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By Kenneth Perkins
Grand Prairie—What a differ-
ence a week can make in the life 
of a kitten. 

“Badger” the kitten was shiv-
ering in the night air, and be-
fore she knew it, she was being 
delivered, premium-first class, 
to meet her forever family.

Badger owes her new life to 
being in the right place at the 
right time with the right po-
lice officer. The eight-week old 
kitten, whose stripes cross her 
eyes, cheeks, back, legs and tail 
giving her the look of a domes-
tic longhair mix, was found by 
Grand Prairie Police Officer 
Dylan Jones. Jones was help-
ing a motorist gas up a stalled 
vehicle when he noticed some-
thing scampering across the 
pavement.

“I see this little creature 
coming toward us,” Jones said. 
“First I couldn’t see what it 
was. I’m sitting there and say-
ing, ‘What the heck is that?’ 

“It gets closer, and clos-
er, and closer until it comes 
squarely into view. 

“She was cold and scared but 
walked right up to me,” Jones 
said. “I immediately stuck it 
in my jacket. I’m, like, ‘Oh my 

By Kenneth Perkins
Irving—Richard Calendar had 
not been to Captain Nemo’s 
in months, but once he heard 
one of his favorite eateries was 
shutting its doors at year’s end, 
he went on a frenetic eating 
binge. He ate at the longtime 
steak sub sandwich shop with 
his girlfriend, a buddy, his dad, 
his former coach, and when he 
could not get someone to eat 
with, by himself.

“It’s funny how you don’t 
think about a place until it’s 
gone or about to go,” said Cal-
endar, who has an affinity for 
the chicken/cheese sub with 
navy beans and ham soup. “We 
just always expect things to be 
the way they were, even when 
you’re not thinking about it 
everyday. I’ve been coming 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—By nature, disc golfers 
are passionate about their cho-
sen sport. Serious competitors 
own a multitude of discs for var-
ious purposes plus an array of 
equipment. That dedication was 
put to the test on Sunday, Dec. 
13, at Irving’s Fritz Park for the 
2020 James Grider Memorial.

The third annual event in 
honor of local disc golf legend 
James Grider, who helped de-
sign the course at Fritz Park be-
fore his death in 2013, started 
with rain traveling through Ir-
ving and the entire Dallas-Fort 
Worth Metroplex. However, 
the competitors pressed on 
until severe weather forced 
suspension of play after light-
ning alarms sounded around 9 
a.m., sending many disc golfers 
to the safety of their cars while 
others huddled underneath 
shelters around the park. 

Originally, the tournament 
format was two rounds: a two-
man scramble in the morning 
and alternating shots in the 
afternoon round. Due to the 
inclement weather, the morn-
ing round was scratched. Play 
resumed in the afternoon with 
many of the 108 registered 

Kitten finds a forever home
God, this little fur ball is freez-
ing.’ I took her back to the car, 
and she immediately started 
purring. I was just feeling all 
these emotions of how long she 
had been out there.”

There was no tag and no col-
lar. 

“I put her down on the pas-
senger floor board,” Jones said. 

“She hops up on the dash board 
and into my lap, and she’s just 
purring. It’s clear she loves 
being petted. You can tell she 
loves people. I’m saying, okay, 
surely this is not just a stray 
cat. Somebody had to have 
dumped her off or something.”

Figuring she alone, Jones 
took her to the Prairie Paws 

Adoption Center where staffers 
immediately put her in rota-
tion to find a new home. Short-
ly after that, Badger made an 
appearance on the GPPD’s 
Twitter video feed. She was 
shown playing inside the police 
car, leaping around and resting 
on the dashboard. Within days, 
she was something of a star 

with over 2,000 views. 
A few days later, a family 

arrived to the center hoping to 
find their runaway dog. As they 
looked around the shelter to no 
avail, 11-year old Daxxon John-
son saw Badger. 

“We hadn’t talked about get-
ting another cat at all, but Chris 
[the runaway dog] was Daxx-
on’s dog. I felt so bad for him,” 
Kerena Davila, Daxxon’s mom, 
said. “When he really seemed 
to like the cat, we thought hard 
about adopting her.”

Destinee Wright, programs 
supervisor at the center, said 
when pets like Badger are 
dropped off with no collars 
or tags they are immediately 
placed on three-day holds in 
case someone comes in looking 
for them. 

“In this instance, she doesn’t 
have a microchip; she doesn’t 
have a tag,” Wright said.

The adoption was good news 

COVID-19 closes small
businesses forever

here for, I don’t know, like 
seven years on and off. Even 
if you don’t come for a month 
or whatever, you just don’t ex-
pect it to not be there when you 
want to go. Nothing stays the 
same, right?”

Especially now. Ask any 
business owner about navigat-
ing through COVID-19, and the 
lament is the same: adjust on 
the fly because the rules today 
probably will not apply tomor-
row.

As the impact of the corona-
virus drags on, it continues to 
upend businesses, particularly 
smaller businesses like cof-
fee shops and yoga gyms and 
restaurants such as Captain 
Nemo’s, which has survived at 
Irving Heights and Grauwyler 
for 47 years.

Owner Bill Miller, who took 
over the restaurant in his early 
20s from his father, Bill Miller, 
Sr., is emotionally moved by 
the return of regulars like Cal-
endar, but this ongoing, relent-
less fistfight with COVID-19 
has left him and his employees 
bruised and battered.

“If this had been over by 
June, July, I would have been 
alright,” Miller said. “We just 
ran out of resources. We don’t 
have any more savings we can 
spend. We are borrowing mon-
ey now. You can’t borrow your-
self out of debt.”

Unfortunately, Captain Ne-
mo’s is not alone. When the 
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of 
Commerce sent out a five-ques-
tion survey, they learned more 
than half of those surveyed 
were anticipating deferring 
bills and interest payments, 
and 40 percent said they would 
be deferring payroll taxes and 
relying on loans and grants to 
keep their businesses afloat.

Alphagraphics owner Sam 
Reed does not prefer the term 
“pivoting,” but that’s exact-
ly what businesses have been 
doing to stay alive. Prior to 
COVID-19, Reed’s full service 
printing and marketing com-
pany was, as he put it, “taking 
off like gangbusters.”

“We were up 15 percent 
from the first quarter the 
prior year and were well on 
our way to a record-break-
ing year,” Reed said. “Once 
COVID reared its ugly head, 
my April was the worst in 
the 36 year history of the 
company. It was dismal. We 
rebounded a little but never 
fully recovered.”

