his com-
rades protected the nearby 
US. air base. “Everyone always 
talks about how we got this bad 
deal with no parades and were 
being spit on. I say get over 
that. This is our time now for 
recognition.”

Rigdon and a few dozen oth-
er Vietnam veterans gathered 
for the groundbreaking of the 
new Tarrant County Vietnam 
Era War Memorial to be built 
in Fort Worth’s Veteran Me-
morial Park.

The memorial has been in 
the planning stages for four 
years, beginning when a local 
group of veterans approached 
the Fort Worth Aviation Muse-
um and the city of Fort Worth 
about raising funds for its de-
sign and installation as part 
of the 50th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War. A Memorial 
Planning Committee deter-
mined that 221 veterans with 
local ties lost their lives during 
the conflict. 

“This is our opportunity to 
properly welcome these boys 
home,” committee member 
Jim Hodgson said. 

The groundbreaking, which 
coincided with a local gather-
ing of the Medal of Honor So-
ciety in Arlington, was a mov-
ing tribute that began with the 
“Roll Call of the Lost.” People 
were handed nametags of one 
or several of the fallen soldiers. 
As the names were called out 
from a podium, a response of 
“Here!” was called from those 
holding the names.

Ground breaking welcomes the dead home
“That’s something specific to 

Vietnam War veterans,” Hodg-
son, executive director of the 
Aviation Museum and ceremo-
ny emcee, said of the roll call. 
“It doesn’t make any difference 
if you went to the country or 
stayed here at home. We were 
all treated in a certain way after 
the war was over. There were 
no parades. There wasn’t even 
a welcome home. That’s why 
vets, when they greet each oth-
er, welcome each other home.

“The 221 people we are dedi-
cating with this memorial nev-
er had their welcome home, so 
this is it.”

Among the 221 were 126 sol-
diers, 70 Marines, 14 airmen, 
and 11 sailors. They ranged in 
age from 18 to 45.

“Some of these men still have 
not returned home,” Hodgson 
said. “They came from all eco-
nomic backgrounds, and eth-
nic groups. But what is com-
mon is regardless of whether 
they were drafted or enlisted, 
they all raised their hand and 
took the oath to defend this 
country.”

The memorial will be a tall 
metal tree resting on bricks. 
Hodgson said they would have 
to raise about $30,000 to build 
it. Ryan Scieneaux, a freshman 
math major at the University 
of North Texas, designed the 
monument. The design, which 
was part of a competition open 
to area students, particularly 
appealed to planning commit-
tee member Damon Harvey.

“We had the privilege of 
reading what he wrote about 
the tree representing those 
dying and giving way to new 
people in the military,” Harvey 
said. “I thought that was an ab-
solutely beautiful way to recog-
nize them. The final outcome 
will be a sight to behold.”

Scieneaux entered the com-
petition because his Brewer 
High School art teacher as-

signed it.
“But after some time, I got 

really invested in the project,” 
Scieneaux said. “I also real-
ly got into the Vietnam War, 
because I was reading a book 
about it. It made me realize 
what a big deal this is. I was re-
ally honored to be chosen. It’s 
kind of emotional.”

Among those present was 
Vietnam veteran Tommy Nor-
ris. In the spring of 1972, Nor-
ris, a lieutenant, led a five-man 
patrol deep into enemy terri-
tory to rescue a surviving crew 
member of a downed electronic 
surveillance plane. Two rescu-
ers were stranded behind ene-
my lines. In fact, over a five-day 
span, 14 people were killed try-
ing to retrieve the men, eight 
aircraft were shot down, and 
two rescuers were captured.

After being separated from 
his patrol in the jungle, Norris 
located one of the pilots and led 
him to safety. Later, dressed 
like a fisherman and accompa-

DIGI LAND
Continued from Page 1

floor surface games, playing 
soccer with her grandfather.

By stepping on the ball on 
the floor surface, it moves, 
and rapidly, as though kick-
ing it. Putting your foot down 
can stop it from scoring a goal. 
These kinds of games have 
been gaining traction for years. 
Similar floor projection games 
can be found in pediatric wait-
ing rooms and specialized 
birthday party game rooms, 
but on a much smaller scale 
than what is offered at CAC.

