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“Experience counts!”

Election Day:  March 1st
Early Voting:  February 14th - February 25th

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

By Stephen Hunt
Grand Prairie—Fishing is one way 
parents or guardians can bond with 
their children. The baiting of a hook, 
casting a line into the water, and 
reeling in a fish, help create mem-
ories which can last a lifetime. That 
happened at Mike Lewis Park in 
Grand Prairie during Kid’s Fishing 
Day on Feb. 12. 

Families could free of charge, use 
loaner rods and reels and even be 
provided with bait, put a line in the 
water and try to catch a catfish or 
two from the fully stocked pond. 

Of course, whether any fish were 
caught was not important on this 
wintry Saturday morning. The event 
was all about spending time with 
family and bonding over a shared 
activity. 

Grand Prairie resident Ray 
Ramirez was there with his wife and 
two children and felt despite the frig-
id weather, it was a perfect time to 
leave the house with his family.  

“The weather could be a little bet-

move faster, learns more control, 
and has to have skill in order to move 
on such a small field at a faster pace. 
Our fields are smaller, our goals are 
smaller, but our game is faster. It’s 
just as fun to watch as it is to play.

“We used to travel outside the 
state and host a National Champi-
onship every year,” Sandra Taylor, 
owner of the Quickfoot Soccer Tour-

“We’ve done a lot of projects with 
Singley’s culinary program,” Toy-
ota of Irving’s Mark Baker said. 
“They’ve done the Thanksgiving em-
ployee events that we do every year, 
they’ve done a bunch of things like 
that. We’ve also held a mixer for the 
Chamber of Commerce and the His-
panic Chamber of Commerce for the 
last five or six years, and the students 
from Singley a couple times they’ve 
made some stuff for the event. Other 
times they’ve come and serve, be-
cause it’s the Culinary and Hospital-
ity program and they have to learn 
how to work with crowds and with 
different groups of people and things 
of that sort. So, I was very familiar 
with [the program].

“I had an idea in January after 
hearing all the stories of the nurs-
es, all the bad things that have hap-
pened with them and having to deal 
with COVID…we decided we want to 
come up with something for them. 
I talked to the hospital about what 

By Nick Viggiano
Coppell—Players competed in the 
Quickfoot Soccer Tournament at 
Wagon Wheel Park in Coppell on 
Saturday, Feb. 12.

The tournament is comprised of 
small sided games, which are simply 
games with fewer players, smaller 
goals and on smaller fields. With 
there are fewer players on the pitch, 
each player gets more opportunity 
to play. Smaller fields also make the 
game faster.

“We have teams coming from all 
over the Metroplex to play in the 
tournament,” Sandra Taylor, own-
er of the Quickfoot Soccer Tourna-
ment, said. “This is a great tourna-
ment for youth academy teams that 
have a free Saturday. Some teams 
are recreational while some are com-
petitive and academy divisions.

“Small sided soccer is a differ-
ent way of playing. There are more 
“touches” on the ball. By getting 
more “touches” a player learns to 

nament, said. “We decided a few 
years back to keep the tournament 
in the Metroplex. 

“There have been a number of 
kids who grew up playing Quickfoot 
Soccer that have gone on to play in 
college. We love seeing their posts 
on FaceBook, and we share their ac-
complishments often,” she said.

“I came out to watch my niece 

Kids learn skills during tournament
play, and even though the weath-
er was cold, I enjoy these Quick-
foot tournaments,” Alan Chaillet, 
a Coppell resident, said.  “I enjoy it 
because you only have to go to the 
tournament on Saturday, while the 
other tournaments last the entire 
weekend. My brother signed up his 
daughter for the Quickfoot tourna-
ments, because it only takes up one 

day of his busy weekend schedule. “
“We have a great group of families, 

and we love to hang out together,” 
Wilson Pierce, coach of the Murphy 
Lightning, said. “Soccer has created 
friendships and taught these kids 
some good life skills The Quickfoot 
Tournaments are exciting and fast 
paced and we will continue to play.”  

Families enjoy brisk 
Kid’s Fishing Day

ter, but you know how Texas is,” 
Ramirez said. “I think we’re expect-
ing some snow flurries later on. This 
is a time for the kids to come out 
and really enjoy the moment even 
though the weather’s kind of chilly. 
Couldn’t do anything better than just 
being out here with the kids.”

The weather on Saturday, when 
temperatures hovered at or below 
40 degrees and with potential snow 
flurries in the forecast with a blus-
tery wind, was not exactly conducive 
to a nice turnout for this event. How-
ever, more than a few area families 
braved the elements. 

“We have a lot of people coming 
out,” Kellie McAliney, special events 
specialist for Grand Prairie Parks, 
Arts and Recreation, said. “It’s about 
30 degrees, and we have tons of fam-
ilies coming out for the kids. They 

Nurses thanked
was possible because there are re-
strictions about going into hospitals 
and things of that sort, and came 
up with the idea that for Valentine’s 
Day, let’s give them a treat that 
makes that day a little bit brighter 
than it would be otherwise. And so 
I talked to the chief chef at Singley, 
Ann Lowry, and she said that they 
would be happy to work with us. So 
we came up with an idea of offering 
a handmade, homemade treat for 
each of the nurses and that’s where 
the event went.”

The students created over 300 
treat bags full of Valentine’s Day 
goodies.

 “We made decorated Valentine 
cookies and cake balls that we then 
packaged and put a little note on 
there in support of the all the awe-
some things that the nurses did for 
the whole community over the past 
two years,” Singley Academy’s Chef 

Youngsters compete in the Quickfoot Soccer Tournament at Wagon Wheel Park.  \ Photo by 
Nick Viggiano.

Despite the cold, a family prepares to participate in Kid’s Fishing Day.   \Photo by Stephen Hunt.
By Ariel Graham
Irving—The culinary students of 
Singley Academy teamed up with 
Toyota of Irving to give a sweet sur-
prise to the nurses at Baylor Scott 
and White Irving on Friday, Febru-
ary 11.

Nurses receive bags of treats prepared by Singley Academy students.  \Photo provided. 
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Life Tributes
DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

Larry Clemens
Nancy Watts
Paul Ray Lynn

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Stephen Lawrence Geiger  
Patricia Ann Wright  
William Owen
Harry Branch
Josephine Sigman   
Margaret Thacker
 

Apr 14, 1946 ~ Feb 7, 2022
Nov 4, 1946 ~ Feb 9, 2022

Dec 20, 1952 ~ Feb 10, 2022

Feb 3, 1951 ~ Feb 8, 2022
Sept 29, 1940 ~ Feb 9, 2022
Oct 17, 1958 ~ Feb 9, 2022

May 8, 1957 ~ Feb 11, 2022
July 10, 1940 ~ Feb 12, 2022
July 3, 1933 ~ Feb 13, 2022

can borrow fishing rods, weights, 
bait. 

