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By Arden Terry
Irving—The city of Irving host-
ed a Carol-oke event at Heritage 
Park on Saturday, Dec. 18. In 
the park’s stage area, a large 
karaoke machine was avail-
able for people to sing popular 
Christmas carols. Despite the 
cold temperatures, a number 
of carolers attended the event.

“Carol-oke is part of our 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—On ‘Seinfeld,’ George 
Costanza once lamented that 
“worlds colliding” was a bad 
thing. However, at the Fan Expo 
Dallas Holiday Market, a pop-
up event celebrating the holi-
days with a geeky twist at Irving 
Convention Center on Saturday, 
Dec. 11, worlds colliding was a 
thing of beauty. 

Where else could attendees 
pose for a picture with Santa 
Claus alongside those in cos-
tume from other genres like 
Buddy from ‘Elf’ fame? There 
was also a cosplay red carpet 
where attendees in costume 
were introduced, much like 
in a fashion show, and posed 
for photos while being loudly 
cheered. 

Plenty of vendors sold every-
thing from artwork and collect-
ibles to vintage videogames. 
One local vendor from Plano 
sold t-shirts sporting charac-
ters from the sci-fi cult classic 
‘They Live’ and classic modern 
western ‘Tombstone,’ while a 
couple from Tyler offered orig-
inal vinyl records, which also 
drew a considerable crowd. 

“It’s a good, solid turnout,” 
show director Sharon Donald-

Fans have geeky fun 
at Holiday Market

son said. “I think people know 
they’ll get a quality event when 
they come to a Fan Expo event. 
I also think the [fans like the] 
curiosity of what will they do to 
make it festive?

“We have [held this event] in 
Canada. Toronto and Calgary 
both have long histories with 
this format, which is why we 
decided to bring it to Dallas. 
We love being in Dallas. We 
know the fans are always up 
for a fun time. We’re trying this 
format for a fun time here, and 
we’re really pleased with it.”

Maybe the finishing touch 
for these worlds colliding is the 
fact that amid everything going 
on, the entire event was set to 

Christmas music, leading sev-
eral vendors to get into the hol-
iday spirit by lip syncing and 
dancing to holiday classics like 
“Rocking Around the Christ-
mas Tree” by Brenda Lee. 

Having fun while offering an 
environment where all are wel-
come and celebrated are two 
objectives Fan Expo has for ev-
ery event. 

“One of my favorite things 
on the red carpet is you see 
kids who probably don’t get to 
celebrate themselves a lot in 
life,” Donaldson said. “They 
come from that nerd culture, 
but it’s such a welcoming space 

Carol-oke fills Heritage 
Park with singing

Holidays at Heritage series,” 
Megan Gordon, special events 
supervisor for Irving, said. “It’s 
actually the last event of our se-
ries, which started with our pa-
rade and tree lighting on Dec. 
4. It ends today with Carol-oke.

“We did Brunch-mas last 
week, so we just wanted to 
switch it up and utilize the 
wonderful screen outside. The 

majority of our larger events 
were at the beginning of the 
series.

“I think the people are enjoy-
ing it. It’s pretty cold out there, 
so the crowd isn’t too large. As 
long as we have the resources 
to bring these [events] to this 
area, I think that’s pretty won-
derful. To see everyone enjoy-
ing what they help bring to the 
community, is always a great 
thing.

“Once it gets warm again, we 
will be bringing another simi-
lar series in the spring that will 
utilize the stage with concerts, 
movies and comedians. Some-
thing every month out here.”

Sophia Ayala attended the 
karaoke with her family. 

“It’s a little chilly, but it’s 
nice to spend time together,” 

Government Center dedicated
By Stephen Hunt
Dallas—The Oak Cliff Govern-
ment Center, a 74,000-square 
foot, $33 million facility locat-
ed at 702 East Jefferson, was 
officially dedicated by Dallas 
County officials on Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, in a ceremony outside 
the facility. 

The building, which houses 
the Justice of the Peace, Truan-
cy, Constable, and Tax depart-
ments, was completed in only 
16 months. 

“I’m so excited to be here 
for this grand opening,” Dallas 
County administrator Darryl 
Martin said. “Back in August of 
2020, Dr. (Elba) Garcia, myself 
and other dignitaries stood on 
this ground with a shovel and 
dirt for the groundbreaking. 

“It is not a Dallas County fa-
cility. It is a community facility 
for the people in this commu-
nity.”

Martin was quick to add that 
the $400 million of the coun-
ty’s current construction proj-
ects, which included the new 
government center, are being 
completed without raising tax-
es.  

Following some brief open-
ing remarks by Martin, Father 
Benito Tamez of the Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Parish in 
Oak Cliff gave an invocation 
and then blessed the building 
by sprinkling holy water out-
side the main entrance. 

Dr. Elba Garcia, Dallas 
County commissioner for Dis-
trict 4, feels center’s opening 
was long overdue.

“It was about time,” Dr. Gar-
cia said. “Our old facility was 
dated. The maintenance of that 
building was almost impossi-

ble. 
“We have gone from $100 

million in deferred mainte-
nance to less than $20 million, 
all without raising bonds and 
taxes. The new Oak Cliff Gov-
ernment Center will also be a 
voting center where you will be 
able to come and vote.”

Dr. Garcia might be most 
proud of the artwork the new 
facility includes by artists from 
Dallas and Oak Cliff.

“To all the artists that partic-
ipated in this project, your tal-
ent, commitment and engage-
ment is really appreciated,” Dr. 
Garcia said. 

Dallas County Judge Clay 
Jenkins offered some brief re-
marks on the new facility. 

“This is a very exciting mo-
ment in Dallas County history,” 
Jenkins said. “This new, state-
of-the-art building is in the 
heart of Oak Cliff, which used 
to be its own city. 

“We want to honor the con-
nection with the community by 
ensuring the community had 
its own courthouse where its 
elected officials could serve the 
public in an efficient, first-class 
facility. I want to thank all the 
workers who worked on this 
building.”

GFF Architects designed 
the building, working closely 
with Dallas County officials to 
deliver a facility, which will ef-
fectively serve residents and be 
aesthetically pleasing. 

“Throughout the design 
and planning process, Dallas 
County really emphasized their 
commitment to innovating to 
accommodate the growing and 
changing needs of the county 
taxpayers and employers,” Ma-

ria Gomez with GFF Architects 
said. 

“The building was designed 
to have a presence as a city 
structure and to be inviting to 
the community. This outdoor 
space is for the community to 
use and enjoy. This new facili-
ty is on track to be a lead silver 

facility that prioritizes sustain-
able practices. The landscape 
design is paired with water 
irrigation systems and native 
plant species with a strong 
American Southwest influence 
that are drought tolerant, heat 

Staff Report
Irving–More than 300 people 
gathered at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens in Irving for the 
annual Wreaths Across America 
ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 18.  