A typical doctor’s office does 
not have the gigantic kinetic 
energy art wall.  

“Older kids really seem to 
like this,” Delcioppo said of 
Quantum Space, a mesmeriz-
ing moving wall that by reposi-
tioning your arms, legs, hands, 
creates a multitude of moving 
images and flashing colors.

“You move and it cre-
ates movements with you,” 
Delcioppo said. “It changes as 
you change.”

Karoline certainly found it 
intriguing. She stood in front 

of the screen moving her hands 
and arms and, once seeing that 
it moved the way she moved, 
just more colorfully, eventually 
began to spin and spin. At one 
point, Joel hoisted her into the 
air to see what kind of colorful 

images that could make.
“This is just fabulous,” Joel 

said.
“Our main goal is to be a 

place where people gather and 
learn,” Delcioppo said. “And be 
entertained.”

Lights flash and change color in response to Karoline's continuous 
movements. /Photo by Kenneth Perkins.

Veterans keep watch as those who fought in Vietnam are finally honored. /Photo by Kenneth Perkins.

Life Tributes (972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.net

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

William “Bill” Quinn Sr. Nov 22, 1931 ~ Dec 2, 2020
Emma “Sandy” McGlone May 25, 1928 ~ Dec 2, 2020
Reba Lubke Apr 6, 1931 ~ Dec 3, 2020
Frances Fagg  May 1, 1918 ~ Dec 4, 2020
Alice Catherine Beckett  Mar 4, 1937 ~ Dec 6, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313 

Mary “Pat” Miller Mar 3, 1921 ~ Dec 4, 2020
Ann L. Nelson May 16, 1928 ~ Dec 5, 2020
Billy Wilburn Morse Mar 18, 1930 ~ Dec 5, 2020
Thomas Wesley Covington April 19, 1948 ~ Dec 6, 2020
Barbara Archer  Dec 12, 1927 ~ Dec 8, 2020

Nellie Melvin, 83, born Jan-
uary 24, 1937, an Irving resi-
dent for 62 years passed away 
December 7, 2020.  She was 
preceded in death by her hus-
band Perry Stevens in 1974 
and then by Aubrey Melvin in 
1997.   She was also preceded 
by her parents
Johnny and Frankie Bowman 
of Itasca, TX.  Left to cherish 
her memory is her sister, Nan-
cy Pond of Irving, her broth-
ers, Johnny Bowman and wife 
Judy of Mayhill, NM, and Da-
vid Bowman and wife Nancy 
of Itasca TX.  She also has a 
nephew, 3 nieces and several 
great nieces and nephews.
 She and Aubrey traveled a lot 
and after his death she and 
her sister, Nancy went on a 
lot of trips. She was a member 
of the Beltline Road church 
of Christ in Irving.  She had 
also been
a member of the South MacAr-
thur church of Christ for many 
years. 
She attended school in 
Files Valley, TX and Itasca, 
TX.  She took some classes 
at North Lake College in Ir-
ving.  She worked for the City 
of Irving for 30 years.  Her 
last job there was supervisor 
of computer operations. After 
retirement she volunteered at 
the Information desk at Baylor 
Irving.  She also volunteered 

at the Irving Senior Center and 
at South MacArthur church 
Hope Center giving supplies 
to the needy.  She enjoyed vol-
unteering. 
Nellie has had Alzheimer’s for 
many years.  She also had the 
Covid-19 in August 2020 but 
recovered in 16 days.  We wish 
to give a very special thanks to 
the Irving  Avalon Memory 
Care for taking very good care 
of Nellie for around 3 ½ years.   
Also since August Allstar 
Hospice has been wonderful 
in helping with Nellie’s care. 
A memorial service will be at 
2 pm on Saturday, December 
12th, at Beltline Road church 
of Christ at 1202 N. Beltline 
Road, Irving, TX 75061. 
She was put to rest Friday, De-
cember 11th, at Restland Fu-
neral Home in Dallas.

