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By Stacey Doud
Grand Prairie—The Epic Wa-
ters Indoor Waterpark in Grand 
Prairie hosted its tree lighting 
ceremony on Nov. 27. The event 
included fire and aerial shows, 
singers, and giveaways. 

“[The tree lighting] is some-
thing we started last year,” 
Epic Waters’ Melissa Repko 
said. “But of course, along 
came COVID, so [last year] we 
had to light the tree when the 
park was closed. 

“[This year] we’ve got priz-
es, and the Big Man and Mrs. 
Claus are making a stop here 
to light the tree to kick-off our 
Epic H2Olidays, which we’ll 
be celebrating all month long. 
Starting tomorrow [Nov. 28] 
all the way up until the New 
Year 

“Tonight, we’re doing a 
sneak preview of ‘Pie in the 
Face Trivia.’ If the person gets 
the question right, they get a 
free [admission] ticket. If they 
get it wrong, I get the pie in the 
face. And believe me, people 
know their holiday trivia.

“Then we hit the New Year. 
We are having our party. 
Sometimes when you think 
of New Year’s, you’re pictur-
ing some crazy party. This is a 
family facility.

“For the New Year, instead 
of dropping a ball, we drop a 
duck. We do it five times, so 
the kids that have to leave early 
get to see him drop. Our aeri-
alists will be pouring drinks at 
the bar. Stuff is going to hap-
pen and it’s going to be great.”

Epic Waters lights tree

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Thanksgiving is a 
time for everyone to count 
their blessings, enjoy time with 
friends and family, and eat some 
delicious food. 

However, many also choose 
to pay their blessings forward 
by giving back on this special 
day, which is exactly what Oak 
View Baptist Church (OVBC) 
in Irving does through Serv-

Church feeds community
ing Irving. Church members 
and other volunteers package 
Thanksgiving meals, then de-
liver them across the commu-
nity. 

For over two decades, OVBC 
has been giving back through 
Serving Irving. In previous 
years, hot meals were cooked 
at the church. 

Unfortunately, the hot meals 
were put on hold in 2020 due 

See TREE LIGHTING
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By Stacey Doud
Irving—A group of people from 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in 
Irving spent most of Saturday, 
Nov. 20, cleaning up Shelton’s 
Bear Creek Cemetery. Located 
on a piece of land difficult to 
access near Hwy 161, the ceme-
tery is the final resting place for 
a number of former slaves and 
their families. 

The cemetery is important to 
many in the Bear Creek neigh-
borhood, and it represents an 
important part of Irving’s his-
tory.

“We became involved in this 
restoration, because Anthony 
Bond posted it on Facebook, 
and I saw it,” Father Bob Corley 
of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
said. “We responded and got 
involved with the restoration 
work here. Now I’m a member 
of the Cemetery Board, and so 
is one of the other members of 
my parish. We come out here 
periodically to attend to the 
place, clean up and do what is 
needed for maintenance.

“The story in brief is that 
after the slaves were freed in 
Texas, they settled in many 
communities, Bear Creek be-
ing one of those. There was a 
former slave named Mr. Min-
nie Shelton who donated a par-
cel of land for the Bear Creek 
Community to be the cemetery 
where members of the commu-
nity were laid to rest. 

“This place has become the 

Cemetery 
receives care

resting place for many former 
slaves that lived in Bear Creek, 
then this place was forgotten. 
It was abandoned for a good 
many years. The access to it 
had been cut off, but it was 
rediscovered when they put in 
George Bush Freeway.

“There was an active move-
ment at that point in time to do 
preservation on this property. 
That’s when Anthony [Bond] 
applied for a historical mark-
er and got this designated as a 
state historic site. They had to 
reroute George Bush a little bit 
to miss the property.”

With many unidentified 
graves and graves that have not 
been found yet, Sherry John-
son, a parishioner at St. Mark’s, 
has been working to identify 
the interred.

“We’ve been coming out and 
doing the cleanup for several 
years,” Johnson said. “I can’t 
get anybody to agree on the 
first time we came out. It was 
so overgrown. It was terrible. 
Many of the markers have dis-
appeared over the years. We 
estimate there are around 200 
people buried here. I created a 
board on the website Find-A-
Grave, and I started using the 
federal census records in 1900. 
I put the information into a da-
tabase, and then started find-
ing the links between them. 

“Texas started requiring 

to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and again in 2021, but church 
officials are optimistic that 
OVBC will be able to return to 
hot food in 2022. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 24, vol-
unteers began organizing the 
room where the Thanksgiving 
baskets were assembled. Each 
basket included a ham, fruit, 
canned goods, boxed macaro-
ni and cheese, cookies, and a 

message of God’s love from the 
church. 

Once the baskets were com-
plete, they were placed in a 
plastic bag, tied with festive 
ribbons, and taken to another 
room where other volunteers 
would load them into vehicles 
to take them to one of 10 dis-
tributions sites around Irving. 

Some 300 volunteers, many 
of them church members and 
others those who wanted to 
give back were the engine 
which made Serving Irving a 
well-oiled machine. 

Bruce Goldberg has been 
volunteering at Serving Irving 
for as long as he remembers 
and in recent history, he has 
also become the event’s pho-
tographer. 

Like everyone else who gave 
their time, assisting the com-
munity, this continues to be a 
labor of love for Goldberg.

“The mission is always to 
show God’s blessings to ev-
eryone,” Goldberg said. “The 
church does a great job every 
year of serving up to 2,800 
people. This year due to 
COVID, they couldn’t cook 
food, so they decided to make 
baskets. Every basket has a 
ham, canned goods, macaro-
ni and cheese, all the things 
to have on a Thanksgiving ta-

ble to show God’s love to the 
world.”

Once all the baskets were 
assembled, leftover food was 
boxed up and sent to the local 
non-profit organization Crisis 
Ministries. When OVBC pre-
viously delivered hot meals for 
Thanksgiving, Crisis Ministries 
provided food for Serving Ir-
ving.

Like many organizations, 
OVBC was successfully able to 
pivot away from providing hot 
meals to delivering Thanksgiv-
ing boxes in 2020, although 
the church’s efforts were on 
a much smaller scale due to 
COVID-19. 

Serving Irving is just one 
program that OVBC imple-
ments throughout the year to 

help the community. 
“There are lots of different 

activities the church does, but 
this is a tradition the commu-
nity really gets involved with,” 
Goldberg said. “I’m always 
amazed by how many people 
come out from the community. 
Different people have different 
roles. There’s a team that se-
cures the food. There’s a team 
that prepares it all. There’s a 
team that makes the boxes, 
people that deliver it and give 
it out in the community. It’s 
not just church members; the 
whole community comes out 
for this.”

As a longtime Serving Irving 
volunteer, Goldberg enjoys 

Volunteers assemble baskets of food for Thanksgiving dinners. / Photo by 
Stephen Hunt.