“We are so glad to see so 
many faces here, consider-
ing the sudden cold front this 
morning,” Ron Alexander, 
manager for Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens, said. “Last year 
with COVID restrictions, the 
ceremony was virtual with only 
the committee and police and 
fire representatives present. 
It’s so good to have so many 
here in person.”

The ceremony and program 
offers the community a way to 
recognize, remember and say 
thank you to the citizens who 

served in the armed forces. 
Each December on Nation-
al Wreaths Across America 
Day, the mission to “Remem-
ber, Honor and Teach” is 
carried out by coordinating 
wreath-laying ceremonies at 
Arlington National Cemetery, 
and cemeteries around the 
country.

“This is the twelfth year the 
event has been held in Irving, 
and this year, of the 2.5 million 
wreaths being laid on graves 
at the 3,200 cemeteries across 
our country, 1,885 wreaths are 
being place in cemeteries in 
Irving,” Gary Lee Westerman, 
owner of Brown Memorial Fu-
neral Home and co-coordina-
tor of the event, said. “All the 
wreaths come from families 

and companies in Irving who 
find this project and remem-
brance important enough to 
purchase wreaths. During the 
ceremony, we teach about the 
fact that freedom isn’t free. We 
need to teach our children’s 
children about what is to be a 
veteran, the story behind Taps 
and why the flag is folded thir-
teen times in to the well-known 
triangle.”

Mike Korzenewki of Colonial 
Funeral Home sings with the 
Silvertones, who provided pa-
triotic tributes in song during 
the program.  

“I look forward each year to 
this time when we can honor 
those who gave up a part of 

Fallen veterans honored at Christmas

An Irving police officer helps attach a wreath to a railing during the Wreaths Across America ceremony. /Photo by John 
Starkey. 

See CAROL-OKE
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Dallas—New opportunities for 
the next generation of high-tech 
workers are being created with 
the help of two state grants 
totaling $2.5 million, changing 
the trajectory of students at 
Dallas College who either want 
to launch a new vocation or find 
a more a rewarding career.

As part of a consortium with 
Tarrant County College and 
Paris Junior College, Dallas 
College will create an infor-
mation technology workforce 
pipeline across the region 
from Hunt, Dallas and Tarrant 
counties. That project recently 
received $2 million from the 
Texas Higher Education Co-
ordinating Board (THECB). 
The award toward upskill-
ing and reskilling students 
for in-demand jobs aligns 
technology pathways with 
the needs of workforce. That 

Grants to help train workers at Dallas College
means readying more work-
ers for careers in cyber secu-
rity, information technology 
and cloud computing, said 
Gloria Smith, associate vice 
chancellor for career connect-
ed learning at Dallas College. 
“This collaboration allows us 
to shape the workforce pipe-
line,” Smith said. “If you look 
a map, [the] DFW region in-
cludes Hunt, Dallas, and Tar-
rant counties, a huge swath 
that needs a talent pipeline 
that will connect individuals 
to opportunities. This consor-
tium will enhance, develop, 
align, and implement IT mi-
cro-credentials to strengthen 
course and program offerings 
across the region. We really 
want to create a network of ser-
vices, so we can partner with 
other community colleges, es-
pecially those in rural areas.” 

Information technology has 
become one of the most rap-
idly growing areas of em-
ployment opportunities. The 
DFW Metroplex is a major 
financial and telecommuni-
cations hub, so cybersecurity 
professionals are always high-
ly sought-after in this region 
to identify, analyze, and miti-
gate system network threats. 
The latest employment income 
projections for trained profes-
sionals entering these occu-
pations are between $40,000 
and $50,000 annually. 
The second grant is an award 
to Dallas College of $500,000 
from THECB. It will finance 
a collaboration among Dal-
las College, the University of 
North Texas at Dallas, the city 
of Dallas and Dallas Coun-
ty to develop a public safety 
workforce pipeline, funding 

training to certify security of-
ficers, 911 dispatchers and 
basic peace officers with cre-
dentials that range from cer-
tificates to associate degrees. 
Dallas College chancellor Dr. 
Joe May, who was instrumen-
tal in pushing for the grants 
on the state-level, expressed 
gratitude for the funds say-
ing they would also go far to 
solve some of the challenges 
brought on by the pandemic. 
“Dallas College is looking for-
ward to working with its part-
ners to maximize opportunities 
for our students who are sty-
mied by economic disparities,” 
Dr. May said. “Part of Dallas 
College’s mission is to serve 
individuals and industries and 
help close the gap between job 
readiness and job opportu-
nities. We have a community 
of individuals who are look-

ing for the right opportunity 
that will propel them to find-
ing careers that will provide 
long term financial stability.” 
In total, THECB awarded $26 
million to 46 schools across 
the state in the latest release 
of funding awards. Under the 
funding agreements, institu-
tions may use these Texas Re-
skilling and Upskilling through 
Education Institutional Capac-
ity Grants to rapidly create, 
expand, or redesign short-
term postsecondary workforce 
credentials and training pro-
grams in high-demand occu-

pational areas. THECB is the 
author of the 60x30TX plan, 
an ambitious effort to provide 
60 percent of young adults 
in the state with post-sec-
ondary credentials by 2030. 
“We need to get our Texas 
students and displaced work-
ers onto a fast track to lasting 
careers that equip them for 
greater economic mobility,” 
commissioner of higher educa-
tion Harrison Keller said. “We 
applaud our two-year institu-
tions for committing to this 
challenge.”

SOURCE Dallas College

Over 4 million Texas resi-
dents, including almost one in 
five children, struggled against 
hunger in recent years, accord-
ing to a new report by Hunger 
Free America, a national non-
profit group.

“It’s heartbreaking that, be-
cause of low wages and inad-
equate safety net programs in 
the state, Texas is experiencing 
a hunger crisis, which devas-
tates children, working adults, 
people with disabilities, se-
niors, and veterans,” Joel Berg, 
Hunger Free America’s CEO, 
said.

The report found that, 
from 2018 to 2020, an aver-
age 4,112,002 Texas residents 
lived in food insecure homes, 
meaning they were unable to 
always afford an adequate sup-
ply of food, according to USDA 
data analyzed by Hunger Free 
America.

Despite these dire numbers, 
the report found increased fed-
eral spending on the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) directly cor-
related to a sharp decrease in 
hunger in Texas between July 
of 2020 and August of 2021.

During the pandemic the 
number of Texans who “didn’t 
have enough to eat” in a one-
week period soared to over 3 
million in July of 2020, but 
dropped to just over 1.5 million 
by August of 2021, according to 
U.S. Census Household Pulse 
data analyzed by the report.

The 50 percent drop in food 
insufficiency in Texas coincided 
with a massive boost in federal 
food and cash aid. From April 
2020 to April 2021, federal 
spending on the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) rose over 30 percent, 
from just over $600 million to 
$800 million, monthly.