Dallas—The Meadows 
Foundation has awarded Dal-
las College’s School of Edu-
cation $300,000 to support 
training the next generation of 
teachers. The funds will build 
an educational pathway and 
develop the instructional sup-
port required for a new bach-
elor’s degree in education. The 
degree will be offered by the 
Dallas College School of Ed-
ucation, one of seven schools 
established earlier this year, 
when the seven colleges that 
constituted the Dallas County 
Community College District 
were merged into a single in-
stitution.

Over 3,000 students have 

Dallas College secures funding for 
teacher instruction

engaged in associate de-
gree-level education courses 
at Dallas College. By Fall 2024, 
at the current rate of growth 
and through the continuing 
support of community part-
ners like The Meadows Foun-
dation, the College has the 
opportunity to prepare more 
than 500 teachers a year for 
Dallas County, according to 
Dr. Rob DeHaas, Vice Provost 
of the School of Education. Dr. 
DeHaas was informed of the 
award last month.

“We’re incredibly grateful to 
The Meadows Foundation for 
recognizing the importance of 
educator preparation to the fu-
ture of Texas, and specifically 

for the Foundation’s early rec-
ognition of the vital role Dallas 
College will play in preparing 
the region’s teachers of tomor-
row,” DeHaas said. “The Mead-
ows funding helps support the 
North Texas pipeline of qual-
ified education professionals 
who will be the instructional 
and classroom leaders our stu-
dents deserve.”

With the Meadows Foun-
dation support of the school’s 
instructional needs, Dallas 
College will eventually have the 
opportunity to serve more than 
5,000 students in the School of 
Education.

“The biggest driver of stu-
dent achievement in school is 

the classroom instructor,” said 
Peter M. Miller, President, and 
CEO of The Meadows Founda-
tion. “The new Dallas College 
School of Education is unprec-
edented in its scale and quality, 
as well as its potential to pro-
vide a diverse, well-qualified 
teacher pipeline for our high-
est-need schools.

“We commend Dallas Col-
lege leadership for their bold, 
innovative, and transforma-
tional approach. The Meadows 
Foundation is honored to sup-
port these efforts, and we look 
forward to the impact they will 
have on schools, classrooms, 
and, ultimately, students in 
Dallas.”

As part of the grant, the 
Dallas College School of Edu-
cation agreed to partner with 
two school districts to establish 
32 paid residencies for teacher 
candidates by Fall 2021 and 
place 125 teacher candidates in 
paid residency positions by Fall 
2022.

“I am proud of the leadership 
that Dr. DeHaas is providing 
for our School of Education, 
and it means a great deal to 
have the support and partner-
ship of The Meadows Founda-
tion,” Dr. Joe May, Chancellor 
of Dallas College, said. “This 
early and substantial gift from 
The Meadows Foundation will 
have a multiplier effect down 
the road in terms of increasing 
the number of well-trained ed-
ucators entering the pipeline 
and attracting further invest-
ment from the philanthropic 
community.”

SOURCE Dallas College

nying a Vietnamese comrade, 
Norris paddled up river to find 
the injured pilot. They miracu-
lously dodged heavy machine 
gun fire from North Vietnam-
ese to make it back alive.

In 1976, President Gerald 
Ford presented Norris with the 
Medal of Honor.

“Through this memorial, 
the names read here today will 
never be forgotten,” Norris said 

to a standing ovation. “It was 
difficult in a lot of situations 
over there. Those who didn’t 
make it back, let’s welcome 
them home now.”

