
Ir
vi

ng
 R

am
bl

er
 $

0.
75

See EPIC CENTRAL
Page 5

See ILLUMINATE
Page 3

support your support your 
organizationorganization
ramblernewspapers.com/rambler-subscription-drive

for more information

     Focusing on Irving, Coppell, and Grand Prairie  as part of Dallas County   October 30, 2021  75¢

Bell Fort Worth Alliance Air Show inspires
By Stacey Doud
Fort Worth—The Bell Fort 
Worth Alliance (BFWA) Air 
Show featuring the US Navy/
Marines  Demonstrat ion 
Squad’s Blue Angels in the new 
F/A-18 Super Hornet aircraft, 
flying in honor of the Angels’ 
75th anniversary performed over 
BFWA Airport Oct. 23 – 24. 

Also debuting with the show 
was a refurbished C-130J Su-
per Hercules, more common-
ly known as “Fat Albert,” that 
acts as logistics support for the 
demo team.

Other performers includ-

ed the All-Veteran Parachute 
Team, aerobatics stars Bill 
Stein, David Martin and Matt 
Younkin; the F-16 Viper Demo 
Team, the US Air Force A-10 
Thunderbolt, and the C-17 
West Coast Demo team.

The BFWA Airport could 
not shut down for the event. 
Instead, patrons were asked to 
remain in or near their cars to 
observe, keeping them safe and 
out of the way of the day-to-
day operations of the airport. 
Tents with food, drinks and 
merchandise were available on 
a tract of land adjacent to the 

grassy parking area, which was 
dubbed, ‘The Landing Zone.’

“This is our 31st annual show, 
but we’ve been producing the 
show directly for the last 13 
years,” airshow director Chris-
tina Carey said. “Alliance Air 
Productions is our nonprofit 
organization that manages and 
produces the show. We raise 
money for local organizations 
here in North Texas, and we’ve 
given over $780,000 to over 70 
local nonprofits here.

“As the airshow director, I 
have a team of about 40 peo-
ple, and because I also work for 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—In recognition of 
National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, Illuminate 
Irving hosted its annual event 
in Millennium Park on Tuesday, 
Oct. 19.

The event featured music 
from the combined choirs of 
Travis Middle School and Ir-
ving MacArthur High School, 
remarks from Police Chief Jeff 
Spivey and Heather Koval, vic-
tim services supervisor for the 
Irving Police Department. 

Students from MacArthur 
displayed artwork about do-
mestic violence, and wood fig-
ures representing those who 
died from domestic violence 
told their compelling and sad 
stories. During the culmination 
of the event, those affected by 
domestic violence floated Jap-
anese paper lanterns in the 
fountain. 

Previously held at the Las 
Colinas canals, the event was 
moved to Millennium Park 
near Irving City Hall.

“We wanted to be some-
where that was really visible to 
the public,” Koval said. “There 
are lots of people driving by. 
They can see what’s going on, 
but we also wanted to do it 
somewhere victims and survi-
vors could put their lantern in 
the water themselves.

“There’s something really 
meaningful and symbolic in 
releasing the lantern yourself. 
We thought this might be a 
good option for people to have 
that opportunity.”

Numbers from the Nation-
al Coalition against Domestic 
Violence are sobering. Twenty 
people are victims of domestic 
violence each minute. One in 
three women and one in four 
men have experienced violence 
at the hands of an intimate 
partner at some point in their 
lives. In 2020, it is estimated 
over 20,000 calls were placed 
to domestic violence hotlines 
each day. 

Spivey offered some equally 
telling statistics during his re-
marks. 

“We know that one in 10 high 
school students have been pur-
posefully hit, slapped, or phys-
ically hurt by a dating partner. 
We know the children are the 
most vulnerable population,” 
Spivey said. “In the United 
States, 15.5 million children 

live in families in which part-
ner violence occurred at least 
once in the past year. 

“These victims are more 
than statistics. They are our 
mothers, sisters, daughters, 
aunts, neighbors, co-workers, 
and friends. We’re here to illu-
minate these struggles, to shine 
a bright light for the victims of 
this violence so they can maybe 
see hope.”

Tammy Gant, a local do-
mestic violence survivor, told 
her own story about surviving 
abuse. 

“Domestic violence can be 
verbal, emotional or physical. 
It does not discriminate on 
race, religion or gender,” Gant 
said. “It can happen to anyone 
around you and can be hidden 
very well. Emotional and ver-
bal abuse can be the hardest 
to detect, because there are no 
physical signs.”

The releasing of the paper 
lanterns at the end of the cer-
emony comes from Japanese 
culture. Toro Nagashi is a 
practice in Japan where those 
who have suffered an atrocity 
set paper lanterns in the wa-
ter to honor the victims in a 
very somber ceremony. After 
consulting the local Japanese 
community and receiving their 
blessing to release lanterns for 
domestic violence, Illuminate 
Irving started doing the same. 

“It’s a very powerful mo-
ment, because it really rep-
resents what we’re here to do: 
illuminate this problem. Every 
lantern you see, every candle 
that’s lit represents a victim 
of domestic violence,” Spivey 
said. “Even though the crowd 
is only a small portion of our 
community, that fountain will 
be full of candles, so you recog-
nize the impact domestic vio-

Illuminate Irving 
raises domestic 
violence awareness 
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the airport and the FBO [Fixed-
Base Operations] they’re made 
up of staff members of ours, 
plus volunteers from Lock-
heed, Bell, American Airlines 
and other aviation companies.”

While the Blue Angels and 
Thunderbirds demonstration 
teams usually alternate years 
performing at the show, Carey 
and her team scout other per-

formers months in advance.
“Every year, myself and a few 

team members go to the Inter-
national Council of Airshows in 
December in Las Vegas, and we 
sign up performers for the next 
show,” Carey said.

Carey explained the idea be-
hind patrons staying in or near 
their vehicles.

“We started [having patrons 

stay in or near their cars] last 
year, and it really wasn’t be-
cause of COVID. We did a driv-
ing event where [attendees] 
could picnic outside of their car 
or watch from their cars,” Car-
ey said. “It was related to the 
growth and activity around the 
airfield, and the requirement 

By Michael Castello
Grand Prairie—Epic Central 
in Grand Prairie hosted its 
second groundbreaking in two 
months on Thursday, Oct. 21. 
The project will add two hotels, 
a convention center, six restau-
rants, a water/light show on the 
lake, and a parking garage to the 
172-acre site. In August, Epic 
Central broke ground on Bolder 
Adventure Park, an indoor fam-
ily entertainment center.

The restaurant spaces and 

City breaks ground on 
Epic Central complex

water/light show will open in 
late 2022 with The Hilton Gar-
den Inn and The Homewood 
Suites opening in 2023. 

The incoming restaurants 
are Vidorra Cocina de Mex-
ico, Serious Pizza, Sliders 
and Shakes, a new breakfast/
brunch concept called Poach’d, 
and an American modern con-
cept. Larry Lavine, the found-
er of Chili’s, will open Loop 9 
BBQ. The city is entertaining 
options for a sixth restaurant 

space.
Mayor Ron Jensen said the 

groundbreaking was a special 
day.

“You have to go back to when 
I moved here in 1963 and know 
the history of Grand Prairie [to 
know how special this is]” Jen-
sen said. “Anybody that’s been 
here 50 years knows we have 
never been looked upon highly. 
Many people even said we were 

The Blue Angels fly in formation over Fort Worth. / Photo by John Starkey.

