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By Grace Reyes 
Irving—Many Helping Hands 
Ministry (MHHM) hosted their 
8th annual Soup Fundraiser at 
the Christ Church of Irving on 
Friday, Oct. 22. 

Through the pandemic 
MHHM continued to provide 
food to the homeless. 

“We didn’t miss a Thursday 
night, even when COVID hit,” 
Pat O’Reilly, board chairman of 
MHHM, said. “We changed ev-
erything. They walked through, 
we gave them food, and we 
were practicing distancing.” 

By Stephen Hunt
Dallas—Three years after 
breaking ground on a project 
to reduce congestion along In-
terstate 35 between Interstate 
30 and Oak Lawn Avenue in 
Dallas, the Texas Department of 
Transportation, along with state 
and local officials, celebrated 
the completion of that project 
in a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Monday, Oct. 25, in a parking 
garage adjacent to American 
Airlines Center. 

“About four million vehicles 
travel this busy stretch of I-35 
each day,” Mo Bur, TXDOT 
Dallas district engineer, said. 
“It was consistently ranked No. 
8 as [one of] the most congest-
ed roadways in Texas by the 
Texas Transportation Institute. 
Adding more lanes seemed like 
the easiest solution, but we had 
to think outside the box. 

“Our goal is to construct 
these improvements without 
the need for additional right 
of way, a solution to add the 
necessary capacity to improve 
safety and mobility. Seven 
new bridges were constructed, 
which are the equivalent of five 
football fields.”

This project saw construc-

City celebrates Día
De Los Muertos

Irving PAL Trunk-or-Treat draws crowd

Fundraiser nears Many
Helping Hands to goal

The fundraiser provided si-
lent auctions, carnival themed 
games, and soup tasting. 

“We wanted to make this a 
thank you event,” Lana Han-
sen, executive director of 
MHHM said. “We’ve had kids 
come in the past, and they 
didn’t have anything to do so 
we [added the games.] We 
have the annual balloon pop, 
which is very popular because 
every balloon has a prize, and 
it’s $10 or more.”

“Our goal is to give back 
to the people who have been 

given to us for the past eight 
years,” O’Reilly said. “For the 
last 18 months, it’s been hard.”

The soup tasting contest 
winner is the person who col-
lects the most donations for 
their soup.

“There’s about eight or nine 
[soups] so people vote by put-
ting money into whatever jar 
they like. At the end, [the cook] 
wins the golden spoon,” O’Reil-
ly said.

The funds raised will go to 

TXDOT completes 
its first Clear
Lanes Project

tion of new collector-distrib-
utor lanes (on-ramps and 
off-ramps) running parallel to 
the interstate, which provide 
drivers with a safer way to en-
ter and exit Woodall Rodgers 
Freeway and the Dallas North 
Tollway. These lanes were the 
first completed project in the 
Texas Clear Lanes project, 
which answers a 2015 call from 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
to address the state’s 100 most 
congested roadways. 

“There are 29 million Tex-
ans today, but the state de-
mographer has said the pop-
ulation will grow to 47 million 
by 2050,” chairman J. Bruce 
Bugg, Jr. of the Texas Trans-
portation Commission, said. 
“Today, the Dallas district has 
a population of five million 
and will grow to 9.4 million by 
2050. We are projecting Dallas 
will have increasing needs for 
transportation solutions. [With 
the Texas Clear Lanes project], 
we have focused on five major 
metropolitan areas: Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Austin, San An-
tonio, and Houston, which are 
home to 67 percent of Texans.”

By Grace Reyes
Grand Prairie—The Grand 
Prairie Parks, Arts and Recre-
ation Department hosted their 
3rd annual Día De Los Muertos 
at the Farmers Market on Sat-
urday, Oct. 30. 

“We started at City Hall to 
recognize those who put this 
together, and we talked about 
Día De Los Muertos,” Andrew 
Snyder, special events super-
visor, said. “We also did our 
butterfly release, followed by 
a procession to the Farmers 
Market.”

The Farmers Market fea-
tured multiple altars, arts and 
crafts, and an inflatable mov-
ie screen where ‘Coco’ was 
shown. 

“The kids get to paint sugar 
skulls, which is a traditional 
item,” Snyder said. 

Part of the Día De los Muer-
tos tradition is releasing Mon-
arch butterflies. 

“It represents releasing the 
soul of a loved one or someone 
close to you that passed away,” 
John Lopez councilman said. 
“It’s one way to release and let 
go. You get to remember their 
memory. It’s part of the cul-
ture. 

“Traditionally back in Mex-
ico people walk around and 

decorate the cemeteries with 
their loved one’s favorite food,” 
Lopez said. 

“Everybody goes to the cem-
etery,” Maria Santi, director of 
Minority Outreach at Grand 
Prairie Chamber of Commerce, 
said. “They bring food. They 
bring tequila, or any other 
drink enjoyed by their loved 
ones in life.

“We do not celebrate death 
in a wrong way, in a fearful 
way. We want to celebrate 
the happiness of knowing our 
beloved ones are having the 
opportunity to come back to 
their houses, to their homes, 
through the altars, and to have 
the opportunity of giving them 

Young trunk-or-treaters pay homage to two classic scarers. / Photo by Stephen Hunt.

An elaborate altar at the Dia De Los Muertos celebration. / Photo by Grace Reyes.

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Irving Police Ath-
letic League (PAL) held its 
first PAL Trunk-or-Treat at its 
facility on Rock Island Road on 
Wednesday, Oct. 27. Judging by 
the sizeable group of kids that 
turned out, the event was an 
overwhelming success. 

Many of the attendees were 
in costume. They walked to 
vehicles decorated for Hallow-
een to receive candy and other 
prizes. Among the decorated 
vehicles was an Irving Po-
lice Department cruiser filled 
with inflatable eyeballs and 
the playful caption “Irving PD 
is Watching.” Those in atten-

dance could also get their faces 
painted, fish for donuts, visit a 
photo booth, or participate in 
sports like archery or football. 

“I’m blown away with what 
I see,” Irving Chief of Police 
Jeff Spivey said. “I don’t think 
anyone expected the turnout 
we got. I think it’s an example 
of people are ready to get back 
to normal. 

“They have an event they 
know is safe. You have police 
officers walking around. It’s in 
a confined area, and it gives 
that sense of belonging. [Visi-
tors think,] ‘I feel like I belong, 
and yet I’m safe and don’t have 
to expose myself to unknown 

dangers.’”
The event was the brainchild 

of Ashlie Christenson, program 
coordinator for Irving PAL 
who developed the idea after 
attending the PAL annual con-
vention last summer in New 
Orleans. 

“We had a generous amount 
of donations where we had 
first, second, third [prizes for 
best trunk] when I was just 
looking for first place. Now, 
we have more stuff I don’t 
even know what to do with,” 
Christenson said. “Shout out 
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DEATH NOTICES

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Michael DeWayne Colvin Oct 7, 1959 ~ Oct 23, 2021
 Joseph James Barron  May 26, 1995 ~ Oct 29, 2021
 Bernadine Grant  June 16, 1950 ~ Oct 29, 2021
 James O. Lafevers  Apr 14, 1941 ~ Oct 30, 2021  
 Arthur Wayne Sloat  Dec 6, 1932 ~ Oct 30, 2021
 Michael Flaherty  June 5, 1981 ~ Oct 31, 2021
 Peggy Marie Cowen  May 15, 1937 ~ Nov 1, 2021 

By Stacey Doud
Grand Prairie—Every 10 years, 
after the US Census data has 
been collected and analyzed, the 
Texas Constitution requires ev-
ery city in which the population 
has grown or diminished is to go 
through a redistricting process. 

