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By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Diwali, the five-day 
“Festival of Lights” observed by 
Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and some 
Buddhists, is a time to celebrate 
peace, joy, and the triumph 
of good over evil. Diwali was 
celebrated in the BAPS Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir in Irving 
starting on Thursday, Nov. 4.

“It has been so nice to come 
out and see everybody cele-
brate,” BAPS spokesperson 
Rina Jariwala said. “People 
have been trickling through-
out the entire day [Friday]. It’s 
been nice to see the communi-
ty. I think we have an incredi-
ble turnout.

“Diwali is really the festival 
of lights, where we say good 
trumps evil from darkness to 
lightness. It’s a time of new be-
ginnings. It’s a time for family 
to come together and celebrate 
the ending of a year and the 
start of a new year together, 
cleansing themselves and get-
ting ready for what’s ahead.”

Diwali, which is derived 
from the Sanskrit word deep-
avali, means “rows of lighted 
lamps.” These small oil lamps 
called diyas make Diwali a fes-
tival of lights and symbolize the 
inner light protecting those cel-
ebrating from spiritual dark-
ness. Candles can also be used 
to create light. 

The Diwali celebration in 
welcomed everyone. 

Members of the Irving Police 

By Arden Terry
Coppell—The Biodiversity Ed-
ucation Center (BEC) hosted 
their annual Fall Frolic event on 
Saturday, Nov. 6. 

Fall Frolic offered four sta-
tions scattered around the 
park, and each station repre-
sented a different season. At 
the stations, volunteers educat-
ed guests on how the seasons 
impact plant life and animal 
behavior. The stations also of-
fered different crafts.

“[Fall Frolic] is actually my 
big event of the year,” BEC co-
ordinator Maria Reed said. “It’s 
a chance for us to invite people 
to the nature park to learn a lit-
tle about fall. This year we are 
focusing on the four seasons.

“The Biodiversity Education 
Center is actually a grassroots 
project. Coppell citizens decid-
ed [they] would love to have 
a nature park. It took some 

By Stacey Doud
Irving—Members of the facul-
ty, alumni, and students of the 
University of Dallas visited 40 
homes in the Irving community 
to provide services for residents 
in need on Nov. 6. 

About 200 people came 
out for the inaugural “The Big 
Event” service project to join 
teams of five to seven. 

“On one job, we had UD 
students and a faculty mem-
ber working together,” Aubrey 
Wieberg, leadership director of 
The Big Event, said. “Students 

UD gives back to local community
of all different ages volun-
teered, so there are four grades 
represented. Then there are 
faculty and all kinds of diversi-
ty. It was actually the most di-
verse event we’ve had on cam-
pus so far.

“There was a group wall-
papering in a home who had 
never done any wallpapering 
before. They watched YouTube 
videos as they worked and got 
it done. Then there was a group 
fixing a column on a resident’s 
front porch that was off center. 
There was one home where 

the weeds were ridiculously 
high. Our dean of students, 
Dr. Greg Roper, brought his 
lawnmower in the back of his 
Camry and drove all the way 
out to the home and mowed 
the lady’s front and back lawn. 
Then came right back to UD to 
attend a lecture.

“One team moved a koi 
pond. One of our teams built 
a trampoline. Another team, 
who hasn’t made it back yet, 
are moving rocks from one part 

Peace and joy celebrated 
through Diwali festival

and Fire Departments were 
joined by local dignitaries like 
Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer, 
Chief of Police Jeff Spivey, Ir-
ving Fire Chief Victor Conley, 
and City Councilman Mark 
Zeske.

“What’s amazing is to be 
here at BAPS and see the tra-
ditions that have been going 
on for years, being able to 
celebrate with them and start 
their new year,” Stopfer said. 
“Seeing them come together as 
a congregation and family, it’s 
heartwarming to see the kids 

and everyone. 
“They’ve always been really 

open and welcoming to people 
across the city. They’ve always 
been huge supporters of the 
city. To be here, see them hap-
py, be able to talk to them and 
share their joy is very heart-
warming. You see the police, 
fire here and other members 
of the community, they really 
welcome us. It’s interesting to 
be part of this tradition.”

This was Zeske’s first Diwali. 

Families learn about
nature through Fall Frolic

funding and some collabora-
tion between a partner group, 
the Friends of Coppell Nature 
Park, and the city. In 2014 we 
opened up our doors, and we 
have been growing our pro-
grams ever since.

“We try to offer educational 
programs to all ages. We have 
adult classes about gardening, 
and we offer family friendly 
events like Fall Frolic and Trail 
Days. We offer programs for 
scouts, and we offer things for 
field trips. We try to offer as 
much educational opportuni-
ties about nature as possible to 
our guests and our visitors.” 

“There are a bunch of activ-
ities on the trails for people to 
participate in and learn more 
about the environment,” vol-
unteer Arya Katna said. “At this 
booth, we’re doing a scavenger 
hunt. People can find things in 
nature that are on the trails, 

and it’s a great way for people 
to interact with the environ-
ment and learn more about it.

“I think people are having 
fun interacting with the differ-
ent stations. At those [season] 
stations, we learn more about 
different types of trees and 
leaves. We also learned about 
different animals too.”

“I’m overwhelmed with how 
awesome [the Fall Frolic] is,” 
Shelby Thompson, member of 
the East Sustainability Group, 
said. “There are all different 
activities families can do and 
that is the reason we came. We 
wanted to bring our families to 
see all the activities [BEC] pro-
vides all the time.

“I think the hands on [ap-
proach] really helps children 
understand. I learned a lot 
about bird flight, bone density, 

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—The Muscular Dys-
trophy Association (MDA) 
hosted the Uncork a Cure 
Gala at the Irving Conven-
tion Center on Friday, Nov. 5. 
Guests raised over $600,000 
for muscular dystrophy re-
search and summer camps, 
even though the event was 
smaller than ones in the past. 
Pierce Marshall and his family 
host the event each year. 

“I have been actively in-
volved in this event, because 
my daughter was born with a 
form of muscular dystrophy,” 
Marshall said. “Unfortunately, 
the form of the dystrophy was 
terminal, and we lost her at 
seven months old. 