Paper lanterns float in the Millennium Park fountain. / Photo John Starkey.
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972-254-4242

 Gregory Ray Yeatts  June 7, 1954 ~ Oct 19, 2021  
 John M Stevens  Dec 8, 1935 ~ Oct 26, 2021

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 John David Watson  July 20, 1969 ~ Oct 19, 2021
 Shirley Joan McMahon  Jan 3, 1937 ~ Oct 19, 2021  
 Margie Duncan  Apr 4, 1936 ~ Oct 22, 2021
 Dorthy Overall Beaver  Apr 3, 1946, ~ Oct 25, 2021
 George Baron Ambrose  July 17, 1958 ~ Oct 25, 2021
 Becky Wood   Dec 20, 1938 ~ Oct 25, 2021 

Life Tributes

Ballot to have 
8 Constitutional 

Amendments
By Aubrey Turner

Early voting has begun 
for the Nov. 2 election and 
continues through Oct. 29.  
All items on the ballot this year 
are Texas State Constitution-
al Amendments. All of these 
propositions have been passed 
by the State Legislature and are 
now required to pass by popu-
lar vote in the election before 
being added to the or chang-
ing the state constitution.  
Proposition 1 authorizes pro-
fessional sports team’s charity 
organizations to conduct raf-
fles at rodeos. This would allow 
the Professional Rodeo Cow-
boys Association and/or the 
Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association to hold raffles at 
their events. 

Proposition 2 is a bond issue 
which allows voters to deter-
mine if counties have permis-
sion to issue bonds to fund 
infrastructure and transporta-
tion in “unproductive, under-
developed, and blighted areas” 
of the county. 

Proposition 3 would amend 
the Texas Constitution to 
prohibit the state, counties, 
or municipalities from en-
acting a law, rule, or order to 
limit religious services. This 
proposition is in response to 
Covid-19 restrictions of gath-
erings during the pandemic.  
Proposition 4 is about the el-
igibility requirements of a 
justice of the Texas Supreme 
Court, a judge of the criminal 
court of appeals, a justice of a 
court of appeals and a district 
judge. This amendment would 
be effective on Jan. 1, 2025, 
and would require individuals 
in these positions to be a Tex-

as resident and either practice 
law or have been a judge in 
Texas for ten years. It would 
also prohibit someone from be-
coming a judge in one of these 
positions if their law license 
was suspended or revoked.  
Proposition 5 authorizes the 
Texas State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct to inves-
tigate complaints and re-
ports against candidates who 
run for state judicial office. 
Proposition 6 would allow 
residents in nursing facilities, 
assisted living facilities, or 
state-supported living centers 
to appoint one essential care-
giver who would be allowed 
in-person visitation. This prop-
osition is in response to the 
shut-down of visitation of these 
facilities during the pandemic. 
Caregivers have petitioned 
lawmakers to pass this amend-
ment to prevent residents from 
becoming isolated as isolation 
from loved ones causes harm 
to residents. 

Proposition 7 allows the 
legislature to extend a home-
stead tax limit for surviving 
spouses of disabled individu-
als as long as the spouse lives 
in the home and is at least 55 
years old. This will ensure the 
taxes for the home do not in-
crease substantially upon the 
passing of the disabled spouse. 
Proposition 8 applies to the 
surviving spouses of members 
of the military fatally injured 
in the line of duty. If a service 
member dies from injuries 
sustained in active duty, his or 
her spouse would be protect-
ed from a sudden increase of 
property taxes. 

September 23, 1953 ~
October 15, 2021
Survivors are spouse, Michael 
Mustard of Frisco, TX; Sis-
ter, Sharon Caldwell Sanders 
of Irving, TX along with a 
niece and 2 nephews. Donna 
was born in Stillwater, Okla-
homa but moved to Irving at 4 
years of age. In loving memo-
ry, your family.

DONNA JEAN CALDWELL MUSTARD

Douglas Jefferson Baker 
passed away, October 22, 
2021, in Longview, TX. Doug-
las was born on July 30, 1943, 
in Denison, TX. He owned his 
own construction company for 
49 years in Irving. Douglas 
also loved to fish, play golf, 
play dominoes and cheer on 
his favorite football team, the 
Dallas Cowboys. 
Douglas is preceded in death 
by his parents and one son. 
Left to cherish his memory is 
his beloved wife Mary Jane 
Baker; 3 daughters; 3 sons; 4 
brothers; 1 sister; 12 grand-

DOUGLAS BAKER

children; and 3 great grand-
children as well as numerous 
other loving family members 
and friends.  

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—After losing three 
schools to the Big 12 Conference 
in September, on Oct. 21, the 
Irving-based American Athletic 
Conference (the American) add-
ed six new members, a group 
including three Texas schools: 
North Texas (UNT), Rice, and 
Texas-San Antonio (UTSA.)

“As we studied expansion, 
we heard from a number of 
schools who expressed interest 
in joining the conference, who 
saw the success our members 
had in this conference over our 
first nine years, and they want-
ed to be part of what is a prom-
ising future,” American Athlet-
ic Conference commissioner 
Mike Aresco said via Zoom. 
“We had a great opportunity 
to shape the long-term future 
by adding schools that share 
our philosophy of competition 
at the highest level but have 
shown they are willing to make 
the necessary investments to 
do so.”

In late July when Big 12 
heavyweights Oklahoma and 
Texas accepted invitations to 
join the Southeastern Con-
ference. The Irving-based Big 
12 countered those losses by 
inviting Brigham Young and 
now-former American mem-
bers Central Florida, Cincinna-
ti, and Houston in September 
to join their conference. 

The American's members 
included SMU, then it offi-
cially extended invites to Al-
abama-Birmingham (UAB), 

Six colleges to join American 
Athletic Conference

Charlotte, Florida Atlantic 
(FAU), UNT, Rice, and UTSA, 
schools which had been mem-
bers of Dallas-based Confer-
ence USA.

UNT had been a member 
of Conference USA since 2013 
and before that was in the Sun 
Belt Conference from 2001 
through 2012. 

North Texas vice president 
and director of Athletics Wren 
Baker felt the time was right to 
switch conferences. 

“This is an exciting time for 
the University of North Texas,” 
Baker said. “UNT has been on 
a continuous growth trajectory, 
and this is another step in this 
process. The American Athletic 
Conference is showing it wants 
to invest in institutions who are 
willing to invest in themselves 
and that is something we’ve 
prioritized and something we 
will prioritize as we make this 
transition.” 

UAB, Charlotte, FAU, UNT, 
Rice, and UTSA join current 
American members East Car-
olina, Memphis, Navy, SMU, 
South Florida, Temple, Tulane, 
Tulsa, and Wichita State, giving 
the conference 15 members,  
although Navy is a football-on-
ly member and Wichita State 
disbanded its football program 
in 1986.

The American initially ex-
plored adding fewer than six 
new members, but once the 
opportunity to add six at once 
presented itself, the conference 
and schools moved forward, 

according to Aresco.
“These institutions want the 

opportunity our conference 
will provide. These schools 
make great sense for us from 
many different perspectives,” 
Aresco said. “The geography 
makes sense from a practical 
standpoint.

“I’m very confident these 
schools are going to have great 
success in the American. They 
had success where they have 
been, and now they have a 
chance to elevate that and add 
to this conference’s legacy of 
success. We’re poised to enter 
the next decade with a vision 
and renewed strength. The fu-
ture is very bright.”

The American will not rule 
out adding more members in 
the future with Aresco. The 
conference will perform its 
due diligence in considering if, 
when and which schools to ex-
tend invitations to. 

However, for now he is 
pleased with the American 
having 14 full-time football 
members. 

“We decided there was 
strength in numbers. These 

are schools that are worthy 
and can add a lot to the confer-
ence,” Aresco said. “Fourteen’s 
a good number. It gives us 
strength going forward, gives 
us a lot of options in terms of 
how we schedule and how we 
do things.”

For the new additions like 
UNT, joining the American 
was all about maximizing the 
mutual benefit for both the 
conference and school.

“We assume financially 
there’s going to be some bene-
fits, but the bigger thing is the 
opportunity for exposure for 
our athletic programs and for 
the university,” Baker said. “We 
were always interested and 
hopeful that an opportunity to 
get into the American would 
come, and we look forward to 
making that transition.”