Acrobat, Karen, consumes a toasty snack during the tree lighting event at 
the Epic Waters Indoor Waterpark. / Photo by Stacey Doud.
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

 Reine Pearman  May 28, 1934 ~ Nov 23, 2021
 Alfred D. Zerr   Nov 30, 1934 ~ Nov 20, 2021

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Ray Schriner   Mar 27, 1938 ~ Nov 27, 2021
 Mary Hux Young  Dec 3, 1942 ~ Nov 28, 2021
 Kimberly Zoe Allen  Aug 11, 1960 ~ Nov 29, 2021
 Marice Kelly   Apr 11, 1931 ~ Nov 29, 2021

Life Tributes

By Stephen Hunt
Fort Worth—The Make-A-
Wish Foundation has grant-
ed hundreds of thousands of 
wishes to children battling 
illnesses around the world. 
Make-A-Wish North Texas 

Make-A-Wish raises funds for hope
raised $303,500 at its Wran-
glers and Wishes event at River 
Ranch Stockyards in Fort Worth 
on Thursday, Nov. 18.

Attendees were treated to 
live music, traditional Texas 
barbecue, a silent auction, a 

live auction, karaoke, and plen-
ty of inspiring stories. 

“This year, we hope to grant 
420 wishes across our chap-
ter’s 161 counties with the larg-
est number of wishes being 
right here in our Southwest Re-

gion,” Christina Rodgers, chair 
of Make-A-Wish North Texas’ 
Southwest Regional Council, 
said. “With each wish granted, 
our mission is to bring hope, 
strength, and joy into a child’s 
life.

“Wishes inspire our chil-
dren to keep fighting and allow 
them an opportunity to focus 
on something outside of their 
illness. The wishes we provide 
allow the whole family to take a 
break from the illness or treat-
ment plan and focus on some-
thing different.”

Vikrant Bhatia’s, chair of 
Make-A-Wish North Texas’ 
board of directors, remarks 
summed up what continues to 
drive the organization. 

“We are an organization that 
does more than is on the sur-
face,” Bhatia said. “The concept 
of hope is something we talk 
about a lot. If you have some-
thing you hope for, you fight for 
it. We manufacture hope for 
children that need something 
to hope for, and then they fight 

for it.”
Kennedy Kraus, a wish 

manager in the organization’s 
Southwest Regional Office, 
was once a Wish Kid who was 
granted a horse. 

“Make-A-Wish means so 
much to me,” Kraus said. “I am 
so proud to say I am pumped 
every day to grant whatever 
wish I can.” 

“I started my journey as a 
wish granter,” Rodgers said. 
“To see firsthand the happiness 
and pure joy a wish brings a 
child, is truly magical and life 
changing. I’ve had the privi-
lege of granting different types 
of wishes like a trip to Lego-
land, to an opportunity to play 
with the Boston Pops for their 
Christmas Concert Series.

“Each wish is as unique as 
the child who envisions it. The 
power of a wish is nothing less 
than pure magic. I am confi-
dent a wish can help lighten 
their load, bring a smile to their 
face and be a positive memory 

for a person in need.”
Kaitlyn Gallegos, a Bedford 

native, had her wish to attend 
the Academy of Country Music 
Awards in person granted in 
2006 when she was 10. At that 
award ceremony, country artist 
Vince Gill, who was receiving 
a humanitarian award, called 
Gallegos to the stage and gave 
her his award. 

During the Wranglers and 
Wishes event, Gallegos pre-
sented foundation volunteers 
Bob and Jerri Watt an award 
for their years of service. 

“Right before [Kaitlyn] was 
about to leave for Las Vegas for 
her wish, she met Jerri Watt at 
a Make-A-Wish party,” Rod-
gers said. “[Watt] called her 
interaction with Kaitlyn both 
inspirational and life-chang-
ing. Jerri and Bob have done 
tremendous work for our or-
ganization, which has given 
Kaitlyn and all our other donor 
children such life-changing op-
portunities.”

DFW Airport—Upon receiving 
its first delivery of sustainable 
aviation fuel (SAF), Dallas Fort 
Worth International Airport 
(DFW) became the first airport 
in the United States to test a 
collaborative circular economy 
project in the aviation sector. 
The milestone is in collabora-
tion with Avfuel Corporation 
and Neste.

The successful SAF deliv-
ery is part of this pilot project 
at DFW, the second busiest 
airport in the world, demon-
strating the commercial and 
technical viability of SAF, while 
showcasing the potential to 
close the circularity loop at the 
airport by providing raw ma-
terial for the production of re-
newable fuels.

“The introduction of sustain-
able aviation fuel to DFW Air-
port marks a major milestone 
in our effort to reduce our sec-
tor’s overall carbon footprint,” 
Robert Horton, vice president 
of environmental affairs at 
DFW Airport, said. “We rec-
ognize our future success de-
pends on our ability to protect 
our natural resources, and we 
are committed to continuing to 
serve as an industry leader in 
sustainable practices.”

The circularity project is a 
great example of cooperation 
to upcycle and reuse valuable 
waste materials across the 
value chain. It begins at the 
airport where Neste, via its 
subsidiary Mahoney Environ-
mental, collects used cooking 
oil from more than 200 con-

DFW Airport tests
sustainable fuel 

cessionaires who prepare and 
serve food to airport custom-
ers. Neste converts this waste 
material into renewable fuels, 
which replace fossil fuel use in 
the global transport system.

To complete the circle, 
Avfuel safely supplied a de-
monstrative load of Neste MY 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel™ to 
DFW Corporate Aviation, the 
airport’s full-service fixed-base 
operator (FBO), for its busi-
ness aviation customers. The 
8,000-gallon demonstrative 
load of SAF reduces carbon 
emissions by 19 metric tons—a 
reduction that could grow sig-
nificantly if more SAF enters 
the airport’s fuel pool. Neste’s 
SAF, in neat form and over the 
life cycle, reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions by up to 80 per-
cent* compared to fossil jet 
fuel.

Overall, DFW expects the pi-
lot circular economy program 
could deliver the same climate 
benefit as reducing the emis-
sions from 70 passenger vehi-
cles to zero over the course of 
a year.

DFW, Avfuel and Neste will 
continue to explore opportu-
nities to bring more SAF to 
the airport. This could poten-
tially include making the fuel 
available to commercial and 
cargo airlines. DFW’s goal is 
to become a net-zero operation 
by 2030, and it views SAF as 
an essential component of en-
abling its partners to achieve 
their emissions reduction 
goals.

“Together we’re charting a 
bold new flight path that shows 
airports how they can achieve 
their climate goals faster and 
ultimately enable flight op-
erators, businesses and pas-
sengers to fly with a smaller 
carbon footprint,” Chris Coo-
per, Neste’s vice president of 
renewable aviation in North 
America, said. “We’re able to 
do this because all parts of the 
SAF value chain came togeth-
er: the airport, the fuel supplier 
and the producer. And, most 
importantly, all the partners 
involved are committed to cre-
ating a sustainable future for 
air travel and fighting climate 
change.”

Keith Sawyer, Avfuel’s man-
ager of alternative fuels, said, 
“Avfuel is proud to have sup-
ported DFW and Neste in 
realizing this momentous oc-
casion. DFW and Neste have 
laid an excellent foundation 
for sustainability and provide 
a shining example of how or-
ganizations can work together 
to increase sustainability and 
promote renewability. The Av-
fuel team is honored to have 
played a role in demonstrating 
that SAF is available for use 
now and circular solutions are 
feasible through industry col-
laboration.”

