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By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—The 1956 Elvis 
Presley classic tune so eloquent-
ly says, “You can do anything, 
but stay off of my blue suede 
shoes.” The Grand Prairie Po-
lice Department did not hand 
out blue suede shoes, but it did 
give out over 300 pairs of new 
shoes to students at Hobbs 
Williams Elementary during its 
Blue Shoes Program on Friday, 
Nov. 18. 

The event, sponsored by on-
line retailing giant Amazon, 
which donated all the shoes, 
was the second Blue Shoes Pro-
gram the department has done 
in several weeks. Throughout 
the day, classes of children 
walked into the school’s gym-
nasium, where officers, teach-
ers and other volunteers were 
waiting. 

Upon entering the gym, the 
kids were cheered and received 
high-fives. Students received a 
new pair of shoes which were 
placed on their feet by a Grand 
Prairie officer, who made sure 
each child not only liked their 
new footwear but also that the 
shoes fit properly. 

After receiving their new 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—They say absence 
makes the heart grow fonder. 
For judo competitors across 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas and 
from around the country, the 
robust attendance at the 55th 
annual 2021 Dallas Invitational 
hosted in the Irving Convention 
Center on Saturday, Nov. 20, 
showed that is clearly the case. 

Due to the pandemic, the 
tournament was cancelled 
in 2020. However, the latest 
event attracted 810 competi-
tors, up from 590 in 2019. 

“It’s really amazing we had 
the turnout we did,” Ken Pat-
teson, co-tournament director, 
said. “We weren’t really sure 
what to expect after being can-
celled last year. We’ve always 
had six competition areas. 
When we started getting en-
tries a week ago, they started 
really piling up, so we had to 
scramble to get two more to be 
able to handle the increase.”

Also helping grow the 
event’s numbers in 2021 were 

By Stacey Doud
Irving—The Preserve Hallow-
een Festival encouraged folks 
to “Keep Halloween Alive” by 
honoring departed loved ones 
and having fun at the Irving 
Convention Center, Nov. 20-21. 

Many artists, writers, and 
creative professionals attended 
the event.

“Goosebumps was a book 
series that came out in the 
1990s,” Tim Jacobus, the orig-
inal illustrator of R.L. Stine’s 
Goosebumps series, said. 
“1992 was the very first publi-
cation to date. I believe there 
have been over 380 million 
copies of Goosebumps sold, 
and it’s still rolling today. I am 
no longer the cover artist for 
Goosebumps sketching, be-
cause they cycle people to keep 
it fresh.

“If you follow Nancy Drew, 
that just keeps changing and 
changing. So, it’s a standard 
practice. Look at a Nancy Drew 
covers from the 50’s and 60’s. 
They are way different than the 

By Arden Terry 
Irving—One Community USA, 
the Irving Police Department, 
and Vic’s Barber Shop part-
nered to host a Thanksgiving 
food give away on Friday, Nov. 
19. Foods including turkeys 
and pies were given away in the 
parking lot of Vic’s Barbershop.

“The food was donated 
through a donor who came 
through One Community 
USA,” John Plunkett of the Ir-
ving Police Department said. 
“We discussed this with One 
Community USA, and we said, 
‘We would like turkeys to give 
away for Thanksgiving.’ We did 
this same event at a different 
barbershop last year. 

“We are trying to make this 

Halloween influences 
creativity and arts

ones today. The classic series 
had 62 books. I’ve represent-
ed them with 10 here. I also 
did the follow up series called 
‘Series 2000.’ Over the course 
of my run, I did about 110, 115 
special editions.

“My father knew how to 
draw, and I started to draw be-
cause I saw him drawing. He 
used it as a way to tell a story. 
Like he would say, ‘I’m going 
to build a deck on the back of 
the house, and I think it’s going 
to look like this.’ Drawing was 
something we did in the house. 
But my father worked as a 
pharmaceutical manufacturer, 
and my mom worked at the 
hospital. Drawing was more of 
a hobby.”

Bobby Roe and Zack An-
drews directed and produced 
the films, “The Houses October 
Built,” with the support of Ste-
ven Schneider, the producer of 
“Paranormal Activity,” “Insidi-
ous,” and “The Devil Inside.” 

“We traveled the country 
trying to find the most extreme 

100 houses and [the most ex-
treme] found us,” Andrews 
said. “It’s called ‘The Blue Skel-
eton.’ 

“We’ve always had a passion 
[for haunted houses], and we 
noticed nobody had ever put 
it on the big screen before. We 
wanted to be the first movie 

to be in theaters with haunt-
ed houses with a narrative 
wrapped around it. We started 
[in Texas] because it felt like 
the Haunt Capital of the world. 
We wanted to make sure we 
used all genuine Texas haunts 
in part one.”

“There’s no reason to cast 
anyone,” Roe said. “These 
people [in the haunts] have it 

factors like DFW having a 
strong judo community, other 
tournaments were cancelled 
because other states still have 
tight restrictions due to the 
pandemic, and competitors 
want to get out, interact with 
their fellow judo aficionados, 
and compete again. 

The event has been held at 
the convention center for the 
past few years, a spot which 
Patteson and other organizers 
consider ideal. 

“We’re in Dallas, the middle 
of the country, and it’s easy 
to travel here,” Patteson said. 
“Irving and this neighborhood 
around here has good hotels. 
The convention center is a 
great space for it. It’s plenty big 
and a very nice facility. 

“This is our 55th year of 
the Dallas Invitational. Since 
we’ve been doing it here, we’ve 
shared the venue with USA 
Judo. They made the deal with 
the convention center. Since 

Dallas Judo
returns

with a flair

Shop Talk gives away 
Thanksgiving foods

an annual event as long as we 
have the donors to provide tur-
keys. One Community came 
through for us last year and 
they did the same thing this 
year.

“One Community USA has 
taken our program Shop Talk 
throughout the Dallas Fort 
Worth area, and eventually 
we hope to take it nationwide. 
We have thirty shops here in 
Irving, and the whole purpose 
of the program is to build a re-
lationship between the police 

and the community.
“This program was recog-

nized by the Department of 
Justice in 2019. I actually went 
to Washington D.C. and met 
with the United States Attor-
ney General, and he recognized 
the Irving Police Department 
Shop Talk Program for what 
we were doing in the commu-
nity by building relationships,” 
he said.