“I have been determined 
to help other families to keep 
them from going through 
what I have gone through. I 
am extremely proud that we 
have been working with this 
foundation for twenty years, 
and there are treatments 
developed now that would 
have saved my daughter.  
“We have been involved with 
research and fundraising. We 
have a lot of fun raffles, a silent 
auction, games, and a larger 
auction for us all to participate 

Gala supports 
Muscular Dystrophy
research and camps

in throughout the evening, plus 
good company, and a delicious 
meal.”  

Ed Baker volunteers for 
MDA events.

“Firefighters have been our 
largest supporters,” Baker said. 
“Through the ‘Fill the Boot’ 
program they have raised over 
$500,000 since this started. 
All of the departments who 
work with us are great, but the 
Irving department goes above 
and beyond. There are fire-
fighters who work at our sum-
mer camps and really touch the 
lives of these children. I always 
try to volunteer my time at this 
fundraiser to support Irving 
and the MDA.”

Dawn Huff and DeAnn 
Swinton helped launch the Un-
cork a Cure fundraiser.

“My son was told when he 
was diagnosed that he would 
not survive more than a few 
years,” Swinton said. “But 
with research and great doc-
tors, he is now 31 years old, 
went to college, has a job, 
has gotten married, and just 
had his first child. There has 
been so much progress, and 
things are so much better for 

Photo provided.

University of Dallas students brighten an Irving resident's day through their service. / Photo by Stacey Doud.
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

 Jacob Smiley Chavez  May 20, 1996 ~ Nov 2, 2021
Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313
 Charles Ray Page  July 9, 1948 ~ Oct 31, 2021
 Kenneth Williams  May 26, 1932 ~ Nov 5, 2021
 Doris Craven Naylor  Jan 25, 1937 ~ Nov 7, 2021
 Barbara Skelton  July 7, 1938 ~ Nov 7, 2021  
 Matilda Martin  Aug 17, 1923 ~ Nov 7, 2021

Life Tributes
Sylvia Irene Clark Hurt, 
94, of Irving, Texas, was 
called home to her Lord 
on November 8, 2021. 
Sylvia was born in 1927, the 
third of four children of Jes-
se Albert Clark and Mary 
Elizabeth Richardson Clark, 
late of Clarksville, Arkan-
sas.  In 1949, Sylvia mar-
ried her beloved husband 
Virgil E. Hurt, a World War 
II Veteran, also of Clarks-
ville.  They were separated 
only by his passing in 1998. 
She was preceded in death by 
her sister, Maggie F. Maze of 
Dallas,Texas, two brothers; 
Arthur H. Clark of Portales, 
New Mexico and James A. 
Clark of Clarksville, her niece 
Brenda J. Mann of Phoenix, 
Arizona and two nephews; 
Herman R. Clark of Tucum-
cari, New Mexico and Jack 
D. Clark of Clinton, Arkansas. 
Sylvia is survived by her 
sister-in-law, Joan Clark of 
Clarksville; her nieces and 
nephews include; Aaron and 
Sheila Clark of Coal Hill, Ar-
kansas, Cindy and Alan Mar-
tin of Clarksville, Rena and 
Don Baker of Russellville, 
Arkansas, Mary Morris of 
Dallas, Texas and Clark Jobe 
of Austin, Texas. She also 
has great nieces and nephews 
along with their spouses that 
are too numerous to recount.  
Sylvia worked in the supply 
division of Texas Instruments 
in Dallas until her retire-
ment.  She was also active in 
supporting Virgil’s work with 
the United Auto Workers Lo-
cal 816 in Dallas.  The Hurts 
enjoyed many friendships 

through their work and their 
community service. They also 
made lasting friendships with 
many kind neighbors over the 
years  while residing in Irving. 
Along with her husband Vir-
gil, Sylvia was a founding 
member of the Plymouth Park 
United Methodist Church 
in Irving.  She was active in 
the church throughout the 
years, and enjoyed the many 
friends that she made in that 
community of faith.  Those 
friends would prove to be 
angels-come-to-Earth as she 
faced the health challenges 
of her later life.  Her fami-
ly is deeply indebted to the 
many kindnesses shown to 
her by members of the church 
community over the years.  
Sylvia will be laid to rest with 
Virgil in the Oakland Memori-
al Cemetery in Clarksville.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
wishes to ask her friends to 
continue their work of help-
ing others, to commemorate 
the many kindnesses that her 
family and friends showered 
on her.

SYLVIA HURT

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Irving Arts Center 
is offering two new exhibitions, 
featuring artists Bob Nunn 
and Yikwon Peter Kim. The 
opening reception was held 
on Nov.6, and the exhibits, 
titled, “Bob Nunn: A Retro-
spective” and “Yikwon Peter 
Kim: Inevitable Progression 
III” remain available for viewing 
until Nov. 13.

Not only are Nunn and Kim 
sharing exhibit space, but they 
are very good friends as well. 
Kim was a student of Nunn’s 
during his time at the Univer-
sity of Dallas-Northlake.

Kim arrived in Irving from 
Seoul, Korea in 1985 and wan-
dered into the art gallery on 
the college’s campus and saw 
Nunn setting up for an exhibi-
tion. Even though there was a 
language barrier, the two men 
started chatting with a lot of 
gesturing involved.

“As we talked, he took the 
time to invite me to his class-
room and to see the work going 
on there,” Kim said. “He asked 
me about what art courses I 
might want to take, and before 
the end of our conversation, I 
had a job as his gallery assis-
tant.”

They continued their friend-

Artists’ exhibition crosses cultural boundaries
ship, and Kim still considers 
Nunn a mentor.

Nunn, who was born in Dal-
las in 1940, is well-known in 
the North Texas area. He has 
been a major influence on art-
ists in the DFW area for almost 
40 years.

“I work with all oil paints 
and linen,” Nunn said. “Almost 
all of it has to do with imagery 
I have saved somewhere [in my 
mind]. Sometimes I don’t know 
until after I’ve actually done the 
painting that I remember what 
it was I saw. I call it, ‘memories 
and make-believe.’

