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Navy vet promised 
mortgage-free home

Fire department 
hosts National Honor 

Guard Academy

By Stephen Hunt
Coppell—Brad Jones left retire-
ment in April to become interim 
president for the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas (ER-
COT). The embattled organiza-
tion has received a great deal of 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—When a member of 
the police or fire department 
dies in the line of duty, a series 
of steps are undertaken by an 
honor guard to properly honor 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 
is special for Luisa Velez, a for-
mer Navy Hospital Corpsman 
3rd Class. However, Nov. 12 now 
holds extra meaning for her as 
it was the day Velez learned she 
and her son, Spencer, would 
receive a mortgage-free house 
at 312 S. Britain St. in Irving.

Velez and her son initial-
ly thought they were going to 
an interview with developers 
to see if she would receive a 
house. However, once Ron-
nie Lyles, project manager of 
Operation Finally Home, a 
non-profit organization which 
provides veterans with mort-
gage-free homes, drove onto 
Britain Street and Velez saw a 
group of people gathered, she 
knew something was up. 

“Today is the craziest day 
ever,” Velez said. “Waking 
up, did not expect this. Com-
ing around that corner, I was 

Ft. Worth celebrates 
Veterans Day

By Stacey Doud
Fort Worth—The 102nd Tarrant 
County Veterans Day parade, 
themed “Battlefront at Home… 
Saluting our Veterans and 
First Responders” proceeded 
Thursday, Nov. 11. Organized 
by the Tarrant County Veterans 
Council, this annual parade 
honors all American veterans.

This year’s Grand Marshal 
was Shannon Spake with the 
National League of POW/MIA 
Families. The Color Guard was 
provided by Fort Worth ISD 
Corps Honor Guard and the 
Southlake Police Department. 

The U.S. Army Para-
chute Team, the Golden 
Knights, jumped into Heritage 
Park with chutes featuring the 
American flag and red, white, 
and blue smoke to kick off this 
special Veterans Day salute. 
The Golden Knights are one of 
the most awe-inspiring para-
chuting teams in the world. 
They were followed by a mili-

floored, completely speechless. 
Seeing everybody, it hit me that 
it’s really happening.”

The project is a collabora-
tion between the city of Irving, 
Operation Finally Home, the 
Dallas Builders Association 
and Winston Custom Homes. 
It is the eighth mortgage-free 

home these organizations have 
teamed up for, and the second 
in Irving. 

In 2018, U.S. Army Major 
Eric King, a 16-year veteran, 
was given a mortgage-free 
home in the same neighbor-

their fallen colleague and their 
colleague’s family. In 2006, the 
National Honor Guard Acad-
emy (NHGA) was founded to 
train honor guards in these 
details. The Irving Fire Depart-
ment hosted the academy the 
week of Nov. 12.

A class of 40 participants 
from 19 different agencies 
across Texas took classes on 
notifying next of kin, media, 
clergy, and other pertinent 
parties after receiving a Line of 
Duty Death Notification. Par-
ticipants then learned about 
the logistics of planning a ser-
vice and funeral. 

After working on a memorial 
service plan and fulfilling their 
casket study at a local funeral 
home, participants ventured to 
a local cemetery to practice a 
full graveside service. 

The graveside service in-
cludes a procession of vehi-
cles accompanying the hearse, 
members of the honor guard 
unloading the casket and plac-
ing it on the grave. Other cus-
tomary practices like a rifle 
salute, the playing of ‘Taps’ and 
bagpipes, folding the American 
flag, draping it over the casket, 
and presenting the flag to the 
family of the fallen were also 
practiced. 

Doug Swartz, the founder of 
the NHGA, remains the orga-
nization’s commanding officer. 

“I’m very proud of this orga-
nization,” Swartz said. “I really 
can’t call it an organization; it’s 
family. The staff is family, and 
it’s really cool to come back. 

The alumni will come out and 
visit the class.

“The staff is passionate 
about what they do. They bring 
a pride and a passion to this 
presentation that I could have 
never even imagined 15 years 
ago. It sure is fun to watch the 
development and the growth of 
the family it’s become.”

Swartz founded the academy 
on three principles: 1) preserve 
pride, honor, and tradition, 2) 
show precise attention to de-
tail, and 3) build a network of 
local and national resources. 

This latest class featured sev-
en instructors from six differ-
ent states. 

Ohio firefighter Bryan Gross 
has been an instructor for sev-
eral years. 

“It’s very important,” Gross 
said. “We don’t do this for our-
selves. We do it for the fallen 
and their families. If they no-
tice us, we’ve done something 
wrong. We’re trying to give 
them that lasting memory of 
everything went right, the re-
spect was given. Their family 
member gave the ultimate sac-
rifice. That’s what we’re teach-
ing everybody to be respectful 
of.”

Several members of the class 
were from the Irving Fire De-
partment. 

“We consider [hosting this 
event] a big honor, because 
their motto is honor, dignity, 
and respect,” Robert McWil-
liams, assistant chief for Irving 

ERCOT soft-shoes its incompetence
blame for the lack of electricity 
during a crippling winter storm, 
which left over 50 dead, many 
due to hypothermia. 

Lately, Jones’ has been tra-
versing the state to answer 
questions about ERCOT’s re-

See ERCOT
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sponse to the winter storm in 
town hall meetings. He ad-
dressed a crowd of about 30 
citizens in Coppell on Monday, 
Nov. 8. 

“The February event was un-
like anything I’ve ever seen,” 

Jones said. “The last time this 
event occurred was, I believe 
in 1895, when it was this cold 
across all of Texas. In Browns-
ville, 1895 was the last time 
they had snow. They had snow 
this year, very little, but they 
still had snow.”

According to numbers Jones 
provided, on an average sum-
mer day, Texas generates 
81,000 megawatts of energy 
for over 261,000 square miles, 
making Texas the second larg-
est state by area. 

California, which covers 
around 156,000 square miles, 
is the third largest. On a typi-

cal day, California uses 48,000 
megawatts of energy, a bit less 
than the 50,000 megawatts of 
energy Texas lost during the 
February winter storm. 

Many remember rolling 
blackouts: power would be on 
for a while and then off. Others 
recall having no power for sev-
eral days.  

“Those companies [provid-
ing electricity] acted on their 
plans to shed load during these 
emergencies, and their plans 
are designed to roll [blackouts 
to] consumers,” Jones said. 
“Problem is we asked for so 
much of a reduction that we 

ran out. We simply didn’t have 
anything in the cupboard.”

About 85 percent of those 
lost megawatt hours were due 
to 300 power generating plants 
across the state being offline 
during the storm. 

ERCOT is about to inspect 
those plants to ensure they are 
properly weatherized for the 
coming winter. 