The redrawing of district 
boundaries guarantees equal 
voter representation through 
equal population counts. The 
shifts in Grand Prairie’s popu-
lation and demographics over 
the past decade have caused 
the city to begin the process to 
reassign its six city council dis-
tricts.

The Grand Prairie City Coun-
cil consists of six single-district 
council members who each 
represent their district. Two 
council members and a mayor 
represent the city "at large," 
serving the whole city rather 
than just one of its sub-divi-

Grand Prairie begins redistricting process
sions. Grand Prairie has a to-
tal of nine members on its city 
council, elected for three-year 
terms on a nonpartisan basis.

The city of Grand Prairie 
completed the drawing of 
new single member district 
lines, creating two majority 
minority districts as part of a 
settlement of a voting rights 
lawsuit in 2015. The city’s six 
single-member districts were 
redrawn in 2011 after rapid 
growth created a population 
imbalance. 

Grand Prairie held the first 
of three redistricting Town 
Hall meetings on Oct. 28 to 
present initial assessments and 
to take a vote on redistricting 
guidelines and criteria, and re-
ceive input from citizens. 

“Redistricting our six sin-
gle-member city council dis-
tricts is an important process 
for the city to undertake, so 

each district is balanced in 
terms of population,” Mayor 
Ron Jensen said. “The process 
also ensures our minority pop-
ulations are represented.”

The next public/Council 
meetings will convene on Nov. 
4, Dec. 9 and Dec. 15. The City 
Council will adopt the final re-
districting plan during its Jan. 
4 meeting.

“Redistricting is an im-
portant process, and we wel-
come public input,” deputy 
city manager Cheryl DeLeon 
said. “We’ve pushed out infor-
mation about the upcoming 
workshops through our social 
media channels, website and 
Nextdoor; and have emailed 
our PID and HOA presidents 
to share with their board of di-
rectors and residents.”

According to the city of 
Grand Prairie, the redistrict-

ing plan presented to citizens 
and the City Council included 
specifications that required 
“easily identifiable” geographic 
boundaries, such as buildings 
or natural landmarks, should 
be used when possible, split-
ting neighborhoods or districts 
should be avoided, districts 
should be as compact as pos-
sible, all territories in a district 
are adjoining, consideration 
may be given to keep a bound-
ary based on the history of a 
city council member’s perfor-
mance in representing certain 

areas, and the accepted plan is 
specific enough to avoiding ra-
cial gerrymandering.

These guidelines passed at 
the Oct. 28 meeting. No citi-
zens came forward to speak.

Citizens are allowed to pres-
ent redistricting plans to the 
City Council as long as guide-
lines are followed.

After the next three meet-
ings, the City Council is re-
quired to present their re-
districting plans to the state 
legislature for approval or 
changes. Legislative redistrict-

Life Tributes
On October 26, 2021, Donald 
G. Cummings passed away 
unexpectedly in Irving, Tex-
as at the age of 84. He was 
born April 30, 1937 in Lone 
Grove, Oklahoma in the fam-
ily home where the country 
doctor noted the gender as 
‘mail’ on his birth certificate. 
Donald was preceded in death 
by his parents, Hugh and Cora 
Cummings along with his 
two sisters Marjorie Yefchak 
and Mary Cordonnier. He is 
survived and very loved by 
his wife Deniece, and three 
daughters: Karen Caffrey and 
her husband Robert of Man-
chester, CT, Rhonda Huggins 
and her husband Jeff of Grape-
vine, TX and Renee Pinto and 
her husband Carlos of Nolens-
ville, TN. He was also bless-
ed with four grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren 
whom he loved and cherished. 
Donald received a degree in 
Chemistry from Midwestern 
State University in Wichita 
Falls, TX in 1959 and retired 
in 2002 from Hyundai Motor 
America. A member of the 
First United Methodist Church 
of Dallas, Donald was known 
for his deep thoughts on the 
worlds we see and the ones 

we don’t. He was kind, never 
met a stranger and had a won-
derful, quirky sense of humor 
with a wardrobe of blue shirts. 
He was passionately interested 
in the development and use of 
genomic databases to extend 
the human lifespan. Donald’s 
family finds some peace know-
ing he now has the answers he 
sought throughout his life. His 
gifts will be missed by fami-
ly and friends. A celebration 
of life is planned for spring of 
2022, date to be determined. 
For those inclined, a memorial 
donation can be made to: UT 
Southwestern Medical Center 
in Dallas TX https://engage.
utsouthwestern.edu/ways-to-
give

DONALD G. CUMMINGS

ing is treated like any other bill 
and is voted on by the House of 
Representatives and the Sen-
ate.

If the legislature does not 
adopt a redistricting plan, the 
Legislative Redistricting Board 
(LRB) will adopt its own plan 
for the House or the Senate. 
Any enacted redistricting plans 
or those adopted by the LRB 
are filed with the Texas Secre-
tary of State. These plans be-
come effective for the following 
primary and general elections.

CLEAR LANES
Continued from Page 1

TXDOT has several addi-
tional Texas Clear Lanes proj-
ects already underway around 
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metro-
plex:

Interstate 635 East: LBJ 
Freeway is being reconstructed 
and widened, and new frontage 
roads built between Interstate 
30 and US 75. Project will cost 
$1.7 billion with expected com-
pletion in winter 2024.

Interstate 35/US 67 South-
ern Gateway: Highway will be 
rebuilt and widened to reduce 
congestion, improve mobili-
ty, and make it more efficient. 
Cost is $666 million and ex-
pected to be complete in winter 
2021.

Irving Interchange: Im-
proving interchanges at Loop 
12, State Highways 114 and 
183, and Spur 482 to reduce 
congestion. This $301 million 
project should be complete by 
spring 2023.

Interstate 30 East: Among 
the improvements between 
Bass Pro Drive and FM 2642 
are additional lanes, bridges, 
and modifications to existing 
ramps to improve mobility. 
This $834 million project is 
expected completion date is in 
2026. 

“We have to continue to in-
vest in transportation projects 
across the state, especially in 
Dallas if we want to keep this 
economic engine humming,” 
Texas State Senator Royce 
West said. “We’ve got to make 
sure we keep working together 
if we want to get the job done.”

Dallas city council member 
Omar Narvaez extolled the 
teamwork this completed proj-
ect shows between city, county, 
and state levels of government.  

“It takes a lot of layers of gov-
ernments, organizations, folks 
to make sure that everything 
gets done together,” Narvaez 
said. “The improvements that 
have happened here are just 
phenomenal.”

With drivers spending on av-
erage 54 hours each year stuck 
in traffic and with this part of 
I-35 slowing to around 12 miles 
an hour during a typical week-
day rush hour, these lanes are 
already being well-received by 
drivers. 

“I-35 East is one of the 
most-traveled roadways in 
North Texas,” Commissioner 
Robert C. Vaughn of the Texas 
Transportation Commission 
said. “As anyone who has trav-
eled on it can tell you, it’s been 
a major traffic problem.

“The Lower Stemmons Proj-
ect is aimed at making your 
commute safer. About 27,000 
vehicles a day use the north-
bound ramp from I-35 to the 
Dallas North Tollway and an-
other 42,000 use the south-
bound ramp to Woodall Rodg-
ers. That’s a lot of drivers who 
will benefit from having safer 
and more efficient options 
to get where they need to go. 
Those numbers will only grow 
as more people move to North 
Texas, a region which adds 
about one million new resi-
dents every seven years.”

