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Please consider participating in 
this community wide

event of remembrance.

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Irving Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce (IHCC) 
chose a theme for its annual gala 
to conclude 2021 on a high note 
with ‘Irving Goes Hollywood’ 
at Irving Convention Center on 
Saturday, Dec. 11.

Upon arriving, gala attend-
ees were introduced and posed 
for pictures as they made their 
way across the red carpet. 

“It’s really cool and fun to 
dress up,” Mary Ann Kellam, 
president and CEO of the 
IHCC, said. “We wanted to give 
it that feel of the Hollywood 

By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—For the 100 
Grand Prairie families who at-
tended Magic Christmas 2021 at 
the Pioneer Event Center, Dec. 
6 was a magical night. 

Underprivileged families 
from Grand Prairie ISD were 
treated to a spaghetti dinner, 
stockings for each child, Christ-
mas music, and a reading of 
Christmas stories. The evening 
culminated with a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, who dis-
tributed bags of toys to each 
family. 

Mary Dominguez, found-
er of the Hispanic Heritage 
Ambassadors DFW, credits 
organizations like Grand Prai-
rie Police Department’s Santa 
Cop, which donated all the toys 
distributed, and Grand Prairie 

By Stephen Hunt
Fort Worth—In 2020, the 
United States Postal Service 
(USPS) set a record by deliv-
ering over 1.1 billion packages, 
a 25-percent increase from the 
previous year. 

For 2021, the USPS antic-
ipates it will deliver between 
850 and 950 million packag-
es with nearly 200 million of 
those delivered during its bus-
iest week of the year. Between 
Dec. 13 and 18, an average of 
29 million packages will be de-
livered each day.

The numbers USPS expects 
this holiday season are simply 
staggering. The agency expects 
to process over 12 billion pieces 
of mail between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day, including 
2.3 billion pieces of mail pro-
cessed during its busiest week. 

USPS also expects to deliver 
9.7 million packages each Sun-
day during the holiday season 
and is expecting 6.5 million 
visitors at the USPS website 
per day. 

Thanks to improvements 
made at facilities like the Fort 
Worth Processing and Dis-
tribution Center, one of three 
processing facilities in the 

'Tis a busy holiday for the Postal Service

DFW Metroplex, the USPS 
feels like it is positioned to pro-
vide a higher level of customer 
service than ever before. 

“We had some hiccups [last 
year], but we’ve made some 
changes, made some invest-
ments,” Albert Ruiz, USPS 
strategic communications spe-
cialist for the Dallas and Loui-
siana Districts, said. “We add-
ed new machines. We’ve hired 

seasonal employees. We’ve 
upgraded our vehicles. Our 
scanners have been updated. 
They’re [now] a little bit more 
precise with GPS location, so 
[packages] are easier to track.”

In preparation for their 
peak season, USPS hired close 
to 600 seasonal employees 
in DFW, have letter carriers 
working longer hours, is de-
livering packages seven days a 

week through Christmas Day, 
including deliveries on Decem-
ber 25, and has added staff to 
their retail lobbies to better 
assist customers with their hol-
iday shipping needs. 

However, maybe the biggest 

improvements the USPS has in 
place is new sorting machines, 
including the Single Induction 
Package Sorter (SIPS), which is 
in operation at processing and 
distribution centers in Dallas, 
Coppell, and Fort Worth. The 
SIPS machine can sort up to 
3,000 packages per hour, 12 
times faster than sorting them 
manually.

“The SIPS is our newest ma-
chine,” Mary Vincent, plant 
manager for the Fort Worth 
Processing and Distribution 
Center, said. “It only takes 
three people to load this ma-
chine to get to 3,000 pieces 
[of mail] an hour. What the 
SIPS means for us is process-
ing more mail timely and be-
ing more efficient. It has a very 
large impact on our operation. 
We have the capacity to run it 
about 20 hours a day.”

No discussion about ship-
ping would be complete with-
out addressing what has be-
come an unfortunate reality: 
porch pirates. 

Paul Ecker with the Postal 
Inspection Service said a lock-
ing mailbox is one effective de-
terrent. However, there are ad-
ditional ways online shoppers 
can minimize their chances of 
becoming the next victim of 
porch pirates. 

“Don’t let your mail accumu-
late,” Ecker said. “If you know 
you’re not going to be around 
your house, either have a trust-
ed confidant pick up your mail, 
or go to the post office and have 
them hold the mail for delivery.

“Utilize tracking services, so 
you know where your mail is 
and when you should expect 
it. If you have surveillance 
systems, that’s a great deter-
rent along with citizens’ crime 
watches with people looking 
out for one another.”

Ecker also wanted to remind 
everyone that stealing mail of 
any kind is no minor offense. 

“Anytime you’re stealing the 
mail, it’s a crime,” Ecker said. 

Hispanic Chamber’s gala 
goes HollywoodMagic Christmas brings 

plenty of smiles
Oscars and that red carpet ex-
perience with paparazzi every-
where just get people into the 
spirit of it.”

After walking the red carpet, 
attendees could select a drink 
from one of several bars set up 
in the lobby and network with 
fellow guests. 

Afterward, attendees re-
turned to the lobby where a 
casino awaited. Guests could 
gamble their allotment of chips 
and receive tickets for their 
winnings. They could place 
their tickets at one of several 
prize packages, which were 

awarded through a drawing. 
The casino was the brain-

child of JC Gonzalez, IHCC’s 
past chairman of the board. 