“We’ve set new rules in place. 
ERCOT is inspecting each of 
those generators throughout 
December,” Jones said. “We’ll 
be able to look at the plants 

One of the Golden Knights leaves the safety of an airplane for the big blue 
sky. / Photo by John Starkey

Community members participate a groundbreaking for Luisa and Spencer 
Velez's future home. / Photo by Stephen Hunt.
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Thought for
the Day

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie 
sometimes on the grass under 
trees on a summer’s day, lis-
tening to the murmur of the 
water, or watching the clouds 
float across the sky, is by no 

means a waste of time.” 
--John Lubbock

DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

 Henry LeBlanc  Mar 22, 1935 ~ Nov 11, 2021
 Randal Moss   Apr 27, 1957 ~ Nov 3, 2021
 Malcolm "Mac" McGee  July 6, 1931 ~ Nov 15, 2021
 Herado "Lalo" Garcia  Oct 29, 1952 ~ Nov 9, 2021

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Juanita C. Atkinson  Sep 25, 1946 ~ Nov 9, 2021
 Jane Wood Hawkins  July 20, 1940 ~Nov 13, 2021
 Myra Hurst   Sep 8, 1934 ~ Nov 16, 2021

VETERANS HOME
Continued from Page 1

Life Tributes
Joyce Grabill Murphy passed 
away on Wednesday No-
vember 10, 2021 in Irving, 
TX. Joyce was born in White 
Cloud, Michigan in 1931 on a 
dairy farm to her parents, Ray 
Grabill and Elsie Mae Mast. 
She had 4 brothers, Paul, Col-
lin, Louis and her twin Joe. 
Joyce graduated from White 
Cloud High School in 1949 
and went on to Michigan State 
University where she received 
her Bachelors in Dietetics in 
1953. She did her internship 
at Ford General Hospital in 
Detroit where she met the love 
of her life, Tom Murphy. Her 
and Tom married in 1955 and 
came down to Texas that same 
year. 
Joyce went on to be a dietician 
for 2 years at Parkland Hospi-
tal, which had just opened. She 
later had 3 beautiful children, 
Marcia Lynn, John Thomas, 
and Sharon Ann. In the 60’s 
and 70’s Joyce wrote articles 
on nutrition for the Dallas 
Morning News. She was very 
active in church and was a 
member of the Oaklawn Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Dal-
las in the 60’s and then later 
joined Plymouth Park United 
Methodist Church in Irving in 
1970. 
Joyce was a member of the 
Irving Women’s Club and the 
Irving Women’s Garden Club. 
One of her favorite past times 
was playing bridge. She sim-
ply loved the game and the 
friendships she developed over 
the many years of playing. Her 
other pastimes were tennis, 
gardening and bird watching. 
In her 20’s, she also took fly-
ing lessons and did some skeet 
shooting. She was also a lover 
and supporter of animals. She 

supported many animal orga-
nizations and could not stand 
to see any animal suffer.
Joyce Grabill Murphy is sur-
vived by her son, John Thom-
as Murphy and daughter Sha-
ron Ann Murphy who will 
both miss their momma’s great 
smile, laughter, and most im-
portantly, her love.
A funeral service will be held 
on November 19, 2021 at 2:00 
PM at Plymouth Park Unit-
ed Methodist Church located 
at 1615 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, TX 75062. Burial to 
follow at Bear Creek Ceme-
tery located at 100 Bear Creek 
Cemetery Road in Euless, TX
The Family asks that donations 
be made in honor of Joyce to 
the following organizations:
Peaceful Valley Donkey Res-
cue
https://donkeyrescue.org/do-
nate/
Jane Goodall Institute
https://secure.janegoodall.
org/give/328356/#!/donation/
checkout
Texas Land Conservancy
https://texaslandconservancy.
org/donate/
Black Beauty Ranch
https://secured.humaneso-
ciety.org/page/81880/do-
nate/1?ea.tracking.id=web_to-
pnav_donate

JOYCE GRABILL MURPHY

LEGAL NOTICE
RIGHT TO CLAIM UNIDENTIFIED VEHICLES

Pursuant to the laws of the State of Texas and ordinances of the City of Irving, the Police Department has taken 
into custody the following vehicles, ownership of which is unable to be determined.  For information contact the 
Irving Auto Pound, 401 N. Valley View Ln., Irving, Texas 75061, (972) 721-7700.

 YEAR MAKE MODEL SERIAL NUMBER LICENSE POUND#
 2021 TAO    QUA L9NTCGPS8M1300133    07567X2 21-4511  
 2010 LINC    MKZ 3LNHL2JC7AR657924    NONE 21-5263
 2006 JEEP    CHE 1J4HR48N16C240305    NONE 21-5884
 2019 KIA    OPTIMA 5XXGT4L32KG363405    NONE 21-5953
 UNK UNK    UNK BLACK TRAILER    NONE 21-6225
 UNK UNK    UNK BLACK TRAILER    NONE 21-6264
 UNK UNK    UNK WHITE TRAILER    NONE 21-6911
 BY:  TERRI MILES     AUCTION DATE: 01/17/2022
 Property Assistant

By Michael Castello
Irving—The Irving Police Ath-
letic League has been a staple of 
positivity for nearly 30 years. Its 
regiments and commitment to 
discipline have given hundreds 
of kids additional opportunities 
for success, both in boxing and 
other avenues of life.

“Our whole goal here is to 
get kids out of the streets, out 
of trouble,” Irving Police Offi-
cer Rosario Solis, coordinator 
of the Irving PAL, said. “One 
of the things I tell the guys is if 
they’re not passing in school, 
they can’t compete [in any 
competitions]. They can train 
here, but they won’t be able 
to compete. They’ve got to be 
passing their grades in school.

“We give the names of our 
kids to the police department 
secretary, and quarterly, she 
checks the kids to see if they got 
in trouble in school. Knock on 
wood, in the past two or three 
years, we haven’t had a single 
kid get in trouble. [That’s] just 
in school, not even with police.

Some of Irving PAL’s boxers 
come from as far away as For-
ney to train.

Irving PAL positively influences kids through sport
“What’s cool about PAL is 

it’s free,” boxer Carlos Marti-
nez said. “They help you with 
things. When you go to tour-
naments, they help you pay for 
[fees] and stuff like that.”

“It keeps kids and people 
off the street,” boxer Emiliano 
Gandara said. “It makes them 
more dedicated.

“We’re glad the city is able to 
help us out. We’re able to get 
funds from the city to help to 
use, to make youth and young 
kids stay on track. The coaches 
here, Coach Don, Coach Solis, 
Coach Ashley are real strict, 
but it’s not strict in a bad way. 
It’s structure.”

“We try to keep good ties 
with all of them,” Solis said. 
“Make sure they’re doing good 
in school, and not just the box-
ers even the fitness kids.

“In order to get in the box-
ing program, they start in our 
fitness program, and then they 
kind of gradually graduate into 
the boxing program.

“I remember we had some 
girls that were cheerleaders. 
During the offseason, they 
came in and their parent said, 

‘My girls are not going to box; 
I just want my girls to be in the 
fitness.’ 

“They were here for a couple 
of months. The girls saw the 
sparring, and one of the girls 
came up to me, ‘Hey Coach, I 
want to box.’ Your mom said 
you guys were not going to box. 
The following day mom shows 
up, ‘Hey, my girl said you didn’t 
want to let her box.’ Yeah, be-
cause you specifically said you 
don’t want her to box. 

“A year or maybe a couple 
of months later, that girl end-
ed up being the Golden Gloves 
Champion of Dallas.

“Whenever we have tour-
naments, they’re both male 
and female,” Solis said. “Now 
there’s starting to be more 
female boxers, more female 
coaches.

“Hopefully in another six 
months, we’ll be moving to 
the Armory across from Irving 
High School. Hopefully we 
can target more kids from all 
around the area [with the big-
ger facilities].