Alphagraphics managed to 
keep its doors open and its 
six employees healthy. Still, 
many of their customers are 
working from home.

“We could not provide those 
resources, and it put quite a 
strain on the business,” Reed 
said. “To use that overused 
term, pivot, we pivoted to do 
additional signage for our cus-
tomers and that seemed to help 
balance it, to a degree.”

Chamber of Commerce pres-
ident and CEO Beth Bowman 
said a lot of the focus has been 
on restaurants like Captain 
Nemo’s but a number of other 

Memorial 
honors course 

designer
competitors staying to finish 
the contest. Those who chose 
not to stay received partial 
refunds from Dynamic Discs 
Carrollton, the company that 
put on the event. 

Even with the weather de-
lay, the event was a great way 
to honor the memory of James 
Grider.

“Nolan Grider [James’ son] 
is kind of a Texas legend when 
it comes to disc golf,” Steven 
Storrie, tournament director, 
said. “I know that his father, 
James, got him involved at a 
very early age. Nolan Grider is 
now in the Texas Disc Golf Hall 
of Fame. He’s probably known 
as one of the best disc golfers in 
the nation without ever touring 
or being a full-time profession-
al in the sport.”

Nolan came up with the idea 
of an annual tournament as a 
fitting way to honor the count-
less contributions his father 
made to further grow disc golf. 

“Nolan approached me and 
expressed to me how much 
his father influenced him in 
disc golf and influenced oth-

Badger and Officer Dylan Jones find some time to play together before the kitten meets her forever family. /Photo by Kenneth 
Perkins. 
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MEMORIAL
Continued from Page 1

ers,” Storrie said. “Fritz Park 
is where his father played, and 
there is a basket out there with 
his name on it as a memorial. 
Nolan approached me about 
three years ago, saying I’d love 
for you to run an event in my 
father’s name to help their 
family feel his legacy was stay-
ing alive. 

“When someone like Nolan 
Grider comes along and asks 
you a favor like that, it’s hard to 
say no with the amount of re-
spect and love that family puts 
out for the sport.”

After the inaugural event in 
2018 was a singles competi-
tion, organizers shifted it to a 
doubles format. Like previous 
events, the 2020 event sold 
out at 108 competitors or 54 
two-person teams. 

For Storrie, who in ad-

dition to putting on 60-80 
tournaments each year owns 
a successful disc golf shop in 
Carrollton, the tournament’s 
success is another sign of the 
sport’s continuing growth. 

“As a byproduct of the pan-
demic, disc golf [is] growing at 
a massive rate,” Storrie said. 
“The amount of growth we’ve 
seen the last six months alone 
has been unprecedented. The 
tournaments are not lacking in 
participation, especially now.”

He attributes that growth to 
people wanting to do more out-
door activities, as many have 
advised, amid the COVID-19 
pandemic as a safe way to get a 
proper amount of exercise. 

“There are so many people 
who were encouraged to do 
more recreationally,” Stor-
rie said. “It’s just like fishing, 

camping, rock climbing, and 
RVing. It’s insane that out-
side recreational activities 
have grown by I’d probably 
say 200-300 percent the last 
six months. It’s been great 
for business, and it’s also very 
overwhelming as well, but it’s 
not a bad thing.”

Disc golf is an activity where 
veteran players welcome new-
comers of any age or skill level. 
It is a family friendly and inclu-
sive sport. 

“I was never fortunate 
enough to know James,” Stor-
rie said. “I didn’t meet No-
lan until after his father had 
passed. But if Nolan is anything 
like his father, I can imagine 
the type of guy his father was, 
because Nolan’s a pretty up-
standing dude himself.”

By Grace Reyes
Irving—With the support of 
17 churches, the Many Helping 
Hands Ministry (MHHM) pro-
vided a home-cooked meals to 
homeless people on Saturday, 
Dec. 5. For those who need a bit 
more, the ministry can provide 
clothes, hygiene kits, sleeping 
bags, and occasionally tents.

“We’re doing it COVID 
style,” Sheila Slade, second in 
command of MHHM, said. 
“[People] have to be six feet 
apart, and they have to have on 
their mask. Everything is out-
side.”

Tables placed 6 feet apart 

Many Helping Hands provides 
clothes, hot meals to homeless

shared yard space with a bo-
nanza of jackets, blankets, 
shoes, and books. 

“We have a book lady and 
her name is Wanda Zamora-
no,” Slade said. “She’s an ex-li-
brarian and was a teacher for 
years and years. About four 
years ago, she started bringing 
books, and she gives out over 
100 books every Thursday.” 

Slade often goes to an or-
ganization called Stars and 
Stripes to pick out clothes for 
the homeless. After the event, 
Stars and Stripes takes the left 
over clothes back to their facil-
ity.

“Since [Stars and Stripes] is 
taking all this stuff, I can shop 
for free during the week and 
fully get what I need,” Slade 
said.

Every Thursday, MHHM 
partners with The Salvation 
Army and provides a hot meal 
to the homeless. 

“When they did the shut-
down, we had already had a 
plan to serve outside,” Mark 
Spearman, deacon at Ben 
Washington Church in Irving, 
said. “We have not missed a 
Thursday, whether it was rain, 
snow, sleet or cold.”

Members and staff of Ben 

Washington Church and Good 
Shepard help provide the 
food, but all the participating 
churches alternate weeks to 
help serve food. 

“The only thing it takes is a 
labor of love and the commit-
ment of your time,” Spearman 
said. 

“Janice was homeless for 
three years,” Slade said. “Jan-
ice got off the street seven 
months ago. She used her 
stimulus check, and she got 
herself in a hotel room.” 

“I needed to be here for my 
family,” Janice Wrist said. 

Slade does not call people 

participating in the ministry 
‘homeless;’ she calls them fam-
ily. 

“They’ll be like ‘Miss She-
lia, you don’t want to hug me 
I stink,’” Slade said. “I say, ‘I 
don’t care,’ and give them a big 
hug, so it’s a sense of family 
here.”

Many organizations donate 
to MHHM. 

“We get help from Cane’s, 
from Panera Bread, Frito lay 
donates chips too,” Slade said. 
“Aspen Creek as well, they do-
nated to us for the past three 
years.”