“The massive, historic in-
crease in federal food and cash 
benefits significantly softened 
the blow of the hunger crisis 
during the pandemic,” Berg 
said. “While tens of millions 
nationwide suffered mighti-
ly from food hardship during 
the pandemic, with countless 
numbers forced to skip meals, 
reduce portion sizes, and/or 
buy less nutritious but less ex-
pensive food, we did not face 
an actual famine like in the 
developing world because the 
government rapidly and effec-
tively expanded the safety net. 

“We are extremely grateful 
that our federal leaders pro-
vided these extra funds and 
benefits, and that state, county 
and city workers nationwide 
toiled under exceedingly diffi-

cult circumstances to effective-
ly enable struggling families 
to access them. However, with 
millions of Texans not having 
enough to eat in just a one-
week period, we clearly have 
our collective work cut out for 
us to enact the public policies 
needed to end hunger and slash 
the poverty that causes it.”

Former US Ambassador and 
Under Secretary for Food, Nu-
trition, and Consumer Services 
at the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Eric M. Bost is a mem-
ber of Hunger Free America’s 
board of directors. 

“For decades we have known 
two things: One, hunger has 
been unconscionably high in 
Texas for many years because 
low wages prevent Texans 
from being able to afford ba-
sic costs of living,” Bost said. 
“Two, the most effective and 
immediate solution to hun-
ger is to help struggling fam-
ilies access more government 
safety net programs. This 
ground-breaking new report 
shows that, as hunger spiked 
further during the pandemic, 
those two things became truer 
than ever. That’s why the pub-
lic should strongly support the 
work of Hunger Free America, 
one of the nation’s leaders in 
connecting families with such 
food benefits.

Other findings of the study:
Nationally, 11.4 percent of 

Americans were found to live 
in food insecure households 
between 2018 and 2020, ac-
cording to USDA food insecu-
rity data analyzed by Hunger 
Free America. The states with 
the highest rates of food inse-
cure individuals from 2018-20 
were Mississippi (16.3 per-
cent), Oklahoma (16.2 per-
cent), West Virginia (15.6 per-
cent), Louisiana (15.2 percent), 
and Kentucky (14.9 percent).

15.3 percent (nearly one in 
six) of all children in the U.S. 
lived in food insecure house-
holds. The states with the 
highest rates of food insecure 
children were Kentucky (21.0 
percent), West Virginia (20.7 
percent), Mississippi (20.2 
percent), Oklahoma (20.2 per-
cent), and North Carolina (19.6 
percent).

9.7 percent of employed 
adults in the U.S. lived in food 
insecure households. That 
means that one in ten working 
adults in the country could not 
afford to fully fill their grocery 
carts all year.

The states with the highest 
rates of food insecurity among 
employed adults were Oklaho-
ma (14.8 percent), Mississippi 

(13.4 percent), Louisiana (12.7 
percent), Alabama (12.6 per-
cent), and West Virginia (12.6 
percent).

In the U.S., 7.1 percent of 
older Americans (one in 14), 
defined as people 60 years and 
older, lived in food insecure 
households. District of Colum-
bia had the highest rate of food 
insecurity among older Amer-
icans at 13.7 percent followed 
by Mississippi (11.8 percent), 
Louisiana (11.3 percent), West 
Virginia (10.0 percent), and 
Kentucky (9.9 percent).

Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
West Virginia, Louisiana, and 
Alabama were consistently on 
the lists of the top ten states 
with the highest rates of food 
insecurity for overall individu-
als, children, employed adults, 
and older Americans.

50 percent of responding 
food pantries and soup kitch-
ens that responded to a nation-
wide survey by Hunger Free 

Many Texans remain food insecure
Americas reported that they 
served more people in 2021 
than 2020.

The report includes detailed 
public policy recommenda-
tions at the federal, state, and 
city levels, including calling for 
the rapid passage by the U.S. 
Senate of the Build Back Bet-
ter Bill, just passed by the U.S 
House, because it continues 
and expands the government 
pandemic social safety net. 

“Hungry Americans urgently 
need the U.S. Senate to Build 
Back Better Bill to not only pre-
vent a relapse into the worst of 
the pandemic, but to also slash 
child poverty and hunger in the 
long-run,” Berg said. “The bill 
is an important down payment 
on the broader economic and 
governmental steps we need to 
take in the future to finally end 
domestic hunger and ensure 
access to affordable, nutritious 
food for all Americans.”

SOURCE Hunger Free America
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Ayala said. “The lights and the 
holiday spirit; I’m very into the 
holiday spirit.”

Ayala’s favorite Christmas 
carol is ‘Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer.’ 

“I love singing it, and my 
kids love to hear it,” Ayala said.

Clark Teemant was at the 
event with his family. 

“I like that it’s open for ev-
eryone to come hang out with 
their families,” Teemant said. 
“The park is really nice and 

singing is always nice too. My 
favorite Christmas carol is ac-
tually ‘The First Noel.’”

Mary-Ann Salmon attended 
with a group. 

“We happened to come look-
ing at lights,” Salmon said. “We 
wanted to see the new finished 
downtown area, and we hap-
pened upon [Carol-oke]. It is 
fantastic. We’re loving it. I love 
all the lights. Everyone is free to 
come up and sing, so it makes it 
a lot of fun for families.”

Noah Bridges has dreamed 
of being a firefighter, specifi-
cally a fire chief, since he was 
a little boy. Thanks to the op-
portunities offered by the fire 
technology program at Singley 
Academy and Irving ISD, his 
wishes are on the fast track to 
becoming his reality.

“I love the concept of show-
ing up on the worst day of 
someone’s life, their house is 
on fire, they’ve been in a car 
accident, to make it better,” 
Bridges, a senior, said. “That 
resonates with me, and the 
experiences in this program at 
Singley have prepared me for 
that.”

From learning firefighting 
technology terminology, par-
ticipating in weekly workouts 

and dressing in uniform every 
Wednesday to learning the ins 
and outs of a district-owned 
fire engine and conducting live 
fire drills, Bridges has appreci-
ated every opportunity made 
available to him and his class-
mates.

“I wasn’t all that interested 
in all of this in the beginning, 
but I slowly learned that I re-
ally like the sharp look of the 
uniform, the combat boots, 
the black pants,” he said. “The 
workouts, I warmed up to, be-
cause they helped me gain con-
fidence by making me stronger 
and teaching me my limits and 
how to push past them.”

Now working out is a part of 
his daily regimen and some-

thing he willingly does on 
his own time. He also enjoys 
watching movies, drawing 
(pencil and digital), and he 
participates in his school’s the-
atre productions.

“Noah Bridges is a stand 
out senior fire student,” Sin-
gley fire technology instructor 
Frederick Crump said. “He is 
always the first one to help, 
and he has persevered through 
having asthma and now excels 
in the grueling physical tasks 
that are required.”