Aresco feels these six new 
additions bring high value to 
the conference.

“Every one of them will bring 
something unique and vital to 
this conference. These teams 
are going to be competitive,” 
Aresco said. “I believe all of 
them will be very successful.”

Eula Fay Lindamood was wel-
comed home in the arms of 
her Lord on October 21, 2021 
in Irving, TX. She was born 
to her parents Benonia and 
Flora James on February 6th, 
1928 in Dallas, TX. Eula was 
one of the most loving, caring, 
selfless people you could ever 
meet. If you needed anything, 
she would do everything in her 
power to help you. She was 
the matriarch of her family 
that she loved so deeply. Eula 
also loved Jesus, her coffee, 
loved to bake, and absolutely 
loved to dance. She also loved 
her western movies, espe-
cially with John Wayne, who 
reminded her of her late hus-
band Pete. She was a wonder-
ful mother, sister, aunt, and the 
best caring and loving grand-
mother that anyone could ever 
ask for. This world will be a 
different place without her 
lovely smile and hugs.
Eula is preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Henry 
Pete Lindamood; son, Bobby 
Lindamood Sr.; granddaugh-
ter, Stephane Engle; great 
grandchildren, Dragan Austin 
Swafford and Vicki M. Max-
well; siblings, Benonia James 
Jr., Frank James, Jesse James, 
Roy B James, George James, 
Lula Mae Walton, Mamie Nel-
son, Elizabeth Todd, and Mary 

Frances Samples. Left to cher-
ish her memory is her sister, 
Bertha Beck; her children, 
Mavis Moody, Frances Linda-
mood, Jerry Lindamood and 
wife Edie, Tim Lindamood 
Sr., and Jay Lindamood and 
wife Teresa; Bobby Linda-
mood Sr’s wife, Kayla; grand-
children, Renee Engle, Laura 
Ibañez and husband Sal Ibañez 
Jr., Bobby Lindamood Jr. and 
wife Tami, Billy Lindamood 
and wife Kim, Mandy Colllins 
and husband Mike, Craig Lin-
damood Jr., Jake Lindamood 
and wife Anne, Laura Linda-
mood, Krystle Lindamood, 
Misti Lindamood, Jay Linda-
mood and wife Meggan, and 
Michael Stout; and numerous 
great grandchildren, sever-
al great great grandchildren, 
many nieces, nephews and a 
large number of family and 
friends.

EULA FAY LINDAMOOD

When students walk into the 
music room at Britain Elemen-
tary School, they are welcomed 
into a world where they not 
only hear music, but they see 
and feel it too. The walls are 
splashed with vibrant posters 
about music vocabulary, the 
cubbies at the back are full of 
instruments big and small, and 
a large stage sits in the front.

This stage, handmade by 
music teacher Laura Walsh 
from an old bed frame and ply-
wood, is not just a platform for 
performance. This stage is how 
students experience what mu-
sic feels like through pulsing 
vibrations.

Within the stage sits a 140-
watt subwoofer that comes to 
life when Walsh plays a song. 
At first, the students only feel 
slight vibrations. But as the 
melody picks up and more in-
struments begin to play, the en-
tire stage and the floor around 
it start buzzing to the beat. 

“What I have loved most 
about the stage is it makes the 
music tangible for all my kids,” 
Walsh said. “My hearing stu-
dents can hear the music. Their 
ears pick up the sound-vibra-
tions. My deaf students can 
now pick up the same vibra-
tions with their sense of touch.”

Walsh was inspired to cre-
ate the stage specifically for 
her deaf education students 
after seeing how excited they 
got feeling vibrations caused 
by sounds they made using 
“whirly birds,” long tubes that 
make whirring sounds when 
spun.

An idea popped into Walsh’s 

Deaf students 
experience music

head immediately. She began 
sketching plans for the stage 
and went to work building the 
custom stage around her class-
room's powerful speakers. She 
introduced the stage to her stu-
dents at the beginning of the 
school year, not telling them 
what it was but showing them.

“Some kids immediately un-
derstood what they were feel-
ing and started jamming out 
to the music. Some kids took a 
moment or two,” Walsh said. “I 
think some hadn’t experienced 
music this way before, and it 
took longer. But by the end 
of the first song everyone was 
bopping to the beat.”

Now, the stage is part of her 
daily lessons. When she leads 
the class in songs or plays vid-
eos about music around the 
world, students climb onto the 
stage and press their hands, 
feet and even their face to the 
plywood to feel the vibration of 
the music on their body.

This small stage and the 
huge impact it's made on the 
students at Britain has inspired 
Walsh to continuously find 
new ways for all students to ex-
perience music. 

“Teaching my deaf students 
has truly inspired me and my 
career direction. I am currently 
taking ASL classes and work-
ing to gain fluency. I’m learn-
ing not only the language but 
deaf culture,” Walsh said. “My 
new knowledge continuously 
inspires me to create informed 
lessons, to engage all my stu-
dents fully.”

SOURCE Irving ISD
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-1566
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COP-
PELL, TEXAS, EXTENDING A MORATORIUM AGAINST ENFORCE-
MENT ON SECTIONS 6-15-3 (A), 6-15-4 AND 6-15-5 (3), (A) AND (B)
, (J) – (M), (4) AND
(8), ARTICLE 16 “BUSINESS REGULATIONS” OF CHAP-
TER 6-15 “TEMPORARY SIGNS” FOR A PERIOD OF TIME 
UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2021; PROVIDING FOR THE CITY 
MANAGER OR DESIGNEE TO ADOPT REASONABLE REG-
ULATION FOR SUCH PERIOD; PROVIDING A SEVERABILI-
TY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—Over the past 
year, the North Central Tex-
as Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG) has spearheaded 
the initial phase of a study to 
determine if high-speed rail 
between Dallas and Fort Worth 
is feasible. 

Phase One of that project is 
now complete. The phase en-
tailed holding over 130 pub-
lic meetings that, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, were 
done virtually and determined 
which types of rail systems 
would work best and formulat-
ed potential routes between the 
cities. 

NCTCOG representatives 
presented the results of Phase 
One at open houses the week 
of Oct. 12. The first open house 
was hosted at Lone Star Park 
at Grand Prairie, the second in 
Fort Worth, another in West 
Dallas and the final one at 
Globe Life Field in Arlington. 

“We’re wrapping up Phase 
One of our study where we 
were looking at all the alterna-
tives,” Amanda Wilson, pro-
gram manager for NCTCOG, 
said. “Due to the pandemic, we 
had all our public meetings vir-
tually. We did have really good 
participation. While they were 
online, we had call-in options 
and e-mailed people packets 

DFW high-speed rail study completes Phase One
if they wanted information. 
We had options if people had 
no access to Internet. This is a 
wrap-up of everything we did 
in those public meetings.”

Ian Bryant is a senior trans-
portation planner and project 
manager for HNTB, an Amer-
ican infrastructure design firm 
partnering with NCTCOG on 
this project. 

“We were looking to ac-
complish that in a year, and 
we have,” Bryant said. “We’re 
getting set up to go into Phase 
Two, which will be about a two-
year process.”

Phase One evaluated 43 
potential routes and reduced 
that list to 10: seven along In-
terstate 30 and three along 
State Highway 180. The study, 
which began in May 2020 and 
is expected to take three years 
to complete, also determined 
three modes: high-speed rail, 
maglev, and hyperloop, will be 
considered. Goals of the study 
are to analyze potential routes, 
evaluate potential vehicles, for-
mulate operation and service 
plans, do preliminary engi-
neering work, and compile en-
vironmental documentation. 

