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Call for all your photography 
needs 214-675-6493

Over 30 years of experience.

A picture is worth
a thousand words

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Frost Fest was held at Levy 
Plaza in Las Colinas on Saturday, 
Feb. 19. 

Attendees at the 2022 event were 
eager to explore Frost Fest’s new 
venue, as the event went on hiatus in 
2021 due to the pandemic. The one-

close look at the Sistine Chapel’s 
paintings and offers audio tracks 
about how each photo was made. 

“You could immerse yourself in 
the art and the history just by being 
in the space,” Marcia Vojtech, direc-
tor of exhibit operations support for 
SEE Global Entertainment, said.

Martin Cialis, CEO of SEE Global 
Entertainment, went to the Sistine 
Chapel and did not like the experi-
ence, which sparked the idea for the 
exhibit. 

“He licensed with Bridgeman Im-
ages, and he focused on Michelange-
lo’s art which is the ceiling and the 
Last Judgement behind the altar,” 
Vojtech said. “We have those dig-
itally printed on fabric. It’s pretty 
much true to life size. You can get up 
close to it as opposed to being 55 feet 
away. You can see the amazing detail 
with which Michelangelo painted.” 

Vojtech said they were able to lay-
out the center ceiling in two quad-
rants. 

“It kind of goes in order of the 
ceiling, [whereas in] some places we 
aren’t necessarily able to do that,” 
Vojtech said.

The Irving Mall’s features added 
to the exhibit. 

“There was a fountain in the space 
that wasn’t working. We got [it] 
working and that adds some am-
bience to the space,” Vojtech said. 
“There are some architectural ele-
ments on the outside of the mall on 
our entryway. It looks like you’re ac-
tually walking into an Italian build-
ing.

“[Some of our exhibition areas] 
feel industrial, and this definitely 
does not have that feel,” Vojtech 
said. “It feels like you’re walking into 
an Italian villa with the stone tile 
floor, and it’s really cool.”

Guests who visit the exhibit see 
Michelangelo’s artwork closer to the 
ground.

By Camila Gonzalez
Grand Prairie—The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) hosted 
an informational meeting via Zoom 
on Thursday, Feb. 17 about soil and 
groundwater contamination, which 
affects a neighborhood in northeast 
Grand Prairie.

The contamination was caused by 
improper waste disposal by a for-
mer Delfasco Forge facility, which 
manufactured munitions and ceased 
operation in 1998. The improper 
waste disposal led to the presence of 
trichloroethylene (TCE) in the soil 
and groundwater. It affects an area, 
which contains about 80 homes. 

Frost Fest brings winter fun to city
day festival featured tubing hills, a 
petting zoo, a snow play area, a live 
ice carving demonstration, free train 
rides, face painting, a balloon artist, 
and airbrush tattooing. 

The petting zoo featured plenty 
of goats and an uber-friendly llama. 
Another popular area was the snow 

play area, a penned-in space with a 
floor of man-made snow. The snow’s 
perfect consistency facilitated many 
snowball fights, often between par-
ents and their children or between 
siblings. 

Perhaps the coolest, pun intend-
ed, area of the entire celebration, 
was the ice carving demonstration, 
which featured local chef Pete No-
lasco of Kitchen 101, creating a win-
ter-themed sculpture using a chain-
saw and assorted other instruments. 

“Cool is the right word to use,” 
Nolasco joked. “The ice is of course 
32 degrees Fahrenheit when it’s fro-

zen, but here in this Texas heat, it’s 
melting pretty quickly. Ice usually 
melts a quarter inch an hour under 
normal conditions. But this is Texas, 
baby. In 10 minutes, it’s going to be 
snowing I’m sure, but right now it’s 
melting pretty heavy.”

Between demonstrations, Nolasco 
posed for pictures with attendees, 
answered questions, and handed out 
pieces of ice to kids. 

“I’ve been very fortunate. I’ve been 
cutting ice since the 80s,” Nolasco 
said. “I’ve cut at different places for 
live demos like Grape Fest, State Fair 
of Texas, Guinness Book of World 

Records for the world’s largest shot 
glass out of ice, an airplane that was 
4,000 pounds, pretty crazy sculp-
tures. I’m very fortunate.”

“I think this [crowd] is a little bit 
more than we usually have,” Kyle 
Taylor, Irving’s mayor pro tem, 
said. “Changing the location and us-
ing Levy Plaza, moving it a little bit 
closer to the center part of town, has 
really helped. This is a great use for 
Levy Plaza.”

The city moved Frost Fest from 
Cimmaron Park to Levy Plaza, be-
cause the more central location 
would be convenient to more people. 

