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By Grace Reyes 
Grand Prairie—Grand Prairie 
Parks, Arts and Rec hosted 
their annual Adopt-A-Stream 
cleanup event with BSA Troop 
498 and Vision Communities 
Management of Cedar Creek in 
Friendship Park on Saturday, 
Jan. 22.

“We’ve been doing this for 
about five years now,” assistant 
scout master Dave Nutt said. 
“It’s one of our service projects 
to give back to the community. 
We like to leave things cleaner 
than we found it.”

BSA Troop 498 had about 30 
volunteers pick up trash in the 
park and along the stream. 

“One of the other things 
were trying to instill along with 
Leave No Trace is to make sure 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—December 30, 1996 
was an important day in Dal-
las-Fort Worth Metroplex his-
tory, the maiden voyage for 
the Trinity Railway Express 
(TRE). TRE’s first trip spanned 
10 miles, traveling from Dallas’ 
Union Station to the Downtown 
Irving Transit Center. Some 
4,000 people rode the first day, 
when TRE became Texas’ first 
commuter rail line. 

In the years since, TRE has 
grown to 10 stops, including 
three in Irving. The current 
route travels from Union Sta-
tion in Dallas to Fort Worth 
Texas and Pacific (T&P) Sta-
tion, a trip from one end of 
DFW to the other, which takes 
around an hour and without 

By Camila Gonzalez
Irving—The 2022 Yellow Heart 
Memorial was presented at the 
Levy Event Plaza in Irving on 
Friday, Jan. 21. This memorial 
honored the lives of COVID-19 
victims with 200 luminary bags, 
placed around a heart made of 
yellow roses. Each bag sported 
a name, date of passing and 
message for a specific person.

The Yellow Heart Memorial 
was founded by Rosie Davis, 
who lost her mother, Mary 
Castro, to COVID-19 on May 
17, 2020. Davis was not able to 
visit her mom in the hospital 
or call her on FaceTime before 
she passed. Davis’ family was 
not able to choose whether 
they wanted to bury or cremate 
Castro. Due to the concern she 
could still be contagious, Cas-
tro had to be cremated.

“We didn’t have any control 
over any decisions that were 
made from the time she left 
the nursing home to the time 
she got to the hospital,” Davis 
said. “The honorable things 
that should have been done to 
memorialize my mom, none of 
that was done. I had to make it 
my mission to make sure my 

By Arden Terry
Irving—The My Hero Conven-
tion: Texas Smash, a convention 
dedicated to celebrating the an-
ime ‘My Hero Academia,’ was 
held at the Irving Convention 
Center Jan. 21-23. Though the 
theme of the convention cen-
tered on ‘My Hero Academia,’ 
other animes, video games, and 
various forms of pop culture 
were celebrated at the event.

The convention took place 

any driving-related stress. 
TRE is jointly run by Trinity 

Rail of Fort Worth and Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit (DART). 
Seeing the line turn 25 in De-
cember 2021 is a source of 
pride for everyone involved. 

“It is a major achievement 
in public transportation,” An-
thony Fuller, chief operating 
officer for Trinity Metro, said. 
“TRE started 25 years ago 
when support for transit, es-
pecially commuter rail was not 
very strong. It’s huge in the 
regard that TRE has lasted 25 
years.

“It’s also significant in the 
people of the DFW Metroplex 
have supported TRE and con-
tinued to ride, which says it was 
an important part of providing 

alternative means for them to 
move about the region.”

Gordon Shattles is DART’s 
director, External Relations, 
and admits it is still hard to 
fathom TRE recently turning 
25. 

“Twenty-five years, it might 
feel young as far as the transit 
world goes, but for a commuter 
rail line, especially in an area 
like North Texas, to have the 
service TRE provides and es-
pecially the ridership people 
enjoy from it, is really a monu-
mental achievement,” Shattles 
said. 

The original TRE fleet con-
sisted of rail diesel cars built 
in the 1950s. However, the 

TRE celebrates 25 years of service

Convention brings anime 
superheroes to town

on the first and third floors of 
the convention center. The first 
floor contained a dealer room 
where vendors and artists sold 
merchandise, and voice actors 
had booths were fans could 
come up and meet them. On 
the third floor panels were held 
in different meeting rooms.

Greg Hanks, one of the own-
ers of the company that man-
aged this convention, explained 
why the company decided to 

create a convention dedicated 
to ‘My Hero Academia.’

“We do about a dozen or so 
events across the south every 
year, the [Texas Smash] is one 
of them,” Hanks said. “Two or 
three years ago, we wanted to 
try a themed anime show, and 
saw that ‘My Hero’ was family 
friendly, and it was kind of easy 
to explain to parents. It isn’t 

Yellow Heart Memorial 
honors COVID-19 victims

mom’s death was not in vain, 
and my mom was remembered 
as a person and not a number.”

Last year, Davis created a 
memorial at the Irving Archives 
and Museum. To individualize 
the people being honored, Da-
vis printed out 200 portraits of 
COVID-19 victims to represent 
the 200,000 deaths that had 
occured at the time. The por-
traits were created by a young 
artist from New Jersey.

Hannah Ernst, 17, lost her 
grandfather to COVID-19 near 
the beginning of the pandemic. 
He was an artist, who inspired 
her own interest in art. After he 
passed, Ernst created a digital 
portrait of his silhouette. Her 
mom posted it online, and soon 
other people requested por-

traits of their loved ones.
“At that time, there were so 

many people who didn’t under-
stand the severity of the virus,” 
Ernst said. “Seeing your loved 
one be individualized from the 
pandemic they’ve been erased 
by, I think really brought a 
means of remembrance.”

Ernst began the Faces of 
COVID Victims in August of 
2020. Around this time, Davis 
reached out to request a por-
trait of her mother. Some por-
traits were displayed during 
the Yellow Heart Memorial.

“I’m so grateful for [Davis] 
and her idea,” Ernst said. “I 
love doing my digital art and 
having my Facebook page that 

we have a conservation ethic 
with these kids,” Brett John-
son, scout master for boys, 
said. “That’s huge for us in 
Scouting. BSA is one of the first 
environmental and conserva-
tion organizations in the U.S. 
and we’re just trying to make 
sure we continue that tradition 
and effort.”