High-speed rail, which has 
been in use in Asia and Europe 
for years, has trains reaching 
250 miles per hour and need-
ing 3 to 30 minutes between 

trains arriving. 
Maglev, short for magnetic 

elevation, is currently used in 
China, Germany, Japan, and 
South Korea. Maglev trains can 
travel over 300 miles per hour 
and need 15-20 minutes be-
tween stops. 

The final method, hyper-
loop, has yet to be implement-
ed anywhere in the world and 
is still in the testing phase. 
However, this revolutionary 
method where the train trav-
els in a tube, sees trains travel 
at over 650 MPH, needing just 
two minutes between trains, 
accommodating on-demand 
scheduling, and being suitable 
for both passenger travel and 
hauling cargo.

Many DFW residents want 
to know how this project dif-
fers from other current rail 
transportation in the region 
like the Trinity Railway Ex-
press between Dallas and Fort 
Worth or the Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit (DART) light rail.

“This is higher speed, and 
it’s not going to have as many 
stops,” Wilson said. “People 
using it to go to work are still 
going to use those traditional 
commuter rails. This is more of 
a longer-route option.”

In fact, the proposed route 
would have only two stations, 
one in Fort Worth and another 
in Dallas. However, a third stop 
in the Arlington Entertainment 
District has been proposed and 

is being evaluated. Phase Two 
of the study will include public 
scoping meetings, perform-
ing field studies, and drafting 
a document for the National 
Environmental Protection Act 
(NEPA) for review. Without 
approval of the NEPA docu-
ment, the project cannot move 
forward. 

Starting construction is still 
at least several years away, but 
once started, construction is 
expected to take at least eight 
years. Once completed, the 
system should last 50 years or 
more. 

Events like these open hous-
es give NCTCOG and its part-
ners an opportunity to get the 
word out about this study to 

the public and show them how 
a rail project between the two 
cities could work. 

“[Our feedback has been] 
very positive. Obviously, there 
are concerns about how it 
could potentially impact indi-
vidual neighborhoods,” Bryant 
said. “Those are some of the 
other stakeholders we’ve talk-
ed to, neighborhood organiza-
tions, HOAs.

“[We’ve received] general-
ly, very good feedback. The 
feedback we got was we prefer 
[a route along] I-30. There’s 
much less potential residential 
impact there and that’s what 
our analysis showed as well. 
It’s been very positive.”

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

State Financial Accountability Rating

Irving Independent School District will hold a public meeting at

7:00 P.M., NOVEMBER 15, 2021 in the BOARD ROOM of the IRVING ISD 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 2621 W AIRPORT FREEWAY,

IRVING, TEXAS  75062.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Irving Independent School District’s 
rating on the state’s financial accountability system.

lence has on our community.”
Koval agreed seeing the lan-

terns placed in the water is in-
spirational. 

“It’s inspiring, and it’s also 
sad,” Koval said. “There’s no 
reason for domestic violence 
to even happen, so it’s a really 
sad moment; but it’s also joyful 
to get the opportunity to work 
with survivors and see them 
succeed in getting out and find-

NOTICE OF BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION ORDERS
On October 26, 2021 the City of Irving Building and Standards Commis-
sion held a Public Hearing to consider the issuance of an order requiring 
the repair, removal or demolition of the structures, or the assessment 
of civil penalties, on various properties located within the City of Irving.
At the conclusion of the hearing, the Building and Standards Commis-
sion ordered the following:
The case involving the property located at 2333 Hill N Dale Dr. is or-
dered to be assessed civil penalties for a total amount of $4,550.00 for 
failure to completely repair or demolish the structure(s) on the proper-
ty in compliance with the Commission’s orders on January 23, 2020. 
These civil penalties constitute a personal liability of the owner and a 
lien against the Property and accrue interest at a rate of ten (10) percent 
per annum until paid. 
With regard to the property located at 1927 Colony Dr., the Commis-
sion orders all structures on the property be repaired or demolished by 
the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the properties within 30 days, or no later than November 26, 
2021. If the property is not repaired or demolished in 30 days, the City is 
authorized to enter the properties, demolish the structure(s), remove all 
debris, and to place a lien on the property.
The case involving the property located at 672 Francine Dr. the Com-
mission orders all structures on the property must be repaired or de-
molished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other per-
sons having an interest in the property within 60 days, or no later than 
December 26, 2021. If the property is not repaired or demolished in 
60 days, the City is authorized to enter the properties, demolish the 
structure(s), remove all debris, and to place a lien on the properties. 
All owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the properties above are ordered to appear before the Com-
mission on January 25, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. to determine compliance and 
consider if civil penalties should be assessed for failure to comply with 
the Commission’s orders.
The case involving the property located at 1013 Shana Ln. is closed.
The case involving the property located at 804 S Irving Heights Dr is 
closed.
For questions, or to obtain a copy of any of the orders referenced above, 
contact Randall Anglin, Program Coordinator for the Building and Stan-
dards Commission, City of Irving, Code Enforcement Dept., 825 W. Ir-
ving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-4917).  Additionally, copies of 
the orders are available in the Irving City Secretary’s Office at 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., 4th Floor, Irving, Texas 75060.

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Lisandre DePaz has 
only been competing in adaptive 
rowing for three years. An Irving 
resident, he was severely burned 
in a car accident over a decade 
ago, which left him with reduced 
function in his legs. He has seen 
improvements both physically 
and mentally through adaptive 
rowing. 

“I’m surprised with every-
thing that’s changed about 
me,” DePaz said. “It’s definite-
ly a mindset. When I saw the 
changes in my wrist for exam-
ple in getting more strength 
and functionality, it was a sur-
prise.

“It made me wonder what 
else can improve if I keep do-
ing this, something unexpect-
ed? It’s a never-ending thing 
of keep trying, and you never 
know what you’re going to get 
out of it.”

Among those unexpected 
benefits for DePaz is regaining 
strength in other parts of his 
body. 

“It’s provided a medium for 
growth. It was a new sport, 
something I’d never done be-
fore. It’s rewarding and chal-
lenging all in one,” DePaz said. 
“I’ve put a lot of effort into 
getting better, which in turn 
made me physically better all-
around.

“My legs, even though I don’t 
use them like normal people 
when they row, I’ve strength-
ened my legs. It pushed me to 
become physically better. It’s 
been great, learning from [my 
coaches].”

Each Saturday morning, 
DePaz hits the water at White 
Rock Lake in Dallas, where he 
works with Mary Condon, one 
of his coaches. 

Condon has worked in phys-
ical therapy for over two de-
cades and was introduced to 
rowing while in physical thera-
py school, so merging the two 
seemed like a logical step. 

“It was natural to combine 
the two things I love to do, 
helping people physically and 
rowing,” Condon said. “It’s 
been so rewarding to see so 
many people who would nev-
er think to get in a boat to see 
them not only succeed, but re-
ally change physically like ‘Dre 
and other people have done. 

Adaptive rowing helps Irving
resident live fuller life

“They gained strength. They 
gained flexibility and a lot of 
times they gain more function 
in normal, everyday life, which 
is a huge goal.”

During the week, DePaz 
spends his time like many, 
working in a cubicle. However, 
once Saturday inches closer, he 
finds himself ready to hit the 
water. 

“It provides a definite get-
away from my regular day-
to-day,” DePaz said. “Being 
in a cubicle five days a week 
compared to being on the lake, 
there are times where I find 
myself sitting there basking in 
the ambiance. I definitely look 
forward to going rowing.”

Despite working together 
only one day each week, Con-
don appreciates DePaz’s com-
mitment and enthusiasm for 
the sport.

“He’s got his physical lim-
itations. What I appreciate so 
much is his desire to improve,” 
Condon said. “He’s motivat-
ed, and it really inspires me to 
want to coach him better to get 
faster and improve his tech-
nique.” 

In March 2019, DePaz trav-

eled to Austin to compete in his 
first adaptive rowing event. Not 
knowing what to expect made 
him a bit anxious. However, 
he’s glad he took the plunge 
and now looks forward to his 
next regatta. 