“We started the casino when 
I was chairman of the board,” 
Gonzalez said. “It was an in-
credible event, because more 
people attended the casino 
fundraiser than attended the 
actual convention. Ever since 
then, we’ve been using that 
to raise funds for our schol-
arships. Proceeds benefit our 
education foundation, which 

ISD Education Foundation for 
teaming up to make this event 
happen. 

“Magic Christmas is for un-
derprivileged [Grand Prairie 
ISD] students,” Dominguez 
said. “Those toys were donat-
ed by Santa Cop. That’s why 
we have the police department 
here, they are our providers. 
We could not do this program 
without them. 

“We give the kids stockings. 
We do a storytelling. Santa 
comes to the house, takes pic-
tures with the kids. Families 
have to be from our district. 
We take care of everybody. It’s 
a Christmas fellowship pro-
gram.”

Magic Christmas was held 
in 2020, but it was a drive-th-
ru affair. To keep attendees as 
safe as possible this year, or-
ganizers decided to reduce the 
event from 700 families to 100.

“We’re being very careful,” 
Dominguez said. “The kids are 
really looking forward to this. 
They’ve been trying to come in 
here looking for Santa. They’d 
open up the door asking if San-
ta was here.”

Organizers gave parents the 
option of attending the full 
event, which included a spa-
ghetti dinner and participat-
ing in other activities before 
Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived, 
or simply receiving their bag 
of toys and leaving. Most fam-
ilies opted to stay for the whole 
program, because they wanted 
their children to see Santa and 
experience the holiday cheer. 

“They said we want to see 
Santa. The parents want their 
kids to talk to Saint Nicholas, 
and we’re excited about that,” 
Dominguez said.

Grand Prairie Police Officer 
Edgar Molina was one of four 
officers present. Officers hand-
ed bags of toys to Santa Claus 
who read the names on the 
bags. 

As the families came to the 
stage, they posed for pictures 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus and 
with the officers. 

“We’re very happy to be back 
[in person],” Molina said. “It’s 
very humbling. We are hon-
ored to be here and help out in 
our community. We love Mary 
[Dominguez]. We’ve done oth-
er projects with her, and every 
time we get an invitation, we’re 
happy to help.”

Not only were the children 
beaming from ear-to-ear when 
seeing Santa and Mrs. Claus 
make their grand entrance, but 
also when receiving their own 
bag of toys from the denizens 
of the North Pole. 

The kids listened with rapt 
attention as the timeless story 
“’Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas” was read in English and 
Spanish and displayed youth-
ful exuberance, laughter and 
enthusiasm, which only kids 
can deliver while playing to-
gether in front of the stage. 

“That’s what we’re all wait-
ing for,” Dominguez said. “We 
need to bring smiles to these 

Postal employees hurry to ensure packages arrive as quickly as possible.  /Photo by Stephen Hunt.

Santa and Mrs. Claus take a break from their busiest season to visit with 
children during the Magic Christmas event. /Photo by Stephen Hunt.
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DEATH NOTICES
Brown's Memorial Funeral Home

972.254.4242
 Lorraine Anne Packet  Feb 21, 1949 – Dec 08, 2021
 Glenda Griffith  Aug 24, 1936 – Dec 13, 2021
 Terry Penn   Feb 07, 1954 – Dec 14, 2021

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Raymond “Muzungu” Foster Apr 7, 1954 ~ Dec 9, 2021
 Steve Edwards  Mar 22, 1956 ~ Dec 12, 2021
 Virgil R. Blackman, Sr.  Sept 27, 1952 ~ Dec13, 2021
 Zita Rose Funk  Jan 11, 1929 ~ Dec 13, 2021

Life Tributes
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“Stealing one piece of mail is a 
violation of federal statutes. It 
can get you five years in prison 
and substantial fines.”

With additional staff hired, 
new sorting machines in place 
to accelerate the process and 
various other improvements, 
USPS is well prepared for this 
busy holiday season and could 
be on the cusp of breaking their 
record of 1.1 packages set in 
2020.

Only time will tell if that 
mark is eclipsed, but the early 
returns are favorable. 

“The plant is actually doing 
great right now. All the volume 
that has been coming on, we 
have been staying on top of it 
and processing it as it’s coming 
in the door,” Vincent said. 

kids. They’ve been through a 
lot, and this is what it takes [to 
do that]. You don’t have to do 
something big or something 
fancy, you just need something 
the kids can look forward to 
having. This is Magic Christ-
mas. It’s for them. It’s all about 
the kids.

“It’s all about coming togeth-
er and bringing smiles to kids. 
Everybody’s eager to see the 
kids’ faces. It’s the non-profit 
community coming together 
and bringing hope back to the 
kids.”

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Over the past few 
years, ugly Christmas sweaters 
have become a big thing, and 
ugly sweater contests have 
become an annual fixture each 
holiday season. Epic Animal 
Rescue held their ugly sweater 
contest at The Ginger Man in 
Las Colinas on Thursday, Dec. 
9, and it was a big hit. 

“I think this our third [ugli-
est sweater] event,” Epic An-
imal Rescue founder Tressa 
Broadhead said. “They have 
been some of our most popu-
lar events. People love to dress 
up their pets like them, right? 
We usually give away prizes for 
ugliest sweater, best duo, best 
couple. Those [prize packs] 
usually include gift cards from 
the venue as well as some of 

Dog ugly sweater contest benefits rescue group
our swag like t-shirts and hats.”

In 2016, Broadhead quit her 
job to start Epic Animal Res-
cue, a 100-percent volunteer 
organization, which is a fos-
ter-based rescue, where people 
take rescued animals into their 
homes. 

“We take in dogs from a 
number of sources,” Broad-
head said. “Often times, they’re 
from shelters. Sometimes it’s 
from owner surrenders, people 
who are unable to keep their 
pets, and sometimes they liter-
ally come off the streets.” 