Bridges hopes to earn his 
fire certification by the time he 
completes the high school pro-
gram. He has already earned a 
CPR certification through the 
district as a sophomore.

Singley fire tech student 
blazes trail to success

The Irving Police Depart-
ment issued four warrants for 
Tangela Smith in reference to 
the accident, which claimed 
the life of 8-month-old Kassi-
dy Smith after she fell out of a 
moving vehicle. 

Tangela’s charges are for In-
jury to a Child Causing Serious 
Bodily Injury and three charges 
for Endangering a Child for the 
three children in the car; ages 
2, 3 and 6. 

The charges are the result of 
a police investigation of a crash 
between a vehicle and a child at 
the intersection of N. MacAr-
thur Blvd and Ranchview Dr. 
on Nov. 14. The accident oc-
curred when Kassidy Smith fell 
out of a vehicle in the intersec-
tion. The child was struck by a 
vehicle that continued without 
stopping. 

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Warrants issued 
for driver

Austin—The Texas Secretary 
of State’s office issued an ex-
haustive document request 
of publicly available election 
materials from Collin, Dallas, 
Harris and Tarrant counties as 
part of the office’s Full Forensic 
Audit of the November 2020 
General Election. 

The document request, 
which covers more election 
materials than any other elec-
tion audit in the United States 

to date, includes all documents 
that county election officials 
are required to maintain for 
22 months following each elec-
tion. In total, the full forensic 
audit of these counties will cov-
er approximately 35 percent of 
all votes cast in the November 
2020 General Election in Tex-
as.

“Texas is leading in election 
integrity,” Secretary John Scott 
said. “As we embark on Phase 

2 of our agency’s Full Forensic 
Audit of the 2020 Election, we 
want to ensure every single el-
igible Texas voter knows that 
ballots in Texas are being prop-
erly processed, tabulated, and 
reported by county election 
officials in accordance with 
state and federal law. Where 
there are irregularities or is-
sues discovered, our office will 
absolutely be fully transpar-
ent about our findings. To the 

extent that systemic reforms 
to our election processes are 
needed, we will report those to 
the Texas Legislature. We will 
refer any and all information 
to the Texas Attorney General’s 
office for investigation.”

A summary of findings of 
Phase 1 of the audit will be is-
sued publicly by the end of De-
cember 2021.
SOURCE Office of the Texas Secretary 

of State

“I didn’t know I’d get 
CPR-certified in high school,” 
he said. “It’s pretty cool.”

After high school, Bridges 
plans to attend the fire acade-
my at Dallas College through 
the Dallas County Promise. 
Through this initiative, stu-
dents are provided up to three 
years of college tuition totaling 
$75,000 or more.

“While I’m doing that, I’m 
going to look for jobs that I 
can take at fire stations to gain 
experience as I’m going to 
school,” he said. “Once I finish 
college and I’m working full-
time at whatever station I’m 
at, I’m going to work toward 
becoming a chief.”

SOURCE Irving ISD

Election documents requested
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Irving

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0122-01 Wagon Wheel Wa-
ter Tower Rehab.   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. 
Bids can be submitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Thursday, January 13, 2022, 
at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town Center, at which 
time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a 
virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, Thursday, January 
6, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019.

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, January 6, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8_uT20mGRWOqjNRm
xEibYw

Bid Open – Thursday, January 13, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v79DSYvSTpe8ANign
m7t0w

Coppell

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process: Public Participation
PI Tower Development, LLC proposes the construction of a monopole 
telecommunications tower within a 1,834 square foot lease area at 5000 
N State Hwy 161, Irving, Dallas County, TX. Proposed project will in-
clude ground disturbance. Members of the public interested in submit-
ting comments on the possible effects on historic properties included in 
or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places may 
send their comments to Andrew Smith, RESCOM Environmental Corp., 
PO Box 361 Petoskey, MI 49770 or call 260-385-6999.

IMCS Group, Inc. has multiple openings at multiple levels for the fol-
lowing positions: 

Bachelor’s only/equiv.: Training and Development Specialist 
(ITDS21): Design or conduct work-related training and development pro-
grams to improve individual skills or organizational performance. Java 
Developer V (IJDV21): Develop and implement web applications.

Master’s+2 yrs. exp/equiv:  Chief  Operating  Officer 
(ICOO21): CAPEX Planning and Control, Project Implementation, 
JIRA, Agile, Scrum. 

Mail resume with job ID # to HR: 9901 East Valley Ranch Parkway, 
Suite 3020, Irving, TX 75063. Unanticipated work site locations through-
out U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted.

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL

ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-772
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY OF 
COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANTING A 
CHANGE IN ZONING  FROM PD-231-H (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 231 
– HISTORIC) TO PD-231R1A-H (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 231 – REVI-
SION 1A- HISTORIC) TO ALLOW THE EXISTING SINGLE FAMILY RES-
IDENCE AT 528 SOUTH COPPELL ROAD, BEING A 0.227 ACRE TRACT 
OF LAND LOCATED AT 528 S. COPPELL ROAD, BEING MORE PARTIC-
ULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART HEREOF FOR ALL PURPOSES, PROVIDING FOR THE APPROV-
AL OF THE CURRENT BUILDING CONFIGURATION AS DEPICTED ON 
THE SURVEY ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT “A”, PROVIDING A RE-
PEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVID-
ING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO 
EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR 
EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-773
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY OF 
COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANTING A 
CHANGE IN ZONING  FROM PD-231-H (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 
231 – HISTORIC) TO PD-231R1B-H (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 231 – 
REVISION 1B- HISTORIC) TO ALLOW THE EXISTING SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENCE, BEING A 0.22 ACRE TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 532 S. 
COPPELL ROAD, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIB-
IT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF FOR ALL PUR-
POSES, PROVIDING FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE CURRENT BUILD-
ING CONFIGURATION AS DEPICTED ON THE DEED & SITE PLAN 
ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBITS “A” & “B”, RESPECTIVELY, PROVID-
ING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-774
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY OF 
COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANTING A 
CHANGE IN A ZONING FROM PD-221R9R2-HC (PLANNED DEVEL-
OPMENT-221 REVISION 9 REVISION 2- HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL) TO 
PD-221R9R3-HC (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT-221 REVISION 9 REVI-
SION 3-HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL) TO AMEND THE PLANNED DEVEL-
OPMENT TO ATTACH A DETAIL SITE PLAN TO ALLOW A 138 ROOM 
RESIDENCE HOTEL AND A 134 ROOM HOTEL ON 5.49 ACRES OF 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF POINT WEST 
BOULEVARD AND DIVIDEND DRIVE, AND BEING MORE PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND INCORPO-
RATED HEREIN; PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL OF THE OVERALL SITE 
PLAN, DETAIL SITE PLAN, BUILDING ELEVATIONS AND FIRST FLOOR 
PLANS, AND LANDSCAPE PLAN, AND ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIB-
ITS “B” THROUGH “D”; AND PROVIDING FOR DEVELOPMENT REG-
ULATIONS; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEV-
ERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EF-
FECTIVE DATE.
 
ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-775
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY 
OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANT-

ING A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM PD-297-HC (PLANNED DEVELOP-
MENT-297-HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL)  TO PD-297R-HC (PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT-297 REVISED -HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL)  TO REPEAL 
THE EXISTING SITE PLAN TO APPROVE AND ESTABLISH A NEW 
CONCEPT SITE PLAN FOR HOTELS, AN OFFICE/WAREHOUSE AND A 
COMMERCIAL BUILDING ON 16.57 ACRES OF PROPERTY AND A DE-
TAIL SITE PLAN FOR TWO HOTELS, ON APPROXIMATELY 6.01 ACRES 
OF LAND, AND A DETAIL SITE PLAN FOR AN OFFICE/WAREHOUSE 
BUILDING ON 9.01 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SANDY LAKE ROAD AND SH 121, AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND 
INCORPORATED HEREIN; AND AN AMENDMENT TO THE 2030 COM-
PREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN FROM FREEWAY SPECIAL DISTRICT TO 
INDUSTRIAL SPECIAL DISTRICT ON APPROXIMATELY 9.01 ACRES , 
OF LAND IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXHIBIT “B”; AND PROVIDING FOR 
APPROVAL OF THE  CONCEPT PLAN & PHASING PLAN, DETAIL SITE 
PLAN, LANDSCAPE PLAN, TREE SURVEY, PHASE I OFFICE/WARE-
HOUSE ELEVATIONS, PHASE II HOTEL ELEVATIONS, HOTEL FIRST 
FLOOR PLANS, HOTEL FLOORS PLAN ON FLOORS 2-5, PHASE III HO-
TEL ELEVATIONS, PHASE III FIRST FLOOR PLANS, PHASE III FLOORS 
PLAN ON FLOOR 2-5, PHASE III ROOM LAYOUT, MONUMENT SIGNS, 
40-FOOT MULTI-TENANT PYLON SIGN, AND FOCAL POINT EXHIBIT,    
ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBITS “B” THOUGH “K”, RESPECTIVELY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; PROVIDING A 
REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVID-
ING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EX-
CEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH 
OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-776
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY 
OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANTING 
A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM LI (SUP) TO PD-307-LI (PLANNED DE-
VELOPMENT-307- LIGHT INDUSTRIAL), TO ESTABLISH A DETAIL SITE 
PLAN FOR A NEW 4,504-SF CONVENIENCE STORE BUILDING WITH 
RESTAURANT, WITH ADDITIONAL FUEL PUMPS ON 0.919 ACRES OF 
LAND LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF S. MACARTHUR 
BLVD. AND E. BELT LINE ROAD AT 1301 E. BELT LINE ROAD, AND 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN; PROVIDING FOR APPROV-
AL OF THE  DETAIL SITE PLAN, LANDSCAPE PLAN/TREE SURVEY 
AND BUILDING ELEVATIONS ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBITS “B” 
THOUGH “D”; AND PROVIDING FOR DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; 
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY 
OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.
 
ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-765C
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, CORRECTING 
THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE NUMBER 91500-A-765 
OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AS HERETOFORE CORRECTING A 
SCRIVENER’S ERROR IN SECTION 2 OF SAID ORDINANCE TO ALLOW 
FOR PLANNED DEVELOPMENT FOR COMMERCIAL USES AND TWO 
(2) RESTAURANTS USES WITHIN THE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT; 
PROVIDING HOURS OF OPERATION, LANDSCAPING PLAN, DETAIL 
SITE PLAN ON 0.842 ACRES OF LAND, LOCATED AT 205 N. DENTON 
TAP RD; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

at these shows. When you see a 
kid that probably doesn’t get a 
lot of high-fives in the hallway 
at school, but here, everybody’s 
cheering and applauding for 
them, I think that’s a really 
special thing to have in these 
diverse and inclusive spaces 
where everyone can be them-
selves.”

Helping small businesses, 
which like Fan Expo have had a 

their life to protect our free-
doms and so many things we 
take for granted that we enjoy,” 
Korzenewki said. “Our special 
appreciation to those who gave 
their lives for these principles.”

Part of the program features 
local veterans or family mem-
bers of a veteran, placing a 

wreath in recognition of each 
branch of the United States 
military, as well as the Mer-
chant Marines, recognizing 
MIA and POW personnel who 
never returned home to their 
families.  

“In the Irving ceremony, we 
also represent our local first re-

Atos IT Solutions and Services Inc. Irving, TX. PCI Compliance Account 
Manager. Provide strategic advisory to ensure sound architecture & 
control effectiveness. Associates deg in IT, or rel. 10 yrs exp as internal 
SME, third-party consultant, or rel. Other exp reqd. To apply:  https://
atos.net/en/careers. Job ID 326030. 

DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

 Sam Rayburn Shelton, Jr. Mar 21, 1944 ~ Dec 15, 2021
 Martha Ann Smith  July 29, 1930 ~ Dec 19, 2021
    Colonial Funeral Home

972-579-1313
 Janice Davenport   June 8, 1947 ~ Dec 14, 2021
 Janet Marie Wall  May 13, 1931 ~ Dec 21, 2021

sponders with wreath laying for 
each department, honoring the 
two fire and two police person-
al Line of Duty deaths buried 
at Oak Grove and adjoining Kit 
Cemetery,” Westerman said. 
“We are fortunate to also have 
both Irving Police and Fire De-
partment Honor Guard escort 

wreath presenters, performing 
pipes and drums.”

All attendees are invited to 
place the wreaths given by the 
community on graves through-
out the cemetery.

“[Attendees] are asked to 
say the name of the veteran, 
so they are remembered prop-
erly as they set a wreath on a 
grave,” Charlotte Waldrum, an 
event coordinator, said. “We 
have Boy and Girl Scout 
Troops, church and school 
groups, companies, veteran 
organizations bring anywhere 
from half a dozen to as many as 
80 people. We are not here to 
decorate graves. We are here to 
remember not their deaths, but 
their lives. Each wreath is a gift 
of appreciation from a grateful 
America.”

“With this program and the 
broad spectrum of volunteers, 
community leaders and attend-
ees, it is evident as it was spo-
ken during the program that 
‘as a nation standing together, 
we can defeat terrorism, ha-
tred and injustice,” Westerman 
said. “Thanks to our veterans, 
we have the freedom to do just 
that.” Volunteers, Rebecca Brown-Forman, and Drew, Zoe and Mike Brown, gather wreaths to place on graves. /Photo by John 

Starkey.

Members of the Irving Police Department fold an American flag.  /Photo by 
John Starkey.