“It was nerve-racking. After I 
finished, I didn’t do as well as 
I wanted, but it was a lesson 
you have to go through and an 
experience that expands you,” 
DePaz said. “You’re not go-
ing to know how much [it im-
pacts you]. I struggled with the 
[stroke] rate and other factors 
like rough waters and cold tem-
perature. But at the end of it, I 
was excited. My adrenaline was 
rushing. It was a great experi-
ence, and I will definitely want 
to do it much better the next 
time around.”

No one was prouder to see 
him complete his first compe-
tition than his coach. 

“It’s huge, because you don’t 
know what to expect. As a com-
petitor, you just have to do it,” 
Condon said. “He didn’t balk 
at the challenge. It was a chal-
lenge because of the weather 
conditions and the whole thing 

about competing. You’re in a 
boat by yourself. I just give him 
tons of credit for doing it and 
agreeing to do it. He did great. 
He learned from it, and he’ll do 
better next time I’m sure.”

When asked if he considers 
himself an inspiration for oth-
ers to give adaptive rowing a 
shot, DePaz offered a simple 
retort. 

“I’m just doing what Mary 
and the other rowers tell me. 
If a completely able person is 
inspired by me, then people 
with difficulties can be inspired 
too,” DePaz said. 

However, according to Con-
don, ‘Dre and other adaptive 
rowers are inspirations to any-
one, able-bodied or those with 
limitations. 

“I think ‘Dre is one of many 
rowers that have opened peo-
ples’ minds when it comes to 
the sport,” Condon said. “A lot 
of clubs don’t have adaptive 
rowing, so all the high school 
kids who are out there see 
them. It’s such a great example 
of what people do. It stretches 
their minds to accept all kinds 
of people in rowing.”

ing hope. It’s a lot of emotions.
“I think we all start to iden-

tify with people in those sit-
uations. When you hear the 
statistics, you don’t see the face 
and you don’t hear what’s hap-
pened. I think it’s so important 
to hear from someone who has 
been there and who’s been able 
to get out and find hope and 
healing.”

By Arden Terry
Irving—AAA-Texas and the 
Irving Parks and Recreation 
Department teamed up to host 
a Teen Driver Safety luncheon at 
the Lively Pointe Youth Center 
on Saturday, Oct. 23. The pur-
pose of the event was to educate 
local teenagers and their par-
ents about the dangers a young 
inexperienced driver could face 
while driving.

Several speakers from or-
ganizations like Allie’s Way, 
MADD, and AAA-Texas of-
fered presentations on topics 
like the importance of seatbelt 
safety, the dangers of distract-
ed driving and driving while 
under the influence.

“We do try to offer some ed-
ucational opportunities and 
leadership opportunities for all 
the teens in Irving,” Patty Dan-
ko, center supervisor for Live-
ly Pointe Youth Center, said. 
“We’ve been partnering with 
AAA-Texas for probably about 
eight years now, and have a 
great working relationship 
with AAA-Texas by offering 
some driver education courses 
for them as well as this Teen 
Driver Safety Fair.

“Unfortunately this year it’s 
a little scaled back, because 
we’re still dealing with some 
restrictions from the pandem-
ic; but we’re happy to offer a 
day, luncheon, some speakers, 
some great information, and 
information from victims of 
distracted driving.”

Recreation center hosts 
Teen Driver Safety Fair

Danko talked about the his-
tory of the Teen Driver Safety 
Fair.

“I and the gentleman at the 
time who was the media rela-
tions coordinator for AAA-Tex-
as, met,” Danko said. “He was 
looking to offer something for 
teens, and because we are a 
youth center, he really wanted 
to partner with us and try and 
get the word out on safe driving 
to as many teens and youth in 
Irving as possible. We’ve been 
working with them ever since.”

“We’re trying to keep ev-
eryone safe on the roads and 
prevent loss of life and injury,” 
Kara Thorp, a AAA public af-
fairs specialist, said. 

Annette French, an Irving 
resident, brought her nephew 
Melvin French to the luncheon.

“I heard about this [event] 
and I have a nephew,” French 
said. “He’s coming of age where 
he’s working, going to school 

and about to graduate. He 
needs to learn about how other 
drivers are on the road besides 
teen drivers, and to be aware of 
circumstances that are out of 
your control, and how to con-
trol the vehicle when you’re in 
it. At my age, I’m always learn-
ing something new. I’m partic-
ularly interested in the trauma 
nurse’s talk on how accidents 
can impair and have devastat-
ing reactions and results from 
crashes.”

“Putting a seatbelt on is im-
portant when you’re driving, 
because you can get in a wreck 
or take somebody’s life,” Mel-
vin, 18 years old, said. “Teenag-
ers should not drink and drive 
or use marijuana.”

“I didn’t know not wearing 
your seatbelt could impact 
your life as much as it could,” 
Kynnedie Alexander, 16 years 
old, said.
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TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Stella
2. Four
3. Africa
4. Donna Summer
5. Hawaii, Iolani Palace
6. 11, with Juneteenth as 

the most recent addition, 
and 12 every four years, 
with Inauguration Day in 
Washington, D.C. only.

7. Two, Phobos and Dei-
mos

8. “Easy Rider”
9. Calcium, phosphorus 

and magnesium
10. “Peanuts”

ANSWER KEYS

Story idea? Let us know!

* “Need a new look for a fa-
vorite sweater? Change out 
your buttons. It’s such a small 
thing, but makes a big change 
in look!” -- E.L. in Massachu-
setts

* Experts say to always crack 
your egg on a flat surface, rath-
er than using the edge of a 
counter or bowl. More egg-tas-
tic advice is to crack eggs into 
a small bowl instead of directly 
into ingredients. If you have a 
sneaky “bad egg” in your doz-
en, it’s better to find out before 
you ruin your baking.

* “I love to search for reci-
pes online, and I have learned 
to pay attention to the com-
ments section. You’ll find a lot 
of explanation and frequently 

1. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of Jay’s dog in “Mod-
ern Family”?

2. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many pecks are in a bushel?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
continent has regions in all 
four hemispheres of Earth -- 
north, south, east and west?

4. MUSIC: Which singer is 
known as the Queen of Disco?

5. U.S. STATES: Which state 
has the only royal palace in the 
United States?

6. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: How many federal 
holidays are recognized by the 
United States?

7. ASTRONOMY: How many 
moons does Mars have?

8. MOVIES: Which iconic 

What is Thanksgiving going 
to look like this year? That’s a 
big question, and many of us 
don’t have the answers yet.

Part of it depends on wheth-

Turkey
or Ham?

er we’re still the ones cooking 
the turkey or whether that par-
ticular baton was passed years 
ago.

Part of it depends on wheth-
er we’re close enough to rela-
tives that they can drive over or 
whether somebody would be 
required to board a plane.

Part of it depends on wheth-
er anyone present has a pre-ex-
isting condition that would 
make COVID especially risky.

I’ve done an informal poll of 
those around me and scattered 
across the country. One person 
has flatly stated that his fami-
ly will all be present with the 
triple garage turned into a big 
dining room. Another said it 
will be a repeat of last year with 
everyone in their own home 
with online meeting software 
running during dinner. Anoth-
er is delivering a turkey dinner 
to her mother. Yet another is 
taking his parents out to a fan-

cy buffet.
Some say it all depends on 

whether everyone in the group 
has been vaccinated. Some 
don’t want to take the shot. 
Many refuse to be around those 
who didn’t take the shot. A few 
are leery of small children who 
aren’t eligible for the shot, but 
who are in school with others 
whose parents might or might 
not have gotten vaccinated. 
Or maybe there’s a teen who’s 
been released from home pris-
on, as they’re calling it, and 
might or might not have been 
socially distancing from pals or 
wearing a mask, which might 
or might not work anyway. 
Then there’s the wee matter of 
breathing used air on planes 
and whether we’re sitting next 
to someone who sneaks off his 
mask when the stewardesses 
aren’t looking.

