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By Stephen Hunt
Dallas—A 25-year-old woman 
from Chicago was waiting at 
Dallas Love Field during layover 
on Dec. 2 when Ballentine, a ca-
nine with the Dallas Police De-
partment, alerted his handlers 
to contraband in the woman’s 
suitcase. 

After a quick search, officers 
found $106,829 in her luggage. 
Since the officers suspected the 
money was involved in a drug 
transaction, the department 
seized the funds under Texas 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The city of Irving 
joined a lawsuit on Dec. 13 filed 
by various Texas cities against 
video streaming producers 
(VSPs) Netflix, Hulu, and Dis-
ney+ seeking franchise fees 
from these companies because 
they deliver content using 
transmission lines, which are 
public property. 

The cities in this suit, 
Abilene, Austin, Carrollton, 
Dallas, Frisco, Garland, Grand 
Prairie, Sugar Land, and Waco, 
seek monetary relief by assert-
ing these streaming companies 
should be treated like cable 
television companies that use 
the same lines and pay accord-
ingly. 

“Irving voted to join other 
Texas cities in making claims 
against video service providers 
Netflix, Hulu and Disney+ for 
failing to pay the state’s 5 per-
cent gross receipts franchise 

Irving—Based on the latest 
census data, the population 
in Irving continues to reflect a 
broad spectrum of nationali-
ties. For many years, the 75038 
ZIP code has been heralded as 
one of the most diverse neigh-
borhoods in the nation. 

Today, the latest results 
show further growth in diver-

Netflix  HULU  Disney+
VSVS

More Texas cities sue 
streaming producers

fee,” the city of Irving said in a 
prepared statement. “The state 
mandated fee was implement-
ed by the Texas legislature as 
payment for use of the cities’ 
right-of-way lines buried under 
the streets or hung on poles for 
transmission of video services. 
Since it was implemented in 
2005, the video service provid-
ers have not paid the fee to any 
Texas city. Subscriptions for 
video services have increased 
over the years as people cut 
their cable cords, and more re-
cently, during the pandemic as 
people stay at home.”

Texas is not the first state 

to sue these companies. Three 
Georgia municipalities, includ-
ing Gwinnett County in the 
Atlanta area, filed a $5 million 
suit against the same compa-
nies, joining four Indiana mu-
nicipalities; Maple Heights, 
Ohio; a Cleveland suburb, and 
Reno, Nevada, in seeking fran-
chise fees. 

These suits have yet to be re-
solved. 

However, another Texas 
city filed its own case and lost 
in summer 2021. In August 
2021, the city of New Boston, 

Irving’s census shows diversity growth
sity. The multicultural layers 
across the city are one of the 
community’s greatest features, 
and the diverse tapestry also 
helps support a mixture of 
unique shopping, dining and 
cultural experiences in Irving.

Irving’s total population now 
tops 256,684 residents, which 
is an 18.6 percent increase 

from 2010. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, Irving’s 
Hispanic population increased, 
while the white non-Hispanic 
population declined, each by 
roughly the same percentage of 
nearly 20 percent. The African 
American population grew by 
24 percent, and Asian commu-
nities nearly doubled in repre-

sentation.
“Over the years, Irving has 

been blessed to be a place 
where people of all back-
grounds, colors and beliefs feel 
safe and welcome,” Mayor Rick 
Stopfer said. “I am very proud 
to be part of an inclusive com-
munity that embraces differ-
ences.”

While the 2020 Census does 
not report citizenship or na-
tionality, the Census Bureau’s 
2019 American Community 
Survey (ACS) reports that 61.6 

percent of Irving residents 
are natural born U.S. citizens, 
while 10 percent are foreign 
born residents who are natu-
ralized citizens. Additionally, 
the ACS reports almost 29 
percent of Irving’s current res-
idents are foreign nationals, 
and nearly 40 percent of Irving 
residents were born in other 
nations, including Mexico, El 
Salvador, India, Nepal, Korea 
and Pakistan.

The city of Irving supports 
diversity and inclusion (D&I) 

initiatives through various 
community partnerships, pro-
grams and activities. From 
the Irving Miracle League and 
Minority/Women Business 
Enterprise Programs to Shop 
Talk and Bilingual Story Times, 
the city works to engage with a 
variety of people with varying 
interests.

The organization has a Di-
versity and Inclusion Strate-
gic Plan to guide efforts and 

Civil forfeiture laws cost
many unsuspecting Texans

civil asset forfeiture laws. 
Dallas Police issued the fol-

lowing statement about the 
seizure: 

“The individual was not ar-
rested or charged at this time. 
However, the money was 
seized and will be subject to 
the civil asset forfeiture pro-
cess. Due to the nature of this 
seizure as well as where it oc-
curred, it will be subject to fol-
low-up investigation with our 
federal partners.”

Under current Texas law, 
seizures of this nature are 
civil matters. The property is 
charged with involvement in 
a crime instead of the owner 
as would be the case were this 
a criminal matter. Since the 
owner is not the party being 
charged, there is no burden of 
proof on the police to substan-
tiate their claims. 

Gabriella McDonald is the 
pro bono and new projects di-
rector for Texas Appleseed, an 
Austin-based non-profit public 
interest justice center. Making 
Texans aware of unjust laws 
and helping those already af-
fected by them is a top priority 
for Texas Appleseed.

“There are a number of is-
sues with the law,” McDonald 
said. “There is the vagueness. 
Oftentimes, the way this comes 
about is some sort of traveling 
like the case in Dallas.

“One of the examples that 
comes up often is a guy leaving 
Louisiana who had gambled 
at a casino, won some money, 
was traveling from East Texas 
to West Texas. He was driving 
in the left lane for too long, so 
a police officer stops [the driv-
er] and asks if he has money on 
him. He does have money, be-
cause he just won in the casino. 
They take the money assuming 
it was enough to be involved in 

some sort of drug deal.”
In this case, to recover their 

seized funds, the individual 
would have to travel back to 
the county where the seizure 
occurred. Since this is a civil 
manner, and the property is 
charged instead of the owner, 
the owner maybe unable to 
hire an attorney to assist them 
in retrieving the funds. 