“One of the police officers 

Kids receive 
new shoes

footwear, some children be-
came so excited they either 
jumped for joy or ran up and 
down the gym floor, testing 
their new shoes. 

Students then played a 
friendly game of tug of war 
against Chief Daniel Scesney. 

“I think it’s great to see the 
kids so excited when you put 
the shoes on,” Mesias Trejo, 
principal of Hobbs Williams 
Elementary, said. “The smiles; 
it gets you teary to see how 
much fun they’re having and 
just building that relationship 
with the police department and 
the students.

“With how they’re playing 
tug-of-war with the kids, I 
think that’s going to make a 
big impact. I think this is one 
of those big experiences as kids 
they’re going to remember. 
It’s one of them that’s going to 
stick with them. As principal, it 
makes me very happy we were 
able to partner with everybody 
to make this happen.”

Grand Prairie Police De-
partment does a wide range of 
events to benefit the commu-

Greg Hollows dresses as Krampus to attend the Preserve Halloween Festival 
with his daughter, Crystal Simmons. / Photo by Stacey Doud.
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

 Dianne Carol Maitland  Nov 1, 1947 ~ Nov 13, 2021
 Leonardo Daniel Huerta Aug 6, 1988 ~ Nov 18, 2021
 John Stinson   Aug 12, 1926 ~ Nov 19, 2021

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Mary Loveta Bales  Feb 18, 1941 ~ Nov 18, 2021
 Homer Anthony Brogden Oct 15, 1949 ~ Nov 19, 2021
 Garland Dean Moser  Apr 15, 1939 ~ Nov 20, 2021
 Shann Grantham  Feb 26, 1966 ~ Nov 20, 2021
 Virginia Becerra  Nov 30, 1978 ~ Nov 17, 2021

SHOP TALK
Continued from Page 1

Charles S. “Charlie” Mackin 
passed away peacefully in Dal-
las, TX on November 18, 2021. 
Charlie was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife Anne Nal-
ley Mackin who passed away 
in 2014. Charlie was born on 
January 20, 1936 to his par-
ents James Alexander Mackin 
and Hildegarde Schwartz-
walder Mackin in Louisville, 
KY. Prior to moving to Dal-
las in 1972, Charlie taught 
math at Flaget High School 
and Trinity High School in 
Louisville, Kentucky. He also 
taught math at Pinkston High 
School and El Centro College 
in Dallas. Charlie received his 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Louisville and 
his master’s degree from the 
University of North Texas. 
He was given the highest title 
of honor, Kentucky Colonel, 
bestowed by the Governor of 
Kentucky, of which he was 
so proud. Charlie was an avid 
snow skier for most of his life 
and loved his annual ski trips 
to the mountains of Colora-
do and New Mexico. Charlie 
was truly loved by everyone 
and was a second father to his 
many nieces and nephews. He 
will be greatly missed.
Charlie is preceded in death by 

his sisters, Ann Mackin Gra-
ham, Alice Mackin Magan, 
and Mary Mackin Shore; and 
brother James Mackin. Left 
to cherish his memory are his 
8 nieces and nephews and 22 
great nieces and nephews.
Family will receive friends 
on Tuesday, November 23, 
2021 from 1:00 PM to 2:00 
PM at Holy Family of Naza-
reth Catholic Church located 
at 2323 Cheyenne St., Irving, 
TX 75062. A Mass of Chris-
tian burial will take place af-
ter visitation at 2:00 PM at 
the church. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made Holy 
Family of Nazareth Catholic 
Church.

CHARLES S. "CHARLIE" MACKIN

who comes to me to get his hair 
cut, just kind of brought [this 
event] up and brought it to my 
attention,” Victor Villalobos, 
the owner of Vic’s Barber 
Shop, said. “Officer Plunkett 
came and talked to me about 
it, and we were connecting and 
talking. I was able to connect 
him to other barbers and to 
other barber shops too. I just 
really play a small role, but I 
am honored.

“We were able to give out 
free turkeys and pies to the 
community, obviously no 
strings attached. It was really 
to let people know that we’re 
here. Also they are able to see 
the officers in a different way. 
Most of the time we see them 
just as law enforcement, but 
they see them not only as law 
enforcement but as somebody 
that is here with open arms 
that’s here to help people.”

Leticia Reyes, the commu-
nity outreach manager for One 
Community USA, was involved 
in the planning of the event. 

“We actually did this [food 

giveaway] last year, and we 
work in different cities,” Reyes 
said. “We work with Irving po-
lice department, Fort Worth 
police department, Arlington 
police department, Carrolton, 
Euless, DeSoto, and The Colo-
ny. 

“We try to have different 
events throughout the year. We 
have back to school events and 
have school supplies for the 
children when they’re going 
back to school. Free haircuts 
from the barbers. For the holi-
days, we’re giving away turkeys 
and try to feed families.

“We are always planning 
events. We’ve got some events 
hopefully for Christmas for 
families in need. We’ve got a 
lot of support. We’re getting 
a lot of participation from the 
community.”

“I think [the event] was very 
well organized,” Robert Beni-
tez, a director of One Commu-
nity USA, said. “The officers 
came and helped. They had 
a beautiful table setup. You 
couldn’t beat it.

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Go Irving School 
Choice Expo was presented at 
the Irving Convention Center 
on Thursday, Nov. 11.

Parents and students ob-
tained information and asked 
questions of representatives 
from any of Irving ISD’s 36 
elementary, middle, and high 
school campuses. Visitors to 
the expo could watch cooking 
demonstrations by Irving ISD 
culinary arts students, and 
robotics and drone students 
showing off their work. Expo 
attendees could also learn 
about careers in fields like avi-
ation, dog grooming and train-
ing, and emergency services. 

Irving ISD chief of market-
ing and communications Dr. 
Nicole Mansell saw Dallas ISD 
hold similar events during her 
tenure there before coming to 
Irving in 2018.

“To see this come to fruition, 
is simply incredible,” Mansell 
said. “To showcase what we 
have to offer our families live 
and in person, is an incredible 
feeling. There’s nothing like 
that in person feeling of being 

School Choice Expo answers questions

there, that interaction of folks. 
To be able to have this in per-
son and to show our families 
this is what Irving ISD has to 
offer, is incredible.”

Other programs that parents 
could learn about were the dis-
trict’s free pre-Kindergarten 
programs for children ages 
three and four, Irving ISD’s 
seven dual-language schools, 
and the district’s three choice 
schools. 

