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By Stacey Doud
Dallas—The State Fair of Texas 
has been a Dallas staple since 
1905 with roots as far back as 
1886. The fair attracts folks 
from all over the country to 
enjoy shows, music, shopping, 
and food.

Many local artisans entered 
the fair’s Creative Arts contest, 
and some won a first, second, 
third or an honorable mention 
ribbon.

Sharon Alexander Gunnels 
of Coppell won second place 
for her large pieced quilt and 
an honorable mention for a 
machine-quilted wall hang-
ing. The first time she entered 
the competition was in 2020, 
when she won first place and 
Best of Show for a large pieced 
quilt entry.

“I have always admired the 
quilts that were entered,” Gun-
nels said. “Last year, a friend 
challenged me to do it.

“It usually takes me 3-5 
months to choose fabrics, cut 

By Arden Terry
Grand Prairie—To celebrate 
Halloween, Loyd Park in Grand 
Prairie is hosting their annual 
Forest of Fear. The event take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 16 and 
Oct. 23, and the Forest of Fear 
will also be open on the Friday 
nights before as well. 

Campers at the Forest of 
Fear decorate their sections of 
the campsite, then guests drive 
through to look at the deco-
rations. Some of the campers 
even dress up as monsters and 
jump out to scare visitors, and 
some people will be passing out 
candy to cars.

“[The Forest of Fear] has 
been going on for about 20 
years,” Paul Brown, senior su-
perintendent for Lake Parks 
for the city of Grand Prairie, 
said. “It has been an amazing 
transformation into a haunted 
drive through a haunted park. 
Forest of Fear is traditionally 
on Saturday nights from 6 to 
10 basically. The campers who 
are coming in to decorate start 

By Stacey Doud
Coppell—The city of Coppell 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment hosted its annual Kalei-
doscope Celebration in Andrew 
Brown Park East on Saturday, 
Oct. 16. This year’s theme was 
‘Celebrating My Culture,’ an 
observance of the different 
cultures that make up the pop-
ulation of Coppell.

The event featured musi-
cal and dance performances 
from local organizations, arts 
and crafts, shopping, and food 
trucks.

Korean American youth 
dancers, drummers and Tai 
Kwon Do students; Hispanic 
Ballet Folklorico; Indian Bolly-
wood dance; Polynesian Hula 
Dancers; and the Dallas Black 
Dance Theater performed 

Artists win honors at 
State Fair of Texas

Campers put scare
in Forest of Fear

the pieces, sew them together 
and quilt it. Sometimes it will 
take longer if I have to look for 
just the right fabric,” Gunnels 
said. “It is always fun to win a 
ribbon, but the process of se-
lecting fabrics and putting dif-
ferent fabrics together is a fun 
way to challenge yourself. 

“I am a member of Trinity 
Valley Quilters Guild and two 
quilting bees. This companion-
ship and kinship is what makes 
quilting such a big part of my 
life.”

Grand Prairie resident Bar-
bara Clevenger had a good 
year, winning third place for 
her large crochet afghan, sec-
ond place for her small crochet 
afghan, first place for her cro-
chet poncho and third place for 
her crochet shawl. This is her 
second time competing at the 
fair. Her first competition was 
in 2018, and she took ribbons 
home that year as well.

“I was so excited [in 2018] to 
be awarded second place for a 
crocheted shawl and honor-
able mention for a crocheted 
afghan,” Clevenger said. “I just 
had to try again to see if I could 
do better. I do believe each en-
try in the fair is truly a work 
of art. The talent these artists 
have is amazing, and I am so 
honored to have my work on 
display with theirs.”

Karen Goebel, who lives in 
Irving, won an honorable men-
tion for her small crocheted 
afghan.

“I’ve [made entries for the 
fair] for about 12 years,” Goeb-
el said. “I usually enter every 
year, but there have been some 
years that I have skipped. 

“I actually started back when 

I was a teenager. My mother 
used to make them. She tried 
to teach me, and as a teenager, 
I got irritated with her, and she 
got irritated with me, because 
I didn’t do it just like she did. 
This was back in the day before 
YouTube videos. I got some 
‘how-to’ books, and I sat there 
and taught myself. I find it very 
therapeutic and will even take 
my crocheting supplies with 
me on vacation.

“I think this [afghan] prob-
ably took about six months to 
make. I still am working part-
time, and I worked on it when I 
could sit down here and there. 
I don’t sell them or anything. 
I give them as gifts. I gave a 
whole bunch to an assisted 
living place. I don’t sell them 
simply because then it would 
become a job.”

Susan Edgley, a resident of 
Coppell, had a great year with 
her photography and art.

“I won first place in Designer 
Craftsman - String Art; third 
place in State Fair theme pho-
tography: first place in Flora/
Close-up photography; third 
place in Insect Photography; 
and an honorable mention in 
Domestic Animal Photogra-
phy,” Edgley said. “I entered 
the Creative Arts contest at 
the fair for the first time in 
2017. Although I had attended 
the State Fair for years and al-
ways enjoyed the Creative Arts 
exhibitions, I never considered 
entering the competition my-
self until 2017.

“I was apprehensive, be-
cause the work presented at 
the fair is exceptional. But I 

early in the week, and they’re 
usually 80 percent ready and 
setup on Friday. But our big 
night is on Saturday night. 

“Saturday night we judge all 
the campsites. 

during Kaleidoscope. Kids and 
the young at heart had several 
bounce houses and a zip line to 
help keep them occupied.

Haley and Tom Minton, vol-
unteers for the Citizen Police 
Academy of Coppell, were sta-
tioned at the entrance to the 
event.