As attendees entered Frost Fest, they 
were given a survey to determine 
where they were coming from. The 
results of that survey will help event 
organizers determine if they should 
shift the site of event again. 

“The one thing I wish we had was 
a skating rink. We’ve done that be-
fore,” Taylor said. “Hopefully we can 
go back to that. Because of the size 
[of Levy Plaza], we’ve actually been 
able to add some more things we ha-
ven’t done in the past to keep it fresh. 
Really proud of the way it turned out 
and of all the folks that are here.”

Neighborhood poisoned
by chemical dump site

“This is a public meeting for the 
neighborhood with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to hear 
about the underground plume left 
by the former Delfasco Forge facility; 
what homes are affected and what 
the possible intermediate and long 
term solutions are to mediate that 
plume,” Amy Sprinkles, communi-
cations director for Grand Prairie, 
said.

Sprinkles explained the plume is 
a balloon of contamination under-
ground. Residents in the area should 
not use ground wells, but drinking 
water is unaffected, because it comes 
from the city and is separate from 

groundwater. 
However, TCE vapors can become 

airborne. Hope Schroeder, remedial 
project manager for the EPA, en-
couraged residents in the affected 
area to allow the EPA to test their 
air, and if needed, install an air miti-
gation system. Only the homeowner 
can make this request.

“TCE evaporates very quickly 
when it’s directly exposed to air out-
side,” Sprinkles said. “The biggest 
thing is that it’s getting trapped in 
the home.”

Sprinkles said about 30 homes in 
the area already have an air mitiga-
tion system. According to the EPA’s 

website, the first vapor mitigation 
systems were installed in 2008.

“From the city’s perspective, we 
hope we can encourage our resi-
dents to open their doors for testing 
of their air,” Sprinkles said. “They 
can choose whether to put the vapor 
traction system on their home or 
not.”

At the meeting, Schroeder said the 
EPA is reviewing a proposed plan 
to remove the contamination using 
a vacuum-like device. There will be 
another public meeting in the spring 
to allow residents to give feedback on 

Michelangelo exhibit 
brings art closer to people
By Grace Reyes
Irving—Michelangelo’s Sistine 
Chapel: The Exhibition opened at 
the Irving Mall on Feb. 11 and will 
remain open to the public until 
March 27.

The exhibit allows guests an up 

“It was neat to be able to have 
each individual painting broken 
down and to see the details behind 
the intricate pieces that make up the 
whole art piece,” Emily Leat said. 

Some visitors have been to the 
Sistine Chapel in person, and others 
have not. 

“They look real; I’ve been there,” 
J’mel Burgos said. “They duplicated 
it, not only the size, but how they saw 
the fresco and the skin and every-
thing, it was really good. Well done.”

“We have a big section of peo-
ple who are grateful we’re bringing 
this out, because they would never 
been able to go to the Sistine Chap-
el on their own,” Vojtech said. “[The 
guests] are very happy and grateful 
they were able to see this great art, 
and we were able to bring that to 
them.”

People who visit the Sistine Chap-
el do not always have a good expe-
rience. 

“You get funneled in, and there’s 
hundreds of people with you,” Gay-
na Herd said. “If you want to stay 
longer, you have to cycle around like 
lemmings or like rats in a cage.”

The exhibit allows guests to have a 
more profound experience with the 
artwork. 

“This was an opportunity to get a 
real close-up view,” Herd said. “You 
get to take as much time as you want 
in front of whichever panel you want 
and be able to take pictures.” 

“It’s those small, little details you 
never get to see, which is super fas-
cinating and a privileged to see,” Ra-
chelle Hebert said. 

“Making art accessible opens up 
dialogue with people,” Vojtech said. 
“Art is something that tells a story, 
can send a message, and can spark 
a dialogue.”

Tickets to see the exhibit start at 
about $17 for adults, $13 for youth.

A child slides gleefully down a snow covered hill during Frost Fest. \Photo by Stephen Hunt.
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Life
Tributes

DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

Jeanne Brown
 Jan 20, 1940 ~ Feb 20, 2022 
Homer Echols
 May 31, 1950 ~ Feb 18, 2022
Darryl Pope
 Aug 21, 1958 ~ Feb 18, 2022
Joseph Geevarghese
 June 30, 1935 ~ Feb 17, 2022
Lina V. Campagna
 May 07, 1925 ~ Feb 19, 2022
Barry Earl Cauley
 June 1, 1941 ~ Feb 20, 2022
Dick Bock
 Nov 28, 1940 ~ Feb 22, 2022

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

William Malcolm “Mal” Fitch
 Dec 9, 1926 ~ Feb 16, 2022
Steven Anthony Boothe
 Aug 9, 1961 ~ Feb 17, 2022
Charlene Davis
  June 19, 1936 ~ Feb 19, 2022
Dorothy Gilbert
 Aug 18, 1926 ~ Feb 20, 2022

Paid for by the Ingrid Michelle Warren Campaign, Algernon “Al” Herron Treasurer , 
P.O. Box 131205, Dallas, Texas 75313 In compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.