“We have three applica-
tion-based schools parents can 

apply to Singley, Singley Col-
legiate Academy, and South 
Irving Collegiate Academy,” 
Mansell said. “The application 
window opened [Nov. 11] and 
will run through Jan. 11.”

Parents can also apply online 
for these three schools. 

Singley Academy offers pro-
grams in culinary arts, hospi-
tality, health sciences, inno-
vative technology, law, public 
service, and studio art. These 
programs are open to incoming 

Grand Prairie—The City of 
Grand Prairie received the 
award for outstanding adver-
tising, as well as the Arlo Am-
bassador Award. 

Grand Prairie promoted 
the Air North Texas campaign 
throughout the year via the 
official city social media ac-
counts. Posts were tagged with 
the #AirNTX hashtag, and the 
content included tips on clean 
air, high ozone level alerts and 
Clean Air Action Day partici-
pation. Additionally, Air North 
Texas messages and advertise-
ments were featured in sev-
eral city newsletter editions 
throughout the year

Grand Prairie also earned 
the Arlo Ambassador Award 
for its efforts to advance the Air 
North Texas message through 
campaign mascot Arlo the Air-
madillo. For example, the En-
vironmental Quality staff pur-

Grand Prairie clean
air efforts awarded

chased a 2020 Chevy Bolt to 
reduce emissions and wrapped 
it with a “Plugged into the 
Prairie” graphic design that 
featured Arlo. 

Finally, the city of Dallas re-
ceived the award for outstand-
ing initiative. Dallas hosted a 
virtual Clean Air Action Day 
celebration, which focused on 
renewable energy and pro-
vided opportunities for com-
munities to participate in and 
benefit from renewable ener-
gy strategies. Dallas also par-
ticipated in a city-wide event 
called Branch Out Dallas, 
which distributed over 2,000 
free trees to residents.

Air North Texas is a region-
al public awareness campaign 
that includes 38 partnerships 
pursuing environmental 
awareness in North Texas. It 
was formed by the North Cen-

tral Texas Council of Govern-
ments with support of the Air 
North Texas Coalition. 

Ozone season runs from 
March through November, 
but North Texans are encour-
aged to consider how they can 
contribute to the effort to im-
prove the air throughout the 
year. Currently, 10 Dallas-Fort 
Worth area counties do not 
meet the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s regulations 
for ozone pollution, meaning 
the region has additional en-
vironmental responsibilities. 
Air North Texas is one of many 
strategies to improve air quality 
in the region, calling on entities 
to enact innovative, individual, 
collective and creative changes 
in North Texas to reduce emis-
sions and create cleaner air. 

SOURCE City of Grand Prairie

Two culinary students show off their baked goods. / Photo by Stephen Hunt.

freshmen and sophomores. 
Singley Collegiate Acade-

my, which is open to incoming 
freshmen, offers students the 
opportunity to earn an asso-
ciate degree in arts or science, 
participate in community ser-
vice projects and the chance 
to attend college-level classes 
at Dallas College North Lake 
Campus. 

South Irving Collegiate 
Academy, the newest of the 
three choice schools, will open 
its doors to its first class of in-
coming freshmen in August 
2022. Students can earn an 
associate degree in teaching or 
science. 

“The many opportunities we 
have for our students [is the 
greatest thing about our dis-

trict],” Mansell said. “All you 
have to do is dream big, and 
we will have something that 
will interest them. Whether 
they are interested in aviation, 
want to get an associate degree 
before graduating high school, 
whether they want to be a cos-
metologist, have pre-K for your 
child, we have something for 
every child. That’s what makes 
it so great.”

Dr. NeTassha Rendón is 
the principal at Brandenburg 
Elementary, which in August 
2021 was one of two Irving ISD 
schools named a Professional 
Learning Community (PLC) 
Model School by Solution Tree. 

“We’re representing our 
school, telling parents anything 
they want to know about Bran-

denburg Elementary,” Rendón 
said. “I’m here as a parent but 
also as a principal. My own two 
children go to Brandenburg, so 
I’m a huge fan of our school. I 
lead as mom and as a principal.

“We really have passion for 
instilling learning. We want 
kids to love coming to school. 
I am so passionate about our 
dual-language program. I think 
it’s amazing you can have a stu-
dent come for pre-K and by 
fifth grade they’ll be fluent in 
English and in Spanish. That 
prepares them for a job in the 
future and college. I love to 
speak about that and the quali-
ty of our teachers. Our teachers 
are top-notch. They know how 
to reach students where they’re 
at.”

Irving—Just in time for the 
holiday season, MainStage 
Irving-Las Colinas will present 
festive annual favorite, ‘Have 
Yourself a Broadway Little 
Christmas.’ Co-hosted by Amy 
Stevenson and Craig Boleman, 
it features a star-studded cast of 
DFW theater favorites. 

The show runs for three per-
formances only, Dec. 1-3 in the 
Dupree Theatre at the Irving 
Arts Center.

MainStage invites you to 
‘Have Yourself a Broadway 
Little Christmas’ and join us 
for an enchanting evening of 
entertainment this Decem-
ber. Featuring the musical 
talents of some of DFW’s fin-
est performers, this two-act 
fundraising concert will pay 

Mainstage 
brings tidings 
of joy to DFW

homage to Broadway’s greatest 
hits as well as holiday carols 
and songs from your favorite 
movie musicals! Act 1 songs 
include “Wilkommen” from 
‘Cabaret,’ “The Wizard and I” 
from ‘Wicked,’ and “I Don’t 
Need Anything But You” from 
‘Annie,’ while Act 2 focuses on 
holiday season favorites such 
as “Jingle Bell Rock”, “Marsh-
mallow World,” and “Sisters” 
from ‘White Christmas.’ More 
information about this holiday 
concert is available at www.
mainstageirving.com.

Single tickets are $32.50 and 
are also on sale now at www.
IrvingArtsCenter.com. Patrons 
with ticketing questions should 
contact the Irving Arts Center 
Box Office at 972-252-2787.

Irving—Irving Independent 
School District has earned top 
honors in finance accountabili-
ty for the 19th year in a row. 

The district received the 
highest rating, an “A” for Su-
perior Achievement, under the 
School Financial Integrity Rat-
ing System of Texas (FIRST). 
This high rating is based on the 
2019-20 school year data. 