Epic Rescue has events 
about every six weeks. Howev-
er, certain types of events seem 
to draw bigger turnouts than 
others. 

“I really enjoy doing events 
at bars,” Broadhead said. 

“They tend to be a lot of fun 
for everybody. The stand-alone 
adoption events where you’re 
at a Petsmart or something like 
that don’t really get as much 
foot traffic or participation as 
we do when we have them at an 
event location like the Ginger 
Man. They have been a great 
event partner of ours. We’ve 
been doing events with them 
for years. 

“When people are able to 
drink, eat, and mingle with the 
dogs in their own timeframe, it 
tends to work out very well for 
everybody.”

Event attendees were asked 
to cast their vote for the dog 
wearing the ugliest sweater via 
Instagram. 

The Ginger Man donated a 
portion of food and beverage 
receipts to Epic Rescue. 

Around a dozen dogs, most 
sporting Christmas sweaters, 
and their pet parents showed 
up for the event. 

There were big dogs like a 
Rhodesian ridgeback, a Lab-
rador, and a Weimaraner, 
two bulldogs, an English and 
a French, and assorted oth-
er mixed breeds, including at 
least one dog which is currently 
up for adoption. 

Naturally, there was plenty of 
tail wagging, head pats, friend-
ly licks, and ample comingling 

by the four-legged friends in 
attendance. Numerous photos 
were also taken of all the dogs 
at the event, who did a minimal 
amount of barking.  

“2020 was pretty much a 
bust,” Broadhead said. “We 
had several events on the 
books, and they didn’t happen. 
I don’t think our first event 
was until the fall of 2020, and 
I believe we did have an ugly 

sweater contest last year, but 
2021 has seen a little bit more 
of an increase in participation. 

“It was a really busy time for 
us in 2020. It seemed like ev-
erybody got a COVID dog, but 
it worked out well for us. It’s 
been fine.”

Epic Animal Rescue is a 
group which consists of 100 
volunteers, who Broadhead 
credits for successful events 
like this and for the great work 
they do to benefit animals. 

“There are so many aspects 

of dog rescue that people don’t 
really think about,” Broadhead 
said. “It’s the back-office stuff 
that doesn’t sound so fun. Ev-
erybody wants to play with a 
dog, nobody wants to post on 
social media. It’s really doing 
that back-end stuff, we have 
found more volunteers to do 
some of those items, because 
they couldn’t get out and do 
things one-on-one with the 
animals. We’ve had an uptick 
of volunteers that are willing to 
help us do other things.”

Coppell–After 31 years of 
service to the city of Coppell, 
Jennifer Miller, director of 
finance announced her retire-
ment effective Feb. 4.

“Tommie took me under 
her wing, and the next thing 
I knew, I said, ‘this is what I 
want to do,’” Miller said. “She 
always told me I could do any-
thing I wanted to do.”

Miller accepted a position 
as an accountant at the city of 
Coppell in 1991 when Town 
Center was surrounded by 
fields and occupied by not only 
administrative offices, but the 
police department and library 
as well. 

During her tenure, the fi-
nance department maintained 
a AAA bond rating from both 
Standard and Poor’s, and 
Moody’s Investment Services. 
It also earned several pres-
tigious awards including the 
Distinguished Budget Presen-
tation Award and Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association for more than 30 
consecutive years. She helped 
transform the finance depart-

Coppell finance 
director to retire

ment to one that partners with 
all other departments. 

“When I think of Jennifer, 
coach, mentor and leader are 
the words that come to mind,” 
said assistant director of fi-
nance and longtime co-worker, 
Kim Tiehen. “She set high stan-
dards and had high expecta-
tions, but she was always there 
to help make sure we achieved 
them. She has prepared us ex-
tensively for her departure cre-
ating a cohesive environment 
and encouraging us to lean on 
each other to continue serving 
the community at a high level. 
Because of her leadership and 
foresight, we won’t skip a beat.”

For her retirement, Mill-
er plans to go on an Alaskan 
cruise and hopes to travel more 
extensively including finishing 
her tour of the nation’s Presi-
dential Libraries with only four 
to go. She also plans to spend 
more time with her family: 
husband, Robert, four daugh-
ters, Kelsey, Rachel, Kaitlyn 
and Christi, and her three 
grandchildren. 

The city of Coppell will host 
a reception in honor of Miller. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

Dressed for duty, a pup is ready to take over should one of Santa's reindeer need a rest.   /Photo by Stephen Hunt.
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EMPLOYMENT

SENIOR GLOBAL SERVICE PROFESSIONAL, GLOBAL SERVICE 
TECH OPS: Abbott Labs in Irving, TX seeks qualified Sr. Global Ser-
vice Pro. Provide direct & onsite tech support for field engineers thru 
leading field service escalations & collaborating w/ external vendors 
& internal Product Support teams. Masters or foreign equiv in Biomed 
Eng or in closely rltd eng or sci fld of study (Will accept Bachelors +5 
yrs of progressive pro exp in lieu of Masters) each alt education req w/ 
at least 1 yr of exp in: (i) leading elevated tech complaints by leading 
troubleshooting, cross-functional collaboration & problem resolution to 
achieve satisfactory solutions; (ii) utilizing working knowledge of sen-
sors, measurement tools, pumps, motors, electronic circuitry & other 
electro-mech parts; (iii) performing cost & performance trend analyses, 
recommending corrective actions, identifying risks & reporting results to 
mgmt; (iv) advanced data analytics suites & statistical analysis software 
incl MS Excel, Power BI, JMP, Minitab & Data Mining w/ R programming 
language; (v) utilizing knowledge & understanding of Current Good 
Manufacturing Practices (cGMP), FDA Quality System Regulations 
(QSR), ISO 13485 & In Vitro Diagnostic Directives (IVDD); & (vi) Up 
to 25% domestic & international travel req’d. Employer will accept any 
suitable combo of education, training, or exp. An EOE. 40 hrs/wk. Re-
spond by mail: Abbott Laboratories, Attn: Kathleen Ellwanger, 100 Ab-
bott Park Road, Bldg. AP6A, Dept. 32RC, Abbott Park, IL 60064. Refer 
to ad code: ABT-00690-KE.

