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By Ariel Graham
Irving—Canine Companions 
received a $5,000 grant for 
Park Place Dealerships on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15.

Canine Companions has 
helped provide service dogs to 
adults, children and veterans 
with disabilities and facility 
dogs to professionals working 
in healthcare, criminal justice 
and educational settings since 
1975. 

“We found out a couple of 
days ago we were chosen for 
this,” Michelle Davison, exec-
utive director for Canine Com-
panions in Irving, said. “I think 
one of our volunteers applied 
for [the grant]. It’s a wonderful 
surprise for us to be selected 
for this.

“This has been a busy year 
for placing dogs. We’ve actual-
ly been able to place more dogs 

By Ariel Graham
Irving—The Irving Heritage 
Society and the Las Colinas 
Association unveiled a histor-
ical marker at the former site 
of Hackberry Creek Ranch on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15. 

“We are here to pay homage 
to the Carpenter family, who 
made a significant contribution 
to the growth and development 
in the city of Irving, especially 
the creation and development 
of Las Colinas,” Carol Huntley, 
president of the Irving Heritage 
Society, said. “Ben Carpenter 
was a visionary, an innovator, 
a dreamer, a philanthropist, a 
forward thinker, a master plan-
ner, and we thank him for his 
positive vision of Las Colinas.”

Danny Opitz, vice chairman 
of the Las Colinas Association, 
gave a brief history of the Car-
penter family.

“I was privileged to go to 
work for Mr. Carpenter in 
1980,” Optiz said. “I served 41 
years working in the Las Co-
linas developments. This is a 
very special day to me and to 
the thousands of employees 

By Stacey Doud
Irving—Williams Square in Las 
Colinas features the Mustangs 
of Las Colinas, a sculpture of 
nine majestic mustangs running 
through a river. The sculpture, 
which is the largest equestrian 
sculpture in the world, is getting 
a complete makeover. Designed 
by artist Robert “Rob” Glen, the 
sculpture is made of bronze, 
but the patina turned a green-
ish color over time because of 
oxidation.

The sculpture is an iconic 
symbol for Las Colinas and 
even the city of Irving. As part 
of a $7.8 million investment to 
renovate Williams Square, the 
horses are being restored and 
elevated. The project’s mission 
is to make the square more 
family-friendly. In the future, 
it will act as a gathering place 
for concerts and other outdoor 
events.

“Not too long ago, my good 
friend and engineer-in-charge 
of the installation of the hors-
es, who is with DCURD [Dallas 
CountyUtility and Reclama-
tion District] in Las Colinas, 
Jacky Knox, wrote asking what 

I thought [about] making the 
plaza a more people-friend-
ly place to be,” Glen said. “I 
readily agreed, and he asked if 
I would jot down an idea on a 
piece of paper. I did this in the 

form of a small painting with 
the buildings outlined and sent 
it to him. Later, he gave the 
painting to the company select-
ed to carry out the changes. The 
company’s artists then made a 

phenomenal design, which is 
now under construction. When 
complete, it will really be fan-
tastic, and I am honored that 

Mustangs of Las Colinas 
receive a makeover

Canine Companions gifted grant
than ever before, and we’re 
planning to continue that in 
2022. This is going to help us 
to be able to continue to place 
dogs with individuals with dis-
abilities here in Texas.”

“[Canine Companions] do 
such wonderful work in the 
area and have such a great or-

ganization in place to support 
people in need with canines,” 
Kara Connor, marketing man-
ager for Park Place, said. “The 
impact we saw to train each 
dog was almost $45,000. Each 
animal that goes to someone 
in need takes a lot of time and 
funds, so we were happy to 

support in any way we could.”
In addition to the funds, 

each dog also takes a consider-
able amount of training before 
they are placed with their new 
owners. Canine Companions 
dog trainer Devin Ortiz said 
some dogs may learn as many 
as 40 different commands to 
perform everyday tasks for 
their owners, such as turning 

Historical
marker unveiled

who were fortunate enough to 
work for the Carpenter family, 
and help build this dream, and 
bring it to fruition.

“In 1928 [the Carpenter fam-
ily] acquired the first piece of 
property for Hackberry Creek 
Ranch. It was approximately 
200 acres, and through time 
it grew to be approximately a 
1,500 acre ranch. By the time 
Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter, today 
that’s Ben and Betty were wed 
in 1948, they became cura-
tors and the caretakers for the 
Hackberry Creek Ranch. 

“Hackberry Creek Ranch 
was primarily a horse breed-
ing ranch. They did have cattle 
here, but most of the cattle op-
erations had been transferred 
to other ranches spread out 
throughout Texas. The Carpen-
ter family became concerned 
about the spreading growth of 
Dallas and Irving, and so with 
the help of his brother-in-law, 
Dan Williams, who is the hus-
band of Carolyn Williams, who 
was Ben [Carpenter’s] sister 

Coppell–Coppell residents 
should expect to see a slight 
increase in the refuse collection 
fee on their monthly utility bills. 
Beginning Jan. 1, trash and 
recycling fees will rise by three 
percent, per the city’s contract 
with Republic Services.

For residential customers, 
refuse rates will increase from 
$17.70 per month to $18.22 
per month, plus $1.50 in sales 

Coppell refuse 
rates to increase

tax and a $0.10 public educa-
tion fee. Utility account holders 
with the senior discount will 
see their rates increase from 
$15.91 per month to $16.40 
per month, plus $1.35 in sales 
tax and a $0.10 public educa-
tion fee. Commercial utility ac-
counts will also see their rates 
increase by three percent.

SOURCE City of Coppell

A worker begins the process of removing oxidation off of the last statue in Williams Square.  /Photo by John Starkey. 

A canine companion practices turning the lights on.  /Photo by Ariel Graham.

Remembering history, Jan Hart and Kevin Kendro admire Irving's newest 
historical marker.  /Photo by Ariel Graham. 
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By Arden Terry
Grand Prairie—Grand Prairie 
ISD’s John A Dubiski Career 
High School partners with the 
HOLT CAT company to pro-
vide some students with a paid 
internship program.

“As a community, we are 
compelled to create a positive 
environment that supports and 
provides resources to those 
who want to join the skilled la-
bor force,” Peter J. Holt, CEO 
and general manager of HOLT 
CAT, said. “Career and techni-
cal education (CTE) programs 
expose students to the trades 
and the multitude of career 
opportunities available across 
industries. HOLT is a proud 
partner of several high schools 
and trade schools throughout 
Texas. 