School FIRST is a financial 
accountability system for Texas 
school districts implemented 
by the Texas Education Agen-
cy (TEA). The goal of School 
FIRST is to ensure that the 
state’s public schools are held 
accountable for the quality of 
their financial management 
practices. 

TEA assigns one of four fi-
nancial accountability ratings 
to Texas school districts, with 
the highest being “A” for Su-
perior Achievement, followed 
by “B” for Above-Standard 
Achievement, “C” for Standard 
Achievement and “F” for Sub-
standard Achievement.

Receiving the Superior 

Irving ISD receives
highest rating for

financial accountability
Achievement rating demon-
strates the quality of Irving 
ISD’s financial management 
and reporting system. Districts 
that receive a score of 90 out 
of 100 earn a rating of Supe-
rior Achievement, and Irving 
scored a 98.

Fernando Natividad, chief fi-
nancial officer for Irving ISD, is 
honored by the news and cred-
its the district’s Board of Trust-

ees for the success.
“The rating of ‘Superior’ 

could not be achieved without 
the support of our amazing 
Board of Trustees and the lead-
ership of our Superintendent,” 
Natividad said. “Furthermore, 
the Purchasing, Business, Tax 
Services and Payroll teams 
played a significant and valu-
able role in this achievement.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

Life Tributes
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EMPLOYMENT

Sr. Software Engineer III; MOURI Tech, LLC - Jobs loc in Irving, TX & 
var unanticp locs t/o U.S. Dsgn, devel, & impl s/ware apps. Rev, eval, 
& test clnt/srvr & web apps. Gath & eval user reqs & prcdrs. Perf fine 
tuning & tstng of apps, backend prcdrs, & triggers in D/bases. Work 
w/ var techs such as Java, AngularJS, HTML, Microservices, Oracle, & 
Spring Boot. Trav/relo to var unanticp locs t/o U.S. for l/t & s/t assigns at 
clnt sites. Reqs Master’s  or frgn equivt in Comp Sci, Engng (any), or rel 
& 1 yr exp in job offered or as a Comp S/ware Profl. Email res w/ cover 
letter to: jobs@mouritech.com; Job 21MOL28; EOE

Coppell

Notice of Auction

The City of Coppell will be holding an online auction hosted by Rene 
Bates Auctioneers. Visit www.ReneBates.com to bid on any of these 
items.  The auction will close on December 7, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. (CST)

LEGAL

Exeter Finance LLC has the following openings in Irving, TX: 1. Data 
Architect III to be responsible for documenting data sets and creating 
metadata processes.  2. Full-Stack Developer III to contribute to the ex-
ecution of design, build, development, and delivery of software solutions 
both for internal and external users. To apply mail resume to Attn: Alex 
Estrada, Exeter Finance LLC, 2101 W. John Carpenter Fwy., Irving, TX 
75063 and reference job title.

JUDO
Continued from Page 1

we always had our tournament 
this time of year, we teamed up 
to make it a bigger event.”

Judo competitors score 
points in three ways. The high-
est-scoring move is an ippon, a 
full throw done with consider-
able force and speed where the 
opponent lands largely on their 
back. Competitors can also 
score an ippon by keeping their 
foe in a grappling hold for 20 
seconds or by forcing them to 
submit or pass out. Much like 
a knockout in boxing or a pin 
in wrestling, a successful ippon 
ends a match immediately. 

Just below an ippon in scor-
ing is a waza-ari, a throw dis-
playing power and superiority 

but not clear enough to be an 
ippon, because either the op-
ponent does not land entirely 
on their back or the throw did 
not display enough speed or 
force. Immobilizing an oppo-
nent for at least 15 seconds but 
for less than 20 seconds also 
earns a competitor a waza-ari. 
Any competitor who gets two 
waza-aris in a match is imme-
diately deemed a winner, the 
equivalent of an ippon. 

The third type of scoring 
move is a yuko, a partial throw 
missing two of three elements 
to be considered an ippon. 
Competitors can also score a 
yuko by immobilizing their op-
ponent for at least 10 seconds. 

Patteson runs Eastside Dojo 
in Plano with fellow co-tour-
nament director Ken Scialo. 
He has been competing in 
judo since he was nine, when 
he remembers participating in 
the 1967 Dallas Invitational. 
He also coached the national 
team for several years, holds a 
sixth-degree black belt and is 
a former high school science 
teacher. 

“It’s a beautiful sport,” Pat-
teson said. “It comes from 
Japan. There’s no striking in 
judo. There are throwing tech-
niques and grappling. In grap-
pling, there are also pins and 
submissions, chokes and arm-
bars. Judo roughly translates 

into ‘the gentle way,’ which 
is kind of a contradiction, be-
cause it’s a fight.

“It’s not a fight intended to 
give you a concussion or injury, 
the goal should be a nice, con-
trolled flow where if somebody 
lands on their back, you learn 
how to fall to not cause injury. 
It’s a sport unlike MMA [Mixed 
Martial Arts] these days where 
you’re trying to hurt some-
body. People get injured but 
that’s not their goal. The goal 
is to have a nice, clean throw, a 
pin or a submission.”

On Sunday, Nov. 21, the Ir-
ving Convention Center also 
hosted USA Judo event, the 
2021 Presidents Cup. 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—During his time in 
baseball, former Texas Rangers 
pitcher Derek Holland earned 
headlines for his humor and 
for his exploits on the mound. 
However, one thing this affable 
southpaw does not joke about is 
giving back through his 60 Feet 
6 Foundation, a charitable orga-
nization founded in 2015. The 
organization is named for the 
distance between the pitcher’s 
mound and home plate. 

On Thursday, Nov. 11, his 
foundation hosted “An Eve-
ning with Chase Rice” at the 
Toyota Music Factory to bene-
fit the Children’s Cancer Fund 
and the One Tribe Founda-
tion. Third generation Marine 
combat veteran Jacob Schick 
is CEO of the One Tribe Foun-
dation, whose mission is to 
combat suicide by supporting 
the nation’s bravest souls and 
appreciates Holland’s support. 

“Derek’s a great guy. He’s 
the epitome of a giver, and he’s 
been part of our tribe for sev-
eral years now,” Schick said. 
“He’s a great human being. He 
leads by example, and we’re 
honored to be partnered up 
with him and 60 Feet 6. We’re 
very grateful for the opportuni-
ty. They do a lot of good work.”

