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By Stephen Hunt
Irving—ExxonMobil has called 
Irving home since the late 1980s. 
However, by the middle of 2023, 
this titan of the energy industry will 
be headquartered in Spring, Texas, 
just north of the Houston area.

“We greatly value our long history 
in Irving and appreciate the strong 
ties we have developed in the North 
Texas community,” Darren Woods, 
ExxonMobil chairman and CEO, 
said in a press release. “Closer col-
laboration and the new streamlined 
business model will enable the com-
pany to grow shareholder value and 
position ExxonMobil for success 
through the energy transition.”

The 250 employees at the com-
pany’s current headquarters in Las 
Colinas face a simple choice: accept 
relocation and follow the company 
to the Houston area, or decide not to 
relocate and have their employment 
terminated without a severance 
package.

Founded as Standard Oil of New 
Jersey in 1911, the company re-
branded to Exxon Corporation in 

By Stephen Hunt
Dallas—To many, Mark Cuban is the uber-passionate owner of the National 
Basketball Association’s Dallas Mavericks. To others, he is best known for his 
prominent role on the TV series ‘Shark Tank.’ 

However, like a true entrepreneur, Cuban devotes his time to various 
business ventures, one of those being Mark Cuban Cost Plus Drug Company 

Irvine, Calif.—Today’s new vehicles 
are boasting more tech than ever 
before, and automotive technologies 
command center stage as car shop-
pers compare one vehicle to the next 
when deciding what to buy. 

From safety and security mea-
sures to communication and con-
nectivity features, electronic tech-
nology is an integral part of how a 
driver interacts with their vehicle, 
and how their vehicle interacts with 
neighboring cars on the road. To 
help drivers learn more about the 
various new-vehicle technologies 
and discern which features deserve 
the most attention from new-car 
shoppers, the editors at Kelley Blue 
Book recently named the 10 Best Au-
tomotive Technologies of 2022.

“In 2022, a car’s technology fea-
tures can be a make-or-break factor 
in the vehicle purchase decision,” Ja-
son Allan, director of editorial for 
Kelley Blue Book, said. “Like most 

Washington—A record 31.4 mil-
lion American adults plan to bet 
on Super Bowl LVI, a 35 percent 
increase from 2021, according to 
new American Gaming Associa-
tion research. Bettors will wager an 
estimated $7.61 billion on this year’s 
championship game, up $3.33B (78 
percent) from last year.

Americans’ betting plans are up 
across all wagering methods com-
pared to 2021:

18.2 million American adults will 
place traditional sports wagers on-
line, at a retail sportsbook or with a 
bookie, up 78 percent from 2021.

18.5 million plan to bet casually 
with friends or as part of a pool or 
squares contest, up 23 percent from 
2021.

76 percent say it is important for 
themselves personally to bet through 
a legal operator, up 11 percent from 
2021.

55 percent of bettors plan to wager 
on the Los Angeles Rams compared 
to 45 percent on the Cincinnati Ben-
gals.

“The results are clear: Americans 
have never been more interested in 
legal sports wagering,” Bill Miller, 
AGA president and CEO, said. “The 
growth of legal options across the 
country not only protects fans and 
the integrity of games and bets, but 

(MCCPDC).
“We actually have been working on this for more than three years,” Cuban 

said. “We finally got to the point where we could launch in January.”
Founded in 2018 as Osh Affordable Pharmaceuticals by Dr. Alex Oshmyan-

sky, Cuban provided financial backing for the company, which was rebrand-
ed to bear his name just over one year ago. MCCPDC’s mission is to “funda-
mentally change the way the pharmaceutical industry operates.”

“We started Mark Cuban Cost Plus Drug Company, because every Amer-
ican should have access to safe, affordable medicines,” according to a letter 
by Cuban on the company’s official website. “If you don’t have insurance or 
have a high deductible plan, you know even the most basic medications can 
cost a fortune.

“Many people are spending crazy amounts of money each month just to 
stay healthy. No American should have to suffer or worse, because they can’t 
afford basic prescription medications.”

MCCPDC offers low-cost versions of high-cost generic drugs by either pur-
chasing generics on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) short 
list directly from manufacturers or by producing them as a compounding 

it,” Cuban said. 
The online pharmacy operates on a cash-only basis, which allows MCCP-

DC to charge the lowest prices, often lower than insurance co-pays. However, 
the biggest drawback with a cash-only approach is that some medications 
remain only available through insurance. 

Being classified a compounding pharmacy means Cuban’s company will 
often manufacturer generics in its facility, which is slated to open in the Dal-
las area by the end of 2022. As a compounding pharmacy, the company will 
be subject to fewer FDA regulations than many of its competitors.  

Billionaire attacks high drug prices

pharmacy. 
One early success story has been albendazole, 
which is used to treat hookworm infections. Al-
bendazole normally costs $500, but Cuban’s 

company pared the cost to $33 and donated 
10,000 doses to areas of the Southern U.S. af-
fected by hookworms. 

“We got approval for [albenzadole] first, 
and we knew we could work with Baylor to 

get thousands of doses we donated 
into the hands of people who needed 

ExxonMobil relocating headquarters
January 1973. 

Mobil was also founded in 1911 as 
Standard Oil of New York. In 1955, 
the company rebranded to the So-
cony Mobil Oil Company, a name 
shortened to Mobil in 1963.

In 1989, Exxon relocated from 
New York City to Irving. Ten years 
later, it completed a merger with 
Mobil, creating the new company 
ExxonMobil, which has called Las 
Colinas home since 1999. 

Beth Bowman, president and CEO 
of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce, is disap-
pointed to see ExxonMobil depart 
Irving. 

“ExxonMobil’s announcement it 
is relocating its Irving corporate of-
fices to its campus north of Houston 
is part of an ongoing restructuring 
plan,” Bowman said. “While this 
move is disappointing, we under-
stand the efficiencies and cost sav-
ings this organizational consolida-

tion will provide the company. 
“ExxonMobil has been a good 

neighbor and an important contrib-
utor to our city and business com-
munity, and we wish them every 
future success. The ExxonMobil site 
is one of the most exceptional loca-
tions in not only North Texas, but 
also in the nation, and we have great 
expectations for the future of this 
site.”

The relocation of ExxonMobil’s 
corporate headquarters to Houston 
is part of an overall corporate strate-
gy combining the company’s chemi-
cal and downstream businesses, and 
centralizing its technical and engi-
neering services. 

“Our transformed business struc-
ture enables us to more fully lever-
age the corporation’s scale, integra-
tion, technology advances, and the 
skills and capabilities of our talented 
workforce to better serve our cus-
tomers,” Woods said. 

As of April 1, 2022, ExxonMobil 
will be comprised of three divisions: 
ExxonMobil Upstream Company, 
ExxonMobil Product Solutions, and 
ExxonMobil Lower-Carbon Solu-
tions. 