“Of course, I also work in se-
ries. Once the original painting 
is done in a series, I might do 
as many as 20 more pieces in 
that same series of work, using 
those same ideas, but chang-
ing color or changing form or 
changing size. I let it grow and 
see what it will become.

“With much of my work, I 
already have a rough idea. For 
a four-painting series, I had 
a couple of those canvases 
stretched, and I had a field trip 
with my students. I had shown 
what we’d gone through, yank-
ing stretcher bars and rabbit 
skin glue, and how to stretch 
canvas and gesso [a hard com-
pound of plaster of paris used 

in sculpture or as a base for 
painting on wood.] Then they 
said, ‘What’s next?’ And I said, 
‘Maybe it’s time to paint.’ 

“They asked me, ‘What do 
you do to paint?’ I said, ‘I used 
to do a cartoon or a drawing. 
I could do that very quickly, 
sketched out a kind of a land-
scape, or whatever the case is.’ 

Then that became the painting 
as in something that would 
start out with a few odd draw-
ings.”

In the smaller back exhibit 
space, Kim was greeted by pa-
trons. He explained the theme 
behind his ‘Inevitable Progres-
sion III’ series.

“This is a series of 16 I call a 

‘Sanctification of My Spiritual 
Life,’” Kim said. “I used to be 
selfish and fell away from my 
spiritual life. I started with the 
white palettes, and then I start-
ed to write with graphite. I do 
that, and then I kind of cover 
up with the paint, and then I 
drew right on top of it again, 
and covered it with more paint.

“I cut [shapes] out of the 
piece and sewed it back togeth-
er by hand. This was the final 
step of creating the pieces. This 
is in a way kind of a metaphor 
for pain, suffering, and things 
you did wrong. I kind of try to 
resolve that and to kind of heal 
it.

“The colors represent an-
guish, anxiety, depression, and 
disappointment. We’ve all fall-
en in faithfulness. I’m talking 
about [this] to myself and to 
my family; my closest relatives 
in Korea. In some of the pieces 
you will see my family’s names, 
including [someone that] has 
recently passed away. 

“Sometimes in life, you want 
to see the bigger picture,” Kim 
said. “I’m so blessed, and I 
am so thankful. Down there 
sometimes [looking at] the 
blue, some of the people feel 
cold and chills and loneliness. 
Or think about a deep ocean, 
which is blue and can become 
black and very cold.”

Later, Kim came into his 

part of the gallery for a presen-
tation.

“I don’t engage with any-
body in the public,’” Kim said. 
“I’m just doing my own thing. 
This [piece of plastic on the 
floor] marks the ritual I do. At 
the end, I bow. It is from my 
culture where you bow down 
three times.” 

Kim walked into the gallery 
and went from piece to piece, 
adding things with his graph-
ite tool, blending them into the 
existing art, and then bowed 
down three times in the Bud-
dhist tradition.

Marcie Inman is the director 
of Exhibitions and Education-
al Programs at the Irving Arts 
Center.

“Bob has been a huge pres-
ence and influence in the art 
community and in the art scene 
in the Dallas area for years and 
years,” Inman said. “I’ve been 
aware of Bob’s work for almost 
30 years at least by now, and 
we did a one person show of 
his back in 2003. He’s been in 
some other group shows, like 
our ‘Texas and Neighbors Re-
gional Juried Show’ and the 
‘Heart Connection Members 
Show.’

“[Kim] is a former student 
of a Bob’s and that’s how I met 
him. He came to visit me a few 
years ago while he was in town 
visiting Bob and other friends.”

DIWALI
Continued from Page 1

“The community’s really 
good for our city,” Zeske said. 
“They’re involved in helping 
out the poor.

“It’s a strong community. 
I think everybody would love 
to belong to a congregation 
or a church where they’re as 
spirited or have the strength 
of brotherhood they have out 
here. It’s really great.”

Diwali is a vibrant celebra-
tion where attendees of all ages 
dress in bright colors, enjoy 
food, interact with people and 
celebrate the coming year. 

One of the more interesting 
sights was the sand art display 
that featured a huge flower 
with vibrant-colored sand epit-
omizing the optimism Diwali 
symbolizes. 

On the second day, attend-
ees ventured into the temple’s 
main room to see sweets and 
gifts left for Lakshmi, the god-
dess of prosperity and wealth. 
At the top of each hour, an an-
nakut aarti was held, a ceremo-
ny featuring attendees swirling 
candles on a small tray to sym-
bolize the triumph of good by 

cleansing their souls of nega-
tivity from the previous year.

“The meaning of Diwali, it’s 
so incredible and so deep to 
every one of us. To be able to 
celebrate it this year, it means 

so much more to see people I 
haven’t seen in 19 months,” 
Jariwala said. “I used to see 
these people every Sunday be-
fore that.”

“You can see the smiles on 

the faces even with the masks 
on,” Stopfer said. “It brings 
our community back together. 
We’re social beings, and we 
like to be around people and be 
part of what’s going on.”

Staff report
Canada geese have returned 

to North Texas, so we took a 
few moments to learn a little 
about one of our most recog-
nizable migratory birds. 

Canada geese find mates 
when they’re around two years 
old, and pairs stay together for 
the rest of their lives (24 years 
on average).1

Some geese follow usual 
migration patterns, but large 
flocks have established perma-

nent residences as far south as 
Florida.

In the U.S., the Canada 
goose is the second-most dam-
aging bird for airplane strikes 
(turkey vultures are the most 
damaging). Most crashes and 
fatalities occur when a goose 
strikes an aircraft engine. The 
Canada goose is more danger-
ous to aircraft than most birds 
because of its large size, a ten-
dency to fly in flocks, and the 
ability to fly extremely high. 

Feathered friends return
They have been documented at 
heights up to 9 km (29,000 ft). 

By the early 20th century, 
overhunting and habitat loss 
lowered Canada goose num-
bers so significantly that the 
giant Canada goose subspe-
cies was believed to be extinct. 
In 1962, a small flock of giant 
Canada geese was discovered. 

