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City leaders officially open the Levy Event Plaza in Irving. /Photo by Ariel Graham. 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving–For many years, city of 
Irving officials have envisioned 
a multipurpose green space 
in the Urban Center, a spot 
the area Parks and Recreation 
Department’s events could call 
home and a venue residents 
would enjoy. 

By Kenneth Perkins
Irving–Now in its 26th year, 
Serving Irving, a program 
offered by Oak View Baptist 
Church on Story Road, hums 

Levy Event Plaza becomes boon for city
With the opening of Levy 

Event Plaza at 501 E. Las Co-
linas Boulevard, along Lake 
Carolyn, on Dec. 17, that vision 
became reality. 

The area, which was pur-
chased by the city in June 
2018 and cost $2.8 million to 
develop, will serve as the per-

manent home for events such 
as Laughs by the Lake and the 
city’s Fourth of July Fireworks 
show. 

“You’re seeing the future 
here of so much joy and hap-
piness and respect to the cit-
izens of Irving,” Walter Levy, 
co-president and CEO of Ir-

ving-based NCH Corporation, 
said. “There are very few places 
I think in the world where you 
will get a park and a lake in the 
center of the city. I would like to 
commend the mayor, the city 
manager, the head of the parks 
and the parks committee, and 
the city council for pulling all of 

this together.”
A concrete walkway tra-

verses the entire six-acre site, 
which includes spaces for ven-
dor tents, food trucks, and a 
stage.

Other amenities include pe-
destrian lighting, benches, pic-
nic tables, drinking fountains, 
and charging stations for mo-
bile devices to make the plaza 
welcoming and highly conve-
nient for its patrons 

Levy and his family appre-
ciate the opportunity to help 
this project come to fruition 
through their support. 

“You have brought memo-
ries here; there will be plenty of 
memories,” Levy said. “There 
will be pictures of people hav-
ing weddings here. There will 

be pictures of people getting 
engaged. There will be young 
families bringing their chil-
dren.

“We are just honored to have 
our name associated with it. 
It’s a real honor and a privilege 
to be associated not only with 
this but with the city of Irving, 
with the citizens of Irving.”

“This is something many of 
us have envisioned for a long 
time,” Irving mayor pro tem 
David Palmer said. “Now we 
have a real spot in a central lo-
cation in the city where we can 
have large crowds. We can set 
up 11 food trucks, 63 vendors in 
the center of our city. It’s just a 
great thing. It’s one thing that 
most cities don’t have.”

Thanksgiving meals 
served despite pandemic

along like a well-oiled engine, 
even in the midst of a pandemic.

By 5 a.m. on Thanksgiv-
ing morning, a crew from the 
church was busy putting to-
gether sandwich baskets for 
the homeless. By 7:30 a.m., the 
second wave arrived to assist 
and finish up. By 9 a.m., dozens 
of volunteers were filling their 
vehicles with food baskets to 
distribute to hundreds of fam-
ilies and individuals. 

By 10 a.m., families that 
signed up to receive the din-
ner basket, a five-pound ham, 
stuffing, canned goods, mac 
and cheese, rolls and home-
made cookies, arrived at the 
church for pick up. From 11 
a.m. until around noon, volun-

teers made sure every basket 
found a home.

“We don’t want them com-
ing back here,” senior pastor 
Jim Gerlach said. “We want 
every one of these baskets to 
go to a family who wants and 
needs it.”

Because of the threat of the 
coronavirus, this was a differ-
ent kind of Thanksgiving where 
families who usually hold large 
gatherings either did not or 
had scaled down versions of 
the holiday. 

Pastor Gerlach was not sur-
prised that food bank lead-
ers in Irving and North Texas 
reported greater demand for 
their Thanksgiving services, 
whether at shelters or with 
charity groups who normal-
ly spend the first half of their 
Thanksgiving Day making sure 
everyone has a taste of the hol-
iday.

In Texas, about 9 million 
people are said to be struggling 
with food insecurity, according 
to Feeding Texas, the coalition 
of food banks that reach over 4 
million Texans with food and 
resources to fight hunger. But 
thanks to shortages, some-
times getting food to those who 
need it is a challenge.

“All of our meat orders got 
cancelled and we had to scram-
ble around to different locations 
like Sam’s and Costco, buying 

all we could buy,” Gerlach said. 
“It took us four days to find 
what we needed. The big differ-
ence for us was not having hot 
food. For 25 years, that’s what 
we did. Now, we just can’t have 
as many hands touching it.” 
The dinners were packed in-

Staff Report
Grand Prairie—City Council-

man and Grand Prairie Deputy 
Mayor Pro Tem Jim Swafford 

City Councilman 
Jim Swafford dies 
from COVID-19

Deadly crash 
with 18-wheeler 
closes highway

Staff report
Irving–A crash involving an 
18-wheeler and two other ve-
hicles on Highway 183 left one 
person dead on Friday, Nov. 27.

The crash occurred a little 
bit after 3:45 p.m. on 183 near 
Story Road in Irving. The west-
bound lanes of 183 were shut 

down for hours as police inves-
tigated the crash through the 
late evening. 

The victim was a 57-year-old 
man who was in an SUV, ac-
cording to police. Police have 
yet to determine the cause of 
the crash.

passed away from COVID-19 
on Tuesday, Dec. 1. He was 84 
years old.