“For Bombas, we got a grant 
for them to give us 2,400 socks 
a year,” Spearman said. 

During the rainy season, the 
homeless cannot protect them-
selves from the rain, so people 
make mats out of grocery bags. 

“[Homeless people] lay [the 
mat] down, and then they put 
their sleeping bag [on top] so 
it doesn’t get wet,” Slade said. 
“Just to make one of those 
takes 15 hours.” 

During colder weather, 
people and the police call on 
MHHM to house people in the 
Magnuson hotel. 

“We are on a board called Ir-
ving Homeless Task Force that 
started this year,” Slade said. 
“It is a board filled with non-
profits along with the police 
and fire department that helps 
put [the homeless] in hotels 
during cold weather.”

“It used to bug me that this 
guy would come every week 
and ask me for a pair of jeans, 
and my first thought was, I just 
gave you a pair of jeans last 
week,” Pat O’Reilly, the board 
chairman of MHHM, said. 
“But what I had to start under-
standing is, if you are living on 
the streets, you don’t have a 
way to wash your clothes.” 

O’Reilly has been pushing 
the city to provide a day center 
for the homeless.

“One of our goals is to have 
a place big enough to provide a 
facility for inclement weather,” 
O’Reilly said. 

Staff report
Irving—A missing Irving man 
was found deceased on Satur-
day, Dec. 12.

On Dec. 3, the Irving Police 
Department requested a Silver 
Alert for 69-year-old Ronald 
Smith, who was last seen on 
Nov. 24 in the 700 block of Fo-
tus Drive. According to police, 
Smith suffered from dementia 
and high blood pressure, and 
was driving a grey 2014 Ford 
Escape.

Missing Irving
man found dead

Over a week later, the An-
drews County Sherriff’s Office 
contacted Irving PD and in-
formed them they had found 
Smith’s vehicle in a rural area 
of Andrews County, about 20 
miles southwest of Andrews, 
Texas. Deputies found Smith 
deceased inside the vehicle. 
The official cause of death has 
not been released yet, however, 
deputies reported there were 
no signs of criminal activity or 
foul play.

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—Teaching is never an 
easy task. Teaching through a 
pandemic is even more chal-
lenging. The teachers and staff 
at Irving ISD have been teaching 
a combination of virtual learn-
ing and in-person learning, re-
quiring creativity and patience. 

The demands of the job 
and the increase in cases of 
COVID-19 within the district 
have made it necessary for all 
Irving ISD teachers to return to 
the classroom. The district also 
needs more substitutes, and 
the Irving ISD School Board 
increased the daily pay by $20/
day for all substitute teachers.  

Irving ISD reports test-con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 on 
the district website. The infor-
mation is divided by school, 
role at the school (teacher/
staff/student) recovered cases, 
and active cases. Principals no-
tify the students and staff when 
there is a test-confirmed case. 
Close-contact contact tracing 
is performed, along with the 
Texas Education Agency guide-
lines of being within six feet of 
the confirmed case for more 
than fifteen minutes. If a stu-
dent or teacher is confirmed as 
a close contact, they are asked 
to quarantine and transition to 
remote learning for ten days. 
The district requests all teach-
ers, staff, and students report 
if they have tested positive for 

Teachers weigh work 
against possible illness

COVID-19. Currently there are 
a total of 85 test-confirmed ac-
tive cases in the district.  

“They required every teach-
er to return to the classroom, 
even if they have multiple 
notes from doctors saying it is 
not safe,” K, a teacher at an el-
ementary school, said. “These 
teachers have health issues 
that mean it is not safe to go 
to school and risk contracting 
COVID. It is a decision that im-
pacts every teacher, regardless 
of their health.”  

“I decided to take [family 
and medical leave] until Janu-
ary,” P said. “I have two health 
conditions that made my doc-
tor worry I would not do well if 
I got COVID. I have been stay-
ing home. I miss the kids but I 
need to take care of myself. It 
is hard to go without seeing the 
kids, and it is hard to not have 
pay.”  

Some teachers report having 
been exposed and not receiving 
notification. J, a teacher at a 
middle school, worked with a 
paraprofessional who privately 
confirmed she had tested posi-
tive, but the administration did 
not notify J of the exposure.  

“I tested positive a week later 
when I went to the doctor on 
my own,” J said. “Luckily I had 
mild symptoms and recovered 
quickly. When I told HR, they 
said not to mention that I had 
a positive test. They said they 

would contact everyone, but I 
knew they had not communi-
cated with me. I had already 
told my fellow teachers before 
I contacted HR.

“Our number of positive cas-
es and quarantined staff grows 
each day. The school is barely 
being staffed by combining 
classes and pulling paraprofes-
sionals to sub in classes. We do 
not have guest educators, be-
cause they do not want to sign 
up and get sick on campus. It 
is so disheartening. I feel like 
they still treat me like a teach-
er, but they do not treat me like 
a human.”  

“The district also required us 
to complete an online training 
before Thanksgiving break,” 
K. said. “The teachers were 
so angry. We had to promise 
we would not gather in large 
family groups, go out to eat, 
etc. People are angry, because 
we are in groups bigger than 
that in the classroom, yet the 
district is going to require we 
isolate on our time off? Many 
teachers would not complete 
the training, so they redacted it 
before break.”  

“I know that at least one 
teacher was exposed to COVID, 
told to isolate, then was re-
quired to return the following 
day,” A, who works at a mid-
dle school, said. “I also know 
from the family that the cus-
todian at one of the schools 

died from COVID related ill-
nesses. Teachers are angry and 
scared, but this is our job, so 
we do not know what to do.”  
One teacher was not as worried 
about the COVID-19 response 
in the district. 

“In my school, I feel like 
they are being responsible,” 
T, who teaches in a middle 
school, said. “If we have an ex-
posure we are told. I have not 
been exposed yet, but I have 
colleagues that have needed 
to quarantine. Sometimes the 
communication is unclear, but 
I think it is because people are 
trying to figure this all out.”  

Irving ISD and multiple 
principals were contacted for 
a statement and declined to 
reply. If a response was sent, 
it was a suggestion to look at 
the COVID-19 numbers on the 
website.

Scammers use public health 
emergencies as opportuni-
ties for new fraud schemes. 
These fraudsters rapidly alter 
their tactics and adapt their 
schemes to the changing land-
scape, and officials anticipate 
they will leverage the pending 
COVID-19 vaccine to prey on 
unsuspecting Medicare bene-
ficiaries. 