Currently, the IUCN Red 
List categorizes the Canada 
goose as “least concern.” With 
the exception of the dusky 
Canada goose subspecies, pop-
ulation numbers continue to 
grow. 2

SOURCES
1 www.mentalfloss.com

2 www.thoughtco.com

Bob Nunn and Yikwon Peter Kim discuss their work. / Photo by Stacey Doud.

Photo provided.

Photos by John Starkey.
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EMPLOYMENT

(972) 870-1992 
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SNP Transformations, Inc. seeks an SAP Transformation Consultant 
to execute upgrades and enhance installations of databases. Perform 
database migrations and system copies as well as configure and trou-
bleshoot database environments. Consolidate SAP systems and build 
new SAP environments. Troubleshoot and resolve issues reported by 
the project teams on databases and systems. Provide technical deliv-
erables for SAP infrastructure projects to ensure business objectives 
are met. Perform technical administration over the SAP system to en-
sure continued functionality. Position requires a Bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science, Computer Engineering, Information Systems, or a 
related STEM field, and 3 years of experience with designing, installing, 
and managing SAP Netweaver, ERP, GRC, and Solution Manager.  Ex-
perience must include a minimum of: 2 years of experience with SAP 
HANA Database installation and administration; 2 years of experience 
with solution manager lifecycle installation and configuration; 2 years of 
experience with SAP system administration in transport management; 
2 years of experience with SAP Upgrade or OS / DB migration projects; 
1 year of experience with SAP Solution Manager 7.2 Installation and 
Administration, including CHARM, ITSM , E2E Analysis, Focus Build, 
BPM, and DVM; and 1 year of experience with DB2, Max DB, Oracle, 
SQL Server, and Sybase. Employer will permit telecommuting from var-
ious, unanticipated locations in the United States. Equal Opportunity 
Employer: SNP Transformations Inc. provides equal employment op-
portunities to all qualified applicants and employees without regards to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 
origin, age, protected veteran status, or disability status. Job Location: 
Irving, TX.  Employer will permit telecommuting from various, unan-
ticipated locations in the United States.  To apply, please visit https://
snptransformationsinc.applytojob.com/apply/C9c7DNf1Cs/SAP-Trans-
formation-Consultant 

Data Scientists, Frisco, TX: Mathematical modeling & optimization in 
the supply chain network domain. Collaborate with business & clients to 
extract the data, ensure completeness of the data to execute the analy-
sis. Travel 10% for client meetings. Send res to: Antuit, Inc. (DBA antuit.
ai) 2600 Dallas Pkwy, Ste. 340, Frisco, TX 75034.

FleetPride, Inc. seeks Sr. Supply Chain Analyst in Irving, TX. Provide 
analytic support for supply chain, inventory, and network optimization 
planning. MS in Supply
Chain or Logistics Engineering or related and 2 years of exp. Apply: 
https://www.fleetpride.com/careers/  

Atos Syntel Inc. has 11 positions available in Irving, TX.
All positions listed can work remotely or telecommute. Travel required 
up to 100% at various unanticipated client sites in U.S. for all listed 
positions.
Engagement Director - Healthcare. Drive overall client relation, reve-
nue grow, profit, & expansion of the client engagements. BS in IT, Buss 
Admin, or rel. 8 yrs exp in healthcare industry, or rel. Alt Req: No de-
gree & 10 yrs exp in healthcare industry, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID 
OGL100.
Project Manager. Manages stakeholder partnerships & mitigates risks. 
BS in CS, Engg(any), IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys, or rel. 
Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL101.
Enterprise Security Architect. Assess in place sys architecture, work 
w tech staff to recommend solutions to improve security posture & prov 
supervision & guide deve teams. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp design & 
deve info sys, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL102.
Senior Software Engineer. Design, deve & deploy future ready 
On-premise & Cloud based solutions. BS in CS, CIS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs 
exp design & deve info sys, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL103.
Technical Lead. Suggest best integration solutions to project stake-
holders by deve integrations between business apps. BS in CS, IT, 
Engg (any) or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys, or rel. Other exp 
reqd. Job ID OGL104.
Senior DevOps Engineer. Develop, maintain & improve CI/CD pipe-
lines. BS in CS, IT, Engg (any) or rel. 5 yrs exp in IT. Other exp reqd. 
ID OGL105.
Senior Informatica Developer. Design and implement ETL/ELT solu-
tions. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 7 yrs exp in Data Warehousing or rel. Job ID 
OGL106.
Software Engineer. Work on data encryption, tokenization, & key 
mgmt services. BS in CS, Engg (any), Info Sys, Buss Admin, or rel. 6 
yrs exp in IT, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL107.
Technical Lead. Manage proj invol tech such as JAVA & J2EE. BS in 
CS, IT, or rel. 7 yrs exp design & deve info sys using Java & J2EE tech, 
or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL108.
Data Modeler/Data Scientist/Master Data Designer. Implement Data 
Warehousing & Business Intelligence Info Mgmt Sys. BS in CS, IT, or 
rel. 5 yrs exp Financial Services IT deve data solutions, or rel. Other exp 
reqd. Job ID OGL109.
Software Developer. Consistently create optimal designs adhering to 
architectural best practices. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve 
info sys, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL110.
To apply: Email resume to sneha.alour@atos.net. Include Job ID for 
desired position in subject. 

Coppell

LEGAL

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #185 Comprehensive 
Compensation/Classification Study. Specifications may be obtained 
from Bidsync.com. Proposals can be submitted until 10:00 a.m. CST 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at 
Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A 
Pre-Proposal meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. CST, Tuesday, November 23, 2021, at the City 
of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vND4II-xR42EjeZ-
twdnksw

RFP Open – Tuesday, December 7, 2021 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YTAvC8vUS0qsSV1kI-
wQ_Kg

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1122-02 TRAFFIC SIGNAL 
ROYAL LANE AND NORTHPOINT.   Specifications may be obtained 
from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Tues-
day, November 30, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at Cop-
pell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid 
meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 
p.m. CST, Tuesday, November 23, 2021, at the City of Coppell, 255 
Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iI250g9eQDOaI605dF-
GYdA

Bid Open – Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3-WvDK_8Rnya-
onUIR4Ns0w

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #184 Citywide Video 
Services.   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Pro-
posals can be submitted until 11:00 a.m. CST Tuesday, December 
7, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town Center, 
at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal meeting, 
which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
CST, Tuesday, November 23, 2021, at the City of Coppell, 255 Park-
way Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 11:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vE9khXVHSmuP--ca-
j3HM7A

RFP Open – Tuesday, December 7, 2021 11:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BiVJTTkPQ1q6lZ-
K_2VkqtQ

By Michael Castello
Irving—The Irving Police Ath-
letic League (PAL) is sending 
eleven boxers to various na-
tional and international boxing 
tournaments during November 
and December. The competi-
tions include Youth, Junior, 
and Elite national Olympic 
tournaments and the first-ever 
Junior Pan American Games in 
Colombia.