It gets complicated, this 
business of calculating how to 
handle Thanksgiving. The big-
gest debate used to be: turkey 
or ham?

movie has the tagline, “A man 
went looking for America, and 
he couldn’t find it anywhere”?

9. FOOD & DRINK: Which 
minerals are found abundantly 
in dairy products?

10. COMICS: Which 
long-running comic strip de-
veloped from a weekly panel 
titled “L’il Folks”?

a tweak that many people have 
found successful. Comments 
have saved me from oversalt-
ing a dish, as well as making 
necessary adjustments in tem-
perature and cooking time. I 
have found complicated tech-
niques broken down in ways 
that were helpful. It pays to 
check out the comments!” -- 
W.G. in Missouri

* Attention salad eaters: Got 
a thick dressing that’s high in 
fat? Rinse lettuce before dress-
ing your salad. Wet or moist 
lettuce traps less dressing. If 
your dressing is light, give sal-
ad greens an extra spin. Drier 
lettuce holds on to dressing, 
making lightly dressed salad 
more flavorful.

* Another great use for bak-
ing soda: Add a cup or two to 
your toilet bowl. Swish and let 
sit for 1-2 hours. Flush for odor 
control and shine.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.
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Veterans are victims of cy-
bercrimes at a much higher 
rate than civilians. And it’s 
not just veterans, included are 
military spouses, survivors, 
active-duty personnel and our 
families. This is no doubt be-
cause of our benefits and the 
goodies to be had after stealing 
from us. 

To tackle the problem, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
is stepping in and partnering 
with outside groups like the Cy-
bercrime Support Network (cy-
bercrimesupport.org), whose 
motto is Recognize, Report and 
Recover. It’s about time ... over 
the past five years, veterans 
have reported cybercrime loss-
es of more than $420 million.

The CSN’s mix of initiatives 
includes ScamSpotter (ScamS-
potter.org), with practical con-
sumer advice about how to spot 
and avoid fraud and scams.

Especially for us is Fight 
Cybercrime (fightcybercrime.
org/military). Its crime-fight-
ing partners are pretty impres-
sive, and include the Disabled 
American Veterans and Army 
Emergency Relief. Look over 
the site for a resource library 

Cybercriminals 
Have Vets in 
Their Sights

* In Italy, pizza inspectors 
are hired by the government 
to ensure that restaurants are 
making their pizza at “Italian 
quality.”

* The cables of the Golden 
Gate Bridge contain a whop-
ping 80,000 miles of steel wire.

* Ray Bradbury wrote the 
first draft of “Fahrenheit 451” 
on coin-operated typewriters 
in the basement of a library at 
a cost of 10 cents for every 30 
minutes. The first draft cost 
him a total of $9.80.

* The straw was invented by 
Egyptian brewers to taste beer 
without removing the ferment-
ing ingredients that floated on 
top of the container.

* James Christopher Har-
rison is an Australian blood 
donor whose rare plasma 
composition has helped in the 
treatment of Rhesus disease. 
In May 2018, he made his final 
donation (1,173rd) at the age of 
81 after having saved 2.4 mil-
lion babies during his lifetime 
as a donor.

* No, alcohol doesn’t kill 
brain cells -- it just makes them 
grow more slowly.

* In 2009, the Wisconsin 
Tourism Federation changed 
its name to the Tourism Feder-
ation of Wisconsin because, in 
the 30 years since its founding, 
the abbreviation “WTF” took 
on new meaning.

* Months that begin on a 
Sunday will always have a Fri-
day the 13th.

* Not that you’d ever want to 
swim in it, but the average per-
son’s body produces enough 
saliva in their lifetime to fill two 
swimming pools.

* Plants grow larger and 
more quickly when watered 
with warm water.

* In late 2020, a North Kore-
an gymnast defected to South 
Korea by vaulting himself over 
the 3-meter-high border barri-
cades without triggering sen-
sors.

* Newborn babies cry, but 
they have no tears. Their tear 
ducts aren’t formed until they 
are a month old.

for us, law enforcement and 
businesses. Interesting topics 
include how to reduce your risk 
of ransomware, determining if 
a text message is fake or real, 
being safe in online gaming 
and even a pre-vacation check-
list. 

A recent Fight Cybercrime 
webinar touched home for 
many of us: How to keep your 
business information safe 
when you’re working from 
home and sharing your online 
connection with children. Past 
webinars are worth watching 
as well: staying safe on social 
media, avoiding a scam from a 
government tax imposter, and 
COVID scams, which seem to 
be everywhere.

So, we have the tools. The 
information and resources are 
out there. But we need to take 
advantage of all that’s offered 
to avoid becoming another cy-
bercrime statistic.

One of the biggest problems 
with cybercrime is that we 
don’t always report it. We’re 
embarrassed because we 
thought we couldn’t be fooled 
... until we are. Do your part. If 
you get scammed, report it. 

By Stephen Hunt
Coppell—The COVID-19 pan-
demic has increased public 
discussion on the importance of 
mental health. Chris Guzniczak, 
a licensed professional coun-
selor in Flower Mound, spoke 
about anxiety and stress at the 
Cozby Library in Coppell on 
Thursday, Oct. 7. 

Guzniczak discussed the 
three responses to anxiety. The 
first response can be distrac-
tion, healthy and unhealthy 
ways to divert one’s attention 
from anxiety. 

“There’s a lot of healthy 
ways to do that, coping strat-
egies like grounding, mind-
fulness, breathing, prayer, 
work, school, and exercise,” 
Guzniczak said. “Then, there 
are unhealthy distractions like 
bad relationships. Distraction 
is like a Band-Aid. It can be 
very effective, and it can help, 
but you’re really not fixing any-
thing.”

Suppression is the second 
response to anxiety, where 
individuals keep themselves 
from feeling those emotions. 
A healthy way to suppress 
anxiety is through medication, 
while an unhealthy method 
is using illegal substances to 
tamp down those feelings. 

Finally, those experiencing 
anxiety can work to under-
stand why they are experienc-
ing those feelings by delving 
deep into situations where 
they feel anxious, processing 
the information and working 
on ways to overcome those 
feelings. Understandably, this 
is not an easy process, but one 
that someone feeling anxiety 
eventually must undertake if 
they are to successfully come to 
terms with it. 

Guzniczak discussed an al-
ternate perspective on anxiety. 

“It’s powerful to take a mo-
ment and try to understand, 
‘Why am I anxious?’ What does 
it say about me, that I feel this 
way?” Guzniczak asked. “What 
does it say about me that’s real-
ly positive?

Adult mental health 
remains a priority

“Anxiety may have you 
thinking through all the dif-
ferent scenarios. Anxiety is a 
very protective emotion. It’s 
thinking through all the risks. 
It helps you focus on what you 
should be focused on. It helps 
me prepare for the worst.

“Anxiety says you care about 
something bigger than your-
self. It’s pretty powerful. Anx-
iety doesn’t point to what’s 
wrong with you; it actually 
points to all the things that are 
great about you.”

Trying to push down anxiety 
in effect piles additional anxi-
ety atop the original anxiety.

“Next time you have [a panic 
attack], tell everybody around 
you,” Guzniczak said. “Explain 
you’re having an anxiety attack 
right now. It literally will cut 
that attack down dramatical-
ly, because that’s what gives it 
teeth. We don’t want to get rid 
of the anxiety, just dial it back. 
That’s a little more doable.”

Perfectionism is the mis-
guided belief that someone 
must be perfect and cannot 
make mistakes to be accepted 
and loved by others. 