“Once we get over there, 
we’ll continue to do boxing 

year-round, fitness year-
round, and we’re going to add 
two other sports: wrestling and 
Taekwondo. Those will also be 
year-round.

“That facility will be three 
times the size of this gym,” 
Solis said. “This gym would 
fit inside the gymnasium. On 
the outside of the gymnasium, 
you have two large classrooms; 
one’s going to be a weight room 
and one’s going to be a cardio 
room. 

“Then you have five offic-
es. One’s going to be my office 
and my partner’s office. Anoth-

er one’s going to be a storage 
room. Then we have two other 
large classrooms, and one’s go-
ing to be our computer room, 
our tutor and homework room.

“Behind all of that, there’s 
a metal building. That met-
al building is just shy of [the 
current Irving PAL building]. 
This building is almost 6,000 
square feet. That building is 
5,000 square feet. That gym 
is going to be strictly a boxing 
gym. No more cardio or noth-
ing else in the same place, just 
boxing.”

“The kids we have that go 

pro are all really smart kids,” 
Coach Don said. “A lot of times, 
you see kids get good at it, but 
they can’t hold a conversation. 
I mean these are all, all of them 
really smart kids.”

“You can’t go out there and 
party all night with all your 
friends,” Solis said. “You can, 
but you will not be as success-
ful as the ones that are focused. 
I think that goes for anything.

“We’re not here to make 
pros out of them. If it just so 
happens they’re that good and 
they want to turn pro, so be it.”

hood, a home which King and 
his family moved into in 2019. 

“It’s our eighth home, our 
eighth project and every single 
one of them is special,” Phil 
Crone, attorney and executive 
officer for the Dallas Builders 
Association, said. “Every single 
one of them touches the deep-
est part of our soul. 

“I can’t think of a higher 
calling for the housing indus-
try than to build the American 
dream for somebody who sac-
rifices so much to preserve and 
protect it. This house is going 
to be built with so much love. 
This is a labor of love. We’re 
looking forward to it.”

Velez and her son were 
guests at a short ceremony at 
the site. Among the attendees 
was Mayor Rick Stopfer, and 
city council members Phil Rid-
dle and Al Zapanta, both veter-
ans themselves.

“For us to be able to do 
something for the veterans 
who have served us, who have 
carried the freedoms we have 
on their shoulders, for us to be 
able to pay them back, is abso-
lutely marvelous. I’m proud to 
see this,” Riddle said. 

“It’s always emotional for me 

to think we can change a per-
son’s life who’s been in the mil-
itary,” Stopfer said. “My father 
was a Marine. He had a deep 
love for the military and every-
one who served in it. I guess 
that’s been handed down to me 
all these years.

“Being in this position and 
being able to see the look in 
her eyes when I turned to her 
and welcomed her, it was just 
an amazing experience. The 
way she looked at me; it really 
tugged at my heart.”

In 2005, Operation Finally 
Home was started in Texas to 
provide mortgage-free homes 
to veterans of the armed forc-
es, a mission which has since 
expanded to include first re-
sponders. 

Lyles said it takes a team 
of committed people and or-
ganizations to make projects 

like these come to fruition. He 
singled out the city of Irving 
for providing the lot for Velez’s 
home as it did for King’s domi-
cile. 

“We can never do enough 
for these men and women who 
have worn the uniform to de-
fend the freedoms and values 
that we often take for granted,” 
Lyles said. “It’s very rare when 
a municipality offers a lot.

“We’re looking at four lots 
right now. That’s unheard of. 
[The city of Irving] loves giv-
ing back to our veterans. They 
don’t think there’s enough we 
can do. Thanks to Irving, we 
are not only working on our 
second project, but hopefully 
many more to come.”

A ceremonial groundbreak-
ing occurred where shovels of 
dirt were tossed to signify the 
official beginning of the proj-

ect. 
Understandably, the guest of 

honor was overwhelmed by ev-
erything that transpired. 

“Happiness, joy, amazement 
[is what I feel],” Velez said. 
“Happy that me doing what I 
did is now giving me this op-
portunity, and I am providing 
for him [Spencer] a house. I 
never thought all of that would 
come together like this.”

Spencer is most excited 
about the promise of having his 
own room. 

“It’s cool because I can have 
stuff I like in there,” Spencer 
said. “Now, I can put up pic-
tures and posters.”

Lyles drew upon a timeless 
Amish tradition to sum up 
what this project means. 

“This is a 21st Century barn 
raising,” Lyles said. “It takes a 
community to do this.” 

Irving—Chief of Police Jeff 
Spivey is retiring at the end of 
January 2022 after 35 years of 
service with the city of Irving. 

Assistant Chief Darren 
Steele will serve as interim po-
lice chief upon Spivey’s retire-
ment. Chief Steele will contin-
ue the steady leadership and 
strong customer service tenets 
from Irving Police Department 
while city leaders work through 
the process of hiring the new 
police chief. 

Upon retirement, Spivey will 
continue to follow his passion 
for working on mental health 
policy for police officers and 
has accepted a position with a 
national non-profit to serve in 
the public safety training and 
development areas.

“I've been honored to work 
with the finest men and wom-
en in the most noble of pro-
fessions, serving the wonder-
ful residents of this city for 35 
years,” Spivey said. “The past 
five years as chief of police 

Irving chief of police
retires end of January

have been the most profession-
ally rewarding time anyone 
could ask for. Together with 
the members of the depart-
ment, the leadership of our city 
manager, and the support of 
the mayor and council, we've 
established a foundation on 
which the next chief will be 
able to take the Irving Police 

Department to greater heights. 
“I have faith the men and 

women of this organization will 
continue to provide the service 
and protection which our com-
munity has come to expect and 
deserve. That is who they are 
no matter who the next chief 
will be.”

SOURCE Irving Police Deparrtment

Carrollton–During a special 
called meeting on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16, CFBISD trustees ap-
pointed Carolyn Benavides to 
fill the vacancy left by Juan 
Renteria, who resigned from his 
school board seat on Sept. 1. She 
will be sworn in on Thursday, 
Dec. 2, at the regularly sched-
uled board meeting. 

“I am honored and humbled 
to serve alongside the CFBISD 
board members,” Benavides 

Irving
LEGAL
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legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

CFBISD appoints Carolyn 
Benavides to fill vacancy

said. “I look forward to work-
ing together and making a dif-
ference for all students in this 
wonderful school district.” 

Carrollton-Farmers Branch 
ISD Board President Dr. Les 
Black says trustees look for-
ward to working with Bena-
vides. 

“As a Board, we are excited to 
work alongside Carolyn,” Black 
said. “She is extremely vested 
in our community as a busi-

ness owner, volunteer and CFB 
alumni. More importantly, she 
will help the Board in our pur-
suit of high expectations for 
all.”

Ms. Benavides will fill the 
role until the May 2022 school 
board election. Voters will 
then elect a candidate to serve 
the remaining unexpired term 
through May 2023.