By Michael Castello
Irving—The Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce had its 
annual meeting Friday, Oct. 29. 
The meeting highlighted eco-
nomic growth and companies 
based in the city.

The meeting reflected on 
the past year, and the ways the 
business community in Irving 
was able to evolve and adapt.

The chamber has formed 
the North Texas Coalition, an 
organizations group with the 
initiative of creating education, 
training, and certification pro-
grams for the local workforce, 
called Bridging the Talent Gap. 

The chamber also launched a 
diversity, education, and inclu-
sion program with the goal of 

ensuring individuals of diverse 
backgrounds are better posi-
tioned for leadership opportu-
nities.

The Irving Economic Devel-
opment Partnership support-
ed 32 Irving-based companies 
that either returned to the city, 
remained in it, or expanded in 
it.

The city’s International Af-
fairs & Sister Cities Committee 
hosted the President of Pan-
ama, Laurentino Cortizo, in a 
trade development forum. The 
forum concluded with a signed 
agreement between the nation 
of Panama and Irving to pro-
mote foreign trade and busi-
ness development.

Sam Reed Jr., the 2020-21 

Chamber of Commerce
highlights Irving growth

chairman of the board for the 
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of 
Commerce, passed the role to 
John Nicks, who is a senior vice 
president for Envoy Air, Inc. 

“I’ve enjoyed every minute 
of my experience as chairman 
of the board, and I know John 
will take the chamber to new 
heights,” Reed said.

“This past year, I chaired 
the International Affairs & 
Sister Cities Committee that 
partnered with President Cor-
tizo and ten members of his 
administration,” Nicks said. 
“The committee also had a Ko-
rean-American Chamber inter-
national trade and investment 
expo, a US-Japan business 
roundtable event, and much 
more.” The committee also 
put together the city’s first ever 
Olympic Day celebration.

“I view my job as the care-
taker for a five star designation 
of excellence organization,” 
Nicks said. “That [distinction] 
is among only 194 chambers of 
commerce out of 7000 in the 
United States. It’s important 
because it supports our busi-
ness industry supply chain, it 
creates new jobs, and helps our 
local businesses succeed and 
grow. It’s important because 
it’s the single biggest source 
of tax revenue for the city, and 
adds to the quality of life for 
residents and workers.”

The meeting handed out 
yearly awards honoring local 
community leaders. Steve Love 
of the Dallas-Fort Worth Hos-
pital Council won the Health-
care Hero award. Jeff Spivey, 
Irving’s chief of police, won the 
chamber’s Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion award. Baylor 
Scott and White Irving and 
Medical City Las Colinas were 
both honored with the award 
for organizations that go above 
and beyond taking care of em-
ployees, customers, and the 
community despite challenges 
and obstacles.

Morgan Green-Griffin, a li-
brarian at the Cozby Library, 
has received national recog-
nition for emerging leader-
ship in volunteer engagement. 
Morgan Green-Griffin earned 
the Impact Award, presented 
in October of 2021 by the As-
sociation of Leaders in Volun-
teer Engagement (AL!VE) in 
the Emerging Leader catego-
ry, for her efforts to provide a 
quality volunteer engagement 
program in the City of Coppell, 
willingness to network, mentor 
or collaborate with their peers, 
advocate for the profession, 
and involvement at the nation-
al and local level with volunteer 
engagement professionals. Be-
cause of Morgan Green-Grif-
fin’s efforts, all volunteer en-
gagement professionals and 
the programs and communities 
they serve are all enhanced and 
supported to provide a robust, 
engaging, and meaningful vol-
unteer experience.

Morgan Green-Griffin has 
been employed at the City of 
Coppell since March 2018. She 
is a Coppell High School alum-
na. Morgan Green-Griffin has a 
Master of Library Science from 
the University of North Texas, 
and she’s a Certified Volunteer 
Administrator (CVA). The CVA 
is an international professional 
credential for those who man-
age volunteers and/or pro-
grams. There are only 1,100 
CVAs worldwide. 

AL!VE Board President 
Megan Vixie, CVA is excited 
about presenting the award to 
three recipients in two differ-
ent categories of Exemplary 
and Emerging Leader. “This is 
our third year presenting these 
awards and the selection com-
mittee had many nominees of 
committed and talented volun-
teer engagement professionals 
nationwide.” AL!VE will pro-
vide a cash award to Morgan 
Green-Griffin to use for profes-
sional development expenses, 
such as continuing education, 
books, and resources. 

AL!VE is the national pro-
fessional association for those 
who manage or lead volunteer 
engagement programs.  AL!VE 
serves to enhance and sustain 
the spirit of volunteering by 
fostering collaboration and 
networking, promoting profes-
sional development, and pro-

Cozby librarian receives 
national recognition

viding advocacy for leaders in 
community engagement.  For 
more information, visit www.
volunteeralive.org

The Cozby Library and Com-
munity Commons is the heart 
of the community where citi-
zens are empowered to Imag-
ine, Discover, Engage, and 

Achieve in an environment 
that cultivates curiosity, col-
laboration, and creativity. For 
more information, please visit 
coppelltx.gov/library, call 972-
304-3658 or email cozbypro-
grams@coppelltx.gov.

SOURCE Cozby Library

Photo provided.
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Populus Financial Group, Inc. has the following openings in Irving, TX: 
1. IOS Developer to design, develop, and maintain mobile banking 
applications.  2. Senior Software Developer to design, develop, test 
mission-critical applications, including new applications, enhancements 
to existing systems.  3. Sr. DevOps .NET Developer to work with the 
software architecture team to document and develop best practices for 
development and deployment of API Services. 4. Senior Data Analyst 
to partner with card services product team and marketing team on key 
projects to deliver analytical support and actionable insights. 5. Senior 
Software Engineer to design and develop applications while adhering to 
company coding standards. To apply mail resume to Attn: Susan Wells, 
Populus Financial Group, Inc. at 300 E John Carpenter Freeway, Suite 
900, Irving, TX 75062 and reference job title.

Software Developer 
Agneto Inc, seeks Software Developer with Master’s dgr (or foreign 
equiv dgr) in C.Sci, CIS, Info Tech or rltd engg. + 1 yr exp. in design 
solution, Implementation of Blue prism framework for legacy system 
developed using HTML, Javascript,.net, SQL server and quality test 
and check of Blue Prism code using VB Script, IBM change, IBM Web-
sphere, UNIX/Windows NT, DB2. Mail resume to HR  5525 N MacArthur 
Blvd, Suite 160, Irving, TX 75038. Travel to various unanticipated client 
locations throughout the U.S.