Swafford and his wife Judy 
contracted the disease in early 
October. Swafford was taken to 
Methodist Mansfield Medical 
Center where he was hospital-
ized and put on a ventilator. 
Mrs. Swafford was hospitalized 
briefly before passing away in 
her home in late October. 

Swafford had previous 
served on the City Council 
from 1977 to 1979 before be-
ing elected to represent Grand 
Prairie City Council District 
2 in 1998, a position he held 

A volunteer loads baskets filled with Thanksgiving meals into a vehecle. /
Photo by Kenneth Perkins.
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Orchestra plays free concert 
to collect food for charity
Irving–The New Philharmon-
ic Orchestra of Irving presents 
a free concert of music for 
strings and brass at the Irving 
Arts Center at 3:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 13. To attend, 
make reservations at the IAC 
box office and bring nonperish-
able food items for Irving Cares 
to Carpenter Hall. Only 160 
people will be able to attend 
this special concert.

For this concert, Dr. Sergio 
Espinosa, NPOI’s conductor 
and musical director, has cho-
sen these pieces of music for 

string orchestra: I Christian-
temi (the Chrysanthemums) 
by Giacomo Puccini (composer 
of La Boheme and other well-
known operas), and the Hol-
berg Suite, Opus 40, by Norwe-
gian composer Edvard Grieg. 
The NPOI brass section will 
perform Symphony in Brass by 
contemporary American com-
poser, Eric Ewazen.

Dr. Espinosa is an associate 
professor at the University of 
Texas at Arlington. A special-
ist in string music education, 
he has given workshops and 

presentations throughout the 
United States, Canada, China 
and Australia. He also serves as 
Senior Music Examiner for the 
International Baccalaureate 
organization in Wales, United 
Kingdom.

The New Philharmonic Or-
chestra of Irving is a commu-
nity orchestra, consisting of 
trained musicians who choose 
to continue to play their in-
struments while they serve in 
other professions: teaching, 
accounting, computer science, 
film-making and others. NPOI 

has performed for audiences 
in Irving, Euless, Dallas and 
throughout the Metroplex.  

The concert will be taped and 
rebroadcasted Dec. 20 on our 
website, www.npoirving.com. 
There are some nine sites in Ir-
ving where concert viewers can 
leave food items for the busy 
food pantry. For information, 
contact Joyce Ejtminowicz at 
972-721-9181, ext. 202, or visit 
the organization’s website, ir-
vingcares.org.

Due to Covid-19-related so-
cial-distancing requirements, 

NPOI has tailored its program-
ming for the 2020-2021 season 
to emphasize works for smaller 
orchestra, and chamber en-

sembles.
SOURCE New Philharmonic Orches-

tra of Irving

Coppell—Small Business 
Saturday is right around the 
corner, but the city of Coppell 
plans to celebrate local busi-
nesses throughout the holiday 
season. Running through Dec. 
31, residents who patron local 

Coppell kicks off 
‘Shop Coppell’

retailers and restaurants will 
be entered for a chance to win a 
gift card to a local Coppell busi-
ness. Multiple winners will be 
selected and prizes will range 
in value from $25 to the grand 
prize of $200. 

“It has always been true that 
by shopping at local businesses 
you support the community, 
but that feels more real this 
year,” said Mindi Hurley, di-
rector of community develop-
ment. “When you shop at our 
local stores, you really are im-
pacting Coppell families. The 
dollars you spend at our small 
businesses go toward putting 
food on your neighbors’ ta-
bles.” 

This holiday season, make a 
commitment to support local 
retailers, whether online, over 
the phone, through an app or 
via curbside pickup. Have fun 
while supporting Coppell busi-
nesses and restaurants in the 
following ways:

Spend $200 or more at lo-
cal businesses or restaurants 
through Dec. 31. Visit city-
forms.coppelltx.gov/Forms/
HolidayContest to submit pho-
tos of your receipts by 5 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, to be 
entered into the drawing. In 
addition to a drawing for the 
Grand Prize, a $200 gift card to 
a Coppell business, three draw-
ings will be held for $100 gift 
cards. The winners will be noti-
fied via email and/or phone to 
arrange prize pickup.   

“When you support Coppell 
businesses, you’re investing 
in the community,” Hurley 
said. “You get to meet your 
neighbors, discover interesting 
stores and purchase one-of-a-
kind items. When you shop lo-
cally, you help ensure that our 
economy remains strong and 
our workforce thrives.” 

SOURCE City of Coppell

Vegan
vegetarian & gluten 

free menus!

Visit our website to 
order online!

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com 

Open Mon-Fri
11 AM - 2 PM
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skills, combined with a ser-
vant’s heart to help others. 
The City Council counted on 
his input, wisdom and bless-
ing of the very intricate and 
complex nature of city gov-
ernment finances. This virus 
has taken two close friends 
from us. Jim and Judy will 
be greatly missed.”

Swafford was President 
and CEO of Nations Bank/
Bank of America before re-
tiring in 1996. He was also 
Vice President and Finance 
Chairman of the Grand 

Prairie Sports Facilities Devel-
opment Corporation as well 
as Chairman of the City Coun-
cil’s Finance and Government 
Committee. Prior to being 
elected to City Council, he had 
previously served on the city’s 
Housing Finance Corporation, 
and TIF Districts 1 (Chairman), 
2 and 3.