A young person has her picture taken with Buddy the Elf, Santa Claus, and a 
Star Wars character. /Photo by Stephen Hunt.

Life Tributes
Geraldine C. Taylor passed 
away December 18, 2021 
in Arlington, TX. She was 
born to Maybell and James 
Cameron on September 
11, 1939 in Dallas, TX. 
Gerry was a longtime res-
ident of Irving, TX where 
she was Director of Irving 
Aid. She worked with many 
of the churches as well as 
the residence of Irving. Ger-
ry was well loved by many 
in the community of Irving 
and will be greatly missed. 
She is survived by her loving 
husband, James L. Taylor; step-
son, Gerald Taylor of Clayton, 
North Carolina; daughter, Pa-
mela Hines of Dallas, TX. and 
step-daughter, Kelly (Taylor) 
Copeland of Jackson, Mis-
souri; 6 grandchildren and 
5 1/2 great grandchildren. 

 Funeral service will be held 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 
at the Blessing Funeral Home 
chapel at 2:00PM. Burial will 
follow at Hawkins Cemetery 
in Arlington.  Services are un-
der the direction of Blessing 
Funeral Home, 401 Elm. St., 
Mansfield, TX 76063.

GERALDINE C. TAYLOR

rough go of things over the last 
few years because of the pan-
demic, is another thing driving 
these events. 

“We look at all these vendors 
here as small businesses, and 
we want them to be here for the 
long haul. We want our fans 
to come and support them,” 
Donaldson said. “A big part of 
the reason for today was small 
businesses, a place to go shop-
ping with no shipping hassles. 
You pick it up today, have some 
fun and make merry for an af-
ternoon.”

Freelance Writers Wanted
For more info call 972-870-1992
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 Do you know or 
have a passion for
design? Rambler 

Newspapers is now
hiring a part-time 
design editor to
create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email design@ram-
blernewspapers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

GIVE US A CALL
972-870-1992

Need customers?

FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Macy’s
2. Who benefits?
3. Rudolph has a shiny red nose
4. Chuck E. Cheese
5. A cooler, darker area on the 
surface of the sun
6. Richard Nixon, who also 
could play four other instru-
ments
7. “Hamilton”
8. A buffet with a variety of 
dishes

1. MOVIES: What is the 
name of the department store 
where Kris Kringle works in 
the 1947 “Miracle on 34th 
Street”?

2. LANGUAGE: What is the 
English equivalent of the Latin 
phrase, “Cui bono”?

3. TELEVISION: Why do the 
other reindeer tease Rudolph 
in the Christmas TV movie?

4. AD SLOGANS: Which 
family restaurant advertises it-
self as a place “where a kid can 
be a kid”?

5. ASTRONOMY: What is a 
sunspot?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: 
Which president was a classi-
cally trained pianist?

Boot-Camp for 
Veteran-Owned

Businesses
Last summer, the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs 
brought together 80 women 
veteran business owners for a 
six-month boot camp hosted 
by PenFed and the VA Office of 
Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization (OSDBU). The 
goal: teach them how to grow 
their businesses.

The education they received 
was like a fast-tracked MBA 
with hands-on classes in prod-
uct/market analysis, business 
development and more. At the 
end of the six months there was 
a pitch competition to win a 
grant for their business. 

The Veteran Entrepreneur 
Investment Program (VEIP), 
in collaboration with PenFed, 
has much to offer veterans who 
already have a business up and 
running.

To learn more about Pen-
Fed, go to veip.penfedfoun-
dation.org. Read about its 
various programs, especially 
the Master’s Program start-up 

* The Greek playwright 
Aeschylus was killed in 455 
B.C. when an eagle, mistak-
ing his bald head for a rock, 
dropped a tortoise on it. Ac-
cording to Pliny, Aeschylus was 
spending a lot of time in the 
open to avoid a prophecy that 
he would be killed by a falling 
object!

* Soviet tenor Victor Iva-
novich Nikitin had such an 
appealing voice that when he 
sang to his Soviet comrades 
during World War II, German 
troops on the Eastern Front 
ceased fire to listen.

* The human heart can 
squirt blood up to a distance of 
30 feet.

* The American football 
huddle was invented in 1892 
by Paul Hubbard, a quarter-
back from then all-deaf Gal-
laudet University, to stop the 
opposing team from reading 
their signs.

* A woman who was blinded 
in an accident developed mul-
tiple personalities -- some of 
which could see.

* An average raindrop falls at 
a speed of roughly 7 mph.

* When it comes to educat-
ing future billionaires, Harvard 
University holds the lead with 
an astonishing 29 billionaire 
alumni as of 2021.

* A town named Hell in Nor-
way freezes over quite regular-
ly.

* Do your lips get annoyingly 
dry in the winter? Better read 
the ingredients in that lip balm, 
as quite a few of them contain 
salicylic acid, which can exac-
erbate the problem and cause 
your lips to peel -- necessitat-
ing even more lip balm.

* The first plant to flower 
and produce seeds in space was 
Arabidopsis thaliana, grown in 
1982 by the crew of the Soviet 
Salyut 7 on the International 
Space Station.

* It is illegal to step on mon-
ey in Thailand because you 
would be insulting the king by 
treading on his picture.

* Rats cannot vomit. Neither 
can horses.

***
Thought for the Day: “The 

only path wide enough for us 
all is love.” -- Kamand Kojou

fundraising accelerator. Appli-
cation deadline for the Spring 
2022 program is Jan. 30. The 
eight-week program is part of 
an intensive one-year Master’s 
Program. Classes are open to 
veterans and their spouses who 
own businesses, and include 
fundraising coaching, mentor 
matching and investor deal 
day.

If you don’t qualify for the 
Master’s Program because 
you don’t have the required 
number of years running your 
business or because you hav-
en’t even started your business, 
there is other help for you.

The Small Business Admin-
istration offers support, grants, 
low-interest loans and more 
to veteran owners of small 
businesses under the “Patriot 
Express” program. Search the 
VA website (va.gov) for small 
business. Look carefully at the 
eligibility requirements, such 
as that the business needs to be 
more that 51% veteran-owned. 
Look for information at the 
OSDBU website.

If your location to open a 
business is flexible, check the 
VEIP website (veip.penfed-
foundation.org) for its list of 

top cities for veteran entrepre-
neurs. Find out which locations 
top the list in categories such as 
growing economy, support for 
veterans and ability to start a 
business. Don’t miss the list of 
emerging cities to get ahead of 
the curve.

7. THEATER: What musi-
cal features a group of women 
called The Schuyler Sisters?

8. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
a smorgasbord?

9. GEOGRAPHY: In what 
body of water does the island of 
Barbados lie?

10. LITERATURE: Which 
famous 19th-century novel be-
gins with the line, “Christmas 
won’t be Christmas without 
any presents.”
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FUN & GAMES

* To prevent candle wax 
from sticking to a candlehold-
er, swipe the inside with a little 
olive oil. It’ll do the trick!