EVRY USA Corp. – Irving,
TX – Project Manager – 
Product planning, delivery, release management, & 
deployment. Project execution, resource deployment, & overall leader-
ship & coordination efforts to ensure
projects are completed on schedule & within budget. Req. MS+2/BS+5. 
Travel & work @ various unanticipated client sites as as14 signed. To 
apply: Email resume, referencing EVRY009, including job history, to 
padma18 ja.pendyala@tietoevry.com. EVRY USA Corp. is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

SOFTWARE ENGINEER: Abbott Labs, located in Irving, TX seeks 
qualified SW Eng. Resp for developing secured SW systems for med 
devices using security best practices as req by health industry & rltd 
regulation developing software. Masters or foreign equiv in Comp Sci, 
SW Tech, Info Tech or in a closely rltd fld of study (Will accept Bachelors 
+ 5 yrs of progressive pro exp in lieu of Masters) each alt req w/ at least 
3 yrs of pro exp in: (i) developing functional specs & designs using ob-
ject-oriented programming (OOP) principles & SW architecture design 
patterns; (ii) creating project plans, designing & developing apps, per-
forming unit & functional/validation testing; (iii) designing & developing 
apps using Visual Studio, .NET Framework, C#, SQL, LINQ, ADO.NET, 
Entity Framework, JSON & WCF/Web Services; (iv) serializing & dese-
rializing structured data using JSON/ XML serializer or Google Protocol 
Buffer techs; (v) utilizing XAML (WPF/Silverlight), custom ctrls, layouts 
& MVVM/MVC design patterns to design & implement user
interfaces; (vi) utilizing relational databases incl creating tables, stored 
procedures, triggers, optimizing & tuning queries to persist system wide 
apps data; & (vii) practicing Agile SW development methodologies & 
maintaining version ctrl using Version Ctrl Systems like Azure DevOps, 
GIT, JIRA, Confluence &/or Bitbucket. Emp will accept any suitable 
combo of edu, training, or exp. An EOE. 40 hrs/wk. Respond by mail: 
Abbott Laboratories, Kathleen Ellwanger, Senior Paralegal,
100 Abbott Park Road, Bldg AP6A, Dept 32RC, Abbott Park, IL 60064-
3500.
Refer to ad code: ABT-00681-KE.

Kaltech Consulting Inc has multiple openings at multiple levels for the 
following positions: 
Master’s only/equiv.:  DevOps Engineer (KDOE21): Collaborate with 
scrum team to provide quality validation throughout DevOps. UI De-
veloper (KUD21): Provide user interface development. Provide archi-
tecture, technical analysis and design. Develop and maintain computer 
software programs. Java Developer (KJD21): Develop and maintain 
computer software programs. Work on a wide range of projects. 
Master’s + 2yrs /Bachelor’s + 5yrs exp/equiv.: .Net Developer 
(KND21): ASP.net, .Net Framework, HTML5, JavaScript, SQL Server, 
AJAX, GIT and JQuery. 
Mail resume with job ID # to HR: 400 E. Royal Lane, Bldg. 3, Ste. 270, 
Irving, TX  75039. Unanticipated work site locations throughout 
U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10512

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0007
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-2
MULTIFAMILY CONCEPT PLAN MF21-0005

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE HIRAM BENNETT SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 122, LOCATED AT 400 SOUTH MACARTHUR BOU-
LEVARD FROM R-MF-2 “MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL 2” TO S-P-2 
(R-MF-2) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
2”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; APPROVING MULTIFAMILY CONCEPT 
PLAN MF21-0005; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A 
PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10513

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0047
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-3.5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY 
REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LANDOLT ACRES AD-
DITION, LOCATED AT 1208 WEST 6TH STREET FROM C-N “NEIGH-
BORHOOD COMMERCIAL” TO R-3.5 “TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL”; 
DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE 2021-10514

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0048
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-C

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS TOWERS 
ADDITION, LOCATED AT 121 WEST JOHN CARPENTER FREEWAY 
FROM M-FW “FREEWAY” TO C-C “COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL”; 
DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10515

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0049
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE NOAH’S ADDITION AND 
THE E. N. HERNDON SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 666, LOCATED AT 
6300 LONGHORN DRIVE AND 6101 EAST CAMPUS CIRCLE DRIVE 
FROM C-O “COMMERCIAL OFFICE” TO S-P-2 (C-O) “GENERALIZED 
SITE PLAN – COMMERCIAL OFFICE”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DI-
RECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10516

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0050
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD for S-P-1(R-AB)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
PEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10320 AND REZONING A TRACT 
OF LAND OUT OF THE R.W. FRIER SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 491 
AND THE OAKLEY GLASS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 537, LOCATED 
APPROXIMATELY 1,200 FEET SOUTHWEST OF THE INTERSEC-
TION OF STATE HIGHWAY 161 AND LAS COLINAS BOULEVARD 
FROM PUD (C-C) “PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT – COMMUNITY 
COMMERCIAL” TO PUD FOR S-P-1 (R-AB) “PLANNED UNIT DE-
VELOPMENT FOR DETAILED SITE PLAN FOR RESTAURANT WITH 
ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION”; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on October 28, 2021.
 
RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR

ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

Austin—Governor Abbott 
signed the Safe Outdoor Dogs 
Act into law to go into effect on 
Jan. 18. A top legislative priority 
for the Texas Humane Legisla-
tion Network (THLN), the Safe 
Outdoor Dogs Act establish-
es basic standards of shelter 
and care for dogs left outdoors 
and clarifies existing law to 
promote the safety of animals 
and the people around them. 
The Governor vetoed a previous 

Safe Outdoor Dogs
Act becomes law

the Irving Day Center the min-
istry plans to build within the 
next year. The day center is 
called the HOPE Center, which 
stands for Helping Other Peo-
ple Excel. 

“We have some land we’re 
looking at,” O’Reilly said. “We 
have a builder who says he will 
help us with the expenses.” 

“Our future day center is go-
ing to be built so leasing is an 
option,” Hansen said. “Those 
plans are already laid.” 

“The facility is going to be 
built behind our [church] and 
it’s going to allow Many Help-
ing Hands to do whatever 
Many Helping Hands needs 
to do in this building,” Pastor 

version of the bill during the 
regular session but added it to 
the third special session agenda 
in September. 

“We are thrilled to be able 
to get this bill across the finish 
line in the special session rather 
than having to wait for the next 
regular session in 2023,” Stacy 
Sutton Kerby, director of gov-
ernment relations for THLN, 
said. “It is a huge step toward 
protecting restrained dogs 
and the people around them 
from inhumane tethering.” 
The Safe Outdoor Dogs Act will 
ensure dogs have access to 
drinkable water and can move 
around without being trapped 
in standing water or any other 
dangerous substance. Along 
with preventing exposure to 
extreme weather, the Safe Out-
door Dogs Act removed the 24-
hour waiting period that previ-
ously prevented animal control 
and law enforcement officers 
from taking immediate ac-
tion. Going forward, officers 
will be able to assist teth-
ered dogs in distress as soon 
as they arrive on the scene.  
“There is now a basic standard 

By Aubrey Turner
Austin—Texans voted on eight 
Texas State Constitutional 
Amendments during Election 
day, Tuesday, Nov. 2. Every 
amendment passed and will be 
added to the Texas Constitution.  

Amendment One granted 
both the Texas Rodeo Cowboys 
Association and the Women’s 
Professional Rodeo Associa-
tion the ability to hold raffles 
for charity fundraising. All 
gambling must be approved in 
the Texas Constitution to be le-
gal within the state. 

Amendment Two autho-
rized counties to issue bonds 

All Eight Texas State Constitution 
Amendments Approved by Voters

or notes to develop transpor-
tation and infrastructure in 
underdeveloped areas. Smaller 
municipalities already use this 
method to fund these improve-
ments.  

Amendment Three prohib-
ited the state from closing or 
limiting gatherings within reli-
gious centers. This amendment 
was a response to Covid-19 
quarantines. Churches and 
other religious organizations 
may choose to close or limit 
services.  

Amendment Four increased 
the time in which a person 
must practice law within Tex-

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

Dennis Webb from Bear Creek 
Community Church said. 

“A lot of people need some-
one to help them, give them 
some encouragement and let 
them know they don’t have to 
live in this existence for the rest 
of their life,” Webb said. 