In 2021, ExxonMobil had reve-
nues of $23 billion. It remains one 
of the 10 biggest oil companies in the 

Best new auto 
tech named

anything else we can point to in 
modern life, tech advancements 
in new cars have evolved at light-
ning speed in recent years, rapidly 
becoming one of the top priorities 
and considerations for car shoppers 
when choosing which vehicle to buy. 

“Some new-car technologies serve 
as safety shields that hopefully nev-
er need to be used, but drivers can 
take comfort knowing they are there. 
Others assist with parking and visi-
bility, while some technologies help 
the driver stay connected with oth-
ers or quickly contact emergency 
services. Ultimately, the ideal auto-
motive tech features should make 
things easier without causing driver 
distraction.”

In 2022, a car’s technology fea-
tures can be a make-or-break factor 
in the vehicle purchase decision.

1. Advanced Driver Assistance 

Millions to wager 
on Super Bowl

also puts illegal operators on notice 
that their time is limited.” 

Importantly, 106 million Ameri-
can adults (41 percent) recall adver-
tising related to responsible gaming 
in the past year, an increase of 32 
million people (12 percent) from 
2020. This reflects the sports betting 
industry’s continued and deepened 
investment in responsible gaming 
resources.

30 states and Washington, 
D.C currently feature live, legal 
sports betting markets, with three 
additional legal markets awaiting 
launch.

45 million more Americans 
can legally wager in their home 
state compared to Super Bowl 
LV with Arizona, Connecti-
cut, Louisiana, Maryland, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Washington, Wiscon-
sin and Wyoming launching legal 
sports betting markets since last 
year’s big game.

AGA’s Have A Game Plan.® Bet 
Responsibly™ campaign is bringing 
sports betting stakeholders together 
to promote responsible gaming. NFL 
team partners include the Washing-
ton Commanders and New York 
Jets.

SOURCE American Gaming Associa-
tion
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Life
Tributes

DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

Dale Bucher   
 Feb 10, 1920 ~ Feb 1, 2022
Ellis Burgoyne   
 Sept 26, 1958 ~ Feb 3, 2022
Pansy Partain   
 June 9, 1932 ~ Feb 2, 2022
Johnnie Magee   
 May 15, 1932 ~ Feb 5, 2022
“Gene” Dwight E. Saur Jr.  
  Aug 11, 1934 ~ Feb 6, 2022

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Jules Boboy   
 Oct 2, 1964 ~ Jan 29, 2022
Conrado P. Cantu   
 Jan 11, 1965 ~ Feb 4, 2022
James Clayton Hampton  
 Aug 6, 1942 ~ Jan 29, 2022
Gloor Gregory Capps  
 Apr 16, 1948 ~ Feb 3, 2022
Teresa Barganier   
 Feb 25, 1956 ~ Feb 6, 2022
Emma Faye Franklin  
 Jan 7, 1933 ~ Feb 6, 2022
John Calvin Griffith, Jr.  
 Jan 23, 1927 ~ Feb 3, 2022
Martha Voirin Cober  
 Aug 22, 1934 ~ Feb 3, 2022
Raymond Doyle Harp, Jr.  
 Aug 28, 1962 ~ Feb 7, 2022

Irving—The Irving Police Depart-
ment arrested and charged 52-year-
old Christopher Coggins for the mur-
der of 81-year-old Laverne Coggins. 

On Monday, Feb. 1 at approxi-
mately 12:30 p.m., Irving officers re-
sponded to the 600 block of Brook-
stone Dr. on a welfare check. Due 
to several unusual circumstances, 
Irving Police and Irving Fire forced 
entry into the residence. 

Once inside the residence, offi-
cers found Christopher hiding in the 
home’s attic area and found the de-
ceased inside a large zippered bag in 
the garage. Christopher has a history 

Woman found
murdered in home

of violence toward the victim. 
Christopher has a history of vi-

olence towards the victim. He was 
charged with unlawful restraint and 
injury to an elderly individual in 
June 2021. He was released on pro-
bation from Dallas County Jail on 
Jan. 27, 2022. 

The Irving Police Department 
requests anyone with information 
to contact them at (972) 273-1010 
(24hrs) and reference the above case 
number. Additionally, tips may be 
submitted to ipdcrimetips@cityofir-
ving.org .

SOURCE Irving Police Department

“As we have worked with kids and 
students, we have seen some of the 
[mental health] effects,” Jack Payne, 
director of Youth Ministries at Plym-
outh Park United Methodist Church, 
said. “Those effects are going to be 
seen for years and years to come. 
Part of our job is to walk alongside 
students and their parents as the 

Mental health seminars help parents during pandemic
By Camila Gonzalez
Irving—Plymouth Park United 
Methodist Church hosted the first 
event in the “It’s Okay Not to Be 
Okay” parenting seminar series on 
Tuesday, Feb. 8. This series is a col-
laboration with The Center for Inte-
grative Counseling and Psychology 
and the Irving Schools Foundation.

The four seminars focus on help-
ing parents understand mental 
health issues their children may be 
facing due to the pandemic. 

The first seminar focused on dif-
ferent kinds of mental health is-
sues and how they may have devel-
oped or worsened for young people 
during the pandemic. 

parents raise their kids.”
Isolation and constant video calls 

have been slowly wearing on stu-
dents. After noticing the need for 
mental health help, the church cre-
ated this event to provide resources 
people in the community.

“Part of [adapting to the pan-
demic] was growing,” Krista Bai-
ley, director of Children’s Ministry, 
said. “Not just in faith, but in social, 
mental and emotional skills with the 
kids we serve. Not just inside of our 
church, but in the community.”

Dr. Brad Schwall, president and 
CEO of The Center for Integrative 
Counseling and Psychology, defined 
a few major mental illnesses and 
their characteristics.

“Our focus was on taking what the 
community’s concerns are and pro-
viding some practical background 

information, as well as practical 
steps to encouraging mental health 
and well-being in our community,” 
Schwall said. 

He said there has been an increase 
in demand for services provided by 
the center in the past couple of years. 

Schwall explained concerns about 
becoming sick with COVID-19 may 
be more intense for people diag-
nosed with anxiety due to a “propen-
sity for worry.” He said isolation can 
worsen feelings of depression. Many 
kids have a support system through 
friends and teachers at school they 
were not able to access in the same 
way when classes were online. A few 
signs of depression are changes in 
appetite and sleep habits, low ener-
gy and a lack of pleasure in activities 
that would normally be pleasurable.

Schwall concluded the seminar 

by telling attendees about a strate-
gy called emotion coaching. When 
a child is having some sort of prob-
lem, the adult should validate their 
feelings. Adults should not deny or 
punish children’s feelings.

“Kids are resilient,” Schwall said. 
“The same positive habits that 
helped pre-pandemic help now.”