“Families love to come here and be 
part of the community. They’ll come 
during rain, shine, or even cold. We 
have a good community and they’re 
here supporting us.”

Families participating could either 
bring their own fishing rods and bait 
or use one of the loaner rods provid-
ed by the event organizers. Members 
of the Grand Prairie Parks, Arts and 
Recreation department’s mainte-
nance team doled out the loaner 
rods and provided canned corn as 
bait.

“We have our park maintenance 
guys [helping out],” McAliney said. 
“They’re putting the rods together 
and the weights and the bobbers. 
They love doing it for the kids and 
the families. We love doing it too.”

There was a great mix of parents 
and children; all properly bundled 
up and sharing a singular goal-hav-
ing a good time. 

Parents were quick to give sage 
advice in the form of fishing tips to 

their children, but there was also 
something fishing is known for, an 
ample amount of silence while cast-
ing a line, reeling it in or just sitting 
there and taking in the whole scene 
of families gathered around a pond. 

Two things which also defined 
this event were the healthy amount 
of laughter and smiles present. Not 
even the cold weather could dampen 
the spirits of everyone participating. 

“Honestly, it’s the best part of my 
job, seeing moms and dads and fam-
ilies and communities come togeth-
er after COVID. I think our commu-
nity events really bring us together,” 
McAliney said. 

For those who got a little cold, a 
local coffee company was on hand 
to dispense hot beverages from its 
truck. 

Several members of the Grand 
Prairie Police Department mixed 
and mingled with attendees. 

“It’s one of our oldest events. It’s a 
tradition of ours to have a kid’s fish-
ing day,” McAliney said. 

IH-635/Freeport Parkway. Trav-
elers on the eastern side of the city 
should use MacArthur Blvd. 

To help residents, businesses, and 
commuters avoid the traffic, the city 
of Coppell has partnered with Tex-
as A&M Transportation Institute to 
communicate real-time travel infor-
mation to an easy-to-follow Twitter 
account. Travel time information is 
automatically populated, and im-
portant updates will be communi-
cated through this account. Simply 
follow along twitter.com/coppell-
beltline to stay up to date. 

Additionally, road signage and 
other official channels are being 
used to communicate updates. Sign 

Projects close S. Belt Line Road lanes
Coppell—Commuters in Coppell 
may have noticed more activity, lane 
closures and traffic on S. Belt Line 
Road. 

The two right-hand lanes on the 
northbound side of S. Belt Line Road 
from Sanders Loop to Southwestern 
Boulevard are currently closed 24/7 
as DART crews work to relocate a 
sewer line as part of the Silver Line 
construction. These closures are ex-
pected to be in place through late 
February.

On Feb. 28, crews are expected 
to divert traffic to one lane in each 
direction to begin the S. Belt Line 
reconstruction project, which runs 
from Southwestern to IH-635. The 

southbound lanes (west side) will be 
closed. All traffic will be diverted to 
the northbound lanes (east side), al-
lowing for one lane of traffic flow in 
each direction, plus a center lane at 
intersections for turning traffic. 

Then, once work on these lanes is 
complete, traffic will be diverted to 
the southbound lanes, allowing for 
one lane of traffic flow in each direc-
tion, plus a center lane at intersec-
tions for turning traffic. The north-
bound lanes will be closed.

Residents and businesses are en-
couraged to seek alternative routes 
and avoid the construction zone. 
Travelers on the western side of the 
city should use IH-635/S. Royal or 

up to receive email or text message 
updates regarding the Belt Line re-
construction project at coppelltx.
gov/notifyme.      

The S. Belt Line reconstruction 
project, which runs from Southwest-
ern to IH-635, includes pavement 
replacement, intersection improve-
ments and more to get this old road 
back into tip top shape. It is estimat-
ed that construction will be complete 
in early 2023.

A design contract for the recon-
struction of S. Belt Line Road was 
awarded to Halff Associates, Inc. in 
the Spring of 2019, and the Coppell 
City Council approved a contract 
with McMahon Contracting for the 

project in August 2021. 
The approximate $18.6 million 

project is funded through bond pro-
ceeds and includes the following el-
ements:

Replacement of all existing pave-
ment 

Intersection enhancements to im-
prove mobility and safety

Sidewalks, streetlights and land-
scaping

Strategic replacement/rehabili-
tation of the existing storm sewer 

system 
Signal work as needed to accom-

modate intersection changes and/or 
traffic control

Replace portions of the water and 
sanitary sewer as well as rehabilitat-
ing manholes.

For more information about the 
S. Belt Line Reconstruction Project, 
visit coppelltx.gov/beltline or con-
tact Public Works at 972-304-3679.

SOURCE DART

Irving—Irving officers respond-
ed to a shooting in the 8800 
block of N. MacArthur Blvd. on 
Thursday, Feb. 10, at approxi-
mately 10 a.m. 

The victim’s vehicle stopped at 
the red light in the center lane, 
and the suspect’s vehicle stopped 
in the left lane. 

The front seat passenger of the 
suspect vehicle leaned his arm 
out the window and shot the vic-
tim several times. The suspect 
vehicle then fled, traveling south-
bound. The suspect vehicle is de-
scribed as possibly a 2018 Toyota 
Corolla, slate metallic color, dark 

Police investigate 
fatal shooting

tinted windows. At the time of 
the shooting, the vehicle’s license 
plates were covered. 

The deceased victim, a 19-year-
old male, was transported to 
Parkland Memorial Hospital. The 
victim’s name is not currently be-
ing released. 

The Irving Police Department 
requests anyone with informa-
tion to contact them at (972) 
273-1010 (24hrs) and reference 
the case# 22-3222. Additionally, 
people may submit tips to ipd-
crimetips@cityofirving.org .

SOURCE Irving Police Department

Irving—In less than four months, 
Michael James, senior at Nimitz 
High School, will walk across Globe 
Life Field with a diploma in hand 
and a bright future ahead of him. 

James recently signed with Texas 
Wesleyan University to play football. 
He’ll join the Rams as their center 
and begin taking education classes 

Senior prepares to teach through 
District’s Education Pathway

to fulfill his dream of becoming a 
teacher and coach.

Thanks to James’s father, who 
teaches history at de Zavala Middle 
School, and the district’s career and 
technical education initiative, James 
is prepared for Texas Wesleyan’s 
School of Education.  

Lavonne Carpenter, James’ edu-

cation pathway teacher at Nimitz, is 
incredibly proud of his accomplish-
ments and excited about his future.

“Michael James has been such a 
pleasure to have in the Education 
& Training/Coaching Program at 
Nimitz High School for the past 
four years,” Carpenter said. “He is 
respected in the classroom by his 
teachers and peers as well as on the 
field by his coaches where he re-
ceived the Mike Farda award for his 
performance and leadership skills 
on and off the field. Michael will be 
an amazing teacher and coach one 
day.”