“The last clean a stream 
event we had 3,100 pounds 
of trash we picked up,” Brent 
Crews, assistant scout master, 
said. “We picked up anything 
from VCR’s to tires to shopping 
carts.” 

“We need more people active 
in the community no matter 
what organization you are a 

The TRE travels through Irving. Photo by John Starkey.

A youngster discovers a turtle while cleaning along the stream in Friendship 
Park. /Photo by Grace Reyes.

Boy Scouts aid in 
Adopt-A-Stream
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I think brings community to 
people who need it. [But] es-
pecially in this time of need, I 
think there’s a more physical 
approach to what she does. I 
think the Yellow Heart Memo-
rial is an absolutely incredible 
venture.”

The Yellow Heart Memori-
al Facebook group has nearly 
3,000 members. The organi-
zation has ten chapters across 
the U.S., but has recently made 
international connections with 
the addition of a chapter in Po-
land. Along with adding new 
members and chapters, Davis 
is focused on creating perma-
nent memorials for COVID-19 
victims.

Davis is grateful for the tem-
porary memorials she created 
in Irving, but permanent me-
morials are even more import-
ant. The first permanent me-
morial is in Jefferson County, 
MO. She feels long-term me-
morials are important, because 
they will allow future genera-
tions to learn about the people 
who were affected by this pan-
demic.

“It’s been our mission to 
make sure these families have 
space to grieve,” Davis said. 

“We’ve built a community 
where we all understand each 
other. We all understand the 
COVID loss. We understand 
this is something that is going 
to be recorded in history.”

Although the memorial at 
the Levy Event Center is tem-
porary, it provided a place for 
people to remember their loved 
ones and share their stories. 
A few families of COVID-19 
victims spoke at the event in 

honor of their loved ones. One 
person who spoke was Virginia 
Beach, who lost her mother in 
September 2020. Her mom, 
Maria Esther Orona, married 
her husband at a young age 
and had 14 children with Beach 
being the youngest.

Beach joined the Yellow 
Heart Memorial Facebook 
group a few weeks after its 
creation. She said the event 
allowed people to remember 
those who passed away from 
COVID-19 as individuals in-
stead of statistics.

“They continue to be alive 
every time we do something 
like this,” Beach said. “Every 
time we say their name [and] 
every time we tell their story, 
they’re alive. We bring honor 
to them like they deserve.”

On the same night, all of 
the chapters put out luminary 
bags. A total of 800 luminary 
bags were lit to represent 
the over 800,000 COVID-19 
deaths in the U.S.

“I am glad we’ve provided a 
space [to grieve] because the 
space I needed when my mom 
passed away did not exist,” 
Davis said. “I’m really glad my 
team and I can provide these 
memorials, and we can keep 
this going. We’ve kind of laid 
the path for other people who 
are losing loved ones.”

YELLOW HEART
Continued from Page 1

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—For about three hours 
on Saturday, Jan. 22, profes-
sional wrestling took center 
stage at Southern Junction 
Irving. A robust crowd of 687 
experienced an entertaining, 
fun evening entitled Have a Nice 
Day, a nod to special guest Mick 
Foley, whose appearance kicked 
off a 10-match card for World 
Class Pro Wrestling. 

Foley, who wrestled under 

Pro wrestling wows packed house

the names Cactus Jack Man-
son, Mankind and Dude Love, 
was a huge fan favorite known 
as the “King of Hardcore” for 
his propensity to sacrifice his 
body with death-defying moves 
off the top rope or a steel cage 
just to get a pop or loud cheers 
from fans. 

North Texas was where Fo-
ley, then wrestling as Cactus 
Jack, spent his formative years 
with World Class Champion-

ship Wrestling (WCCW), a na-
tionally televised organization 
based at the Dallas Sportatori-
um until folding in 1990. 

Foley has great memories of 
his time in DFW and thanked 
the fans, who chanted “Foley, 
Foley, Foley” while being inter-
viewed by former WCCW ring 
announcer and TV commenta-
tor Marc Lowrance. 

Lowrance recently inter-
viewed Foley at the Christmas 
Star Wars Event on Dec. 11, 
2021, at Southern Junction Ir-
ving, an interview which went 
viral. 

“I didn’t know it went viral,” 
Foley said. “We had so much 
to talk about and all the great 
times we had. I want to thank 
everyone for giving me a much 
needed shot in the arm [by] 
asking all the questions about 
what wrestling’s given to me. I 
appreciate it.

“One of the cool things about 
doing these shows is I get in 
my car and start driving. I see 
[former WCCW star] Eric Em-
bry tonight, a man who meant 
so much to my career. In Little 
Rock, Arkansas, I saw Gor-
geous Gary Young. We were a 
pretty good tag team in World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
managed by the late, great 
Skandor Akbar.”

Foley’s interview was then 
hijacked by wrestler Angel 

Camacho, who was facing Per-
ry “Action” Jackson of Texar-
kana later that evening. How-
ever, Jackson, who wrestled 
alongside Foley in WCCW, 
came out to help his longtime 
friend, which did not go unno-
ticed by the evening’s guest of 
honor. 

“Back in those days when I 
was struggling, [WCCW an-
nouncer and matchmaker] 
Frank Dusek said Cactus Jack, 
you’ve got the heart,” Foley 
said. “You’ve got the will. But 
if you want to improve, he told 
me to start watching one man, 
and that man is Perry Jack-
son.”

The spirited crowd was then 
treated to several matches, in-
cluding a steel cage match be-
tween Moonshine Mantell and 
Jacob Fatu, Tim Storm and 
Charlie Haas, battling for the 
SWE Championship, and the 
OMGs battling the Dungeon of 
Doom, managed by legendary 
former wrestler, manager, and 
matchmaker Kevin Sullivan, 

for the World Class Tag Team 
Championship.

However, the moment of 
the night might have come in 
the match for the Diamond 
Division Championship when 
Myka Madrid defeated Marti 
Belle to capture the belt. 