*Calculated with established 
life cycle assessment (LCA) 
methodologies, such as COR-
SIA methodology.

SOURCE Dallas Fort Worth
International Airport

By Stacey Doud
Irving—Many retired Irving 
ISD personnel remain interest-
ed in the schools they served 
and the continuing quality of 
education offered at Irving 
ISD. The Irving Retired School 
Personnel Association (IRSPA) 
serves as a resource for retired 
school teachers and staff to 
promote the cause of education. 

“It’s a statewide project, not 
just for individual ISDs, and 
there are some parameters the 
state gives us, but basically, we 
fit it to our own district,” Carol 
Schober, committee head for 
the Book Project, said. “We 
have developed a program 
where I have 19 helpers. That’s 
one [person] for each elemen-
tary school. We buy books from 
the Friends of the Irving Li-
brary. We can get them at a re-
ally good price, which is much 
cheaper than if we were buying 
brand new books. 

“We buy about 400 books 
a month, and each one of us 
distributes 20 books to our as-
signed elementary school.

“There are so many kids who 
don’t have a book at all. It’s so 
sad. It’s up to the elementary 
[school] as to who they give the 
books to.

“It could be the librarian who 
gives out the book. Sometimes, 
it’s the counselor who gives out 
the book or it might be the vice 
principal. It just depends on 
how each school wants to do 
it, or how they can do it. What-
ever is most comfortable for 
them. That amounts to 2,200 
books a month they can give 
away to children across the dis-
trict, eight times a year. 

“The books are really in good 
shape. I have about four or five 
people who go with me each 
month, and we select the books 
and buy them. I put half of the 
books for the lower grades in 
a bag and half of the books for 
the upper grades in a bag. Then 
either the retired teachers can 
come by and pick them up 
from me and take them to their 
school, or they can wait until 
the next meeting. Just howev-
er they can get the books in the 
children’s hands.”

Retired teachers gift
over 2,000 books

The choice of literary top-
ics lies with the purchaser, 
but generally controversial or 
banned items are left out.

“I may want to get books for 
the upper grades that are girl-
friend and boyfriend books, 
but I think fifth grade is a lit-
tle too early for that,” Schober 
said. “I would hate to send the 
book home where that would 
be questionable to the parents. 
We try to choose the books 
carefully. We want the parents 
to approve of the book when it 
gets home.

“I’m a sucker for classic 
books, the books that have 
been around a while and test-

ed and tried. They’re Caldicott 
award books, and the Newbery 
Award books for the upper 
grades. Those are the ones that 
we like, and of course, the Nan-
cy Drew series.

“We think back to our child-
hood and the books that we 
liked. There’s CS Lewis, who is 
a great children’s author. I’ve 
taught fourth grade, and I’d 
always read the first book in 
the Narnia series. At the end of 
every book, we voted to go on 
to the next book in the series or 
pick another book. They always 
voted to keep going with that 
series,” Schober said.

Animal Services 
adopts new hours
Irving—Irving Animal Ser-
vices will institute new operat-
ing hours at the Irving Animal 
Care Campus (IACC), 4140 
Valley View Lane, effective 
Dec. 1 due to low staffing levels. 
Animals in the shelter will still 
receive care seven days a week, 
and Animal Services Officers 
will continue to respond to 
calls seven days a week 8 a.m. 
to 5 p. m., as well as after-hours 
emergencies. 

This change only affects 
the hours the Irving Animal 
Services shelter is open to the 
public; DFW Humane Soci-
ety, which also operates at the 
IACC, will close on Thursdays, 
but has different operating 
hours. Visit the DFW Humane 
Society website at DFWhu-
mane.com .

NEW OPERATION HOURS
Tuesday, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed: Sunday, Monday, 

Thursday.
SOURCE City of Irving

Available positions range 

from full- to part-time, var-
ied levels of experience and 
education, and within several 
departments, including Ani-
mal Services. A city job means 
competitive pay, job security 
and excellent benefits. See the 
full list of available positions 
at CityofIrving.org/Jobs

Story idea? Let us know!
Call  972-870-1992 or email: arielg@ramblernewspapers.net

Photo provided.

Photo by John Starkey.
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Coppell

Notice of Auction

The City of Coppell will be holding an online auction hosted by Rene 
Bates Auctioneers. Visit www.ReneBates.com to bid on any of these 
items.  The auction will close on December 7, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. (CST)

LEGAL

Software Developer – Irving, TX

Oak Technologies Inc needs professionals:

Work with Kafka, Java, Spring Boot, Spring MVC, Jenkins, Maven, 
Junit, SQL, Micro Services, RESTful.

Req. – Masters with 1-year exp or Bachelors +5 yrs. Exp. Comp. sala-
ry, Travel/Relocation within USA possible. Please mail resume to Ref: 
President, Oak Technologies
Inc, 400 E Royal Lane, Ste 264, Irving, TX, 75039.     

FleetPride, Inc. seeks IT Manager – Order Management Systems in 
Irving, TX. Plan, initiate, manage IT projects. BS MIS, BBA, BS CS, or 
related.  7 years of exp. Apply:
https://www.fleetpride.com/careers/     

Software Engineer – Irving, TX

Oak Technologies Inc needs
professionals:

Work with C++, python, Robot Framework ,Taurus,Azure, Jekins, Post-
man, Jmeter, Oracle, Microstrategy.

Req. – Masters
with 1-year exp or Bachelors +5 yrs. Exp. Comp. salary, Travel/Relo-
cation within USA possible. Please mail resume to Ref: President, Oak 
Technologies Inc, 400 E Royal Lane, Ste 264, Irving, TX, 75039.     

BEAR CREEK CEMETERY
Continued from Page 1

death certificates in 1903. 
There were people buried here 
who had been slaves and were 
free, including [Minnie Shel-
ton] who bought this property 

in 1879.”
“I want to talk about the city 

of Irving side,” Anthony Bond 
said. “We are so grateful to City 
Council, Joe Moses, Ray Silva, 

Mike Griffin, Chris Hillman, 
and Dennis Webb, Mayor Rick 
Stopfer and Melanie Stopfer. 
They’ve all been up here. Mau-
rice Lawler Gauss from the 
Convention and Visitors’ Bu-
reau has also participated. The 
city has really supported our 
efforts.”

Not only do the graves have 
historical significance, but the 
trees on the property are 300-
500 years old. Some of the fo-
liage, like the yucca plant, are 
known to grow over graves, 
helping Johnson and her crew 
to find more potential graves.

“See where the irises have 
grown over there?” Johnson 
said. “That’s where babies are 
buried. There are about 16 chil-
dren under the age of five to 
six. I was told it was probably 
the flu that got to them, but I 
have not found certificates for 
them. But I have found around 
about 80 people that we know 
of.

“We’re having to rely specif-
ically on the markers like that 
little tall skinny one there. This 
woman died, and then her next 
door neighbor died. I was able 
to identify him, because I knew 
the kids in both families.”

Volunteers took on jobs that 
involved cutting trees, cleaning 
up branches, painting the fenc-
es, and cleaning up overgrowth 
near gravestones.