Stay informed and protect 
yourself against COVID-19 
vaccines scams. When in 
doubt, contact the Texas Se-
nior Medicare Patrol (SMP).

You likely will not need to 
pay anything out of pocket 
to get the vaccine during this 
public health emergency. You 
cannot pay to put your name 
on a list to get the vaccine or 

Beware of the following 
COVID-19 vaccines scams

get early access to the vaccine. 
No one from Medicare or the 
Health Department will con-
tact you.

No one from a vaccine distri-
bution site or health care pay-
er will call you asking for your 
Social Security number, credit 
card or bank account informa-
tion to sign you up to get the 
vaccine.

Beware of providers offering 
other products, treatments, or 
medicines to prevent the virus. 
Check with your health care 
provider before paying for or 
receiving any COVID-19-relat-
ed treatment.

 If you get a call, text, email 
or someone knocking on your 
door claiming they can get 
you early access to the vaccine, 

STOP. That’s a scam.
For Medicare coverage ques-

tions, contact your local State 
Health Insurance Assistance 
Program (SHIP) at SHIPTA-
center.org or 1-877-839-2675.

Your local SMP is ready 
to provide you with the in-
formation you need to pro-
tect yourself from Medicare 
fraud, errors, and abuse; de-
tect fraud and abuse; and re-
port your concerns. SMPs and 
their trained volunteers help 
educate and empower Medi-
care beneficiaries in the fight 
against health care fraud. Your 
SMP can help you with your 
questions, concerns, or com-
plaints about fraud and abuse 
issues.

SOURCE Senior Medicare Patrol A disc golf player aims for a basket on the Fritz Park disc golf course. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 



Page 3Rambler Newspapers972-870-1992  December 19, 2020

FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

1. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many tablespoons are in 1 fluid 
ounce?

2. LITERATURE: Which fa-
mous gothic novel features the 
beginning sentence, “Last night 
I dreamt I went to Manderley 
again”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is 
the capital of New Zealand?

4. BUSINESS: When was 
the first iPhone released?

5. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of Norm Peterson’s 
unseen wife in the sitcom 
“Cheers”?

6. PERSONALITIES: Which 
former pro football player 
earned the nickname “Broad-
way Joe”?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 
is a female donkey called?

8. MEDICAL: A deficiency of 
vitamin A causes what condi-
tion?

9. MUSIC: Which 1980s pop 
hit starts with the line, “Dearly 
beloved, we have gathered 
here today to get through this 
thing called life”?

10. MOVIES: What was the 
name of Charles Foster Kane’s 
estate in “Citizen Kane”?

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

icy sidewalks and you have a 
dog or cat, don’t forget to pro-
tect your pet’s feet from the 
salt and/or chemicals that are 
frequently used to melt ice. Be 
sure to wipe down your pet’s 
feet after a walk outside.” -- F.F. 
in Alaska

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlan-
do, FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

quilts -- heirloom or otherwise 
-- than storing them in cedar 
chests.  Acids will not only stain 
them but break down the fabric 
over time.” -- B.R. in Washing-
ton.

Thanks B.R. Although my 
grandmother did store quilts 
and other fabric items in her ce-
dar chest, according to sources 
at the National Quilters Circle, 
the best place for an heirloom 
quilt may be on a bed. You can 
stack them, but rotate so that 
no quilt gets too much sun. -- 
JoAnn

* “For squeaky door hinges, 
forget about graphite, WD-40 
or any of those other messy 
lubricants that may last for only 
a few months. Pull the hinge 
pins, wipe them clean with a 
dry rag, and then apply a thin 
coating of Vaseline with your 
finger. Properly done, your 
hinges should remain free of 
squeaks for at least a year.” -- 
F.B. in Colorado

* “If you live in a cold area 
where you might experience 

* Doc Martens come in all 
different colors and sizes now, 
but the first pair was created 
using old tires.

* There actually aren’t “57 
varieties” of Heinz ketchup, and 
never were. Company founder 
H.J. Heinz thought his product 
should have a number, and he 
just happened to like 57.

* March 3 is known as “What 
if Cats and Dogs Had Oppos-
able Thumbs Day.”

* The number of permuta-
tions within a deck of cards 
is mind-bogglingly large: an 
8 with 67 zeroes after it. That 
means there are more card 
combinations than stars in the 
Milky Way, which amount to as 
many as 400 billion!

* Cataract surgery was pos-
sible as early as the 6th century 
B.C.

* Barbie’s physical appear-
ance was inspired by a Ger-
man doll named Bild Lilli, cre-
ated in 1952 and based on a 
high-end call girl named Lilli 
who was featured in the com-
ic strip “Bild-Zeitung.” She was 
sold as an adult novelty in bars 
and tobacco shops -- definitely 
not as a children’s toy. Barbie 
inventor Ruth Handler saw the 
doll while vacationing in Eu-
rope and brought it home.

* Sunsets on Mars are blue.
* The Gate Tower Building in 

Osaka, Japan, has a highway 
that passes through the build-
ing, between the fifth and sev-
enth floors.

* A Paris morgue needed 
help identifying bodies in the 
1860s, so decided to open its 
doors to the public. They prob-
ably underestimated people’s 
morbid curiosity, though, as 
soon 40,000 people a day were 
coming to look at corpses.

* Mob boss Vincent Gigante 
would wander around New 
York in his bathrobe to con-
vince the police he was insane, 
and thus avoid capture.

The retired sergeant, the one 
with the 6-foot foldout measur-
ing stick, wasn’t there when I 
headed for the order window at 
the coffee shop. The rest of the 
veterans were uncharacteristi-
cally quiet, arrayed around the 
sidewalk in folding chairs and 
blankets against the cold, lis-
tening to an emergency scan-
ner.

“Where is he?” I asked.
“There was an accident out 

on the highway. We suspect he 
was involved somehow,” one 
said. A pause, then: “He was 
a career Army combat medic, 
E-6. Tried to sign up with the 
EMTs here. Wouldn’t take him. 
Too old, they said. Policy.”

It was an hour before Sarge 
pulled up in his truck and 
climbed slowly out, blood on 
his coat. He snapped open his 
lawn chair and dropped into it.

The story came out in a tired 
voice: He was three cars be-
hind a nasty wreck, multiple 
crushed vehicles, one a pickup 
truck that had rolled, ejecting a 
toddler onto the pavement. 