No matter who fans were 
rooting for, there were plenty 
of body slams, hard chest slaps, 
suplexes, at least one attempt-
ed piledriver, and ample aerial 
maneuvers off the top rope and 
action outside the ring. 

The wrestlers themselves, 
whether they were faces (good 
guys) or heels (bad guys), did 
an outstanding job of interact-
ing with the crowd and keep-
ing them actively involved 
throughout the night. 

Kyle Hawk was one of the 
wrestlers and after defeating 
Wayne Black, the Millennial 
Millionaire, in his match, com-
mended the crowd and venue 
to helping them put on a great 
show. 

“The crowd’s awesome. It’s 

alive,” Hawk said. “It’s very 
energetic. You can feel it. You 
can feel if they’re cheering you; 
you can feel it if they hate you. 
They’re all having good fun, 
which is what it’s about. It’s a 
good venue to have it at and 
I’m very thankful for it.”

During a short 10-minute in-
termission before the evening’s 
final four matches, fans had an 
opportunity to interact with the 
wrestlers by purchasing some 
merchandise, approaching 
them for a picture or a hand-
shake, or maybe giving them a 
compliment, or talking a little 
smack. 

The theme of the night was 
twofold: fun and gratitude. The 
crowd was grateful for such a 
great, family-friendly event on 
a cold winter night where they 
were thoroughly entertained 
for around three hours. The 
wrestlers were happy for the 
opportunity to do what they 
love in front of a great crowd, 
who they had plenty of interac-
tion with. 

Asian market hosts
New Year celebration
By Claire Stanley
Grand Prairie—People crowd-
ed in Asia Times Square in 
Grand Prairie to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year. The festival in-
cludes dragon dancing, artists, 
performers, music, and street 
food from across Asia. While 
the festival focuses on Asian 
traditions, all are welcome to 
celebrate the end of the Year of 
the Ox, as we enter the Year of 
the Tiger. 

Lily Eao attended the festi-
val. 

“We try to attend this festi-
val every year as a family,” Eao 
said. “My grandmother enjoys 
it, because she grew up attend-
ing these festivals at home. We 
celebrate it by eating small fes-
tival foods, gathering together, 
watching the lion dance, and 
other performers. It is our way 
of celebrating the New Year.

“Part of the focus of the cel-
ebration is to spend time to-
gether, enjoying the festival 
mood and the food. Every-
one is invited and welcome 
to come celebrate with us. 

When I invite someone to join 
us, I say they should come, 
eat, and enjoy the vibes.”  
Joseph Ho participated in a 
ping pong tournament.

“This tournament is to cele-
brate the end of the year,” Ho 
said. “Ping pong is such a fun 
sport, and we would like every-
one to come join us. Everyone 
can come and celebrate with 
us. We play both team and in-
dividual in the tournament. 
“The Lunar New Year actually 
starts on the second of Febru-
ary. We come the two week-
ends before that and celebrate 
together. It is so nice to see 
the Asian items, clothes, and 
to smell all the different Asian 
food around us.

“Coming up is the Year of the 
Tiger. There are twelve differ-
ent animals, one for each year, 
then it repeats itself. This tradi-
tion is similar in all of Asia, so it 
is a way for us to come together 
and celebrate.” 

Sunu Sohn and Soyoung Lee 
recently moved to the DFW 
area.

“We heard there is a big 
event here, and we decided 
to drive out to explore,” Sohn 
said. “We saw the pictures of 
the street food, and who does 
not like street food? We de-
cided to come try a few things. 
“If you ever wanted to see 
what it is like in rural Asia, 
this is it. With all the peo-
ple, the dragon dancing and 
music, and the carts with 
food, this is an authentic ex-
perience. This is everything 
I would have hoped for.”  
“We were not sure what to ex-
pect, especially since we just 
moved to the Dallas area,” 
Lee said. “Moving to Texas, 
we were worried we would 
not be able to find authen-
tic Asian experiences. We 
did not have them in Denver, 
where we moved from. But 
this is such a great surprise.”  
The festival runs weekends 
through Sunday, Jan. 30. Asia 
Times Square is located at 
2625 W. Pioneer Parkway in 
Grand Prairie.

Call for all your photography 
needs 214-675-6493

Over 30 years of experience.

A picture is worth

a thousand words

Wrestlers work for the adoration of the crowd. /Photo by Stephen Hunt.

Those left behind grieve family and friends lost to COVID-19.  /Photo by Camila 
Gonzalez.
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Life Tributes

DEATH NOTICES

Alberta Harper aged 90 who 
lived in New Braunfels, TX 
passed away January 13, 2022 
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily.

She was born July 3, 1931 
in Goff, KS to Lawrence and 
Phoebe Swartz, the second of 
4 children. She grew up on 
the family farm and taught in 
a one-room school till she met 
the love of her life, Kenneth 
H. Harper of Longmont, CO. 
They were happily married for 
60 years. Together, they raised 
4 children and 2 nieces and a 
nephew. Besides being a teach-
er and homemaker she worked 
for GTE as an executive admin-
istrator and was a successful 
independent Amway Diamond 
Direct distributor.

Alberta’s passions were fam-
ily, friends, letter writing, trav-
el, a good game of golf, being a 
grandmother and great grand-
mother and her Catholic faith.

 She is survived by her chil-
dren, Kim Harper (Ellen), Brid-
get Harper (Chip Garwood), 
Patrice Faust (Bob), and nieces 
Gretchen Gantz, Theresa Gantz 
(Tom Robb) and nephew Doug 
Gantz (Sue); Grand children 
Ian Harper (Colleen), Evelyn 
Ives (Colton),  Louis Acquisto 
(Suzy), Stella Acquisto, Curtis 
Dawson, Kendra Dawson, Eva 
Faust and John Faust. Great 
grand children; Cora. James 

and Muriel. Her sister Kathryn 
Towne of Onaga, KS; nieces 
and nephews.

She is preceded in death 
by husband, Kennth Harper, 
daughter Rebecca Acquisto, 
sons-in-law Dale Bucher and 
Mark Acquisto, her parents, 
Lawrence and Phoebe Swartz, 
sister, Patricia Gantz and 
brother, Larry Swartz.