The Irving PAL has become 
an international force since it 
opened, regularly attending 
these and similar competi-
tions. The gym located on the 
corner of Rock Island Road 
and Rogers has seen numer-
ous boxers turn pro over time. 
The walls of the gym are lined 
with more belts, trophies, med-
als, and ribbons than they can 
comfortably fit. Extras reside in 
whatever spaces can be found, 
including the door of an office 
that belongs to the PAL’s lead 
boxing coach, Irving Police Of-
ficer Rosario Solis.

“We’ve been doing this since 
1992, and we’re still going 
strong, going stronger,” Coach 
Solis said.

Irving PAL boxers compete in elite tournaments
Among the tournament-go-

ers for the PAL are three broth-
ers: Joseph, Ali, and Ahmed 
“Cheeto” Almajdi. The brothers 
are 18, 16, and 14 respectively, 
and about as decorated as they 
can be for their ages.

All three brothers will fight in 
the 2021 USA Boxing National 
Championships, starting Dec. 5 
in Shreveport, Louisiana. Each 
event winner receives a spot 
on Team USA. Joseph and Ali 
both won 1st last year and look 
to retain their spots on Team 
USA. Ahmed will be looking 
to win gold for the first time. 
Joseph also won the National 
Junior Olympics in 2019.

Ali will be representing the 
Team USA at the inaugural 
Junior Pan American Games 
in Cali, Columbia. The Games 
take place from Nov. 23 to Dec. 
5, and the boxing portion will 
be from Nov. 26 to Dec. 1. On 
Monday, he went to the U.S. 
Olympic & Paralympic Train-
ing Center in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado to start preparing.

“We started when we were 
like four and five,” Joseph 
said about himself and Ali. 

“We started karate at the same 
place. Then we started doing 
jujutsu, wrestling, kickboxing, 
and that led us to boxing. At 
the time, we were doing both 
of them. From the boxing gym, 
we’d go right to wrestling. 
Eventually, we just devoted ev-
erything to boxing.”

“Really, we started off [in 
boxing] just to learn some 
self-defense and get in shape,” 
Ali said. “As time went on, we 
just saw progress. We started 
taking it more serious, and now 
it’s a name. A family name.

“We do it for the excite-
ment,” Ahmed said. “It also 
gives us new experiences we 
enjoy, like traveling across the 
U.S. and internationally.”

“There are three separate 
teams,” Ali said. “There’s an 
elite team, which is 18 and up, 
and then you have youth [un-
der 16 years old] and junior [16-
17 years] teams for the younger 
guys. We could possibly see, 
hopefully, multiple people for 
Irving PAL representing the 
United States.”

The Almajdi brothers are in 

their third year at the Irving 
PAL.

“It is a different gym,” Ali 
said. “There are a lot of good 
people at this gym for sparring, 
and the coaches are great here 
too. That’s really what helped 
us.”

“There are a lot of great 
coaches. They’re involved with 
the kids, as well as in the box-
ing sense,” Joseph said. “They 
could just take you under their 
wing and teach you and get you 
started.”

“I think it’s the coaching 
[that makes IPAL successful] 
and of course the boxers them-
selves,” Ali said. “Because ev-
ery day you come in here you 
see the same people always 
working hard. Training and 
trying to learn with the coach-
es. Over time, you do that every 
day. Just dedicated, dedicated 
to the sport. You’re going to see 
results.”

“You can be really social [at 
the PAL] and the opportunities 
here are great,” Ahmed said. 
“You can do plenty of sports: 
archery, boxing, wrestling on 

the weekends. They have a nor-
mal gym. We can do cardio and 
lifting, or you can just join the 
fitness group and stay in shape.

“If you have a chance to 
come by, I’m pretty confident 
you would enjoy being here, 
putting it in your routine.”

“I would like to give a special 
thank you to the coaching staff 
for helping all of us come to 
where we have. A special thank 
you to Coach Solis and Coach 
Robert Hernandez,” Ali said.

In addition to the three Al-
majdi brothers, the PAL is 
sending Ruben Contreras (21), 
Emiliano Gandara (16), Carlos 
Martinez (16), and Héctor Bel-
trán, Jr. (16) to Shreveport’s 
national tournament. 

In July, Beltrán, Martinez, 
and Gandara competed in the 
2021 Mexican National Cham-
pionships. If the athlete or the 
athlete’s parents were born in 
Mexico, the athlete can file for 
citizenship and fight in Mexi-
can national events. Beltrán Jr. 
and Martinez took home sil-
ver medals, and Gandara took 
home gold.

“[Boxing] is something I 
love,” Martinez said. “I got a 
passion for it. I love learning 
every day something new. This 
is keeping me on the right path 
of going to big things.

“I look forward to turning 
pro and winning belts. That’s 
something special.” 

“[I love] putting in all the 
work and at the end seeing re-
sults come out positive,” Gan-
dara said. “It feels good. Every 
day with your coaches working, 
having fun, it’s little moments 
like that.”

“It makes friends turn into 
family,” Contreras said. “It’s 
not always just about boxing 
with us. We’re also a family. 
We do things outside of the 
gym. We treat each other like 
brothers and sisters. That’s 

also something that makes you 
love the sport. They care about 
you.

“There’s good people here. 
They don’t just care about 
themselves. They care about 
everybody here.