“It’s the resting place of en-
slaved,” Roderick Roberts said. 
“Hopefully, we can draw more 
attention to [the cemetery] and 
more people can get involved 
in preserving it.”

By Michael Castello
Coppell—Dallas County tax as-
sessor/collector John R. Ames 
discussed the scope of his duties 
at the Cozby Library on Thurs-
day, Nov. 4. He was joined by 
Cheryl Jordan, the Dallas Coun-
ty Appraisal District director of 
community relations.

The two discussed the func-
tion of Assessor and Collector’s 
offices and the Appraisal Dis-
trict’s duties for all of Dallas 
County.

“[Taxing units] are the gov-
erning bodies,” Jordan said. 
“They’re your city council, the 
school board, the county com-
missioners. The tax assessor 
collector is a part of that. They 
decide the amount and the use 
of the revenue. They set the tax 
rates. [The assessor collector] 
collects the taxes, generates 
statements, and collects your 
money.

“The appraisal district has a 
board of directors, the apprais-
ers, and the Appraisal Review 
Board. The board of directors’ 
job is to hire the chief apprais-
er,” Jordan said. “The chief 
appraiser is responsible for 
discovering and valuing prop-
erties, administers the exemp-
tions, maintains ownerships 
and mailing addresses, gets all 

Dallas County assessors discuss taxes
of the details from the county 
clerk, and processes informa-
tion, so we know who to send 
the tax codes to.

“The appraisal review board 
settles disputes between the 
appraisals and property own-
ers.

“The official state agencies, 
the comptrollers and public 
accounts, as far as it relates to 
[taxes], do a study every two 
years. They study our property, 
review [the appraisal district’s] 
value assessments, and we get 
a report card. We make a really 
good report card here in Dal-
las County,” Jordan said. “Ap-
praisers go through a process 
over four years to get the reg-
istered professional appraisal 
license. We take classes every 
year.

“The fourth player [in the 
property tax system] is you. 
What you do is pay taxes, 
which is a huge responsibility. 
You file for exemptions with 
our office. You protest your 
value with our office. You elect 
taxing unit officials. You attend 
public hearings. You give input 
on tax rates, so you have a big 
part in this process as well.”

“As the Dallas County tax as-
sessor collector, I actually col-
lect for multiple jurisdictions,” 

John Ames, collector assessor, 
said. “I’m statutorily required 
to collect for the county-wide 
jurisdictions, which in this 
case is Dallas County, Park-
land Hospital District, Dallas 
County community hospitals, 
the community college district, 
and the Dallas County busing 
system.

“We also contractually col-
lect with over 23 cities within 
Dallas County, and 10 school 
districts within Dallas County. 
In addition, I collect over 40 
different special and public im-
provement districts.

“We issue refunds for over-
payments, erroneous pay-
ments, and supplemental ad-
justments.

“When I took office 13 years 
ago, I refunded over $45 mil-
lion. There were refunds sitting 
on the books in Dallas County 
that had been there for a num-
ber of years: overpayments, 
erroneous payments, exemp-
tions that had been applied, 
and had never been refunded 
back to the taxpayer,” Ames 
said. “So immediately I said, 
‘What’s that money doing sit-
ting there?’ And they said, ‘We 
don’t know who it belongs to, 
or it belongs to somebody and 
we just haven’t had time to 

give it back.’ I said, ‘Let’s give 
it back. It doesn’t belong to us,’ 
which is pretty unprecedented.

“There are three factors to 
your property taxes: the value 
by the appraisal district, ex-
emptions as granted by the ap-
praisal district, and the tax rate 
as set by the government.

“Dallas County last year, 
their tax rate was $0.23974. 
They lowered it this year to 
$0.227946. The city of Coppell 
last year was at 58 cents; they 
maintain that rate of 58 cents. 
Coppell ISD was at $1.31, they 
lowered that to $1.29. Your 
highest tax on your home is 
always going to be your school 
district. Historically, your sec-
ond highest tax is going to be 
your city.

“The commissioners in Dal-
las County actually have full 
authority over the tax rate and 
budget for Parkland Hospital 
District because it is a county 
hospital,” Ames said. “The Dal-
las County Community College 
was at $0.124 for last year and 

they lowered it to $0.12351. 
And Dallas County schools by 
state law are at a penny and will 
remain a penny until such time 
as all the debts are paid off. 

“Last year, your total tax rate 
accumulation here in Coppell 
was $0.252984. It did go down 
to $0.2488456. So even though 
values went up, tax rates went 
down.”

“We have 800,000 proper-
ties [in Dallas County],” Jor-
dan said. “We have means of 
trying to [appraise] by mass 
in this universal process. As 
mass appraisal, we paint with 
a very broad brush, and that’s 
why it’s your responsibility if 
we get your property wrong, 
you should protest and tell us 
about it.”

Jordan spoke about property 
tax exemptions and why own-
ers should apply for them.

“[Exemptions] exclude value 
from taxation,” Jordan said. 
“There are partial exemptions 
that exclude part of the value, 
and there are absolute total 

exemptions that exclude all of 
that. Churches, religious or-
ganizations, schools, those are 
the ones that typically have the 
total exclusion.

“Types of exemptions in-
clude residents homestead 
exemption, age 65 or older 
exemption, disabled person 
exemption, disabled veteran 
exemption, surviving spouse 
exemption.

“Exemptions can also elim-
inate late payment penalties, 
lower late payment interest 
rates, defer taxes due when 
ownership changes or the 
property owner dies, cap the 
amount your tax can go up,” 
Jordan said.

There is a Tax Rate Trans-
parency Website at which peo-
ple can view exactly how their 
rates are calculated, calculate 
the taxes on potential proper-
ties with myriad different con-
ditions, see tax rates changes 
from year to year, and more at 
DallasCountyTexasTaxes.gov.

TSA established
20 years ago
Washington—The Transpor-
tation Security Administration 
(TSA) recognized the 20th anni-
versary of the agency’s creation 
Nov. 19 with a special ceremony 
at the Ronald Reagan Washing-
ton National Airport’s original 
Terminal A historic lobby.

The livestreamed ceremo-
ny included a written message 
from President George W. 
Bush and special remarks by 
Secretary of Homeland Securi-
ty Alejandro N. Mayorkas and 
TSA Administrator David Pe-

koske. Former DHS Secretary 
(2005-2009) Michael Chertoff 
served as the keynote speaker. 

Other aspects of the event 
included the Colors presented 
by Baltimore/Washington In-
ternational Thurgood Marshall 
Airport (BWI) Color Guard, 
music (National Anthem and 
God Bless America) sung by a 
Transportation Security Offi-
cer, and videos honoring TSA’s 
first 20 years.

“TSA was created from trag-
edy to protect the nation’s 

Dallas—Mayor Eric Johnson 
recently announced Oncor Elec-
tric Delivery is donating 110 
acres of land, including Park-
dale Lake, to the city’s Park and 
Recreation system.

It will be the largest dona-
tion of parkland in Dallas since 
1938, when the city acquired 
more than 600 acres of park-
land from the W.W. Samuell 
Estate.

The Parkdale Lake donation 
is the result of the combined 
effort of Oncor, the city of Dal-
las Park and Recreation De-
partment, and the Circuit Trail 
Conservancy (CTC), the non-
profit completing The LOOP, 
a 50-mile walk-and-bike trail 
connecting northern, southern, 
eastern and western Dallas.