Holland, who pitched for the 
Rangers from 2009 to 2016, 
started his foundation to help 
fight leukemia, improve the 
lives of kids in need, and help 
support those who served or 
are serving in the military. 

Since first becoming a Rang-
er, the veteran left-handed 
pitcher has called DFW home, 
even as his career has taken 
him to Chicago, San Francisco, 
and most recently Detroit. 

This was Holland’s first 
event with One Tribe Founda-

Concert event benefits local charities
tion, but he has worked with 
the organization when it was 
known as the 22 Kill Founda-
tion. 

“I’ve always been someone 
who has wanted to give back 
to the veterans and people who 
are serving, because to me, 
they are the real heroes,” Hol-
land said. “It’s amazing I get to 
play baseball, but at the end of 
the day, these are the people we 
should be giving more respect 
and more love, because they 
are the ones who make this 
country safe.

“They protect us, and they 
have sacrificed their lives, 
their bodies, and everything 
to be where we are today. If I 
run into someone in uniform, 
I always go out of my way to 
make sure to tell them thank 
you for what they’ve done for 
this country and see if I can 
invite them out to a game if 
it’s during the season. I’ve al-
ways wanted to give back to the 
troops, because these guys are 
the real heroes, the real MVPs.”

Holland has always had a 
strong desire to give back to 
the community, but remem-
bers the importance of doing 
so being driven home when he 
was a Rangers rookie in 2009 
by teammates like Ian Kinsler, 
Darren Oliver, and Michael 
Young. 

“I had unbelievable role 
models, guys I looked up to 
and tried to follow their paths 
not only on the field but off the 
field,” Holland said. “I wanted 
to be able to take that torch 
from them when they went to 
another team or they retired. I 
wanted to be able to carry out 
what they did for the commu-
nity and be able to do that for 
myself, because it’s home. 

“You never realize what it’s 

like [for these kids fighting can-
cer and their families] until you 
actually experience it or see it. 
Being there I feel like those are 
my kids and seeing what those 
families are dealing with, it hits 
hard.”

Holland admits being 
around these kids and their 
families and witnessing first-
hand the grace and strength 
with which they handle their 
respective situations has 
changed him for the better. 

“You realize how short life 
is, and you want to be able to 
do everything you can to help 
those that are going through 
these times, because no kid 
should ever go through that,” 
he said. “Kids should be out 
playing games or baseball, 
hide and seek, whatever. They 
should be outside having fun 
with their friends not trapped 
in a hospital.”

“It definitely does [have 
added meaning], seeing that 
we started [as 22 Kill] as a 
veteran’s organization with 
the suicide epidemic amongst 
the warrior class,” Schick said. 
“Having since evolved into 
a full mental and emotional 
wellness organization, serving 
not only vets but military, first 
responders, law enforcement 
officers, front-line healthcare 
workers as well as their fami-
lies, it is serendipitous that [the 
event] is on Veterans Day.”

Holland is a fan of Rice’s 
music but getting to meet him 
in person will be a nice bonus. 

“I don’t really know him. I 
know he’s a very good dude,” 
Holland said. “Heard a lot of 
great things about him. For 
him to be helping me out with 
my foundation shows a lot 
about him as a person as well.”

Irving—Medical City Las Coli-
nas has been awarded its four-
teenth consecutive “A” in the 
Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade 
for fall 2021. This national dis-
tinction recognizes Medical City 
Las Colinas’ achievements in 
protecting patients from harm 
and error in the hospital. 

“Receiving this recognition 
for the fourteenth time in a 
row further exemplifies our 
dedication to high-quality, safe 
and compassionate care in ev-
ery action, every patient, every 
time,” Chase Pedersen, CNO 
of Medical City Las Colinas, 
said. “Patient safety is a top 

priority and this rating reflects 
why Medical City Las Colinas 
is the destination of choice for 
healthcare excellence in Las 
Colinas and the greater Irving 
area.”

The Leapfrog Group, an in-
dependent national watchdog 
organization, assigns an “A,” 
“B,” “C,” “D,” or “F” grade to 
general hospitals across the 
country based on over thirty 
national performance mea-
sures reflecting errors, injuries, 
accidents and infections, as 
well as systems hospitals have 
in place to prevent harm. 

The Leapfrog Hospital Safe-

Medical City Las
Colinas nationally

recognized for safety
ty Grade is the only hospital 
ratings program based exclu-
sively on hospital prevention 
of medical errors and harms to 
patients. The grading system is 
peer-reviewed, fully transpar-
ent and free to the public. 

“An ‘A’ Safety Grade is a 
tremendous achievement, of 
which this community should 
be extremely proud,” Leah 
Binder, president and CEO 
of The Leapfrog Group, said. 
“I thank the leadership and 
workforce of Medical City Las 
Colinas for its commitment to 
prioritizing patients and their 
safety, especially during these 
trying times.”

Medical City Las Colinas is 
one of ten Medical City Health-
care hospitals to be recognized 
with an “A.” 

SOURCE Medical City Las Colinas 

Irving—There are an estimated 
8,880 businesses within the city 
of Irving, of which 86.9 percent 
have less than 20 employees.

The Saturday after Thanks-
giving is Small Business Satur-
day, and this year the shopping 
holiday falls on Nov. 27. Shop-
ping local is more important 
than ever for Irving’s small 
businesses, especially with the 
devastating impacts of the pan-
demic. Residents who spend 

Shop small in
Irving over the 
holiday season

tax dollars in town not only 
support small businesses, but 
those dollars are reinvested in 
the community in impactful 
ways. From improving neigh-
borhoods to enhancing the 
quality of life in Irving, shop-
ping small makes a huge dif-
ference.

Celebrate small businesses 
by shopping local and giving 
back to the community. 

SOURCE City of Irving

Students across the globe 
joined the Achieve3000 pro-
gram, which aids in the accel-
eration of students’ learning 
growth by offering a wide range 
of subjects and lessons. 

Fifth-grade Brandenburg 
Elementary student Peter-
son Panameno achieved the 
No. 1 spot worldwide with a 
weekly score of 1,601 due to 
the amount of articles he has 
read and lessons completed. 
Referred to as a self-starter by 
his teachers, Panameno has a 
determination to succeed. 

“Peterson has gone way be-
yond the call of duty,” Rhon-
da Phillips, Irving ISD digital 
learning coach, said. “He has 
been the highest person in the 
school, district, state and now 
the world. There is no stopping 
him.”