“We hope people walk away 
knowing they’re not alone and there 
are resources out there,” Payne said. 
“[Parents can see] the reality that 
there’s more than one person there, 
and they can see their student’s not 
the only one facing this issue. It’s 
pretty much a worldwide thing.”

The second seminar will take place 
on March 8, focusing on parenting 
differently during the pandemic. All 
events will be hosted at Plymouth 
Park United Methodist Church.

“Supporting families in
crisis with prompt, efficient 

and impartal services”
Election Day - March 1st
Early Voting - February 14th - February 25th

Paid for by the Ingrid Michelle Warren Campaign, Algernon “Al” Herron Treasurer, P.O. Box 131205, Dallas, Texas 75313 In 
compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.

Election Day
March 1st

Early Voting
February 14th - February 25th

“Supporting families 
in crisis with prompt, 
efficient and impartial 
services”

Judge Ingrid Michelle Warren
Paid for by the Ingrid Michelle Warren Campaign, Algernon “Al” Herron Treasurer, P.O. Box 131205, 
Dallas, Texas 75313 In compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.

Phoenix—Make-A-Wish will be 
sending a team of 15 wish kids and 
their families to Los Angeles to at-
tend Super Bowl LVI. The kids, who 
are all facing critical illnesses, will be 
treated to a life-changing experience 
thanks to the generous donations of 
individuals and corporate support-
ers, including the National Football 
League (NFL). 

In addition to celebrating a return 
of wish kids to the Super Bowl after 
a one-year hiatus, Make-A-Wish will 
be celebrating 40 years of partner-
ship with the NFL, starting with the 

Make-A-Wish gives 40 
years of Super Bowl wishes

first wish to go to the Super Bowl in 
1982.

The wish kids will arrive in South-
ern California on Wednesday, Feb. 9. 
The following evening, they will get 
the chance to strut their stuff on the 
red carpet as VIP guests at the NFL 
Honors event. In the days following, 
they will receive a private, behind-
the-scenes tour of SoFi Stadium and 
have free time to explore the fun and 
games at the Super Bowl Experience. 
Most importantly, the wish kids will 
be in the stadium to watch as the Los 
Angeles Rams and Cincinnati Ben-

gals go head-to-head in pursuit of 
the coveted Vince Lombardi Trophy 
on Sunday, Feb. 13.

“After the trauma and stress that 
these families have had to endure, 
we can’t wait to provide them with 
an experience that we know will 
continue to bring them hope and joy 
long after the confetti falls at the end 
of the game,” said Richard K. Davis, 
president and CEO of Make-A-Wish 
America. “These wishes wouldn’t 
be possible without the ongoing 
support from the NFL. We are so 
grateful that after four decades, the 
NFL, starting at the top with Com-
missioner Roger Goodell, continues 
to be one of our most committed and 
passionate wish granting partners.”

Wishes involving the NFL started 
shortly after the founding of Make-
A-Wish in 1980. The first wish that 
the NFL granted was for John Paul 
Serna, a 12-year-old Arizona boy 
who attended Super Bowl XVI in 
1982. The wish was the 9th ever in 
Make-A-Wish history, and in the 40 
years since, more than 300 wishes 
have been granted at the Super Bowl 
with hundreds more wishes having 
been granted through the 32 teams 
and their players.

SOURCE Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
America
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT

Coppell

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #188 City of Coppell Fireworks.   
Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Proposals can be submitted 
until 2:00 p.m. CST Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office 
at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal 
meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, 
Tuesday, February 22, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, 
TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, February 22, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wfFUi7mESx2heFuERwXZ7g

RFP Open – Tuesday, March 1, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FxZSVoNLSK--vL1ocoAr1A

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0322-02 Pavement Panel Replacements.   
Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 
p.m.  CST Thursday, March 3, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell 
Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which in-
cludes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, Thursday, February 
24, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, February 24, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kYO_u60tTpirVkb72aecSQ

Bid Open – Thursday, March 3, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0Ed9MjafR0-TSiafKjq1P

Amazon.com Services LLC seeks candidates for the following (multiple positions 
available) in Grand Prairie, TX:
 
Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) Manager (Job ID 1917094). Responsible for 
providing WHS support to Delivery Stations within their region to execute company 
safety policies and ensure compliance to all applicable local and regional regulations. 
Domestic travel 50% of the time. Telecommuting benefits available.
 
Apply at: https://www.amazon.jobs/en/ Job ID: 1917094.

Support Engineer. Atos IT Solutions and Services Inc. Irving, TX. Physical installation 
& repair of server hardware & components. BS Comp Engg, IT, MIS, or rel. 4 yrs exp 
supporting server hardware/sw platforms. Other exp reqd. Can work remotely or tele. 
Trav up to 100% at various unanticipated client sites in U.S. 30% international travel 
to Canada & Mexico. To apply:  https://atos.net/en/careers. Job ID 383810.

50% interest in house for sale. 972.358.0542 South Irving location

Systems
This is a category of systems that 

can ensure you know when a vehicle 
is in your blind spot, keep you a safe 
distance from the car in front of you, 
and keep your vehicle from drifting 
into another lane. 

These advanced driver assist sys-
tems (ADAS) often come in bundled 
safety suites, but even if a model you 
are shopping for doesn’t have ADAS 
as a suite of safety features, many are 
sold as standalone options or as part 
of a specific trim level. Key ADAS 
features to look for include adap-
tive cruise control, blind-spot alert, 
cross-traffic alerts, forward collision 
warning/avoidance, lane departure 
warning, lane-keep assist and re-
verse brake assist. 

2. Automatic Emergency Braking
When the car senses that a colli-

sion is imminent, Automatic Emer-
gency Braking (AEB) activates your 
car’s brakes, potentially avoiding or 
minimizing an accident. AEB can re-
act faster than a person and can start 
working before you hit the brakes. 
If you are braking and it senses 
you need to stop sooner, AEB also 
can brake harder than the pressure 
you’re applying. While AEB is part 
of many advanced driver assist sys-
tems, this is an essential system that 
may be a standalone feature, and it 
should be considered a high priority.

3. Connected Mobile Apps/Digital 
Key

Almost every car company has an 
app you can download for your car. 
Some are better than others, but 
the most advanced let you remotely 
lock and unlock the doors, check the 
status of fuel level (or range level in 
an EV) and tire pressure, and even 
remotely start the car, which is espe-
cially nice on a cold winter’s morn-
ing. 

The digital key has extra security 
measures built in that tie only your 

phone to your car. With it, you can 
hold the smartphone near the door 
to lock and unlock your car. You 
can even drive the car with just the 
phone. It uses several levels of secu-
rity to ensure that only you, and peo-
ple you give specific permission to, 
can get into and drive your car.

4. Teen Driver Tech
This is a bundle of tech features 

that are aimed squarely at parents 
with younger drivers in the house. 
Examples include GM’s Teen Driv-
er suite of features, Ford and Lin-
coln’s MyKey system, Hyundai’s 
BlueLink system, and Volkswagen’s 
Car-Net. The features serve as a safe-
guard for new drivers, putting par-
ents’ minds at ease when handing 
over the key fob. 