Mayor Johnson initially 
teased the park announcement 
during his State of the City ad-
dress on Nov. 17. He made the 
official announcement during 
a news conference Tuesday at 
Dallas City Hall.

“Dallas’ development is 
a great story, one that is in-
creasingly earning national 
attention,” Johnson said. “We 
are one of the fastest-growing 
major cities in the country. 
We have a booming and di-
verse economy that serves as 
the engine of the fourth-largest 
metropolitan area in the Unit-
ed States. Our skyline is dotted 
with construction cranes. But 
development alone does not 
tell the full story of our city.

“Dallas is flourishing, be-
cause we are intently focused 
on providing an amazing qual-
ity of life for our residents. 
We are eliminating blight and 
building new parks, trails, and 
green spaces across our city. 
The donation of Parkdale Lake 
and the surrounding land is 
huge for Dallas. It will create 
new recreational opportunities 
and help us connect our neigh-
borhoods through our trail 
system. I am excited about the 
possibilities, and I am grateful 
to our partners at Oncor and 
the Circuit Trail Conservancy 
for helping us make this new 
park possible.”

Parkdale Lake is located in 
Southeast Dallas along White 
Rock Creek. The lake was built 
in 1953 as a water storage site 
for the Parkdale Steam Electric 
Station, which was decommis-
sioned in 2005. Prior to that, 
the area was farmland in the 
1930s and was abandoned 
in the early 1950s because of 
flooding.

Oncor Electric Delivery has 
owned Parkdale Lake and sur-
rounding land totaling 280 

acres since 2010. In 2019, the 
Park and Recreation Depart-
ment and the CTC approached 
Oncor about donating the lake 
and land, which is critical to 
delivering the Trinity Forest 
Spine Trail and The LOOP.

Several years ago, Oncor 
began the process of donating 
Parkdale Lake and the sur-
rounding land west of White 
Rock Creek to the city of Dallas 
for the Circuit Trail Conservan-
cy to use to address flooding, 
and to the Park and Recreation 
Department for use as future 
park land to serve the commu-
nity.

“The initiative by the City 
of Dallas and the Circuit Trail 
Conservancy to unite Dallas’ 
neighborhoods is a big win for 
our entire community,” Allen 
Nye, CEO of Oncor, said. “The 
LOOP will connect Dallas in a 
way that increases access for all 
residents to our city’s econom-
ic resources, enhances green 
space and improves overall 
quality of life. We’re so proud 
to be a part of making this proj-
ect a reality.”

The parkland is also located 
near Lawnview Park, a 38-acre 
space that the city established 
in 1948. City Councilmember 
Adam Bazaldua, who rep-
resents the Parkdale Lake area, 
said the donation could help 
the city attract and retain fam-
ilies.

“This land donation is such 
exciting news for Southeast 
Dallas,” Bazaldua, who chairs 
the City Council’s Quality of 
Life, Arts, and Culture Com-
mittee, said. “Parks are criti-
cal to the quality of life for our 
residents, and Parkdale Lake 
has so much potential to bring 
recreation programming while 
also acting as a catalyst for eco-
nomic growth in the surround-
ing area. I am very thankful for 
Oncor’s generous donation and 
for the Circuit Trail Conservan-
cy‘s continued commitment to 
multimodal connection and 
preservation of green space in 
our city.”

The Park Board will be 
briefed on the donation at its 
Dec. 9 meeting.

“This is a real win for Dallas’ 
vision to have a comprehensive 
system of parks, trails, open 
spaces and recreation facilities 
that sustains, inspires and in-
vigorates,” Arun Agarwal, pres-
ident of the city of Dallas Park 
Board, said. “This is the larg-
est land commitment for the 
Dallas Park system since the 
1930’s. It will help the city of 
Dallas, and specifically south-
ern Dallas, as this donation is 

south of I-30, grow in a healthy 
way. Great partnerships like 
this one between the city of 
Dallas, Oncor and the Circuit 
Trail Conservancy bring more 
beautiful, open green space to 
residents and visitors.”

The North Phase of the 
Trinity Forest Spine Trail will 
be completed in two phases. 
The first phase, which broke 
ground in July, extends from 
just below the White Rock 
Lake spillway to Samuell Road; 
the second phase will extend to 
the Lawnview DART Station in 
the Parkdale/Lawnview neigh-
borhood of southeast Dallas. 
The southern phase will extend 
from Scyene Road to Pember-
ton Hill Road, passing through 
Roosevelt Heights, down to 
U.S. 175, with construction ex-
pected to begin in 2022.

Most of the Trinity For-
est Spine Trail lies within the 
White Rock Creek floodplain, 
so it requires hydrological mit-
igation, landscape features that 
interrupt the flow of runoff to 
rivers. Parkdale Lake is a key 
addition to the plan because of 
the important role it will play in 
managing runoff and prevent-
ing flooding.

Any plans or programming 
for the remainder of the prop-
erty will depend on community 
input.

“A critical piece of The LOOP 
is the Trinity Forest Spine 
Trail, a nine-mile connection 
from White Rock Lake to the 
Great Trinity Forest,” said Phil-
ip Hiatt Haigh, executive direc-
tor of the Circuit Trail Conser-
vancy. “With this donation, the 
Circuit Trail Conservancy can 
complete the Trinity Forest 
Spine Trail, and The LOOP, in 
its entirety, bringing together 
neighborhoods that have long 
been disconnected and make 
walkable, bikeable green space 
a strong part of Dallas’ identi-
ty.”

“We know there is an infra-
structure disparity between 
North and South Dallas that 
has left neighborhoods, like 
Parkdale, without dedicated, 
safe pedestrian connections to 
surrounding neighborhoods or 
the rest of Dallas. Completing 
The LOOP is a step in the right 
direction toward connecting 
and uniting Dallas,” continued 
Hiatt Haigh. “Parkdale is less 
than five miles from White 
Rock and because of this land 
donation, and public funding 
from the city of Dallas, County 
of Dallas and privately raised 
CTC funds, these neighbor-
hoods will now be connected.”

SOURCE City of Dallas

Park donation made
in southeast Dallas

transportation systems and as 
one nation, we must respond to 
defend and protect the United 
States of America,” Secretary 
Mayorkas said. “As TSA marks 
the 20th year since its creation, 
they remain steadfast in the 
mission, standing firmly on 
the front lines of our country’s 
leadership in security, and rais-
ing the bar for global aviation 
security.”

SOURCE Transportation Security 
Administration
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ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. 90%
2. “Spaceballs”
3. “Of Mice and Men”
4. A pandemonium
5. W.C. Handy
6. William Howard Taft 

(1910)
7. Tomato
8. Staten Island, New 

York
9. 1961
10. Sir Isaac Newton

With prices soaring all 
around us, imagine how bad it 
must be in places that already 
had high costs when it came 
to rental housing. In an effort 
to help homeless veterans, the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has updated its grant pro-
gram to raise assistance caps in 
housing and subsidies. 