Instead, the burden of proof 
is on the individual to show 
the money was not gained by 
illicit means. In this case, that 
would likely entail the individ-
ual showing documentation of 
their winnings from the casino 
to the prosecutor, which could 
result in their funds being re-
turned. 

However, in many cases, the 
costs associated with return-
ing to where the property was 
seized outweigh the benefit 
of retrieving the property, so 
these cases end up in default. 
The law enforcement agency 
that seized the property gets to 
keep it and becomes entitled to 
a percentage of the proceeds 
from sale of the property. 

Very few Texans outside 
of those who have been per-
sonally affected are aware of 
these laws. Educating the citi-
zenry about these laws is a re-
sponsibility organizations like 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, Institute for Justice, 
Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion, and Texas Appleseed take 
quite seriously. 

“A lot more people are be-
coming aware of it, because 
of news stories like the one in 
Dallas,” McDonald said. “But I 
don’t think a lot of people are 
aware of it until it happens to 
them. Then they go, ‘Wait a 
minute, they can just take my 

Firefighter Cody Dryden, middle, helps carry the flag during the Dallas Cowboys' First Responders Appreciation Day. 
/Photo provided by Grand Prairie Fire Department. 

GPFD participates
in Cowboys' game
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Thank you
Santa

Dear Santa:

What can I say? Outside of a railcar, I’ve never seen so 
much coal in my life. I appreciate that you chose to fill my 
living room with South African anthracite. “The highest 
quality coal in the world,” according to the card. It really 
was the most beautiful coal I’ve ever seen. It kind of has a 
glossy quality like volcanic glass.

However, when I wrote you in February 2021 asking for 
something we could burn to stay warm, conditions in our 
area were rather grim. Apparently I failed to take into ac-
count the fact that you live in a frozen tundra and might not 
consider temperatures in the teens and single digits with 
wind chills in the negative numbers to be terribly cold. 

In Texas, it was a problem. I did not expect you to read 
my letter and wait until the warmest Christmas on record 
to respond.

Until Christmas morning, I was unaware that some of the 
best coal in the world came from South Africa. I would’ve 
thought Pennsylvania coal would’ve been easier to haul 
here, but I appreciate the effort.

The gentlemen we hired on Boxing Day were very happy 
to shovel it out of our living room and into a storage unit. 
They earned enough money to buy Christmas for their fam-
ilies. And the coal is of such a tremendous quality, it didn’t 
even ruin the carpet. So there really were a lot of upsides to 
this very interesting gift.

It does in some ways remind me of the baby brother 
debacle of ‘79. I know you would like to blame that on the 
storks, but I have seen ‘Elf’ and I know how you guys oper-
ate. 43 years later, and I still have a brother. That’s some 
SNAFU. 

I don’t mind you letting the reindeer swim in the pool, 
but Dancer, Prancer and Blitzen shed like nobody’s busi-
ness, and wet reindeer fur is disgusting. It got in my auto-
matic cleaner and completely burned it out. Let’s just say 
the pool guy also had a great Christmas.

Look, I don’t mean to criticize all the time. It’s been a 
rough two years for everybody. I know the elves have been 
demanding higher wages, and it’s been harder and harder 
for you to find elves with the skills you need, obviously. 

By the way, I read somewhere on the Internet that “omi-
cron” means “reindeer” in the Inuit language. Maybe when 
you were spreading that Christmas cheer, you were spread-
ing something else. I’m thinking you’ll be laying low now 
that the season’s over.

Anyway, I hope you get a chance to enjoy your down 
time with Mrs. C. At a penny a point in canasta, I owe her 
$385.21 and I’m itching for a chance to win back some Lin-
colns. Drink some hot cocoa for me, and I’ll see you same 
time next year.

Love, Stacey

which is in East Texas near the 
Louisiana border, sued Netflix, 
Hulu, and Disney+. 

On Sep. 30, 2021, a judge in 
the United States District Court 
in Texarkana dismissed that 
case because the companies in 
question were not holders of 
state-issued certificates certi-
fying their franchise authority, 
thus negating any claims New 
Boston had to collect franchise 
fees from them. 

The Texas suit is being han-
dled by three law firms: Ash-
croft Sutton Reyes, McKool 
Smith, and Korein Tillery, 
firms which have considerable 
experience handling similar 
cases. 

In January 2021, Kenner, 
Louisiana near New Orleans, 
sued Netflix and Hulu, asking 
the companies to pay a 5 per-
cent franchise fee under a state 
law passed in 2008. That suit is 
pending. 

Dallas was the first Texas city 
to sue these streaming compa-
nies, filing its suit in February 
2021 and seeking franchise 
fees dating back to 2007. Dal-
las-based AT&T, which owns 
popular streaming service 
HBO Max, currently pays fran-
chise fees to the city much like 
local utilities Atmos Energy 
and Oncor Electric. 

In May 2021, Waco joined 

while Plano followed in June. 
Abilene and Grand Prairie 
joined in November while Aus-
tin and Irving did in December. 

“We started looking at it 
early summer,” Plano city at-
torney Paige Mims said. “I 
think Dallas authorized before 
we did. This was being talked 
about in our peer group, and 
we were aware of it going on in 
other states.”

One reason the suit has tak-
en some time to come together 
is because each city must first 
gain approval from the Office 
of the Attorney General before 
entering into a contingency fee 
agreement with the law firms 
handling the case. 

“Contingency contracts are 
you don’t get paid by the hour,” 
Mims said. “You get paid a per-
centage if you win. That’s how 
lawsuits like personal injury 
[are handled] in the private 
sector, [cases] that are going to 
take a lot of time but may have 
a big payout at the end.”

These cities argue Netflix, 
Hulu, and Disney+, much like 
cable companies, should be 
considered utilities and thus 
subject to franchise fees under 
the Texas Public Utility Regu-
latory Act.

However, the streaming 
companies argue they are not 

subject to these fees because 
they are not public utilities. 
VSPs cite the Internet Tax 
Franchise Act, passed in 1998 
which initially established a 
three-year moratorium on 
state and local entities taxing 
Internet access. 