“I want to be a coach,” James said. 
“If I’m going to coach, I’ll need to 
teach. I need to get my teaching cer-
tificate and the education program 
at Nimitz is helping me prepare for 
that. 

“If you want to teach, you need 
to be in [the Education & Training/
Coaching Program]. It shows you 

what to expect and what work teach-
ers do behind the scenes. 

“I go to Stipes Elementary School 
every day except Wednesday,” 
James said. “I work with teachers 
and get to interact with students. It’s 
more than just class work. 

“One of my favorite teachers is 
Ms. Carpenter, who teaches in the 
education pathway. I have been able 
to form a good relationship with her. 
I’ll stop by and say hi. She was at all 
the football games. Ms. Carpenter is 
more than just a first and second pe-
riod teacher. 

“[Once I become a teacher, I’m 
excited about] interacting with the 
students. I’m excited to see [the stu-
dents] grow and help them become 
men and women. That’s why I want 
to coach. As a coach, you are with 
them for four years and see them 
develop.”

SOURCE Irving ISD
Austin–Attorney General Pax-
ton reached an opioid settle-
ment of $225 million with Teva 
Pharmaceutical Industries. General 
Paxton fought for Texans who have 
been impacted by the improper mar-
keting of opioids manufactured by 
the pharmaceutical companies, 
which have caused the tragic deaths 
of several thousand people every 
year. 

“This agreement is not only an-
other win for Texas, but a major step 
in the right direction to help peo-
ple overcome opioid addiction,” 
Paxton said. “Pharmaceutical com-
panies must be held accountable 
for their role in this devastating 
epidemic. These resources will be 
used to fund recovery initiatives that 
will help countless Texans.”  

As part of the settlement, Teva 

will also provide $75 million worth 
of the medication Narcan, which 
is a lifesaving intervention for opi-
oid overdoses. Narcan can reverse 
the frequently fatal effects of illegal 
street drugs such as fentanyl and her-
oin, as well as most prescription opi-
oid pain relievers. This settlement 
will provide needed resources to lo-
cal law enforcement and the medical 
personnel who are fighting the opi-
oid epidemic in our communities.  

This is the fourth statewide opioid 
settlement Attorney General Pax-
ton has finalized for Texas. With the 
addition of this settlement, General 
Paxton has secured over $618 mil-
lion from Teva, Endo, Johnson & 
Johnson, and McKinsey. 

SOURCE Office of the Texas Attorney 
General

Paxton reaches opioid
settlement with TevaIrving—The University of Dallas is 

one of only 24 institutions nation-
wide, and one of only five Catholic 
institutions, to receive an “A” grade 
from the American Council of Trust-
ees and Alumni (ACTA) in its 2021–
22 What Will They Learn? report, 
an annual assessment of over 1,100 
general education programs. 

Unlike traditional ranking sys-
tems, What Will They Learn?® 
assesses the core academic require-
ments at over 1,130 four-year insti-
tutions that together enroll more 
than 8 million undergraduate stu-
dents. Grades are assigned based 
on whether colleges and universities 
require all students to take cours-
es in seven priority subject areas as 
part of their general education pro-
grams. Those subjects, identified as 
critically important to a 21st century 
college education by ACTA’s Council 
of Scholars, are: composition, liter-
ature, (intermediate-level) foreign 
language, U.S. government or his-
tory, economics, mathematics and 
natural science. UD has received an 
“A” grade every year since ACTA be-
gan the annual report in 2009.

These disciplines appear across 
UD’s nationally renowned Core Cur-
riculum. “In addition to the subjects 
noted here, the University of Dallas 
should be commended for its re-
quirements in philosophy, theology, 
fine arts, and the history of Western 
civilization,” the guide states. 

“It is a hallmark of our university 
that all our undergraduates share 
the same pathway through a robust 
and integrated Core Curriculum,” 
UD president, Jonathan J. Sanford, 
Ph.D. said. “The core is not meant 
only to make its mark on the first 
two years of education; rather, it 
forms the foundation for the entirety 
of one’s education understood as a 
lifelong pursuit.”

A rigorous and coherent core 
curriculum, focused on courses in 
the traditional arts and sciences, 
helps students to develop the ca-
pacity for critical analysis, oral and 
written communication skills, and 
intercultural fluency that employ-
ers increasingly demand. At ACTA’s 
“A” schools, the core also prepares 
students for informed and engaged 
citizenship and cultivates a passion 
for lifelong learning.

“All undergraduates at UD take 
our Core, [so] all our students have 
common reference points for the 
great works and deeds of Western 
civilization, which facilitates a cam-
pus culture of animated discussion 
and shared learning,” Constantin 
College of Liberal Arts dean Phillip 
Harold, Ph.D. said. “In addition, the 
Core courses build off of each other, 
challenging students to think more 
deeply about the subjects they are 
studying.”

SOURCE University of Dallas

UD receives ‘A’ 
for curriculum

A young person learns the basics of fishing. \Photo by Stephen Hunt. 
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McKesson Corporation – Senior Software Engineer in Irving, TX. End-to-end devel-
opment, coding and configuration of solutions within SAP ATTP and SAP ECC. To 
apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference #: 001857.

McKesson Corporation – Senior Software Developer in Irving, TX. Plan, conduct, and 
direct the analysis of business problems to solve with SAP. To apply, please send 
resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference #: 001804.

McKesson Corporation – Senior Software Engineer in Irving, TX. Design, develop, 
modify, and evaluate technology for customers in e-commerce and web services. To 
apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference #:001803. 

McKesson Corporation – Senior Software Engineer in Irving, TX. Provide technical 
leadership, support and guidance to team for successful and timely project deliv-
ery. To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference #: 
001550.

McKesson Corporation – Sr. Software Engineer in Irving, TX. Design, code & main-
tain programs primarily in RPG programming language on the IBMi/AS400 platform/
Iseries. To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference 
#: 001834.

Atos Syntel Inc. has multiple positions available in Irving, TX.
All positions listed can work remotely or telecommute. Travel required up to 100% at 
various unanticipated client sites in U.S. for all listed positions.
Consultant. Design & deve automation tools & web apps to reduce manual effort 
using Java/React JS/Shell Script. BS in CS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve Java 
apps. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL116.
Scrum Master. Provide tech direction for the deve, design & sys integration across 
multiple engagements from definition phase through implementation. BS in CS, IT, or 
rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL117.
Associate Consultant. Integrate DevOps methods & roles in supp of monitoring & 
automation tools/services. BS in CS, Engg (any), Info Sys, or rel. 6 yrs exp in SW 
Deve & Maintenance or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL118.
Project Lead (2 positions available.) Apply scientific & tech knowledge, methods, & 
exp to the design, implementation, testing, & documentation of complex sw sys. BS 
in CS, IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp in IT or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL119.
Consultant. Manage proj involved in cross platform tech. such as Duck creek tech, 
C# .Net, SQL server. BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs exp in IT. Other exp reqd. 
Job ID OGL120.
Software Engineer. Find the root cause of the issues & provide sol to enhance & 
change functionalities of new app deve. BS in CS, IT, Engg (any) or rel. 7 yrs exp 
design & deve apps & info sys. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL121.
Lead ETL Consultant (Pentaho). Full-stack design, deve & operation of core data 
capabilities. BS in CS, Engg (any), Math, or rel. 5 yrs Data Engineer, Software Engi-
neer, Data Analyst, Data Scientist, or rel exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL122.
Senior Software Engineer. Prepare design docs & conduct impact analysis of reqs. 
BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs of IT exp, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL123.
To apply: Email resume to sneha.alour@atos.net. Include Job ID for desired position 
in subject.