“We’ve seen a lot of kids 
come through with costumes 
on to perform,” Minton said. 
“This event is basically for the 
community to come out, have 
some fun, and learn about dif-
ferent cultures.”

Coppell ISD held an art 
contest from Sept. 13 - Oct. 8. 
Participants submitted origi-
nal artwork that illustrated the 
event theme, and the winning 
artwork was displayed at the 

entrance to the event.
Coppell resident Lawrence 

Yang came out with his wife, 
Judy, and his two daughters. It 
was their first time visiting Ka-
leidoscope.

“We heard about [Kaleido-
scope] through a friend, who is 
actually operating an ice cream 
truck here,” Yang said. “I’ve 
lived in Texas all my life, born 
and raised. We’ve been in Cop-
pell for a few years now. 

“It seems like over the last 10 
years or so, we’ve really seen 
a shift in the demographic of 
the city in general. It’s so much 
more diverse. This is a way to 
continue celebrating culture. 
We’re big proponents of our 
kids being in touch with their 
Asian heritage.”

Coppell celebrates its
cultural Kaleidoscope

“[The Forest of Fear] gets 
progressively better and better 
every year as the campers get 
so excited they compete to try 

A toy llama made by Kenda Stacy of Grand Prairie wins first place at 
the Texas State Fair. Online gallery of State Fair photos available at 
RamblerNewspapers.com / Photo by John Starkey.

A figure in the Forest of Fear greets visitors. / Photo by Arden Terry

Youngsters exhibit Tae Kwan Do moves during Kaleidoscope. / Photo by Stacey Doud.
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 Wendy Michelle Starek Stuart May 19, 1971 ~ Aug 19, 2021  
 Vicki Penn   June 12, 1954 ~ Oct 13, 2021
 James Michael Hatchel  Sep 27, 1940 ~ Oct 15, 2021
 Gerry Wayne Bradford  May 22, 1951 ~ Oct 15, 2021

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Barry Newman  Jan 15, 1937 ~ Oct 18, 2021 

Life Tributes
Anna M. Dokupil went home 
to be with her Lord September 
25, 2021, in Dallas, Texas at 
the age of 83. She was born 
August 14, 1938, to parents, 
Raymond and Anna Rychlik 
in Dallas, Texas. Anna loved 
to take long vacations to Col-
orado, Tennessee, and The 
Smokey Mountains. She was a 
very private person. Anna was 
a part of the Catholic Family 
Fraternal of Texas- KJZT. She 
was a faithful member of St. 
Luke Catholic Church in Ir-
ving, Texas for 50 plus years.  
She loved taking care of her 
grandchildren who where her 
world. Above all Anna will al-
ways be remembered as a lov-
ing wife, mother, and grand-
mother. 
She is joined in heaven by her 
father, Raymond Alvin Rych-
lik, and mother, Ann (Pechal) 
Rychlik. Left to cherish her 
memory is her loving husband 
of 53 years, Charles Dokupil; 
son, Patrick Dokupil, and wife 
Regina; son, Michael Dokupil, 
and wife Cynthia; brother, 
Raymond Rychlik; grandchil-
dren: Angela Hunter Dokupil, 
Jordan Taylor Dokupil, Dalton 
Charles Dokupil, Christopher 
James Dokupil, and Tyler Do-
kupil and wife Sydney; as well 

as numerous other family and 
friends who will miss Anna 
Dearly. 
Family will receive friends 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
from 5:00p.m. to 7:00p.m. at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home 707 North MacArthur 
Blvd. Irving, Texas 75061. 
A Rosary will be recited at 
6:00p.m. Wednesday, October 
20, 2021 during the memorial 
visitation. 
A Memorial Mass will be held 
at 11:00a.m. Thursday, Octo-
ber 21, 2021 at St. Luke Cath-
olic Church 202 S. MacArthur 
Blvd. Irving, Texas 75060. 
In lieu of flowers the family 
ask that donations in honor 
of Anna be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. 

took the plunge and entered a 
few images and an art piece. I 
was stunned to learn I earned 
two ribbons: third place for a 
photo and an honorable men-
tion for the art piece. It boosted 
my confidence, and I have been 
submitting entries ever since. 

“I am grateful to have placed 
every year I have entered, par-
ticularly in the photography 
category, which is the most 
competitive. In 2021, there 
were over 2,200 photo submis-
sions. Since 2017 I have won a 
total of 13 ribbons.

“The State Fair of Texas is 
special. I love its traditions 
and its ties to Texan values and 
roots. It is an honor to have my 
work showcased with so many 
other talented artists and to be 
viewed by thousands of fairgo-
ers at this extraordinary and 
memorable venue. I have also 
been impressed with the way 
the Creative Arts team manag-

es the exhibition. They are very 
organized, and they handle the 
art and images with care. As an 
artist, this is important to me.

“I spent easily over 40 hours 
each working on the two art 
pieces I submitted this year. 
There were a lot of late nights. 
One entry was a State Fair-
themed paper cut, and the oth-
er was a string art floral piece. 
Both were new ventures for 
me and much of the time was 
spent designing and prototyp-
ing the art. I also love photog-
raphy, and I try to get out on 
weekends and shoot images as 
much as I can.” 

There were several catego-
ries for young people as well. 
Grand Prairie resident, Martin 
Wanyoike, who is a 16-year-
old student at DeBakey High 
School for Health Professions, 
had a good year, winning rib-
bons in the spice cake, the 
white/yellow cake, and the 

pound cake categories.
“This was actually my second 

time competing,” Wanyokie 
said. “I usually go to the fair ev-
ery year. But as far as compet-
ing, my first time was in 2019. 
I actually won four times that 
year, and I decided to compete 
again this year.