“Once you’ve been part of 
the ministry, you see that a 
few people can get a lot done if 
they’re focused on a purpose,” 
Christine Burkett said. “It’s 
good to be part of something 
where you know you’re making 
a difference.” 

“[The homeless] will have 
a place where they can belong 
and get the help they need,” 
Lydia Webb said. 

as to be eligible to be a judge 
in the Texas Supreme Court, 
Court of Appeals, or Court of 
Criminal Appeals. The amend-
ment requires these judges 
practice law in the state for ten 
years, rather than have experi-
ence in another state. The Dis-
trict Court rules increased the 
time from four years in Texas 
to eight years.  

Amendment Five allows the 
State Commission on Judicial 
Conduct to receive complaints, 
conduct investigations, and 
reprimand candidates running 
for judicial office. Currently, 
the Commission has the abil-
ity to act on complaints filed 
against someone who is al-
ready holding a judicial seat.  

Amendment Six allows 
residents of nursing homes, 
residential care facilities, and 
rehabilitation facilities to have 
one essential care worker visit 
them despite quarantine pro-
tocol. This amendment was 
brought before the Texas State 
Legislature by Texas residents 
who saw a need for an appoint-
ed family member to have ac-
cess to loved ones. 

Amendment Seven limits 
school district property taxes 
incurred by the widow/er of 
a person with a disability who 
is older than 65. The surviv-
ing spouse must be at least 55 
years old and live in the home 

to be eligible for this exception. 
Amendment Eight expands 

the benefits of exception of 
school district property taxes 
for the surviving partner of a 
person killed or fatally injured 
while in service of the country. 
Currently this benefit is only 
for surviving spouses of some-
one killed in the line of duty.  

Voter turnout was low for 
this election with approximate-
ly 8 percent of registered voters 
casting a ballot during early 
voting or on Election Day.    

of care that must be provided to 
dogs tethered outdoors across 
the state,” Senator Eddie Lucio, 
Jr., who authored the act in the 
Senate, said. “This legislation 
will help keep dogs and the 
communities in which they live 
safe, even if there are no munic-
ipal ordinances. Dogs are more 
than man’s best friend, they 
are family. Mistreating dogs 
is horrible and passing legis-
lation like this isn’t just good 
policy, it’s humane policy.”  
“This bipartisan bill, which 
repeals and replaces an entire 
subchapter of ineffective code, 
provides clarity for dog own-
ers, allows law enforcement to 
do their jobs and is designed 
to keep our communities safe 
from dangerous dogs,” Repre-
sentative Jared Patterson, who 
authored the act in the House, 
said. “It also provides measures 
to protect dogs from inclement 
weather, lack of shelter and 
heavy chains, which I am con-
fident will save our furry family 
members from harmful condi-
tions and pain in the future.” 

SOURCE Texas Humane Legislation 
Network

Coppell—After 38 years of ser-
vice to the Coppell community, 
Vivyon “Bo” Bowman, director 
of Human Resources and Ad-
ministration for the city of Cop-
pell, announced his retirement 
effective Nov. 2. 

Bowman’s interest in public 
service began as a concerned 
citizen of 16 in his hometown 
of Wills Point, Texas. He spoke 
to the city council about the 
lack of a park in his neighbor-
hood. The mayor responded 
by appointing him to the parks 
board. While the park he want-
ed never came to fruition, the 
experience stuck with him, and 
he went on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in political science and a 
master’s of Public Administra-
tion degree from the University 
of North Texas. 

He started as an intern with 
city of Coppell through a North 
Texas Council of Governments 
fellowship while attending 
graduate school in September 
1983. At the time, the popu-
lation was around 3,000, City 
Hall was a small metal building 
on Coppell Rd., and Denton 
Tap consisted of two lanes, and 
a blinking traffic light by the 
Dairy Queen, Bowman said.

“Working with Bo has been 
an honor and a privilege,” 
city manager Mike Land said. 
“Bo’s years of service to the 
citizens of Coppell should be 
applauded and revered. Bo’s 
commitment to Coppell never 

Coppell human 
resources 

director retires
wavered, no matter the circum-
stances. We are all proud of Bo 
and will miss his wisdom and 
contemplative approach to the 
challenges faced by our organi-
zation and our community.”

Throughout his tenure, he 
saw the organization through 
many changes and growing 
pains including six city man-
agers, moving into the current 
city hall in 1986, the formation 
and evolution of Coppell’s ser-
vant leadership culture, and 
managing everything from 
procurement to municipal 
court in several positions in-
cluding assistant city manager 
and personnel director. 

He also led the charge on 
many firsts for the city of Cop-
pell, including the creation of 
the first employee handbook 
and health insurance program 
along with forming, building, 
and overseeing the city’s Hu-
man Resources Department. 

“Bo built our HR depart-
ment and is a mentor to our 
organization serving with re-
spect, integrity and fairness,” 
Martha Thomas, senior hu-
man resources advisor, said. 
“He is one of the most genuine 
and humble leaders I had the 
pleasure of working with for 
the last 19 years. Although we 
will miss Bo, we wish him and 
Taryon many years of wonder-
ful, well-deserved retirement 
experiences.”

SOURCE City of Coppell
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TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. 23
2. Bounty paper towels
3. Olympia
4. A charm
5. “Holiday”
6. “Back to the Future,” 

Dr. Emmett Brown
7. Arnold
8. Austria
9. Two
10. Venus

ANSWER KEYS

* Three ways to use an empty 
tissue box: 1) Store plastic gro-
cery bags inside; 2) line with a 
small plastic trash bag and use 
in your car as a travel trash can; 
3) cut out the bottom and use it 
to disguise an extra toilet tissue 
roll in your guest bath!

* Love oranges? Save the 
peels to add to your potpourri 
mix. Remove as much of the 
pith as possible and cut into 
strips. Air dry in bright light for 
about a week. Or you can set 
the strips on parchment and 
dry in a partially closed oven 
set to 175 F for about 45 min-
utes. Check often.

* “To separate yolks from egg 

This is that time of year, 
again, when we need to make 
decisions about Medicare 
plans.

From Oct. 15 to Dec. 7, we 
are eligible to compare our 
coverage between the original 
Medicare, Advantage plans and 
the Part D drug plans in open 
enrollment. They change every 1. FOOD & DRINK: How 

many different flavors are in a 
Dr. Pepper soda?

2. AD SLOGANS: Which 
product was advertised as “the 
quicker picker upper”?

whites, simply crack eggs into 
a shallow bowl and ‘suck’ the 
yolk out using an empty plas-
tic water bottle. Squeeze the 
bottle slightly, then position 
the mouth of the bottle at the 
yolk and let go. It will magically 
slide up into the bottle, leaving 
the whites behind!” -- T.T. in 
New York

* “When the last serving of 
jam has been used, I will happi-
ly add some oil and vinegar to 
the jar, along with a few choice 
spices, then shake. It’s an in-
stant vinaigrette, with a fruity 
tang.” -- C.L. in Tennessee

* Keep your jeans or other 
denim items from fading by 
soaking them in a solution of 
cold water and salt (2 table-
spoons to a gallon) for about an 
hour before washing.

* “To clean a can opener, get 
it wet and run a folded paper 
towel through it while turn-
ing the handle. Works best if 

It's Time to
Review, Renew 

Medicare

year, and we need to know how 
those changes will impact us.

To compare plans, go online 
to Medicare.gov and click on 
Preview 2022 Health & Drug 
Plans. Click on the plans you’d 
like to see and enter your ZIP 
code. If you want to compare 
drug costs, enter that data as 
well.