Nationstar Mortgage, LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper is seeking multiple Prin-
cipal Systems Developers in Irving, TX expected to design, code, and 
implement web-based applications with emphasis around performance, 
scalability, and stability. Teleworking is permitted within reasonable com-
muting distance of the Irving, TX office. Send e-mail to jennifer.fisher@
mrcooper.com
or apply online at https://careers.mrcooper.com. Please reference job 
code 017868 on resume.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS –PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Tex-
as for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: City Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas:

City Council: Thursday, January 13, 2022, 7:00 pm

ZC19-0008: Located at 2232 E. Grauwyler Road and 1408 - 1510 
Irene Drive, approx. 2.8 acres. J. Piano Concrete Construction, owner/
applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-1 (C-
N) “Detailed Site Plan – Neighborhood Commercial” and ML-20 “Light 
Industrial” to S-P-2 (ML-20) “Generalized Site Plan – Light Industrial” 
and Environmentally Sensitive Land Use to allow an environmentally 
sensitive land use (concrete manufacturing plant).
ZC21-0057: Located at 101 & 200 N. Rogers Rd., approx. 7.55 acres. 
SJ Irving Property, LLC, owner. AMB Services, applicant. Barbosa Pro-
fessional Services, agent. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan – Restaurant with the attendant 
accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises con-
sumption” to S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan – Restaurant with the at-
tendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premis-
es consumption” and Event Center and Outdoor Market to add outdoor 
market uses to the existing restaurant and event center.  
ZC21-0061: Located at 550 E. John Carpenter Fwy., approx. 2.98 
acres. 500 EJC Land Owner, LLC, owner. PED DFW John Carpenter, 
LLC, applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 
(FWY) “Generalized Site Plan – Freeway” including a Childcare Cen-
ter to S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan – Restaurant with the attendant 
accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises con-
sumption” and Hotel and Related uses to construct a new dual-branded 
hotel with alcoholic beverage sales and variances to the hotel develop-
ment standards. 
ZC21-0062: Located at 250 W. Holland Dr., approx. 0.32 acres. Rob-
ert Fitzgerald, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning 
change from R-6 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-6) “General-
ized Site Plan – Single Family Residential” with a variance to permit a 
detached garage to be less than 10 feet from another structure, a vari-
ance to permit a garage door to be less than 25 feet from the property 
line, and a variance to permit a detached accessory building in excess 
of 10 feet in height to be less than 8 feet from a property line.
ZC21-0068: Located at 2800 Ranch Trail, approx. 5.75 acres. Billings-
ley 380 Norther GP, LLC, owner. GANS DFW, LLC, applicant. The appli-
cant is requesting a zoning change from S-P-2 (C-C) “Generalized Site 
Plan – Community Commercial” to S-P-2 (C-C) “Generalized Site Plan 
– Community Commercial” and Outdoor Display, Storage and Sales to 
allow a plant nursery with outdoor display, sales and storage. 
CP21-0004 AND ZC21-0071: Located at 2000 Estrada Pkwy., approx. 
3.0 acres. MSR Los Lupes Enterprises, LLC, owner. JMR Properties, 
Inc., applicant. The applicant is requesting an amendment to the Com-
prehensive Plan Future Land Use Map from “Neighborhood Commer-
cial” to “Commercial Corridor”, and a zoning change from S-P-2 (C-OU-
2) “Generalized Site Plan – Commercial Outdoor 2” to C-C “Community 
Commercial” to allow for event center and retail uses.
ZC21-0073: Located at 1614 Truman Ln., approx. 6,000 sq. ft. Wonda 
Pham, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from R-6 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site 
Plan – Single Family Residential” with a variance to the maximum al-
lowed impervious surface and maximum driveway width.
ZC21-0075: Located at 2419 W. 5th St., approx. 10,283 sq. ft. Adriana 
Figueroa, owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change 
from R-7.5 “Single Family Residential” to S-P-2 (R-7.5) “Generalized 
Site Plan – Single Family Residential” with a variance to permit a de-
tached accessory building to be expanded and used as a second dwell-
ing unit and a variance to allow a detached accessory building to exceed 
25% of the square footage of the main building.

The public may attend the public hearings in person and express their 
opinions. Responses for the record may be submitted to: City of Irving 
Planning Dept., 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060. The applications 
are on file for review in the Planning Dept. during normal business 
hours. For more information, please call 972-721-2424 or email plan-
ning@cityofirving.org. This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible 
parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation services or 
assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at 972-721-2493 for assistance.