“I’m Kenyan, so coming from 
that culture, we’re very cen-
tered around cooking at home. 
We don’t do a lot of takeout. 
We don’t really go to places to 
eat. What’s left to do is cook at 
home. Baking wasn’t my first 
passion. I love regular cooking.

“Funny enough, my parents 
and my grandparents can’t 
bake for the life of them, but 
they can cook. That means 
there aren’t a lot of ingredients 
in the house for baking. I had 
to be creative a lot of times, and 
I had to teach myself how to 
cook. I didn’t have a cookbook. 
I didn’t have recipes or any-

thing like that, so I literally use 
whatever’s in the pantry.

“For example, a few months 
ago, I remember being in the 
kitchen and there was nothing 
really to heat up,” Wanyokie 
said. “There was nothing ready, 
so my mom just told me, ‘Do 
whatever you want with what-
ever’s in there.’ There might be 
some spaghetti, a few eggs, or 
something like that. She’s like, 
‘Good luck,’ because she didn’t 
know what to do with it. 

“I got in there and cooked 
for everybody, and they loved 
it. Teaching myself how to 
cook kind of inspired me to go 
ahead and compete, because 
I thought if my family and 
neighbors love it, I wanted to 
see how far I could take it.

“I think I got a lot of my cre-
ativity from cooking. A lot of 
my problem solving [ability] is 
from my mom, because there 
are times where she’ll say, ‘Oh, 
I don’t follow a recipe.’ Like 
when someone asks her how 
much salt she puts [in a reci-
pe], she doesn’t know what to 
tell them, because the amount 
changes depending on the 
taste. I adopted the same thing, 
and to a lot of people that will 
seem a little bit unorganized. 

“I believe the most import-
ant thing about cooking is the 
taste,” Wanyokie said. “The 
most beautiful cake or the 
most gourmet looking dish out 
there made by some world-re-
nowned chef is great, but if it 
doesn’t taste good, then what’s 
the point?”

Aubrey Havemann, a 
15-year-old student at Coppell 
High School, won first place 
in the cupcake category and 
an honorable mention in the 
cookie category. 

“My dad cooks and bakes 
a lot,” Havemann said. “He 
would always make me and my 
brother’s birthday cakes and 
stuff like that. He would let us 
help him, and it was always su-
per fun. I started baking by my-
self, and I found it really, really 
fun, and so I would do it more 
and more often.” 

Some food vendors and 
contest entrants have become 
State Fair food staples.

“We have been here 52 
years,” said Christi Erpillo, the 
daughter of “Fernie” of Fernie’s 

STATE FAIR
Continued from Page 1

Funnel Cakes. “When we origi-
nally started, we were the first 
people to do nachos.”

Fernie’s is known for their 
funnel cakes, as the name im-
plies. Wanda Fernie Winter 
passed away this past June 
at the age of 95, and basical-
ly worked at the Fair until 
COVID-19 temporarily closed 
it in 2020. 

“In the 1980s, Mother and 

Daddy were in Branson, Mis-
souri at a square dance, and 
they saw the funnel cakes,” 
Erpillo said. “They came back 
[to Texas] and asked the fair 
people if they could sell funnel 
cakes out there. 

“We were the first people to 
bring funnel cakes to the fair. 
That happened about 13 years 
after we were already estab-
lished there. For the longest 
time, we were the only people 
allowed to sell funnel cakes, 
but then they started letting 
other vendors do it. But there 
are still many customers that 
will only eat at Fernie’s Funnel 
Cakes. That’s a big honor.” 

Another honor Fernie’s re-
ceived was best in their class in 
D Magazine’s “Favorite State 
Fair of Texas Food” contest 
with their fried toffee crunch 
cake. The contest was judged 
by the people, not professional 
judges. They have also won a 
“Big Tex” award, which honors 
the best of the best at the fair, 
17 times in 16 years.

A raven collects a donation from Diana Herrera. Online gallery of State Fair 
photos available at RamblerNewspapers.com / Photo by John Starkey.
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ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-770
An Ordinance of the City of Coppell, Texas, amending the compre-
hensive zoning ordinance and map of the City of Coppell, Texas, as 
heretofore amended, by granting a change in zoning from PD-217R3-C 
(Planned Development-217 Revision 3-Commercial) to PD-217R4-C, 
(Planned Development-217 Revision 4-Commercial), to approve a con-
ceptual site plan for lot 5R and a detail site plan for the conversion of the 
existing building on lot 4R-1 into a chess club and learning center and 
to allow the construction of nine additional parking spaces being more 
particularly described in exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated 
herein; providing for the approval of the site plan, landscape plan & tree 
survey, and the elevations for lot 4R-1, attached hereto as exhibits “B”, 
“C” and “D” respectively; providing development regulations; providing 
a repealing clause; providing a severability clause; providing a savings 
clause; providing a penalty of fine not to exceed the sum of two thou-
sand dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense; and providing an effective 
date.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 9th day of November, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Center building located at 255 Parkway Blvd., Coppell TX, for consider-
ation of PD-297R-HC, Coppell Whitestone, a zoning change request 
from PD-297-HC (Planned Development -297 -Highway Commercial)  
to PD-297R-HC/LI (Planned Development-297Revised-Highway Com-
mercial/Light Industrial), to establish a new Concept Site Plan for ho-
tels, an Office/Warehouse and a commercial building on 16.58 acres 
of property and a Detail Site Plan for two Hotels (Home2Suites and a 
Marriott Element), on approximately 6.01 acres of land, and a  Detail 
Site Plan for an Office/Warehouse building on 9.01 acres of land and 
an amendment to the 2030 Comprehensive Master Plan from Freeway 
Special District to Industrial Special District on the 9.01 acre portion, 
located at the northeast corner of Sandy Lake Road and SH 121 at the 
request of the property owner Ferguson Realty Co, being represented 
by Dave Littleton, Halff Associates, Inc.