Family and friends are in-
vited to attend rosary and 
mass at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church in New 
Braunfels, TX at 10am on Feb-
ruary 11th. A reception will im-
mediately follow at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall. Flowers may 
be sent to Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help in New Braunfels or 
monetary donations may be 
made in Alberta’s name direct-
ly to the Texas Alzheimer’s As-
sociation.

ALBERTA LENORA SWARTZ HARPER

Brian Joseph Faught, age 64 
of Pilot Point, Texas, was born 
September 21, 1957 in Irving, 
Texas to Daniel and Loraine 
Faught. Brian and his wife 
Margot are the third genera-
tion of the Faught Family Farm 
and Ranch. 

Brian was the ultimate out-
doorsman, a true cowboy and 
an effortless comedian. He 
loved hunting and fishing, car-
ing for his cattle, and providing 
comic relief with his famous 
one liners. He worked at In-
ternational Paper for over 40 
years, most as a manager of 
other strong likeminded men, 
before retiring to pursue his 
dream of living on the farm and 
working the land like his father 
and grandfather before him. 
His most beloved roles were 
those with no monetary value; 
roles as a loving husband, a 
proud father, and irreplaceable 
ol’ Papa. Some of his favorite 
moments were those spent 
with his four grandchildren. 

Brian passed away Christmas 
day 2021 surrounded by his 
family. He was truly one of a 
kind and will be forever missed.

He is survived by his loving 
wife, Margot; mother, Loraine; 
son, Samuel Faught and wife 
Katy Faught; and daughter, 
Tonya McKay and husband 
Benny McKay; nephew, Clint 
Faught and wife Kim Faught; 
grandchildren, Brawley 
Faught, Bristol Faught, Banks 
McKay, and Breelyn McKay; 
and niece, Riley Faught. He is 
preceded in death by his father, 
Daniel Faught and brother, Jay 
Faught.

A memorial service will be 
held at 10:00AM, Saturday, 
January 29, 2022 at Slay Me-
morial Chapel in Aubrey, TX.  
Online condolences may be 
shared at www.slaymemori-
alfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Bradley R. Shotts 
and Slay Memorial Funeral 
Center.

BRIAN JOSEPH FAUGHT

Coppell
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Sr. QA Analyst I; Tekvivid, Inc. -  Jobs loc in Farmers Branch, TX & var 
unanticp locs t/o U.S. Rev, eval, & test clnt/srvr & web apps. Gath & eval 
user reqs & prcdrs. Automate test cases & test plans for funct & regessn 
testing of apps. Devel & direct s/ware syst testing & validation prcdrs, 
prgammng, & documentation. Trav/relo to var unanticp locs t/o U.S. for 
l/t & s/t assigns at clnt sites. Reqs Master’s or frgn equivt in Comp Sci, 
Engng (any), or rel. Mail res w/ cvr letter to Tekvivid, Inc., 2665 Villa 
Creek Dr, Ste 102A, Farmers Branch, Texas 75234; Job 21TDI02; EOE

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #186 City of Coppell Cit-
izen Survey. Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Pro-
posals can be submitted until 10:00 a.m. CST Tuesday, February 
15, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town Center, 
at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal meeting, 
which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 10:00 a.m. 
CST, Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway 
Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_81OmwHNsT3CG-
S5lMj_SHqw

RFP Open – Tuesday, February 15, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d4NcrXHyTRS7fgtigrU-
iYA

current fleet features 11 loco-
motives, which weigh 260,000 
pounds each, 17 coach cars, 
and 8 cab cars. 

TRE drew its millionth cus-
tomer in 1999 and its 25 mil-
lionth rider in October 2011. 

Neither Fuller nor Shattles 
has any idea what the next 25 
years will hold for TRE or DFW 
for that matter. However, as 
the Metroplex comes out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, plenty 
has been learned from how the 
pandemic affected TRE and the 
entire transportation industry. 

“I wish I had a crystal ball 
to predict the future. [The 
pandemic] changed the land-
scape of businesses,” Fuller 
said. “One of the things we’ve 
learned is we must remain 
flexible and must also wait to 
see whether people will con-

tinue to work remotely, wheth-
er businesses will bring their 
employees back to the office or 
whether it’s going to be a com-
bination thereof.

“That would force us to then 
look at our current schedule 
and see if it continues to meet 
the needs of the people. If peo-
ple are working remotely or 
working a hybrid schedule of 
three or four days a week, that 
[current schedule] might not 
meet their needs.”

One big difference between 
the initial version of TRE and 
the current one is there is now 
a station, CentrePort/DFW 
Airport at the always-busy 
DFW International Airport, 
which provides travelers with 
a less stressful option for get-
ting into and out of one of the 
world’s busiest airports. 

The TRE crosses a bridge. /Photo provided.

NOTICE OF BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION ORDERS

On January 25, 2022 the City of Irving Building and Standards Commis-
sion held a Public Hearing to consider the issuance of an order requiring 
the repair, removal or demolition of the structures, or the assessment 
of civil penalties, on various properties located within the City of Irving.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Building and Standards Commis-
sion ordered the following:

The case involving the property located at 2333 Hill N Dale Dr. is 
ordered to be assessed civil penalties for a total amount of $9,100.00 
for continual failure to completely repair or demolish the structure(s) on 
the property in compliance with the Commission’s orders on January 23, 
2020. These civil penalties constitute a personal liability of the owner 
and a lien against the Property and accrue interest at a rate of ten (10) 
percent per annum until paid. 

All owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having an 
interest in the properties at 1927 Colony Dr. and 672 Francine 
Dr. are ordered to appear before the Commission on April 26, 2022 
at 4:00 p.m. to determine compliance and consider if civil penalties 
should be assessed for failure to comply with the Commission’s orders.

With regard to the property located at 422 Sandra Dr., the Commis-
sion orders all structures on the property must be repaired or demolished 
by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other persons having 
an interest in the property within 60 days, or no later than March 
26, 2022. If the property is not repaired or demolished in 60 days, 
the City is authorized to enter the properties, demolish the structure(s), 
remove all debris, and to place a lien on the properties. 