Specifically, in certain areas, 
the Supportive Services for 
Veteran Families (SSVF) rent 
grant will increase from 35% to 
50% of reasonable rent, with-
out a need for recertification 
for two years. That has to be 
a huge aid to eligible veterans 
with families who are seeking 
stability.

Additionally, the length of 
time a veteran and the family 
can stay in emergency housing 
has increased 15 days to a max-
imum of 60 days. This will be 
especially helpful in places with 
few rental vacancies.

The SSVF program is a 

VA Expands
Assistance to

Homeless Veterans

* Got plastic packaging that’s 
a pain to get open? Use your 
can opener. Run it around the 
sides to break into your pack-
ages. It works!

* For every side dish that re-
quires extra preparation time, 
plan for one or two that don’t. 
For instance, if you are pre-
paring a casserole with many 
ingredients and complicated 
instructions, serve a package of 
vegetables that require nothing 
more than steaming.

* Wine buyers tip: Experts 
say to multiply the number of 
adult guests by a half bottle to 
determine how many bottles 
of wine to buy for your holiday 
gathering. Add an additional 
glass of wine per guest for ev-
ery hour after dinner you ex-
pect guests to linger.

* How to peel potatoes: Boil 

whole potatoes with skin on for 
20-30 minutes (depending on 
the size of your potatoes). You 
should be able to stick a knife 
all the way through without re-
sistance. Then remove them to 
an ice bath for 10 seconds each. 
The skin will slip right off.

* “Have kids make their own 
whipped cream with a jam 
jar! Fill a screw-top jar (glass, 
chilled, works really well) half-
way with heavy cream, a little 
sugar and any flavoring ex-
tracts you like, then seal and 
shake. Kids also can make 
butter with cream in a jar. You 
may add a pinch of salt instead 
of sugar, and shake longer.” -- 
A.A. in Florida

* Researchers tell us that the 
best time to interview is late 
morning on a Tuesday. You 
will avoid the interviewer’s 
likely Monday/Friday crunch, 
and have his or her full atten-
tion. Do your homework on 
the company, and get ready to 
shine!

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

series of grants to private 
non-profit organizations that 
provide support services to 
very-low-income veterans and 
their families. The role of these 
non-profits is to get them into 
permanent housing that in-
cludes a lease, either annual or 
month to month, or even home 
ownership. They determine eli-
gibility for assistance in part by 
considering whether the veter-
an is at risk of becoming home-
less without the grant, doesn’t 
have a fixed place to sleep at 
night and will likely continue 
in that condition without the 
grant, or is at risk of becoming 
homeless within 90 days.

If you’re a homeless vet 
with a family or are in danger 
of becoming homeless, hook 
up with Supportive Services 
for Veterans Families as soon 
as possible. There are sever-
al eligibility conditions, and 
you might qualify for Rapid 
Rehousing. Call them 24/7 at 
1-877-424-3838. You also can 
call the nearest VA medical 
center and ask for the Home-
less Coordinator.

The VA is behind this change 
so much that it finalized the 
rule without even waiting for 
the typical public comment 
period after publication in the 
Federal Register.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Christmas
Dinner Moves

Indoors
Those in power at the senior 

center have now decreed that 
we will have the annual Christ-
mas dinner indoors instead of 
out in the parking lot. This flash 
of brilliance came after they re-
ceived a number of responses 
that were more along the lines 
of “Are you crazy?” rather than 
the expected RSVPs. 

The original plan was to 
spread tables across the as-
phalt outside, with culinary 
arts students bringing food and 
drink out from the kitchen in 
the center, and to park a bunch 
of senior citizens outside in the 
cold in the middle of December 
in New England to eat that din-
ner. 

Saner heads prevailed, I 
hear, when a retired nurse 
posed the question: “And just 
how many of our members do 
you suppose are going to end 
up in the hospital after two 
hours of exposure to outdoor 
December temperatures?” 

The student chef, I also hear, 
claimed that he’d been asked 
to provide a “hot dinner” and 
wasn’t thrilled about having to 
work for hours over hot stoves 
only to have his creations sub-
jected to icy temperatures.

As of now, the dinner will be 
indoors with fewer tables. San-
ta will still arrive via limo, and 
the high-school chorus will still 
sing (although they’ll be out in 
the hall as there is no place for 
all of them in the actual room).

Watch this space, however, 
because I hear there is a move-
ment afoot (as well as a petition 
from members) to ditch the sit-
down dinner completely and 
instead have a standup event 
with finger foods arrayed on 
tables and a cash bar over in 
the corner. “We want to see our 
friends and mingle” has been 
the cry (as well as what is writ-
ten on the petition). “We want 
some good dance music” pen-
ciled in one signer.

In a perfect world, the pow-
ers-that-be would have asked 
the members first.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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* During the first Gulf War 
in 1991, every U.S. soldier was 
sent a frozen Snickers bar as a 
Thanksgiving treat.

* Mario Puzo, author of “The 
Godfather” books who also 
helped adapt them to film, had 
no formal training and had 
never written a screenplay be-
fore. After winning two Oscars 
for the first two movies, he 
bought a book to help himself 
learn how to be a screenwriter.

* Delaware and Colorado al-
low a marriage to be annulled if 
it was performed as a dare.

* At the center of every 
snowflake is a pollen or dust 
particle on which an extremely 
cold water droplet has frozen to 
form an ice crystal.

* “Passion purpura” is the 
medical term for a hickey.

* Saccharin, the first artifi-
cial sweetener, was discovered 
by accident when chemist Dr. 
Constantine Fahlberg forgot to 
wash his hands after work and 
tasted something “unspeak-
ably sweet” during dinner. He 
interrupted the meal to sample 
every beaker in his lab, which 
fortunately contained nothing 
poisonous.

* The distress signal SOS 
does not actually stand for any-
thing.

* “Buffalo buffalo Buffalo 
buffalo buffalo buffalo Buffalo 
buffalo” is a grammatically cor-
rect sentence using buffalo as 
a proper noun, verb and noun. 
To put it more simply: “Buffalo 
bison that other Buffalo bison 

1. GEOGRAPHY: What per-
cent of the world’s population 
lives in the Northern Hemi-
sphere?

2. MOVIES: Which 1987 film 
contains the catchy line, “May 
the Schwartz be with you”?

3. LITERATURE: Author 
John Steinbeck contends that 
his dog ate the first draft of 
which of his novels?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of parrots 
called?

5. MUSIC: Who is consid-
ered the “Father of the Blues”?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the first sitting president 
to throw out the first pitch on 
baseball’s opening day?

7. FOOD & DRINK: Which 
fruit also is sometimes called a 
“love apple”?

8. TELEVISION: Where do 
the vampires live in “What We 
Do in the Shadows”?

9. HISTORY: In what year 
did East Germany start to build 
the Berlin Wall?

10. INVENTIONS: Which 
scientist invented the color 
wheel?

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

bully also bully Buffalo bison.”

* Donald Trump was the first 
president in 168 years not to 
have a pet in the White House.