Austin–The Texas Library and 
Archives Foundation, Inc., the 
statewide nonprofit organiza-
tion chartered to exclusively 
support the Texas State Li-
brary and Archives Commis-
sion (TSLAC) has launched a 
new website at www.txlaf.org. 
The mission of the Texas Li-
brary and Archives Foundation 
(TxLAF) is “to support the inter-
ests of the Texas State Library 
and Archives Commission in 
order to collectively promote 
learning, literacy, and the pres-
ervation of Texas History.”  
“In 2020 our Board reimagined 
the organization and website to 
better reflect our mission and 
the important work of the Tex-
as State Library and Archives 
Commission,” Lapsley said. 
“The new website is easy to 
navigate and gives the viewer 
an insight into the resources 
and programs we support state-
wide, as well as the treasures 
housed within the library.” 
The new website includes a 
selection of Texas Treasures 
from the State Archives, such 
as the 1836, Texas Declaration 
of Independence, one of the 
first designs for the Lone Star 
Flag, William Barrett Travis’s 
famous letter from the Alamo, 
and a selection of historic pho-
tographs, newspapers, publi-
cations, maps, and documents. 
A variety of free research op-
portunities can be found at 
TSLAC, including not only 
library and archival collections, 
but also more than 75,000 
photographs, vital statistic in-
dexes, county tax rolls and 
records, city directories, his-
toric newspapers, free access to 
online genealogy research sites 
such as Ancestry.com for Texas 
residents, and much more. 
In addition to a new look and be-
hind-the-scenes photographs, 
the site also allows TxLAF sup-

Library, archives launches 
website for research

porters nationwide to support 
the foundation’s work through 
a new online bookshop powered 
by Bookshop.org where readers 
can purchase Texas books from 
a specially curated collection, in-
cluding current and past Texas 
Great Read titles. Each purchase 
generates a commission sup-
porting TxLAF.
 Supporters, history buffs, and 
book lovers who want to be the 
first to hear about upcoming 
events and initiatives can sign 
up for the TxLAF electronic 
newsletter. TxLAF invests in 
Texas libraries through liter-
ary awareness events, grants, 
research fellowships, school 

programs, exhibit support, 
and book festivals celebrat-
ing continued education and 
our state’s rich documentary 
heritage. They support special 
archival exhibits at TSLAC, 
which holds millions of historic 
artifacts, both in Austin and 
at the Sam Houston Regional 
Library and Research Center in 
Liberty—from rare maps and 
films to historic letters. TxLAF 
also provides opportunities to 
volunteer for literary events and 
fundraisers, uniting people who 
share a love of learning in their 
communities.
SOURCE The Texas State Library and 

Archives Commission
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DRIVE-THRU SANTA
Continued from Page 1

Vegan
vegetarian & gluten 

free menus!

Visit our website to 
order online!

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com 

Open Mon-Fri
11 AM - 2 PM

By Kristen Muldrow
Grand Prairie—The city of 
Grand Prairie began its 15th 
year of Prairie Lights, a cel-
ebration of holiday lights, at 
Lynn Creek Park near Joe Pool 
Lake on Nov. 26. 

Racquel Turner, a represen-
tative of Grand Prairie Parks 
and Recreation, said the num-
bers for this year’s event have 
been stunning. 

“We’ve already been blown 
away by how the numbers have 
doubled,” Turner said. “This 
first week has told us a lot.” 

In the past, the event offered 
the opportunities to sit with 
Santa, and face painting in 
Holiday Village. Due to corona-
virus precautions, those attrac-
tions are not open this year. 
However, parents can have a 
personalized video from Santa 
made for their child, which will 
be delivered about five days 
later. Displays that are usual-
ly in the Holiday Village were 
moved so attendees could see 
them from their cars. 

A concession area is avail-

cannot handle the normal San-
ta pic chaos. This was a safe al-
ternative due to the pandemic. 
It was also memorable, and it 
gave us the opportunity for our 
child to see Santa in-person.” 

“It was a wonderful break 
from our current pandemic-in-
duced mundane schedule,” 
Amanda Jules said. “Seeing so 
many people there on a Satur-
day morning, trying to make 
other people smile, was great.” 

Part of the experience was a 
donation drive for Irving Cares. 

“Our next stop as you drive 
through is our toy drive bene-
fiting Irving Cares,” Emerson 
said. “We have asked attendees 
to bring a new unwrapped toy 
to donate, and as part of the 
donation, they are entered into 
a raffle for prizes. 

“To be able to partner with 
Irving Cares for the unwrapped 
toys and the monetary dona-
tions, that’s what it’s all about. 
Seeing the smile on the kids’ 
faces and to see excitement and 
the gratitude from the parents 
as well, that’s really what it’s all 
about, making our members 
happy and seeing the smiles on 
their faces.” 