That moratorium was made 
permanent in 2016. 

Since none of these cases ex-
cept for the one in New Boston 
have been resolved, it remains 
to be seen how these lawsuits 
will impact these streaming 
services and consumers.  

Should Netflix, Hulu, and 
Disney+ start losing some of 
these cases and be required to 
start paying out franchise fees, 
viewers can expect the costs of 
their services to increase ac-
cordingly. 

Even if the streaming ser-
vices win in court, their contin-
ued expenditures on legal fees 
to defend themselves could 
also lead these companies to 
raise their rates to help offset 
increased expenses. 

Since a majority of Ameri-
cans currently subscribe to one 
or more streaming services, the 
outcomes of these lawsuits are 
something those who receive 
their programming via the 
stream have a vested interest 
in. 

Irving—Central Market gifted 
the MacArthur High School 
culinary arts program with 
$5,000 at a board meeting. 
Breanna Coit, Stephanie Her-
rera and Evelyn Vidales, stu-
dents in the MacArthur culi-
nary arts program, accepted 
the generous donation, along 
with their instructors, Chefs 
Angela Perry and Cathy Mar-
tin. 

Zach Moore, director of ca-
reer and technical education 
for the district is incredibly 
grateful for Central Market’s 
support. 

“I can’t think of a more de-
serving group of students to re-
ceive such a generous donation 
from Central Market,” Moore 
said. “This will go a long way in 
helping our culinary and hospi-
tality students as they prepare 
to enter the workforce.”

Known for their philanthrop-

Coppell—The city of Coppell 
has selected Kim Tiehen as the 
new director of finance effective 
Feb. 5. Tiehen has served as 
the assistant director of finance 
since 2015 and will replace 
Jennifer Miller who announced 
her retirement earlier this year. 

Tiehen brings 26 years of ex-
perience to the position having 
previously served as a govern-
ment auditor at two different 
public accounting firms and 
the chief accountant at a pri-
vate liberal arts college prior 
to joining the city of Coppell in 
2000 as the chief accountant. 
She is also a Certified Public 

By Ariel Graham
Irving—The Dallas Coun-
ty Public Health Committee 
(DCPHC) moved its COVID-19 
threat level up to the highest 
level, RED, on Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

The county had been at 
threat level ORANGE since 
October of 2021, but a signif-
icant increase in cases of the 
Omicron variant from Dec. 23 
(874 cases) to Dec. 28 (1,619 
new positive cases) promoted 
the committee to reassess the 
threat.

But even with the height-
ened threat level, many local 
school districts are continuing 
with in-person classes with all 
of their current COVID protec-
tions in place.

Sam Buchmeyer of Grand 
Prairie ISD said his district will 
retain its current COVID pro-
tocols.

“At this time, GPISD has no 
plans to alter our current pro-
tocols,” Buchmeyer said. “We 
will continue to strongly en-
courage masks, social distance 
where possible, wash hands 

School districts to stay course 
through Omicron variant

frequently, and make hand 
sanitizer available. We will also 
encourage parents not to send 
children to school if they are 
ill.”

Irving ISD resumed in-per-
son classes on Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, and issued the following 
statement:

“Irving ISD will continue 
with its current safety proto-
cols as they have helped keep 
the number of positive cases 
down across the district. These 
protocols include highly en-
couraging the wearing of masks 
and frequent hand washing, 
cleaning and disinfecting class-
rooms and high-touch surfac-
es, practicing social distancing 
to the extent possible and en-
couraging students and staff 
to get tested when displaying 
symptoms of COVID-19.

“By working together, we 
can reduce the spread and keep 
students in classrooms. To this 
end, we ask that you remain 
vigilant in practicing safety 
measures at school and home. 
We ask that you please report 

all positive test results to your 
campus nurse and remain at 
home until further guidance is 
provided.

“Campus nurses are also 
available to administer 
COVID-19 tests if your child 
is displaying symptoms. We 
highly encourage you to take 
advantage of this free ser-
vice if you believe your child 
has come into close contact 

with an individual who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 or 
is displaying symptoms.”

Coppell ISD’s current 
COVID procedures are located 
on the district website. 

The DCPHC is encouraging 
everyone to limit social gath-
erings, wear a mask in public 
places regardless of vaccina-
tion status, and get vaccinated 
or boosted if you are able to.

Coppell selects new director
Accountant, a Certified Gov-
ernment Finance Officer and 
has a bachelor’s in accounting 
and a master’s in public affairs 
from the University of Texas at 
Dallas. 

“I’m excited for the oppor-
tunity to continue serving the 
Finance Department, the orga-
nization and the community,” 
Tiehen said. “I am committed 
to partnering and collaborat-
ing with my team and all city 
departments to accomplish 
the goals provided in the Vi-
sion 2040 plan. I also hope to 
inspire new ideas for continu-
ous improvement that produce 

more efficient and effective 
processes while maintaining 
the city’s excellent financial po-
sition.”

During her time at Coppell, 
Tiehen has taken the lead on 
several major projects includ-
ing water and sewer rate ad-
justments for infrastructure 
maintenance, an overhaul of 
the Five-Year Forecast process 
with all assistant city directors, 
and the Advanced Water Meter 
project, which puts residents 
in control of their water con-
sumption. She also created a 
cash handling training manual, 
program, and certification for 

employees, directed the transi-
tion from paper to digital forms 
and documents in the depart-
ment, and implemented the 
Government Accounting Stan-
dards Board (GASB) State-
ment No. 34, which overhauled 
how financial statements were 
presented. 

“Kim’s vast knowledge of 
government finance, espe-
cially as it pertains to Coppell, 
along with her unwavering 
commitment to teamwork and 
transparency will keep the de-
partment on course and the 
organization in excellent finan-
cial standing,” said city man-
ager Mike Land. “The future is 
sound for the organization and 
the taxpayers of Coppell under 
her leadership.”