Sarge the EMT

“I grabbed my medical bag,” 
he said. “Injured baby, blood 
everywhere, but thank God, 
still strapped in her car seat.” 

One of the other vets pushed 
up out of his lawn chair. “You’re 
a bit shock-y,” he said and 
handed Sarge his blanket. 

The story kept coming out: 
Sarge had wrapped the baby’s 
leg that had the worst of the 
damage and kept pressure on 
it with one hand while washing 
the blood off her face with the 
other, singing to her for distrac-
tion, and managed not to kill 
on sight the drunk father who 
stumbled over and demanded 
to know what he was doing to 
his daughter. The EMTs even-
tually showed up, bouncing 
down the median.

His phone rang and he 
pulled it out, listened and grunt-
ed “I’ll be there.” He snapped 
the phone shut and slid it back 
into his pocket. “The baby will 
be fine eventually.”

We saw a tiny smile, and 
then: “The EMTs want me. Said 
maybe I’m not too old after all.”

* B.B. in Massachusetts 
writes: “I have a rubber disc 
(used for taking covers off jars) 
that I keep in my shower. When 
showering, I put the disc over 
the drain so the water can ac-
cumulate, then I soak my feet 
at the same time.” 

* To save yourself some 
time and aggravation, make a 
safety set of keys that match 
your current set exactly. You 
will never have to go looking 
for your keys when you are in 
a hurry, and you won’t have to 
determine if the key you need 
is on the ring. It is!

* “Re: your recent tip about 
storing heirloom quilts in a ce-
dar chest: No, no, a thousand 
times no! Nothing is worse for 

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. 2 tablespoons
2. “Rebecca”
3. Wellington
4. 2007
5. Vera
6. Joe Namath
7. A jenny
8. Night blindness
9. “Let’s Go Crazy” by 

Prince
10. Xanadu

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Getting Through 

Winter
Cold weather is here ... join-

ing the coronavirus and the flu. 
Such a wonderful trio of events 
all at the same time.

The Old Farmer’s Almanac 
says that temperatures this 
winter will be a bit warmer for 
much of the country, at least for 
the eastern portion. The other 
Farmer’s Almanac divides the 
country in a different way, with 
the north half of the country 
seeing the cold.

We didn’t want to go outside 
anyway, did we? This winter 
especially we need to do all we 
can to stay healthy. 

If you live in an especially 
cold area that’s likely to get a 
lot of snow and ice, find some-
one to take care of it and be 
sure you’re on their storm list.

Arrange for prescriptions to 
be sent by mail from the phar-
macy.

Stock up on batteries for 
flashlights, and consider get-
ting a battery-operated radio. 
Remember to keep your cell-
phone charged at all times. 
One of the best things I’ve 
purchased this year is a pair of 
battery-operated lamps; some 
even come with a remote con-
trol and motion detector.

Try to stock up on heavy or 
large items from the grocery 
store, ideally from curbside 
pickup. A box of canned goods 
and extra toilet paper will keep 
you from having to scramble at 
the last minute.

Don’t try to save money by 
keeping the temperatures in 
your house too low. Seniors 
especially can get into trouble 
with hypothermia before we 
even know it. Aim for indoor 
temperatures of 68 F to 70 F, 
and put on a sweater!

One of the biggest things 
you can do to stay safe this 
winter is sign up with the se-
niors daily check-in, a phone 
call you’ll receive either from 
the town or senior center to 
make sure you’re OK. Or cre-
ate your own phone tree with 
friends to check in every day. 

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

Subscribe
today!

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10395

AN ORDINANCE FORGIVING THE DIFFERENTIAL IN MUNICIPAL DRAINAGE UTILITY FEES PAID ON AP-
PROXIMATELY 3,400 ACCOUNTS; AUTHORIZING CITY STAFF TO BEGIN BILLING THE CORRECT CURRENT 
RATE ON JANUARY 1ST, 2021; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVID-
ING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10406

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0058
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A 
TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE RACETRAC CARBON ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 3510 CARBON ROAD, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN 
THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL 
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C COM-
MUNITY COMMERCIAL USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO EXHIBIT B: SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULA-
TIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE 
CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10407

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0059
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A 
TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WALNUT HILL BUSINESS PARK, SECTOR VII, AREA XVIII ADDITION AND 
LOCATED AT 2234 WEST WALNUT HILL LANE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM PUD PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE FOR C-N USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO PUD 
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT USE FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAU-
RANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USES OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMIS-
ES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED AND ACCORDING TO 
THE EXHIBIT B: SITE PLAN AND EXHIBIT C: FLOOR PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HERE-
OF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPRE-
HENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL 
WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS 
HELD TO BE INVALID; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10408

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0060
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, ADOPTED JULY 20, 
2017, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, MORALS AND GENERAL WEL-
FARE; AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE CENTRAL COMMERCE CENTER ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 4424 RAINIER STREET, 
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN 
THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM M-FW FREEWAY DISTRICT USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT FOR R-TH USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144 AND ACCORDING 
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDI-
TIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETER-
MINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AS AMENDED, FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT 
IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10409

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0061
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A 
TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE VICTORY AT ESCENA ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 6421 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, 
SUITE #160, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; REPEALING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-9733 WHICH GRANTED S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT 
WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CON-
SUMPTION USES UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144 AS AN ADDITIONAL AVAILABLE USE 
WITHIN THE PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), AND REINSTATING THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY TO 
PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT USE FOR C-N USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED IN ORDINANCE NO. 6028; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED 
TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETER-
MINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS OR-
DINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF 
DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10410

ZONING CASE NO. ZC20-0062
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-C

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A 
TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE TOWNE NORTH CENTRE ADDITION, AND LOCATED AT 3583 NORTH BELT 
LINE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; REPEALING 
ORDINANCE NO. 4559 WHICH GRANTED S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMP-
TION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND REINSTATING THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
TO C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS PREVIOUSLY AD-
OPTED IN ORDINANCE NO. 3844; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE 
CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT 
REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on December 10, 2020.

RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting proposals for RFP #180 Enterprise Asset Management Integration Services.  
Specifications may be obtained from BidSync.com. Sealed proposals can be submitted until 10:00 a.m. CST, 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal 
meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m., CST, Monday, December 21, 2020 at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, 
Coppell, TX  75019. The city is following social distancing protocols, and face masks are required to be worn 
in the building.   Please contact Charles Ellis, Procurement Services, at cellis@coppelltx.gov to receive a 
Zoom meeting invitation for the Pre-Proposal and RFP Open meetings.  Please ensure that the requests are 
made, no later than, the day before the meetings.  Same day requests may not be fulfilled.

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.net
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Consolidated Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain
Permit and Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision

Air Quality Standard Permit for Concrete Batch Plants Proposed Registration No. 52168L030

 Application. Potter Ready Mix, LLC, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) for an Air Quality Standard Permit, Registration No. 52168L030, which would 
authorize construction of two temporary concrete batch plants located at West side of Valley 
View Lane approximately 0.25 mile North of Carbon Road, Irving, Dallas County, Texas 75261. 
This application is being processed in an expedited manner, as allowed by the commission’s 
rules in 30 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 101, Subchapter J. This link to an electronic 
map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the 
application or notice. For exact location, refer to application. http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/
public/hb610/index.html?lat=32.881666&lng=-97.004722&zoom=13&type=r. The proposed 
facility will emit the following air contaminants: particulate matter including (but not limited to) 
aggregate, cement, road dust, and particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 
2.5 microns or less.
 This application was submitted to the TCEQ on November 23, 2020. The executive director 
has completed the administrative and technical reviews of the application and determined 
that the application meets all of the requirements of a standard permit authorized by 30 
TAC § 116.611, which would establish the conditions under which the plant must operate. 
The executive director has made a preliminary decision to issue the registration because 
it meets all applicable rules. The application, executive director’s preliminary decision, and 
standard permit will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ 
Dallas/Fort Worth regional office, and at the West Irving Library, 4444 West Rochelle Road, 
Irving, Dallas County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s 
compliance file, if any exists, is available for public review at the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth 
Regional Office, 2309 Gravel Drive, Fort Worth, Texas. Visit www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cbp to 
review the standard permit.
 Public Comment/Public Meeting. You may submit public comments or request 
a public meeting. See Contacts section. The TCEQ will consider all public comments in 
developing a final decision on the application. The deadline to submit public comments or 
meeting requests is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. Issues such as property 
values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdiction to consider in the 
permit process.
 The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or 
ask questions about the application. A public meeting about the application will be held if 
the executive director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the 
application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested case 
hearing. If a public meeting is held, the deadline to submit public comments is extended to the 
end of the public meeting. 
 Contested Case Hearing. You may request a contested case hearing. A contested case 
hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court. Unless a written 
request for a contested case hearing is filed within 30 days from this notice, the 
executive director may approve the application.
 A person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility is 
entitled to request a hearing. To request a hearing, a person must actually reside in a 
permanent residence within 440 yards of the proposed plant. If requesting a contested 
case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, 
an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name 
and registration number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) 
a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the application and air 
emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location 
and distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use 
the property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues 
of fact that you submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a group 
or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing must be 
identified by name and physical address. The interests which the group or association 
seeks to protect must be identified. You may submit your proposed adjustments to the 
application which would satisfy your concerns. See Contacts section.
 TCEQ Action. After the deadline for public comments, the executive director 
will consider the comments and prepare a response to all relevant and material, or 
significant public comments. The executive director’s decision on the application, and 
any response to comments, will be mailed to all persons on the mailing list. If no timely 
contested case hearing requests are received, or if all hearing requests are withdrawn, the 
executive director may issue final approval of the application. If all timely hearing requests are 
not withdrawn, the executive director will not issue final approval of the permit and will forward 
the application and requests to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled 
commission meeting. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing 
on issues the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently 
withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed 
issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material air 
quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, 
noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this 
proceeding.
 Mailing List.  You may ask to be placed on a mailing list to receive additional information 
on this specific application. See Contacts section. 
 Information Available Online. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database (CID) at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Once you have 
access to the CID using the link, enter the registration number at the top of this notice. 
 Contacts. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at www14.
tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please 
be aware that any contact information you provide, including your name, phone number, 
email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record.  For more 
information about this application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public 
Education Program toll free at 1 800 687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/
goto/pep. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.
Further information may also be obtained from Potter Ready Mix, LLC, 2400 East Pioneer Drive, 
Irving, Texas 75061-8900 or by Mrs. Melissa Fitts, Vice President, Westward Environmental, 
Inc. at (830) 249-8284.
Notice Issuance Date: December 7, 2020

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Consolidated Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain
Permit and Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision

Air Quality Standard Permit for Concrete Batch Plants Proposed Registration No. 52168L031