Panameno says the program 
has helped him grow, including 
helping him learn how to speak 
and read in Spanish. 

“I struggle with Spanish 
and reading the many articles 
Achieve3000 provides has re-
ally helped,” Panameno said. 
“They make learning fun.”

Although his favorite sub-
jects in school are reading and 
math, his favorite type of mate-
rial to read is history. 

“I normally don’t like his-
tory, but I’ve learned so much 
from reading the articles on-
line,” Panameno said. 

Panameno has given himself 
another challenge to tackle, he 
wants to learn how to speak 
Spanish and French by No-
vember 2022, and he knows 
Achieve3000 will help him 
achieve that goal. He also cred-
its his teacher, Grizelle Larriv-
iel, for being an encouraging 
presence at school. 

Student learns through
Achieve3000 program

“She never gives up on us,” 
Panameno said. 

Next school year, Panameno 
will continue his education as 
a sixth grader at Travis Middle 
School and he is excited to dive 
more into sports and learn new 
things. 

While he has not made a de-
cision on where he would like 
to attend college, he says he 
would like to be a scientist to 
help find cures for diseases and 
illnesses.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Photo provided.

Photo provided.
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FUN & GAMES

Freelance Writers Wanted
Call 972-870-1992 for more details

ANSWER KEYS

Christmas Dinner 
in a Parking Lot

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. William Shakespeare
2. Two countries: The 

Vatican in Italy, San Ma-
rino also in Italy and Leso-
tho in South Africa

3. Revolutions per min-
ute

4. A fear of being with-
out your mobile phone

5. 1313 Mockingbird 
Lane

6. 293
7. Linda Lu
8. Six
9. “Ben-Hur”
10. Toyota

My senior center is going to 
hold its annual Christmas din-
ner outdoors in the parking lot. 
If that doesn’t bring a tear to 
your eye about the sad state of 
our world now, nothing will.

Santa will arrive by limo 
behind the fire truck, we’re 
told, and will make his rounds 
through the tables set up across 
the asphalt, little elves at his 
elbow passing out presents. 
Students from the high school 
choir will sing while others 
from the culinary arts classes 
(they’ll get extra credit) will 
hustle the food and drinks out-
side and serve it. Parking will 
be wherever you find it around 
the neighborhood.

In the middle of December? 
In New England?

Why, some of us wanted to 
know, did they not simply use 
the town’s rec center? That 

* Cookie sheets make great 
temporary mud and moisture 
trays for dirty shoes. Stash one 
at the entry to your home, and 
you will have less dirt tracked 
across your floors.

* “To make your drains 
fresh-smelling, shake a half-
cup of baking soda into the 
drain. Then pour 2 cups of vin-
egar that you have warmed on 
the stove. It will froth and bub-
ble. When it’s done, run the hot 
water and give it a little scrub.” 
-- R.C. in Idaho

* Blood pressure can be af-
fected by many things, and see-
ing the doctor is one of them. 
Instead, request that your 
blood pressure be taken by a 
nurse or physician’s assistant. 
Having a full bladder also can 
make your pressure reading 
higher, as can positioning your 

arm below heart level.
* “Keep knitting yarn in 

check with empty tissue box-
es. Set your yarn ball inside 
the box, and let the string lead 
out of the top. When not in use, 
tape the string to the side of the 
box. Boxes can be stacked and 
stored for future projects.” -- 
C.W. in Indiana

* “Try this baking tip from 
my mother: When you have a 
recipe that calls for dry spic-
es (cinnamon, ginger, ground 
clove, etc.), cream them with 
the butter instead of sifting 
them with the dry ingredients. 
I do feel like they become in-
fused in the recipe better.” -- A. 
in Illinois

* Visit the dollar store for 
low-cost toys to use on car or 
airplane trips. You can get sev-
eral busy toys and dole them 
out one at a time. Most parents 
will attest to what a lifesaver 
this can be.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

* After the battle of Waterloo 
in 1815, scavengers removed 
the teeth from tens of thou-
sands of dead soldiers for use 
in dentures. The so-called Wa-
terloo teeth were in such de-
mand because they came from 
relatively healthy young men.

* In 2003, there were 86 
days of below-freezing weather 
in Hell, Michigan.

* The U.S. Navy sustainably 
manages over 50,000 acres of 
forest in Indiana with white 
oak trees more than a century 
old, to replace like for like on 
the 220-year-old wooden frig-
ate USS Constitution.

* Heavy metal band Black 
Sabbath’s original name was 
The Polka Tulk Blues Band, 
after the brand name of a tal-
cum powder used by Ozzy Os-
bourne’s mother.

*  Jellyfish are considered bi-
ologically immortal. They don’t 

age and will never die unless 
they are killed.

* The party game of Twister 
was originally called Pretzel, 
but Milton Bradley changed 
the name in 1965 due to trade-
mark issues.

* Hippopotomonstroses-
quippedaliophobia is the fear 
of long words and is thought 
to develop from the fear of pro-
nouncing long words incorrect-
ly. (Hey, we get it -- we tried.)

* The opposite sides of dice 
always add up to seven.

* “Deaf flights” were pre-
scribed by doctors to cure 
hearing loss in the 1920s and 
‘30s. Stunt pilots would take 
unsuspecting passengers up in 
planes and terrify them with 
loops, barrel rolls and dives.

* J.R.R. Tolkien was nom-
inated by fellow author C.S. 
Lewis for the 1961 Nobel Prize 
in Literature, but was over-
looked because the jury said 
the quality of his storytelling 
wasn’t good.

* Philadelphia cream cheese 

was actually created in New 
York.

large space would allow the 
tables to be spread out, with 
plenty of parking right outside 
the door. Best of all, it’s indoors 
where there’s heat. But no, they 
decreed, the dinner has to be 
next to the senior center where 
the kitchen is.

A poll of friends indicates 
a mixed review of this whole 
idea. One laughed and said 
no, he absolutely would not 
be there. Another said he’d 
been recruited to set up tables 
and bring the decorated tree 
outside, hoping he can find an 
extension cord long enough to 
plug in the lights. One adven-
turous soul decided she will in-
deed be there, wearing a down 
comforter over her winter coat, 
which will be over several oth-
er layers of clothing, including 
snow pants. (She’s also bring-
ing a Thermos of hot coffee and 
is practicing eating while wear-
ing gloves.) 