All interested citizens of the City of Coppell and other parties of interest 
are invited to attend this public hearing in person and participate in the 
same. Citizens wishing to express his or her opinion concerning this re-
quest may do in person at 255 Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX, during 
the scheduled City Council meeting. Citizens may also express his or 
her opinion concerning this request via telephone, videoconference, or 
by letter, by 2pm, on the day of the meeting. Letters may be addressed 
to the City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling the 
City Secretary’s Office at 972-304-3669. Comments will be read into the 
record during the public hearing portion of the meeting. This meeting 
will also be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND 
OPEN CARRY LEGISLATION
The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services, and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
makes requests for these services seventy-two (72) hours – three (3) 
business days ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or meet-
ing. This publication can be made available in alternative formats, such 
as Braille or large print, by contacting Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or 
other designated official at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 
1-800-735-2989).
Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.
Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 9th day of November, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Center building located at 255 Parkway Blvd., Coppell TX, for consider-
ation of PD-307-LI, Maple Mart Expansion, Valley Ranch Center, Lot 
A-R1, Block 1, a zoning change request from LI (SUP) to PD-307-LI 
(Planned Development-307- Light Industrial), to approve a Detail Site 
Plan for a new convenience store building with restaurant, approximate-
ly 4,504-sf in size with additional fuel pumps on 0.919 acres of land 
located on the southeast corner of S. MacArthur Blvd. and E. Belt Line 
Road at 1301 E. Belt Line Road at the request of Trinity Line Investment, 
LLC. being represented Mohammad Mozharul Islam, P.E., Civil Urban 
Associates, Inc.

All interested citizens of the City of Coppell and other parties of interest 
are invited to attend this public hearing in person and participate in the 
same. Citizens wishing to express his or her opinion concerning this re-
quest may do in person at 255 Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX, during 
the scheduled City Council meeting. Citizens may also express his or 
her opinion concerning this request via telephone, videoconference, or 
by letter, by 2pm, on the day of the meeting. Letters may be addressed 
to the City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling the 
City Secretary’s Office at 972-304-3669. Comments will be read into the 
record during the public hearing portion of the meeting. This meeting will 
also be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND 
OPEN CARRY LEGISLATION
The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services, and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
makes requests for these services seventy-two (72) hours – three (3) 
business days ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or meet-
ing. This publication can be made available in alternative formats, such 
as Braille or large print, by contacting Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or 
other designated official at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 
1-800-735-2989).
Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.
Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 9th day of November, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Center building located at 255 Parkway Blvd., Coppell TX, for consid-
eration of PD-231R-H, 528 and 532 S. Coppell Rd, a zoning change 
request from PD-231-H (Planned Development-231-Historic) to PD-
231R-H (Planned Development-231 Revised-Historic), to change from 
a Planned Development, which was never constructed, and allow the 
tracts to continue their use as residential within the existing residential 
structures, located on three tracts of land totaling approximately 0.434 
acres, located at 528 and 532 S. Coppell Road, at the request of Jean 
Murph, Debbie Baum and Russell Schneider, being represented by 
Debra Edmondson, Edmondson Law Firm.    

All interested citizens of the City of Coppell and other parties of interest 
are invited to attend this public hearing in person and participate in the 
same. Citizens wishing to express his or her opinion concerning this re-
quest may do in person at 255 Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX, during 
the scheduled City Council meeting. Citizens may also express his or 
her opinion concerning this request via telephone, videoconference, or 
by letter, by 2pm, on the day of the meeting. Letters may be addressed 
to the City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling the 
City Secretary’s Office at 972-304-3669. Comments will be read into the 
record during the public hearing portion of the meeting. This meeting will 
also be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND 
OPEN CARRY LEGISLATION
The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services, and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
makes requests for these services seventy-two (72) hours – three (3) 
business days ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or meet-
ing. This publication can be made available in alternative formats, such 
as Braille or large print, by contacting Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or 
other designated official at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 
1-800-735-2989).
Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.
Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 9th day of November, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Center building located at 255 Parkway Blvd., Coppell TX, for consid-
eration of  PD-221R9R3-HC, Homewood Suites and Hilton Garden 
Inn, a zoning change request from PD-221R9R2-HC (Planned Develop-
ment-221Revision 9 Revision 2-Highway Commercial) to PD-221R9R3-
HC (Planned Development-221 Revision 9 Revision 3-Highway Com-
mercial), to amend the Planned Development to attach a Detail Site 
Plan to allow two hotels: a Homewood Suites Hotel and a Hilton Garden 
Inn, on 5.49  acres of property located on the southeast corner of Point 
West Boulevard and Dividend Drive at the request of  Dividend Hospi-
tality Ltd/Coppell Lodging, Ltd and Pegasus Hospitality Group, being 
represented by Travis Bousquet, the Bousquet Group.   