Coppell

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0322-02 Pavement Panel Replacements.   
Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 
p.m.  CST Thursday, March 3, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell 
Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which in-
cludes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, Thursday, February 
24, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, February 24, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kYO_u60tTpirVkb72aecSQ

Bid Open – Thursday, March 3, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0Ed9MjafR0-TSiafKjq1Pw

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #188 City of Coppell Fireworks.   
Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Proposals can be submitted 
until 2:00 p.m. CST Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office 
at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Proposal 
meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, 
Tuesday, February 22, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, 
TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, February 22, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wfFUi7mESx2heFuERwXZ7g

RFP Open – Tuesday, March 1, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FxZSVoNLSK--vL1ocoAr1A

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, the 8th day of March, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. for con-
sideration of PD-260R4-R, Trinity River Kayak, a zoning change 
request from PD-260R3-R (Planned Development-260-Revision 3-Retail) 
to PD-260R4-R (Planned Development-260-Revision 4-Retail) to revise 
the Planned Development to allow for an increase in the height/size and to 
allow for changeable letters on a proposed monument sign previously ap-
proved; on 1.49 acres of property located 1601 E. Sandy Lake Road, at the 
request of Aaron Duncan on behalf of Jeff Varnell, Varnell Holdings, LLC.

All interested citizens of the City of Coppell and other parties of interest are invited 
to attend this public hearing in person and participate in the same. Citizens wish-
ing to express his or her opinion concerning this request may do in person at 255 
Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX, during the scheduled City Council meeting. Cit-
izens may also express his or her opinion concerning this request via telephone, 
videoconference, or by letter, by 2pm, on the day of the meeting. Letters may be 
addressed to the City of Coppell City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Boulevard, 
Coppell, TX 75019, by email at citysec@coppelltx.gov, or by calling the City Sec-
retary’s Office at 972-304-3669. Comments will be read into the record during the 
public hearing portion of the meeting. This meeting will also be live streamed on 
the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND OPEN 
CARRY LEGISLATION

The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist individuals with disabilities 
who require special services (i.e. sign interpretative services, alternative audio/
visual devices, and amanuenses) for participation in or access to the City of Cop-
pell sponsored public programs, services, and/or meetings, the City requests that 
individuals make requests for these services seventy-two (72) hours – three (3) 
business days ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or meeting. To make 
arrangements, contact Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or another designated official 
at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 1-800-735-2989).

Irving

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER AMENDING 
THE CITY OF IRVING UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE (“UDC”)SECTION 2.4.16 
“TOWNHOUSE RESIDENTIAL (R-TH)” TO MODIFY THE PERMITTED USES AND 
REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 1.12.5 “ ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS 
TO APPROVED SITE PLAN” TO REPLACE THE SECTION IN ITS ENTIRETY AND 
RE-TITLE AS SECTION 1.12.5 “ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS”; AMENDING 
SECTION 3.5 “CONVENIENCE STORE DESIGN STANDARDS” TO CLARIFY THE 
PARAMETERS FOR APPLICATION OF THE STANDARDS; AMENDING SECTION 
3.10 “HOTEL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS” TO MODIFY CERTAIN STANDARDS 
INCLUDING PROVISIONS OF RETAIL FOODS AND PARKING; PROVIDING A 
PENALTY; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION; AND ESTABLISHING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Notice is hereby given that the following public hearings will be held for the purpose 
of considering amending the Unified Development Code of the City of Irving, Texas 
and as referenced in the caption above:
Amending UDC Section 2.4.16 “Townhouse Residential (R-TH)” to modify the per-
mitted uses and regulations.
Amending UDC Section 1.12.5 “Administrative Amendments to approved site plan” 
to clarify the parameters for amendments and provide for administrative amend-
ments to multi-family concept plans.
Amending UDC Section 3.5 “Convenience store design standards” toclarify the pa-
rameters for application of the standards.
Amending UDC Section 3.10 “Hotel Development Standards” to modify certain stan-
dards including provision of retail foods and parking.
Planning and Zoning Commission:  Monday, March 7, 2022, 7:00 PM in the City 
Council Chambers, City of Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council:  Thursday, March 31, 2022, 7:00 PM in the City Council Chambers, 
City of Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
The public may attend the public hearings as outlined herein and express their opin-
ions. All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning these amend-
ments may speak. Please call 972-721-2424 or contact planning@cityofirving.orgfor 
further information.
This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. 
Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 
hours prior to the meeting.  For accessibility information or assistance, contact the 
City Secretary’s Office at 972-721-2493, or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY TX (1-800-735-
2989).

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-1569
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 6 ‘BUSINESS REGULATIONS’, AR-
TICLE 6-15 ‘TEMPORARY SIGNS’, SECTION 6-15-5 ‘PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZON-
ING DISTRICTS’; BY AMENDING THE SUBSECTION (8)(C) TO AMEND THE TIME 
TEMPORARY BANNER SIGNS AT A LOCATION SHALL BE PERMITTED FROM 
FIVE TIMES TO TWELVE; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Nucor Corporation seeks a SAP PS/CPM Architect in Irving, TX to interact with busi-
ness teams for requirements gathering across SAP PLM solution landscape (PS, PP, 
PM, CPM and CATS), conduct gap analysis and business blueprint preparation. Req 
Bachelor’s in Information Technology or rltd field or foreign equiv. Exp req: 5 yrs of 
technology consulting exp in SAP PLM. Please submit resume referencing job title 
to:   www.nucor.com/careers 

McKesson Corporation – Senior Tax Analyst in Irving, TX. Ensure company tax com-
pliance, prepare and review U.S. International reporting and compliance obligations. 
5% Domestic Travel required. To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McK-
esson.com. Reference #: 001763.     

McKesson Corporation – Senior Tax Accountant in Irving, TX. Analyzing and recon-
ciling income tax accounts for the U.S. federal and state, and foreign subsidiaries. 
CPA required. To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. Ref-
erence #: 001914.

McKesson Corporation – Senior Data Management Analyst in Irving, TX. Coordinate 
an analytics platform for offshore support, and access to a Tableau server to support 
data visualization. To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com.
Reference #: 001589.