Tiehen has two adult daugh-
ters and lives in Sachse with 
her husband, Mike. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

Company donates to 
culinary program

ic work, Central Market’s par-
ent company H-E-B Grocery 
utilizes their Community In-
vestment program to focus on 
several causes: education and 
literacy, hunger relief, health 
initiatives, social services, 
environmental programs, di-
versity, disaster relief and the 
arts. Investing in MacArthur’s 
culinary arts program ensures 
students will have the tools 
they need to succeed and lead 
the next generation of culinary 
artists. 

“At Central Market, we are 
‘Really Into Food,’” Robert No-
votny, general manager of Cen-

tral Market Southlake, said. “It 
is our honor to invest in the 
education of students who pos-
sess a passion for food by pro-
viding funding to MacArthur 
High School’s culinary arts 
program. The skills they learn 
in this program will give them 
a head start when it comes to 
careers in the culinary arts.”

MacArthur High School 
will utilize the donation to 
purchase equipment for their 
classroom, full-size kitchen 
and student-run café, The Bis-
tro. 

SOURCE Irving ISD
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

 Richard Lee Meyer  July 13, 1943 ~ Dec 27, 2021
 Vera Parsons   May 26, 1940 ~ Dec 28, 2021
 William Dion Sanders  Mar 30, 1967 ~ Dec 23, 2021
 Bessie Jane Henderson  Aug 8, 1942 ~ Dec 31, 2021
 Gayle Carr   May 23, 1955 ~ Dec 30, 2021
 Amy Lou Canada  Feb 28, 1930 ~ Jan 2, 2022

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

 Mildred “Mickey” DeBois  Feb16, 1929 ~ Dec 8, 2021
 James Robert Bowling  May 15, 1946 ~ Dec 23, 2021
 James R. “Jim” Gill   July 22, 1940 ~ Dec 24, 2021
 Sheila Kinney    Feb 21, 1961 ~ Dec 28, 2021
 Kristy Perkins    Feb 28, 1987 ~ Dec 29, 2021
 Fredelle “Freddie” Collins June 24, 1937 ~ Dec 29, 2021
 Terry L. Chaney   Feb 5, 1960 ~ Dec 30, 2021
 Vivian Ann Hines   Feb 7, 1939 ~ Dec 31, 2021
 Lucia Morales Patacios   June 15, 1940 ~ Dec 30, 2021

Life Tributes

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Irving Cares held its 
first New Year’s Eve Party in 
the Irving Convention Center 
on Friday, Dec. 31. 

“Several of us who went to 
MacArthur [High School] were 
sitting around, and for the 
last couple of years, have been 
talking about how there’s not a 

Fort Worth—American Airlines 
Federal Credit Union proudly 
presented Children’s Mira-
cle Network Hospitals with a 
$54,000 donation as a result 
of its 25th Annual Credit Union 
Golf Tournament, which took 
place on Sept. 3. 2021, at Cow-
boys Golf Club in Grapevine, 
Texas. 

The total donation will be 
split between Cook Children’s 
Medical Center Foundation 
and Children’s Medical Center 
Foundation.

The check was presented 
last month at the American 
Airlines Credit Union head-
quarters building in Fort 
Worth. Karol Johnson, Cook 
Children’s Medical Center in 
Fort Worth; and Kendal Row-
den, Children’s Medical Center 
Foundation in Dallas; were in 
attendance to accept the dona-
tion from Credit Union Pres-
ident & CEO Gail Enda and 
tournament coordinator Tish 
Pruitt.

The tournament was spon-
sored by a number of Credit 
Union vendors/partners, in-
cluding presenting sponsors: 
Global Vision Systems, Inc.; 
Symitar; PSCU; and many oth-
er businesses who participated 
at various sponsorship levels.

Washington—According to 
a new AARP Tech Trends re-
port, tech use by people 50+ 
skyrocketed during the pan-
demic, and those new habits and 
behaviors appear here to stay. 

Most of those surveyed 
(70 percent) purchased tech 
last year, with spending far 
greater today than it was 
in 2019: $821 now versus 
in $394 then. Smartphones, 
and related accessories, along 
with Bluetooth headsets, 
topped the list of purchases, 
but smart home technology 
was vital to them, too. Unsur-
prisingly but importantly, tech-
nology use has facilitated social 
connectedness throughout the 
pandemic. The rates of reliance 
on tech for social connection 
is consistently high across age 
ranges: 76 percent of those in 
their 50s, 79 percent of those 
in their 60s, and 72 percent of 
people 70+ all count tech as 
their link to their families and 
the wider world.

“The pandemic redrew the 
lines: Tech has gone from a 
nice-to-have to a need-to-have 
for Americans 50+, and their 
new habits are here to stay,” 
Alison Bryant, AARP senior 
vice president of research, said. 
“Those who can afford tech are 
spending a lot more than they 
did just a few years ago: More 
than twice what they spent in 
2019. And their motivations 
vary: Some use tech to work, 
others to stay connected to 
family and friends, and others 
still to enable them to age in 
place or help them. At the same 
time, we’re also mindful of the 
digital divide, where a lack of 
affordability can also mean no 
access to tech and its benefits.”

Tech Trends Report Key 
Findings:

Older adults continue to in-
corporate tech into their lives. 
Certain tech behaviors formed 
during the pandemic appear 
to stay such as, video chat, 
making online purchases, or-
dering groceries, banking, and 
engaging in health services 

Irving Cares hosts first NYE party
citywide New Year’s Eve party 
in Irving for the public,” Irving 
Cares CEO Kyle Taylor said. 
“We have the facilities [at the 
convention center]. Somebody 
suggested we do it with a chari-
ty and see how this works out.”

Irving Cares’ first year-end 
shindig featured live music 
from Irving native Ricki Derek 

and his 16-piece band, which 
delivered timeless classics like 
Dean Martin’s “Ain’t That a 
Kick in the Head” and Ray 
Charles’ “Georgia on My Mind” 
during their two-hour set. The 
tunes roused attendees from 
their chairs and onto the dance 
floor. 

Ample food and drink offer-

ings were also available at any 
of several bars. Guests could 
also purchase a Bottomless 
Champagne glass for $100 
with proceeds going to Irving 
Cares. 