“Jim was on the top of his 
game when it came to the bud-
get and finances, and one of my 
great friends,” city manager 
Tom Hart said. “This world is 

a little darker today. Jim was 
direct and funny, competitive 
and compassionate, honest 
and stalwart. He was the only 
person still on City Council 
who hired me in 1999. I’ll miss 
his personal and professional 
support, conversations, golf 
advice, humor and thoughtful-
ness.”

through 2020. Swafford was 
also named Mayor Pro Tem five 
times by the City Council.

“This is a devastating loss 
for the city, both as a govern-
ment and as a community,” 
Mayor Ron Jensen said. “Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
his family as they cope with the 
loss of both parents.  

“I’ve known Jim more than 
40 years and have lost a dear 
friend and confidant. Jim was a 
force of nature, with a sharp an-
alytical mind, a memory for de-
tails, objective decision-making 
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Keeping Busy 
This Winter
Winter is fast approaching, 

but at least we’re no longer 
getting those constant elec-
tion phone calls, and the end-
less calls about signing up for 
a Medicare Advantage Plan 
have ceased. The one thing 
that hasn’t gone away is the 
coronavirus, and our lives are 
nowhere back to normal. After 
we’ve baked yet another loaf 
of pandemic bread and can log 
on to a Zoom neighborhood 
chat with our eyes closed, it’s 
time to look for other things to 
do.

Here are some of the things 
I’m checking into to stay busy 
(and indoors) this winter:

-- Becoming a remote read-
ing tutor for a child. This would 
be done via the school’s chat 
program, so there’s no risk of 
transmission of the virus. A 
school aide will send me links 
to copied pages of books that 
my assigned child is learning to 
read, and we’ll hook up while 
he or she is at school. 

-- Growing plants with grow 
lights. I’ve arranged shelving 
in a spare room with space for 
plenty of plants, both house-
plants and herbs. The plan 
is to have a mixture of small 
houseplants such as pothos 
and spider plant, and give them 
as gifts to neighbors once they 
are big enough to divide. With 
fingers crossed, I’m also going 
to try growing English ivy and 
asparagus fern from seed.

-- Experimenting with pot-
tery. I’ve been curious about 
air-dry pottery, so I’ve ordered 
10 pounds of white modeling 
clay and a smaller package of 
terra cotta. The reviews say it’s 
good for sculpting and doesn’t 
require a kiln or baking in the 
oven. If it works, I’m thinking of 
creating jewelry and painting 
them with acrylics or trying to 
produce miniatures of famous 
sculptures from museum web-
sites. (Rodin’s “The Thinker” 
seems appropriate right about 
now.)

These projects should keep 
me busy over the winter. How 
about you?

FUN & GAMES

Washington,  D.C.–The 
American Health Care Asso-
ciation and National Center 
for Assisted Living (AHCA/
NCAL), representing more 
than 14,000 nursing homes 
and assisted living commu-
nities across the country that 
provide care to approximately 
five million people each year, 
released an updated report 
showing nursing homes in the 
U.S. have now experienced the 
worst outbreak of weekly new 
cases since last spring due to the 
community spread among the 
general population, surpassing 
previous peaks since the Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) started track-
ing cases in nursing homes. 
Recent data released by Johns 
Hopkins University and the 
Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services (CMS) show that 
with the recent spike in new 
COVID cases in the general 
U.S. population, weekly nursing 
home cases are also on the rise. 
According to Johns Hopkins 
University, weekly new COVID 
cases in the general U.S. pop-
ulation rose by 330 percent to 
1,043,040 new cases the week 
of November 15. A correlating 
uptick in new cases in nursing 
homes occurred when cases in 
the surrounding community 
started rising back in mid-Sep-
tember.

As experts have repeated-
ly noted, COVID-19 cases in a 
surrounding community is a 
top factor in outbreaks in nurs-
ing homes. 

“Trying to protect nursing 
home residents without con-
trolling community spread is 
a losing battle.” University of 
Chicago’s Tamara Konetzka 
said.

“The strongest predictor of 
whether or not we’ll see cas-
es in [a particular setting] 
is community spread,” Dr. 
David Grabowski, professor 
of Health Care Policy, Har-
vard Medical School, said. 
“Our worst fears have come 
true as COVID runs rampant 
among the general population, 
and long term care facilities 
are powerless to fully prevent 
it from entering due to its as-
ymptomatic and pre-symp-
tomatic spread,” Mark Par-
kinson, president and CEO 
of AHCA/NCAL, said. “Our 
health care heroes are doing 
everything they can to prevent 
it from spreading further, but 
this level of COVID nation-
wide puts serious strain on 
our workforce, supplies, and 
testing capacity. Given the fact 
that our elderly population is 
the most vulnerable and the 
rising level of COVID across 
the U.S. shows no signs of 
stopping, it is paramount that 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
provide the highest priority for 
the vaccine distribution to long 
term care residents and staff.” 
During the week of Nov. 15, 
nearly half (49 percent) of new 
COVID cases in nursing homes 
were from Midwest states with 
major spikes in community 
spread in the upper parts of 
the region. As a result, the Mid-
west region saw more than a 
400 percent increase in weekly 
COVID cases in nursing homes 
since mid-September.

After seven weeks of declin-
ing cases in nursing homes 
through mid-September, 
nursing home cases began to 
increase as nearly all 50 states 
started to see significant rising 
levels of COVID cases. New 
weekly cases in nursing homes 
grew by more than 177 percent 
nationwide between mid-Sep-
tember and the week of Nov. 
15.