McKesson Corporation – Demand/Inventory Sr. Developer in Irving, TX. Develop and 
supports Manhattan Score application using RPG IV, CL, DFU, RPGLE, CLLE, DB2 
to perform the day to day job.  To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@
McKesson.com. Reference #: 001819. 

McKesson Corporation – Sr. IT Architect in Irving, TX. Analyze various sources of 
user data and come up with good design solutions. To apply, please send resumes to 
JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference #: 001827.

McKesson Corporation – Sr. Software Engineer-QA in Irving, TX. Test software as 
part of verification & validation of tech/business requests within software develop-
ment lifecycle.  To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKesson.com. 
Reference #: 001881.

McKesson Corporation – Lead Business Systems Analyst in Irving, TX. Responsible 
for leading enhancement projects in SAP FI/BPC/S4HANA/TM1/Essbase module in 
a highly complex and integrated IT landscape. To apply, please send resumes to 
JobPostings@McKesson.com. Reference #: 001802.

Computer Professionals Multiple Openings, Senior Software Associate- Irving, TX 
75063.  Provide Architecture, Research, Design, Plan , Test and Support for Com-
puter Applications using Selenium with Java, QTP/UFT, HPST, LISA, Jules wrapper 
for Jenkins Jira, ALM, QC, Rally, GIT, SVN, Splunk Eclipse, IntelliJ Reqd: Master’s 
Degree or equivalent (Bachelor’s with 5 years exp) in Computer Science or Engi-
neering.  Traveling may be required. All applicants must be willing to relocate as 
necessary. Send resumes to HR, Platinum Infosys Inc, 5005 W Royal Ln, Suite 212, 
Irving, TX 75063

Vastika, Inc. seeks a SDET Analyst in Irving, TX to write automation test script with 
Selenium Java and C#. Domestic travel required about 50%, or as needed. Apply at 
https://jobpostingtoday.com/ Ref# 21944.

Insurance agency looking for part-time secretary. Duties will include office manage-
ment and handling quotes. Must have knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite. Flexible 
hours. Call 214-558-9350 to apply.

EMPLOYMENT

Kirkland, Wash.—INRIX, Inc., a 
leader in mobility analytics and con-
nected car services, released updated 
findings to its July report that exam-
ined the pandemic’s impact on brick 
and mortar retail. Using INRIX® IQ 
Location Analytics and INRIX Trip 
Data, INRIX Research found trips 
to physical retail locations during 
the 2021 holiday shopping season 
improved dramatically since 2020’s 
downturn in visits.  

Holiday trips, defined as Thanks-
giving to Christmas, saw significant 
increases year-over-year in five 
metro areas: Atlanta, Austin, Chica-
go, Los Angeles, and New York. The 
report also found that consumers 
shopped earlier, likely due to warn-
ings of supply chain disruptions 
and pandemic restrictions. Retail 
locations in Austin and Chicago saw 

the same or more visitors in the two 
weeks leading up to Thanksgiving 
compared to pre-COVID levels.

“Location and trip insights are 
more important than ever before 
as consumer habits continue to 
shift,” Bob Pishue, transportation 
analyst for INRIX, said. “INRIX pro-
vides businesses with timely intelli-
gence to help make more confident, 
calculated decisions, adapt to new 
challenges and better reach their 
customers during these unpredict-
able times.”

However, as COVID-19 omicron 
variant cases surged in the U.S., 
in-person returns to malls in the 
weeks after Christmas decreased sig-
nificantly from 2019 across all five 
metros, with New York experiencing 
the largest decrease in “returns”.

Overall, INRIX found slight shifts 

in the timing of holiday shopping. 
The share of shoppers hitting the 
mall before the holiday shopping 
season increased from 14 percent 
to 16 percent compared to last year, 
while those visiting the mall after 
shopping season decreased from 33 
percent to 29 percent.

Some of INRIX Research’s find-
ings are as follows:

In-person shopping closer to pre-pandemic levels
- The share of shoppers hitting 

the mall before the holiday shopping 
season increased from 14 percent to 
16 percent compared to last year, 
while those visiting the mall after 
shopping season decreased from 33 
percent to 29 percent

- Los Angeles saw the largest jump 
in retail visits during the holiday 

shopping season with an increase 
of 52 percent over 2020 levels, fol-
lowed by Chicago (27 percent), Aus-
tin (26 percent), New York (24 per-
cent) and Atlanta (14 percent)

- Austin was the closest to 2019 
in-person holiday shopping levels at 
-14 percent below, followed by Chi-
cago (-17 percent), Atlanta (-23 per-

cent), New York (-27 percent) and 
Los Angeles (-28 percent)

- New York saw the largest de-
crease in post-holiday “returns” at 
-38 percent from 2019, followed by 
Los Angeles (-36 percent), Chicago 
(-28 percent), Atlanta (-27 percent) 
and Austin (-25 percent).

SOURCE INRIX

If you have to publish legal notices,
We can help. 

Call us at 972-870-1992
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Eros
2. “The Pink Panther”
3. Danish krone
4. Mr. Potato Head
5. Mickeys per second
6. Guam, whose location is near the International 

Date Line
7. “The Simpsons”
8. Franklin Roosevelt (1932)
9. A windbreaker
10. Hypothalamus

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

TeleHealth Visits Avoid 
COVID Delays at VA

low 55 degrees F and open up the 
cabinets that have pipes exposed. 
This way, air will circulate, and it 
won’t get too cold to allow the pipes 
to burst. Have a neighbor turn your 
faucets to a trickle if below-freezing 
weather is expected.

* Wrap the metal collar of your 
paintbrush with masking tape be-
fore painting. Then you can peel it 
off and there’s no stuck-on paint.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

Think about that, and ask yourself: 
Can your next appointment at the 
VA be accomplished via TeleHealth? 
While the VA was one of the first 
agencies to mandate that all their 
employees be vaccinated against 
COVID, facts and figures show that 
it’s not complete protection.

TeleHealth uses computers, 
phones and tablets to connect you 
with your medical team in real-time 
video or a phone call. Accessing care 
this way means you don’t have phys-
ically go in. This can be especially 
helpful if you are in a rural area far 
from a VA facility or are disabled, 
older or very ill. You can even talk to 
specialists via TeleHealth.

If you’re not signed up, start here: 
telehealth.va.gov. Scroll down to See 
How It Works. On that same page, 
click on My HealtheVet. From there 
you can track appointments, get 
messages from your care team, view 
or print your medical records or refill 
your prescriptions.

Don’t miss the VA Mobile Apps 
link. That’s where you can get your 
Video Connect app for iOS, web or 
Android. Note that AT&T, SafeLink 
by TracFone, T-Mobile and Verizon 
will help you avoid data charges 
when using the VA Video Connect 
app. You’ll also find the 24/7 help 
desk to get your app going (866) 651-
3180 and a test site to try a practice 
session.