All interested citizens of the City of Coppell and other parties of interest 
are invited to attend this public hearing in person and participate in the 
same. Citizens wishing to express his or her opinion concerning this re-
quest may do in person at 255 Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX, during 
the scheduled City Council meeting. Citizens may also express his or 
her opinion concerning this request via telephone, videoconference, or 
by letter, by 2pm, on the day of the meeting. Letters may be addressed 
to the City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling the 
City Secretary’s Office at 972-304-3669. Comments will be read into the 
record during the public hearing portion of the meeting. This meeting will 
also be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND 
OPEN CARRY LEGISLATION
The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign inter-
pretative services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) 
for participation in or access to the City of Coppell sponsored public 
programs, services, and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
makes requests for these services seventy-two (72) hours – three (3) 
business days ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or meet-
ing. This publication can be made available in alternative formats, such 
as Braille or large print, by contacting Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or 
other designated official at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 
1-800-735-2989).
Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chap-
ter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this 
property with a concealed handgun.
Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with 
an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter 
this property with a handgun that is carried openly.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMEND-
MENTS AND PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City 
of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: City Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas:

City Council: Thursday, November 11, 2021, 7:00 pm

ZONING CASE ZC21-0025: Located at 7170 State Highway 161., approx. 
0.70 acres. 6671 6675 North MacArthur Boulevard LLC, owner. Develop-
ment Engineering Consultants LLC, applicant. Shake Shack, restaurant 
operator. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from PUD for S-P-1 
(R-AB) “Planned Unit Development for Detailed Site Plan for a Restaurant 
with the Attendant Accessory use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for 
On-Premises Consumption” to PUD for S-P-1 (R-AB) “Planned Unit Devel-
opment for Detailed Site Plan for a Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory 
use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption” to 
accommodate a new drive-through window and an exception to the required 
parking. 
ZONING CASE ZC21-0041: 1700 E. Airport Freeway, approx. 1.34 acres. 
Christ Church Irving, owner. Triston Ida, applicant. The applicant is request-
ing a zoning change from S-P-1 (P-O) “Detailed Site Plan - Professional 
Office” and State Highway 183 Overlay District to S-P-1 (C-OU-2) “Detailed 
Site Plan – Commercial Outdoor 2” and State Highway Overlay District to 
allow a variance to the State Highway Overlay District to allow used auto 
sales as a primary use.
ZONING CASE ZC21-0052: 3025 Luzon Rd., approx. 0.75 acres. Joann 
Goin, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from 
R-10 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-10) “Generalized Site Plan - 
Single Family Residential” to allow a carport to exceed the maximum height. 
ZONING CASE ZC21-0053: 7631 North Belt Line Rd., approx. 0.518 acres. 
Regent Partners Ltd., owner. Crown Castle on behalf of DISH Wireless LLC, 
applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-1 (FWY) 
“Detailed Site Plan – Freeway” and Cellular Telephone Antenna & Equip-
ment Building to S-P-1 (FWY) “Detailed Site Plan – Freeway” and Wireless 
Telecommunications Facility uses to increase the height of an existing cell 
tower from approx. 105 feet to approx. 122 feet. 
ZONING CASE ZC21-0054: 3907 W. Airport Fwy., approx. 880 sq. ft.. IMC 
Retail LLC, owner. Crown Castle on behalf of DISH Wireless LLC, applicant. 

The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 (C-C) “General-
ized Site Plan – Community Commercial” to S-P-1 (C-C) “Detailed Site 
Plan – Community Commercial” and Wireless Telecommunications Facility 
uses to increase the height of an existing cell tower from approx. 55 feet 
to approx. 73 feet. 
ZONING CASE ZC21-0055: 2622 Roger Williams Dr., approx. 0.20 acres. 
Alfredo Martinez Lazo, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zon-
ing change from R-7.5 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-7.5) “Gener-
alized Site Plan - Single Family Residential” to allow a patio encroachment 
in the front setback. 
ZONING CASE ZC21-0056: 3705 State Highway 161, approx. 11.10 
acres. Northgate Development Partners LP, owner. Intrepid Equity Invest-
ments LLC, applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from 
Freeway (FWY) and State Highway 161 Overlay District to S-P-2 (FWY) 
“Generalized Site Plan – Freeway” and State Highway 161 Overlay District 
to allow warehouse and light manufacturing uses within 300 feet of the S.H. 
161 right-of-way and more than 25% of the parking to be located between 
the building façade and S.H. 161 frontage. 
ZONING CASE ZC21-0057:  101 and 200 N. Rogers Rd., approx. 7.55 
acres. SJ Irving Property LLC, owner.  AMB Services, applicant. The ap-
plicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site 
Plan – Restaurant with the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption” to S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site 
Plan – Restaurant with the attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption” and Event Center and Outdoor 
Farmers’ Market uses to add outdoor farmers’ market uses to the existing 
restaurant and event center.
ZONING CASE ZC21-0059:  7300 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite #120, approx. 
0.09 acres. 7300 N. MacArthur LP, owner.  Medical Management Interna-
tional, Inc. (d.b.a. Banfield Pet Hospital), applicant. The applicant is re-
questing a zoning change from S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan - Restau-
rant with the Attendant Accessory use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages 
for On-Premises Consumption” to C-C “Community Commercial” to allow 
for veterinary clinic uses.
The public may attend the public hearings in person and express their opin-
ions. Responses for the record may be submitted to: City of Irving Planning 
Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060. The applications are on file 
for review in the Planning Dept. during normal business hours. For more 
information, please call 972-721-2424 or email 
planning@cityofirving.org. This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible 
parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation services or assis-
tive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact 
the City Secretary’s Office at 972-721-2493 for assistance.