“Stress comes from expec-
tations, either expectations 
from myself or expectations of 
others, but expectations that 
have to be met create stress,” 
Guzniczak said. “Perfection-
ism literally keeps it from hap-
pening. Connection is created 
through vulnerability, being 
yourself and being real. That’s 
the opposite of being perfect.”

Cognitive distortions twist 
the truth in someone’s head to 
make anxiety worse. Examples 
of these include all-or-nothing 
thinking (everything is bad 

or good), overgeneralization, 
mental filter, jumping to con-
clusions (mind reading, for-
tune telling), magnification, 
should statements, and label-
ing. 

“Should statements are bad 
because they’re very judgmen-
tal,” Guzniczak said. “Toward 
the self, you’re judging yourself 
for stuff. Toward others, you’re 
judging others. Making things 
even worse is what you’re do-
ing.”

He also offered a simple rule 
to implement when magnifica-
tion, making a problem bigger 
than actual size, is an issue. 

“Use the one day, one week, 
one year rule,” Guzniczak said. 
“In one day, is that going to 
matter to you? What about one 
week? What about one year?”

Exposure therapy is where 
the person experiencing the 
anxiety is exposed to those sit-
uations for as long as they can 
endure with the goal of mini-
mizing their anxiety level. 

“Anxiety isn’t necessarily 
all bad,” Guzniczak said. “The 
problem is the avoidant behav-
ior it creates. Exposure therapy 
is trying to figure out what gets 
you really anxious or stressed 
and getting you into that situ-
ation as long as you can do it. 
The good thing about exposure 
therapy is even though it’s in-
credibly uncomfortable, it can-
not hurt you. It’s not danger-
ous; it’s not unsafe.

“The world doesn’t cre-
ate meaning in my life, I do. 
Thoughts create our emotions, 
but we have to believe in them. 
This is about changing the way 
you really believe things and 
trying to disprove them.”

the armpit of the DFW metro-
plex area. I grew up with that. 
We’ve always gone everywhere 
else to do things.

“We’re gonna provide a dif-
ferent, budget-minded family 
a place to come stay, relax, and 
have a great time. More im-
portantly, we’re giving our cit-
izens, finally, a place to go eat, 
have choices in Grand Prairie, 
so I couldn’t be more excited. 

“Our citizens have been giv-
en choices,” Jensen said. “You 
can get to anywhere you want 
to go living in Grand Prairie in 
30 minutes: you get to the air-
port, you get to downtown Dal-
las, the family in Fort Worth. 
You get everywhere in 30 min-
utes.”

Jensen said the land for 
Epic Central was purchased 30 
years ago by its district’s Coun-
cilman Richard Fregoe.

Marty Wieder, Grand Prai-
rie’s director of economic 
development, said the entire 
foundation of Epic Central was 
a risk.

“When our brave Council 
reached out and bought the 
land, we didn’t even know if the 
President George Bush Turn-
pike [that drives Epic Central’s 
location] was funded,” Wieder 
said. 

“We’re right in the middle 
of so much in this region. You 
could come and almost have a 
cruise ship on this land. [With 
the hotel center] you could 
have a nice place to stay, enjoy 
the things we have here, go to 
Epic Waters, go to Bolder [Ad-
venture Park], check out some 
of the other things we’ve got 
over on another day. Then go 
catch a Cowboy game, or go 
into Arlington, or go to Dallas 
and see the Mavericks play, or 
go to the Sixth Floor Museum.

“The city has been working 
hard to get to this point. I think 
one of the nicest things is to see 
the private investment. Like 

Bolder Adventure Park, Chick-
en N Pickle, the new restau-
rant spaces. We’ve got major 
employers all around here,” he 
said.

“I get beat up,” Jensen said. 
“The owners of this land and 
us know this land is valuable. 
It’s gonna develop. Texas is 
a favorable place to live. The 
DFW area is a favorable place 
to live. Grand Prairie is a fa-
vorable place to live. You don’t 
want to move to a place that’s 
not favorable, nobody does. 
Nobody. That’s what the job is: 
to make it favorable and keep it 
that way.

“When I was elected, my 
main goal was to bring things 
to Grand Prairie we didn’t 
have, and that wasn’t hard, 
because we didn’t have much. 
I got excited about every an-
nouncement.

“I can go to Dallas and Ar-
lington and Fort Worth, but 
I don’t have to go. I love Tex-
as Live, but if I want to hear a 
band, I’ll be able to go to our 
food hall and listen to bands. 
I don’t have to go somewhere 
else. I can go, but I don’t have 
to go. That’s a big difference.”

“You’ve got to dance with 
the ones who brung you, like 
Texas coach Darrell Royal used 
to say,” Wieder said. “There’s 
so much truth in that. We’ve 
got to take care of the people 
that had the initial vision, and 
the citizens who have made it 
come about. Who have shown 
their willingness to commit to 
something like this. They’ll al-
ways be on the forefront, at the 
front of our mind.”

In December, Chicken N 
Pickle will open in Epic Central. 
Chicken N Pickle is a 77,000 
square foot, indoor/outdoor 
entertainment complex cen-
tered around pickleball, offer-
ing a variety of games, and a 
casual, chef-driven restaurant 
and sports bar. 

To advertise your business or event in the Rambler, 
please contact 972-870-1992 or design@ramblernewspapers.net
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AIR SHOW
Continued from Page 1

By Stacey Doud
Irving—Dallas College’s North 
Lake Campus recently took 
steps toward beautifying the 
college grounds. 

One of these steps included 
installing a large mural on the 
side of the G Building, which 
contains the art studio class-
rooms where the mural’s paint-
er, Art Professor Brett Dyer, 
teaches.

“This project started about 
six years ago,” Dyer said. “I 
won a competition in Deep 
Ellum in 2015. I was one of 42 
artists who were selected to 
paint murals downtown. The 
piece selected for me to paint 
was a piece I’d made for a fac-
ulty show at North Lake. 

“The college president just 
casually said, ‘It would be nice 
to have one at the North Lake 
Campus, too,’ like she hoped 
that someday I’d paint one 
there. I did the mural in Deep 
Ellum and then was asked to 
do one at the YMCA in Irving, 
which is now closed, unfortu-
nately. “We had a meeting at 
North Lake around 2015 for 
campus beautification, and we 
were talking about a 10-year 
plan of revamping the campus. 
Someone mentioned it would 
be nice if we had murals that 
would help students [find their 
classroom buildings]. 

“I decided I wanted to go 

Art professor brings beauty to campus
ahead and say I would do it. 
Our vice president of Business 
Services at the time, who is 
now the president of Eastfield 
Campus of Dallas College, said, 
‘Can we afford you?’ I told 
them if they bought the paint, 
it would be an honor to paint 
the mural.

“I didn’t realize how serious 
they were,” Dyer said. “Maybe 
a year or two later, they asked 
me to submit six images of my 
work along with some of my 
favorite walls around campus 
that I was considering [for the 
mural]. Then I started working 
with Facilities Management. 
They helped me put together 
a PowerPoint with the images 
Photoshopped onto different 
walls. 

“It was interesting to see how 
[the murals] looked [on differ-
ent walls] without having to 
physically paint them. I think 
there were probably five or six 
different walls we submitted, 
and probably five or six differ-
ent pieces of art we did a mock-
up up of.

“About four years went by, 
then I heard my work called, 
‘The Proof is in the Flowers’ 
was selected. They wanted it 
for a big wall on the G Build-
ing,” Dyer said. “I was shocked 
because that [wall] was my 
favorite. It’s right there in the 
center of the school. It’s also 

in the building I teach in, and 
it is also probably the biggest 
wall on campus that is one big 
flat plane. I thought this was 
perfect. 

“‘The Proof is in the Flowers’ 
was also one of the paintings 
I hoped would get picked, be-
cause one of the things I love 
about our campus is the beau-
tiful landscaping. We always 
have a bunch of flowers bloom-
ing all throughout the year.”

The project had some un-
usual hiccups along the way, 
including a global pandemic.