One only hopes someone has 
put the town plow-truck driver 
on notice. He might be called 
upon to plow out the parking 
lot that day before the dinner.
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Thought
for the Day

“Our lives begin to end 
the day we become silent 
about things that matter.” 

-- Martin Luther King

FUN & GAMES

1. LITERATURE: Which au-
thor coined the phrase “green-
eyed monster”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: How many 
countries have nations within 
their borders?

New Hires to
Process VA

Claims Backlog
The Department of Veterans 

Affairs has hired 2,000 claims 
processors to deal with the 
claims backlog. They’re going 
to be busy, once they’re trained.

As of early October, the VA 
was sitting on over 200,000 
backlogged claims, meaning 
that of the 600,000 claims in 
hand, one-third were over 125 
days old. In addition, they have 
now found more than 70,000 
claims that must be reviewed 
after three new presumptives 
were added for Agent Orange 
exposure, bringing the total to 
270,000 backlogged claims.

The three new presump-
tives -- Parkinsonism, bladder 

FUN & GAMES
3. ACRONYMS: What does 

RPM stand for?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What is 

the fear represented in the con-
dition called “nomophobia”?

5. TELEVISION: What is the 
address of the home on “The 
Munsters” (1964-66)?

6. MATH: How many com-
binations of U.S. coins would 
add up to $1?

7. MUSIC: What was the 
woman’s name in the Lynyrd 
Skynyrd song “Gimme Three 
Steps”?

8. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many ounces are in 3/4 of a 
cup?

9. MOVIES: Which 1959 
movie had the subtitle “A Tale 
of the Christ”?

10. AD SLOGANS: Which 
company had the advertising 
slogan, “Let’s go places”?

cancer and hypothyroidism -- 
have been added to more than 
a dozen existing ones. Those 
three conditions had never 
been approved as presump-
tives, but now that they are, 
we have the Nehmer lawsuit 
of 1986 to thank for the need 
to review those claims. Neh-
mer concluded that if you ever 
filed and were turned down for 
illnesses that later made the ac-
cepted list of presumptives, the 
VA is automatically required to 
go back and review your claim. 
The bonus here is that any dis-
ability pay you receive now will 
be retroactive to the date of 
your original claim.

You don’t have to refile, but 
as a precaution, check in with 
the VA and make sure it didn’t 
lose your original claim. Be cer-
tain you’re among those whose 
claim is being looked at.

In addition, there are three 
new presumptives for airborne 
particulate exposure -- asth-
ma, rhinitis and sinusitis -- for 
those who served in the Gulf 
during a certain period of time. 
If you’ve already put in a claim, 
it will be reviewed.

If you want to keep an eye on 
how the new claims processors 
are doing, check www.bene-
fits.va.gov/reports/detailed_
claims_data.asp for weekly re-
ports. Note the accuracy-level 
reports. Those are worrying. 
Again, don’t assume the new 
processors are reviewing your 
old claim. Call and find out.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Austin—Keep Texas Beautiful 
(KTB) recognized Coppell and 
Grand Prairie as recipients of 
2021 H-E-B Green Bag Grants. 
Through funding from H-E-B 
and Central Market, Keep Texas 
Beautiful will provide 12 affiliate 
communities with a share of 
$25,000 to support educational 
and programmatic opportuni-
ties relating to sustainability, 
recycling, litter prevention, 
beautification and water con-
servation. 

To assist with the implemen-
tation of their project, Keep 
Coppell Beautiful has received 
$1,675 and Keep Grand Prairie 
Beautiful has received $3,000 
to begin and support their 
community projects. KTB will 
also provide social media and 
marketing support. Keep Cop-
pell Beautiful and Keep Grand 
Prairie Beautiful will complete 
their projects by July 2022. 

For Coppell, this funding 

Cities receive
grants from Keep

Texas Beautiful 
will support a gardening series 
at the local nature center where 
they will be able to partner with 
up to eleven school garden 
leads (teachers), student Eco-
Clubs, and three community 
gardens that include over 140 
families learning to grow food 
and compost food waste. 

In Grand Prairie, the pur-
pose of the grant is to fund the 
development of an Outdoor 
Learning Area (OLA) at the 
International Leadership of 
Texas (ILT) K-8 Grand Prairie 
campus. The OLA will be avail-
able to kindergarten through 
8th-grade students. The Sci-
ence, Art, Math, English Learn-
ers, and Spanish Departments 
are already creating lesson 
plans that will incorporate the 
OLA as a supplement to their 
classroom curriculum. In addi-
tion to Coppell and Grand Prai-
rie, the affiliate communities 
of Blanco, Cuero, Ennis, Lew-

isville, Nolanville, Plano, San 
Juan, Victoria, Lago Vista, and 
White Settlement also received 
a Green Bag Grant. 

“We are thankful for spon-
sors like H-E-B who support 
our efforts to clean and beau-
tify communities around Tex-
as,” Suzanne Kho, executive 
director of KTB, said. “We 
cannot wait to see the projects 
Keep Coppell Beautiful and 
Keep Grand Prairie Beautiful 
are able to complete with help 
from our Green Bag Grants.” 

SOURCE Keep Texas Beautiful 

Irving—Irving City Coun-
cil approved an agreement on 
Nov. 11 with Baylor Medical 
Center at Irving for reimburse-
ment of health care staffing 

City Council approves funding for 
Baylor Medical Center at Irving

costs due to the COVID-19 
pandemic for $1,000,000 from 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) 
Act Funding.

The money can be used for 
health care staffing expenses 
associated with COVID-19, in-
cluding payroll and benefits ex-
penses that are eligible for pub-

BLUE SHOES
Continued from Page 1

nity, but this newest endeav-
or tugs at the heart of Chief 
Scesney.

“Unfortunately, some of 
these children have never re-
ceived a new pair of shoes,” 
Scesney said. “For us to be able 
to experience that first-time joy 
with them, that counts. That’s 

meaningful to us. We’re proud 
to bring a little bit of joy into 
these kids’ lives and the lives of 
our officers as well.”

Scesney and his officers not 
only consider the countless 
smiles they saw on the faces 
of these children after receiv-
ing their new footwear to be 

Chief Scesney prepares to play tug of war with a group of students. / Photo by 
Stephen Hunt.

priceless, but he also sees other 
more long-term benefits to the 
students. 