“Businesses and the com-
munity benefit from CTE pro-
grams by bridging the skills 
gap, filling the needs of the 
local labor market, improv-
ing the economic mobility of 
the emerging workforce and 
strengthening the competitive-
ness of the regional economy.”

“We have seen these types of 
programs work in other loca-
tions, and we wanted to offer 
that same opportunity to stu-
dents at Dubiski,” Beki Hutchi-
son, senior vice president for 
human resources at HOLT 
CAT, said. “HOLT formed a 
partnership with John A. Du-
biski Career High School in 
Grand Prairie in 2012. Since 
the inception of the program, 
many of our interns have suc-
cessfully transitioned into a 
full-time career with HOLT. 

“Junior and senior high 
school students are offered 
paid internships and world-
class training by pairing them 
with seasoned technicians 
to learn about repairing and 
maintaining heavy equipment 
and engines. The interns grad-
uate from Dubiski with the 
basic skills in the heavy equip-
ment industry required to join 
the workforce as entry-level 
technicians.

“We offer our interns a va-
riety of opportunities. The 
program is designed to pro-
vide technical skills and career 

Coppell—Coppell drivers 
should resolve to avoid S. Belt 
Line Road after the new year. 
Crews are expected to divert 
traffic to one lane in each direc-
tion beginning in late January. 

The S. Belt Line reconstruc-
tion project, which runs from 
Southwestern to IH-635, in-
cludes pavement replacement, 
intersection improvements 

development for high school 
students and beyond. Students 
come in to these programs to 
learn about safety, service, Cat 
quality, parts and preventative 
maintenance from the ground 
up. 

“In San Antonio and Irving, 
HOLT’s program also includes 
other internship opportuni-
ties in marketing, finance, 
and information technology,” 
Hutchison said. “All interns in 
the program are paid as part-
time HOLT employees.

“Our goal is to continuously 
grow the program by partner-
ing with additional schools 
and increasing the number of 
students participating. Tech-
nical education and training is 
fundamental to HOLT’s future 
success and the success of our 
workforce. We will continue to 
invest in the development of 
our employees, education and 
workforce programs because 
we recognize the need for top 
talent.”

As a student, Ethan Watter-
son, was involved in the intern-
ship program, which started 
in the fall of 2016 and lasted 
about nine months.

“I originally went into what’s 
the parks department [in 
Grand Prairie],” Watterson 
said. “I was like a warehouse 
clerk. During the winter, I 
would go into the IT depart-
ment and help them fix some of 
the physical problems they had 
with the laptops and things.

“The program was one of 
the main ones they had back 
at my high school, Dubiski Ca-
reer High School,” Watterson 
said. “It was one of the real big 
advertised ones. I think [the 
program] normally would pull 
in like fifteen to twenty kids a 
year to be interns throughout 
the whole facility in Irving.

“Working within the ware-
house allowed me to really pick 
my schedule. I was able to go to 
school in the afternoon pretty 
reliably. Even if I needed to take 
a day off for classes that were 
only available in the morning, 
they were totally okay with it. 
It definitely allowed me to have 
a healthy work and school bal-
ance.”

School/business 
partnership 
helps students

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Irving Schools Founda-
tion’s Guitars and Stars benefit 
concert offered an evening of 
great country music, and food 
hosted at the Toyota Music 
Factory on Sunday, Dec. 12. 
The event also presented an 
opportunity to celebrate the 
contributions of teachers and 
staff members in Irving ISD.

“All of our teachers are com-
ing for free tonight, all of our 
campus employees,” Crys-
tal Scanio, CEO of the Irving 
Schools Foundation (ISF), 
said. “This is an opportunity 
for us to say ‘Come have a good 
time, enjoy some good food 
and drink, and get away from 
the hecticness of their lives.’

“The Guitars and Stars event 
is a celebration of our teach-
ers and the years they’ve been 
through with COVID and ev-
erything they’ve been dealing 
with. Tonight’s a celebration.”

Before the evening of music 
officially began, Scanio sur-
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and is who Lake Carolyn is 
named after, they started ac-
quiring more land. The ranch 
grew to 6,000 acres. 

“In 1962, we were able to 
christen the Las Colinas Coun-
try Club as the start of the Las 
Colinas development. He also 
started building in the south-
ern part of this area along 
Northgate, so Northgate Plaza 
became a reality,” Optiz said. 
“During these times, he also 
dedicated property to the Cath-
olic Diocese of Dallas, where 
the University of Dallas now 
sits. As time expanded, he do-
nated property for Baylor Scott 
and White and the Irving Arts 
District.

“Mr. Carpenter had a vision 
to make a master plan develop-
ment that no one had ever seen 
before. Through the help of his 
brother in law, and other fami-
ly members, and a tremendous 
design staff, he started putting 
together the pieces. First he 
developed University Hills and 
that was our first residential 
development here. 

“He also started Lake Caro-
lyn, [which] became the cen-
terpiece of the Las Colinas 
Urban Center. It was during 
these times, we went through 
the typical ups and downs of 
the real estate business. A lot 
of people told Mr. Carpenter, 
‘This will never succeed. You 
can’t do it.’ But he never gave 
up. He spent whatever money 
it took to make it the best. 

“We are so fortunate to have 
this. In Las Colinas, we’re sit-
ting here at 12,000 acres. We 
added all the property up north 
of Royal Lane,” Optiz said. 

“We added the Kinwest de-
velopment. We currently have 
approximately 55,000 people 
living in Las Colinas, and we 
have 135,000 working in Las 
Colinas. That represents since 
the year 2000 a 100 percent 
growth in population, and a 50 
percent growth of businesses 
and employees. 

“We’re very fortunate and 
pleased with the work that 
Hammond and Tim, as my 
leaders with the Las Colinas 
Association now, and the vi-
sion they have of carrying for-
ward with things that we’re go-
ing to do to make Las Colinas 
even more special and to bring 
more people here to enjoy what 
we have.”

“Pioneer is proud to call Ir-
ving home,” Scott Nix, senior 
director for Pioneer Natural 
Resources, said. “This has been 
our home since the company 
founding in 1997. A few years 
back, when we began discuss-
ing options for building a new 

building, there was no question 
it would be located in Irving. 
We looked at a number of 
available sites, and of course, 
none compared to this proper-
ty from a natural beauty, value 
in history, amenities access. 
Once we found the property, 
we heard the story, and it was 
the choice for us going forward.