“Boxing is a hard sport. If 
you want to do it, you have to 
be dedicated. Dedicated and 
one hundred percent in it. You 
can’t just do 50 percent, be-
cause you spend more time in 
the gym and with your team-
mates than you do at home. 
You’re always with your team-
mates. Working out on the 
weekend. If you have dreams 
to be a world champion one 
day or make it big, you have to 
be really, really dedicated.”

“I’ve been around the gym 
my whole life,” Beltrán said. 
“My dad boxed too, and I just 
got into it. From there, I started 
going to the gym almost every 
day.”

Beltrán’s father, Héctor Bel-
trán, Sr., was a boxer in his own 
right. Now, he trains world 
champion Vergil Ortiz, Jr. A 
couple other PAL dads also 
help Ortiz with his training and 
nutrition. 

Every single boxer said Ver-
gil Ortiz, Jr. was one of their 
favorite professional boxers. 
Ortiz is a 23 year old pro who’s 
a product of Irving PAL from 
Grand Prairie. He currently 
holds the World Boxing Orga-
nization’s international wel-
terweight title. Ortiz was a sev-
en-time national champion as 
an amateur. 

“When Vergil was here he 
was eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
twelve. He was a teenager,” 
Coach Solis said.

“We look up to him,” Mar-
tinez said. “The way he is. The 
way he sets an example for us. 
Not just in boxing, but outside 
the ring.”

“When we’re with him, he’s 
himself,” Gandara said. “We go 
to his house and have cookouts 
and it’s nice to spend time with 
him. But it’s also nice to spend 
time with him in the gym, be-
cause we see how you have 
to work in order to become a 
world champion or a future 
world champion.”

“[Now that he’s pro], Ver-
gil goes more to California to 
train, but if he needs to train 
here, Coach Solis or somebody 
will always let him use the 
gym,” Beltrán said.

Four more PAL boxers, Fer-
nando Estrada, Javier Trejo, 
Juan Salazar, and Kevin Aceves 
will also compete at Shreve-
port's National Championships 
in December.

leaves, trees, and about how 
plants grow.”

Wen Qian and Selena Wang 
attended the event with their 
daughters.

“I think we like all the activ-
ities and walking through the 
trail,” Qian said. “The weath-

er is nice too. It’s a beautiful 
day to get out and just walk 
around.”

“I love how they have every-
thing put together,” Wang said. 
“I think they did a phenomenal 
job with this event.”

children who are diagnosed. 
We really need to focus on 
helping adults with muscular 
dystrophy and find a cure.” 
“I met DeAnn in 1998 and 
knew I needed to help with 
this fundraiser,” Huff said. “My 
niece had just been born and 
was diagnosed with muscular 
dystrophy. Coincidentally, I 
had just moved into the same 
neighborhood as DeAnn, and 
we became friends. I jumped 
in and started helping with 
the fundraising. The research 
piece is so important and that 
research and new medications 
are saving and improving 

lives.”  
“I am so glad we attended 

this event,” Varsha Ramana-
than said. “One of my cowork-
ers has a child with muscular 
dystrophy, and I did not even 
know. 

“Everyone has problems and 
challenges in their lives, and it 
is good to learn about this. See-
ing people raise money like this 
shows us God is here. We need 
to take care of each other and 
this is one way that we are able 
to do this.”

Donations are accepted 
throughout the year at https://
www.mda.org/. 

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
Continued from Page 1

Ahmed, Ali, and Joseph Almajdi. / Photo provided.
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FUN & GAMES

Carrier Needed
For more information
call 972-870-1992 or
johns@ramblernews

papers.net

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. The Burrow
2. “Green Acres”
3. “The written letter re-

mains,” motto of The Na-
tional Archives

4. Petunia Pig
5. Cheyenne
6. I-90
7. Life cereal
8. One
9. Carolina Reaper 

(Guinness Book of World 
Records, 2013)

10. The Who

ANSWER KEYS

Social Security 
Gets Big

Benefits Bump

* You can cut the bitterness 
in some varieties of greens by 
soaking them in ice water for 
roughly an hour before serving. 
Use a salad spinner to get all of 
the water off.

* “Place an ice cube (or ice 
chips) in carpet divots left be-
hind by furniture legs. This will 
help the fibers “plump up,” and 
the spot will disappear!” -- A.I. 
in Utah

* Remove the annoying 
sticky residue from price tags 
with WD-40 or baby oil. This 
is for use on hard surfaces only. 
If you are unsure, test in an in-

The news is in. Our Social 
Security benefit for 2022 will 
increase by 5.9%, slightly less 

1. LITERATURE: What is 
the name of Ron Weasley’s 
house in the “Harry Potter” 
novel series?

2. TELEVISION: The sitcom 

conspicuous spot first to make 
sure the oil doesn’t leave a stain 
where the tag was.

* “To help repel the dust on 
baseboards between cleanings, 
wipe with a used dryer sheet. 
To make this even easier, you 
can put the dryer sheet over 
a Swiffer-type floor cleaner. 
This way, you don’t even have 
to bend down.” -- M.E. in Ala-
bama

* Felt circles are great for 
putting under small appliances 
on the kitchen counter. They 
are easier to move around, and 
they won’t scratch the counter-
tops. You can find them at the 
hardware store, or make your 
own by cutting out what you 
need from a piece of felt and at-
taching it to the bottom of your 
appliance with double-stick 
tape ... or even a drop of glue!

than the 6.1% estimate the gov-
ernment put out this summer. 
Still, that’s much greater than 
the 1.3% increase we saw for 
2021 and the 1.6% the year be-
fore. 

The average monthly dollar 
increase will be $92, making 
the average benefit $1,657 per 
month for a single person. For 
a couple, a $154 increase would 
come to $2,753 per month.

The official mail on the cost-
of-living adjustment will come 
out in December.

I’ve done my calculations 
for next year, and once again 
I shake my head. We’ve been 
notified already that I’ll have 
a rent increase. Heating fuel 
is likely to go up 47%. We all 
know what has happened at 
the grocery store. Medicare 
Part B is sure to go up, maybe a 
$10 per month increase.