The report also showed 
COVID-related deaths in nurs-
ing homes are starting to rise, 
crossing more than 2,000 res-
idents lost the week of Nov. 
15, the first time since early 
June. Nursing home residents 
are typically older adults with 
multiple chronic conditions, 
making them most vulnerable 
to COVID-19. Residents of long 
term care facilities account 
for only seven percent of the 
nation’s cases, yet 40 percent 
of its deaths. While mortali-
ty rates decreased compared 
to the spring due to a better 
understanding of the virus, 
better treatments, and govern-
ment resources to help reduce 
spread, as industry leaders 
predicted, the rising number 
of new COVID cases in facili-
ties are resulting an increasing 
number of deaths.

“With millions of Amer-
icans failing to heed advice 
from public health experts and 
traveling during Thanksgiving, 
we are extremely concerned 
that this situation will only 
get much worse,” Parkinson 
said. “At this point, long term 
care facilities desperately need 
public health officials at every 
level to take emergency steps 
to get control of the commu-

Nursing homes see spike 
in new COVID cases

Austin—Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar announced he 
recently completed the transfer 
of $2.27 billion into the State 
Highway Fund (SHF) and the 
Economic Stabilization Fund 
(ESF; commonly known as the 
“Rainy Day Fund”). Each fund 
received more than $1.13 bil-
lion, or 50 percent of the total 
transfer. 

The economic contraction 
associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic and recent volatility 
in oil prices contributed to the 
transfer amounts being low-
er than the $1.66 billion each 
fund received in fiscal 2020.

“The Rainy Day Fund and 
the State Highway Fund are 
critical pieces to ensure Texas’ 
continued economic strength,” 
Hegar said. “The State High-

Comptroller transfers 
money to state funds

way Fund is a key funding 
source for the transportation 
infrastructure that is funda-
mental to our economy, and 
the importance of maintain-
ing a healthy Rainy Day Fund 
to help weather unforeseen 
economic downturns has nev-
er been more clear than it has 
been in recent months.”

The transfer amounts are 
based on crude oil and natural 
gas production tax revenues in 
excess of 1987 collections. If 
either tax generates more rev-
enue than the 1987 threshold, 
an amount equal to 75 percent 
of the excess is transferred.

In November 2014, vot-
ers approved a constitutional 
amendment allocating at least 
half of these severance taxes 
to the ESF, with the remain-

der going to the SHF for use on 
non-toll highway construction, 
maintenance and right-of-way 
acquisition.

According to the Texas Con-
stitution, the ESF transfer must 
occur within 90 days after the 
end of the fiscal year. When fis-
cal 2020 ended on Aug. 31, the 
ESF balance was $10 billion.

With this most recent trans-
fer, the new balance will be 
about $10.7 billion, not ac-
counting for currently out-
standing spending authority 
of approximately $1.86 billion. 
The balance in the ESF will 
change as agencies spend 
down this remaining appropri-
ation authority and investment 
earnings are realized.

SOURCE Office of the Texas Comp-
troller

Phoenix—University of Phoenix 
and Dallas College announced 
an agreement that will allow 
graduates of Dallas College to 
easily transfer their credits to 
University of Phoenix toward 
earning a bachelor’s degree. 
Enrolling in the 3+1 transfer 
program will allow students 
to save on the cost of their 
education by spending three 
years completing general course 
requirements at Dallas College 
with a final year at University 
of Phoenix to earn a Bachelor’s 
degree in Management, Infor-
mation Technology, Health 
Management or Nursing.

“We are excited to align with 
Dallas College to help address 
needs in popular industries as 
IT and healthcare,” Univer-
sity of Phoenix provost John 
Woods said. “The ultimate goal 

U. Phoenix, Dallas College 
offers credit transfers

is to help prepare students for 
rewarding careers by getting 
them started on the right foot. 
This agreement is a pathway 
that will help students save 
money, while still completing 
their bachelor’s degree in four 
years. Eligible students need to 
complete just 11 classes to fin-
ish their bachelor’s degree and 
can graduate in as little as 14 
months, when transferring 87 
credits to University of Phoe-
nix.” 

“Dallas College and Univer-
sity of Phoenix aim to provide 
students with an opportunity 
to earn their bachelor’s de-
gree in an affordable manner,” 
Dr. Shawnda Floyd, provost 
of Dallas College, said. “Both 
institutions are committed to 
offering students an econom-

ical path for their educational 
journey.”

The agreement applies to all 
seven campuses of Dallas Col-
lege. Students can transfer up 
to 87 credits towards a bach-
elor’s degree. If all 87 credits 
are transferred, students will 
only need to complete 33 cred-
its to graduate. University of 
Phoenix offers undergraduate 
students one course at a time 
in five-week increments with 
new courses starting month-
ly. Additionally, University of 
Phoenix will waive all fees and 
tuition for the first course and 
provides a special Associate 
Degree Transfer tuition rate for 
all remaining courses, which 
is a savings of $144.00 per 
course. 

SOURCE University of Phoenix

See NURSING HOMES
Page 6
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ANSWER KEYS

1. TELEVISION: What kind 
of pet did Robert Blake have 
on the 1970s series “Baretta”?

2. MOVIES: Which 2002 
movie tagline was, “With great 
power comes great responsi-
bility”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
Balkan nation’s capital is So-
phia?