“Our building is located on 
the site of the original Carpen-
ter family home, which is one 
of the highest points in Irving. 
The views are spectacular, es-
pecially from the higher floors. 

“We wanted to leverage the 
natural beauty of the property 
and incorporate as much of the 
native landscaping and design 
as possible. We’re honored to 
be permitted to work with this 
property and share the history 
of the Carpenter family.”

“Back in the early 90s, when 
I was first appointed to the 
Planning and Zoning, Mr. Da-
vid Brune was our contact,” 
Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer said. 
“David took the time for me 
and Mr. Carpenter to spend a 
couple hours together to talk 
about the ranch. [Mr. Carpen-
ter] was concerned about the 
future of the Las Colinas Asso-
ciation and how would it con-
tinue his vision and his dream. 

“He was a very interesting 

man. I was much taken aback 
by his ability to bring things out 
and talk about them, such as 
the design of a bridge, because 
it was something he had seen 
in his travels and had done a 
sketch of. He would say, ‘This 
is why we did this and this is 
why we did that.’ The thing 
I’m most impressed with more 
than anything was his vision.

“He told me more than once 
in order for this to be success-
ful, you got to have a good uni-
versity. Today, we have the Uni-
versity of Dallas. He also talked 
about how important was to 
have a great hospital. The other 
thing was the arts. He felt if you 
were going to bring people in, 
they needed to be able to have 
some culture. We have the 
Arts Center. Those are things 
we have for the whole city to 
use. They weren’t specifically 
designed for Las Colinas; they 
are something that brings the 
city to a whole different level of 
what a city should be. 

“I look at what he was able to 
do in his vision of the amenities 
we needed to make a city great, 
as well as how to utilize the 
land to the best benefit, how 
to reuse your water. He was a 
true visionary in that respect,” 
he said.

prised Diana Pfaff, chair of the 
ISF Legacy Gala, with a Legacy 
Award for her years of service.

“Because of COVID, we 
scrambled a little bit trying to 
find a band, and we got a phone 
call from one of our donors 
who said, ‘I know you all are 
trying to find a band, maybe 
my son would be interested,’” 
Scanio said. “We asked who’s 
your son? They said have you 
heard of the Eli Young Band? 
We were just blown away that 
they would think of little Irving 
Schools Foundation to come 
play. Opening act is Proph-
ets and Outlaws, an awesome 
band. Both bands are great to 
work with good people, who 
know it’s for a great cause to 
raise money for our kids.

“Our Irving ISD employees 
have gone above and beyond 
this year with the challenge of 
COVID. The challenge of our 
students needing more than 
they have ever needed before 
from a social/emotional stand-

point, dealing with different 
ways of learning. We want to-
night to be a celebration of our 
Irving ISD employees.

“It’s been a really strange 
time for us. It’s been difficult to 
find funds for things we know 

we need. Most of our loyal do-
nors put a stop to some of their 
giving, because they were try-
ing to figure things out too. I’m 
grateful we had so many great 
donors who stepped up.”

Guitars and Stars celebrate teachers

S. Belt Line Road lane closures to begin in January
and more to get this old road 
back into tip top shape. It is es-
timated that construction will 
be complete in early 2023.

Construction began in Oc-
tober 2021. Beginning in late 
January 2022, the northbound 
lanes (east side) will be closed. 
All traffic will be diverted to the 
southbound lanes (west side), 
allowing for one lane of traffic 

flow in each direction, plus a 
center lane at intersections for 
turning traffic. 

Then, once work on these 
lanes is complete, traffic will 
be diverted to the northbound 
lanes, allowing for one lane 
of traffic flow in each direc-
tion, plus a center lane at in-
tersections for turning traffic. 
The southbound lanes will be 

closed.
Residents and businesses 

are encouraged to seek alter-
native routes and avoid the 
construction zone. Travelers 
on the western side of the city 
should use IH-635/S. Royal 
or IH-635/Freeport Parkway. 
Travelers on the eastern side of 
the city should use MacArthur 
Blvd. 

To help residents, business-
es, and commuters avoid the 
traffic, the city of Coppell has 
partnered with Texas A&M 
Transportation Institute to 
communicate real-time travel 
information to an easy-to-fol-
low Twitter account. Travel 
time information is automati-
cally populated, and important 
updates will be communicated 
through this account. Simply 
follow along twitter.com/cop-
pellbeltline to stay up to date. 

Additionally, road signage 
and other official channels are 
being used to communicate 
updates. Sign up to receive 
email or text message updates 
regarding the Belt Line recon-
struction project at coppelltx.
gov/notifyme.

Project Background and 
Scope

A design contract for the 
reconstruction of S. Belt Line 

Road was awarded to Halff 
Associates, Inc. in the Spring 
of 2019, and the Coppell City 
Council approved a contract 
with McMahon Contracting for 
the project in August 2021. 

The approximate $18.6 mil-
lion project is funded through 
bond proceeds and includes 
the following elements:

Replacement of all existing 
pavement 

Intersection enhancements 
to improve mobility and safety

Sidewalks, streetlights and 
landscaping

Strategic replacement/reha-
bilitation of the existing storm 
sewer system 

Signal work as needed to 
accommodate intersection 
changes and/or traffic control

Replace portions of the wa-
ter and sanitary sewer as well 
as rehabilitating manholes.

SOURCE City of Coppell

A musican performs during Gitars and Stars. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 

City and business leaders gather to dedicate historical marker at former site of Hackberry Creek Ranch. /Photo by Ariel 
Graham. 
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Notice to Creditors

By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA) estimates 
46 percent of car and booster 
seats for children ages 1 to 13 
are installed incorrectly. How-
ever, the Grand Prairie Police 
Department is doing its part to 
lower those numbers through 

its car seat installation program. 
In December 2017, Officer 

Edgar Molina, who is entering 
his fifth year as a member of 
the Grand Prairie Police De-
partment, started the program 
after working in a similar pro-
gram during his eight years 
with the Dallas Police Depart-
ment.

“They wanted me to go to 
this class,” Molina said. “It was 
a week’s worth of training. 

“These were instructors 
from hospitals, Texas DPS 
troopers and nurses who have 
been doing this for years, really 
great instructors. There were 
nurses, firefighters, police offi-
cers [taking the class].”