Atos Syntel Inc. has 5 positions available in Irving, TX.
All positions listed can work remotely or telecommute. Travel required 
up to 100% at various unanticipated client sites in U.S. for all listed 
positions.
Consultant. Map buss workflow & detect/incorporate additional areas 
for IT system architecture. BS in CS, Engg(any), Buss Admin, or rel. 5 
yrs of IT exp, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL111.
Senior Consultant. Code Review & Unit Test result review. BS in IT, or 
rel. 5 yrs of Design & Architect solution, develop & deploy application, 
or rel exp. Alt Req: no degree & 7 yrs of exp above. Other exp reqd. Job 
ID OGL112.
Software Engineer. Utilize exp in architecting Exstream apps to meet 
both real-time & high-vol batch needs. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 7 yrs exp 
design & deve info sys, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL113.
Consultant. Review Pivotal Cloud foundry & Microservices architec-
ture. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys, or rel. Other 
exp reqd. Job ID OGL114.
Technical Specialist/Consultant. Work as Tech Specialist for ETL (Ex-
tract, Transform, Load) app. BS in CS, Electronics, IT, or rel. 3 yrs IT 
exp, or rel. Alt Req: no degree & 5 yrs IT exp, or rel. Other exp reqd. 
Job ID OGL115.
To apply: Email resume to sneha.alour@atos.net. Include Job ID for 
desired position in subject. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10530

DEVELOPMENT PLAN CASE NO. DVP21-0005
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - PUD

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO PUD 1 
“PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT NO. 1” ON A TRACT OF LAND 
DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE WILLIAM FORE-
MAN SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 472 AND THE JOHN W. JOHNSON 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1640, AND LOCATED ON APPROXIMATE-
LY 5.00 ACRES LOCATED AT 4500 AND 4600 NORTH MACARTHUR 
BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; APPROVING DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN DVP21-0005, PUD 1 “PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT NO. 1”, 
ALLOWING ON SUCH TRACT C-O “COMMERCIAL OFFICE” USES 
IN PERIMETER TRACT NO. 20, PUD 1, A PUD PLANNED UNIT DE-
VELOPMENT DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 2020-10370, 
AND ALLOWING C-O “COMMERCIAL OFFICE” USES IN A PUD ON 
THE REMAINDER OF THE SITE; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDI-
TIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING 
A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE .

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10532

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0058
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 
BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE IRVING ISD SAM 
HOUSTON MIDDLE SCHOOL ADDITION, LOCATED AT 3033 WEST 
COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE FROM R-6 “SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” 
TO S-P-1 (C-N) “DETAILED SITE PLAN – NEIGHBORHOOD COM-
MERCIAL” AND WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY 
USES; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULA-
TIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORD-
INGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAV-
INGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10533

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0060
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE SAHYOG ADDITION NO. 
1, 2ND REVISION ADDITION, LOCATED AT 3919 YOGI WAY FROM 
S-P-2 (R-6) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – SINGLE FAMILY RESIDEN-
TIAL” TO S-P-2 (R-6) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – SINGLE FAM-
ILY RESIDENTIAL”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE 
ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10534

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0064
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY 
REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LONE STAR HEIGHTS 
ANNEX 2 ADDITION, LOCATED AT 410 LARRY DRIVE FROM R-6 
“SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” TO S-P-2 (R-6) “GENERALIZED 
SITE PLAN – SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL”; PROVIDING FOR 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10535

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0065
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE MEADOW’S ADDITION, 
LOCATED AT 2209 MEADOW DALE FROM R-6 “SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL” TO S-P-2 (R-6) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – SIN-
GLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDI-
TIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING 
A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10537

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0069
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – PUD for C-N

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-
DINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY RE-
ZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE LAS COLINAS, SECTOR 
6, PHASE 1 REPLAT ADDITION, LOCATED AT 4030 NORTH MACAR-
THUR BOULEVARD, SUITE #D222, BY REPEALING ORDINANCE 
NO. 6530 CAUSING THE PROPERTY TO REVERT TO PUD FOR C-N 
(PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT – NEIGHBORHOOD COMMER-
CIAL); DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, on December 9, 2021.

RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

Irving

LEGAL

System Analyst: Irving, TX & various unanticipated locations through-
out the U.S: Identify client needs, anlyz HR, lrng, talent buss proces 
& dsgn process docs. Config buss proces, lrng, talent frmwrk, & dvlp 
aprop solns. Impl & config lrng & talent platfrm, struc, & rules for notif. 
Dvlp rprts, anal & visual using MS SSRS, Tibco Jasper studio & I-Report 
Designer. Perf integ btn HR, Lrng & Talent platfrms. Identify, integ, suprt 
& fix wrkflws as req’d. Work on debug SCORM or other content provider 
integ. Dvlpm’t knwl of SQL, db dsgn, dvlpm’t, & integ dvlpm’t exp. Mas-
ter’s in Sci, Tech, Engg, or any rltd field is req’d. Bachelor’s w/5yrs exp 
in job off’d or rltd occup is ok in lieu of Master’s. Any Suitable combo of 
edu, train, or exp is ok. Mail resume: HR, Pixentia Corporation, 1333 
Corporate Dr, Ste 212, Irving, TX 75038.

EMPLOYMENT

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0122-01 Wagon Wheel Wa-
ter Tower Rehab.   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. 
Bids can be submitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Thursday, January 13, 2022, 
at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town Center, at which 
time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a 
virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, Thursday, January 
6, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019.