4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What day of the week 
did the ancient Romans refer 
to as “dies Saturni”? 

5. LANGUAGE: What is the 
word that stands for “N” in the 
NATO phonetic alphabet?

6. U.S. STATES: Which 
state features a body of water 
named Lake Lanier?

7. HISTORY: When did 
World War II begin?

8. MEDICINE: What is tre-
panning?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How 
many days did William Henry 
Harrison serve as president of 
the United States?

10. ANATOMY: What is 
the largest part of the human 
brain?

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

of the reach of pets.

* Use last year’s Christmas 
cards as gift tags on this year’s 
gifts: Just cut out great-looking 
images and write your own to 
and from on the back.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlan-
do, FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

a half-cup of oil to the mix. Mix 
and shape, then bake at 350 F 
for 10 minutes. They are really 
good, and you can get pretty 
creative.

* Inexpensive gift idea: A 
cute holiday coffee mug with 
a bar of chocolate, a packet of 
hot cocoa or instant coffee, a 
peppermint stick and a deco-
rative holiday craft pick. Place 
inside a gallon-size zipper-top 
bag, tie with a ribbon, then trim 
off the zipper-top, leaving just 
the plastic. Looks nice.

* When holiday cookie time 
comes, I keep a plastic pitcher 
of hot water in the sink. I toss 
cookie cutters into it when I’m 
finished with them, so the cor-
ners are soaking. They really 
seem to only need a rinse and 
a quick brush-off afterward. 
Mine don’t get caked up with 
dough. -Ð JoAnn

* Dogs and chocolate just 
don’t mix, so keep those hol-
iday plates full of delicious 
chocolate morsels up and out 

* Adult mayflies have no 
functional mouth. Because of 
this, they die of malnutrition. 
This is an evolutionary occur-
rence that happens so aging 
mayflies don’t pass on genetic 
defects to the next generation.

* Steven Spielberg, who 
executive-produced the film 
“Gremlins,” requested the ef-
fects team make Gizmo’s fur 
orange and white to match his 
beagle, Chauncey.

* If you do a Google search 
on the word “askew,” the result-
ing content will tilt slightly to the 
right.

* St. Lucia is the only coun-
try in the world named after a 
woman. Originally called the 
Island of the Iguanas by early 
Carib settlers, the name was 
later changed after French 
seamen were shipwrecked 
there on Dec. 13, the feast day 
of St. Lucy.

* The color of Facebook is 
blue because Mark Zuckerberg 
is red-green colorblind.

* Ever noticed how some 
mass-produced ballpoint pens, 
such as the Bic Cristal, have 
a hole in the cap? No? Well, 
in case you someday do, now 
you’ll know why -- it’s not just to 
prevent leaks, but choking as 
well. Lots of folks like to chew 
on pen lids, and in the event 
they accidentally swallow the 
cap, the hole ensures it won’t 
completely block their airway.

* After an 8.0 magnitude 
earthquake hit Mexico City 

in 1985, nearly all newborn 
babies survived a collapsed 
hospital for seven days without 
nourishment, water, warmth or 
human contact.

* Major League Baseball 
umpires are required to wear 
black underwear while on 
the job in case they split their 
pants.

Afraid to go into a doctor’s 
office right now because of 
COVID? You’re not the only 
one. Or maybe the nearest fa-
cility is far away, or transporta-
tion is a problem. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs knows 
this and is stepping up efforts 
to keep us connected to our 
health care team.

The VA has reopened five 
telehealth access points after 
being closed down since April 
due to the COVID outbreak. 
The Accessing Telehealth 
through Local Area Stations 
sites are part of a program to 
bring health care to veterans 
in rural areas or places with-
out good internet access, the 
Anywhere to Anywhere initia-
tive. ATLAS offers services that 
don’t require hands-on exams: 
social work, nutrition, clini-
cal pharmacy, primary care, 
mental-health counseling and 
more. 

The locations now reopened 
are at Walmarts in Keokuk, 

VA Expands 
Video Health 
Care Access

Iowa; Howell, Michigan; Ashe-
boro, North Carolina; Boone, 
North Carolina and Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin. In addition 
to Walmarts, the VA has col-
laborated with Philips North 
America (think: small applianc-
es such as razors and soup 
makers), the American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
What these locations offer is 
a private room and encrypted 
video broadband connection 
access for meeting with VA 
providers, two very valuable 
services. The VA had over 
294,000 video appointments 
last year.

When you go to an appoint-
ment at one of those locations, 
an attendant will check you in 
and help solve any video tech-
nical issues, and then leave. 
They’re not VA employees, 
but they are trained to get you 
hooked up.

To learn more about ATLAS 
and see the full list of locations, 
go online to VA’s Office of Con-
nected Care at connectedcare.
va.gov/partners/atlas. You’ll 
find the town and state, ad-
dress, telephone, hours of ap-
pointments and the associated 
medical center. There’s also a 
list of future locations.

If you’re not able to stay at 
home for a health care video 
conference, these ATLAS sites 
are the next best thing.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

* Looking for a great cause 
for gifting this year? Go to 
www.charitynavigator.org to 
find out more about how your 
prospective charities rank in ar-
eas like CEO pay, money spent 
on fundraising, etc.