Some examples of teen driver 
tech system features include notify-
ing parents if a car is driven above a 
certain speed, disabling the audio if 
seatbelts aren’t in use, audio volume 
controls, do-not-disturb for smart-
phones, setting curfews, geofencing 
and more. Many of these systems 
also generate a report card of sorts 
that can inform parents of how their 
teen did behind the wheel.

5. Safe Exit Assist to Protect Cy-
clists

Bike riders have to be as con-
cerned with parked cars as they are 
with moving vehicles in the city. A 
feature that helps riders and drivers 
alike is the exit warning. 

The alert uses rear-looking sen-
sors to detect approaching bicycles 
and traffic, ensuring a passenger 
doesn’t open a car door just as a cy-
clist comes by. Exit warning systems 
work for several minutes after the 
engine is shut off. If the sensors see 
an approaching bicyclist or vehicle, 
they alert the passenger with a series 
of bright lights. The most advanced 
systems will physically lock the door 
to prevent it from being swung open 

into the path of the approaching ob-
ject.

6. Wireless Smartphone Connec-
tivity and Charging

Wireless smartphone connectivity 
and/or charging is a great way to de-
clutter the area around the transmis-
sion shifter. And because wireless 
charging uses a charging pad, that 
spot in the vehicle serves as a handy 
storage spot for your phone, too. We 
recommend looking for a vehicle 
in your price range that offers both 
wireless connectivity and charging.

7. 360-Degree Camera
A 360-degree camera is a very 

popular feature that’s becoming easy 
to find in new cars of all price ranges. 
It’s incredibly convenient and easy 
to use, and it helps reduce damage 
to your car. 

A 360-degree camera can make 
sure you don’t hit anything while 
you’re parking. Not only can this 
keep your car scratch- and dent-
free, but it can reduce insurance 
claims from low-speed crashes. This 
camera is a great help when park-
ing a large vehicle, and it provides 
invaluable assistance while parallel 
parking. By combining cameras on 
every side of the car with some clev-
er tech, your car’s display can show 
a virtual top-down view of your sur-
roundings, showing you the sides of 
your garage for example, or whether 
you’re between the parking lines at 
the grocery store.

8. Emergency Services/Stolen Ve-
hicle Tracking Software

More than 810,000 motor vehi-
cles were stolen in 2020, a shocking 
number, stressing the importance of 
having built-in vehicle tracking tech-
nology. Several automakers offer 
this feature. 

If your vehicle is equipped with 
one of these systems, law enforce-
ment can find your vehicle more eas-
ily, and they can find it faster, poten-

tially reducing damage to your car. 
But it doesn’t just help when your 
car is stolen. These systems also can 
help get rescue services to you after 
a crash by pinpointing a vehicle’s 
exact location. That same location 
information can be used to find 
someone during a national disaster, 
to find an aging family member who 
may need help, or to make sure your 
teen driver is safe.

9. Blind-Spot View Monitor
A blind-spot monitor comes in 

handy with an easy-to-view screen 
that shows what is on either side 
of your car when changing lanes. It 
uses a small camera on either side of 
your car to display what traffic may 
be in the lane next to you. This can 
help prevent you from hitting anoth-
er car, motorcycle, or a person on a 
bicycle. 

There are different versions of this 
technology, but we prefer easy-to-
see displays within the gauge cluster, 
such as in Genesis, Kia and Hyundai 
vehicles.

10. Video Rearview Mirror
If you’ve ever been to a big-box 

store and filled your SUV to the roof 
with supplies, you know what it’s 
like to lose use of your rearview mir-
ror. However, a video rearview mir-
ror solves this problem. 

It uses a rear-mounted camera 
that displays the view behind your 
vehicle. This type of rearview mirror 
is in the same spot as the traditional 
version, but you can toggle between 
the regular and the video view. It also 
is helpful when towing, because you 
get a wider view of the road while 
also keeping an eye on your trailer.

For more details and information 
about Kelley Blue Book’s 10 Best 
Automotive Technologies of 2022, 
visit https://www.kbb.com/awards/
best-car-technologies/.

SOURCE Kelley Blue Book

Irving—The Irving City Council re-
cently took action to issue General 
Obligation Pension Bonds at a lower 
interest rate, resulting in more than 
$60.6 million in savings over the 
next 20 years. By taking advantage 
of historically low interest rates, the 
city capitalized on the opportunity to 
refinance existing pension obligation 
debt in a way that is like refinancing 
a home loan at a lower interest rate.

The city issued $86.22 million in 
General Obligation Pension Bonds 
on Nov. 15, 2021, to fund the Un-
funded Actuarial Accrued Liability 
for two of the city’s pension plans 
for employees: Texas Municipal Re-
tirement System (TMRS) and Sup-
plemental Benefit Plan (SBP). The 
bonds have a 20-year life, which was 
the same duration as the prior ser-
vice amortization period for SBP, but 
the amortization period for TMRS 
was shortened by four years, result-
ing in additional savings.

The true interest cost on the 
bonds was 2.65 percent over the 
20-year life of the bonds, which is 
significantly lower than the 6.75 
percent assumed average rate of re-
turn for both TMRS and SBP. The 
savings associated with the bonds 
totaled $44,213,904—$28,878,195 
for TMRS and $15,335,709 for SBP. 
Shortening the duration of the amor-

Irving—The city of Irving’s first 
edition of its Popular Annual Finan-
cial Report (PAFR) recently received 
the Award for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Popular Annual Financial 
Reporting (PAFR award) from the 
Government Finance Officers As-
sociation (GFOA). The award rep-
resents a significant achievement for 
Irving. 

In order to be eligible for this 
award, a government must also sub-
mit its annual comprehensive finan-
cial report to GFOA for review and 
receive a Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Report-

ing for the current fiscal year. Each 
eligible report is reviewed by judges 
who evaluate the report based on 
criteria such as reader appeal, un-
derstandability, distribution meth-
ods and creativity.

Irving’s Fiscal Year 2019-20 
PAFR is available online and in 
print. This edition highlights the 
city’s operations and work through-
out the year, as well as future proj-
ects, strategic plans and goals. 

Print copies are available at Irving 
City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., free of 
charge.

SOURCE City of Irving

Irving’s inaugural 
PAFR wins award

City saves millions
tization period for TMRS saved an 
additional $16,424,414. The total 
projected savings to the city over the 
next 20 years is more than $60.6 
million or 34.83 percent.

The city’s third pension plan, the 
Irving Firemen’s Relief and Retire-
ment Fund (FRRF), is a separate 
fund for Irving’s Fire civil service 

employees. The city is currently 
working with the board of the FRRF 
to issue pension bonds for a signifi-
cant portion of the FRRF’s actuarial 
liability. If interest rates remain fa-
vorable, the city anticipates issuing 
pension bonds for the FRRF in the 
next few months resulting in addi-
tional long-term savings.