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, January 6, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8_uT20mGRWOqjNRm
xEibYw

Bid Open – Thursday, January 13, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v79DSYvSTpe8ANign
m7t0w

Irving

Coppell

LEGAL

EMPLOYMENT

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of Michelle Gordon please contact 
the Law Office of Brandi Littles- Lawrence at 225-205-6336.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COM-
MISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
TO CONSIDER AMENDING PART II OF THE CITY OF IRVING LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE, “UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE (UDC)” AS 
FOLLOWS: AMENDING SECTION 3.3 “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES; 
SALE, SERVING, OR STORAGE” TO AMEND REGULATIONS FOR 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOL IN THE CITY OF IRVING; AMENDING SEC-
TION 1.12.5 “ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS” TO ADD APPROVAL 
PROCESS FOR OUTDOOR DINING; AMENDING SECTIONS: 2.5.2 
“NONRESIDENTIAL LAND USE TABLE”; 2.5.6 “NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL (C-N)”; 2.5.7 “COMMUNITIY COMMERCIAL (C-C)”; 
2.5.11 “COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE (C-W)”; 2.5.12 “FREEWAY 
(FWY)”; 2.5.13 “LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 20 (ML-20)”; 2.5.14 “LIGHT IN-
DUSTRIAL 20A (ML-20A)”; 2.5.15 “LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 40 (ML-40)”; 
AND 2.5.16 “LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 120 (ML-120)” TO ADD ADDITONAL 
ALLOWED PRINCIPAL USES TO EACH SAID ZONING DISTRICT; 
AMENDING SECTION 4.4.3 “OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIRE-
MENTS” TO ADD PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW BUSINESS 
TYPES ALLOWED BY THIS ORDINANCE;  AMENDING SECTION 
2.3.5 “RESERVED” TO REPLACE AND RENAME THE SECTION 
“CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT OVERLAY” AND ADD REGULATIONS 
FOR THE CREATION AND OPERATION OF A CONDITIONAL USE; 
AMENDING SECTION 9.3 “DEFINITIONS” TO ADD OR AMEND 
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEV-
ERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EF-
FECTIVE DATE.
 
Notice is hereby given that the following public hearings will be held for 
the purpose of considering amending the Unified Development Code of 
the City of Irving, Texas and as referenced in the caption above:

Amending multiple sections of the Unified Development Code to amend 
the regulations for sales of alcohol for on- or off-premises consump-
tion; define related uses, identify specific districts where those uses are 
permitted; provide parking requirements; allow for outdoor dining; and 
create a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) overlay.

Planning and Zoning Commission:  Monday, January 3, 2022, 7:00 
PM in the City Council Chambers, City of Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving 
Blvd., Irving, Texas

City Council:  Thursday, January 13, 2022, 7:00 PM in the City Coun-
cil Chambers, City of Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas

The public may attend the public hearings as outlined above and ex-
press their opinions. All citizens or interested parties desiring to be 
heard concerning these amendments may speak. Please call 972-721-
2424 or contact planning@cityofirving.org for further information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces 
are available.  Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing 
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  For accessibility 
information or assistance, contact the City Secretary’s Office at 972-
721-2493, or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989).

Freelancers Needed
Rambler Newspapers is currently seeking inquisitive  

individuals with experience in:
Editing - Writing - Photography

For more information call 972-870-1992 or 
email arielg@ramblernewspapers.net
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GIVE US A CALL
972-870-1992

Need customers?

FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Eight minutes, 20 seconds
2. Lily Tomlin, as telephone operator Ernestine
3. 254
4. Grover Cleveland
5. More than 7,000
6. The legislative branch -- U.S. House and Senate
7. Whitey Ford
8. Pizza
9. Atlantic
10. A number that is only divisible by itself and 1

Christmas Dinner 
Happens on the Sly

The annual Christmas din-
ner at the senior center was a 
wonderful event, mostly be-
cause it didn’t happen at all.

The original plan -- seniors 
sitting in a cold parking lot 
outside the center to eat food 
that would stay hot for maybe 
one minute -- was ditched by 
means of a petition to board 
members. That petition men-
tioned the absolute folly of the 
whole outdoor dining idea. The 
board’s second plan was to host 
the dinner indoors, but for only 
one-third the number of guests, 
with clear Plexiglas shields on 
the tables, which would inter-
fere with conversation.

There was a snap, an awak-
ening, an audible collective 
click -- and the seniors said NO.

The former recreation-cen-
ter supervisor, who had quit 
after too many snarling meet-
ings about yoga classes masked 

Veterans 
Village Opens

We were all there the day 
Veterans Village officially 
opened: Sarge, the older veter-
ans brought out in a van bor-
rowed from the senior center, 
the dormitory crew and even 
the mayor came, along with a 
few members of the press and 
a photographer.

The gravel road had been 
smoothed, several lots had been 
cleared and two tiny homes had 
been installed, complete with a 
few shrubs and potted flowers 
next to the steps of both homes. 
A communal brick barbeque 
grill, surrounded by a concrete 
patio and lawn chairs, had 
been inaugurated into its first 
service to cook piles of burgers 
and hot dogs. Voluntary Ser-
vices up at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs hospital had 
sent baskets of household stuff 
like dinnerware and detergent 
to get the two veterans start-
ed. And Sarge’s granddaughter 
had skipped school to be there 
and to sing “America the Beau-
tiful” as part of the opening cer-

* In Germany, you are al-
lowed to drive your car naked, 
but not get out of it naked.

* A high-school principal 
once disciplined a student by 
making him sit in the basement 
while reading the U.S. Consti-
tution. The punishment must 
have taken effect, because said 
student (who also memorized 
parts of the document) was 
Thurgood Marshall, who grew 
up to become the first Black 
Supreme Court justice.

* Male orb-weaver spiders 
give back rubs to their mates so 
they don’t get eaten.

* “Mbuki-mvuki” is a Bantu 
word for the irresistible urge 
to strip off your clothes while 
dancing.

* In 2002, Saddam Hus-
sein’s campaign theme song for 
re-election was Whitney Hous-
ton’s “I Will Always Love You.”

* For a single day in August 
1998 and another in October 
2018, Topeka, Kansas, re-
named itself “ToPikachu” to 

mark the release of different 
Pokemon games.