* It took Frank Lloyd Wright 
15 years, 700 sketches and six 
sets of working drawings to 
create the Guggenheim Muse-
um in New York.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Jersey City—PuppySpot, a 
USDA-licensed company whose 
mission is to make lives better 
by placing healthy puppies into 
happy homes, announced the 
Most Popular Puppy Names of 
2021. On the male side, Max and 
Charlie tied for the most popular 
name, while Bella topped the fe-
male list. The PuppySpot nam-
ing database, which includes 
more than 55,000 names, also 
uncovered the increasing in-
fluence that pop culture and 
social media has on the naming 
process for pet parents.

“There are so many options 
when it comes to naming 
your puppy. It can be over-
whelming to find the perfect 
name,” Claire Komorowski, 
CEO, PuppySpot, said. “Our 
list of the most popular puppy 
names of 2021 is full of classic 
dog names, like Max and Char-
lie, but we’re seeing more mod-
ern names pop up. We’ve also 
seen many names influenced 
by pop culture and entertain-
ment start entering our data-
base. It will be exciting to see 
how the top 10 list continues to 
evolve each year!”

Top Ten Male and Female 
Puppy Names

Male Puppy Names
Max and Charlie (tied)
Teddy Cooper

Milo Tucker
Rocky Duke
Buddy Bentley
Oliver
Female Puppy Names
Bella Daisy
Lucy Luna 
Molly Sadie
Maggie Chloe
Bailey Stella 

Beyond the top 10 names, 
PuppySpot also identified sev-
eral naming trends, including:

PuppySpot’s name database 
revealed pop culture and en-
tertainment are two huge influ-
ences when it comes to naming 
a new furry family member. 

PuppySpot reveals U.S.
most popular puppy names

Specifically, the dating lives of 
celebrities and iconic TV show 
revivals seem to really capti-
vate consumers and that trans-
lates to the pups they bring 
home. Examples include:

Kourtney Kar-
dashian and Travis BARK-
er haven’t been shy about their 
newfound romance and nei-
ther have people been about 
naming their pups after them.

Live from New York, Kim 
Kardashian and SNL star Pete 
Davidson have been spot-
ted together and are two names 
that are also on the puppy 
names list.

Jennifer and Ben were both 

names that frequented the 
list, and it just so happens that 
this year, Jennifer Lopez, oth-
erwise known as Jenny from 
the Block, was caught by the 
paw-perazzi with old time 
love Ben Affleck.

Speaking of reunions, every-
one’s favorite ‘Friends’ came 
back together this year for a 
television special and Rachel, 
Ross, Monica, Chandler, Phoe-
be and Joey all made the list.

With the ongoing trend of 
bringing back the past, ‘Dex-
ter’ not only made his TV re-
turn this year, but PuppySpot 
also saw an uptick in that 
haunting name.

Whether learning new trendy 
dance moves or makeup hacks, 
there is no bigger social media 
platform than TikTok right 
now. Pet owners are pulling 
inspiration from their favorite 
influencers in helping to name 
their puppy. Fans are naming 
their pups after TikTok stars 
like Charli and Dixie D’Amelio, 
as well as Addison Rae and Bel-
la Poarch. PuppySpot is also 
seeing an uptick in names like 
Boomer and Bunny follow-
ing the TikTok stardom of the 
comical and talented pets @
boomer_the_landcloud and @
whataboutbunny on the social 
media platform.

SOURCE PuppySpot

SERVING IRVING
Continued from Page 1

seeing many of the same faces 
each year. However, he’s also 
happy to see plenty of new vol-
unteers serving their commu-
nity.

“The communities we bring 
it to look forward to it,” Gold-
berg said. “It’s a challenging 

time this year. I know they are 
extra grateful to receive these 
meals this year. It also brings 
more volunteers in a year like 
this. It’s not just [the church 
members], it’s the community 
who is here for each other. It’s 
the brotherhood.”

Colorado Springs, Colo.—USA 
Triathlon, in partnership with 
the city of Irving announced 
Irving will host the inaugu-
ral 2022 USA Triathlon Multis-
port National Championships 
Festival, scheduled for April 
28-May 1. The new Multisport 
National Championships Festi-
val encompasses six of USA Tri-
athlon’s National Championship 
events, bringing the nation’s 
best multisport athletes as they 
compete for national titles in 
multiple race formats involving 
variations of swimming, biking 
and running during the four-
day event.

The USA Triathlon Multis-
port National Championships 
Festival will include the follow-
ing National Championship 
events:

Triathlon championships
to be held in Levy Plaza

Draft-legal Triathlon Na-
tional Championships

Duathlon (run-bike-run) 
National Championships 
(standard and draft-legal 
sprint distances)

Aquathlon (swim-run) Na-
tional Championships

Aquabike (swim-bike) Na-
tional Championships (stan-
dard distance)

Super Sprint Triathlon Time 
Trial National Championships

Age Group Mixed Relay Na-
tional Championships.

“This brand-new Multisport 
National Championships Fes-
tival has been a long time in 
the making and we are thrilled 
to head to Irving, Texas, a ter-
rific host city with a long histo-
ry of supporting triathlons, for 
the debut edition,” Rocky Har-

ris, USA Triathlon CEO, said. 
“We’ve long wanted to bring 
together several of our multis-
port national championship 
events as one, multi-day event 
where triathletes, duathletes 
and aquabike and aquathlon 
athletes can all come together 
to race at a fabulous venue. 

“For the age group athlete 
looking to compete in mul-
tiple disciplines and qualify 
for Team USA, no longer will 
they have to travel to multiple 
events throughout the year, 
they can come to Multisport 
National Championships Fes-
tival and race several events 
over race weekend. These four 
days in Irving are really going 
to be a celebration of multis-
port racing.”

“We are excited to welcome 
the USA Triathlon Multisport 
National Championships Fes-
tival home to Irving for 2022,” 
Irving Mayor Rick Stopfer 
said. “Our long and strong his-
tory with triathlons, and our 
award-winning reputation for 
hospitality will assure your 
competitors, their families and 
fans and your sponsors are in 
for a spectacular event, hosted 
in one of the most diverse com-
munities in the country. We 
look forward to welcoming the 
world home to Irving.”

The host community for 
National Championships play 
a vital role, particularly in a 
multi-day, multi-discipline 
event, and the Multisport Na-
tional Championships Festi-
val logo pays homage to the 
city of Irving with a nod to 
the Mustangs of Las Colinas, 
the beautiful sculpture of nine 

bronze mustangs galloping 
across a granite prairie stream 
in the Las Colinas Urban Cen-
ter, location for the event. 

In addition to the Champion-
ship events, the Multisport Na-
tional Championships Festival 
will also include a non-cham-
pionship Olympic-distance 
triathlon and an open-water 
swim competition. None of the 
races, including the National 
Championship events, require 
qualification. Registration, 
powered by TicketSocket is 
currently open at multisport-
festival.com.

All races will be held at Levy 
Event Plaza, which opened in 
2020 along Lake Carolyn as a 
dedicated outdoor hub for Ir-
ving community events. Levy 
Event Plaza is a convenient 
10-minute drive from Dallas/
Fort Worth International Air-
port and is within the bustling 
Las Colinas area with beautiful 
lake-side trails and a pletho-
ra of dining, hotel and enter-
tainment options, including 
the Toyota Music Factory.