Rambler NewspapersOctober 23, 2021Page 4 www.RamblerNewspapers.com

FOREST OF FEAR
Continued from Page 1

FUN & GAMES

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Iraq
2. “In Cold Blood”
3. State Fair Omaha
4. Fifteenth
5. Anemia
6. Four
7. Postcards
8. “Bridgerton”
9. A botanist
10. Fruit

ANSWER KEYS

Story idea? Let us know!
Call  972-870-1992 or email: arielg@ramblernewspapers.net

EMPLOYMENT

Atos Syntel Inc. has 6 positions available in Irving, TX.
All positions listed can work remotely or telecommute. Travel required 
up to 100% at various unanticipated client sites in U.S. for all listed 
positions.
Consultant. Standardizes the quality assurance proc for SW. BS in CS 
or rel. 8 yrs exp in IT, deve, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL93. 
Senior Software Engineer. Perf tech aspects of SW dev which incl 
analyz, desig, cod, TS, monitor, qual cont eng & implement sys sw/buss 
proc. BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys, or 
rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL94
Programmer Analyst. Identify integration testing needs for complex 
integrations. BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 10 yrs exp in IT, or rel. Other 
exp reqd. Job ID OGL95.
Consultant. Manage proj involving cross platform tech such as Infor-
matica, Facets, Oracle, Netezza & Unix. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 7 yrs exp 
design & deve apps, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL96.
Sr. Quality Assurance Lead. Manage proj data by Data Manufacturing. 
BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 6 yrs exp in IT, or rel. Oth exp reqd. Job 
ID OGL97.
Consultant. Involved in API integration tests, working on Rest full web 
services. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp SW quality analysis in logistics 
domain. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL99.
To apply: Email resume to sneha.alour@atos.net. Include Job ID for 
desired position in subject. 

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1122-01 CONSTRUCTION 
- BANNER POLES.   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.
com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Thursday, No-
vember 4, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town 
Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, 
which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, 
Thursday, October 28, 2021, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway 
Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, October 28, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tAqt9wPdTdylzzyo_
MSA3Q

Bid Open – Thursday, November 4, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EyXLVWhZSgW6b_
Cqxzpe8w

FUN & GAMES

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

Irving

to win first and second place. 
The theme changes year to 
year. 

“We’ll have anything from 
hauntings, and one year we 
had a whole group of [campers] 

doing old scary movies, like the 
‘Birds’ and ‘The Exorcist.’ The 
thought and the work that goes 
into these are absolutely amaz-
ing. I don’t know wherever they 
come up with such great ideas.

“It’s so exciting to watch the 
kids and their faces. You’ll see 
ghosts and goblins. People put 
up stuff on cables, and you’ll 
see them flying through the air, 
and it’s just absolutely amaz-
ing.

“We usually traditionally do 
hayrides, but due to COVID, 
we are not doing hayrides this 
year,” Brown said. “It’s hard to 
get that many people through 
the park in a timely manner, 
because once you get in the 
Forest of Fear it’s bumper to 
bumper.”

Irving—Cimarron Park was 
filled with activity as 41 volun-
teers teamed with the city of 
Irving Urban Forestry team to 
plant 100 trees along the walk-
ing trails on Oct. 12. The project 
is a partnership between Keep 
Irving Beautiful (KIB), Mission 
Tomorrow, Lowe’s, Volunteer 
Now and the Irving Parks De-
partment.

Lowe’s employees and Mis-
sion Tomorrow members re-
ceived instruction from the Ur-
ban Forestry Team in proper 
planting techniques and care of 

KIB partners with Mission
Tomorrow for beautification

trees. They divided into teams 
and gave 123 hours of service 
in planting a variety of trees 
throughout the park. 

Mission Tomorrow, a non-
profit founded by brothers 
Dhruv and Vansh Nanda, is 
dedicated to making a posi-
tive and measurable impact in 
the communities they serve. 
Through their “Trees for Life” 
initiative, Mission Tomorrow 
received a Lowe’s “100 Home-
towns” grant for the purchase 
of 100 trees plus the required 
irrigation.

Lowe’s is celebrating the 
company’s 100th anniversary 
in 2021 with its “100 Home-
towns” initiative, with 100 
community improvement 
grants awarded to different or-
ganizations across the country.

“Keep Irving Beautiful is 
proud to be a part of this proj-
ect that involved so many dif-
ferent groups joining together 
in a common goal,” KIB board 

member Rachel Moon said. “As 
a volunteer-driven nonprofit 
organization, KIB depends on 
partnerships like these to help 
in our goal to build a stronger 
and more beautiful communi-
ty. We had a great day here at 
Cimarron Park, and we invite 
everyone to visit this location 
and see what a beautiful addi-
tion these trees are.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details
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FUN & GAMES

* Those having received at 
least one shot of the COVID-19 
vaccine were eligible for a free 
marijuana joint in New York 
City and Washington, D.C., 
thanks to “Joints for Jabs.” The 

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
only country that ends with the 
letter Q?

2. LITERATURE: Which 
Truman Capote nonfiction 
book begins with the line, “The 
village of Holcomb stands on 
the high wheat plains of west-
ern Kansas, a lonesome area 
that other Kansans call ‘out 
there’”?

3. MOVIES: What were the 
words on the hot-air balloon in 
which the wizard leaves Emer-
ald City in “The Wizard of Oz”?

4. HISTORY: Which amend-

organization behind the 4/20 
event hoped to help counter 
vaccine hesitancy.

* The first lawnmower was 
an adapted carpet-cutting ma-
chine.

* Theodore Seuss Geisel 
dropped out of Oxford before 
getting his Ph.D. and called 
himself Dr. Seuss as a nod to 

ment to the U.S. Constitution 
guaranteed the right to vote 
regardless of race?