Local DJ Melody Gualtiere 
provided tunes after Derek and 
his band completed their set. 

“I’m actually from Irving,” 
Gualtiere said. “This is where 
I grew up. I live in Dallas now, 
but am able to come back and 
give back to the community.

“I’ve been doing this about 
25 years. I thank all my dra-
ma teachers in junior high and 
high school around [Irving]. I 
went to MacArthur. Now that 
I’m affiliated with Irving Cares, 
I feel like I’ve come full circle.”

Taylor said proceeds from 
the evening were going to Ir-
ving Cares’ Invest in Yourself 
Program, which assists area 
residents with employment, 
education, and child care while 
using a bundled, holistic ap-
proach designed to help people 
move out of poverty. 

The Westin Irving Conven-
tion Center at Las Colinas of-
fered Irving Cares a block of 
rooms for the event, packages 
included a New Year’s Day 
brunch and those rooms sold 
out. 

Taylor was pleased with how 
everything came together. 

“It’s fallen into place. We 

don’t know what to expect,” 
Taylor said. “Feedback has 
been really positive. We hav-
en’t had a lot of cancellations. 
When you do an event for the 
first time, you bump your head 
a little bit. There are some 
things that I and our event 
team are learning as we go. Do-
ing events like this is trial and 
error.” 

Taylor added that besides 
the event being well attended 
by locals, attendees also in-
cluded a healthy contingent of 
guests from Alabama in town 
for the Alabama/Cincinnati 
college football playoff game at 
Arlington’s AT&T Stadium ear-
lier that day and several others 
from Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Year-end events are staples 
for most non-profit organi-
zations as they give support-
ers one last chance to make a 
tax-deductible donation which 
will appear on that year’s tax-
es and organizations one final 
opportunity to receive some 
last-minute donations. 

This event gave Irving Cares 
a great opportunity to conclude 
2021 on a positive note, and 
provided the organization with 
a chance to look ahead into 
2022. 

“We’ve been working really 
hard, looking at how we can 
begin to pivot and work with 
low-income families to help 

them get out of poverty,” Tay-
lor said. “Before COVID, we 
had set a goal for our Invest in 
Yourself Program of helping to 
lift 50 families out of poverty. 
We were in the 30s but then 
COVID hit and we had to shut 
down.

“We’re looking at how we 
can get our programs out of 
our building and closer to our 
participants. We can do this 
through partnerships and 
working with the city of Irving 
through rec centers, libraries, 
apartment associations.”

Irving Cares also continues 
working closely with Dallas 
College to ensure its constit-
uents have sufficient oppor-
tunities to obtain the skills 
necessary to thrive in an ev-
er-changing workforce. 

“We’re figuring out what we 
need to do to make our pro-
grams more efficient and effec-
tive to increase the impact. [We 
want to] become much more 
relational as we work with the 
folks in our program and less 
transactional,” Taylor said. 

Another goal for Irving Cares 
in 2022 is to continue evolving 
technologically as an organiza-
tion to make it easier for those 
who need assistance to com-
municate those needs, which 
allows the organization to pro-
vide quicker and more efficient 
assistance. 

EMPLOYMENT

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

Data Engineers – ADT (Irving, TX). Multiple openings. Background 
check & drug testing req’d. Provide insights using data & analytics.
Ensure cross functional alignment of goals & support internal business 
partners with execution of OKRs. Provide actionable intelligence & ana-
lytics at scale. Must have at least master’s degree or equivalent in Comp 
Sci, Info Sys or related field & 2 yrs experience in relational database 
systems & SQL (alternatively, bachelor’s degree or equiv
& 4 yrs exp is acceptable). Must also have 2 yrs exp w/: MSSQL & 
PLSQL; Python development in core libraries, data eng’g libraries,
visualization libraries, NLP libraries, machine learning libraries & frame-
works & web scraping libraries; building efficient, reliable data models 
for analytics use cases & visualization tools such as Tableau & Power 
BI; & Agile data eng’g practices; & 1 yr exp w/ Google Cloud Platform 
services req’d to design, build & operationalize data processing systems 
& machine learning models, & services like Compute engine, pub/sub, 
Cloud function, & SQL & NoSQL databases etc. Apply at jobs.adt.com, 
Keyword/Job ID 2118997.

Technology is more
integral to people 50+

with older adults making more 
purchases and financial trans-
actions online compared to 
previous years.

In the last two years, older 
adults’ usage of a home assis-
tant and owning a wearable 
has doubled. The study reveals 
learning how to use and man-
age smart home technology is 
a top interest of the 50-plus. 
Smartphones continue to be 
adopted in new ways to man-
age day-to-day living and en-
tertainment. This year, one 
third of older adults ordered 
food from a restaurant and one 

in four listened to podcasts on 
their smartphones.

Health-related innovations 
and daily objects that automat-
ically track health measures are 
also of top interest. However, 
42 percent of older adults feel 
tech in not designed with them 
in mind.

About 30 percent of older 
adults are using tech to pursue 
personal passions, mostly with 
video content. Streaming con-
tent continues to increase with 
most of them subscribing on 
average to three platforms.

SOURCE AARPAmerican Airlines 
Credit Union

makes donation
“Our annual tournament 

was almost back to normal 
again as we gathered to raise 
much-needed funds for chari-
ties that are still in exceptional 
need, especially after our na-
tion, and the world, continues 
to recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Tish Pruitt, golf 
tournament director at Ameri-
can Airlines Credit Union, said. 
“We also made efforts to once 
again ensure the safety of all or 
our participants as well as our 
volunteers.” 

“For many participants, this 
golf tournament outing was 
the first time seeing peers since 
the pandemic began,” said Gail 
Enda, Credit Union president 
& CEO. “This is a great way to 
come together, have some fun 
and show our support to our 
healthcare community. It was 
important for us to get back 
to helping raise money for our 
children’s hospitals.”