* Need a quick batch of cook-
ies? Keep a box of cake mix 
on hand. Instead of the listed 
ingredients, add two eggs and 

TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. A cockatoo named 
Fred

2. “Spider-Man”
3. Bulgaria
4. Saturday (Saturn’s 

Day)
5. November
6. Georgia
7. Sept. 1, 1939
8. Making holes in the 

skull to relieve pressure
9. 32
10. Cerebrum
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Beginning today, treat everyone you meet as if they were 
going to be dead by midnight. Extend to them all the care, 
kindness and understanding you can muster, and do it with 
no thought of any reward. Your life will never be the same 
again.” -- Og Mandino(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Thought for the Day

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

NOTICE OF RUNOFF ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCIÓN DESEMPATE)

To the registered voters of the City of Coppell, Texas: 
Aviso dirigido a los votantes registrados de la ciudad de Coppell, en Texas:

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. on December 8, 2020 for voting in the runoff 
election to elect:
Por el presente anuncio, se comunica que los lugares de votación indicados a continuación estarán abiertos desde las 
7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m., el día martes 8 de diciembre de 2020, con la finalidad de votar en la elección desempate 
en donde se elegirá:

City Council Place 5
Consejo de la ciudad para el Lugar 5

 
LOCATION(S) OF POLLING PLACES:
(DIRECCION(ES) DE LAS CASILLAS ELECTORALES):

 Dallas County Main Polling Place:  Denton County Main Polling Place:
 George L Allen Sr. Courts Bldg. (Main Lobby)  Denton County Elections Administration
 600 Commerce St.     701 Kimberly Dr.
 Dallas, TX 75202     Denton, TX 76208

 Coppell Town Center (Atrium)     
 255 E. Parkway Blvd.      
 Coppell, TX 75019       

 Denton County Precinct 3022 & 3023:
 Villas of Vista Ridge and Coppell Greens Subdivisions

 Flower Mound Community Activity Center
 1200 Gerault Road
 Chill Zone
 Flower Mound, TX 75028

For DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS, EARLY VOTING BY PERSONAL APPEARANCE will be conducted at the main early 
voting polling place and all other locations as designated by the Dallas County Elections Administrator and in Coppell at the following early voting 
location as follows: 
Los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DALLAS QUE DESEEN REALIZAR LA VOTACIÓN EN FORMA ANTICIPADA Y EN PERSONA deberán 
hacerlo en el lugar principal de votación anticipada y en todos los demás lugares designados por el administrador de elecciones del Condado de 
Dallas y en el caso de Coppell, en los siguientes lugares de votación anticipada:

Coppell Town Center       
255 E. Parkway Blvd.       
Coppell, TX 75019

Early voting hours shall include:
Los horarios para votación anticipa son los siguientes:
November 23-25, 2020  
23 a 25 de noviembre de 2020 

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 26-27, 2020
26 a 27 de noviembre de 2020

Thursday – Friday
jueves a viernes

NO VOTING DUE TO THANKS-
GIVING

November 28, 2020  
28 de noviembre de 2020

Saturday 
sábado

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 29, 2020  
29 de noviembre de 2020 

Sunday 
domingo

1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

November 30-December 2, 2020  
30 de noviembre al 2 de diciembre de 2020

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

December 3-4, 2020  
3 a 4 de diciembre de 2020 

Thursday - Friday  
jueves a viernes

7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

 
For DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS, APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOT BY MAIL shall be mailed to the following no later than 
close of business on Friday, November 27, 2020: 
Las SOLICITUDES DE BOLETAS PARA VOTAR POR CORREO de los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DALLAS deberán enviarse por correo 
a la siguiente dirección, a más tardar, el 27 de noviembre de 2020, antes de que finalice el día hábil: 

Early Voting Clerk Toni Pippins-Poole
1520 Round Table Drive

Dallas, Texas 75247
Fax: (214) 819-6303

For DENTON COUNTY RESIDENTS, EARLY VOTING BY PERSONAL APPEARANCE will be conducted at the main early 
voting polling place and all other locations as designated by the Denton County Elections Administrator: 

Los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DENTON QUE DESEEN REALIZAR LA VOTACIÓN EN FORMA ANTICIPADA Y EN PERSONA deberán 
hacerlo en el lugar principal de votación anticipada y en todos los demás lugares designados por el administrador de elecciones del Condado de 
Denton:

Flower Mound Community Activity Center
1200 Gerault Road

Chill Zone
Flower Mound, TX 75028

 
Early voting hours shall include: 
Los horarios para votación anticipa son los siguientes:
November 23-25, 2020  
23 a 25 de noviembre de 2020 

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 26-27, 2020
26 a 27 de noviembre de 2020

Thursday – Friday
jueves a viernes

NO VOTING DUE TO THANKS-
GIVING

November 28, 2020  
28 de noviembre de 2020

Saturday 
sábado

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

November 30-December 2, 2020  
30 de noviembre al 2 de diciembre de 2020

Monday - Wednesday  
lunes a miércoles

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

December 3-4, 2020  
3 a 4 de diciembre de 2020 

Thursday - Friday  
jueves a viernes

7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

 
For DENTON COUNTY RESIDENTS, APPLICATIONS FOR BALLOT BY MAIL shall be mailed to the following no later than 
close of business on Wednesday, November 25, 2020: 
Las SOLICITUDES DE BOLETAS PARA VOTAR POR CORREO de los RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE DENTON deberán enviarse por 
correo a la siguiente dirección, a más tardar, el 25 de noviembre de 2020 antes de que finalice el día hábil:
 

Early Voting Clerk 
Frank Phillips 

P.O. Box 1720 Denton, Texas 76202 
elections@dentoncounty.com

FOR RENT

For Rent:  Furnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath home near Heritage Transit Sta-
tion.  $1300 plus. Smoking and pets are not permitted.  Application and 
credit check fee.  Deposit required.  Please send your name, address 
and phone number to home75060@aol.com.