5. MEDICAL: What condi-
tion is the result of a decrease 
in red blood cells?

6. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many tablespoons are in a 1/4 
cup?

7. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What do deltiologists 
study and collect?

8. TELEVISION: What is 
Netflix’s highest rated original 
series in 2021?

9. SCIENCE: What is a per-
son who specializes in plant 
studies called?

10. FOOD & DRINK: Is egg-
plant considered a fruit or a 
vegetable?

his father.
* The four-penny coffin was 

one of the first homeless shel-
ters created for the people of 
central London by the Salva-
tion Army during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. For 
that amount, they received 
food and shelter, and could 
sleep in a coffin-shaped wood-

en box with a tarp.
* When you snap a whip, 

that sound you hear is the whip 
breaking the sound barrier.

* In 2015, a fan of the Austra-
lian band Peking Duk got back-
stage at their concert by adding 
himself as a family member on 
their Wiki page and showing it 
to security. The duo wasn’t up-
set, however, noting that they 
“ended up having a bunch of 
beers with him and he was an 
absolute legend.”

* Swedish wasn’t the offi-
cial language of Sweden until 
2009.

* The phrase “take some-
thing with a grain of salt” refers 
to an ancient Roman recipe 
for an antidote that protects 
against poisons.

* Lee Hadwin “sleepdraws” 
gorgeous works of art, of which 
he has no recollection after-
ward. He's been drawing in his 
sleep since he was 4 years old.

* The ancient Aztecs believed 
that Techichis, forerunners of 
today’s Chihuahua, would ab-
sorb their owners’ sins while 
escorting them to the afterlife.

FUN & GAMES

By Grace Reyes
Irving—Whether you want a 

makeover, new clothes or busi-
ness tips, the Ultimate Wom-
en’s Expo presented at the Ir-
ving Convention Center, Oct. 
16-17, was the place to be. 

“This year is bigger and bet-
ter than ever,” public relations 
manager Jane Sands said. 
“We’re celebrating by bring-
ing all these women together 
to have a really fun weekend. 
They can get inspired make-
overs and massages. All sorts of 

wonderful things are going on 
to help people feel good again.”

Women could listen to pan-
els to learn about becoming an 
entrepreneur or learn about 
their bodies. 

“There’s everything from be-
ing empowered and learning 
how to invest money to getting 
more centered and balanced 
as a person with yoga and Pi-
lates,” Sands said. “There are 
people talking about all sorts 
of different medical things, 

how to keep families connected 
and information for everybody. 
There’s really something for 
everyone at this event.

“There’s beauty, fashion, 
wellness, financial investing, 
and there’s real estate agents. 
There is everything a woman 
[might] be interested in, in 
terms of making her life bet-
ter.” 

One of the speakers, Noel 
Koenke, hosted a panel called 
“It’s not you, it’s your hor-

mones.”
“It’s all about helping wom-

en understand that sometimes 
a lot of what’s going on in their 
bodies is not things they’re 
not trying to do. It’s their hor-
mones,” Koenke said. “We 
primarily want to give women 
hope there is an effective holis-
tic solution out there for them 
that doesn’t have to compro-
mise putting anything synthet-
ic or injections or pellets into 
their body. We can do that with 

Women's Expo offers variety of choices
an all-natural approach.”

A keynote speaker, D’an-
dra Simmons, is a health and 
wellness entrepreneur known 
for being a ‘Real Housewife of 
Dallas.’ 

“If you want to start your 
own company, I’m going to 
tell you that it’s not easy,” Sim-
mons said during her panel. 
“You have to be ready for all of 
those things that may or may 
not happen. It’s important to 
have financing.”

Simmons talked about how 
the skin care industry is a com-
petitive industry.

“I encourage you to find 
something unique in the indus-
try, a niche product or service, 
you truly believe in,” Simmons 
said. “The most important 
thing is to have those women 
or men who work with you and 

are behind you one hundred 
percent of the way. The most 
important thing is your team.”

The event brought people to-
gether to share business ideas 
and give information to women 
about a variety of subjects. 

“I just love seeing women of 
all ages coming together and 
being able to go shopping and 
have some fun tastings. There 
are all sorts of desserts and 
fun things to try,” Sands said. 
“You get to sit there and listen 
to women getting inspired and 
learning about building their 
own business. It’s a really great 
event.”

“It’s something you know 
for us women to go out and 
do,” Edwani said. “I go with 
my mom, so at least it gives her 
something to do, rather than sit 
at home all the time.” 

Coppell—Alex Hargis, who has 
served the community as the 
Coppell Arts Center’s Manager 
since January 2019, has an-
nounced his resignation as of 
Sept. 20. 

Hargis accepted a position 
as a principal with TheatreD-
NA, one of the leading theatre 
consulting firms in the nation. 
Ginene Delcioppo, the Art Cen-
ter’s marketing and ticketing 
supervisor, has been selected 
to serve as Interim Manager. 

“It was a privilege to lead a 
project from design to first cur-
tain call, but my greatest honor 
was in the quiet moments of 

Hargis, manager of Coppell Arts 
Center, announces resignation

getting to know the individuals 
of this community and to see 
their dreams realized in this 
venue,” Hargis said. “I cannot 
thank my team and leader-
ship enough for their faith to 
undertake such a project and 
their unprecedented resiliency 
to see it finished despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I look 
forward to my next chapter 
with TheatreDNA that will al-
low me to spend more time 
with my family and to utilize 
my industry experience to help 
others open their venues.”