There is one worrying note, 
and we need to think about 
how it will play out for us indi-
vidually. The question is: Will 
that increase move us into a 
higher tax bracket?

It depends on our provi-
sional income. That number 

is any income (pension, wag-
es, dividends and more) not 
from Social Security, plus half 
the amount of Social Security. 
Those of us who come in under 
$25,000 won’t have a federal 
tax put on our Social Securi-
ty. If that number is between 
$25,000 and $34,000, there 
will be a tax on half of our So-
cial Security income. Over that 
and it goes up to a tax on 85% 
of our Social Security income.

If your situation for 2022 is 
likely to put you in the category 
of having to pay taxes on your 
Social Security benefit, you can 
elect to have them take money 
out of your check each month. 
If you want to learn about that, 
call the IRS at 1-800-772-1213 
and ask for IRS Form W-4V.

“Petticoat Junction” spawned 
which other popular spinoff 
series?

3. LANGUAGE: What is the 
meaning of the Latin phrase, 
“littera scripta manet”?

4. MOVIES: What is the 
name of cartoon character Por-
ky Pig’s girlfriend?

5. U.S. STATES: What is the 
capital of Wyoming?

6. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
U.S. interstate highway is the 
longest in the nation?

7. AD SLOGANS: What 
product’s TV ad sparked the 
catchphrase “Mikey likes it!”?

8. GEOMETRY: How many 
straight lines can be drawn 
through two given points?

9. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
the hottest chili pepper in the 
world? 

10. MUSIC: Which iconic 
rock band was once named The 
Detours?

* Running a washing ma-
chine that isn’t full not only 
wastes energy and water, it also 
wastes money because you’re 
paying to run more washes. 
Always fill the machine -- but 
remember not to overload it! 
This applies to your dishwash-
er, too.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.
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VA Ends
Debt Relief

FUN & GAMES

* McDonald’s is the world’s 
largest toy distributor.

* The ice cream bean is a 
fruit with a taste very similar to 
its namesake vanilla ice cream. 
The tree that the bean grows 

The Department of Veter-
ans Affairs called a cease-fire 
on collection of overpayments 
between April 2020 and Sep-
tember 2021 due to the COVID 
pandemic. Now that debt col-
lection has started up again. 
The VA will not, however, actu-
ally make deductions from our 
benefits until January 2022. 
In addition, if you had unpaid 
medical co-payments before 
April 2020, they’ll start collect-
ing those again.

That must mean the COVID 
pandemic is over, right? We’re 
all doing well, grocery pric-
es haven’t soared, gas prices 
are still low, rents haven’t in-
creased, we all have jobs or at 
least enough income if a spouse 
didn’t lose a job ... right?

If the VA says you owe mon-
ey, you’ll receive a debt collec-
tion letter. In it will be options 
for debt relief. You might be 
offered extended repayment 
plans, compromises, waivers 
or temporary suspensions in 
payment. If you get a letter, ad-
dress the situation immediate-
ly. Don’t delay. There is a time 
limit to be considered for debt 
relief. 

For benefit debts, call 1-800-
827-0648 or go online to ask.
va.gov. After signing in, you 
can track your message all the 
way from submission to res-
olution and see all your past 
messages and responses. You 
can choose to get a reply back 
by email, phone or through the 
U.S. mail. If you have pharma-
cy co-payment or medical-care 
debt, call 1-866-400-1238.

Another page to view is www.
va.gov/manage-va-debt/, 
where you can check the sta-
tus of your debt. Look at www.
va.gov/resources/va-covid-19-
debt-relief-options-for-veter-
ans-and-dependents/ for more 
debt-related information and 
questions.

Before you make any agree-
ments about repayment, read 
and understand the fine print. 
A compromise means you’ll 
pay less than the full amount, 
but it’s due all at once within 
30 days. A waiver means they’ll 
forgive a portion of the debt.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

on is native to the Americas 
and can reach nearly 100 feet 
tall, with bean pods up to 6 feet 
long.

* Anyone who moves to the 
Villas Las Estrellas, a settle-
ment in Antarctica, must first 
have their appendix preemp-
tively removed, because the 
nearest hospital is over 625 
miles away.

* The limbo world record is 
under 6 inches.

* In 1994, West Virginia 
prison inmate Robert Shepard 
braided dental floss into a rope 
as thick as a telephone cord, 
used it to scale an 18-foot wall, 
and escaped.

* King Richard II once had to 
pawn his crown because he was 
such a spendthrift.

* The first Olympic race took 
place in 776 B.C. and was won 
by a chef named Corubus. Mo-
ments after receiving his first 
paycheck, he hired a cook and 
an agent.

* Swedish athlete Ari Petrof 
is a National Sauna Champion. 
He once stayed in a 212 F sauna 
for five hours and 10 minutes.

* The band called Postal Ser-
vice took its moniker from the 
fact that members originally 
used USPS to send each other 
music tracks, due to their con-
flicting schedules.

* Golf balls were made of 
wood until the 16th century.

* Spam mail got its nick-
name from the canned meat 
after a Monty Python skit that 
made fun of Spam as tasting 
“horrible and being ubiquitous 
and inescapable.”

THE BIG EVENT
Continued from Page 1

Coppell—The city of Coppell an-
nounced that Ginene Delciop-
po has been selected as 
the new Coppell Arts Cen-
ter Manager, effective Nov. 
1, 2021. Delcioppo takes over 
the role from Alex Hargis, 
who left the city at the end of 
October.  

Delcioppo has been with the 
city since 2019. Serving as the 
Marketing and Ticketing su-
pervisor at the center. She has 
been integral in creating the 
center’s brand, developing re-
lationships through communi-
ty outreach, and launching the 
center’s Grand Opening in 
September. 