SOURCE CFBISD
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10519

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0025
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD for S-P-1(R-AB)
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY 
REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MACARTHUR 161 AD-
DITION, LOCATED AT 7170 STATE HIGHWAY 161 FROM PUD FOR 
S-P-1 (R-AB) “PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR DETAILED SITE 
PLAN FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE 
OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION” TO PUD FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) “PLANNED UNIT DE-
VELOPMENT FOR DETAILED SITE PLAN FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION”; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10520

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0041
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE GOODSON ACURA NO. 
3 ADDITION, LOCATED AT 1700 EAST AIRPORT FREEWAY FROM 
S-P-1 (P-O) “DETAILED SITE PLAN – PROFESSIONAL OFFICE” AND 
AUTO RENTAL AND USED AUTO SALES TO S-P-1 (C-OU-2) “DE-
TAILED SITE PLAN – COMMERCIAL OUTDOOR 2”; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO.2021-10521

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0052
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY 
REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WEST IRVING ACRES 
ADDITION, LOCATED AT 3025 LUZON ROAD FROM R-10 “SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” TO S-P-2 (R-10) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN 
– SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CON-
DITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING 
A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10522

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0053
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE BELTLINE/REGENT AD-
DITION, 3RD REVISION ADDITION, LOCATED AT 7631 NORTH BELT 
LINE ROAD FROM S-P-1 (FWY) “DETAILED SITE PLAN – FREEWAY” 
AND CELLULAR TELEPHONE ANTENNA AND EQUIPMENT BUILD-
ING TO S-P-1 (FWY) “DETAILED SITE PLAN - FREEWAY” AND WIRE-
LESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY USES; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10523

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0055
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE PLYMOUTH PARK 5 AD-
DITION, LOCATED AT 2622 ROGER WILLIAMS DRIVE FROM R-7.5 
“SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO S-P-2 (R-7.5) “GENERALIZED 
SITE PLAN – SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENIAL”; PROVIDING FOR SPE-
CIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; 
DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10524

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY 
REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE CORNERSTONE AT 
NORTHVIEW ADDITION, LOCATED AT 3705 STATE HIGHWAY 161 
FROM FWY “FREEWAY” TO S-P-2 (FWY) “DETAILED SITE PLAN – 
FREEWAY”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULA-
TIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORD-
INGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAV-
INGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10525

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0059
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-C
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY 
REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE GRANITE PLAZA AT 
LAS COLINAS ADDITION, LOCATED AT 7300 NORTH MACARTHUR 
BOULEVARD, SUITE #120, BY REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2018-
10074 CAUSING THE PROPERTY TO REVERT TO C-C (COMMUNI-
TY COMMERCIAL); DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A 
PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on November 11, 2021.

RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the 
City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: City Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas:

City Council: Thursday, December 9, 2021, 7:00 pm

ZC19-0008: Located at 2232 E. Grauwyler Road and 1408 - 1510 
Irene Drive, approx. 2.8 acres. J. Piano Concrete Construction, owner/
applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-1 (C-
N) “Detailed Site Plan – Neighborhood Commercial” and ML-20 “Light 
Industrial” to S-P-2 (ML-20) “Generalized Site Plan – Light Industrial” 
and Environmentally Sensitive Land Use to allow an environmentally 
sensitive land use (concrete manufacturing plant).
ZC21-0040: Located at 2206 Rock Island Road, approx. 1.073 acres. 
Guido DFW Estate Investments LLC, owner/applicant. The applicant 
is requesting a zoning change from C-N “Neighborhood Commercial” 
to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site Plan – Single Family Residential” to 
develop the property with 5 single family lots with a variance to the min-
imum lot width.
ZC21-0057: Located at 101 and 200 N. Rogers Rd., approx. 7.55 acres. 
SJ Irving Property LLC, owner. AMB Services, applicant. Barbosa Pro-
fessional Services, agent. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan – Restaurant with the attendant 
accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises con-
sumption” to S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan – Restaurant with the 
attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-prem-
ises consumption” and Event Center and Outdoor Market uses to add 
outdoor market uses to the existing restaurant and event center.
ZC21-0058: Located at 3033 W. Country Club Drive, approx. 99 square 
feet. Irving Independent School District, owner. Broadus Services on 
behalf of DISH Wireless, applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change from R-6 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-1 (C-N) “Detailed 
Site Plan – Neighborhood Commercial and Wireless Telecommunica-
tions Facility” to allow a 100-ft. tall cellular antenna tower and related 
equipment.
ZC21-0060: Located at 3919 Yogi Way, approx. 0.115 acres. Anupkumar 
Kansara, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site Plan – Single Family Residential” to 
S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site Plan – Single Family Residential” to allow 
a variance to the rear setback and to the maximum lot coverage for a 
principal building. 
ZC21-0061: Located at 550 E. John Carpenter Fwy, approx. 2.982 
acres. 500 EJC Land Owner, LLC, owner. PED DFW John Carpen-
ter, LLC, applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from 
S-P-2 (FWY) “Generalized Site Plan – Freeway” to include a Childcare 
Center to S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan – Restaurant with the atten-
dant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption” and Hotel and Related uses to allow a new dual-branded 
hotel with alcoholic beverage sales and variances to the hotel develop-
ment standards. 
ZC21-0064: Located at 410 Larry Dr., approx. 0.27 acres. Daasni Prop-
erties, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from R-6 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site 
Plan – Single Family Residential” to develop the property with 2 single 
family lots with a variance to the minimum lot width.
ZC21-0065: Located at 2209 Meadow Dale, approx. 0.19 acres. Rolan-
do Reyes, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from R-6 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site 
Plan – Single Family Residential” to allow a carport to encroach into the 
front setback.
ZC21-0068: Located at 2800 Ranch Trail, approx. 5.75 acres. Billingsley 
380 Norther GP, LLC, owner. GANS DFW, LLC, applicant. The appli-
cant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 (C-C) “Generalized Site 
Plan – Community Commercial” to “S-P-2 (C-C) “Generalized Site Plan 
– Community Commercial” and Outdoor Display, Storage and Sales to 
allow a plant nursery with outdoor display, sales and storage. 
ZC21-0069: Located at 4030 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite D222, approx. 
3,540 square feet. Longpoint Property Group, owner. MCB Golf, LLC, 
applicant. DPS Developments, LLC, agent. The applicant is requesting 
a zoning change from S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan for a Restaurant 
with the Attendant Accessory use of the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for 
On-Premises Consumption” to PUD (C-N) “Planned Unit Development 
for Neighborhood Commercial” to reinstate the Neighborhood Commer-
cial uses in a Planned Unit Development.

EMPLOYMENT

FleetPride, Inc. seeks Sr. Supply Chain Analyst in Irving, TX. Provide 
analytic support for supply chain, inventory, and network optimization 
planning. MS in Supply
Chain or Logistics Engineering or related and 2 years of exp. Apply: 
https://www.fleetpride.com/careers/  

Sr. Software Engineer III; MOURI Tech, LLC - Jobs loc in Irving, TX & 
var unanticp locs t/o U.S. Dsgn, devel, & impl s/ware apps. Rev, eval, 
& test clnt/srvr & web apps. Gath & eval user reqs & prcdrs. Perf fine 
tuning & tstng of apps, backend prcdrs, & triggers in D/bases. Work 
w/ var techs such as Java, AngularJS, HTML, Microservices, Oracle, & 
Spring Boot. Trav/relo to var unanticp locs t/o U.S. for l/t & s/t assigns at 
clnt sites. Reqs Master’s  or frgn equivt in Comp Sci, Engng (any), or rel 
& 1 yr exp in job offered or as a Comp S/ware Profl. Email res w/ cover 
letter to: jobs@mouritech.com; Job 21MOL28; EOE

City of Irving, Texas
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Regarding
FY 2020 – 2021 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report
(CAPER)
For the Use of Federal Funds Under
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

November 20, 2021

A draft of the FY 2020–2021 Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report (CAPER) will be made available to the public for re-
view beginning Monday, November 29, 2021 at the City of Irving Plan-
ning and Community Development Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas 75060.  Copies of the draft report will also be distributed 
for public review at the South Irving Library, 601 Schulze Dr., Irving, 
Texas.  The draft report may also be accessed through the Planning 
and Community Development Department’s website at:  https://www.
cityofirving.org/581/Publications-and-Reports  The public review period 
will close on Thursday, December 16, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.