Have pen and paper on hand 
and do the math. While it’s 
said that the average Advan-
tage plan will come down $2, 
the average drug plan will go 
up that much. Beware the de-
ductibles.

If you have an Advantage 
plan and think you want to 
continue it, read the fine print. 
If you’re used to having bene-
fits for glasses, gym member-
ship or other things, check to 
be sure you’ll still have those. 
Compare all of the plans to get 
what you need.

If you have a Part D drug 
plan and need insulin, be espe-
cially careful in selecting your 
plan. An additional 500 plans 
will include insulin this year, 
but again, read the fine print 

to be sure it’s what you need. 
A warning: Be sure your drugs 
are covered.

If you have questions you can 
call 1-800-MEDICARE, 24/7, 
to get help. You can also seek 
assistance at the State Health 
Insurance Program (SHIP) for 
your state (www.shiphelp.org).

If you are low income or 
have a disability, you might be 
eligible for the Medicare Sav-
ings Programs (MSPs). They 
help pay for premiums and 
deductibles, as well as co-pay-
ments. Go online to cms.gov 
and search for Medicare Sav-
ings Programs. Click on one 
of the four categories for more 
information and income limits.

3. U.S. STATES: What is the 
capital of Washington state?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of humming-
birds called?

5. MUSIC: What was Ma-
donna’s first Top 10 hit?

6. MOVIES: Which block-
buster movie had this final line, 
“Roads? Where we’re going, we 
don’t need roads!”?

7. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the pet pig on 
“Green Acres”?

8. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
European country is known as 
Osterreich in its native tongue?

9. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many tablespoons are in 1 fluid 
ounce?

10. ASTRONOMY: Which 
planet in our solar system is 
known as both the Morning 
and Evening Star?

done after each use.” -- H.P. in 
Washington

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.
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TRUNK OR TREAT
Continued from Page 1

* Most NASCAR teams use 
nitrogen in their tires instead 
of air. This allows the tire to 
have a much more consistent 
rate of expansion and contrac-
tion to heat and cold.

* North Koreans must have 
one of 28 state-approved hair-
cuts.

* In Albania, some wom-
en make an oath to become 
“sworn virgins” in order to live 
life as a man, with the rights 
and privileges of a man. For the 
rest of their lives, they are nev-
er again addressed as female.

* Over 2,500 left-hand-

Here’s How to 
Find Where 

Vet Is Buried

FUN & GAMES
ed people a year are killed by 
using equipment made for 
right-handed people. The dead-
liest item? The right-handed 
power saw.

* A traffic jam in Beijing last-
ed more than nine days.

* If you yelled for eight years, 
seven months and six days, 
you'd produce enough sound 
energy to heat one cup of cof-
fee.

* A man with severe OCD 
and a phobia of germs attempt-
ed to commit suicide with a 
gun to his head. Instead of kill-
ing him, the bullet eliminated 
his mental illness without any 
other damage.

* In 2003, there were 86 
days of below-freezing weather 
in Hell, Michigan.

* Until 2018, there were 
only two English words ending 
in “gry” -- hungry and angry. 
Then the Oxford English Dic-
tionary added a third -- “han-
gry” (an irritable state induced 
by lack of food).

* A decibel is not its own 
unit, but actually 1/10th of 
the seldom used “Bel,” a unit 
named in honor of Alexander 
Graham Bell for his contribu-
tion to acoustics.

* "Backpfeifengesicht" is a 
German term for a face that 
badly needs a punch.

The Veterans Legacy Me-
morial website has been ex-
panded by 500,000 names at 
93 veterans cemeteries across 
the country. This is in addition 
to the 4 million names already 
there at 155 cemeteries.

The VLM is a digital plat-
form and repository for infor-
mation on veterans buried in 
those cemeteries. Friends and 
family can add biographies, 
photos, documents and other 
info to the listing for each vet-
eran as a way of paying tribute. 
So far, 22,000 friends and fam-
ilies have added information to 
their vet’s profile page.

For those of us who live far 
from the cemeteries where our 
veterans are buried, being able 
to add to a legacy page helps. 
For me, my family is only par-
tially covered at this point. My 
grandfather at Fort Sam is in 
the database. Another relative 
at Riverside is in the database. 
Three others aren’t, including 
my parents at Arlington Na-
tional. They are, however, in 
ANC’s website, although there 
is no way to add photos (except 
for the photo of the marker that 
is already there) or stories or 
biographies.

Perhaps Arlington will be 
among those added in the 
half-million new names. Even-
tually the project intends to 
cover veterans buried in state 
and local cemeteries, as well as 
private cemeteries.

To look for your veteran, go 
to www.vlm.cem.va.gov and 
put in the name -- first name 
last name, no comma. Click on 
the FAQ for more information.

To find a veteran at Arling-
ton National, go to www.ar-
lingtoncemetery.mil.

If your veteran is listed in 
the Veterans Legacy Memorial, 
contribute to the profile. Pic-
tures are a great addition, as is 
bio information and personal 
stories.

Wreaths Across America will 
be on Saturday, Dec. 18. See 
their website (www.wreathsac-
rossamerica.org) for ways you 
can help with wreath-laying at 
the 2,500 locations.

Aubrey Turner 
Irving—The vision of the Irving 
library system is to “be a center 
of the community, improving 
the quality of life for Irving 
residents.” However, some 
residents are dismayed by a 
group of books in the library 
that feature sexual content and 
are shelved in the Young Adult 
selection of the library.

Viki Norman picked up the 
book ‘Jack of Hearts (and Oth-
er Parts)’ from the South Li-
brary in 2019. 

“I saw it on the display and 
the cover did not look suitable 
for the teen section,” Norman 
said. “I checked it out to read it 
and see if the book was appro-
priate for children.  

“I was shocked by what 
was in the book. The very first 
scene of the book depicts a 
group sex act, and it kept go-
ing from there. In total, there 
were 150 pages in this short 
book where sex acts were de-
picted. Additionally, there 
were instances like sex be-
tween a teacher and a student 
in the book, as well as anal sex.”   
Norman sent in an appeal for 
review to the library staff. 

“My concern is this book 
goes against the state laws pro-
hibiting sexually explicit ma-
terials for children,” Norman 
said. “Additionally, state law 
requires children be taught ab-
stinence only sex education in 
public schools. 

“I am so concerned the li-
brary is allowing a book like 
this to remain in the library. 
When children are exposed to 
sexual material, it is risky to the 
children, as then they can be 
groomed for sexual abuse and 
sex-trafficking. 

“My husband started to 
read a portion of this book at a 
City Council meeting and was 
stopped, with the Mayor saying 
the words were too sexual and 
not appropriate for the meet-
ing. If it is too sexual for a group 
of adults at a City Council meet-
ing, it is too sexual for children 
and teenagers at the library.”   
Assistant city manager James 

Group works to
remove library book

Childers is responsible for Ir-
ving Library System’s oper-
ations and spoke to the City 
Council about the complaints 
about the book and library 
staff. 

“While we first heard from 
Ms. Norman by email in 2019, 
we did not receive a formal re-
quest for review until the sum-
mer of 2020,” Childers said. 
“At that time, we told her we 
had worked with the city lawyer 
and had revamped the process. 
We asked her to submit a re-
quest for review, and we would 
address her concerns and de-
termine if the book should be 
removed from the collection.