After coming to Grand Prai-
rie, Molina noticed there was 
no car seat program in place, 
so he proposed starting one to 
his superiors.

Nearly five years later, Mo-
lina, along with members of 
the Traffic Division, are avail-
able to meet with parents from 
around DFW, help them pick 
out an appropriate seat(s) for 
their children and install them 
properly. 

As a parent, Molina admits 
educating himself about car 
seats made him realize how 
little he knew before becoming 
involved with this program.

“When I did my installa-
tions, I followed the manual’s 
instructions, but I didn’t know 
[car seats] have an expiration 
date,” Molina said. “I thought 
you could just use them until 
they break or something. I also 
didn’t know about registering 
them. Whenever you purchase 
a car seat, it comes with two 
things-a manual and a regis-
tration card.”

Molina recommends parents 

look on the bottom of any car 
seats they purchase for perti-
nent information like model 
number, date of manufacture, 
and in some cases an expira-
tion date. 

However, in the event there 
is no expiration date listed on 
the seat, Molina recommends 
using a car seat’s a manufac-
ture date plus six years as an 
expiration date. 

“All the padding and cush-
ioning tends to wear out after 
so many years,” Molina said. 
“I compare it to tires on a vehi-
cle. It’s the same concept. After 
so many miles, your tires are 
going to wear out, and you’re 

going to have to swap them out 
eventually.

“Could you still drive on 
them? Sure, but should you? 
Probably not. Having more 
tread helps with your stop-
ping distance in rain or things 
like that. That cushioning and 
padding is supposed to be pro-
tecting the child. It shrinks; it 
shrivels; it just wears out. Some 
might last eight years, but I al-
ways say six because that is the 
best time to [replace them].”

Molina is also an advocate 
of parents submitting registra-
tion cards for their car seats. 

Submitting a registration 
card, which can be done by 

Police department’s car seat program saves lives
mail, online or by phone, lets 
the manufacturer inform par-
ents of any safety issues with 
the seat. Some manufacturers 
send safety tips and other ben-
eficial information to parents.

Police Chief Daniel Scesney 
is one of the program’s biggest 
advocates.

“The proper use of child 
safety seats is critical for keep-
ing children safe during a 
collision,” Scesney said. “Our 
certified officers stand ready 
to install safety seats for any 
parent to ensure their child re-
mains safe.”

At times, officers have pur-
chased car seats for families 
who needed them. 

“There are programs that 
can assist with getting you a 
new [car seat],” Molina said. 
“We are looking at getting 
funded through donations to 
get car seats for those who 
might need them.” 

Parents interested in the 
program can learn more by vis-
iting the Grand Prairie Police 
Department website, where 
parents can see a video in En-
glish and Spanish of Molina 
giving a brief presentation on 
car seats.

The site also provides par-
ents a form to contact Molina 
or another member of the pro-
gram to set up a meeting and 
installation. 

Austin—Attorney General 
Ken Paxton filed a preliminary 
injunction against the Biden 
Administration to stop the 
implementation of the vaccine 
mandate for all staff and vol-
unteers of the Head Start pro-
gram. 

The filing also seeks to 
enjoin the new mask man-
date for all children who at-
tend the program, of two years 
of age and older, and any in-
dividual in a Head Start fa-
cility, such as parents picking 
up or dropping off their chil-
dren. This marks the fourth 
challenge to Biden Adminis-
tration vaccine mandates filed 
by the Texas Attorney Gener-

Austin—Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton secured 
a preliminary injunction for 
the State of Texas, stopping 
the Biden Administration from 
imposing vaccine mandates 
on the employees of Med-
icaid and Medicare provid-
ers and suppliers. 

“This is a win for liberty. The 

Mandates for 
some halted

federal government does not 
have the ability to make health 
decisions for hard-working 
Americans,” Paxton said. 
“These unconstitutional man-
dates have no place in our 
country, and they are not wel-
comed here in Texas.” 

SOURCE Office of Texas Attorney 
General

Preliminary 
mask mandate 
injunction filed

al. To date, federal courts have 
stopped all three federal vac-
cine mandates after Attorney 
General Paxton and other at-
torneys general challenged the 
mandates. 

“I will not allow Texans to 
be coerced into getting a vac-
cine, because the federal gov-
ernment is giving them an 
ultimatum to choose between 
their health or their child’s pre-
school education,” Paxton said. 
“The freedom and liberty of all 
Americans is at stake now, and 
I will never stop fighting for 
what is right.”  

SOURCE Office of Texas Attorney 
General

online streaming: facebook.con/OVBCIrving
Join us on campus or online

Classic Worship
Modern Worship
Spanish Worship

9:30 a.m
11:00 a.m.
12:30 a.m.

Officer Edgar Molina is ready to meet with families to ensure their children 
remain safe in car seats. /Photo by Stephen Hunt.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the ES-
TATE OF EUGENE DONALD SONDAG, Deceased were issued on the 
20thday of December 2021 under Cause Number No. PR-21-01832-3.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the Estate ad-
dressed as follows:

Representative, LINDA JEAN SONDAG
Estate of EUGENE DONALD SONDAG, Deceased
Craig Laird
Attorney at Law
2629 East Grauwyler Road
Irving, Texas 75061

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to present them within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

Austin—Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar announced the Texas 
College Savings Plan (Plan), 
the state’s direct-sold college 
savings plan, is lowering fees 
and enhancing its investment 
lineup. These changes were 
effective Dec. 13:

The current Blended and In-
dex Age-based Portfolios will 
be streamlined into a single set 

Governor Greg Abbott an-
nounced that his Public Safety 
Office (PSO) will award an ad-
ditional $38.4 million for law 
enforcement, jail operations, 
and court administration activ-
ities in direct support of Opera-
tion Lone Star (OLS). The Gov-
ernor’s PSO has awarded $74.8 
million in OLS funds to cities 
and counties in proximity to 
the Texas-Mexico border since 
the operation was launched in 
March 2021. 

“From deterring illegal im-
migration, to preventing the 
smuggling of drugs and weap-
ons, to curtailing human traf-
ficking, the deployment of re-
sources and personnel needed 
to arrest and jail criminals 
along the border is imperative 
to our comprehensive border 
security strategy under Oper-
ation Lone Star,” Abbott said. 
“This additional funding will 
strengthen our response to 
the border crisis and ensure 
our law enforcement and local 
partners have the resources 
they need to keep our commu-
nities safe in the federal gov-
ernment’s absence.”