The CAPER is required for federal housing and community develop-
ment programs. Irving’s CAPER reports on the following federal block 
grant programs: Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG); Home Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME); and the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG). The CAPER outlines progress made in achieving goals 
established in the FY 2019–2023 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and the 
FY 2020–2021 Annual Action Plan.  The draft document includes the 
following: 1) information regarding amounts of funds invested in par-
ticular projects and activities; 2) descriptions of households assisted 
through investment of these funds; and other information relevant to the 
status of grant-funded projects administered by the City of Irving which 
affect local housing and community development needs.

The public is invited to comment on this report.  All public comments 
regarding the City’s performance under these federal programs can be 
made in writing to the Planning and Community Development Depart-
ment, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 or by calling 972-721-
4800 or E-mail to leverett@cityofirving.org.  Public comments must be 
received by Thursday, December 16, 2021 by the close of business at 
5:00 pm.  The final FY 2020–2021 Consolidated Annual Performance 
and Evaluation Report document, including all public comments, will be 
submitted to HUD no later than December 30, 2021.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #185 Comprehensive 
Compensation/Classification Study. Specifications may be obtained 
from Bidsync.com. Proposals can be submitted until 10:00 a.m. CST 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at 
Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A 
Pre-Proposal meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. CST, Tuesday, November 23, 2021, at the City 
of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vND4II-xR42EjeZ-
twdnksw

RFP Open – Tuesday, December 7, 2021 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YTAvC8vUS0qsSV1kI-
wQ_Kg

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-1122-02 TRAFFIC SIGNAL 
ROYAL LANE AND NORTHPOINT.   Specifications may be obtained 
from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Tues-
day, November 30, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at Cop-
pell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid 
meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 
p.m. CST, Tuesday, November 23, 2021, at the City of Coppell, 255 
Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iI250g9eQDOaI605dF-
GYdA

Bid Open – Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3-WvDK_8Rnya-
onUIR4Ns0w

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #184 Citywide Video 
Services.   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Pro-
posals can be submitted until 11:00 a.m. CST Tuesday, December 
7, 2021, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town Center, 
at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal meeting, 
which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
CST, Tuesday, November 23, 2021, at the City of Coppell, 255 Park-
way Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 11:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vE9khXVHSmuP--ca-
j3HM7A

RFP Open – Tuesday, December 7, 2021 11:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BiVJTTkPQ1q6lZ-
K_2VkqtQ

Coppell

Ordinance No. 2021-1567

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 9 “GEN-
ERAL REGULATIONS”, ARTICLE 9-1 “ANIMAL SERVICES” OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO AMEND SECTION 9-1-8 “ANIMAL AP-
PEALS AND ADVISORY BOARD’ SUBSECTIONS A AND B, TO IN-
CREASE THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS FROM THREE (3) TO FIVE 
(5); PROVIDING THAT AT LEAST THREE MEMBERS APPROVE OR 
DENY AN APPEAL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN ALTERNATE; PROVID-
ING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 

Ordinance No. 91500-A-771

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE 
CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY 
GRANTING A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM PD-213R2-H (PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT-213 REVISION 2-HISTORIC) TO PD-
213R6-H (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 213 REVISION 6-HISTORIC) 
TO AMEND THE CONCEPT PLAN AND ATTACH A DETAIL SITE PLAN 
TO ALLOW FIVE LIVE/WORK UNITS AND A COMMON PARKING 
AREA ON 0.71 ACRES OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF SOUTH COPPELL ROAD AND MCNEAR DRIVE, 
AND BEING · MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
ATTACHED HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN; PROVIDING 
FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE DETAIL SITE PLAN, TREE SURVEY, 
LANDSCAPE PLAN, ELEVATIONS AND RENDERINGS, ATTACHED 
HERETO AS EXHIBITS “B”, “C”, “D”, “E” AND “F” RESPECTIVELY; 
PROVIDING DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; PROVIDING A RE-
PEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PRO-
VIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENAL TY OF FINE NOT 
TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice of Auction

The City of Coppell will be holding an online auction hosted by Rene 
Bates Auctioneers. Visit www.ReneBates.com to bid on any of these 
items.  The auction will close on December 7, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. (CST)

LEGAL
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FUN & GAMES

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Eight
2. Liberty Island
3. Johann Strauss II
4. A triangle
5. Syzygy
6. Five
7. Haddonfield, Illinois
8. Frequency modula-

tion
9. “Anna Karenina”
10. White

ANSWER KEYS

Veterans Village: 
David Steps Up

* Thanksgiving Tip: “Let 
one person be responsible for 
putting prep dishes, pots and 
pans in the dishwasher while 
another prepares the bird and 
side dishes for the table. You 
will be halfway done with dish-
es by the time the meal is over.” 
-- M.A. in Washington

* “Bake stuffing in muffin 
tins for individual servings. 
Also, if your family is anything 
like mine, we love the crispy 
parts, and everyone will get 
some this way!” -- W.G. in Mis-
sissippi

* “If you host a large family 
holiday gathering and serve a 
lot of side dishes, try this trick 
to them hot while waiting for 
other items to finish in the 
oven. Simply cover the bottom 
of a clean ice chest with a few 
trivets or a couple kitchen tow-
els, and set casseroles and ov-
en-cooked meats inside. Most 
people use a cooler to keep 
things cold, but the insulation 
works just as well to keep hot 

* 'Scotch' used to be a syn-
onym for “'hrifty' or 'frugal.' 
When cellophane tape was first 
invented in the Great Depres-
sion, it was marketed as 'Scotch 
tape;' it extended objects' lives 

I had to park on the street be-
cause the lot behind the coffee 
shop was completely full, with 

things hot ... at least for a little 
while.” -- M.E. in West Virginia

* “An oldie but a goodie, and 
certainly considerate of dear 
old Mom: In my family, you 
come to Thanksgiving dinner 
with your own plastic contain-
ers for leftovers. If you don’t 
bring your own, you don’t go 
home with tomorrow’s lunch. 
Mom instituted this rule after 
the first Thanksgiving when 
all the kids had moved out. We 
practically cleaned her out of 
Tupperware!” -- E.Y. in New 
Mexico

* Recipe substitution: If you 
need 1 teaspoon of pumpkin 
pie spice, use 1/2 teaspoon cin-
namon, 1/4 teaspoon ginger, 
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg and 1/8 
teaspoon ground cloves.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803. 

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc. 

the older veterans relegated to 
the sidewalk. Sarge and David, 
the homeless veteran building 
contractor, were waving hands 
and instructing the truckers to 
carefully wedge three, not two 
this time, but three tiny-home 
wheel frames onto the lot. 
Inches mattered.