Credit unions hold fast to 
their motto of “People Help-
ing People” and this philos-
ophy blossoms with the in-
dustry’s support of Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals. 
Credit unions fund-rais-
ing under the ‘Credit Unions 
for Kids’ brand have part-
nered with Children’s Miracle 

Network Hospitals since 1996, 
generating more than $100 
million in contributions. 

“As a longtime supporter to 
Children’s Health, American 
Airlines Credit Union has faith-
fully provided mission-critical 
funding to support delivery of 
the best care possible to the 
nearly 300,000 kids we serve 
each year,” Brent Christopher, 
president of Children’s Med-
ical Center Foundation, said. 
“We’re grateful for the contin-
ued commitment and dedica-
tion of their team to helping us 
make life better for children.”

“Cook Children’s is incredi-
bly grateful for our long-stand-
ing partnership with American 
Airlines Credit Union,” Grant 
Harris, SVP, chief development 
officer, Cook Children’s Health 
Foundation, said. “Thanks 
to their generous support of 
our Sit…Stay…PLAY facility 
dog program, our patients re-
ceive a unique form of healing 
through their interactions with 
our six therapy dogs. On behalf 
of our staff, patients and fami-
lies, I would like to extend our 
sincerest gratitude to everyone 
at the Credit Union for all that 
they do.”

SOURCE American Airlines Federal 
Credit Union

Residents interested in be-
coming a candidate for a City 
Council position can pick up 
a candidate packet beginning 
Jan. 7. Stop at the reception 
desk at City Hall, 825 W. Ir-
ving Blvd., and the City Sec-
retary’s Office will bring down 
the packet. Packets will also be 
available on the city’s website.

This year Council Districts 
1, 2 and 7 will be elected in the 
General Election. Districts 1 

City Council candidate 
packets available

and 7 represent “single-mem-
ber” districts, which require 
that the candidate live within 
the boundaries of the district 
in which they plan to run. Dis-
trict (or Place) 2 is an “at large” 
position which will allow the 
candidate to reside anywhere 
within the city limits of the city 
of Irving. A candidate must be 
a resident of the city and their 
district in which they intend 
to run for at least 12 months 

immediately prior to Election 
Day.

The filing period is Jan. 19 
through Feb. 18. The City Sec-
retary’s Office is open from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Early voting 
dates are April 25 through May 
3, and Election Day is May 7. 
For more information, call the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 
721-2493.

SOURCE City of Irving

IAC announces tree
decorating winners

Irving ISD students look at Christmas tree displays in the Irving Arts Center. Bowie Middle School Parent Center's tree 
won first place in the decorating competition with 318 votes. /Photo provided by Irving Arts Center. 
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS

TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Answers
1. St. Petersburg
2. Oymyakon, Russia
3. An unwelcome person
4. Oregon (state seal on one 

side and a figure of a beaver on 
the other side)

5. An eagle
6. 11
7. 10
8. Critical examinations 

(Nastily Exhausting Wizarding 
Test).

9. Two: Wednesday and 
Pugsley

10. 1971

OIG Is VA’s 
Crime Dog

Despite COVID and all the 
restrictions from it, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
Office of Inspector General has 
been busy. Here are a few of the 
scams they’ve uncovered and 
pursued:

Two men in New Jersey 
pleaded guilty to paying and 
soliciting kickbacks and brib-
ery. They roped in telemedi-
cine doctors who faked orders 
for items such as braces and 
prescriptions. The thieves 
then billed Medicare, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, 
TRICARE and other programs 
while hiding behind fake com-
pany owners. The tab to the 
government when they were 
caught was approximately $50 
million.

In Chicago, two VA prosthet-
ics clerks took cash from ven-
dors after sending business to 
them for medical equipment. 
Bribery, wire fraud, conspir-
acy -- this case had it all. The 
thieves used government pur-

* At the height of their fash-
ion craze in the 1580s and ‘90s, 
neck ruffs could include up to 6 
yards of starched-stiff material 
with up to 600 pleats, support-
ed by a wire, wooden frame or 
board.

* In 2017, while on a plane, 
a woman used her sleeping 
husband’s thumb to unlock 
his phone, thereby discovering 
he was cheating on her. She 
reportedly reacted with “such 
a ruckus” that the flight was 
forced to make an unscheduled 
landing in India.

* Starfish don’t have blood. 
They circulate nutrients by us-
ing seawater in their vascular 
system.

* The first baseball caps were 
made from straw and worn by 
the New York Knickerbockers 
in 1849.

* After the Titanic sank in 
1912, ships sent to recover 
the dead ran out of embalm-
ing supplies. It was decided 
to preserve only the bodies of 
first-class passengers, due to 

the need to visually identify 
wealthy men in order to resolve 
disputes over their estates.

* Between 1848 and 1850, 
the Gold Rush caused the pop-
ulation of San Francisco to 
grow from 900 to 35,000 peo-
ple.

* A mother black lace-weav-
er spider will drum on her web 
to call her babies to come and 
eat her alive.

* In medieval times, fruit 
and vegetables were cooked 
because they were thought to 
cause disease, with a book from 
1500 even warning consumers 
to “Beware of green salads and 
raw fruits, for they will make 
your master sick.”

* Credito Emiliano, a bank in 
Italy, accepts Parmigiano-Reg-
giano cheese as collateral for 
small business loans, holding 
the cheese as insurance and 
aging it in climate-controlled 
vaults for the loan’s duration.

* A man literally died laugh-
ing while watching the movie 
“A Fish Called Wanda.”

chase cards to place those or-
ders and rented the equipment 
instead of buying it as the VA 
doctors had ordered. One of 
those companies was paid al-
most $1.4 million.

In Florida, two men were 
nabbed for much the same 
thing -- soliciting and paying 
for bribes, then getting kick-
backs for ordering medical 
equipment such as braces that 
weren’t actually medically nec-
essary. Again, this involved 
telemedicine. And again, this 
involved compounded medi-
cation prescriptions. The hit 
to TRICARE, ChampVA and 
Medicare came to $25 million.