Application Developer: Dev/maintain MS SQL server queries, stored 
procedures for BI. Job based Frisco, TX. Travel/relocation to various 
unanticipated locs throughout US. Caelius Consulting, 8501 Wade Blvd. 
St. 250, Frisco, TX 75034; immigration@caeliusconsulting.com. 

DEATH NOTICES

Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

Michael Gary French Sept 20, 1952 ~ Nov 11, 2020
Bryan Carpenter Apr 24, 1972 ~ Nov 24, 2020
David W. Herman, Sr.  July 4, 1932 ~ Nov 29, 2020
Rebecca S. Plankenhorn  June 24, 1949 ~ Nov 29, 2020

Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313 

Marcus Alexander Hernandez Aug 5, 2006 ~ Nov 6, 2020
Haisley Lenee Alcorn Sept 18, 2020 ~ Nov 21, 2020
Anthony “Tony” Espinosa, Jr July 10, 1940 ~ Nov 22, 2020
Lecil Andre Moore Aug 28, 1939 ~ Nov 24, 2020
Joshua Hodapp Mar 10. 1977 ~ Nov 25, 2020
Rebecca “Becky” Nelson Dec 31, 1954 ~ Nov 26, 2020
James M. Bone Aug 30, 1940 ~ Nov 27, 2020
John L. Ward Nov 4, 1931 ~ Nov 27, 2020
Clyde N.  DeLoach Feb 22, 1936 ~ Nov 29, 2020
Carol Tanel Aug 27, 1934 ~ Nov 1, 2020

CLYDE NOEL DELOACH

Clyde Noel DeLoach, 84, 
resident of Irving, TX, for for-
ty-one years, peacefully passed 
from the land of the dying to the 
land of the living on Sunday, 
November 28, 2020 at the Car-
rollton Regional Medical Cen-
ter’s Vitas Hospice Unit. The 
combination of Alzheimer’s, 
pneumonia, and Covid 19 sim-
ply overwhelmed his body, and 
now he is healed and rejoicing 
in heaven in the presence of the 
Lord! Clyde chose to trust and 
follow Jesus Christ at the age 
of fourteen, so he lived his life 
secure in the love and promises 
of God.

Clyde is preceded in death 
by his parents, Bernard and 
Blanche DeLoach, and his 
sister, Janet DeLoach Kick-
er, and her husband, John E. 
Kicker. Left to cherish Clyde’s 
memory is his wife of fifty-four 
years, Beca DeLoach; sons, 
Gordon Clyde DeLoach and 
his wife Kristin, and Collins 
Noel DeLoach and his wife 
Holly; grandchildren Julia 
Frandsen-DeLoach, Zachary 
DeLoach, and Casey DeLoach; 
brother Bernard Collins De-
Loach, Jr. and his wife Annie 
Ruth; and, several cousins, 
nieces and nephews.  

Clyde was born in 1936 to 
Bernard Collins DeLoach and 
Ada Blanche Moore DeLoach 
in Birmingham, AL. He attend-
ed Jones Valley High School, 
Auburn University, and grad-
uated from the University of 
Alabama in 1958. He earned 
his MBA degree from the Uni-
versity of Dallas in 1983. Clyde 
served in the Army Reserves 
and was called up to active duty 
during the Berlin Crisis in 1961. 
Clyde met and married Beca 
Bruening in 1966 in Shreve-
port, LA. He worked for West-
inghouse Corporation over 
twenty years in Shreveport, LA, 
St. Louis, MO, Columbus, OH, 
and Pittsburgh, PA.  In 1978 
he started working for Curtis 
Mathes Corporation in Athens, 
TX, and later owned and oper-
ated Curtis Mathes and Rent 
City stores in the DFW area. 

In the Army, Clyde was part 
of an entertainment corps that 
traveled to Army bases to en-
tertain the troops. When trans-
ferring to different cities with 
Westinghouse Corporation, 
Clyde served several churches 
as a bi-vocational Minister of 
Music. As a young man, Clyde 
was a member of Toastmas-
ters International and held 
positions of leadership.  When 
Clyde and Beca arrived in Ir-
ving in 1979, they joined a 
thriving community and began 
a lifetime of community service 
and involvement. Clyde was a 
member of the Las Colinas Ro-
tary Club Clyde and became the 
Charter President of the Grand 
Prairie Metro Rotary Club. He 
served on the TIF board of the 
City of Irving. Other positions 
of leadership were Chairman of 

the Irving Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce, President of 
the Irving Schools Foundation, 
President of the Plymouth Park 
Merchant’s Association, Pres-
ident of Texas Association of 
Rental Agents, President of the 
Hospital District South Neigh-
borhood Association, and 
Board member of the Great 
Flag Caper. Clyde and Beca 
received Irving’s High-Spirited 
Citizens’ Award in 1993.