This additional funding in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the 
following: 

$19.5 million for specialized 
law enforcement equipment/

Texas College Savings
Plan changes

of Age-based Portfolios;
The Age-based Option will 

be expanded from six to 10 
Age-based Portfolios to pro-
vide a smoother investment 
glide path;

The Static and Individual 
Fund Portfolios will be reor-
ganized as Risk-based and In-
dividual Asset Class Portfolios; 
and

New portfolios will be added 
within the Risk-based and In-
dividual Asset Class Portfolios 
to offer more variety with the 
investment lineup.

The Plan also is reducing the 
program management fee and 
state administrative fee and us-
ing investments with lower es-
timated underlying investment 
expenses, resulting in signifi-
cantly lower estimated total 
plan fees.

Please refer to the Tran-
sition Guide and updated 
Plan Description and Savings 
Trust Agreement on our web-
site at TexasCollegeSavings.
com for more detailed infor-
mation about the changes.

The Plan has $757 million 

in total assets, with an average 
account size of approximately 
$20,227 (as of Sept. 30, 2021).

The Texas College Savings 
Plan is administered by the 
Texas Prepaid Higher Educa-
tion Tuition Board with assis-
tance from the Comptroller’s 
office.

Texas College Savings Plan 
account withdrawals, including 
any earnings, are not subject to 
federal income tax if used for 
qualified education expenses. 

For more information on 
the Plan, including investment 
options, fees and opening an 
account, call 844-445-4733, 
Option #3 or visit TexasCol-
legeSavings.com.

SOURCE Office of Texas Comptroller

Texas provides additional funding 
for Operation Lone Star

supplies such as patrol ve-
hicles, interoperable radios, 
surveillance equipment, bul-
letproof vests, thermal/night 
vision technology, as well as 
search and rescue equipment.

$16 million for additional 
overtime, contract, and sal-
aried peace officers, jailers, 
prosecutors, indigent defense 
counsel, and administrative 
court staff.

$1.9 million for construction 
of regional emergency commu-
nication/radio towers, as well 
as additional capacity in county 
jail facilities.

$800 thousand for travel 
costs associated with non-bor-
der counties providing law en-
forcement assistance to border 
disaster-declared counties, as 
well as specialized training for 
law enforcement and prosecu-
tion personnel.

The latest round of OLS 
funding joins a list of substan-
tial investments that Gover-
nor Abbott’s PSO has directed 
toward Operation Lone Star, 
which includes:

Border Prosecution: 31 
awards totaling $22.3 million 
for projects that prosecute bor-
der crimes and provide pros-
ecution resources for District 
and County Attorneys along 
the Texas-Mexico border and 

for counties that are signifi-
cantly affected by border crime.  

Operation Lone Star Front-
line (Border Adjacent) Coun-
ties: 12 awards totaling $14 
million to enhance interagen-
cy border security operations 
supporting OLS, including the 
facilitation of directed actions 
to deter and interdict criminal 
activity, as well as detain and 
prosecute individuals arrested 
for state crimes related to the 
border crisis. This initial round 
of funding is directed to border 
adjacent counties that have is-
sued local disaster declarations 
due to the imminent threat of 
disaster concerning border se-
curity.

Texas Border Sheriff Coa-
lition: 1 award totaling $100 
thousand to provide training, 
technical assistance, and coor-
dination of multi-jurisdictional 
planning activities to border 
sheriffs in support of Operation 
Lone Star.

Governor Abbott has tak-
en significant action to secure 
the border in the wake of the 
federal government’s inaction. 
Those actions include:

Signing laws that provide 
$3 billion in funding for Texas’ 
border security efforts.

Launching Operation Lone 
Star and deploying thousands 
of National Guard soldiers and 
Department of Public Safety 
troopers.

Creating a system to arrest 
and jail illegal migrants tres-
passing or committing other 
state crimes in Texas.

Signing a budget authoriza-
tion to build the border wall in 

Texas.
Signing a law to make it 

easier to prosecute smugglers 
bringing people into Texas.

Signing 9 laws cracking 
down on human trafficking in 
Texas.

Signing a law enhancing 
penalties for the manufactur-
ing and distribution of fentan-
yl.

Issuing a disaster declara-
tion for the border crisis.

Issuing an executive order 
preventing non-governmental 
entities from transporting ille-
gal immigrants.

Taking legal action to en-
force the Remain in Mexico 
and Title 42 policies in Texas.

Building the Texas border 
wall to combat illegal immigra-
tion and stop the smuggling of 
drugs and people.

SOURCE Office of Texas Governor
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Freelancers Wanted
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. A cockatoo named 

Fred
2. “Spider-Man”
3. Bulgaria
4. Saturday (Saturn’s 

Day)
5. November
6. Georgia
7. Sept. 1, 1939
8. Making holes in the 

skull to relieve pressure
9. 32
10. Cerebrum

VA Expands 
Video Health 
Care Access
Afraid to go into a doctor’s 

office right now because of 
COVID? You’re not the only 
one. Or maybe the nearest fa-
cility is far away, or transporta-
tion is a problem. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs knows 

Keeping Busy 
This Winter

Winter is fast approaching, 
but at least we’re no longer 
getting those constant elec-
tion phone calls, and the end-
less calls about signing up for 
a Medicare Advantage Plan 
have ceased. The one thing 
that hasn’t gone away is the 
coronavirus, and our lives are 
nowhere back to normal. After 
we’ve baked yet another loaf of 

pandemic bread and can log on 
to a Zoom neighborhood chat 
with our eyes closed, it’s time 
to look for other things to do.

Here are some of the things 
I’m checking into to stay busy 
(and indoors) this winter:

-- Becoming a remote read-
ing tutor for a child. This would 
be done via the school’s chat 
program, so there’s no risk of 
transmission of the virus. A 
school aide will send me links 
to copied pages of books that 
my assigned child is learning to 
read, and we’ll hook up while 
he or she is at school. 

-- Growing plants with grow 
lights. I’ve arranged shelving 
in a spare room with space for 
plenty of plants, both house-
plants and herbs. The plan is to 
have a mixture of small house-
plants such as pothos and spi-
der plant, and give them as 
gifts to neighbors once they 
are big enough to divide. With 
fingers crossed, I’m also going 
to try growing English ivy and 
asparagus fern from seed.