“Irving has been honored to 
host a wide range of amateur 
and professional sports over 
the years, including serving 
as the host site for the 2000 
Olympic Triathlon Trials ahead 
of triathlon’s Olympic debut,” 
Irving city manager Chris Hill-
man said. “The USA Triathlon 
Multisport National Cham-
pionships Festival will allow 
us to welcome competitors, 
sponsors and fans from all 
over to Irving, and showcase 
our award-winning service and 
hospitality.”

SOURCE USA Triathlon

Photo provided.
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During the three years Epic 
has been open, the facility has 
faced challenges.

“Because of COVID it’s al-
most like one whole year was 
a blur, even though we’ve been 
here three years,” Repko said. 
“I remember having to work 
from home, doing activities on 
Zoom. I had a ‘Magical Melissa’ 
show I had to do every day. My 
house was transformed into 
an Epic Waters stage, but we 
were still able to work, which 
was fantastic. Then the sec-
ond round came, and we had 
to wear the Plexiglas. We did 
what we had to do. But today 
people are coming in, and I 
know they’re having fun, judg-
ing from smiles on their faces.”

“It’s so wonderful to see all 
of you and your families out 
here having fun and enjoying 
this great tradition of the tree 
lighting,” Councilwoman Jor-
ja Clemson said. “Many things 
are in the works at Epic Cen-
tral, like more restaurants, 
hotels, and so much more. The 
best is yet to come here at Epic 
Central.”

“Having a place like this un-
der a Parks, Arts and Recre-
ation Department is not some-
thing that every city is able to 
do,” Duane Strawn, director of 
the Grand Prairie Parks, Arts 
and Recreation Department, 

said. “To have an indoor wa-
terpark as part of your Parks 
Department, is amazing. That 
all goes to your city council and 

your city manager’s offices, 
who allow us to do these cool 
things.”

By Michael Castello
Irving—The city of Irving re-
aligned its district boundaries in 
November. The city is required 
to update the borders of all six 
of its districts at least every ten 
years, coinciding with the Unit-
ed States Census.

From 2010 to 2020, Irving’s 
population grew from 216,290 
to 256,729 people, an 18.7 per-
cent increase. Dallas County’s 
population went up by 10.3 
percent, while the state of Tex-
as grew by 15.9 percent. 

The objective of redrawing 
district lines ensures each dis-
trict is represented as fairly as 

Irving redraws district lines
possible on the city council. 
The ideal is the populations of 
all six districts are as close to 
one-sixth of the city’s popu-
lation as can be. One-sixth of 
Irving’s population is 42,788 
people.

Per an ordinance from the 
city council, “[Irving] requires 
redistricting to comply with the 
‘one-person, one-vote’ (equal 
population) principle estab-
lished by the U.S. Constitution 
and to make them nearly equal 
in population as possible.”

The lines drawn to equal the 
districts in 2010 had become 
uneven as the population grew 

and changed.
The old and new populations 

of each district are in a table at 
the end of the article. Districts 
2 and 8 are at-large districts, 
meaning they represent the 
city’s entire population.

Irving has grown slightly in 
its Asian population, while its, 
Hispanic, White, Black/African 
American, Native American, 
and Hawaiian Pacific Islander 
populations have slightly de-
creased. See the chart at the 
end of the article.

Councilman Phil Riddle 
represents District 4, which 
includes south Irving to its 

southern border, from Belt 
Line Road to the Elm Fork of 
the Trinity River.

“The primary objective is to 
try to have each district have an 
equal number of voters, so each 
council spot represents basical-
ly the same number of people,” 
Riddle said. “We also had dis-
tricts we wanted to be strongly 
Hispanic, so they could possi-
bly elect a Hispanic represen-
tative. We ended up with two 
districts that are majority His-
panic, District 1 and District 4. 
District 1 is 78 percent. District 
Four is 50 percent Hispanic.

“We tried to make sure we 
kept District 1 a strong Hispan-
ic district. In the last 10 years, 
there’s been an influx of His-
panics in that district, and in 
south Irving in particular, that 
District 4 also ended up major-
ity Hispanic.

“I don’t think it really accom-
plishes much, in my personal 
opinion, [when] folks have very 
little in common with the rest 

District 2010 2020

District 1 34,645 40,720
District 2 at-large
District 3  45,791 44,262
District 4 37,832  41,134
District 5 55,869 43,737
District 6 44,266 43,676
District 7 38,326 43,200
District 8 at-large

Demographic    2010         2020

Hispanic    42.3%       41.09%
White     21.6%       21.03%
Asian     19.7%       22.33%
Black/African American   14.2%        12.36%
Two or more races    2.8%           2.34%
Native American       0.6%         0.29%
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander      0.2%            0.1%

of the people in [their district].
“District 7 is almost exact-

ly what it’s supposed to be,” 
Riddle said. “It is 0.96 percent 
over the 42,788. The district is 
almost exactly what we needed 
to be.

“We wanted to get [the 
overall deviation] as low as we 
could, and it ended up at 8.28 
percent.”

Overall deviation is the de-
viation of all six districts from 
42,788 added together. Rid-
dle’s reference to ‘8.28 percent’ 
means the average is just 1.38 
percent from being exactly 
even.

Riddle says the staff involved 

To honor the life and legacy 
of the late Rosa Parks, whose 
efforts sparked a national civ-
il rights movement for racial 
equality, Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit (DART) will reserve a 
seat at the front of every DART 
bus this week to commemorate 
her historic and unwavering ef-
forts in support of equality for 
all.

DART honors 
Rosa Parks

On Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa Parks 
was arrested in Montgomery, 
Alabama when she refused to 
give up her bus seat to make 
room for a white passenger. 
Her act of defiance in the face 
of an unjust law led to the 
Montgomery bus boycott, 
which lasted several months 
and led to both the desegrega-
tion of public transportation 

in our country and the begin-
ning of the modern civil rights 
movement.

Rosa Parks’ lifelong dedica-
tion to civil rights played a piv-
otal role in raising both nation-
al and international awareness 
of the unjust plight of African 
Americans and the civil rights 
struggle.

During the 87th Texas Leg-
islative Session, DART and 
its Board of Directors fully 
supported House Bill 3481, 
authored by State Representa-
tive Toni Rose and sponsored 
by State Senator Royce West, 
which officially designates Dec. 
1 as Rosa Parks Day in Texas. 

“December 1st is a historic 
day in which we honor a coura-
geous African American wom-
an whose legacy encompasses 
the everyday acts of resistance 
that defines America’s long 
fight for racial equality,” State 
Representative Toni Rose, who 
authored House Bill 3481, said. 
“Rosa Parks Day allows us and 
future generations to remem-
ber our progress as a nation 
and continue the movement 
towards freedom for all Amer-
icans.”

House Bill 3481, a bipartisan 
bill, unanimously passed both 
the House and Senate cham-
bers was signed into law by 
Governor Greg Abbott.

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit

in drawing the redistricting 
lines included all of the council, 
the city manager, city attorney, 
city secretary, other city em-
ployees, and a legal firm called 
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado 
Acosta LLP that specializes in 
optimizing district lines.

The new district map. / Provided by city of Irving.

Mayor Jensen and Jorja Clemson await their growth spurts from Santa 
during the tree lighting ceremony. / Photo by Stacey Doud.