* Make your own gift wrap 
from everyday items like news-
paper (think color comics) and 
children’s drawings, which 
can be glued together along 
the edges. For a really unique 
wrapping, try inexpensive fab-
ric.

* Cookies are so fun to make 
(and to eat). To save some of 
your favorites for the new year, 
simply place dough balls on a 
cookie sheet and freeze. Pop 
into a freezer-safe bag, and you 
can have freshly baked cookies 
pretty much anytime! -- JoAnn

* “I have two carafes that I 
use for my breakfast bar. I keep 
coffee in one, and the other 
holds milk or cream. On hol-
iday nights, I prep the cream 
carafe and put it in the fridge. 
In the morning, while the first 
pot of coffee is brewing, I fill 
the coffee carafe with hot water 
and let it sit until the coffee is 
ready. It keeps the coffee hot 
longer. Then guests can serve 
themselves some coffee while 
the next pot is brewing.” -- D.A. 
in Ohio

* “Wine: Nobody I know is 
wasting it. But if you’re done 
before the bottle is, pour the 
leftover wine into ice-cube 
trays to save it. You can use it 
later in recipes or (my favorite) 
to chill a glass of wine!” -- E. in 
Florida

* A can opener’s crevices 
can be cleaned by “opening” a 
length of waxed paper. Kitchen 
scissors can be sharpened by 
folding a piece of aluminum 
foil and cutting through it with 
the scissors.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

The number of households 
headed by seniors in the next 
20 years is going to rise from 
34 million to 48 million. We’re 
going to want smart home de-
vices and bathtub grab bars 
(and a full bath on the ground 
floor), as well as voice activated 
gadgets, wider doorways and 
easy access through the front 
door.

We’ll also want accesso-
ry dwelling units (known as 
ADUs), such as in-law apart-
ments or additions, so others 
can be nearby but not living 
with us. (AARP and Lowe’s 
have announced a collabora-
tion to launch Lowe’s Livable 
Home, which will include ser-
vices and products to help us 
create and build what we need 
so we can stay in our homes. 
See its website at www.lowes.
com.)

Safety also is on our minds, 
and over half of us would move 
to another area if it’s safer. 
Nearly half would move if it 
lowered our expenses.

But we want a nice commu-
nity, too, with bike trails and 
fast internet, ideally a small 
town where stores and services 
are nearby.

If you want to see the survey 
questions and compare your 
own answers, go to www.aarp.
org and search for 2021 AARP 
Home and Community Prefer-
ences Survey.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

We want to stay home as we 
age. That much is clear from a 
recent survey by AARP.

The 70-question survey 

AARP Survey: We 
Want to Grow Older 

at Home

touched on all types of topics 
about home and community 
preferences, with responses 
broken down by age. Here are 
some of the answers from se-
niors age 50 and older:

77% of us want to stay in our 
own homes as we age.

79% of us want to stay in our 
communities as we age.

33% of us know we will need 
modifications to our homes so 
we can stay in them and be safe 
as well as independent.

OAK CLIFF
Continued from Page 1

tolerant and low maintenance 
to achieve an overall reduction 
in 50 percent in outdoor water 
use.”

Ryan Companies US han-
dled construction of the facili-
ty. 

Paul Rowsey, Ryan Com-
panies’ vice president of Real 
Estate Development for the 
Southwest Region, spoke about 
the new facility. 

“This really is a beautiful 
setting for a stunning facili-
ty,” Rowsey said. “Every time 

I come here, it pops. I’m so 
proud to see this building right 
here, the way it stands proud, 
just like this neighborhood. At 
Ryan Companies, we endeavor 
to build buildings where people 
can thrive. 

“This isn’t just a building; it’s 
not just material. It’s a living 
facility where people are going 
to live their lives and go about 
being awesome members of 
this community. We had a vi-
sion to transform a block right 
here in the heart of Oak Cliff to 

be beautiful, functional and an 
aesthetic facility.”

Notable local dignitaries in 
the crowd were Dallas Coun-
ty Constables Bill Gipson, II; 
Tracey Gulley, Michael Oroz-
co, and Edward Wright, Dallas 
County tax assessor/collector 
John Ames, president of the 
League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens (LULAC) Domin-
go Garcia, and Texas State Sen-
ator Royce West. 

The event concluded with an 
official ribbon cutting. 

By Arden Terry
Dallas—The Frontiers of Flight 
Museum hosted its annual San-
ta Day on Sunday, Dec. 12. 

The event was kicked off by 
the arrival of Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus from the North 
Pole via an Airbus helicopter. 
The museum opened up one of 
its wall doors, so people could 
watch the helicopter land from 
inside the museum. 

Once they settled inside the 
museum, Santa allowed chil-
dren to sit on his lap and take 
photos with him.

The event included holiday 
music, snacks, and activities 
for children. Youngsters could 
also have their photos tak-
en with characters from ‘Star 
Wars’ and ‘Ghostbusters.’ 

Natalia Ivchenko manages 
digital and internal commu-
nications at Airbus. She and 
some of her colleagues attend-
ed the event to ensure the heli-
copter arrived safely.

“[Airbus] has been partners 
with the museum for a very 
long time,” Ivchenko said. 
“This is not our first time pro-
viding the helicopter of this 
event, and we have had a really 
great working relationship and 
partnership with the museum 
for many, many years.

“The helicopter we provided 
is an Airbus H1 25 model. It 
seems like both Santa and Mrs. 

Claus enjoyed their ride.”
Luis Gonzalez, development 

director for Frontiers of Flight, 
was happy with the event.

“We have educational activ-
ities,” Gonzalez said. “One of 
the things we’re really big on 
is having STEM activities that 
connect the experience of avi-
ation, the educational, science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematic techniques that 
are necessary to make these 
things happen. The kids think 
they’re having fun, but they’re 
also learning, which is essential 
to engage kids in STEM to cre-
ate some desire to explore edu-
cation in these careers. There is 
right now a shortage of pilots, 

so we need our young people 
to think about becoming pilots 
and space explorers.”

Nathan Klemm and his fam-
ily enjoyed their time at the 
event.

“This is our third year com-
ing,” Klemm said. “We love it 
every year. My favorite part is 
actually Santa coming in on a 
helicopter.”

“It’s such a unique thing,” 
Caroline Jackson said. “You 
don’t get to see that anywhere 
else.”

“It’s a very good experience 
for the kids,” Starlyn Cryun 
said. “Seeing the helicopter 
come and the kids seeing Santa 
come in is a good experience.”

Santa arrives at Frontiers 
of Flight via helicopter

By Aubrey Turner
Irving—As winter tempera-
tures drop, the need for new 
coats, shoes, and warm clothes 
increases, especially for those 
who are experiencing housing 
uncertainty. Many Helping 
Hands is a local charity orga-
nization that works to meet the 
needs of the homeless in and 
around Irving. 