The land itself for the coming 
Veterans Village was a thing of 
beauty. Partially cleared but 
with plenty of trees still left, it 
was tucked into some acreage 
right at the edge of town. The 
first tiny home was to be deliv-
ered in three days, hauled over 
and hooked up to the under-
ground electric. Town officials 
and inspectors were sure to be 
hovering.

David, responsible for Vet-
erans Village, had opted not to 
grab one of the first tiny homes 
as his own. Instead, he’d stay 
in the attic dorm above the cof-
fee shop for now, if that was all 
right with Sarge. 

“Stay as long as you like,” 
Sarge had said.

Sarge was actually glad to 
have him there. David had 
been a good influence on the 
dorm crew, especially the 
young veteran who still didn’t 
have a job. He had gone on a 
number of interviews, none of 
them successful. The problem, 
as David discovered late one 
night in the dorm, was that 

the veteran couldn’t read. He 
would stare at magazines and 
turn pages, but couldn’t tell you 
what the words were. Say one 
thing to him, however, and he 
would remember it forever. 

Which was why David hired 
him to work on the tiny homes 
as a yard helper. “I can rattle off 
a list of 20 things for him to do 
during the day, and they’ll all 
be done perfectly,” David told 
Sarge. “Darn shame he can’t 
read. He could go far.”

Hearing that, Sarge stepped 
into the coffee shop, shut the 
door and called his grand-
daughter. “Baby girl, this is 
Granddad,” he said. “You ever 
teach anybody to read?” 

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

and saved you money.
* A grizzly bear has enough 

bite strength to crush a bowl-
ing ball.

* There is a psychological 
state called “helper’s high” in 
which the act of giving pro-
duces endorphins in the brain 
that provide a mild version of a 
morphine high.

* Table tennis balls can trav-
el off the paddle at a speed of 
105.6 mph.

* From 1932 to 1967, there 
was a casino called the “Bull-
pen” in a stone building on the 
grounds of the Nevada State 
prison in Carson City, where 
inmates could play blackjack, 
craps, poker and bet on sports.

* When Frito-Lay introduced 
a compostable bag for its Sun 
Chips brand in 2010, consum-
ers noticed that its crinkling 
and crackling was significant-
ly louder than previous bags 
-- testing at 95 decibels, it was 
about as loud as a motorcycle! 
It was discontinued in 2011.

* Scientists estimate that 
the average person is over five 
times as likely to die in a hypo-
thetical human species extinc-
tion event as in a car crash.

* A man sued Warner Bros., 
and won, after he was injured 
while fainting during a 1974 
screening of “The Exorcist.”

* The 700-year-old Starken-
berger brewery in Tarrenz, 
Austria, has seven swimming 
pools filled with beer. The 
brewery, which is housed in an 
ancient castle, converted the 
old vats in the fermentation 
room to pools.

* A 19th-century costume 
designer invented the horned 
Viking helmet.

* In 1994, Chicago artist 
Dwight Kalb made a statue 
of singer Madonna from 180 
pounds of ham.

* Chocolate milk was origi-
nally sold as medicine.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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FUN & GAMES

Foreign Radio
Stations and

Language Lessons
Here we are, still stuck most-

ly at home for another winter. 
Looking for ways to get out, 
even if it’s only mentally, I’ve 
discovered internet radio.

It’s easy to get started. I went 
to Radio.net (with 33,000 sta-
tions around the world) and on 
a whim I typed in Ireland for a 
search function. That got me 
15 stations in Ireland. I tried 
Canada, and that netted me 44 
stations. Searching for France, 
I found 798 stations. I went 
with a French talk show aimed 
at seniors and have been able 
to test the free French lessons 
I’ve been taking online with 
Duolingo.

If you get hooked on listening 
to the radio on your computer, 
you might consider investing 
in a good pair of speakers. I 
prefer the wired speakers, as 
opposed to struggling with 
Bluetooth connections, and a 
decent set can be had for less 
than $25. I’m still using a pair 
of 3-inch cube speakers with a 
very handy volume button that 
I purchased seven years ago.

As for the free French lessons 
on Duolingo (duolingo.com), 
I’ve decided to start again at 
the beginning. There are four 
goal levels: casual, regular, se-
rious and intense, meaning 5, 
10, 15 or 20 minutes per day 
of instruction. Now that I’ve 
found that French talk show, 
not to mention all the other 797 
French stations, I’m going to 
get more serious about learn-
ing French. 

On Radio.net there was an 
offer to get a free phone app 
at the App store or on Google 
Play, but you can just click the 
green arrow for connection. 
One thing to keep in mind 
about radio apps for phones 
or tablets -- they do use data. 
If you’re on a cellphone plan, 
make sure you are using Wi-Fi, 
or be aware of how much data 
you are using. You can always 
listen on the computer.

1. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many dry quarts are in a peck?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What’s the 
name of the island where the 
Statue of Liberty stands?

3. MUSIC: Which composer 
is known as “The Waltz King”?

4. GEOMETRY: What is a 
three-sided polygon called?

5. ASTRONOMY: What is it 
called when three celestial bod-
ies are arranged in a straight 
line?

6. TELEVISION: How many 
Huxtable children were in 
the long-running “The Cosby 
Show”?

7. MOVIES: What’s the 
name of the town in the “Hal-
loween” horror movie series?

8. SCIENCE: What does the 
acronym FM stand for?

9. LITERATURE: Which 
famous novel begins with the 
line, “Happy families are all 
alike; every unhappy family is 
unhappy in its own way”?

10. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What color is alabas-
ter?

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Irving Archives 
and Museum (IAM) presented 
their grand opening and ribbon 
cutting, an “Ice Cream Social 
with a Twist,” in the Museum 
on W. Irving Blvd. on Nov. 13. 

Irving Archives and Museum holds grand opening
IAM kicked off the cele-

bration the previous evening 
with a“Rum Runners and Rug 
Cutters Party,” with patrons 
and staff dressed up in 1920’s 
attire, reflecting one of their 
current exhibitions, “Spirited: 

Prohibition in America.”
“It’s a great day for us to fi-

nally see the achievement so 
many of the community mem-
bers have put their hearts and 
souls into and that actually 
came to fruition today in the 
opening of this museum,” May-
or Rick Stopfer said. “If you go 
back and you look at the many 
individuals who have kept this 
dream alive and this vision 
moving forward, unfortunate-

ly a lot of them are not with us 
anymore. As I said to [museum 
guide] Mary [Higbie], it’d be 
interesting to put together a list 
of those individuals who kept 
this running all this time.

“I’m proud of the coun-
cil and committees that have 
continued to focus on this to 
make sure we get a chance for 
residents to see our arts and 
culture.”

“We had a soft opening 
on Feb. 20, which means we 
weren’t fully 100 percent op-
erational,” Jennifer Landry, 
director of museums for the 
city of Irving, said. “We got our 
operations under control when 
we soft opened, and the plan 
was to have a grand opening in 
May of 2020. “Obviously, that 
did not happen because of the 
pandemic, and it’s not been a 
safe environment. 