The VA has gone all out in battling 
COVID-19. Consider doing your part 
and ask if your next appointment 
can be accomplished from home via 
TeleHealth.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.CALL today to 
get Rambler's 
inexpensive
advertising 

rates
972-870-1992

or
johns@

ramblernewspapers.
net

tion Swine.” For additional fun, they 
added enough blue dye to turn the 
drinker’s urine green.

* Walt Disney accidentally “kid-
napped” Richard Nixon by dispatch-
ing his monorail train before the Se-
cret Service could get on.

* When added together, the num-
bers on a roulette wheel add up to 
666.

* M&Ms were created so military 
soldiers could enjoy heat-resistant 
and easily transportable chocolate 
during war.

* If your arm or hand falls asleep, 
try rocking your head from side to 
side. This will release the pressure 
on the nerves in your neck and wake 
up the limb.

* In 2003, PepsiCo offered Esto-
nia $25 million dollars to change 
the spelling of one of its lakes, Lake 
Peipsi, to Lake Pepsi, but was turned 
down.

* A man legally named Santa 
Claus was elected to the city council 
in North Pole, Alaska.

---
Thought for the Day: “I cannot be-

lieve the path to victory lies in stain-
ing our souls so black we become in-
distinguishable from those we fight.”  

* Rapper Snoop Dogg tried to rent 
the country of Lichtenstein for a mu-
sic video, but was rejected.

* The Vatican has its own tele-
scope staffed by priests, and has 
even received awards for the pursuit 
of scientific research.

* Until they are large enough to 
sleep upright, baby owls sleep on 
their stomachs because their heads 
are too heavy.

* Actual corpses were on the set 
and going to be used during the film-
ing of “Apocalypse Now.” However, 
the man who supplied them turned 
out to be a grave robber and was ar-
rested.

* Oceans around the world con-
tain about 20 million tons of gold in 
the water itself, worth hundreds of 
trillions of dollars at current prices.

* In 1997, Motley Crue created a 
soda called “Motley Brue” to help 
promote their new album “Genera-

1. HISTORY: When did the first 
Winter Olympics take place?

2. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the 
extreme fear represented by a con-
dition called ophidiophobia?

3. AD SLOGANS: Which compa-
ny featured this advertising cam-
paign in the mid-1980s: “Quality 
never goes out of style”?

4. LITERATURE: Which 
19th-century novel begins with the 
line, “Whether I shall turn out to be 
the hero of my own life, or whether 
that station will be held by anybody 
else, these pages must show”?

5. MOVIES: Where were the park 
bench scenes from “Forrest Gump” 
filmed?

6. ANATOMY: What is the com-
mon name for the orbit in human 
anatomy?

7. MEASUREMENTS: What does 
a hygrometer measure?

8. U.S. STATES: In which state 
was the movie “Children of the 
Corn” filmed?

9. LANGUAGE: What does “fair 
dinkum” mean in Australian En-
glish?

10. SCIENCE: What is the com-

mon name for nitrous oxide?

* Store plastic wrap in the refrig-
erator, or even the freezer, to keep it 
from sticking to itself. 

* “Take your medication tablets 
on a spoonful of your favorite yo-
gurt! Place the pills on top of yogurt 
and they slide down. Follow with a 
second spoonful and smile.” -- A 
Reader in Pennsylvania

* Do you have a screw loose ... in 
your eyeglasses? This is an easy fix. 
Paint the screw with a dab of clear 
nail polish and quickly re-screw. It 
works like glue. Dab the top of the 
screw for a little extra insurance.

* “I purchased a roll of reflective 
tape to mark our basement stairs. It 
reflects the light from the open door-
way at the top of the stairs, and I can 
turn the downstairs lights off before 
heading up. I had some left over, so I 
put a strip on my dog’s collar. When 
I let him out at night, I can shine a 
flashlight and spot him instantly, 
since the tape is more visible in the 
night.” -- V.R. in Pennsylvania

* If you’re leaving your home for a 
few days, make sure you don’t turn 
off the heater altogether. Set it at a 

The deployment of the new elec-
tronic health record at one of the 
Department Veterans Affairs health 
systems has been delayed. As of 
now, so many employees are sick 
with COVID-19 and unable to work 
that the rollout has been moved 
from March 5 to April 30. 

That particular system, with mul-
tiple VA locations in 15 counties, cur-
rently has a COVID positivity rate of 
over 30% with one county seeing 
an increase of 150% in the past two 
weeks.

-- Anthony Ryan
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., 

Inc.
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 Do you know or have 
a passion for design? 
Rambler Newspapers 
is now hiring a part-
time design editor 
to create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email design@ram-
blernewspapers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

Ask your store manager about any 
missing item. If he says that he’s no 
longer able to order it, that likely 
means the item isn’t on the store’s 
list anymore. In that case, call the 
manufacturer. You might well dis-
cover that they’re no longer making 
that particular item. 

If, however, the reply is that he 
doesn’t know when certain stock will 
be arriving on a truck, at least there’s 
hope it will reappear. That’s when 
you need to be proactive. 

Team up with a few friends and 
equip each one with a list of a few 
must-have items for each person. 
For one it might be distilled water 
for a C-pap machine. For anoth-
er it might be one certain brand of 
low-sugar canned fruit. Then, when 
you shop, keep an eye out for those 
items. If you spot something, make 
a call and ask if you should pick it up 
while it’s right there in front of you.

If you’re desperate for a particular 
item you know is in stock, call the 
store manager and ask for it to be put 
it at the customer-service counter. If 
you don’t do this too often, chances 
are you’ll be accommodated.

If your store finally gets a miss-
ing item back in stock, don’t hoard. 
At most, take just one extra if you’ll 
use it within several weeks. That will 
buy you a little time if it goes missing 
again.

 (c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Dealing With Empty 
Store Shelves

Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers 
is currently seeking 

outgoing individuals who 
enjoy working closely 

with community business 
leaders.

For more information call 
972-870-1992

It’s always a surprise, live in front of 
a crowd. 

“But we’re not going to get to do 
that [this year]. We are going to 
look down memory lane at the pri-
or Sweethearts and honor them. We 
will announce this year’s Sweetheart.

“There’s a committee that annu-
ally decides who [the Sweethearts] 
are. It’s someone that has given over 

and above service to the Irving Her-
itage Society,” Martin said. “We’ve 
had Sweetheart since 1980.”

This year Carol Little, the presi-
dent of the Irving Heritage Society, 
presented the Sweethearts, Rick and 
Melanie Stopfer. 

“Melanie and I are just extreme-
ly fortunate to be able to work with 
each other, and every one of you,” 

Mayor Stopfer said. “It’s really a 
privilege and an honor to do the 
things that we do within the com-
munity. 

“The Heritage Society is so im-
portant to our community. We al-
ways want to remember where we 
came from to determine how we are 
going to go forward. On behalf of 
Melanie and I, thank you so much 

for this great honor.”
The Irving Silver Tones per-

formed their rendition “Let Me Call 
You Sweetheart.” 