* Pule, the world’s rarest 
cheese, is made from donkey 
milk, something that was wide-
ly believed impossible since the 
liquid doesn’t coagulate. How-
ever, Serbian cheesemaker Slo-
bodan Simic discovered a solu-
tion and now sells his cheese 
for over $500 per pound.

* The Saturday falling closest 
to April 1 is International Tom 
Hanks Day.

* MLB pitcher Turk Wendell, 
“baseball’s favorite oddball,” 
would not only brush his teeth 
every inning, but at the start of 
same, would turn and wave to 
the center fielder and wait for 
him to wave back before pro-
ceeding.

* There are more English 
speakers in China than in the 
United States.

* In 1994, a man was arrest-
ed for dressing as the Grim 
Reaper and standing and star-
ing into the windows of a home 
for the elderly.

***
Thought for the Day: “The 

best teacher in the world is 
someone who loves what he 
or she does, and just loves it in 
front of you.” -- Fred Rogers

emony.
And it was a ceremony. Short 

speeches were given by those 
who had never done any of the 
work, but David, the homeless 
veteran whose idea Veterans 
Village had been, gave the 
shortest speech of all. He mere-
ly turned to the two veterans 
who would now live there and 
said, “Welcome home.”

With input from social ser-
vices in town, a list of other 
interested veterans had quickly 
grown, leaving Sarge and Da-
vid to wonder just how many 
homeless veterans there were 
in town. 

“This could end up being 
pretty big, almost beyond my 
capabilities,” David said later, 
looking around the acreage, his 
voice shaky until he felt Sarge’s 
hand on his shoulder.  

David took a deep breath and 
let it out. “OK, I guess I better 
hustle up a few more homes,” 
he said, pulling a folded site 
plan out of his back pocket and 
a pencil from behind his ear.

Sarge smiled, patted David’s 
shoulder and sauntered over to 
the grill to grab a burger before 
they were all gone.

versus unmasked, was brought 
back to open the rec center. 
He’d fled to his cabin in the 
woods, tossing the keys to oth-
ers, to sit out the insanity, at 
which point the town changed 
the locks. Once brought back, 
he quickly jimmied open the 
rec center door and installed 
a new lock, smiling the whole 
time.

Organizers came together in 
secret with not a word said to 
senior-center board members 
(or the town council). Tables 
and chairs were borrowed. One 
of the town’s finer restaurants 
(the owner himself a senior) 
was coaxed into providing fin-
ger foods and drinks and two 
bartenders. A half dozen se-
niors who were in a band years 
ago regrouped to provide the 
music and play songs we actu-
ally knew.

The annual Christmas din-
ner turned dance party was 
a major hit, and just what we 
needed after this long pandem-
ic lockdown. We ate and we 
mingled and we drank and we 
laughed and we danced. And 
long after what should have 
been bedtime for most of us, 
we were still there dancing.
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 Do you know or 
have a passion for
design? Rambler 

Newspapers is now
hiring a part-time 
design editor to
create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email design@ram-
blernewspapers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

FUN & GAMES

1. SCIENCE: How long does 
it take for light to travel from 
the Sun to Earth?

2. TELEVISION: Which co-
median used the catchphrase 
“one ringie dingie, two ring-
ie dingies” in a TV character 
sketch?

3. MEASUREMENTS: How 
many centimeters are equiva-
lent to 100 inches?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
is the only president to serve 
nonconsecutive terms?

5. LANGUAGE: How many 
languages are spoken in the 
world today?

6. GOVERNMENT: Which 
branch of U.S. government is 
responsible for making laws?

7. SPORTS: Which famous 
baseball pitcher’s nickname is 
“The Chairman of the Board”?

8. FOOD & DRINK: What 
type of food do the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles love?

9. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
ocean does Bermuda lie in?

10. MATH: What is a prime 
number?

allows us to give money back 
to our community and provide 
scholarships for students.”

Kellam was pleased with 
how the evening came togeth-
er. 

“A lot of the money that’s 
raised through the item auc-
tions and the casino benefit the 
Education Foundation, which 
is how we award scholarships,” 
Kellam said. “We have 460 
people registered for this event, 
more than ever before. Last 
year, we had 350.”

“They’ve done such great 
work over the past 20-plus 
years,” Mayor Rick Stopfer 
said. “The networking [at 
events like this] is always im-
portant. I think the fundraising 
is an exciting thing, and the op-
portunity for them all to come 
together [is important].”

“Irving Hispanic Chamber 
does a lot of good work helping 
those individuals with small 
and medium-sized businesses 
to get them information and 
education to have a successful 
business,” Irving Cares CEO 
Kyle Taylor said. “Whether it’s 
networking or marketing, they 
do a tremendous job. Really 
proud of what they’ve done.”

The IHCC knows how tough 
the past few years have been for 
many small and medium-sized 
business. Their work to assist 
these businesses is more im-

portant now than ever before. 
“The fact there’s more His-

panic businesses, especially 
[ones run by] Hispanic wom-
en, we have to be here to help 
them,” Kellam said. “We have 
to be here to help them get 
started properly and scale up, 
making sure that they’re doing 
what’s right. 

“During the pandemic, we 
noticed some holes in how we 
were helping some of these 
businesses, which needed to be 
corrected, so we were able to 
have Northlake College give us 
a course we can offer to busi-
ness owners.”