“We wanted to give people 
an opportunity to see the mu-
seum and be safe. But we felt 
with the Spirit of Traveling 
exhibition coming in, which 
is about prohibition, it was a 
great time to have a party and 
to celebrate the opening of the 
museum. We needed this mile-
stone to raise awareness that 
we’re open. 

“Obviously, the news is fo-
cused on more pressing items 
than a museum opening. It was 

really hard to get the word out. 
This is hopefully going to help 
people know we’re here, we’re 
open, and we’re a safe place to 
visit.

“The Archives and Museum 
is about the city of Irving. It is 
about our history and about 
the broader history of North 
Texas, and also the national 
context,” Landry said. “There’s 
a permanent exhibition called 
the ‘Irving Story’ that follows 
the city’s development through 
time. There’s a chronology 
where you learn about the pro-
gression and growth of the city. 

“Then we have a temporary 
exhibition gallery, where we 
rotate exhibits every four to six 
months. We also have a com-
munity gallery space where 
we have a nationally traveling 
show right now, but at oth-
er times, we have communi-
ty-based curated exhibitions. 

“The Spark Lab is a Smith-
sonian program. We are the 
first in Texas to offer this space 
where kids get to learn how 
to be inventors. It can be for 
adults too. You don’t have to be 
a kid. 

“We have two temporary 
exhibitions here right now. 
One is called, “Two Minutes to 
Midnight,” which takes a look 
at the architecture of Arma-
geddon. This is a photography 

exhibition looking at spaces 
where the Cold War happened, 
like fallout shelters, missile si-
los, and that sort of thing.

“The second exhibition, 
called “Spirited: Prohibition 
in America,” looks at the steps 
taken to pass an amendment 
where we basically made it il-
legal to sell alcohol. Then the 
steps that led to repealing that. 
It looks at the Hollywood ver-
sion with the gangsters, speak-
easies, and things like that. At 
the same time, we have wom-
en’s right to vote starting to de-
velop, and it looks at the civic 
side. It’s a really good, rich ex-
hibition on that history.”

Mayor Stopfer cut the rib-
bon, announcing the Irving Ar-
chives and Museum was fully 
open.

“I was going to try to thank 
some people, but I don’t even 
want to start, because there are 
so many people that have been 
a part of this for so many years,” 
Stopfer said. “There have been 
many mayors involved, as well 
as a lot of council members, 
and so many, many, many 
great citizens. On behalf of the 
Irving City Council, we’re excit-
ed to cut the ribbon and move 
forward with this plan that’s 
been in the works for at least 
30 years.”

By Michael Castello
Irving—A car accident at the 
intersection of MacArthur Blvd. 
and Ranchview Dr. took the 
life of an eight month-old child 
at about 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 14.

The infant fell out of the car’s 
back right door, which opened 
while the car was in motion. 
The infant was run over by 
another vehicle. There was no 
collision of vehicles, according 
to Irving Police information of-
ficer Robert Reeves. 

“Inside the vehicle was the 
mom of the child, a six year-old 
child, a three year-old child, a 
two year old-child, and then of 
course the eight month-old,” 
Reeves said. “None of the chil-
dren were secured in any type 
of a seatbelt or a child safety 
seat. There were child safety 
seats in the vehicle, but they 
were not secured to the seat 
either.

Police seek information 
in deadly auto accident

“The vehicle was traveling 
northbound on MacArthur 
entering into that intersec-
tion, turning westbound onto 
Ranchview.

“We believe the vehicle that 
drove over the child was either 
right behind the mom’s car or 
in the right lane directly next to 
it. We do not believe there was 
any malicious intent. We’re not 
calling it a hit and run, because 
we honestly don’t think the 
person who ran over the child 
knows they ran over that child. 
The vehicle we believe ran over 
the child is a black sedan.

“If you were near there, call 
us, because your vehicle might 
have been involved. You might 
have seen something you think 
is not critical but can help us 
piece together a complete pic-
ture of what occurred.

“The main thing is this is 
heartbreaking and something 

to reiterate to everybody who 
has small children or knows 
somebody with small children 
to use those safety features,” 
Reeves said. “A child under the 
age of five is required to be in 
a child safety seat until they 
reach that age. Between five 
and eight, they have to at least 
be in a booster seat. We need 
them to have those safety pre-
cautions, not only for if they fall 
out of a car, but in case they’re 
involved in an accident.

“There’s a range of potential 
charges [the driver] could face, 
but one charge that could be 
in there is endangerment to a 
child.

“We’re asking anybody who 
was in the area around 10:30 
Sunday morning to definitely 
contact us,” Reeves said. “My 
hit and run investigator is In-
vestigator Lospeich. His phone 
number is 972-721-2761.”

that had trouble and make sure 
we fix those problems.”

Should ERCOT find plants 
that are non-compliant, it will 
forward these findings to the 
Public Utility Commission 
(PUC) of Texas, which now has 
the power to fine these plants 
$1 million for each day they are 
not in compliance. 

One major concern of Texas 
residents during the storm was 
the lack of communication be-
tween ERCOT, energy provid-
ers like Reliant and TXU Ener-
gy, and their customers about 
how long they could expect 
their power to be out. 

However, Jones is adamant 
that lack of communication 
will not reoccur this winter. 

“The legislature gave us the 
capability to announce an Am-
ber Alert when there are these 
conditions so you know [what’s 
going on],” he said. “You get 
the alert on your phone or see it 
on a roadside sign, and you can 
get prepared. We’re working 
closely with the PUC for them 
to help amplify our message 
and get it out to the public.”

Jones stated that about 
7,000 of the 50,000 megawatts 
lost during the storm were be-
cause generating plants did not 
have enough fuel on hand to 
operate. He also cleared up the 

misconception the blackouts 
were caused by an overreliance 
on “green” energy like wind 
and solar. 

“Wind was offline, but we 
weren’t expecting a lot during 
that time. Solar was offline, but 
we weren’t expecting hardly 
anything at time,” Jones said. 
“Every resource was out: nu-
clear, coal, gas, solar, and wind, 
which went offline because of 
the freezing rain.”

Another misconception is a 
number of those plants were 
offline due to maintenance. 

“We do our maintenance in 
the fall and spring, not the win-
ter, because we know we need 
those units during the winter,” 
Jones said. “We know there’s 
a good chance a cold weather 
event will happen. Ninety-eight 
percent of the outages were on 
things that broke, not because 
of maintenance.”

Jones also addressed the 
resignations of several ER-
COT board members who were 
based outside of Texas. He 
does not think those members 
were part of the problem, but 
he respects the decision of the 

state legislature and Governor 
Greg Abbott to have them de-
part. 

He also discussed ERCOT’s 
60-point Roadmap to Improv-
ing Grid Reliability, a series of 
initiatives which are featured 
on ERCOT’s website to make 
the Texas grid more reliable. 

“We have got 45 of the 60 
done right now. My goal was 
to finish them all by December. 
We won’t do that but will have 
most of them finished,” Jones 
said. “These are things we 
know we always should have 
worked on, but we didn’t.”

That roadmap and other 
measures undertaken since 
the storm all serve a common 
goal: ERCOT restoring trust 
with the citizens of Texas, a 
process which will not happen 
overnight. 