SOURCE City of Irving

Santa Clara, Calif.—It is early days 
for the 2022 housing market, but 
new data shows homebuyers are 
already off to the real estate races. 
In the first month of the year, the 
typical U.S. home sold faster than 
in any prior January, according to 
the Realtor.com® Monthly Hous-
ing Report. Compared to January’s 
national pace, homes sold even 
more quickly in the 50 largest U.S. 
metros, with listings flying off the 
market in 36 days or less in Nash-
ville, Tenn., San Diego, San Jose, Ca-
lif., Denver and Raleigh, N.C.

“We’re forecasting a whirlwind 
year ahead for buyers and, if January 
housing trends are any indication, 
2022 competition is already heat-
ing up. Homes sold at a record-fast 
January pace, suggesting that buy-
ers are more active than usual for 
this time of year,” Realtor.com chief 

economist Danielle Hale said. “But 
it’s a different story on the other side 
of the closing table, with new seller 
listings continuing to decline in Jan-
uary. Factors like Omicron uncer-
tainties could be causing sellers to 
hesitate even when they know hous-
ing conditions are favorable. 

Another key barrier is the inven-
tory ‘chicken-and-egg’ dilemma that 
may vex sellers who are also buying: 
Do you list now when home shop-
pers are hungry for more options, or 
do you wait for more inventory to hit 
the market in the spring? Ultimately, 
only you know the best time for your 
family to make a move, but prepa-
ration is key to acting quickly when 
the right opportunity comes along. 
Sites like Realtor.com offer informa-
tion and tools to help homeowners 
keep a pulse on local activity in to-
day’s fast-paced market.” 

January 2022 Housing Metrics 
– National

2022 kicks-off with the all-time fast-
est-moving January housing market 
Reflecting the mixed impact of 
2021’s pent-up buyer demand and 
feverish home sales pace, time on 
market both hit a new record and 
offered buyers a first glimmer of 
relief in January. On one hand, the 
typical U.S. home spent less time 
on the market than in any prior 
January and a full month less than 
in the pre-pandemic period from 
2017-2019 alone. At the same time, 
with recent trends following typical 
seasonal patterns, national time on 
market increased in January over 
the final month of 2021.

The typical U.S. home spent 61 
days on the market in January, mod-
erating from the December pace (54 
days). However, homes spent less 

time on the market than in January 
2021 (-10 days) and compared to the 
same month in 2017-2020, on aver-
age (-29 days).

Homes spent less time on the mar-
ket than the national rate in the 50 
largest U.S. metros, at an average of 
52 days in January. Southern metros 
posted the biggest yearly declines in 
time on market, down 10 days across 
the region as a whole and led by Mi-
ami (-29 days), Orlando, Fla. (-24 
days), and Raleigh, N.C. (-17 days).

In January, time on market 
increased over last year in just 
four large markets: Hartford, 
Conn. (+10 days), Minneapolis (+2 
days), and Richmond, Va. (+1 day) 
and Washington, D.C. (+1 day).

Limited inventory cre-
ates challenges for buyers 
and prospective sellers alike. 
While buyer is accelerating earlier 
in 2022 than in prior years, January 
data suggests sellers aren’t on the 
same timeline. The yearly decline in 
inventory grew for the fourth straight 
month as new listings continued to 
fall short of prior years’ levels. This 
is partly due to typical seasonality, 
as sellers have historically waited 
until closer to the spring to enter the 
market. However, January’s new 
listings declines could indicate that 
some prospective sellers are delay-
ing their original plans to list earlier 
in the year, as 65 percent of those 
surveyed in the fall expected to list 
by March activity 2022. A number 
of potential factors may be behind 
seller hesitation, from Omicron un-
certainties to the decade-long new 
construction shortage, with the 
many sellers who also need to buy a 
next home finding limited options in 
January. 

Nationally, the inventory of active 
listings was down 28.4 percent year-
over-year in January, worsening 
from last month’s rate (-26.8 per-
cent). Although there were fewer for-
sale homes than in January 2020 in 
all of the 50 largest metros, more 
than half (26) posted smaller inven-
tory declines than the national rate.

New listings lagged behind prior 
year’s levels for the second consecu-
tive month in January, down 9.1 per-
cent nationwide. However, Realtor.
com Weekly Housing Trends show 
the annual rate of new listings de-
clines improved steadily over the 
course of the month. If this trend 
continues, buyers may start to see 

more options ahead of the competi-
tive spring season.

Among the 50 largest U.S. met-
ros, 19 experienced smaller new 
seller declines than the national 
rate in January. Additionally, four 
markets posted annual new listings 
gains: Cleveland (+7.6 percent), Or-
lando, Fla. (+2.3 percent), India-
napolis (+1.6 percent) and Hous-
ton (+0.9 percent).

Home price growth con-
tinues at a double-digit pace 
as rate hikes fuel competition 
As demand further outpaced supply 
in January, the U.S. median listing 
price held near record-highs and 
continued to rise at a double-digit an-
nual pace. While 2022 is forecasted 
to be a seller’s market, annual home 
price growth is expected to moderate 
from the 2021 pace. This is partly 
due to looming rate hikes, which will 
cut into buyers’ ability to meet high 
asking prices and have already be-
gun to rise more quickly than antic-
ipated. Listing price data is already 
showing some loss of momentum, 
as the acceleration was smaller in 
January over December compared 
to December over November. Still, 
the affordability of monthly hous-
ing costs will increasingly challenge 
buyers – especially first-timers, who 
typically have less flexible budgets 
and face the added financial burden 
of skyrocketing rents.

For the second month in a row, 
the U.S. median listing price held 
at $375,000. Listing prices increased 
at a slightly faster annual pace in 
January (+10.3 percent) than in 
December (+10.0 percent), but the 
change was smaller than from No-
vember (+8.6 percent) to December.

Relative to the national rate, home 

prices posted smaller yearly gains 
(+6.1 percent) in the 50 largest U.S. 
metros, partially due to inventory 
gains in smaller-sized homes. Price 
growth was similar on a square foot 
basis, up 11.8 percent year-over-year 
in large metros and 13.5 percent 
year-over-year nationwide.

Listing prices grew at a dou-
ble-digit annual pace in the south-
ern (+11.2 percent) and western 
(+10.0 percent) regions, which 
dominated the top 5 list of mar-
kets with the biggest annual home 
price increases: Las Vegas (+35.3 
percent), Tampa, Fla. (+28.7 per-
cent), Austin, Texas (+28.2 per-
cent), Orlando, Fla. (+25.0 percent) 
and Miami (+24.8 percent).

Methodology
Realtor.com housing data as 

of January 2022. Listings include ac-
tive inventory of existing single-fam-
ily homes and condos/townhomes 
for the given level of geography; new 
construction is excluded unless list-
ed via an MLS. In this release, price 
adjustments are defined as home 
listings that had their price reduced 
in January 2022; listings that had 
their prices increased during the 
month are excluded.