Under Hargis’s leadership, 
the vision for the Coppell 

Arts Center took shape. From 
overseeing the construction of 
the facility, to facilitating the 
formation of the Arts Center 
Foundation, to booking per-
formers for the Center’s inau-
gural presenting series, Hargis 
has been integral in the estab-
lishment of the state-of-the-art 
community gathering space. 

“We are so grateful for Alex’s 
hard work, dedication to the 
community and passion for the 
arts,” city manager Mike Land 
said. “The Coppell Arts Center 
was a long time coming, and 
Alex’s commitment to creating 

a quality arts venue brought 
the community’s vision to life.”

The Coppell Arts Center 
celebrated its official grand 
opening with the Takeoff Arts 
and Music Festival in early 
September. The Center fulfills 
a commitment to Coppell res-
idents to enrich offerings and 
enhance the quality of life in 
the community. The facility 
provides a much-needed home 
to local artists and talent, while 
also presenting the communi-
ty with a local venue to attend 
traveling shows.

SOURCE City of Coppell
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By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Judging from the long 
lines, the seemingly endless 
groups of smiling faces, and 
the undeniable sense of posi-
tive energy, the Valley Ranch 
Islamic Center’s (VRIC) first 
post-pandemic event, DFW 
Halal Foodfest on Saturday, 
Oct. 17, was a rousing success.

The event featured 16 differ-
ent food vendors who offered 
halal (Arabic for permissible) 
food. Halal is defined as meat 
prepared according to Muslim 
law. Besides the food vendors, 
there were also events for kids 
like a climbing wall, a giant 
slide, and a miniature train, 

DFW Halal Foodfest grows into big hit
which parents and children 
could ride. 

DFW Halal Foodfest also 
featured a bazaar where visi-
tors could purchase clothing 
and other wares, and learn 
about various Muslim human-
itarian organizations.

Sh. Yaser Birjas Issa, the 
imam at VRIC, was beaming 
over how many people from 
across DFW and around the 
country attended the event. 

“It’s beautiful,” Issa said. 
“Our community has been a 
leading community in how we 
do events and activities, how 
we participate in civic engage-
ment in our local community. 

A lot of people come to take 
in that experience. Part of it is 
[they wonder], ‘How can we 
organize an event like this?’ 
They’re coming here to learn, 
to observe, and enjoy. Some 
of them brought their families 
with them too.”

VRIC has been hosting the 
event for the past five or six 
years, starting the event at their 
former home, the Valley Ranch 
Public Library, before moving 
into their center in 2019. Since 
relocating the event to the 
VRIC on Ranchview Drive, the 
event has grown in stature. 

After no festival in 2020 due 
to COVID-19, swarms of peo-

ple turned out to sample great 
food on a beautiful fall Satur-
day and to see some folks they 
might not have seen during the 
pandemic. 

“We had done it almost ev-
ery year but didn’t [in 2020] 
because of COVID. This is the 
first event after the quaran-
tine,” Issa said. “We [usual-
ly] do it twice a year, once in 
the spring and in the fall. The 
weather is amazing. We have 
people coming from Michigan. 
We have groups from Atlanta, 
Seattle, New York, Houston.”

Born in Kuwait, Issa also 
lived in the United Arab Emir-
ates and Jordan before com-
ing to the United States. Since 
coming stateside, he has lived 
in Chicago and El Paso, but it 
was not until relocating to Ir-
ving just over a decade ago that 
he finally found the sense of 
community he had been seek-
ing. 

“I’ve been in Irving for the 
last 12 years,” Issa said. “I 
then lived briefly in Chicago 
and didn’t like it. Before that, 
I was in El Paso for nine years. 
Moving to this area was a good 

blessing. It’s a very good com-
munity, very tolerant, diverse 
and accepting. 

“You can see the representa-
tion of every faith, a represen-
tation of the whole world really 
in this area. That’s the unique 
thing about our community. 
We have a good relationship 
with the mayor’s office, with the 
city as well, with the homeown-
er’s association here in Valley 
Ranch. We do everything we 
can to help and support and to 
contribute to the community.”

The 2021 DFW Halal Food-
fest was billed as a celebration 
of DFW’s vibrant food culture. 
Seeing this event grow into 

such a sizeable gathering is 
continuing a vision organizers 
had for the event when it first 
started at the Valley Ranch 
Public Library. 

“We started as a local com-
munity event, for our own 
families. People heard about it 
and started coming from oth-
er areas of DFW,” Issa said. 
“Gradually it grew. We broad-
cast everything live through 
streams on Facebook, Insta-
gram and so on. We have quite 
a good following online. When 
people start seeing that, they 
drive [over for the event] and 
now they’re flying in, and they 
just love it.”

Staff Report
North Texas Police Chiefs 

Association presented the in-
augural Lowell Cannaday Me-
morial Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Rose Cannaday.

After working nearly 28 
years with the Dallas Police 
Department, Lowell Canna-
day served as Irving’s police 
chief from August 1994 to 
October 2004. Following his 
time as the police chief, Lowell 
was elected to the Irving City 
Council (2005-2007.) After a 
brief retirement, he returned 
to law enforcement, serving as 
Wataguga’s police chief (2011-
2014.)

Lowell was elected to a sec-
ond term on the Irving City 
Council, but chose to give up 
his seat to run for Dallas Coun-

ty Sheriff in 2007.
His wife, Rose, was elected to 

fill his seat and served as an Ir-
ving City Councilwoman from 

Lowell Cannaday Award for 
Achievement presented

2007 to 2014.
In 2018, Lowell passed away 

at the age of 81.

Vendors sell items through a bazaar. / Photo by Stephen Hunt.

Chief Jeff Spivey (right) presents the award to Rose Cannaday (left). / Photo 
provided.