“I do believe we’re doing the 
right thing to be ready for the 
future and for this winter. For 
ERCOT to build back trust, it’s 
going to take this winter, next 
winter and it’s going to take 
100 winters and summers,” 
Jones said. “We have to contin-
ue to prove ourselves to you.”
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By Michael Castello
Irving—The city of Irving hon-
ored veterans of all armed ser-
vices on Veterans Day at Veter-
ans Memorial Park and in the 
Jack D. Huffman Community 
Building auditorium.

The event featured a laying 
of the wreaths procession led 
by Marine Corps Staff Sergeant 
David Gutierrez and a playing 
of ‘Taps.’ 

“Every time ‘Taps’ is played, 
if you’re inside a military base, 
the guys and the soldiers with-
in the base, they come to atten-

Irving  celebrates  veterans
tion and stay there until it’s fin-
ished,” Gutierrez said.

“[The laying of a wreath 
shows] a respect. There is usu-
ally a grave, and you’re laying 
the wreath there, over your fall-
en soldier. You have all kinds of 
military. It’s for all of them, no 
matter what branch you come 
from,” he said.

Gutierrez served in the Ma-
rines for six years, starting the 
day after he graduated from 
Carter High School in 1971. He 
then joined the Texas National 
Guard, where he served until 

1997. 
“Veterans Day reflects on the 

people that saved our country,” 
Air Force Captain Paul Dean 
said. “[They saved it] in a lot of 
ways when you think about it. 
Having known so many in the 
military, a lot of them are gone 
now, so it’s important to me.

“I come from a military 
family. My father Albert Dean 
was in the army. He landed in 

VETERANS PARADE
Continued from Page 1

tary flyover.
“Taps” played, and a 21-gun 

salute announced the begin-
ning of the festivities.

“I’ve planned a lot of the 
operations around with the 
[Horse] Detachment,” First 
Lieutenant John Trainor with 
the First Cavalry Division of the 
Golden Knights said. “I coordi-
nate events around the Texas 
area and around the country. I 
also take care of a lot of the co-
ordination within the detach-
ment, making sure we have the 
correct postures and making 
sure everyone’s squared away 
with it.”

The parade featured a range 
of different organizations, such 
as high school marching bands, 
Junior Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps (JROTC) units, the 
Horse Detachment of the 1st 
Cavalry Division from Fort 
Hood, and civic organizations 
that benefit veterans.

“I came out today, because 
we have over 5,000 cadets 
in the Fort Worth Indepen-
dent School District; 15 high 
school JROTC programs and 
20 middle school programs 
that we call JCC (Junior Cadet 
Corps),” John Crossley, Jr., 
Lt. Col. US Army (ret) and di-
rector of Army Instruction at 
Fort Worth ISD, said. “This is 

a chance to show not only com-
munity service, community 
support, but their patriotism 
and their citizenship. 

“Some of the cadets have the 
servant heart, and the JROTC 
instructors are role models 
for them. They aspire to go 
into the military and serve in 
uniform. But the other point 
you could serve in community 
leadership, which is as import-
ant as leadership in our Armed 
Services. We’re all citizens and 
show citizenship values by 
showing respect for those who 
have voluntarily taken an oath 
to serve this contract constitu-
tion is as important as young 
leaders showing their support. 

That is why they’re all here.
“The JROTC program na-

tionally is a citizenship pro-
gram, and the mission is to mo-
tivate young people to be better 
citizens. You get better by get-
ting involved. This is the first 
parade for a lot of these kids, 
or their first veteran parade. 
They’re blown away to then see 
others like themselves. You’re 
part of something larger. 

“I was here making sure the 
joint color guard was in place, 
getting all of these buses in and 
getting the cadets unloaded 
and providing information into 
their lineup. I’m sort of like an 
air traffic controller. That was 
my role today. 

HONOR GUARD
Continued from Page 1

Fire Department, said. “Going 
to Arlington National Ceme-
tery and seeing the changing 
of the guard epitomizes to me 
what their motto is. 

“It’s a huge honor for us to 
host them here. I hope they got 
some good training this week. 
Everyone’s going to be able to 
take it back to their depart-
ments and make their honor 
guards better.”

In 2006, the NHGA hosted 
its first academies in Florida, 
Oregon, Texas, and Virginia. 
That number has grown to nine 
academies in 2021 as the orga-
nization nears 3,000 alumni 
across the country. That group 
not only represents fire, police, 
and emergency services, but 
also includes other groups like 
school bus drivers and organi-
zations like the Transportation 
Service Administration and 
Department of Homeland Se-

curity. 
“To say they share their pas-

sion is an understatement,” 
Swartz said. “It’s an honor for 
us to step in front of folks who 

France two days after D-Day 
and was there until the end 
of the war in Germany. After-
ward, he stayed in the military, 
and we moved all around the 
world. Started in Fort Knox, 
then two years in Japan. We 
were up in the D.C. area, went 
to Germany. 

“My tour was Taiwan and 
Vietnam, so I love the country.

“I have one friend, we were 

“This is part of develop-
ing them. They are leaders. I 
call them our young leaders. 
A leader, according to John 
Maxwell, is anyone who makes 
things better. They are leaders, 
because they’re making things 
better. You don’t need a ti-
tle. You don’t need a position. 
You’re a leader if you’re im-
proving things.”

Ignacio Cruz watched the pa-
rade with his wife, Irinea, and 
two exchange students, from 
Germany and France. 

“I served seven years in the 
Marines, and 11 in the Army,” 
Cruz said. “This parade means 
a lot to me, and that’s why I like 
to do this every year. I started 
hosting [exchange students] 
three years ago with two stu-
dents a year from Europe. I like 
this especially, because I can’t 
continue with the military any-
more because of injuries. I like 
to share the freedom we enjoy 
here in the United States.”

One of the students Cruz is 
hosting is Chloe Louis from 
France.

“We study about USA in 
France, and I wanted to see 
how [it] was to live here,” Louis 

said. “America is very powerful 
and influences all over in the 
world. I have never seen a pa-
rade before, and I find it amaz-
ing.”

“I’ve never seen a parade like 

this,” fellow exchange student 
Julia Huber said. “We don’t 
have that in Germany and to 
see all those people who appre-
ciate the veterans and the mili-
tary is cool.”

Ssgt. David Gutierrez lays a wreath in Irving's Veterans Memorial Park. / Photo 
by John Starkey.

National Honor Guard Academy students practice funeral processions. / Photo by Stephen Hunt.

get it. They want to pay it for-
ward. They want to do things 
the right way. They want to 
honor our fallen, and they 
want to respect every ounce of 

sacrifice that’s woven into ev-
ery stitch of our flag and all the 
blood, sweat, and tears that’s 
gone into making the country 
what it is.”

in Japan together in 1948, and 
I’m still in contact with him. 
He lived next door, and he 
went Navy,” Dean said. “I’m 
still in contact with classmates 
of mine from the [Air Force] 
Academy.

“When the Korean War 
started, my dad went to Korea. 

“After high school, I was able 
to go to the Air Force Academy. 

I spent four years there pilot 
training and graduated in 1961. 
I finished pilot training and 
went to Vietnam, where I flew 
C-130s,” Dean said. “My broth-
er Richard was in the 101st Air-
borne, and he got to Vietnam 
just before me. Every once in 
a while I would pick him up in 
my C-130 and fly him around. 
He later joined the FBI.”

American Legion riders with their star-spangled vehicles at the Tarrant 
County Veterans Day parade. / Photo by Stacey Doud.