“I want to be clear, we do not 
serve in place of the parent. 
We do not monitor what teens 
and children check out, that 
is the parent’s responsibility. 
Our job is to provide materi-
als that meet the interests of 
our diverse community. There 
is so much diversity here, and 
inevitably there will be ma-
terials in our library some-
one finds problematic. That 
is the inherent component 
of a public library system.”   
The library staff responded to 
complaints by Norman and 
others claiming the teen sec-
tion of the library has a dispro-
portionate amount of LGBTQ+ 
books.  

“I had the staff go through 
the section and categorize the 
books to the best of our abil-
ity,” Childers said. “The per-
centage of books that have 
LGBTQ+ in the teen section 
is about 3 percent, and if you 
bring in the adult section and 
put those numbers together, it 
is about 0.5 percent. To be fair 
to those complaining, nobody 
is saying all of these books 
have an overtly sexualized 
theme, but this was the way we 
could get numbers for books 
that address these issues. 
“We as a library system are not 
going to restrict what someone 
can read. We want to provide 
a variety of books that have 
different themes to meet the 

needs of the community. We 
have twelve librarians who are 
experts in their field, each have 
a different area of responsibili-
ty, and we use reviews to help 
us find new books. We have so 
many books, and there is no 
way we can read all the books 
cover to cover. Additionally, our 
budget is limited for our Young 
Adult selection, so we have to 
choose books that go along 
with popular interest, genre, 
previous circulation of the au-
thor, etc. Because the size of the 
collection is so small, we will 
systematically remove books 
if they are not checked out.”   
As a result of the conversations 
surrounding this book, the li-
brary put together a parent 
guide, both online and in the li-
braries to help guide parents as 
their children check out books.  

“This is one of the good 
things that came from this dis-
cussion,” Childers said. “A lot of 
times, I do not think parents re-
alize that our Young Adult sec-
tion is intended for 9th through 
12th grade. Often the books in 
these sections are coming of 
age stories with romance and 
sexual stories as part of these 
stories. Additionally, parents 
can set up their card system 
to give them the ability to see 
what books are being checked 
out by their children. This will 
empower our patrons on how 
to use this system.” 

“Ideally, I would like the li-
brary to remove this book and 
remove others that are sexually 
explicit in the library system,” 
Norman said. “But if the books 
are going to remain in the sys-
tem, I think they should all be 
moved to the adult, non-fiction 
area under ‘Sex Education.’ 
That way parents can choose 
to check out these materials if 
they would like for their chil-
dren to have access to these 
materials. I want the library 
staff to be more mindful about 
the books that are purchased. 
This is our taxpayer money, 
and it should be used to pur-
chase quality books.”

Coppell—For more than 20 
years, the city of Coppell has 
sponsored the “Make a Child 
Smile” holiday program, en-
couraging community mem-
bers to donate gifts to deserv-
ing children in Coppell ISD. In 
2020, gifts were purchased for 
approximately 400 children in 
Coppell who may not have oth-
erwise received a present. 

There will be two ways to 
contribute this year. From 
Nov. 1 – 30, those wishing to 
partake can either stop by the 
City Manager’s Office to choose 
a paper ornament from the 
tree that includes the child’s 
gift preferences and clothing 
sizes, or visit makeachildsmi-

lecoppell.com to select a virtual 
ornament.

Once items are purchased, 
return the wrapped gifts with 
the paper ornament attached 
to the City Manager’s Office no 
later than 5 p.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 6. If ornaments were cho-
sen virtually, write the family 
number, age and gender of the 
child on a tag and attach it to 
the gifts. The program’s goal is 
to provide at least one toy and 
one article of clothing for each 
child. City staff volunteers will 
deliver the gifts prior to Christ-
mas.

In addition to gifts for local 
children, the city is also collect-

Coppell kicks off Make
a Child Smile program

ing donations for local seniors 
in the form of $50 Wal-Mart 
gift cards. These gift cards will 
be given to Metrocrest Services 
to be added to gift baskets, 
which are distributed each De-
cember to help brighten the 
holidays for local seniors. Gift 
card donations should also be 
dropped off at the City Manag-
er’s Office by 5 p.m. on Mon-
day, Dec. 6. 

The City Manager’s Office is 
located on the second floor of 
Town Center, 255 E Parkway 
Blvd., and is open weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., except 
holiday hours.

SOURCE City of Coppell

to everybody who gave us stuff. 
I have a very grateful heart for 
that, because it’s amazing what 
people did. It’s fantastic now 
that it’s started.”

The event offered residents 
a safe Halloween alternative 
where they and their children 
could show up costumed or 
not, play games and have fun. 
The event also raised aware-
ness of the Irving PAL, espe-
cially as the program prepares 
to move into the National 
Guard Armory across from Ir-
ving High School. 

“For the last 18 months or 
so, we’ve been shut down and 
not able to do the community 
outreach that we really need,” 

Spivey said. “As we begin mak-
ing plans to move to the ar-
mory, we want to bring more 
attention, more participants, 
because we’re going to be able 
to increase the number of the 
kids we reach and the different 
activities we can do.

“This is a great event. Peo-
ple are getting out and about, 
feeling comfortable mingling. 
It’s a great way to interact with 
police officers and the other 
community groups and mem-

bers that are bringing attention 
to the Irving PAL.”

Christenson spent three 
weeks focused on ensuring the 
event went off without a hitch.  

“This has been great. I see a 
ton of my kids from our pro-
gram, and I see a whole lot 
more kids I have not seen be-
fore,” Christenson said. “That 
means we’ve got a lot of the 
community here I was not ex-
pecting. I think this is an amaz-
ing turnout for our first year.”
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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
Continued from Page 1

VETERANS DAY 
CEREMONY

Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 11:30 a.m.
Jack Huffman Community Building auditorium

(former Irving Central Library)
801 W. Irving Blvd. Irving TX 75060

All branches of the Military will be honored.

Call Margaret Ann Lopez at 214-402-8000
for more details

Come out andCome out and
support oursupport our

Veterans! LiveVeterans! Live
patriotic music,patriotic music,

refreshments and refreshments and 
much more!much more!

HONOR A LOVED ONE,
PURCHASE A GRANITE BLOCK

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Sudanese military 
wrested control of the govern-
ment from a transitory council, 
arresting prime minister Ab-
dalla Hamdok and placing him 
under house arrest on Monday, 
Oct. 25. This coup set off waves 
of protests in the North African 
nation of 44 million people, 
leading to eight deaths and 170 
wounded thus far.

On Thursday, Oct. 28, a 
group of about 100 Sudanese 
people, part of the sever-
al thousand who now live in 
DFW, met in front of the Irving 
Convention Center to protest 
the coup.

The protest was organized by 
Talal Dawelbait, who was born 
in Sudan but has called the 
Metroplex home for 14 years. 

“They’re killing people in 
the street. It’s really horrible,” 
Dawelbait said. “Why are we 
standing here? We’re support-
ing our people. We’re trying to 
make our voices heard, to show 
everyone what’s going on over 
there. We need to help them. 
We need the American people 
to help us get out from the mil-
itary. We have an emergency. 
We need civil rights.”

In 1956, Sudan gained its 
independence from Egypt and 
the United Kingdom. In 1989, 
dictator Omar Al-Bashir took 
over as president in a bloodless 
coup. Bashir, who was charged 
with countless deaths and hu-
man rights violations in the 
Darfur region and across the 
country, ruled with an iron fist 
until 2019, when he was re-
moved by current military gen-
eral Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan in 
another coup. 

When Al-Burhan took pow-
er, the ensuing agreement 
detailed how the transitory 

Sudanese group peacefully protests coup
government would feature a ci-
vilian-military council, and the 
military would cede full control 
back to the people in July 2023 
after free elections were held. 