“Experience counts!”

Election Day:  March 1st
Early Voting:  February 14th - February 25th

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

the plan. All public comments will be 
considered as they move forward.

Schroeder said this issue was add-
ed to the EPA’s National Priorities 
List in 2018. Since then, the EPA 
has attempted to inform residents 
about the issue through phone calls, 
community meetings, and offers to 
install the air mitigation systems.

Although the meeting was held 
over Zoom, some citizens gathered 
at the Tony Shotwell Life Center. 

An unnamed woman at the cen-
ter spoke up. Her voice broke as she 
spoke. She asked why she was just 
now hearing about this and asked 
for a sense of urgency. She was con-
cerned about how this could affect 
the health of her family and men-
tioned her daughter has chronic fa-
tigue. 

“There are people who have been 
working for years to try to get this 
resolved,” Jessica Price, informa-
tion specialist for Texas Department 
of State Health Services, said in re-
sponse to the question. “I’m hopeful 
people as passionate as you and oth-
er people there can share with your 

community that if you’re in this area 
that EPA is concerned about, you 
need to get this mitigation system. 
We appreciate you being here, and 
I appreciate your emotion. It’s com-
pletely understandable.

“In the past, these chemicals were 
used as anesthetics. In high amounts, 
it can make people drowsy, cause 
headaches, dizziness and nausea. 
In extreme cases, [cause] coma and 
death. TCE can cause liver and kid-
ney cancers, so the most at risk pop-
ulation is pregnant women. Heart 
defects in developing babies can 
happen in lower concentrations.”

Price and Schroeder repeatedly 
encouraged attendees to have their 
air tested, so they can know if TCE 
is a concern.

“This is why the EPA has come to 
you and said ‘we’re concerned about 
this,’” Price said. “Know we are con-
cerned about it too. Please get a mit-
igation system. If your friends and 
neighbors are not here, please let 
them know they do need to contact 
EPA and get this mitigation system, 
so we can stop exposures.”

POISON
Continued from Page 1Coppell—The Cozby Library and 

Community Commons received a 
citizen request on Dec. 29 to recon-
sider the inclusion of the book ‘Gen-
der Queer’ in its collection. The book 
is a memoir in graphic novel format 
by author Maia Kobabe and has been 
the subject of much recent attention 
across the country in discussions re-
garding books on school and public 
library shelves.

Following its established process 
for such requests, the library con-
ducted a staff review of the request, 
and responded to the citizen with 
the results of the review. The citi-
zen requested further review, so the 
matter was placed on the agenda of 
the Library Advisory Board’s Feb. 10 
regular meeting.

At that meeting, the Board heard 
from five citizens who appeared in 
person, including the citizen who 
submitted the original request. Two 
citizens expressed their desire for 
the book to be completely removed. 
Three citizens expressed their desire 
for it to remain in the library’s col-
lection, though two of those three 
believed the book was better suited 
for the adult graphic novel section 
than the teen graphic novel section.

The board discussed the citizen’s 
request but was unable to reach a 
decision at the time. They will re-
visit the matter at their next regu-
lar meeting on March 10. Until the 
board reaches a decision, the book 
will remain in the library’s collection.

The library’s stance is the book 
satisfies the necessary criteria in its 
collection development guidelines, 
and it should therefore remain in the 
collection. The library’s collection 
development guidelines themselves 
are subject to approval by the Li-

By Ariel Graham
Grand Prairie—Teachers and ad-
ministrators from the Lower Kus-
kokwim School District (LKSD) in 
Alaska visited Grand Prairie ISD to 
observe the district’s dual-language 
classrooms to help them preserve an 
indigenous Alaskan language.

“Today and for the past three 
days, we have given [LKSD] the op-
portunity to see model exemplary 
classrooms in pre-K through grade 
five, where we are simultaneously 
building languages, both Spanish 
and English,” Dr. Celina McEntire, 
dual language facilitator for elemen-
tary programs at GPISD, said. “Our 

approach to dual language and the 
reason we have this partnership is 
to use a literacy approach to build 
language through content. We’re 
simultaneously building those two 
languages, so that’s what makes our 
program unique here in Grand Prai-
rie ISD.”