With regard to the property located at 2203 W Irving Blvd., the 
Commission orders all structures on the property must be repaired or 
demolished by the owner(s), mortgagee(s), lienholder(s) and other per-
sons having an interest in the property within 90 days, or no later than 
April 25, 2022. If the property is not repaired or demolished in 90 
days, the City is authorized to enter the properties, demolish the struc-
ture(s), remove all debris, and to place a lien on the properties. 

For questions, or to obtain a copy of any of the orders referenced above, 
contact Randall Anglin, Program Coordinator for the Building and Stan-
dards Commission, City of Irving, Code Enforcement Dept., 825 W. Ir-
ving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 (972-721-4917).  Additionally, copies of 
the orders are available in the Irving City Secretary’s Office at 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., 4th Floor, Irving, Texas 75060.

ADT seeks Senior IT Data Administrator in Irving, TX. Background 
check & drug testing required. Job duties include providing technical
& operational DBA support on ERP Oracle database, ERP applications 
& non-ERP Oracle databases for data warehouse and other applica-
tions & partnering w/ tech/business groups to ensure database stan-
dards are met. Must have at least bachelor’s degree or equivalent in 
Computer Science or related field & 5 years progressive experience 
supporting Oracle EBS in large corporate environment. Apply at jobs.
adt.com, Keyword/Job ID 2119511

“One of the great ones [sell-
ing points for TRE] is for peo-
ple in the southern area of 
North Texas to be able to get 
that easy access to the airport. 
That Airport Station, as you 
deboard there, you can take 
a shuttle bus to DFW Airport, 
which makes traveling that 
much easier,” Shattles said.

Shattles adds that train en-
thusiasts yet to ride TRE will 
love the experience of riding a 
double-decker train through 
the heart of the Metroplex. 

The TRE also still holds 
strong appeal to people who 
live on one side of the Metro-
plex and have friends or fam-
ily on the opposite side, giving 
them a stress-free way to travel 
to see friends and family, one 
where they can leave the driv-
ing to someone else, relax and 
enjoy the journey. 

Two proposed high-speed 
rail projects involve the Metro-
plex. A high-speed rail line 
which would travel in a hyper-
loop, a tube allowing trains to 

travel three times faster than 
normal high speed rail lines, 
has been proposed along the 
Interstate 30 corridor between 
Fort Worth and Dallas. 

Preliminary work also con-
tinues on developing a high-
speed bullet train similar those 
prevalent in Japan, which 
would travel between Dallas 
and Houston. That line, should 

it become reality, would be the 
first of its type in the United 
States. 

TRE welcomes both projects 
to the area, adopting an atti-
tude of “the more the merrier” 
about DFW having an array of 
rail options potentially avail-
able to residents in the future. 

“I would view it in a positive 

manner, because it will provide 
more opportunities for TRE to 
get additional riders they ha-
ven’t had previously,” Fuller 
said. “People like new technol-
ogy, and they like new things. 
I can see them trying that and 
saying we’ve never taken TRE, 
so let’s try it.”

Google sued for 
tracking users 

w/o consent
Austin—Attorney General 

Paxton filed his third lawsuit 
against Google, again alleging 
the company is systematically 
misleading and deceiving Tex-
as consumers in violation of 
Texas’ Deceptive Trade Prac-
tices Act. 

Attorney General Paxton’s 
most recent Geolocation law-
suit alleges Google misled Tex-
as consumers by continuing to 
track their location even when 
the user tried to prevent it. 
Google uses the ill-gotten data 
it accumulates to send targeted 
advertisements to the consum-
er, thereby earning enormous 
profits from wrongfully collect-
ed personal data. 

This most recent Google 
lawsuit argues that the com-
pany misled Texas consumers 
by continuing to track their 
personal location even when 
the user thought he or she had 
disabled it from doing so. Goo-
gle then uses the deceptively 
gathered data to push adver-
tisements to the consumer, 
earning the Big Tech company 

enormous profits.  
Google provides a setting 

called “Location History” and 
tells users that, if they turn it 
off, “the places you go are no 
longer stored.” In spite of this 
assurance, Google continues 
to track users’ location through 
other settings and methods 
that it fails to adequately dis-
close.  

“Google’s founding motto is 
‘Don’t Be Evil.’ And yet it sys-
tematically lies to millions of 
consumers in order to stack 
billions of dollars into its cof-
fers,” Paxton said. “Big Tech 
companies like Google contin-
ue to erode the American way 
of life and often break the law 
to maintain their overwhelm-
ing dominant market position. 
This lawsuit is just another part 
of my fight against Big Tech. 
I’ll hold Google accountable 
for misleading and deceiving 
Texans. This is not only an un-
ethical invasion of privacy; it’s 
against the law.”  
SOURCE Office of the Texas Attorney 

General

KIB partners 
with Cistercian 

for MLK Day
Irving—Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) partnered with Cistercian 
Preparatory School for a Martin 
Luther King Jr. (MLK) Day ser-
vice project at the city of Irving 
Tree Farm on Jan. 17. The city 
of Irving’s Urban Forestry Team 
guided the group of 81, which 
included students, teachers, 
and parents, to add mulch to the 
trees growing at the farm. The 
group completed a combined 
total of 162 hours of service.

The many varieties of trees 
grown at the farm will be used 
to replace damaged or diseased 
trees in public spaces across 
the city. Prior to visiting the 
farm, Cistercian Preparatory 
School volunteers started their 
day with a cleanup at White 
Rock Lake in Dallas. 

The King Holiday and Ser-
vice Act of 1993 was passed 
by Congress in 1994, which 
designated MLK Day as a Na-
tional Day of Service. It calls 
for Americans from all walks of 
life to make the holiday “a day 
on, not a day off” by engaging 
in volunteer activities.

“What an outstanding turn-
out we had for this event,” KIB 
board member and schools 
co-chair Kelly Horn said. “Cis-
tercian places a very high value 
on giving back and has been a 
great KIB partner for several 
years. This group spent their 
whole day off by being of ser-
vice to the community, and 
that really is what this day is all 
about.”