-- Experimenting with pot-
tery. I’ve been curious about 
air-dry pottery, so I’ve ordered 
10 pounds of white modeling 
clay and a smaller package of 
terra cotta. The reviews say it’s 
good for sculpting and doesn’t 
require a kiln or baking in the 
oven. If it works, I’m thinking 
of creating jewelry and paint-

* Looking for a great cause 
for gifting this year? Go to 
www.charitynavigator.org to 
find out more about how your 
prospective charities rank in 
areas like CEO pay, money 
spent on fundraising, etc.

* Need a quick batch of cook-
ies? Keep a box of cake mix on 
hand. Instead of the listed in-
gredients, add two eggs and a 
half-cup of oil to the mix. Mix 
and shape, then bake at 350 F 
for 10 minutes. They are really 
good, and you can get pretty 
creative.

* Inexpensive gift idea: A 
cute holiday coffee mug with a 
bar of chocolate, a packet of hot 
cocoa or instant coffee, a pep-
permint stick and a decorative 
holiday craft pick. Place inside 
a gallon-size zipper-top bag, 
tie with a ribbon, then trim off 
the zipper-top, leaving just the 
plastic. Looks nice.

* When holiday cookie time 
comes, I keep a plastic pitcher 
of hot water in the sink. I toss 
cookie cutters into it when I’m 
finished with them, so the cor-

ners are soaking. They really 
seem to only need a rinse and 
a quick brush-off afterward. 
Mine don’t get caked up with 
dough. -Ð JoAnn

* Dogs and chocolate just 
don’t mix, so keep those hol-
iday plates full of delicious 
chocolate morsels up and out 
of the reach of pets.

* Use last year’s Christmas 
cards as gift tags on this year’s 
gifts: Just cut out great-looking 
images and write your own to 
and from on the back.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

this and is stepping up efforts 
to keep us connected to our 
health care team.

The VA has reopened five 
telehealth access points after 
being closed down since April 
due to the COVID outbreak. 
The Accessing Telehealth 
through Local Area Stations 
sites are part of a program to 
bring health care to veterans 
in rural areas or places with-
out good internet access, the 
Anywhere to Anywhere initia-
tive. ATLAS offers services that 
don’t require hands-on exams: 
social work, nutrition, clini-
cal pharmacy, primary care, 
mental-health counseling and 
more. 

The locations now reopened 
are at Walmarts in Keokuk, 
Iowa; Howell, Michigan; Ashe-
boro, North Carolina; Boone, 
North Carolina and Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin. In addition 
to Walmarts, the VA has col-
laborated with Philips North 
America (think: small appli-
ances such as razors and soup 
makers), the American Legion 

ing them with acrylics or trying 
to produce miniatures of fa-
mous sculptures from museum 
websites. (Rodin’s “The Think-
er” seems appropriate right 
about now.)

These projects should keep 
me busy over the winter. How 
about you?

and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
What these locations offer is a 
private room and encrypted 
video broadband connection 
access for meeting with VA 
providers, two very valuable 
services. The VA had over 
294,000 video appointments 
last year.

When you go to an appoint-
ment at one of those locations, 
an attendant will check you in 
and help solve any video tech-
nical issues, and then leave. 
They’re not VA employees, 
but they are trained to get you 
hooked up.

To learn more about ATLAS 
and see the full list of locations, 
go online to VA’s Office of Con-
nected Care at connectedcare.
va.gov/partners/atlas. You’ll 
find the town and state, ad-
dress, telephone, hours of ap-
pointments and the associated 
medical center. There’s also a 
list of future locations.

If you’re not able to stay at 
home for a health care video 
conference, these ATLAS sites 
are the next best thing.
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* Adult mayflies have no 
functional mouth. Because of 
this, they die of malnutrition. 
This is an evolutionary occur-

1. TELEVISION: What kind 
of pet did Robert Blake have on 

the 1970s series “Baretta”?
2. MOVIES: Which 2002 

movie tagline was, “With great 
power comes great responsibil-
ity”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
Balkan nation’s capital is So-
phia?

4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What day of the week 
did the ancient Romans refer 
to as “dies Saturni”? 

5. LANGUAGE: What is the 
word that stands for “N” in the 
NATO phonetic alphabet?

6. U.S. STATES: Which state 
features a body of water named 
Lake Lanier?

7. HISTORY: When did 
World War II begin?

8. MEDICINE: What is tre-
panning?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How 
many days did William Henry 
Harrison serve as president of 
the United States?

10. ANATOMY: What is 
the largest part of the human 
brain?

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

rence that happens so aging 
mayflies don’t pass on genetic 
defects to the next generation.

* Steven Spielberg, who 
executive-produced the film 
“Gremlins,” requested the ef-
fects team make Gizmo’s fur 
orange and white to match his 
beagle, Chauncey.

* If you do a Google search 
on the word “askew,” the re-
sulting content will tilt slightly 
to the right.

* St. Lucia is the only coun-
try in the world named after a 
woman. Originally called the 
Island of the Iguanas by early 
Carib settlers, the name was 
later changed after French sea-
men were shipwrecked there 
on Dec. 13, the feast day of St. 
Lucy.

* The color of Facebook is 
blue because Mark Zuckerberg 
is red-green colorblind.

* Ever noticed how some 
mass-produced ballpoint pens, 
such as the Bic Cristal, have 
a hole in the cap? No? Well, 
in case you someday do, now 
you’ll know why -- it’s not just 
to prevent leaks, but choking as 
well. Lots of folks like to chew 
on pen lids, and in the event 
they accidentally swallow the 
cap, the hole ensures it won’t 
completely block their airway.

* After an 8.0 magnitude 
earthquake hit Mexico City in 
1985, nearly all newborn ba-
bies survived a collapsed hos-
pital for seven days without 
nourishment, water, warmth 
or human contact.

* Major League Baseball um-
pires are required to wear black 
underwear while on the job in 
case they split their pants.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

CANINE
Continued from Page 1

on lights, opening and closing 
doors, cupboards and drawers, 
and retrieving dropped pills or 
keys.

“Sometimes [the dogs learn] 
a little bit more depending on 
what category they’re in,” Ortiz 
said. “Some of them are taught 
the basic obedience stuff. In 
professional training, we work 
on some of the more advanced 
skills.