Kitchen 101 offered a variety 
of hot chocolate options from 
their food truck. Families were 
also treated to a cookie kit gift.

“We have three different hot 
chocolates, and with this being 
themed toward a 50s-style din-
er, they went with a car theme 
on everything,” executive chef 
Klint Morton said. “We have 
the starter which is just hot 
chocolate by itself, then we 
have the standard which is hot 
chocolate with whip cream, 
and then we have the fully 
loaded, which is hot chocolate 
with whip cream, marshmal-
lows, chocolate chip and some 
peppermint pieces.” 

“The fully loaded hot co-
coa option was a fun, over the 
top surprise,” Amanda Jules 
said. “It was like having a kids 
drive-thru Starbucks at Santa’s 
Village. The take-home cookie 
kit was also the perfect ending; 
a great way to extend the fun at 
home.” 

“We had so much fun dec-

Prairie Lights celebrates holiday season
able at the halfway point where 
attendees can order foods like 
popcorn and sausage-on-a-
stick. 

“Everything is in your car,” 
Turner said. “You have to stay 
in your car. You have to order 
it, and you have to pay for it 
with a card. No cash transac-
tions.” 

The changes have not slowed 
down interest in this yearly 
event. In fact, Grand Prairie is 
expecting an even bigger crowd 
in the coming weeks. 

“The week of the 14th or the 
21st is always the biggest week-
end as far as volume,” Turner 
said. 

Those weeks are around the 
time that Grand Prairie ISD’s 
students enjoy their holiday 
break. Though it was hard for 
Turner to pin down an exact 
projection for this year’s turn 
out, she said estimated the 

attraction would double last 
year’s numbers. 

“Everything from what we 
have seen so far has pretty 
much doubled,” Turner said. 
“We’ve had to close down lines. 
It’s even during the week that 
we’re seeing increased num-
bers. It’s a good problem to 
have.” 

Only in its second week, the 
event is already receiving stel-
lar reviews from first-timers 
and veteran attendees alike. 
Darci Davis and her family 
visited the festival on Tuesday 
night for the 6th year. 

“I think they did a spectac-
ular job with the changes be-
cause of COVID,” Davis said. 
“You have the option of pulling 
one way at the halfway point 
for drive-thru concessions or a 
restroom break if needed. Plus 
they lowered the cost this year 
since some things were not 

orating the cookies and of 
course tasting the icing. It ex-
tended the holiday cheer even 
longer,” Susan Siwy said. “This 
year has been very hard on all 
of us and blessing residents 
with this opportunity was very 
much appreciated.”

Participants called the event 
a blessing in disguise and ex-
pressed gratitude toward the 
LCA. 

“To be able to do events like 
this, it’s nice that it gives peo-
ple something to come out 
for,” Morton said. “It gives you 
something to do. It’s just nice to 
give everybody a break. There 
is so much this year that seems 
to be so down and events like 
this are good.”

“This is really just another 
opportunity to get our com-
munity together, to give people 
something to do,” Emerson 
said. “Now that restaurants 
have gone back down to 50 per-
cent, parents are really looking 
for something to do, and we 
want to keep the holiday spirit 
alive in Las Colinas. This event 
is another compliment to the 
holiday magic we want to bring 
her.”

“It was great to have a safe, 
family friendly event avail-
able,” Jules said. “I have en-
joyed watching how nearby 
areas have pivoted during the 
holiday season to give kids 
some normalcy. I hope some of 
these styles of events continue 
beyond our current social-dis-
tancing needs.” 

available.” 
Tickets start at $30 per ve-

hicle and $99 for a Fast Pass 
that allows attendees to enter 
through an express entrance. 
In order to enhance the experi-
ence, attendees are encouraged 

to turn their car radio to KLUV-
HD3 (98.7) as they make their 
way through the exhibit. The 
partner station is playing 
Christmas music through the 
holiday season. 

The tour ends with a new 

light tunnel that the Prairie 
Lights website calls, “the per-
fect finale” to the experience. 

The event runs through Dec. 
31, and the Holiday Village is 
slated to return in 2021. 

Check out more Prairie Lights photos & 
video at ramblernewspapers,com!