Note: With the release of its Jan-
uary 2022 housing trends report, 
Realtor.com incorporated a new and 
improved methodology for captur-
ing and reporting housing inven-
tory trends and metrics. As a result 
of these changes, this release is not 
directly comparable with previous 
data releases and reports. However, 
future data releases, including his-
torical data, will consistently apply 
the new methodology.

SOURCE Realtor.com

Homebuying starts with fastest-moving January ever

Call today about the inexpensive 
Legal Notice advertising rates for 

Rambler weekly email blast, 
online, or in print! 

972-870-1992
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 Do you know or have 
a passion for design? 
Rambler Newspapers 
is now hiring a part-
time design editor 
to create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email design@ram-
blernewspapers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Eros
2. “The Pink Panther”
3. Danish krone
4. Mr. Potato Head
5. Mickeys per second
6. Guam, whose location is near the International 

Date Line
7. “The Simpsons”
8. Franklin Roosevelt (1932)
9. A windbreaker
10. Hypothalamus

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

tures is known as kinemortophobia.

* Nineteen-year-old Jonathan 
Parker, of Fort Loudoun, Pennsyl-
vania, was charged with burglary af-
ter stealing two diamond rings and 
using the computer in his victim’s 
house to check his Facebook profile, 
forgetting to log off from the site.

* Vikings believed a goat in Val-
halla supplied an endless supply of 
beer from its udders.

* A football’s shape (prolate 
spheroid) is that of an inflated pig’s 
bladder, which is what the first foot-
balls were made of.

* The 1934 mystery novel “Cain’s 
Jawbone” by Edward Powys Ma-
thers is printed with its 100 pages 
out of order. To solve the mystery, 
readers must determine the correct 
page order and the names of the 
six murderers and six victims. The 
mystery has only ever officially been 
solved by four people.

* Researchers in Japan have fitted 
a train with a speaker that barks like 
a dog and snorts like a deer in order 
to prevent collisions with deer on the 
railway.

* Canadian radio stations are re-
quired by law to play Canadian art-
ists on the airwaves at least 35% of 
the time.

* The Windows XP default back-
ground image of rolling green hills 
known as “Bliss” was historically a 
vineyard. The vines were taken out 
a couple years before the photo was 
taken due to a pest infestation.

***
* Thought for the Day: “When one 

door of happiness closes, another 
opens, but often we look so long at 
the closed door that we do not see 
the one which has been opened for 
us.” -- Helen Keller

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. MYTHOLOGY: In Roman my-
thology, Cupid is the god of love. 
What’s the name of the Greek god of 
love?

2. MOVIES: Which movie series 
features a character named Inspec-
tor Clouseau?

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the basic currency used in 
Greenland?

4. HISTORY: What was the first 
toy to be advertised on U.S. televi-
sion?

5. MEASUREMENTS: What is the 
unit of measurement used to gauge 
the speed and direction of a comput-
er mouse? 

6. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. ter-
ritory’s unofficial slogan is “Where 
America’s Day Begins”?

7. TELEVISION: What is the lon-
gest running scripted TV series?

8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president campaigned for election 
with the slogan “Happy Days Are 
Here Again”?

9. LANGUAGE: In British En-
glish, what is a windcheater?

10. ANATOMY: What part of the 
human brain controls hunger?

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

* In 2009 the British zombie mov-
ie “Colin,” on which writer/director 
Marc Price spent 18 months and a 
whopping $70, won an award at the 
renowned Cannes Film Festival.

* Further on the subject of zom-
bies, their fans are known as zombo-
piles, while fear of the ghoulish crea-

By now we know just how much 
our Social Security checks are going 
to be for this year, after the deduc-
tions for Part B.

The average dollar increase is $92 
per month for singles. The Part B de-
duction has gone up $21.60, mostly 
due to the price of the new Alzhei-
mer’s drug, Aduhelm, for a total 
of $170 per month. The drug costs 
$56,000 per patient per year. And 
we’re all going to pay for it, whether 
we need it or not.

The news now is that the price 
of that drug has been cut in half, to 
$28,200 per year, after pressure was 
brought to bear on the manufacturer 
when it was revealed that Medicare 
might not pay for it at all. Addition-
al pressure came from doctors who 
were suspicious the drug didn’t actu-
ally work and who wanted their own 
tests run on it. Since it must be giv-
en via IV in the hospital or doctor’s 
office, it falls under Part B instead of 
the Part D drug plan.

Hot off the press is a proposal that 
Medicare will cover the drug -- but 

Is a Part B
Premium

Cutback Coming?

only for those in randomized con-
trolled clinical trials that will settle 
once and for all the question about 
whether the drug actually works. 
They’ll likely have a decision on that 
proposal in April.

And what of our Part B costs, giv-
en the lowered cost of Aduhelm?  
Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Xavier Becerra ordered Medi-
care to look again at the premium 
we’re being charged for 2022. There 
is the smallest chance it might be 
lowered, which has never been done 
before. 

Last year it was estimated that our 
Part B premium would be $158.50 
this year. If that $170 is cut back to 
that amount, it would net us an ex-
tra $11.50 per month. What shall we 
spend it on?

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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mation will be tracked in the coming 
months. 

“It’s too early to tell. We don’t 
know how other companies will re-
spond,” Cuban said. “But if the end 
result is that drug prices are lower 
than ours, that’s a win for all of us.”

GIVE US A CALL
972-870-1992

Need customers?

Inclusivity
at the VA

have equitable treatment and expe-
riences when interacting with the 
VA.

The task force initially focused 
on existing policies and programs, 
barriers, gaps and institutional ac-
cess points. One of the first things it 
accomplished was to raise the Pride 
flag at the VA Central Office. Anoth-
er was to address the rule-making 
process to modify the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations to expand the VA’s 
gender-affirming care and benefits 
for veterans. 

Additionally, the task force has 
changed the Veterans Experience 
Office (VEO) Trust Surveys to in-
clude questions about gender identi-
ty and sexual orientation, and medi-
cal records choices were added that 
include transgender male, trans-
gender female, non-binary, other 
and “does not wish to disclose.” The 
Veterans Health Administration’s 
LGBT and Related Identities health 

AN IRVING TRADITION AN IRVING TRADITION 
Since 1948*Some restrictions apply

CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*
w/purchase of an adult entree

LUNCHLUNCHBREAKFASTBREAKFAST DINNERDINNER
100 E Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060
972-307-5000
www.Bigstatefountaingrill.com

SPECIAL OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN
MONDAY thru SATURDAY

8am - 8pm

FUN & GAMES

SPONSOR A GAME

* If your dog likes a treat of moist-
ened dry food from time to time, use 
the water from cooking vegetables. 
It has a bit of flavor and some vita-
mins, too!