The organization held their 
annual winter event at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church on 
Dec. 5.  

“This is always on the first 
weekend in December,” Lana 
Hansen said. “Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church was the first 
to host this event, so we always 
host this event here. It is the 
perfect spot for being able to 
lay out all the items, so peo-
ple can see what they need. 
“We are supported by twenty 
churches in Irving. We work 
together to gather supplies 
for this event and the meal 

we serve every week. People 
are welcome to take as much 
as they like. There is no lim-
it. We want parents to be able 
to come and get some gifts for 
their children for Christmas, as 
well as to make sure everyone 
has the warm clothes they need 
throughout the season.”  

Jalen Bridges came to find 
essentials. 

“I am browsing around, find-
ing any clothes that may catch 
my eye,” Bridges said. “This is 
a great, positive environment, 
and there are so many items 
to look through. I would invite 
others to come up and check it 
out. The people who run this 
are kind and will help you get 
what you need.”  

Pat O’Reilly is a member of 
the board for the organization.

“This is important for folks 
in Texas, because the weather 
fluctuates so much,” O’Reilly 
said. “We help people who are 
on the streets, and it is diffi-

cult to keep up with clothes 
when it is freezing one day and 
eighty degrees the next. It is a 
challenge a lot of people do not 
think about, but storing clothes 
you are not wearing is difficult. 
We are always collecting coats 
for people.”  

Many Helping Hands offers 
other events throughout the 
year, as well as specialized care 
when a person begins a job. 

“We offer weekly meals for 
everyone, sponsored by differ-
ent churches in the commu-
nity,” Hansen said. “We also 
provide a week’s worth of bus 
passes when someone gets a 
job, plus whatever shoes or 
specialized items they may 
need for that job. We offer 
hygiene kits, especially when 
someone first joins us. Really 
though, we are providing love 
for people in our community. 
We want people in Irving to 
know they are important.”  

Many Helping Hands 
hosts winter event

Santa arrives at the Frontiers of Flight Museum by helicopter. /Photo by Arden 
Terry.

The Oak Cliff Government Center is officially dedicated by Dallas County officials with a ceremonial ribbon cutting. /
Photo by Stephen Hunt.
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By Arden Terry
Fort Worth—Bullfest 2021, 
the  2021 Ultimate Bullfight-
ing World Finals , was held in 
Fort Worth at the Cowtown 
Coliseum from Dec. 2 - 4 and 
Dec. 9 - 11. 

Unlike traditional bullfight-
ing, the bulls are not hurt in 
this style of bullfighting. 

Instead of riding a bull for 8 
seconds, bullfighters must keep 
a bull engaged for 60 seconds, 
virtually an eternity. Both bull 

Men and bulls faceoff during championship

and fighter can earn up to 50 
points for a total of 100 possi-
ble points. 

Holley Dunn from Mont-
gomery, Alabama, attended 
the event to support her two 
nephews.

“One of my nephews is Cross 
Dunn,” Dunn said. “He has 
stock here tonight, and he’s 
up for Stock Contractor of the 
year.

“My other nephew, Knox 
Dunn, he is number two 

[ranked bullfighter] right be-
hind Chance Mormon who is 
number one.

“I grew up in this kind of en-
vironment. My dad rode bulls. 
We have a family history of it. 
My brother, he rode bulls. My 
brother is a judge, his name is 
Ken Dunn. It’s kind of a family 
thing.”

Dunn loves watching bull-
fighting, but said she would not 
do it herself.

“It’s just adrenaline and ex-

citement, especially when you 
know who [the fighters] are,” 
Dunn said. 

Megan Metzner attended 
Bullfest with her friends.

“I think it’s a hell of a lot of 
fun,” Metzner said. “I thought 
of getting up on a bull recent-
ly for sure. This has definitely 
inspired me. Right now, I have 
the urge to get on a bull, but I 
think seeing them like this up 
front with all your friends out 
there, and all the hype, and get-
ting close, they’re not as scary 
as you think. I have a lot of re-
spect for them.

“I think my favorite thing is 
seeing the guys get so into it, 
and seeing them come so close 
to a bull and then psyching 
them out. Just being that close 
to nature and livestock is awe-
some.”

Preston Robinson risks life 
and limb in the arena as a bull-
fighter. 

“I grew up around livestock 
my whole life,” Robinson said. 
“I actually rode bulls for about 
six years. Then I saw my buddy 
getting ran over and beat up all 
the time. I was like, ‘I’ll try it.’ 

“You are in the arena against 
one of the meanest animals on 
the planet. It’s just so surreal 
the Lord let me do this. It’s one 
of the best lives to live.”

The care and safety of the 
bulls is important to the com-
petitors. 

“To be honest all the animals 
are treated better than us ath-
letes,” Robinson said. “They’re 
not big babies, but they kind 
of are. They’re spoiled. They 
get treated better than we get 
treated any day of the week.”

Cherish Robinson was at 
Bullfest to support her hus-
band, Preston. They have been 
married to for about a year and 
a half.

“It’s a lot,” Cherish said. 

“There’s a big group of us girls 
that are girlfriends, wives, fam-
ily, that all sit together and 
cheer each other on. My whole 
family is at home watching it. 
His whole family is at home 
having a watch party, watching 
him on TV. Big support group, 
and a deep breath for sure.

“When I met him and found 
out he did this, it was a lifestyle 
change for sure. We’ve made 
best friends. We’ve made fam-

ily, all sorts along the road. It’s 
been great, and I love coming 
out to watch him. It takes a lot 
out of you while you’re watch-
ing it, but after, it’s just relax-
ing.”

By the end of the event Knox 
Dunn was named the 2021 
Ultimate Bull Fighting World 
Champion. Roper Rich came 
in second. Sage Seay claimed 
third, and Preston Robinson 
took home fourth place.

online streaming: facebook.con/OVBCIrving
Join us on campus or online

Classic Worship
Modern Worship
Spanish Worship

9:30 a.m
11:00 a.m.
12:30 a.m.

You don't have to be faster than the bull, you just have to be faster than your slowest friend. Knox Dunn keeps an 
eye on an angry bull while maintaining a safe distance. /Photo by John Starkey. 

In a heart-pounding move, Knox Dunn jumps over an unhappy bull.  /Photo 
by John Starkey. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas
The holiday lights shin-

ing in  Centennial Park are 
reflected in the water on a 
silent December night. 

The park is decked out in 
over 60,000 lights on fences, 
trees and bridges all over the 
park, and visitors are welcome 
to come check out the free dis-
play at their leisure. 

Submit your holiday light 
display photos to our Facebook 
page @RamblerNewspapers 
and your display may be fea-
tured on our website and social 
media accounts.