But a final case at a rooming 
house tugs at the heartstrings. 
The thief grabbed Social Se-
curity and VA benefits that 
belonged to the mentally ill, 
disabled, veterans and elder-
ly for their care and housing. 
There were 35 counts to the in-
dictment, which included wire 
fraud, document tampering, 
making false statements, mail 
fraud and first-degree theft. 
The thief managed to get her-
self named as Representative 
Payee and spent the money on 
herself instead of on her ten-
ants.

As always, a big thumbs-up 
to the OIG.

to the closet instead of leaving 
it near a path where I walk. In 
the living room I changed one 
frequently used lamp from a 
50-75-100 watt bulb to one 
that brightens things up with 
75-100-150 watts. I removed 
two small throw rugs ... just got 
rid of them.

Other things might seem 
small, but really aren’t. I found 
a balance class on YouTube 
and I’m following along every 
other day. I also found several 
videos on improving flexibility 
and stretching.

When it comes to diet, I 
made a quick call to my doc-
tor’s office and inquired about 
vitamins. I was told that a low-
dose vitamin C would be ap-
propriate three times a week, 
and to add an orange to my diet 
the other days. Ask your doctor 
before you do this.

As much as I hate not being 
able to select my own items, 
I’ve gone back to picking up 
grocery orders at curbside to 
stay out of stores.

It’s up to us to take care 
of ourselves. That’s the bot-
tom line when it comes to our 
health and safety. 

Depending on where you 
live, you might be required to 
delay surgery because the hos-
pital is full of COVID patients. 
That’s the news that’s spread-
ing around the country.

It gets worse. If you have 
an emergency, the ambulance 
might be a long time in com-
ing because they don’t have 
enough EMTs, or they might 
have to come from an adja-
cent town. Once you get to the 
hospital, you might be treated 
in a hallway because no exam 
rooms are open.

The biggest issues to keep 
us from needing medical at-
tention are physical safety and 
health.

I’ve gone around my house 
to look at every inch of floor 
space to be sure there’s noth-
ing that I could possibly trip 
on. I moved the laundry basket 

Looking Out 
for No. 1
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 Do you know or 
have a passion for
design? Rambler 

Newspapers is now
hiring a part-time 
design editor to
create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email design@ram-
blernewspapers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

Subscribe
TODAY

972-870-1992

FUN & GAMES

* Generally, for every degree 
you lower your thermostat 
during heating season, you re-
duce your energy costs by 3%.

* Just in time for soup sea-
son (and my new year’s resolu-
tions), here’s a great fat swap: 
Drain and rinse 2 cups of white 
beans and puree with a cup of 
no-sodium vegetable broth. 
You can use this as a thicken-
er in place of heavy cream for 
soups and stews. -- JoAnn

* To keep snow off your wind-
shield, use a flannel-backed 
tablecloth stretched to cover 
both windshield and wipers. 
Put it flannel-side to the glass. 
Then you’ll be able to lift it (and 
the snow) off your windshield 
to drive.

* Wondering what winter 
fruits and vegetables are in 
season? Here’s a sampling: ap-
ples, dates and pears, as well as 
citrus, like grapefruit, oranges 
and tangerines. For vegetables, 
consider endive, bok choy, 
Brussels sprouts, kale, leeks, 
mushrooms, parsnips, radic-
chio, rutabagas, sweet pota-
toes, turnips, yams and winter 
squash.

* “Want to keep your pants 
from creasing on the hanger? 
Grab an empty paper-towel 
tube and slit it down the side. 
When you slip it over the bot-
tom of the hanger, it creates a 
wide curve for the pants to lie 
across, and no more crease!” -- 
M.U. in Colorado

* Remember that as tem-
peratures drop and layers of 
clothing increase, children in a 
car seat need special consider-
ation. Remove heavy coats be-
fore strapping in a small child 
or baby. Winter wear can com-
press during an accident, and it 
interferes with the straps.

Send your tips to Now Here’s 
a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32803.

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
Russian city used to be called 
Leningrad?

2. SCIENCE: What is the 
coldest city in the northern 
hemisphere?

3. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Latin phrase “persona non 

grata” mean?
4. U.S. STATES: Which 

state’s flag is the only one cur-
rently that is two-sided?

5. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What was the first an-
imal to appear on a U.S. coin?

6. FOOD & DRINK: How 
many herbs and spices are in 
the original recipe of Kentucky 
Fried Chicken?

7. MOVIES: How many 
movies did Ginger Rogers and 
Fred Astaire make together?

stuff and not charge me with 
anything? That’s wild.’

“Knowledge is half the battle. 
If you know your rights, you 
have the potential to write to a 
prosecutor and say this is what 
happened. This is why they 
took my stuff, but I did not do 
anything wrong, so please give 
it back. People don’t know they 
can write to the prosecutor and 
get their stuff back as long as 
they have something to show 
that prosecutor.”

Texas Appleseed’s advoca-
cy efforts working to shift the 
state’s current asset forfeiture 
laws from civil to criminal. The 
organization also wants these 
laws more clearly defined and 
uniformly enforced. 

Were these laws criminal 
in nature, agencies would not 
stop seizing a citizen’s prop-
erty, but agencies would be 
prohibited from seizing assets 
when no crime is involved.

Civil asset forfeiture reform 
was a big subject during the 
last session of the Texas Legis-

lature. House Bill 251 proposed 
closing the equitable sharing 
loophole. Equitable sharing is 
an arrangement where local 
agencies can partner with the 
federal government to seize 
property and the local agency 
gets to keep 80 percent of the 
proceeds from sale of the prop-
erty. 

House Bill 232 limited equi-
table sharing participation to 
property exceeding $50,000 
in value. House Bill 1441, a bill 
which was killed, proposed al-
tering the innocent owner de-
fense to put the burden of proof 
on the owner to prove their 
innocence before property is 
taken instead of on the state to 
prove the owner is guilty of ille-
gal activity, making their prop-
erty subject to seizure. 

As Texas continues to grow 
at an amazing rate, more of 
these cases are sure to pop up. 
Texans need to be aware of 
these laws and the reform ef-
forts taking place. 

FORFEITURE
Continued from Page 1

ensure that the city provides 
access, removes barriers and 
is inclusive of all community 
members and employees. To 
support the strategic plan, a 
D&I Committee was formed 
to lead inclusive efforts for city 
employees, as well as the com-
munity. 