City selects new
manager of Coppell

Arts Center
Prior to joining the city of 

Coppell, Delcioppo served in a 
variety of positions in the arts 
and entertainment fields, both 
on and off stage. With a heavy 
background in production, she 
served as a production man-
ager at NBC’s “Today Show”, 
Ringling Brothers Circus and 
Busch Gardens Theme Park. 
She has also worked in public 
relations for Broadway shows 
including “Spamalot”, “Evi-
ta”, “The Lion King”, “Beauty 
and the Beast” and “Jersey 
Boys” and even spent time 
as an on-air television carpen-
ter for the show “Trading Spac-

es: Boys vs. Girls.”  
“Ginene’s diverse back-

ground and experience in 
the entertainment industry, 
coupled with her passion for 
the arts, makes her a perfect 
choice to serve the community 
in this new role,” Jessica Car-
penter, director of Parks and 
Recreation, said. “I am excited 
for Ginene to lead the Coppell 
Arts Center into the future.” 

Delcioppo has a Bachelor 
of Arts in technical theatre/
directing and acting from De-
Sales University. She lives with 
her family in Flower Mound. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

of a church to another, because 
the little kids were basically 
throwing rocks at each other,” 
Wieberg said. “There were very 
different jobs, but every job was 
definitely something that could 
tangibly help each person. That 
was the whole goal. 

“At the beginning of the day, 
some volunteers didn’t really 
know each other. Then at the 
end of the day, and they’re 
asking me to take a picture of 
them together. They left with 
their hands over each other’s 
shoulders. You don’t build 
relationships like this just 
through meeting each other 
and talking. You build relation-
ships through something like a 
communal act of service.

“It was great that on campus, 
people made different friends 
they probably would have 
never met otherwise, and they 
have new relationships in the 
community.

“Things like that describe 
who we are as university,” Wie-
berg said. “We’re coming to-
gether, but we’re also going out 
there and showing we are not 

just talk.” 
“It was fantastic,” Dr. Greg 

Roper, dean of students, said. 
“When I saw the assembly of 
all the students, I had no expe-
rience with this. I didn’t even 
know what it was when it was 
first mentioned to me over the 
summer, as I was just entering 
into this job. In my experience, 
it was the most multicultural 
gathering I’ve ever seen.”

The Big Event began at Tex-
as A&M and has spread to oth-
er campuses and even to cities.

“It was really amazing to 
see over 200 UD students set 
out early Saturday morning to 
make a difference in the Irving 
community,” interim-provost 
Dr. Tammy Leonard said. “I 
was teamed up with a group 
of freshmen, and as we were 
nearing the end of our work, 
the resident who we were help-
ing asked the students why 
they were out working so hard. 
The students sort of shrugged 
and said they were happy to 
help. 

“However, in our conver-
sations later, the students ex-

pressed the true lesson of an 
opportunity like The Big Event. 
For them, the effort to get up 
early on a Saturday and spend 
the day working outside was 
very small compared to the im-
pact a selfless gesture can have 
on individuals and really an en-
tire community. I’m so proud 
of our students who started 
this initiative, the students 
who spent many hours plan-
ning for it, and the hundreds 
of students, faculty and alumni 
who contributed to make it a 
success. I look forward to next 
year’s Big Event.” 

“It’s like a way to physically 
do something with your mor-
als in a sense,” Chau Hoang 
said. “That’s what I really love 
about it. I’m glad they actual-
ly brought some type of event 
here to do, because it really 
shows us that we can mentally 
do something with our morals, 
but also physically.

“I feel like physically learn-
ing also helps you really learn 
more than just thinking or 
reading about it.” 

Story idea? Let us know!
Call  972-870-1992 or email: arielg@ramblernewspapers.net

Aubrey Wieberg, Chau Hoang, Grace Bascon, and Eli Cervera prepare to help an Irving resident during The Big Event. 
/ Photo by Stacey Doud.
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By Ariel Graham
Irving—Oak View Baptist 
Church hosted their annual bar-
becue for Nimitz High School 
football players on Sunday, 
Nov. 7.

“We do this because we want 
to support our local teams,” 
church member Lynda Randle 
said. “At the time, there wasn’t 
a whole lot of people watching 
the games. We thought if we 
could get the kids hooked up 
with some sponsors who would 
go out and cheer for them on 
the weekend that would mean 
so much to them, to have more 
of a crowd. We’re hoping to in-
crease the crowd.

Randle said the church also 
supports students by sending 
them goody-bags and notes 
of encouragement throughout 
the season.

“We wanted to let them 
know ‘Hey, we’re a local church 
here, and we’d love to have 
more come to our church,’ and 
things like that. Our members 
get real excited about this. 
They love to adopt these kids 
and do the goody bags for them 
each week.”

With Nimitz heading to the 
playoffs, Randle and the rest 

Church supports playoff-bound Nimitz team

of the attendees are excited to 
keep showing their support for 
the next few weeks. 

“First and foremost, I’d like 
to thank Oak View Baptist 
Church for doing this amazing 
luncheon for our students,” 
Magda Hernandez, Irving ISD 
superintendent, said. “I’m so 
proud to see them here as a 
team, enjoying themselves, 
and hearing some great words 
of wisdom as they go to the 

playoffs.
“I am super, super excited 

about the playoffs. Our boys 
so deserve it. I always say hard 
work pays off. For seven years, 
they had not been in the play-
offs, and this group of kids is 
going to get it done.”

Nimitz is the only Irving ISD 
team to make it to the playoffs 
this year. However, Randle 
said the connections made be-
tween the team and the church 

will continue beyond the play-
offs.

“It’s been good to get to 
know these kids,” Randle said. 
“I can tell you some of the play-
ers Randy and I had in the past 
we still keep in contact with. 
One of the first players we had 
is playing now for the Pitts-
burgh Steelers, and we keep 
in touch with him. I’ll still get 
texts from kids, and they’ll ask 
how things are going. They feel 
that connection with Oak View, 
because everyone has been so 
sweet to them.

“Other churches have done 
it in the past. Christ Church Ir-

ving did a group one year, and 
I think First Baptist had one 
of the other schools. We’ve al-
ways had Nimitz just because 

of location, and we’ve kept it up 
because everyone enjoys it. The 
kids love it, our members love 
it, that’s why we do it.”

The Nimitz Vikings football team and sponsors meet at Oak View Baptist Church for lunch. / Photo by John Starkey.

Running back J'Den Hall offers cookies to Randy Randle and Clint Roddy. / Photo by John Starkey.