* “A tip for banana peels: Dry until 
crispy and break into small pieces. 
Put in blender and blend to pow-
der. Store in an airtight container to 
sprinkle around base of houseplants 
before watering. Orchids love them 
-- it’s great free fertilizer.” -- B.C. in 
New Hampshire

* “Unmatched socks are 
handy-dandy cleaners and have so 
many uses. Keep one by the dryer 
to get all the lint off the trap. Shake 
it out or pop it into the wash when 
needed.

* If you have lots of outdoor or 
feral cats in your area, here is some 
good advice, given to me by my 
grandmother: Start your car with a 
bang -- on the hood, that is. When 
the overnight temperature dips, 
cats know to find someplace that is 
wind-shielded and off the ground, 
and sometimes that means they 
will climb up into your engine area 
to hunker down. If your car starts 
while they’re there, they can be hurt 
or even killed. Give the hood a good 
knock to let a cat know to get out 
quick. -- JoAnn

* “After you’ve cleaned out the 
gliders of your sliding-glass door, 
run over the parts with a little par-
affin wax. It will protect the moving 
parts and quiet the door.” -- P.J. in 
Oregon

* If you have trouble threading a 
needle because the fibers seem to go 
in all directions, here’s a tip from T.I. 
in Illinois: Stiffen the end of thread 
with hairspray before threading a 
needle.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 

The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs now has a cultural transforma-
tion action plan with an 18-member 
task force created last year under a 
presidential executive order. That 
task force (Inclusion, Diversity, Eq-
uity and Access, or I-DEA) made 
20 recommendations and 60 sub-
recommendations to be considered 
over the next four years. Per their 
mission statement, the goal is to 
ensure that all employees, veterans, 
families, caregivers and survivors 

program is now called the LGBTQ+ 
Health Program.

One of its goals (on the list of 20) 
is to integrate I-DEA into hiring, po-
sition management, talent develop-
ment and executive coaching. Allied 
with that is their goal of evaluating 
“institutional symbols, mottos, ex-
pression of values displayed and 
used by VA to ensure inclusiveness 
and diverse representation.” One of 
the guiding principles is to deliber-
ately and consciously embed I-DEA 
into the institutional memory and 
organizational culture of the VA. To 
ensure that this happens, oversee-
ing all this will be a proposed I-DEA 
Office and Chief Diversity Officer 
(DCO) position that will report di-
rectly to the Secretary of the VA. 

To read the rest of the task force’s 
20 recommendations, go to: www.
va.gov/ORMDI/docs/VA_I-DEA_
Action_Plan-SIGNED.pdf.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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DRUGS
Continued from Page 1

“We can move faster,” Cuban said 
of the biggest benefit of operating as 
a compounding pharmacy. 

Another big selling point is the 
“radical transparency” MCCPDC 
preaches in price negotiations with 
drug companies, a philosophy where 
all costs for manufacturing, distrib-
uting, and marketing its drugs will 
be disclosed to company stakehold-
ers. 

Cuban said their “radical trans-
parency” pledge has been very well 
received, calling the response to date 

“far better than we ever imagined.”
MCCPDC offers just over 100 

different generic medications and 
employed very specific criteria as to 
which medications it offers. 

“We chose those that could save 
the most people the most money as 
soon as possible,” Cuban said. 

Among the other early success 
stories are leukemia drug Imatinib, 
which normally retails for $9,657, 
but costs only $47 under the Cuban 
umbrella. Mesalamine, an ulcerative 
colitis drug, normally retails for 

$940, but costs only $32 with Cu-
ban’s company, and gout medication 
Colchicine costs only with Cuban’s 
company $9, but normally retails for 
$182. 

Since MCCPDC bypasses middle-
men and their markups, after buying 
its medications at cost, the company 
then adds 15 percent margin and 
a pharmacist’s fee, creating prices 
which are still lower than their com-
petitors. 

As for how their online pharmacy 
could impact the market, that infor-
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Enter today at DART.org/ArtContest

2022 DART 
STUDENT ART CONTEST 

DART’S NEW BUS NETWORK:
This year’s theme:

FINAL DEADLINE: APRIL 8, 2022 

SIMPLERSIMPLER..
BETTERBETTER..

FASTERFASTER..
EASIER!EASIER!

was dating had gotten for me. “Mad-
die” is still hanging out in our back 
bedroom.

The second is a much more 
“geeky” gift: a personalized birth-
day greeting from a favorite actor of 
mine. This particular gift was made 
all the better with a drawing of said 
actor’s character that my husband 
(who happens to be a fantastic art-
ist) made for me. My husband wasn’t 
the biggest fan of the series in ques-
tion, but he knew how much the se-
ries and the character meant to me. 
That made it extra special. Besides, 
who wouldn’t love getting a personal 
message from their favorite celeb?

I’ve always believed gifts should 
be practical, except when it comes 
to Valentine’s Day. On that day, I’m 
a sucker for the sappy, sentimental 
and straight-up getting spoiled kind 
of gift-giving this holiday inspires. 
Though when I look back, I wonder 
if anyone else has received sappy, 
slightly unusual gifts over the years. 

I reached out to a few of my friends 
and got some pretty interesting an-
swers, as well as some very unfortu-
nate ones.

“My very first boyfriend in high 
school gave me a partially used 
iTunes gift card he found in his desk 
for Valentine’s Day,” Morgan said. “I 
didn’t date him for very long.”

“When I was in college, my girl-
friend at the time gave me a toy 
lightsaber for Valentine’s Day,” Kev-
in said. “It was pretty funny to me. 
I gave her a stuffed bear and some 
chocolates. She gives me… a lightsa-
ber.”

“I think I once got a small photo 
album of my girlfriend at the time, 
traveling and taking pictures with a 
stuffed frog I had let her hang on to,” 
Dave said. “I still have [the frog].”

“Next week, [my wife and I] are 
giving a couple of tired, first-year 
parents a break by babysitting for 
them instead of going out,” Eric said. 

Of course, there are any number 

of ways to show someone you care 
for them, spending time with them, 
preparing a meal together, taking 
care of their chores, etc. Valentine’s 
Day is not all about the gifts, but 
sometimes it’s fun to look back on 
the strange and the silly things that 
still make us smile and think about 

By Ariel Graham
Irving-What’s the weirdest thing 

you have ever received as a Valen-
tine’s Day gift?

Since my birthday happens to be 
on Valentine’s Day (or “Birthentine’s 
Day” as my husband has taken to 
calling it) I have no shortage of crazy, 
fun and sweet memories of the day, 
from being treated to the full Medi-
eval Times experience, to last year’s 
snow-covered celebration complete 
with blanket forts and chocolate 
cake for breakfast for a week. Don’t 
judge, we had nothing else left in our 
fridge.