“The main working ones are 
pushing the drawers, because 
those can also translate to 
those automatic door buttons 
that are in public. The retrieve 
[command] can be generalized 
for a variety of different things. 
We have some dogs who have 
a vest that has a harness on it, 
and they can propel clients in a 
manual wheelchair. They have 
all that foundational work with 
their puppy raisers, and we are 
a little bit more profession-

al training, but they are also 
learning skills that are helping 
them be confident and happy.”

Canine Companions is one 
of 24 North Texas non-prof-
its to receive a grant during 
Park Place’s inaugural “sea-
son of giving” campaign. Park 
Place Cares, the company’s 
philanthropic arm, donated 
$100,000 to selected organiza-
tions this holiday season.

“We had an overwhelm-
ing response,” Connor said. 
“We had over 350 applicants, 
and we had a committee that 
ranked all of our applicants. 
From there, we went to se-
lect our top 24. Those are all 
around DFW area. They sup-
port all of our pillars, which are 
children’s advocacy, medical 
research, education and the 
arts. It’s a wonderful initiative, 
and we’re really happy that it 
was so successful, and we were 

able to award grants to deserv-
ing organizations throughout 
DFW.

“These funds will go direct-
ly to a dog to be trained and 
given to someone in need. We 
had some organizations that 
provided some really neat op-
portunities like being able to 
provide items for a teen room 
at a homeless center.

“Overall, our marketing 
team thought we might get 50 
to 75 applicants. Those were 
the expectations going into 
this. When we hit over 350 
with the final number, we were 
so pleased. The response we’ve 
received has been amazing. 
The appreciativeness of all of 
our groups we’ve given funds to 
has been really neat, especially 
at the end of a tough year. It’s 
been an amazing experience,” 
he said.

After coming across a post 
online for the Irving Police and 
Fire Department’s annual Blue 
Christmas toy drive, Travis 
Middle School physical edu-
cation teacher Amber Farrar 
decided this would be a great 
way to get students involved to 
help. 

“We have an organization 
on campus called Fuel Up to 
Play 60, where we participate 
in community service projects, 
and I felt this would be a great 
one for the holidays,” Farrar 
said. 

Students from the Fuel Up to 

Irving—Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) recently conducted a card 
and letter writing campaign to 
bring some holiday cheer to 
local nursing home residents. 
What started as an idea from 
Irving Girl Scouts, grew into a 
project that involved 170 com-

Keep Irving Beautiful 
hosts card project

munity members writing a total 
of 535 holiday cards. 

Some of the cards were 
handmade, many had person-
al notes included, and they all 
expressed wishes for a happy 
holiday season. KIB would 
like to thank Irving Girl Scout 

Troops 6458, 1810 and 5252; 
Irving Elite Cheerleaders and 
athletes, city of Irving’s Code 
Enforcement Department, Ir-
ving ISD Lively Elementary art 
classes, Helping Around Town 
Ministry, KIB Board and staff, 
Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer and 
wife Melanie; who contributed 
to the project. Several individ-
uals, some of whom had never 
volunteered with KIB before, 
saw social media posts and 
were inspired to donate cards 
to the KIB office.

“KIB is so thankful for the 
outpouring of support by 
community members for this 
project,” KIB Board member 
Margie Stipes said. “We start-
ed with a goal of 140 cards, 
and our volunteers more 
than tripled that number. We 
were happy to deliver these to 
nursing home residents and 
hopefully bring smiles to a lot 
of faces. The response to this 
project was so encouraging 
that we plan to have a similar 
card writing campaign for Val-
entine’s Day in 2022.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful 

Travis Middle School
donates toys for families

Play 60 organization partnered 
with the student council and 
athletics for this cause, which 
received approximately 250 
donations for local families in 
need.

“It makes me happy to know 
that there are kids who will re-
ceive something for Christmas 
because of our donations,” 
Linda Sosa, a Travis Middle 
School sixth grader, said. 

Not only are students getting 
the opportunity to help others 
this season, but they have been 
inspired to take on projects like 
this beyond the holidays.  

“Now I want to do more 
community service projects, 
because I feel that it’s making 
me a better person,” Alondra 
Garcia, sixth grader at Travis 
Middle School, said.

Blue Christmas is one of 
many projects the Fuel Up to 
Play 60 students participate in. 
Through the school year, they 
are also advocates for physical 
activity and healthy eating.

“We really help and give back 
to our community,” Gabriella 
McMurphy, sixth grader, said.

SOURCE Irving ISD

New coats to protect families from cold
By Grace Reyes 
Grand Prairie—Grand Prairie’s 
Parks, Arts and Recreation 
Department hosted a winter 
coat giveaway at the Dalworth 
Recreation Center on Saturday, 
Dec. 18.

As memories of last year’s 
winter storm still haunt resi-
dents, members of the Parks, 
Arts and Recreation Depart-
ment wanted to provide coats 
for those who need them. 

“With Snovid-19 or Snow-
mageddon, we want to make 
sure people have something 
to keep their kids warm if we 
have to deal with that winter 
weather again,” Parks, Arts and 
Recreation supervisor Monte 
Whetstone said. 

The department has always 
done the toy giveaway, but 
this is the first time they added 

coats. 
“It was a lot worse than some 

people thought,” Whetstone 
said. “There are places like 
Conroe, Texas, where a family 
lost a child during that time.”

People needed to pre-regis-
ter to receive a coat or toy. 

“For everyone who regis-
tered, we have jackets and 
toys,” Whetstone said. “When 
you have a smaller, limited 
inventory, it can be hard to 

service everybody. It’s always 
good to have a pre-registration 
in place. 

“One of our volunteers, Mrs. 
Mary, donated some jackets. 
We did have to sponsor some 
more coats [after registration 
ended].” 

“I brought in some coats, 
some used, but I had them 
dry cleaned,” volunteer Mary 
Delagarza said. “Then I went 

and bought some. [I’m excited 
for] the ability to give to people. 
I hope this becomes an annual 
event.”

About 80 families with 100 
kids were expected to partici-
pate in the event. 

“You have to keep in mind 
that people are doing things all 
over the city,” Whetstone said. 
“Some are bigger, and some ar-
en’t as big.”