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful
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Carrier Needed
For more information
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johns@ramblernews
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. 24
2. A type of bat
3. Mediterranean Sea
4. A pelican
5. Oceanic Airlines
6. Abraham Lincoln
7. Mjolnir
8. Japan
9. 1989
10. Atmospheric pressure

* File this one under safe-
ty AND energy smarts: Clean 
the dryer vent after every load. 
Clean the dryer vent screen 
monthly with a gentle soap and 
water bath. Rinse well and dry 
thoroughly before inserting 
back into your dryer.  

* I used to struggle with 
plastic wrap every time I tried 
to use it. But now, it’s a breeze 
since I learned to do these two 
things: One, keep plastic wrap 
in the freezer. It unrolls evenly, 
not one side or the other. Two, 
use a serrated knife to cut it 
instead of relying on the metal 
strip down the side of the box. 
You lay it out on the counter, 
and just run the knife down the 
edge you want to cut. Works 
like magic, and it’s no longer 
frustrating. - G.S. in Georgia

* Store an apple or two with 
your potatoes to keep them 
from sprouting. Be sure to 
check them often. 

1. ANATOMY: How many ribs 
are in the human body?

2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What kind of animal is a flying 
fox?

3. GEOGRAPHY: In which 
body of water does the island of 
Malta lie?

4. U.S. STATES: What animal 
is featured on the state flag of 
Louisiana?

5. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the fictional airline 
whose jet crashed on an island 
in “Lost”?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president ran on the slogan 
“Vote Yourself a Farm and 
Horses”?

7. MOVIES: What is the name 
of Thor’s hammer in the earlier 
“Avengers” movies?

8. FOOD & DRINK: The “Iron 
Chef” TV cooking show origi-
nated in which country?

9. HISTORY: In what year did 
the Cold War end?

10. SCIENCE: What weather 
condition is measured in mil-
libars?

“Great thoughts speak only 
to the thoughtful mind, but 
great actions speak to all man-
kind.” 
- Theodore Roosevelt

* Cut cotton pads in half to 
double your supply. They are 
typically big enough for two 
uses, and you can always use 
two halves if you need a whole.

* “Make a cream lipstick 
last longer and stay cleaner by 
using a makeup brush to ap-
ply. Your skin picks up more 
of the lipstick than necessary, 
one reason why we blot our 
lips afterward. But the brush 
uses only what you need. And 
there’s less bacteria transfer.” - 
Y.R. in Massachusetts 

* Studies have shown that 
you spend more and make 
worse decisions when grocery 
shopping at peak hours. To be 
a saver on the family food bill, 
pick a time to shop when you’re 
not rushed; have a list; know 
the sales ahead of time; and eat 
before you go.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

The VA Versus 
Covid

The Department of Veter-
an’s Affairs has been battling 
COVID-19 from the very be-
ginning of the pandemic. The 
recently released Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 Response Report 
Annex B tells just how they’ve 
done. The facts are impressive.

So far they’ve vaccinated 
4.3 million people. 

The VA was the first federal 
agency to issue a mandate re-
quiring all VA employees who 
work in health care to be vac-
cinated. They beefed up tele-
health for veterans at home 
and those who live in rural ar-
eas. This resulted in 2,500% in-
crease of telehealth care visits.

The VA carried out 43 
Fourth Mission assignments, 
improving preparedness on the 

national, state and local lev-
els. These assignments ranged 
from admitting 630 civilians 
to VA medical centers to pro-
viding 937,000 pieces of per-
sonal protective equipment 
such hand sanitizers, wipes, 
plexiglass isolation stations, 
webcams, air machines and so 
much more. Personnel were 
deployed to all 50 states to pro-
vide support at all levels and 
in all types of capacities, from 
hands-on medical to logistics 
to grocery delivery to home-
bound veterans.

They have processed be-
tween 70,000 and 90,000 
COVID tests per week.

The VA published over 300 
COVID studies, including: a 
comparison between the Mod-
erna and Pfizer vaccines (Mod-
erna was better), vaccination 
rates between minorities and 
white patients (minorities re-
ceived more vaccines in the VA 
system while white patients 

received more vaccines in the 
civilian population) and Ba-
ricitinib plus remdesivir was 
better than remdesivir by itself, 
among many other studies.

The VA pulled together pul-
monary experts to study long 
COVID, the long-term symp-
toms after a COVID infection. 
It moved early to administer 
monoclonal antibody thera-
py and genome sequencing in 
labs.

If you want to look at the 
whole 199-page Annex B re-
port, go to www.publichealth.
v a . g o v / n - c o r o n a v i r u s /
COVID_19_Response_Re-
ports.asp. Annex B is the sec-
ond addendum to the original 
Response Report.

What is clear is that VA left 
no stone unturned in its battle 
with COVID-19. States and lo-
cal communities could learn a 
lot from what the VA has been 
doing.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Subscribe to the Rambler 
today!

GIVE US A CALL 972-870-1992

Thought for the Day
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* In mid-18th century 
France, eating potatoes was 
considered cruel and unusual 
punishment since they were 
not only thought of as feed for 

livestock, but believed to cause 
leprosy in humans. The fear 
was so widespread that the 
French passed a law banning 
them in 1748.

* Every year, Americans 
alone create around one-fifth 
of the world’s trash.

* Some of the boulevard 
medians in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, have 8- to 10-feet deep 
bunkers with toilets in them, 

originally installed in the 1930s 
as a convenience for city work-
ers who were out and about all 
day without access to a bath-
room.

* According to the head of 
MI6, if Ian Fleming’s iconic 
hero James Bond were real, he 
wouldn’t be allowed to work for 
British intelligence due to lack 
of the required emotional intel-
ligence, respect for the law and 
teamwork abilities.

* Colombian pop singer Sha-
kira was rejected for the choir 
in her Catholic school because 
her music teacher thought that 
her vibrato was too strong and 
that she sounded “like a goat.”