His relationship to the Lord 
was very important throughout 
Clyde’s life! He served as Min-
ister of Music at Hilltop Drive 
Baptist Church from 1979 to 
1989. He was a Deacon and 
choir member at MacArthur 
Boulevard Baptist Church 
where he also served on vari-
ous committees. He had many 
precious friends in a men’s 
prayer breakfast at Baylor SW 
Hospital every Friday morning. 
Clyde enjoyed singing with the 
Singing Men of Texas for many 
years.  

Running was Clyde’s favorite 
hobby! He ran races all over 
the country and considered 
his running buddies some of 
his best friends. Clyde helped 
to start the annual Las Coli-
nas Rotary Club’s Christmas 
Classic Race. He also helped to 
start the Grand Prairie Metro 
Rotary Club’s annual Pumpkin 
Run at Lake Joe Pool. He held 
some running records in Texas 
and in DFW. He considered his 
2 hour 37 minute finish at the 
26.2 mile Boston Marathon in 
1979 his personal best.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Crisis Minis-
tries of Irving, Global Missions 
at MacArthur Blvd. Baptist 
Church, Gideons International, 
and the Great Flag Caper.

Special thanks go to the 
staff of MacArthur Hills Se-
nior Living where Clyde has 
lived the past year in Memory 
Care. Covid 19 lockdowns have 
caused isolation and loneli-
ness in many long term care 
facilities. As a family we were 
unable to be close to Clyde for 
over seven months. Fortunate-
ly in his last days we were able 
to spend time with him. Pray 
for the many loved ones who 
are separated during this pan-
demic.

Arrangements are being 
handled by Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home. (https://www.
donnellyscolonial.com).
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MEALS
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side wicker baskets sealed in plastic. 
Stephanie Addington, her two sons and 

a daughter in tow, loaded their Toyota 
Sienna minivan to the brim with baskets 
on their way to the Park Grove Village 
apartments on Shady Grove. They had so 
many baskets, volunteers Lynn Thomas 
and Bob Harper helped them by placing a 
number of the baskets in their car as well.

“We always come here and do this,” 
Addington said. “Even though it’s differ-
ent this year, we actually felt we needed 
to do it even more. It’s just about being a 
part of the church and serving the com-
munity to make sure people who don’t 
have food have it.”

Gerlach said the church distributed 
nearly 6,000 fliers about the food give-
away with the expectation of a 10 percent 
returned reservations. From there, it was 
a matter of bookkeeping to keep track of 
who signed up and where they live. 

“It’s a huge blessing to be able to do this 
and bless others,” Gerlach said. “We’ve 
had people doing this with us every year 
since their kids were, like two. It’s a tra-
dition, but we never lose sight of exactly 
why we’re doing it. It’s not about us.”

In another part of the church, minister 
of missions Roy Soto led a group packing 
250 Subway sandwiches, chips and cook-
ies to hand out to the homeless. 

“We know the areas where the [people 
in need] are,” Soto said. “We go to down-
town Irving, at the motels where they are. 
We go under the bridges at I-35, then we 
go to the north side of Irving near Home 
Depot, and the North Dallas area. We talk 
to people about Jesus loving them and 
this is how Jesus loves them.”

Bruce Goldberg does not attend Oak 
View but returns each year to help Soto 
track down the homeless population. He 
relies on police and fire department offi-
cials to point the way to where homeless 
might be.

“They congregate under certain bridges 
and behind particular buildings,” Gold-
berg said. “But with the pandemic, there’s 
a different kind of homeless out there 
now. People who were working jobs last 
year and lost them because of the virus. 
These are people living with other people 
in their homes and even some people who 
have taken up residence in abandoned 
buildings.”

Often Goldberg meets up with two oth-
er gentlemen who help him on his routes; 
one, in fact, was homeless when they met 
one Thanksgiving morning 12 years ago.

“I served him and he was so grateful 
he wants to serve others now,” Goldberg 
said. “It’s great when people you serve 
come back and want to serve others. 
That’s a great circle of life.”

NURSING HOMES
Continued from Page 3

nity spread and ensure our facilities have 
the resources they need, as well as for the 
CDC to make our residents and caregiv-
ers the top priority in distributing the vac-
cine in order to save thousands of lives.” 
With record new COVID cases across the 
country, Parkinson said Congress must 
also prioritize frontline health care work-
ers and long term care residents during 
the lame duck session. Last week AHCA/
NCAL released a list of actions that Con-
gress should urgently take to help nurs-
ing homes and assisted living communi-
ties respond to the uptick in new cases. 
Most of the $175 billion Provider Relief 
Fund provided by the CARES Act back 
in April has already been distributed and 
Parkinson said health care providers, 
including long term care facilities, will 

need additional funds to continue the 
response to the COVID pandemic. The 
financial aid is crucial in helping long 
term care facilities acquire personal pro-
tective equipment, conduct regular test-
ing, and hire additional staff or reward 
current caregivers for their heroic efforts. 
“Congress must fulfill its duty,” Parkin-
son said. “Without adequate funding and 
resources, the U.S. is repeating the same 
mistakes made during the initial outbreak 
last spring and the major spike over the 
summer. We need Congress to prioritize 
our vulnerable seniors and their caregiv-
ers in long term care facilities, by passing 
another COVID relief package during the 
lame duck session on Congress.”

SOURCE The American Health Care Association 
and National Center for Assisted Living 

Baskets filled with holday meals await delivery 
outside of church. /Photo by Kenneth Perkins.