In fact, Al-Burhan was just 
weeks from stepping down and 
a civilian taking his role when 
the latest coup, which saw the 
military dissolve the transi-
tory government, including 
the Sovereign Council, arrest 
Hamdok’s cabinet, occurred. 
The new regime has since fired 
six ambassadors in Khartoum, 
Sudan’s capital, including the 
one from the United States.

The coup has also prompted 
the US government to suspend 
an estimated $700 million 
in emergency aid. The World 
Bank also suspended aid, and 
the African Union suspended 
Sudan, the third-largest Afri-
can country in terms of land 
area, from its organization. 

Irving resident Duaa Elhag 
was born in Sudan and has 
been in the States for two years. 
Most of her family also now re-
sides in the U.S. but she still 
has one brother back home. 

“I have my brother and his 
two little kids. It’s really break-
ing my heart,” Elhag said. 
“They cut off the Internet. I did 
actually [talk to them], they’re 
doing fine.”

“But since there’s no Inter-
net, they can’t cash their mon-
ey in a bank. They can’t go and 
buy stuff, because the streets 
are literally closed.”

Some protesters carried or 
wore the Sudanese flag. Others 
carried signs calling for an end 
to the military dictatorship, 
while others detailed the ongo-
ing atrocities back home.  

Sporting several bullhorns, 
various speakers including Mr. 
Dawelbait and Ms. Elhag, led 

chants, among them a frequent 
refrain of “Al-Burhan to ICC.” 
The ICC is the International 
Criminal Court in The Hague, 
Netherlands, which prosecutes 
individuals worldwide for 
crimes against humanity.

For about two hours, the 
group never stopped chanting 
and singing. The protest even 
drew support from passing 
cars passing with many honk-
ing, while others rolled down 
their windows to express their 
agreement.

Protest organizers wanted to 
show their support for Sudan 
and express their frustration 
for the country’s latest coup. 

“It’s really frustrating [to 
see another coup] because we 
suffered for years under Omar 

Bashir,” Dawelbait said. “Ev-
erything was down, including 
the economy, health. We tried 
to build things up with Ham-
dok, but those people they took 
over again for no reason.”

“They don’t want this [elec-
tion] to happen,” Elhag said. 
“That’s why they’re doing what 
they’re doing now. We just 
want them to go. We just want 
them to get arrested, because 
they’re doing wars in Darfur 
and a lot of different cities in 
Sudan. We just want them to 
go to the ICC.

“We’re just looking for de-
mocracy. That’s all we want. 
We want what’s happening 
now to stop. We want our basic 
rights as human beings.”

the best [experience] they en-
joyed in life.” 

The Catarina Dolls wore 
beautiful dresses with their fac-
es decorated similarly to skull 
candies. 

“I feel very good knowing 
I’m representing my culture 

and having people come up to 
me and ask me to take pictures. 
It’s really nice,” Jadelyn Chavez 
said.

The Farmers Market show-
cased multiple altars from the 
community. 

“Altars are unique, unique 

people, family, friends, loved 
ones they know,” Lopez said. 
“We have a city altar, respect 
our police officers as well. We 
have different community al-
tars from high school students, 
all the way to community part-
ners.”

Residents created family al-
tars as well. 

“It’s nice to have everyone 
around,” Eddie Chaparro said. 
Everyone has their people. We 
have our people, and we all 
come together to celebrate the 
people we love. 

“There are seven steps, that 
each step has a different signifi-
cance. Each thing on there also 
has a significance, we just made 
everything like handmade like 
the flowers and things that we 
found around the house,” Kim-
berly Foo said. 

The altars brought families 
together, but residents also got 
to participate in a friendly com-
petition with their altars. 

“The money is not important, 
it’s bringing families togeth-
er, that’s what’s important,” 
Rosanelda Foo said. “We made 
everything house-themed, ev-
erything is significant.”

A night event that everyone 
gets to enjoy, even through 
these hard times. 

“I’m excited that we are get-
ting out, and we are turning the 
page. Even though we know 
that we’re not totally away 
from COVID, at least, we’re 
just turning the page and still 
having a reproduction,” Lopez 
said. 

Not only did the community 
come together to celebrate, but 
it’s also to educate others on 
what this culture means to the 
Hispanic community. 

“We’re hoping that more 
people learn about each other’s 
culture, and this is one way to 
learn about the Hispanic cul-
ture that celebrates this cele-
bration,” Lopez said. “Hope-
fully, as you learn more about 
one another it just helps with 
understanding and working to-
gether a lot better in the com-
munity.”

A speaker uses a megaphone to address the peaceful protest's crowd. / Photo 
by Stephen Hunt.

A large band performs traditional songs across various instruments. / Photo by 
Grace Reyes.

World War II.
“We actually just finished 

building an education hangar 
on the other side of the airport, 
which we came to Dallas in or-
der to do. It’s an education han-
gar which will have after school 
programs, summer camps. It’ll 
have exhibits for people to see, 
and that’ll be opening on No-
vember 12.”

“What these aircraft repre-
sent is so much more than just 
an airplane,“ Block said.

“[World War II] was an air 
power war. The aircraft rep-
resent not only the freedom 
that we fought for during that 
time, but they also represent 
technology that was developed 
rapidly because we needed that 
engineering ingenuity. The ar-
senal of democracy was all the 
people that were building the 
aircraft and manufacturing the 
aircraft. So it’s much more than 
airplanes to us. They’re really 
iconic.

“Aviation technology 
changed dramatically from the 
beginning of the war to the end 
of the war. The early aircraft 
were, you know, biplane air-
craft, we have some of them 
here. They ended up using 
them as trainers for World War 

II, they weren’t combat aircraft 
in World War II, but then to-
wards the end of the war, you 
have aircraft like the B-29, we 
also have one of those here. 
And that had a pressurized 
cabin, and had what’s called 
the Norden bombsight, which 
was a rudimentary computer. 
At the time, there were no com-
puters. So the technology that 
was created during this time is 
pretty amazing.”

The Commemorative Air 
Force started in 1957 with just 
one aircraft, and now they 
boast a fleet of 176.

“We have some of the rarest 
aircraft,” Block said. “Some of 
them, only one or two of their 
kind are still flying, and when 
they were manufactured, there 
were thousands of them. To 
think that there’s only one or 
two left flying is pretty amaz-
ing.

“Along with preserving the 
aircraft, we’ve also spent de-
cades preserving the stories of 
the people who built them and 
flew them. So many veterans 
we’ve had attending shows like 
this for decades now. And we 
hear their story and they tell us 
about what it was to fly these 
aircraft and what their experi-
ence was, and we also talk to 
people who maintain the air-
craft and who built the aircraft. 
Each person comes with such a 
rich history.”

Warbirds bring history to life
By Michael Castello
Dallas—The Commemorative 
Air Force hosted Wings Over 
Dallas, its annual World War 
II airshow, on October 29-31 at 
Dallas Executive Airport.

“We have an amazing living 
history encampment area,” 
Leah Block, the vice president 
of marketing for the Commem-
orative Air Force, said. “We’ve 
got about 100 re-enactors that 
have built an airfield essential-
ly. They have tents and vehi-
cles. We have about 45 differ-
ent vintage military vehicles. 
We have tanks and trucks and 
jeeps and even bicycles that 
are out there and lots of peo-
ple dressed in uniform that are 
here to talk about them and 
talk about what life was like in 
the military encampments in 

/ Photo by Rodney Moore.