Over the past two years, the 
D&I Committee developed 
the Commitment to Fostering 
Diversity and Inclusion doc-
ument after George Floyd’s 
murder in May 2000 and host-
ed a virtual event for employ-

ees to open a conversation on 
social injustice. The team also 
hosted three virtual cultur-
al symposiums on Hinduism 
and Diwali, Hispanic Heritage 
Month and the Lunar New 
Year. The Employee Resource 
Group (ERG) policy was ap-
proved in 2021, leading to the 
formation of the LGBTQ ERG, 
which helped increase the city’s 
Municipal Equality Index score 
by 11 points year-to-year from 
36 to 47 points.

SOURCE City of Irving

CENSUS
Continued from Page 1

Austin—Governor Greg Abbott 
announced the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commis-
sion (HHSC) is providing more 
than $307 million in emer-
gency Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
food benefits for the month of 
January. The allotments are 
expected to help more than 
1.5 million Texas households. 
“This emergency SNAP support 
will ensure more than 1.5 mil-
lion families can continue to put 
food on the table,” Abbott said. 
“Thanks to the USDA for their 
continued collaboration with 
HHSC to provide healthy meals 
to Texans across the state.” 

Austin—Governor Greg Abbott 
sent a letter announcing his 
intention to sue the federal 
government over its unconsti-
tutional vaccine mandate for the 
Texas National Guard. 

In the letter, the Governor 
reminds everyone in his chain 
of command not to punish any 
member of the Texas National 
Guard for choosing not to re-
ceive a COVID-19 vaccine. This 
letter comes after the Biden 
Administration tried to subject 
non-federalized guardsmen to 
an unconstitutional COVID-19 
vaccine mandate from the 
U.S. Department of Defense. 
The Governor sent a letter to 

Governor sues to
protect National Guard

U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin last month reaf-
firming that the State of Tex-
as will not impose the Biden 
Administration’s COVID-19 
vaccine mandate on members 
of the Texas National Guard. 
“As the commander-in-chief of 
Texas’s militia, I have issued a 
straightforward order to every 
member of the Texas Nation-
al Guard within my chain of 
command: Do not punish any 
guardsman for choosing not to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine,” 
reads Abbott’s letter. “Unless 
President Biden federalizes the 
Texas National Guard in accor-

dance with Title 10 of the U.S. 
Code, he is not your command-
er-in-chief under our federal 
or state Constitutions. And as 
long as I am your command-
er-in-chief, I will not tolerate 
efforts to compel receipt of a 
COVID-19 vaccine. Let me be 
crystal clear: It is the federal 
government that has put Tex-
as’s guardsmen in this difficult 
position. As your command-
er-in-chief, I will fight on your 
behalf. That is why I am suing 
the Biden Administration over 
its latest unconstitutional vac-
cine mandate.”
SOURCE Office of the Texas Governor

Emergency SNAP benefits 
extended for January

“As Texans ring in the new 
year, this additional support 
will help families start 2022 
with food on the table for them-
selves and their children,” Tex-
as HHS access and eligibility 
services deputy executive com-
missioner Wayne Salter said. 
HHSC received federal approv-
al from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to extend the 
maximum, allowable amount 
of SNAP benefits to recipi-
ents based on family size, and 
all SNAP households will re-
ceive a minimum of $95 in 
emergency allotments. This 
additional emergency allot-

ment should appear in re-
cipients’ accounts by Jan. 31. 
The emergency January al-
lotments are in addition to 
the more than $5.4 billion in 
benefits previously provided 
to Texans since April 2020. 
Administered by HHSC, SNAP 
is a federal program that pro-
vides food assistance to eligible 
low-income families and indi-
viduals in Texas. Texans in need 
can apply for benefits, including 
SNAP and Medicaid, at Your-
TexasBenefits.com or use the 
Your Texas Benefits mobile app 
to manage their benefits.

SOURCE Office of Texas Governor

Dallas—Parkland Health and 
Hospital System now offers free 
COVID-19 tests at the Amelia 
Court Clinic, 1936 Amelia Court, 
Dallas. Tests are by appoint-
ment only, Monday-Saturday, 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Indi-
viduals seeking a test must bring 
a valid form of identification, 
such as a driver’s license. Chil-
dren under 18 years must be 
accompanied by an adult.

To schedule a test:
Visit Parkland’s website 

at ParklandHospital.com/
COVIDtest.

Call the Parkland COVID-19 
Help Line at (214) 590-
7000 Monday-Saturday, from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Assistance is 
available in English and Span-
ish.

Parkland asks the commu-
nity to not visit the hospital’s 
emergency room or urgent care 
emergency center for testing.

For more information about 
getting a COVID-19 vaccine 
or booster, visit the Parkland 
COVID-19 vaccine website.

More Testing Sites
Dallas College offers free 

COVID-19 testing at its Moun-
tain View and Richland cam-
puses for people who are 
symptomatic or have been 
exposed to someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
Appointments can be made 
online through the My COVID 
Appointment website.

Dallas College Mountain 
View Campus, 4849 West Il-
linois Ave., Dallas, Stadium 

Parkland opens new free 
COVID-19 testing site

Parking Lot. Testing available 
Monday-Saturday, 7:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Dallas College Richland 
Campus, 12800 Abrams Road, 

Dallas, Parking Lot E. Testing 
available Monday-Thursday, 
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

SOURCE Parkland Health and Hos-
pital System

8. LITERARY: In the Harry 
Potter book series, what are 
N.E.W.T.s?

9. TELEVISION: How many 
children were in “The Addams 
Family” sitcom?

10. HISTORY: In what year 
was the first email sent?

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Story idea?
Let us know!

Call  972-870-1992 or email: 
arielg@ramblernewspapers.net
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online streaming: facebook.con/OVBCIrving
Join us on campus or online

Classic Worship
Modern Worship
Spanish Worship

9:30 a.m
11:00 a.m.
12:30 a.m.

Year in Review 2021