“We will also have a silhouette ar-
tist, Sharice Williams,” Martin said. 
“She has done a cutout, a silhou-
ette, and those are historical. She 
has done a silhouette of one of our 
Sweethearts.”

Heritage Society celebrates Valentine’s Day
By Arden Terry
Irving—The Irving Heritage Soci-
ety hosted a Virtual Valentine’s Day 
Tea on Sunday, February 13. 

“The Irving Heritage House, 
home of C.P. and Virginia Schulze, 
was built in 1912,” Mary Higbie, a 
member of the Irving Historical So-
ciety, said. “They didn’t hold their 
housewarming until 1914, and it 
was with a Valentine theme. 

“When the Irving Heritage Soci-
ety formed in 1978, they held a Val-
entine Tea as a membership event 
to attract new members. Some same 
decorations as well as recipes from 
that 1914 tea were used. A Valentine 
Tea has been held each year since 

1978. 
“Usually at the Valentine Tea, the 

guests arrive and enjoy a very festive 
tea table filled with wonderful tea 
sandwiches and sweets. They enjoy 
browsing through the house, and 
then mid-afternoon, we sing “Let Me 
Call You Sweetheart” and the Sweet-
heart is announced. It is a very pop-
ular event and well attended. Some 
come in hats, many wear red attire, 
and occasionally someone will come 
in costume.”

“This is only our second virtual 
event,” Karen Martin, community 
chair for the Valentine’s Tea, said. 
“Typically it’s at the Heritage Society 
House and honors the Sweethearts. 

Irving—In a district dedicated to 
building lifelong learners, no one 
stands out as a better example than 
Dr. Dorian Galindo, executive di-
rector of planning, evaluation and 
research.

Galindo attended public school 
from elementary through high 
school, and she is familiar with the 
lifelong impact educators have on 
their students. Even as a studious 
student, Galindo was unsure what 
life after high school would look like 
for her until a teacher opened her 
eyes to how education could propel 
her future.

“My English teacher helped me 
to understand what college was, to 
prepare applications and to believe 
I could be someone,” Galindo said. 

The heart of a lifelong learner
“She inspired me to go to college and 
take part of all it had to offer.”

Galindo went on to earn a bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees in sociol-
ogy from Texas State University. 
Then, she continued on to earn a 
Ph.D. in applied demography from 
the University of Texas at San An-
tonio. Now, Galindo applies her love 
for research to making sure students 
at Irving ISD also have opportunities 
to pursue their interests. 

“I want to make a difference. 
Sometimes you hear researchers live 
in an ivory tower, but I wanted to 
see my research make a difference,” 
Galindo said. “Working at the re-
search department, we see how our 
methods and processes are put into 
practice and help make decisions to 

impact teachers and students in a 
positive way.”

But her dedication to education 
does not stop there. As Galindo 
works to open doors for young learn-
ers, she is also sure to lend a helping 
hand to her fellow educators. When 
campuses are short on substitute 
teachers, Galindo and her team are 
first to volunteer to step up to the 
task.

For Galindo, her work at Irving 

ISD is all about empowering and 
inspiring others to also become life-
long learners. 

“Public education is a great equal-
izer. It allows you to gain tools and 
perspectives you need to go for 
something better,” Galindo said. 
“Education gave me the tools I need-
ed to be driven, motivated, fearless 
and to pursue my dreams.” 

SOURCE Irving ISD

There’s been a shift in food avail-
ability across the country. If your 
area is just now getting hit with 
empty store shelves, this concept is 
shocking and new to you. For those 
of us who have lived with this for a 
long time (for over a year in my area), 
it’s more of the same, but worse now. 
Here are a few thoughts to help you 
get through this.
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NURSES
Continued from Page 1

AN IRVING TRADITION AN IRVING TRADITION 
Since 1948*Some restrictions apply

CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*
w/purchase of an adult entree

LUNCHLUNCHBREAKFASTBREAKFAST DINNERDINNER
100 E Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060
972-307-5000
www.Bigstatefountaingrill.com

SPECIAL OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN
MONDAY thru SATURDAY

8am - 8pm

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—About three months ago, 
United States Navy hospital corps-
man Luisa Velez learned she would 
be receiving a mortgage-free home 
in Irving. On Valentine’s Day, Velez 
and her 10-year-old son, Spencer, 
entered their new home, which is 
still under construction, to read 
words of encouragement and notes 

of love. 

The home is being built though 
a partnership of Operation Final-
ly Home, the city of Irving, Dallas 
Builders Association-Dallas Divi-
sion, and Winston Custom Homes. 

“I never thought this was going 
to happen,” Velez said. “I’d hoped 
it was going to happen, but I never 
thought it was going to be me or us. 

Now I see a whole other future for us. 
That’s the part that’s super exciting.”

The house includes three bed-
rooms, two full bathrooms, a living 
room, kitchen with a dining area, 
utility room for a washer and dryer, 
two-car garage, and a full backyard. 

Velez’s son already has his room 
picked out. 

“I need a desk, so I can play all my 

Messages inscribed on vet’s future home
videogames, a couple bookshelves 
where I can have my Funkos dis-
played,” Spencer said. “I’m very 
happy, very excited. I’m going to get 
my own room, my own space to put 
what I like.”

Eric King is a U.S. Army veteran 
who in 2019 moved into his own 
mortgage-free home several doors 
down from where the Velez family 
will soon call home. 

King penned a message of love 
above the home’s entrance. 

“I know what she has gone 
through,” King said. “I just wanted 
to be here to show my support, to see 
all my good friends I met three-plus 
years ago when I received my home 
and let her know we welcome her 
and her son with open arms.” 

Velez was surprised with the home 
last fall. She has driven by the site 
once a week to track progress made 
by the builders. 

Being inside what will be a new 
home for her and her son and read-
ing all the words of encouragement 
was enough for Velez to get emotion-
al. 

Velez and Spencer have designat-
ed a room in the front part of the 
house as their craft room, a space 
where they can paint and pursue 
other creative endeavors. 

end of their freshman year, they will 
choose one path or the other, and 
then they are in our career pathway 
until they graduate. Once they be-
come seniors, they’re actually doing 
internships out in the community. 
So if they’re hospitality, then they’re 
maybe doing front of the house of a 
restaurant or a hotel. And of course, 
if they’re culinary, then they would 
be working in a kitchen. We have 
students that work in the Four Sea-
sons, to Las Colinas Country Club, 

the Hackberry Country Club, and 
in a lot of different restaurants in 
Irving.”

“Our team is grateful for the sweet 
treats created with love by these tal-
ented Irving ISD culinary students,” 
Cindy Schamp, president of Baylor 
Scott & White – Irving, said. “Our 
hardworking staff tirelessly care for 
patients every day and gestures like 
this remind them that others recog-
nize their efforts. Toyota of Irving 
has been a generous partner to Bay-
lor Scott & White - Irving for many 
decades, and we thank them for 
helping bring cheer to our staff this 
Valentine’s Day.”