 Application. Potter Ready Mix, LLC, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) for an Air Quality Standard Permit, Registration No. 52168L031, which would 
authorize construction of two temporary concrete batch plants located on the North side of 
South Airfield Drive approximately 0.4 miles East of International Parkway, Irving, Dallas County, 
Texas 75261. This application is being processed in an expedited manner, as allowed by the 
commission’s rules in 30 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 101, Subchapter J. This link to an 
electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public courtesy and not 
part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer to application. http://www.tceq.texas.
gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=32.862335&lng=-97.031982&zoom=13&type=r. The 
proposed facility will emit the following air contaminants: particulate matter including (but not 
limited to) aggregate, cement, road dust, and particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns 
or less and 2.5 microns or less.
 This application was submitted to the TCEQ on November 23, 2020. The executive director 
has completed the administrative and technical reviews of the application and determined 
that the application meets all of the requirements of a standard permit authorized by 30 TAC 
§ 116.611, which would establish the conditions under which the plant must operate. The 
executive director has made a preliminary decision to issue the registration because it meets 
all applicable rules. The application, executive director’s preliminary decision, and standard 
permit will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Dallas/Fort 
Worth regional office, and at the West Irving Library, 4444 West Rochelle Road, Irving, Dallas 
County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, 
if any exists, is available for public review at the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Office, 2309 
Gravel Drive, Fort Worth, Texas. Visit www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cbp to review the standard 
permit.
 Public Comment/Public Meeting. You may submit public comments or request 
a public meeting. See Contacts section. The TCEQ will consider all public comments in 
developing a final decision on the application. The deadline to submit public comments or 
meeting requests is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. Issues such as property 
values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdiction to consider in the 
permit process.
 The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or 
ask questions about the application. A public meeting about the application will be held if 
the executive director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the 
application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested case 
hearing. If a public meeting is held, the deadline to submit public comments is extended to the 
end of the public meeting. 
 Contested Case Hearing. You may request a contested case hearing. A contested case 
hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court. Unless a written 
request for a contested case hearing is filed within 30 days from this notice, the 
executive director may approve the application.
 A person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility is 
entitled to request a hearing. To request a hearing, a person must actually reside in a 
permanent residence within 440 yards of the proposed plant. If requesting a contested 
case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, 
an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name 
and registration number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) 
a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the application and air 
emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location 
and distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use 
the property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues 
of fact that you submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a group 
or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing must be 
identified by name and physical address. The interests which the group or association 
seeks to protect must be identified. You may submit your proposed adjustments to the 
application which would satisfy your concerns. See Contacts section.
 TCEQ Action. After the deadline for public comments, the executive director 
will consider the comments and prepare a response to all relevant and material, or 
significant public comments. The executive director’s decision on the application, and 
any response to comments, will be mailed to all persons on the mailing list. If no timely 
contested case hearing requests are received, or if all hearing requests are withdrawn, the 
executive director may issue final approval of the application. If all timely hearing requests are 
not withdrawn, the executive director will not issue final approval of the permit and will forward 
the application and requests to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled 
commission meeting. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing 
on issues the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently 
withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed 
issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material air 
quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, 
noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this 
proceeding.
 Mailing List.  You may ask to be placed on a mailing list to receive additional information on 
this specific application. See Contacts section. 
 Information Available Online. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database (CID) at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Once you have 
access to the CID using the link, enter the registration number at the top of this notice. 
 Contacts. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at www14.
tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please 
be aware that any contact information you provide, including your name, phone number, 
email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record.  For more 
information about this application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public 
Education Program toll free at 1 800 687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/
goto/pep. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.
 Further information may also be obtained from Potter Ready Mix, LLC, 2400 East Pioneer 
Drive, Irving, Texas 75061-8900 or by calling Mrs. Melissa Fitts, Vice President, Westward 
Environmental, Inc. at (830) 249-8284. 
 Notice Issuance Date: December 8, 2020 

Coppell

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. _2020-1550__

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, 
DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS, DESIGNATING REINVESTMENT ZONE NO. 
111 (VARIDESK); PROVIDING ELIGIBILITY OF THE ZONE FOR COM-
MERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL TAX ABATEMENT; CONTAINING FINDINGS 
THAT THE AREA QUALIFIES TO BE DESIGNATED AS A REINVEST-
MENT ZONE AND THE IMPROVEMENTS SOUGHT ARE FEASIBLE AND 
PRACTICABLE AND OF BENEFIT TO THE LAND AND THE CITY; PRO-
VIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A REPEAL-
ING CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF SAID 
ORDINANCE.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. _2020-1551__

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, 
TEXAS, DECLARING A MORATORIUM AGAINST ENFORCEMENT ON 
SECTIONS 6-15-3 (A), 6-15-4 AND 6-15-5 (3), (A) AND (B), (J) – (M), (4) 
AND (8), ARTICLE 16 “BUSINESS REGULATIONS” OF CHAPTER  6-15 
“TEMPORARY SIGNS” FOR A PERIOD OF TIME UNTIL JUNE 30, 2021; 
PROVIDING FOR THE CITY MANAGER OR DESIGNEE TO ADOPT REA-
SONABLE REGULATION FOR SUCH PERIOD; PROVIDING A SEVER-

ABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. _2020-1547__

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 8 ‘TRAFFIC REGU-
LATIONS’, ARTICLE 8-3 “PARKING”, SECTION 8-3-6 ‘TRUCK PARKING 
(EXCESS OF ONE AND ONE-HALF TONS), SUBSECTION B OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADD A NO TRUCK PARKING ZONE ON 
NORTHLAKE DRIVE FOR ITS ENTIRETY; PROVIDING A REPEALING 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PEN-
ALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO HUNDRED DOL-
LARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. _2020-1548__

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 15, “OTHER CODES 
ADOPTED” ARTICLE 15-11, “SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE” TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING 

POOL AND SPA CODE, 2018 EDITION; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00); PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
REPEALING CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. _2020-1549__

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 9 “GEN-
ERAL REGULATIONS”, ARTICLE 9-2 “FENCE REGULATIONS” OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO AMEND SECTION 9-2-1 DEFI-
NITIONS AND BY AMENDING BY REVISING SECTIONS 9-2-11 
THROUGH 9-2-13; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVID-
ING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

DULY PASSED by the City Council of the City of Coppell, Texas, this the 8th 
day of December 2020.

APPROVED: KAREN SELBO HUNT, MAYOR 
ATTEST: ASHLEY OWENS, CITY SECRETARY
APPROVED AS TO FORM: ROBERT E. HAGER, CITY ATTORNEY 

Irving
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BUSINESSES CLOSE
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Vegan
vegetarian & gluten 

free menus!

Visit our website to 
order online!

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com 

Open Mon-Fri
11 AM - 2 PM

By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—The Texas Air-
Hogs, a minor league baseball 
team that called a 5,445-seat 
stadium near Lone Star Park 
in Grand Prairie home, exit-
ed the American Association 
on Friday, Oct. 23. In a flash, 
the team folded, and the city 
pondered what to do with the 
facility. In mid-November, the 
Grand Prairie announced that 
another sport would take over 

Life Tributes (972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.net

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Pete Abadie Oct 14, 1923 ~ Nov 30, 2020
Wanda Ruth Abston Derr May 3, 1929 ~ Dec 13, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313 

Lazaro Zapata Dec 13, 1923 ~ Dec 10, 2020
Jeana Horwitz Feb 24, 1939 ~ Dec 11, 2020
Roger George Dec 2, 1971 ~ Dec 13, 2020

Cricket stadium to open in Grand Prairie
the venue: cricket. 

With 20 million world-
wide fans, cricket is one of the 
world’s most popular sports, 
second only to soccer, accord-
ing to World Atlas. Billions of 
people worldwide play crick-
et, including an estimated 
200,000 people stateside. 

USA Cricket and American 
Cricket Enterprises (ACE), 
the parent company of Major 
League Cricket (MLC), are col-

laborating to convert AirHogs 
stadium into an 8,000-seat 
facility which will host an MLC 
franchise beginning in 2022 at 
the latest. 