“I was going to start during 
the Spring Break that COVID 
hit, so the project got put on 
hold until Spring Break of this 

to keep [airport] businesses 
up and operational during the 
show.

“Certain performers have a 
requirement to have a sterile 
environment. You can’t neces-
sarily throw people out of their 
buildings and tell them to stop 
the operation of their multimil-
lion-dollar company [because 
of the air show.] The driving 
event was successful. COVID 
mandates just coincided with 
that.

“This year, we went in with 
the mindset we have to rec-
ognize the people who want 
a more traditional show, and 
we can make that happen. We 
incorporated a ‘Landing Zone,’ 
which is the one-and-a-half-
acre area that allows people to 
come on site and interact with 
exhibitors,” Carey said. “All of 

our parking lots are grass, but 
we do have an area we’ve iden-
tified for an activity area. Our 
motto is ‘Bigger, Better, Differ-
ent.’

“Being here near the car is 
better for us in a way,” said Ir-
ving resident Andrea Johnson, 
who saw the show with her two 
young children. “I can take the 
kids to get hot dogs or whatev-
er because [the concessions] 
are so close. Plus, I don’t have 
to run around chasing them. 
They are glued to the sky.”

James Dooley from Grand 
Prairie is an air show veteran. 

“I’ve been to shows all over 
Texas,” Dooley said. “I love tak-
ing photos of the demo teams. 
It would be nice to be closer 
to them, but this isn’t bad. I 
brought my long-range lens 
and some snacks, so I am hap-

py where I am.”
“The top two air show indus-

try draws for the public are the 
demo teams, which are your 
Blue Angels and Thunder-
birds,” Carey said. “The second 
are the static planes you can 
touch and feel. Some people 
are not interested in coming to 
the show to watch from their 
car. They want the static stuff, 
and so we’re trying to provide 
that. 

“We have to be a little bit 
more creative for this. We only 
have one static aircraft this 
year, which is an OH-60 he-
licopter from the Fort Worth 
Aviation Museum. We still have 
a strong desire for the commu-
nity to come out and watch the 
show and enjoy time outdoors 
with their family. Whether it’s 
a picnic or they choose to go to 
our landing zone, and we try to 
meet their expectations.” 

Air shows across the country 
try to inspire young people to 
go into the industry.

“Our passion is to inspire 
children to choose a career in 
aviation,” Carey said. “We ac-
tually hosted 600 students yes-
terday [Oct. 22] for our Friday 
practice day. 

“In addition to that, we had 
some students here from the 
Upward Bound program out of 
Arkansas who [rode] here on 
a bus to watch the show. We 
invited them to our performer 
brief [Oct. 23.] They’re high 
school seniors. We’re hoping 
we can inspire them to go into 
aviation, whether it’s to be a 
pilot or an airshow director. 
There are so many different av-
enues that are aviation related 
they have an opportunity for in 
the future.” 

year in March 2021,” Dyer said. 
“They gave me the green light 
and let me start even though 
the campus was technically 
closed. My friend and col-
league, Professor Allison Gilles, 
offered to help. 

“[When classes resumed], in 
addition to teaching and all the 
other stuff I was doing, I start-
ed going up there whenever I 
could. Allison came up there 
on the days she could help. We 
got the background knocked 
out and all of the solid colors 
laid out. The last two weeks I 
worked on it were in July. I was 
working on it by myself at the 
end to put on all the finishing 

details and everything while 
teaching summer classes.

“The title, ‘The Proof is in 
the Flowers’ on the original 
painting came from me grow-
ing up on a rural farm in East 
Texas. Sometimes, whenever 
my world seemed too big or 
too complex, and I would have 
doubts about different things, 
nature would soothe me. I 
would always see something 
that reminded me there’s so 
much more to life and every-
thing’s connected. “Whenev-
er a student comes to class 
on campus, they’re starting 
this whole new adventure. It’s 
something that’s going to grow. 

I hope whatever anybody’s 
feeling as they’re on campus, 
the mural gives them hope and 
makes them smile.”

“[The mural] makes me feel 
happy and almost joyful. It 
makes me think, ‘Alright, I’m 
going to have a good day here,’” 
said Crystal Santillo, who is in 
Dyer’s class. “I want to meet 
wonderful people, and this is 
the environment for that and 
for that feeling.”

“I’m thinking of becoming 
a high school level art teach-
er and maybe a tattoo artist,” 
student Bianca Garcia said. 
“[The mural] makes me feel 
a little more at ease, because 
I get stressed a lot, so having 
something calming on the wall 
outside of the building is really 
nice.”

Little did Dyer know at the 
time, his part of the beautifica-
tion process was not over.

“I was told [the President’s 
Team] wanted me to do a sec-
ond [mural] on the P Building,” 
Dyer said. “I’ll probably be 
starting within the next year or 
two. I need a little break while 
teaching face-to-face this fall. 
They’ve ordered the paint, and 
I got to pick all the colors and 
everything. [The work] is called 
‘Metamorphosis,’ and will use a 
butterfly theme. I hope this one 
will be uplifting as well.”

By Grace Reyes
Irving—The Great Hearts of Ir-
ving school hosted their annual 
fall festival at their lower school 
campus on Saturday, Oct. 23.

“We are raising money for 
our Parents Service Organiza-
tion (PSO) so we can support 
the needs of the school through 
the rest of the school year,” 
Amanda Nicholls, president of 
the PSO, said.

The event helps support the 
school. Many students and 
parents attended the event, but 
other community members 
were welcomed too. 

“We appreciate that our 
grade level parents sponsored 
each area, especially in our 
lower school. We wouldn’t 
have been able to do this event 
without the support of our par-
ents,” Nicholls said. 

The festival offered multiple 
games and activities. 

“We have a midway games 
area, a life-size chessboard, a 
petting farm, a teacher des-
sert auction, lots of concession 
sales, rock painting, and pump-
kin decorating,” Nicholls said. 
“Also, various organizations 
from the school have a chance 
to sell their items to support 
their area as well.”

“The athletic department 
helps us with our concessions 
area. Our spirits store is help-
ing. Our juniors and seniors 
are selling Bundt cakes for the 
fundraiser too.”

Great Hearts school 
presents fall festival

Great Hearts is a charter 
school that teaches classical 
curriculum. 

“This is a great way of com-
ing together as a community 
and enjoying the virtues of 
truth, beauty and goodness 
that we focus on every day in 
the classroom in a little differ-
ent way,” Nicholls said.

“All of our curriculum is 
based on the Western tradi-
tions, and being a liberal arts 
school means we focus on not 
only academics, but also on the 
moral and virtuous upbringing 
of the whole student,” Marcy 
Finn, headmaster at the lower 
school, said. “We work on ac-
ademics, and we also work on 
virtue.

“The base of the curriculum 

comes from those ideas. It’s 
timeless and that’s what we’re 
expressing to our students.” 

“We are teaching children 
to think,” Finn said. “All of our 
education is based on a Socra-
tic approach. We’re teaching 
children to not just memorize 
their facts and regurgitate 
back, but we’re teaching them 
to understand the how and the 
why of mathematics. We’re 
teaching them to question 
things and to approach that 
with deep thought and not just 
surface level teaching.

“Not only are we follow-
ing state standards, but we go 
above and beyond, because the 
charter allows us to provide 
a more rigorous education,” 
Finn said. 

An inspector looks over one of the Blue Angels' Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornets. / Photo by John Starkey.
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Join us on campus or online
Classic Worship      9:30 a.m.
Modern Worship    11:00 a.m.
Spanish Worship     12:30 p.m.

online streaming: facebook.com/OVBCIrving

A youngster tries his hand at the petting farm. / Photo by John Starkey.

Professors Brett Dyer and Allison Gilles complete "The Proof is in the Flowers." / Photo by Stacey Doud.