But for me, there are two gifts that 
stick out. The first is a fairly stan-
dard V-Day gift, a gigantic white ted-
dy bear my husband presented me 
when we first started dating. Every 
time I look at her, I still remember 
being completely flabbergasted at 
the humongous box sitting on my 
parent’s front porch and wondering 
what in the world this crazy boy I 

Charlotte, N.C.—After the pan-
demic kept Cupid and many couples 
in quarantine last year, Valentine’s 
Day is back in a big way for 2022. 
This year, American lovebirds expect 
to spend 44 percent more than last 
year and nearly 4 in 10 are planning 
a romantic restaurant date, accord-
ing to a new LendingTree survey of 
nearly 2,100 Americans.

Key findings of the survey include:
Valentine’s Day spending is up 44 

percent compared to last year. On av-
erage, those with a significant other 
plan to spend $208, up from $144 in 
2021 and $142 in 2020.

Spending for Valentine’s Day 
peaks among couples who have been 
together for one to two years ($247), 
then creeps back down. As for oth-
er demographics, six-figure earn-
ers ($413), men ($299) and millen-
nials ($294) plan to spend big.

Nearly a third (30 percent) of 

Vancouver, BC—New insights 
from dating app Plenty of Fish find 
that 43 percent of singles believe 
Valentine’s Day should evolve to cel-
ebrate more forms of love, including 
friendship, familial and self-love. 
As part of the app’s “Be Single, Not 
Solo” campaign, the findings were 
released ahead of Singles Awareness 
Day (celebrated on Feb. 15). A com-
plement to Valentine’s Day, Singles 
Awareness Day encourages people 
who are single or unmarried to cel-
ebrate love in all forms. Commis-
sioned by Plenty of Fish and One-
Poll* the survey underscores how 
dating continues to evolve among 
younger generations.

New survey from Plenty of Fish 
reveals singles are finding new ways 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day and Sin-
gles Awareness Day this year.

From the onslaught of rom-com 
movies to heart-filled store displays, 
Valentine’s Day can be a stressful 
holiday for singles. However, Gen 
Z and Millennials are finding solace 
and strength in numbers by sur-
rounding themselves with a support 
system of like-minded singles to al-
leviate “dating pressures” and make 

Valentine’s Day brings out silly and sentimental gifts
our loved ones. The most important 
part of it all is showing your Valen-
tine you care about them in whatev-
er form that takes.

What are my husband and I do-
ing for Valentine’s Day this year? All 
I’ve been told is it’ll be a complete 
“mystery” to me. But whatever he’s 

got planned, I know it will be just 
as memorable and fun as all the 
other “Birthentines” I’ve been lucky 
enough to share with him.

Here’s hoping you and your Val-
entine have a lovely celebration this 
year!

Americans will spend $208 on 
their loves Valentine’s Day

partnered consumers say it’s at least 
somewhat likely they’ll incur cred-
it card debt due to Valentine’s Day 
spending. Of that group, 43 percent 
would hide the debt from their part-
ner.

About 3 in 10 (31 percent) Ameri-
cans have spent more than they can 
afford on past Valentine’s Days to 
impress a significant other. Along 
those lines, 30 percent think Valen-
tine’s Day debt is worth it (37 per-
cent of men agree versus 24 percent 
of women).

Dining out is back: 37 percent of 
couples will celebrate the holiday 
by going out for a special dinner, up 
from 26 percent last year. Similarly, 
fewer couples say they are skipping 
the holiday to save money this year 
(31 percent, down from 39 percent 
in 2021).

“Inflation is generally making ev-

erything more expensive, so I’m not 
surprised that spending is expected 
to be higher than previous years,” 
Matt Schulz, LendingTree’s credit 
card expert, said. “Plus, it’s a vac-
cinated Valentine’s Day, so people 
may feel a little more comfortable 
going out and spending on dining 
out, shows and other typical celebra-
tory trappings they might have shied 
away from the past couple of years.”
Methodology

LendingTree commissioned Qual-
trics to conduct an online survey of 
2,100 consumers from Jan. 11-14, 
2022. The survey was administered 
using a nonprobability-based sam-
ple, and quotas were used to ensure 
the sample base represented the 
overall population. All responses 
were reviewed by researchers for 
quality control.

SOURCE LendingTree.com

the dating journey more fun.
According to the “Be Single, Not 

Solo” campaign insights, younger 
singles are including friends in their 
Valentine’s Day celebrations with 
nearly a quarter (23 percent) say-
ing they’re most likely to spend the 
day hanging with pals. Twenty-six 
percent plan to treat themselves to 
some much needed self-care and 19 
percent of singles plan to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day by going on a date. 
For those singles that are planning 
to spend time with their friends:

42 percent plan to go out for a bite 
to eat or drink.

36 percent plan on having a self-
care night with friends.

35 percent hope to hook up with 
another single friend.

33 percent will host a virtual get 
together.

24 percent will buy gifts for one 
another.

The pandemic continues to impact 
how singles connect, with over two-
thirds (67 percent) reporting more 
feelings of loneliness since March 
2020. To alleviate those feelings, 
more than three-quarters (77 per-
cent) have turned to online friend-

ships for comfort.
As singles turn online to find new 

connections, they are increasing-
ly focused on building and main-
taining friendships that stem from 
similar passions and hobbies with 
74 percent believing connecting 
with someone new over shared 
hobbies is time well spent even if it 
doesn’t lead to a romantic relation-
ship. This phenomenon inspired 
the new dating trend that Plenty of 
Fish coined, communidating, which 
is when singles use dating apps to 
make friends and connections be-
yond romantic relationships.

59 percent of singles met new 
friends via dating apps over the last 
two years.

66 percent credit their online 
friends for helping them get through 
the pandemic.

40 percent spent more time video 
chatting/FaceTiming than ever be-
fore.

60 percent even admitted they 
don’t celebrate their friendships as 
much as they should.

“The last few years have been in-
credibly stressful for singles, and 
it’s clearly made the desire for on-
line connection, romantic or other-
wise, all the more important,” Kate 
MacLean, dating expert, Plenty of 
Fish, said. “Whether singles are 
choosing to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with a new crush or enjoying 
Singles Awareness Day with a group 
of friends, having a supportive com-
munity to connect with makes dat-
ing more fun and low pressure.” 

*2,000 single Gen Z and Millenni-
al Americans were polled from Dec. 
17, 2021 - Jan. 4, 2022 by OnePoll, 
in a study commissioned by Plenty 
of Fish.

SOURCE Plenty of Fish

People find new ways to
celebrate Valentine’s Day
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world. 
Even with the pending departure 

of ExxonMobil, Irving-Las Colinas is 
home to the global headquarters for 
seven Fortune 500 companies and 
four Fortune 1,000 companies. 

“Aligning our businesses along 

market-focused value chains and 
centralizing service delivery, pro-
vides the flexibility to ensure our 
most capable resources are applied 
to the highest corporate priorities 
and positions us to deliver greater 
shareholder returns,” Woods said.
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