“We are very excited about 
this opportunity to bring crick-
et to Texas by converting our 
minor league baseball stadi-
um,” Grand Prairie Mayor Ron 
Jensen said in an official press 
release. “We look forward to an 
exciting future with our part-

ners.”
Local cricket aficionados like 

Orlando Baker, an Irving resi-
dent and former captain for the 
US national team, see convert-
ing the stadium as a win-win. 

“I was very happy because it’s 
a 20-minute drive from where 
I live,” Baker said. “It’s good 
for cricket, not only for Dallas, 
DFW, and Texas, but America. 
You have to give credit to those 
guys at ACE and US Cricket 
who came up with the idea to 
turn this into a cricket stadi-
um. If you’re going to spend 
that money, you have got to be 
fearless. They’re on the right 
path. I wish them good luck. 
I’m looking forward to the day 
it’s finished, and I can sit down 
and watch a game.”

In 2015, Baker retired as 
a player and has spent the 
past five years coaching in the 
Metroplex. However, his play-
ing days are not over entirely, 
as he is a player/coach with 
the Irving Mustangs of Minor 
League Cricket, who played 
their exhibition matches in 
McKinney.

“My role was to look after 
the younger players coming 
in,” Baker said. “With the ex-
perience I have, I always want 
to mentor the younger players. 
I always like to be there to let 
them walk the right road. When 
I was growing up in Jamaica, 
there were a lot of female play-
ers around who played interna-
tional or first-class. They were 
my guide. I always want to give 
back.”

In addition to his current 
role with the Mustangs, Baker 
also serves as a senior selec-

tor for the US national team, 
meaning he plays a vital role 
in selecting players who will 
represent USA Cricket on the 
international stage. 

After first immigrating to 
New York in 2001, he came 
to DFW in 2007 and was im-
mediately impressed with the 
caliber of competition and tal-
ented players in the Metroplex. 

“I know the quality of players 
that used to be here when I first 
came here, most of those guys 
are retired and have gone on 
into different avenues, wheth-
er it’s business or whatever,” 
Baker said. “Guys have moved 
to other states based on their 
work situations. They’re most-
ly Asian guys, Indian or Paki-
stani. Where you get an offer 
to work, that’s where you got 
to move to. A couple of players 

have moved on, but the talent 
is always there.”

As a USA Cricket official, 
Baker realizes that for cricket 
to reach the stratosphere in the 
US, the national team should 
eventually be a blend of players 
from cricket-crazy nations like 
India and Pakistan along with a 
sprinkling of American players 
who are equally enamored with 
the sport. 

He feels the key to that vision 
becoming reality is getting kids 
hooked on the game at a young 
age, ensuring they become life-
long fans. 

“If they could get into the 
schools, it would make it even 
greater,” Baker said. “If you 
want the American public to 
learn and understand this 
game, you’ve got to get them 
from a tender age.” 

CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE

long-term businesses are un-
certain how long they can hold 
on.

“We continue to encourage 
employers and their employ-
ees to shop local, dine locally, 
including curbside or using 
a home delivery service, and 
consider a staycation to sup-
port our local hotels that have 

been significantly impacted,” 
Bowman said.

Bowman added that The 
Partnership, managed by 
Chamber, continues to work 
with the city of Irving, Irving 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
Las Colinas Association and 
specific businesses that have 
suffered economic uncertain-
ty with ongoing resources and 
tools, as well as serving as a 
conduit of connectivity for 
those seeking relief and assis-
tance.

“One of our biggest initia-
tives was our Small Business 
Blitz in which over 40 volun-
teers from the Chamber and 
Partnership and Irving City 
Council members visited 800 
Irving-Las Colinas small busi-
nesses to thank them for their 
business being located here 
and see if there was anything 
we could do to help,” Bowman 
said. “Our goal is to personal-
ly reach 1,000 businesses this 
year with a resource box to aid 
in their businesses’ success.”

Milwaukee Joe’s Ice Cream 
and Minute Man Press did 
not qualify for grant dollars, 
because franchises were ini-
tially excluded from the city of 
Irving’s Emergency Business 
Assistance Program. 

“We were able to bring this 
to the city’s attention and to-
gether worked to a solution, 
securing aid to franchises,” 
Bowman said.

Still, for some, like Captain 
Nemo’s, it is the end of the 
line. Even getting there is an 
adventure. So many want to 
pay homage to the owner and 
his crew that parking on most 
days boils over to a grassy area 
behind the restaurant. 

“Another problem right now 
being as busy as we are, we 

can’t get enough stock,” Miller 
said. “We had to close early last 
week, because we ran out of 
steak. We sell steak.”

Miller and his wife, Lyn, 
knew they had to give up Cap-
tain Nemo’s one day, but were 
hoping it would be on their 
terms.

“It’s a sad thing, because I 
have to see us lose our con-
nection with the community 
and our employees, because 
they are family to us,” Miller 
said. “After Dec. 31 I won’t be 
the Captain anymore. I was the 
Captain for 47 years. I’ll be just 
Bill.”

for Jones, a cat lover who was 
feeling the emotional pull of 
taking the kitten home even 
though he already has three of 
them.

“The other officers think I’m 
crazy,” Jones said about his 
penchant for rescuing cats. Be-
fore heading back out on duty, 
he left a note letting the center 
know if no one took Badger, he 
felt compelled to.

“I was just so thrilled about 
the adoption,” he said. 

GPPD thought it would be a 
fun idea to drop the kitten off at 
the family’s home and surpris-

ing Daxxon. 
“Wow,” Daxxon said when 

he saw the kitten, hoisting 
it into his arms. Badger was 
soon roaming around her new 
home.

KITTEN
Continued from Page 1

Family members may 
change the cat’s name.

“I was thinking of Lolita or 
something like that,” Davila 
said. “Something cute just like 
her.”

Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer rings the bell for The Salvation Army's red kettle in front of Wal Mart with the support of 
his wife, Melanie, and Lt. Armando Acosta (rt.) Photo by Staff.

Ringing for a good cause

Carrier
Wanted
Call 972-870-1992

For Rent:  Furnished 2 bedroom, 
2 bath home near Heritage Tran-
sit Station.  $1300 plus. Smoking 
and pets are not permitted.  Appli-
cation and credit check fee.  De-
posit required.  Please send your 
name, address and phone number 
to home75060@aol.com.

House for Rent