“We recognized some of 
these kids are wearing shoes 
that were passed down from 
older siblings, sometimes 
passed down twice from two 
older siblings,” Scesney said. 
“Giving them an opportunity 
to have a sense of pride where 
they’re able to focus on their 
studies; they’re not having to 
worry about holes in the soles 
of their feet. It’s needed, and 
it’s something that gives our 
officers the chance to recharge 
our batteries, see a lot of small 
smiles and warm their hearts.

“We are part of the commu-
nity. Our officers work here. 
We live here. We see our resi-
dents in the supermarket. Our 
kids go to school together. 
Helping our residents succeed 
is a byproduct of what we’re 
about. It’s also quite honestly 
part of our fabric at the police 
department. It really makes 
a difference for us in build-
ing community trust and that 
translates into also quite frank-
ly, a lower crime rate.”

lic safety, public health, health 
care, human services, and sim-
ilar employees whose services 
are substantially dedicated to 
mitigating or responding to the 
COVID-19 public health emer-
gency.

Funds will be dispersed on a 
reimbursement basis pending 
sufficient support documenta-
tion consistent with applicable 
laws and Coronavirus Relief 
Funds Program Terms and 
Conditions.

SOURCE City of Irving

Photo provided.
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Story idea? Let us know!Story idea? Let us know!

HALLOWEEN
Continued from Page 1

down. They’ve got their charac-
ters and their backstories, and 
they’re incredible at what they 
do.”

Andrews and Roe often 
get asked about their favorite 
haunts.

“That’s why we created the 
Haunt Society, because it all 
depends on where you are,” 
Andrews said. “Our society lets 
you plug in your zip code, or 
use geolocation, or a search to 
find the best one that suits the 
individual person. We’ve shot 
at over 100 houses all over the 
country, and that’s how we’ve 
compiled the list. We’re even 
expanding internationally. I 
think for a lot of people, that’s 
a whole new world for them. 
We’re heading to London soon.

“We have a new movie out 
that came out last weekend 
called, ‘Isolation,’” Roe said. 
“We made the movie through 
the quarantine when so many 
of us were shut down on oth-
er films. ‘Isolation,’ was filmed 
with the producers of ‘The 
Walking Dead.’ It was kind of 
a blessing to get this call with 
everything else on hold.”

Voice actor Kat Cressida at-

tended the event. Cressida has 
given voice to many Disney 
characters, such as “Jessie” 
from the “Toy Story” movies, 
where she served as a speech 
double to Joan Cusack. She 
also voiced “Dee Dee” in sea-
sons two and four of “Dexter’s 
Laboratory,” and “Uta” in the 
F/X series “Archer.”

“You start in legitimate act-
ing, and you do all legitimate 
acting training,” Cressida said. 
“Some people go directly from 

stage training into voiceover, 
learning the microphone, and 
some people go into ‘on cam-
era,’ and then eventually move 
over into the microphone. It’s 
part of the acting world.

“Sometimes I found out who 
was voicing certain versions 
of a movie and went to talk to 
them. Or maybe there were 
voice actors in a movie I was 
shooting. I’d always speak to 
them, and all that networking 
paid off.”

By Arden Terry
Irving—The Irving Fire and Po-
lice Departments held their 12th 
annual Blue Christmas Pancake 
Breakfast at the Plymouth Park 
Baptist Church on the morning 
of Saturday, Nov. 13. 

“[The pancake breakfast] 
is kind of my baby, so I’m in 
charge of helping putting it 
on,” firefighter Benni Renaud 
said. “The firemen’s pancake 
breakfast is one of our fund-
raisers for Blue Christmas. The 
people who buy a ticket and get 
breakfast are supporting Blue 
Christmas.

“Blue Christmas helps needy 
families in Irving during the 
holiday season by providing 
food and toys. We’ve been go-
ing for over 40 years. It got 
started by Becky Fann, who 
was a school resource officer, 
and she was asked by a coun-
selor if she could help with 
this family that wasn’t going to 
have a Christmas, so by dona-
tions she was able to provide 
that first family a Christmas 
with toys and food. And 40 
years later here we are. Last 
year for example we were able 
to help over 400 families, over 
12,000 kiddos.”

Blue Christmas Pancake Breakfast brightens season
Laurie Savele helped by sell-

ing t-shirts. 
“Blue Christmas is an event 

where we collect toys and mon-
ey, so we can have Christmas 
for families who otherwise 
wouldn’t have a Christmas,” 
Savele said. “I think we help 
out the community tremen-
dously."

The Blue Christmas Pancake 
Breakfast also offered a raffle, a 
silent auction, and some door 
prizes. Santa Claus appeared 
and visited with children.

Debbie Dahl, whose late 
husband was a police officer, 
helped during the event.

“I love doing this,” Dahl said. 
“This is about raising money 
for toys. We raise money, and 
people bring toys. We have a si-
lent auction, and we have a raf-
fle, and pancake breakfast. It 
is all amazing. [The food] is all 
made by the firemen, because 
they cook the best. It brings the 
community together.”

There will be more Blue 
Christmas events during the 
holiday season.

“We will start putting din-
ners together for Thanksgiving 
and for Christmas,” Dahl said. 
“We will have other events.”

Irving’s Mayor Rick Stopfer 
and his wife made an appear-
ance at the breakfast.

“I’ve been coming for many 
years,” Stopfer said. “It’s great 
everybody comes together. 
It’s great to see a lot of our old 
friends who we don’t get to see 
a lot of the time. They come out 
for this event because we’re 
supporting the Blue Christmas. 

“There have been a lot of 
families challenged through 
the pandemic and other things. 
It is more important than ever 
to support the police and fire in 

their initiative to make a better 
Christmas for these kids.

“This is one of the things 

in the community that every-
body knows about and every-
body attends, because it has 

been going on for so long. The 
only thing that has changed is 
Becky Fann, the one who was 
in charge of all this, passed 
away. This was really her baby. 
She really believed in this and 
worked on it 12 months a year.”

“We’ve been coming here for 
the last couple years,” Johna-
than Yakel said. “[We came] 
to support Blue Christmas and 
help kids to get their Christmas 
presents.” 

Joe Rodriguez and his family 
attended the event for the first 
time.

“I like what they’re doing,” 
Rodriguez said. “We had to 
come and see it. It’s awesome 
the police and the fire depart-
ments help out. There are a lot 
of families that need it.” 

Justin Mabry shows off a costume mask he made. / Photo by Stacey Doud.

Santa Claus greets children at the Pancake Breakfast. / Photo by John Starkey