* In 1907, Parisian waiters 
went on strike for the right to 
grow a moustache.

* Cruise control in cars was 
invented in 1948 by the blind 
inventor and mechanical en-
gineer Ralph Teetor. The idea 
was inspired by his frustration 
with his driver’s habit of speed-
ing up and slowing down as he 
talked.

* There is a material called 
FOGBANK, used by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, the pre-
cise nature of which is classified 
and so top secret and compart-
mentalized that the govern-
ment once actually “forgot” 
how to make it due to a lack of 
actual records and dwindling 
institutional knowledge.

* A sloth takes two weeks to 
digest the food it’s eaten.

It’s not over yet. Rising food 
prices, that is. 

The best guess of experts is 
that food prices are likely to 
rise 5% in the first half of 2022. 
This is on top of the average 
6.8% rise for all items, as re-
ported by the Consumer Price 
Index in November for the pre-
vious 12 months. That report 
cited increases for foods such 
as eggs, meat, poultry and fish 
topping the list at 12.8%, the 
highest since 1982.

Which food items do experts 
point to as likely to see addi-
tional price increases? Nearly 
everything. And what are the 
reasons for all the increases? 
That depends on the item. Po-
tatoes are heavy; it costs more 
to ship them. Mayonnaise 
comes in a jar; packaging costs 
have risen.

In other words, if there’s a 
reason, there’s an increase.

We’re all scrambling to find 
lower food prices. If you have 
one of the warehouses clubs 
near you, it might be worth 
joining. Costco and Sam’s Club 
will charge you for an annu-
al membership, but over the 
course of a year, it might be 
worth it. Your biggest hurdle, 
however, will be calculating 
whether you can actually use 
up the foods before they expire. 
Nearly everything comes in a 
mega bulk size. 

One benefit is that you can 
buy more than food in those 
stores -- including tires, furni-
ture, books, jewelry and much 
more -- which keeps you from 
needing to go into multiple 
stores to get the things you 
need. Some of the stores have 
been using curbside pickup, 
and some have a discount phar-
macy and two-day delivery. All 
of them have online ordering.

As a test, I just checked the 
prices of my cereal. If I bought 
several large boxes, I would 
save over $2 per box, compared 
with my local grocery store.

I’m tempted to sign up.
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

The Rising 
Costs of Food

AN IRVING TRADITION AN IRVING TRADITION 
Since 1948*Some restrictions apply

CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*
w/purchase of an adult entree

LUNCHLUNCHBREAKFASTBREAKFAST DINNERDINNER
100 E Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060
972-307-5000
www.Bigstatefountaingrill.com

SPECIAL OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN
MONDAY thru SATURDAY

8am - 8pm

one of the weirder anime. It is 
basically super heroes. 

“We knew a lot of the voice 
actors already. We wanted to 
see how it would go, and now 
this is our fourth [convention] 
and second one [in this build-
ing]. This is the biggest gath-
ering of voice actors from ‘My 
Hero Academia’ in the world.

“The celebrities are here to 
do autographs, meet the fans, 
and take pictures with them. 
They do panels, and talk about 
their careers. There’s a cos-
tume contest, there’s gaming, 
there’s a screening of episodes 
of the show all day. There are 
other panels run by fans who 
talk about everything from co-
splaying to how to make a wig. 
It’s a lot of things under one 
roof related to anime.”

Xazier Lunn volunteered at 
the convention. 

“It’s the standard voice ac-

tors, panels, stuff like that, 
and afterwards there’s kara-
oke, and a rave. That should 
be fun,” Lunn said. “Basically 
one of the main things is all 
the merchandise is being sold 
here. There are not a lot of an-
ime stores here in Texas specif-
ically. This is a really good way 
to get that kind of stuff. It’s just 
really awesome to be able to 
meet [the voice actors].”

There were many voice ac-
tors and actresses from ‘My 
Hero Academia’ with booths at 
the convention. 

Voice actor Charlie Campell, 
voices the character Gran Tori-
no. 

“I’m a voice actor guest and 
a director guest,” Campell said. 
“[I’m] talking to fans. I love get-
ting to talk to people, because 
in the studio you don’t get to 
meet anybody, so it’s really 
nice. I’m signing autographs, 

doing some panels here and 
there. 

“I love this venue, and I love 
the people who put it on.”

Katelyn Barr, voices the 
character Ryuko.

“I am here to meet fans and 
sign autographs,” Barr said. 
“I have a Funko Pop Figure of 
my character, so I am signing 
those as well. 

“We also did a panel where 
we answered questions for fans 
earlier. This is my first ‘My 
Hero’ convention. I’ve done a 
lot of anime conventions be-
fore, but this is the first one I’ve 
been to that is just focused on 
one franchise. It’s been really 
exciting to see the fandom turn 
out.”

Megan Shipman is the voice 
of the character La Brava.

“I’ve been a voice actor for 
about eight-ish years now, it’s 
kind of hard to remember,” 
Shipman said. “I voice act. I 
also do directing. I do ADR 
directing, which means I just 
cast shows and make them all 
sound great. 

“I love how [the event] is 
going. Everyone here is super 
great. The whole organization 
putting it on is super awesome, 
and it looks like everyone is 
having a great time.”

Barbora Hogan was cosplay-
ing the character Mt. Lady. 

“I like being around like 
minded people,” Hogan said. 
“I like the costumes, admiring 
other people’s craftsmanship, 
and the attention I get. I love 
the panels with the voice ac-
tors, because they’re actually so 
great and down to Earth. 

“I was excited about the cos-
tume contest. [MHA is] a very 
feel good show, and the kids 
achieve their dreams and real-
ize they can be whoever they 
want to be.”

Irving ISD employees 
step up and support
Irving—Like districts across 
the country, the pandemic has 
affected Irving ISD, specifical-
ly with teacher shortages on 
campus. You may have driven 
by the Administration Building 
recently and noticed the scarce 
parking lot. That’s due to em-
ployees like Courtney Putman 
who have stepped up to support 
our staff and students on cam-
pus during this time. 