During the event, the follow-
ing people and businesses were 
honored with awards:

Carmen Guzman, Le-
galShield: Volunteer of the 
Year

Kat Caligone, Ms Cali Solu-
tions: Ambassador of the Year

CIMA Logistics, LLC: Busi-
ness of the Year

Karina Rodriguez, Rodri-
guez Insurance Resource: En-
trepreneur of the Year

Precision Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine: Corporation 
of the Year

Dallas College, Northlake 
Campus: Partner of the Year

Irving Cares: Non-Profit of 
the Year

Don Herring – Don Herring 
Mitsubishi: Lifetime Service 
Award

JC Gonzalez – Wells Fargo: 
President’s Choice Award

Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
and Melanie Stopfer: Gracias 
Award. 

community health initiatives 
and more. In 2021, the Y raised 
$4.2 Million dollars that helps 
adults, families, youth and se-
niors across North Texas.

Delgado-Gray leads pro-
gram initiatives that transcend 
collaborations locally and na-
tionally. Her efforts have been 
recognized in the past, with 
the Grand Prairie YMCA re-
ceiving the Business of the Year 
and Chairman’s Award for 
2020, presented by the Grand 
Prairie Chamber of Commerce.

SOURCE YMCA of Metropolitan 
Dallas

Grand Prairie—The YMCA 
of Metropolitan Dallas present-
ed its 2021 Bill Botts Award to 
Suzana Delgado-Gray, district 
executive at the Grand Prairie 
Family YMCA for excellence 
in fundraising. The annual 
award is one of the Y’s most 
prestigious and is named af-
ter the late Bill Botts, a former 
executive who dedicated more 
than 30 years of his life to the 
national organization. 

Delgado-Gray of GP Family YMCA wins award
“I want to thank the YMCA 

for this prestigious honor,” 
Delgado-Gray said. “Through-
out my career with the YMCA, 
my focus has been on sharing 
the mission of the Y and con-
tinuing to grow opportunities 
and expand relationships to 
advance the Y’s cause driven 
mission. I’m excited to con-
tinue that work in the Grand 
Prairie community and in the 
greater North Texas area.” 

Delgado-Gray was instru-
mental in expanding the Y’s 
footprint through communi-
ty engagement across seven 
counties and providing consis-
tent support for families and 
youth. In her role as District 
Executive for the Grand Prairie 
Family YMCA, she has imple-
mented new fundraising strat-
egies that have grown com-
munity giving in the number 
of donors, doubling Chairman 

Round Table Level gifts from 
the previous year, and main-
taining a 92 percent collection 
rate, resulting in increased do-
nor participation and average 
donor gift. 

“The YMCA is a charitable 
organization and each year we 
raise money to serve families in 
need in the various communi-
ties we serve across North Tex-
as.” Curt Hazelbaker, president 
and CEO of the YMCA of Met-
ropolitan Dallas, said. “Suzana 
has truly made a difference and 
she is passionate about serving 
the Grand Prairie communi-
ty. Last year alone the Annual 

Campaign made it possible for 
60,413 kids to gain confidence 
through team sports at the Y; 
316,343 members to be part 
of a healthy, connected, and 
secure environment; and for 
anyone to use YMCA wellness 
resources regardless of their 
ability to pay. Suzana, and ev-
eryone supporting the annual 
campaign, makes a difference 
in the lives of those we serve.”

The Y provides financial 
assistance to individuals and 
families for membership and 
programs, provides scholar-
ships to high school and college 
students, helps families with 

color. 
“They can shoot their first 

shot without having to worry 
about somebody being behind 
them or rushing them through 
the course,” Brown said. 

It takes almost two hours 
to set-up the lights, and after 
an event, the recreation team 
must remove the lights.

“For me it’s not about just 
putting the lights out or see-
ing the light, it’s seeing that 
response from our communi-
ty,” Brown said. “Seeing our 
community respond and see-
ing those eyes dilate. They get 
big. They’re just like, ‘Oh, this 
is cool.’ It makes that hour and 
a half set-up worth it.”

“I think the city does such a 
nice job setting up the course 
that you can follow the lights,” 
resident Catherine Gantt said. 
“The path will tell me I’m not 
going to get anywhere near the 
basket on my throws, but I’ll 
see where I’m going.

“It’s an outdoor, socially dis-
tanced event we can do with 
family.” 

“It’s just nice to be outside, 
especially since it’s a lovely 
evening,” resident Sarah Mar-
kle said. “The weather’s really 
working with us, and it’s an ex-
cuse to walk safely at night and 
do a fun activity.”

“It’s a challenge just like any 
other game or sport,” Trish 
Mann said. “It was fun. We 
didn’t take ourselves too seri-
ously.”

The first winter disc golf 
event was supposed to be on 
Dec. 3, but it was canceled be-
cause of shipping issues.

Neon disc golf will return in 
March. 

By Grace Reyes 
Irving—The Irving Parks and 
Recreation Department hosted 
Neon Nights Disc Golf in W.O. 
Harrington Park on Dec. 10.

“We came up with this idea 
right after COVID,” Sylvester 
Brown, lead recreation co-
ordinator, said. “We wanted 
something for our residents to 
do other than sit at home. We 
wanted to get them into the 
parks to see what we have in 
Irving.”

The disc golf course’s nine 
par-3 holes were illuminated 
by over 1,300 lights.

“It’s novel. It’s new, and our 
residents are really liking it,” 
Brown said. “We never thought 
it was going to be this popular, 
but we’re happy the communi-
ty gravitated toward it.”

“It’s a wow factor, throwing a 
Frisbee at night,” Tyrone Thur-
man, lead recreation coordina-
tor, said. “This is probably the 
best time to come out here and 
play.”

Tyrone said for their next 
event they plan on changing 
the colors of the path. They 
have nine different colors, so 
each path will be a different 

Disc Golf lights up park
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