A family participates in the Parks, Arts and Recreation Department's 
coat giveaway event. /Photo by Grace Reyes. 
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MUSTANGS
Continued from Page 1

such an effort is taking place. 
“With the changes hap-

pening to the plaza, it was my 
thought we might also work on 
the revitalization of the horses. 
This means re-oxidizing the 
color to its original tone and 
sealing the surfaces again with 
wax. It is a natural process, as 
the surfaces of the horses have 
slowly changed color with ox-
idization caused by weather 
over the years. [This is] a big 
operation and the foundry 
team carrying out the work is 
going along very well.” 

“It’s a sandblasting process,” 
Don LeGrand with Schaefer Art 
Bronze Casting out of Arling-
ton, which is doing the resto-
ration, said. “We sandblast the 
old paint off to get [the sculp-
tures] down to bare metal. The 
green [color] is oxidation, so 
it’ll be back to a French brown, 
[which] is the color they select-
ed and is the same one that was 
originally chosen.

“Schaefer did repairs on 
these horses a long, long time 
back. They’ve talked to [Glen] 
about what color and type of 
patina to put on,” LeGrand 
said. “It’s neat to restore them 
back to what they originally 
were.

“The weather can change the 
color, so [ideally] you need to 
do them all at the same time. If 
you did one [horse], and then 
it went through a rainstorm, 
the next one wouldn’t look 
the same. The process for one 
horse is normally about a day. 

“At the shop, we normal-
ly don’t do this many at one 
time, so it’s kind of a new pro-
cess. We’ve also repaired some 
cracks and [things from the] 
freeze that have happened over 
time. As we find things, we fix 
them before we put on the pa-
tina.” 

“During the entire progress 
of the plaza developments, I 
have been kept [informed] of 
all aspects, especially regarding 
the horses,” Glen said. “What is 
being carried out is impressive 
to say the least.”

He explained the process to 
get from the design of the mus-
tangs to the sculpture’s instal-
lation in 1984.

“When I was asked to make 
the horses, it was a huge chal-
lenge, and I had no idea at the 
time what an undertaking it 
was to be,” Glen said. “From 
[the] start to the completion of 
the installation, the mustangs 
were my entire life for eight 
and a half years. This project 
also took over many nights as 
well. 

“I not only made two sep-
arate small-scale models to 
[convey] my design, but then 
made the full-sized originals, 
half larger than life, with two 
tons of clay on each horse with 
my own two hands. I employed 
two assistants to help with car-
rying out the arduous job of 

manes and tails. The casting in 
bronzes was carried out in En-
gland, and then all the finished 
bronzes were flown to Dallas 
by a 747 aircraft.

“My vision of the horses 
originated from Ben Carpen-
ter, who wanted a monument 
with wild horses as a symbol of 
freedom to be the centerpiece 
in his new development of Las 
Colinas.

“In the beginning of my de-
sign of the horses and their 
river crossing, I made a scale 
model in my studio in Nairobi, 
Kenya, Ben [Carpenter] flew 
out from Dallas for one night 
and brought Jim Reeves with 
SWA, which was the architect 
of the plaza and buildings,” 
Glen said. “The plaza paving 
stones would match the three 
surrounding buildings, making 
an abstract effect and amplify-
ing the horses at the center.

“I had known Ben for a long 
time as he had purchased some 
of my work. It soon became evi-
dent wild horses in America to-
day bear no resemblance to the 
wild horses in America during 
those early colonial times. To-
day’s wild horses are a mix of 
many breeds, whilst the horses 
of old were Andalusian horses, 
brought to the Americas by the 
Spanish Conquistadors. 

“These, therefore, are the 
horses I chose. I spent quite 
some time in Spain, studying 
this breed. These Spanish im-
ports were the first horses the 
indigenous people of that time 
had from the escaped horses 
that roamed free. This is what 
brought about the title of the 
monument, which is ‘A Symbol 
of Freedom.’

“This idea worked in all 
ways, except that over a num-
ber of years, it became obvious 

plus many relevant scale mod-
els, were made into the story, 
and is on display in the [Mus-
tang Museum’s] movie theater, 
showing the entire making of 
the monument. This has been 
a highly visited and well-liked 
addition, as most have no idea 
what was involved in making 
such a monument.”

“I am the museum guide [at 
the Mustang Museum] and 
have been since 2004. I love it,” 
Mary Higbie said.

“I think the Mustang Muse-
um provides an opportunity for 
visitors to ‘know the rest of the 
story’ through the exhibit and 
the film shown about the mak-
ing of the monument. Ben Car-
penter had a vision for Las Co-
linas that was well thought out 
and every detail carefully con-
sidered. This, plus the artistic 
detail by sculptor Robert Glen, 
together created this magnifi-
cent piece of art that is known 
and sought out by others from 
around the world, and we have 
it in our own backyard. I can-
not even begin to guess how 
many international visitors we 
have had plus so many from 
every state in the U.S.

“One of my favorite photos 
shows the horses being load-
ed into a Pan American cargo 
plane. I learned recently that 
former Mayor Dan Matkin 
happened to be at the London 
airport on the day they were 
loading the 17-ton sculpture to 
be shipped to America. They 
were shipped from London to 
New York and then transferred 
to American Airlines to bring 
them to DFW.” 

The Mustang Museum is 
temporarily closed for reno-
vations as is Williams Square 
itself. The project is scheduled 
to be completed in early 2022.

that although impres-
sive, due to the Texas 
climate in the summer 
months, visitors who 
came to take photos 
and walk about a little 
didn’t stay long due to 
the heat reflected off 
the surrounding gran-
ite,” he said. “The plaza 
improvements should 
help fix that.”

The plaza also fea-
tures the Mustang Mu-
seum, which was built 
soon after the horses 
were installed.

“The museum has 
been since the instal-
lation of the horses the 
most important addi-
tion to the larger story 
of the overall concept 
of the plaza,” Glen said. 
“During the entire pro-
cess from beginning 
to installation, Ben 
Carpenter had a movie 
crew and a still photog-
rapher recording every 
aspect of the develop-
ment. This material, 

The Mustangs of Las Colinas attract visitors to Williams Square. Vintage. /photo/photographer unknown.

The mustangs run through snow and ice during the winter storm of 2021.  /Photo by John Starkey.

One mustang retains an oxidized green color as the rest of its herd gleams in a bright bronze tone after being 
sandblasted. /Photo by John Starkey. 

Most of the mustangs sport a coat of French brown while awaiting the final stages of their refurbishment. /Photo by 
John Starkey.

Damaged by time, a hoof has been restored 
to its original condition. /Photo by John Starkey. 