Putman, Irving ISD second-
ary science coordinator, has 
filled in for teachers since last 
school year. She has served as 
a guest educator at Good Ele-
mentary, John Haley Elemen-
tary, MacArthur High and Ir-
ving High schools.

“Once we learned more 
support was needed on cam-

pus, employees from all levels 
were happy to volunteer and 
do what was best for the kids,” 
Putman said. 

More than 100 district em-
ployees from various depart-
ments have answered the call 
to serve including:

Professional Learning
Bilingual, ESL and Language 

Services
Multi-Tiered System of Sup-

port (MTSS)
Student Champions
Special Education
Curriculum and Instruction 
Instructional Coaches
Career and Technical Educa-

tion (CTE)
Guidance and Counseling
Learning Resources
For these employees, this is a 

chance to reconnect with their 
roots since many, like Putman, 
began their educational jour-
ney in the classroom. 

“I love going to campuses 
and being with students,” she 
said. 

Before working at the ad-
ministration building, Putman 
was a science teacher at Sam 
Houston Middle School. While 
substituting at MacArthur 
High, she reconnected with 
many of her former students. 

“It was great to see them so 
grown up and doing well,” Put-
man said. 

Through challenging times, 
the employees of Irving ISD are 
willing to rise to the occasion.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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BOY SCOUTS
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“Some people think of this as 
a chore, but they don’t look at it 
that way,” Svinning said. 

Eriel Perrodin volunteered 
from the community. 

“I think it’s really import-
ant that everybody’s out here 
today, and we can all come 
together to help clean up,” Per-
rodin said. “It’s our city, and I 
believe it’s our responsibility 
to make sure it stays looking 
nice.”

“Hopefully, everybody who 
participated today will think 
twice about littering them-
selves,” John Perry said. “We’re 
tired and dirty. We got a lot, 
but we didn’t get everything.”

trict has always prided itself in, 
is that we’ve got a lot of parent 
involvement,” Johnson said. 
“That’s why this unit has been 
successful over the years, is 
having that engagement of the 
parents.”

“I enjoy just being able to be 
outdoors and spending time 
with my family while helping 
out,” April Svinning said. “I 
grew up in Grand Prairie, and 
the parks are important. It’s 
important to try and not leave 
a mark on it.”

Svinning is a parent of three 
Boy Scouts, and they make 
cleaning a friendly competition 
between each other. 

part of, because this doesn’t 
get cleaned,” Chris Velasquez, 
scout master for girls, said. 
“When we left last year, we felt 
like we were picking up a lot. 
We had truckloads, but then 
you turn right back and look at 
the creek, and it didn’t look like 
you made a dent. 

“We’ll discuss things that 
we like, things that went well 
and things that could’ve been 
better: rosebuds and thorns. 
Everybody’s thorn was all the 
work they did, it didn’t look like 
they did anything.” 

The parents also participat-
ed in picking up trash. 

“One of the things this dis-

By Claire Stanley
Irving—The Irving Arts Cen-
ter hosted an artist reception 
for Ernie Benton and Sont-
onya Necheal on Saturday, 
Jan. 22. The exhibit entitled 
‘The Blues (& Other Colors)’ 
is located in Carpenter Lobby 
Gallery through the landing of 
the staircase and on the second 
floor. Musical instruments and 
vibrant colors are featured 
throughout both artist’s work. 

Music, movement, color highlighted in art exhibit
Necheal and Benton both 

have been painting since early 
childhood. 

“I was born this way,” Neche-
al said. “I was self-taught. I 
tried different mediums at first, 
trying to figure out how I creat-
ed best. Paint with lots of colors 
and layers is what feels right to 
me. I am an abstract girl to the 
heart. I like to experiment and 
have fun. Painting is freeing to 
me.” 

“My art is mostly drawn 
around music, beauty, and 
color,” Benton said. “I started 
creating art when I was three 
years old, and it is based on 
harmony. I am self-taught, and 
this is what I am called to do. It 
is a blessing.

“I was raised with music. 
My mother and grandmother 
played the piano and taught us 
music. My father was in blues 
and jazz. My work incorporates 
music because that was and is 
my life. All of us enjoy some 
type of music and it brings us 
together.”

Necheal also listens to music 
while creating art.

“I have to have music going 
while I create,” Necheal said. 
“I get into my studio and let 
my canvases speak to me. It 
is a process. I try a color, and 
if I do not like it, I try again. It 
may take a while to really know 
what I need to paint this time.”

Shailann Manning attended 
the show. 

“I am exploring the art 
show,” Manning said. “I am 

noticing how ‘Journal One and 
Two’ is so layered. This paint-
ing really communicates to me. 
I am feeling like this painting 
says a dark moment came, a 
person grieved through it, and 
moved past it. This is abso-
lutely beautiful, I love both of 
them.

“I would like people to come 
to art shows like this and 
support local artists. These 
paintings can be a look in-
side ourselves. We each can 
find different meanings inside 
the paintings. The great part 
about these artist receptions is 
we are able to speak with the 

artists about where they were 
emotionally when they paint-
ed. By speaking to the artist, I 
was able to be inspired and get 
some fulfillment in both en-
joying the pieces and speaking 
with the artists.” 

Benton focuses on the unify-
ing aspect of music.

“I want people to feel like 
they are inspired to come to-
gether when they look at my 
work,” Benton said. “I am invit-
ing you to a warm and positive 
place. My colors are vibrant 
pastels, the shapes, and the 
instruments are meant for peo-
ple to appreciate and feel good 

about. For me, I find great joy 
in creating paintings that oth-
ers can enjoy. I am honored, 
thankful, and blessed to be able 
do this type of work and share 
it with the rest of the world.”  
“I encourage people to have 
an open mind and support 
local artists,” Necheal said. 
“I really appreciate that peo-
ple come out and see what 
we have created. I appreciate 
the Irving Art Gallery is com-
mitted to featuring artists.”  
‘The Blues (& Other Colors)’ 
featuring Enrie Benton and 
Sontonya Necheal runs until 
Feb. 22. 

Irving Art Center guests view pieces in the ‘The Blues (& Other Colors)’  
exhibit. /Photo by Claire Stanley.