 “I’ve had reports back from the 
people at the hospital and it was 
exceptional.” Baker said. “The re-
ception was great from everyone 
involved, from the administration 
of the hospital to the folks with the 
[Irving] Health Foundation to make 
it happen. They all gave me reports 
back saying that everyone was 
thrilled with it. They had no negative 
reactions at all, and most people just 
thought it was so nice that the kids 
got involved and did something you 
know, I’m tired of you know what 
they normally do in school.”

“We really encourage our students 
to be involved in community service 
activities,” Chef Lowrie said. “This is 
just one way that we can encourage 
them to give back to the communi-
ty. Even though it may be something 
that they did in class, they still are 
very aware that that what we’re do-
ing is being donated to someone in 
the community. And we try every 
month to have something that we’re 
donating or we’re giving to within 
the community.”

Ann Lowrie said. “We had a cool 
little sticker on there that just said 
thank you for being on the frontline.

 “So, our program at Jack E. Sin-
gley, the students apply as eighth 
graders to come to Singley, and it’s 
not just culinary or hospitality, it’s 
all the different programs here at 
Singley. They make their application 
their eighth grade year, and so when 
or if they’re accepted into Singley, 
they start their freshman year in Cu-
linary and Hospitality. Then, at the 

Velez is grateful to those who 
made having a mortgage-free home 
a reality. She is also happy for Spen-
cer. 

“He’s already beyond anything I 
could ask for in a son. He does me 
very proud,” Velez said. “He’s on the 
honor roll, gifted and talented pro-
gram at school. Everyone loves him, 
because he’s a good kid. I couldn’t 
ask for a better son.”

King was reminded of how grate-
ful he is for the home he received un-
der similar circumstances. 

“Words really can’t begin to de-
scribe how huge and impactful this 
is for us to receive a mortgage-free 
home,” King said. “Not only does it 
alleviate the burden of a mortgage, 
but it allows us to do so many other 
things we may not be able to do, es-
pecially when we have children and 
a family.”

King started his own non-prof-
it organization, Vets What’s Next, 
which helps veterans and their 
families by providing services and 
resources to aid them in reclaiming 
their lives and economic stability. 

Velez plans on paying her own 
gratitude forward by assisting Oper-
ation Finally Home. 

“Now I’m part of the family. Wher-
ever I’m able to help, I will,” Velez 
said. “It’s a good foundation to back. 
If you’re going to be part of anything, 
this would be it.

“I believe that everything happens 
for a reason. Even though the storms 
are bad sometimes, you get through 
them. There’s a light, you just got 
to get to it. Don’t let it totally take it 
over. Once you get to your next spot 
in life, it’s going to be OK. Every day, 
things change.”

Dallas—The Texas Film Commis-
sion (TFC) and the Texas Archive 
of the Moving Image (TAMI) an-
nounced the launch of a new on-
line exhibit examining the history 
of industrial filmmaking in Dallas. 
Titled “Mavericks and (M)ad Men: 
The Industrial Film Legacy of Dal-
las” and hosted on Google Arts & 
Culture. The exhibit features 13 
videos submitted to the Texas Film 
Round-Up by Dallas media produc-
ers and Texas organizations to tell 
the story of the independent film-
makers who helped turn the Tex-

as Metroplex into an epicenter for 
commercial film production.

Before Dallas became a popular 
destination for film and television 
production, resident creators had al-
ready cultivated national renown for 
a different kind of production: com-
mercial production of newsreels, 
industrial and promotional films, 
government and educational films, 
and television commercials. Show-
casing videos from TAMI’s online 
collection, this digital exhibit takes a 
closer look at a few of the companies 
and personalities that helped earn 

Dallas the nickname “Little New 
York of the Southwest.”

“Any Texan can probably name 
at least one film or television series 
shot on location in the Lone Star 
State, but the industry here encom-
passes so much more than that,” 
TAMI’s exhibit curator Katharine 
Austin said. “In introducing us to 
a few of the pioneers who helped 
make Dallas such a hub for film pro-
duction, the exhibit also highlights 
what I consider some of the most 
fun and entertaining content found 
in TAMI’s online collection.”

Highlights include marketing 
films for Pearl Beer and advertise-
ments for brands like Dr Pepper, 
Imperial Sugar, and Frito-Lay. The 
moving images featured in the ex-
hibit are the result of the Texas Film 
Round-Up, TAMI’s partnership with 
TFC to digitize and provide access to 
films and videotapes documenting 
Texas.

“Commercial production con-
tinues to be a vital part of the me-
dia production ecosystem. It pro-
vides access into our everyday lives 
through the goods and services we 
utilize, the jobs we hold, and the 
stories we share. More important-
ly, commercial production provides 
creative professionals a means to 
advance their craft and also make a 
living,” Stephanie Whallon, director 
of the Texas Film Commission, said. 
“We are glad to partner with TAMI 
to highlight such an important part 
of the media production industries 
in Texas and to celebrate that legacy 
and lasting impact.”

The exhibit will also be celebrated 
in TAMI’s February Archive Dive, 
the organization’s streaming video 
and conversation program, as well 
as at a screening in Dallas in March. 
More details on both coming soon.

SOURCE The Texas Film Commission 

Texas Film Commission
announces online exhibit

Eric King writes a message of encouragement on the Velez family’s future home. \Photo by 
Stephen Hunt. 

Irving—After a strong showing 
at district competition, Irving ISD 
will be represented by 12 schol-
ar-athletes and three alternates 
at the regional wrestling tourna-
ment at Birdville Stadium.

Nimitz High School boys, with 
six regional qualifiers and an al-

Wrestlers advance 
to regionals 

ternate, finished fourth as a team 
at the district meet. Two Nimitz 
girls are alternates. 

Irving High School had five 
qualifiers, while one MacArthur 
wrestler also advanced.

A complete list of regional qual-
ifiers from Irving ISD follows:

IRVING
Nehemiah Ventura
 2nd place, 120-lb class
Danny Urquilla
 3rd place, 220-lb class
Manuel Limon
 4th place, 285-lb class
Jakorian Crain
 4th place, 145-lb class
Ileana Flores
 4th place, 165-lb class
MACARTHUR
Jace Allen
 4th place, 106-lb class
NIMITZ
Azel Canelo
 2nd place, 170-lb class

Nathan Arriaga
 3rd place, 113-lb class
J’Den Hall
 3rd place, 182-lb class
Jacob Pricer
 3rd place, 160-lb class
Miguel Rodriguez
 3rd place, 132-lb class
Jeremy Reyes
 4th place, 152-lb class
Nestor Urrecha
 5th place alt, 126-lb class
Jenny Mireles
 5th place alt, 138-lb class
Naima Rodriguez
 5th place alt, 119-lb class.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Eric King speaks with Luisa and Spencer Velez on Valentine’s Day. \Photo by Stephen Hunt. 
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