GPISD is a flagship district for the 
Gomez & Gomez model for dual lan-
guage, which has been an effective 
academic and linguistic model of 
teaching for over 20 years.

“If the student is able to solidify 
the foundational principles of their 
first language, then they’re able to 
acquire that second language over a 

three to five year period,” McEntire 
said. “Within our district, our stu-
dents start with pre-K and they go all 
the way to grade five. That way they 
are building the foundational piece 
of their L1, or their first language, 
with the additional layer of that sec-
ond language. 

“In grades pre-K through grade 
one, we ensure that the RLA or read-
ing language arts piece, is taught 
in their first language. Whether we 
have Spanish dominant students 
learning English, or English domi-
nant students learning Spanish, they 
are receiving their literacy instruc-
tion in their first language. When 

we begin grade two to grade five, we 
move to a 50-50 model approach 
where they are receiving their read-
ing and language arts instruction in 
both languages.”

Christina Robbins is the director 
of elementary for LKSD.

“LKSD and GPISD began their 
partnership in 2010,” Robbins said. 
“At the time, the Lower Kuskokwim 
School District in Bethel, Alaska and 
the surrounding villages that make 
up our district were looking for a 
model of instruction that would sup-
port an indigenous language. The 
Yugtun language of the Yup’ik peo-
ple that live there was fading, incom-
ing kindergarteners were coming in 
with less and less of the language, 
and we knew our language model 
was not meeting the needs of our 
students. 

“We went out, did some research, 
and ended up finding GPISD. That’s 
how the partnership occurred be-
tween the two. We were at the same 

time both researching the Gomez 
and Gomez Dual Language enrich-
ment model, and feeling like while 
our districts are very different, they 
were really meeting the needs of our 
students individually. The fact the 
partnership has continued over the 
last 12 years has been a huge gift.”

However, as Robbins explained, 
incorporating the Yugtun language 
into the curriculum has been some-
thing of an uphill battle.

Schools partner to preserve indigenous language

“When first contact was made 
with Alaska, there was a history of 
schooling not being something I 
think Americans would be proud to 
know about,” Robbins said. “Chil-
dren were taken out of their com-
munities and put into boarding 
schools, where they were physically 

See INDIGENOUS
Page 6

brary Advisory Board as 
well.

“Libraries have collec-
tion development poli-
cies for good reason, and 
Coppell is no different,” 
Dennis Quinn, director of 
Library Services, said. “No 
one set of personal values 
or beliefs can be the lens 
through which to develop 
a collection that is sup-
posed to serve and reflect 
an entire community, es-
pecially one as diverse as 
Coppell.”

Quinn also noted the 
library’s collection devel-
opment guidelines are di-
rectly aligned with the first 
two pillars of Coppell’s Vi-
sion 2040 strategic plan: 
perpetuating a learning 
environment, and foster-

The board is also scheduled to 
meet for a work session next week, 
which will include training and in-
formational presentations. No ac-
tion will be taken at this meeting, 
and the request regarding ‘Gender 
Queer’ will not be on the agenda. 

Like City Council and all other city 
boards and commissions, the Li-
brary Board includes in every meet-
ing an opportunity for residents to 
share their input in a public forum. 
The library encourages all interested 
residents to take advantage of this 
opportunity, and share their experi-
ence at the library, a past or upcom-
ing program, an idea for a library 
program, or feedback about how the 
library can improve its service to the 
community. 
SOURCE Cozby Library and Communi-

ty Commons

Cozby Library responds
to book challenge

ing an inclusive community fabric.
“We understand there will be 

items in the collection some may 
find disagreeable, either in whole or 
in part, but we cannot completely 
prevent this while still doing our job 
to serve the community as a whole,” 
Quinn said.

As stated in the collection devel-
opment guidelines, the library pro-
vides materials to “support learning 
through all the ages and phases of 
life, from young children to senior 
citizens.” In general, the library en-
courages parents to accompany their 
children on library visits and engage 
with them about what they’re read-
ing and what they’re interested in 
learning about.

The request will be revisited at the 
board’s next regular meeting, sched-
uled for March 10.

Photo provided.
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CITY OF IRVING
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas (the 
“City”), will meet at the City Council Chambers, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas, 
at 7:00 p.m., on the 21st day of April, 2022 (unless alternative meeting arrange-
ments are required to address public health concerns, which meeting arrangements 
will be specified in the notice of such meeting posted in accordance with applicable 
law), which is the time and place tentatively set for the passage of an ordinance and 
such other action as may be deemed necessary to authorize the issuance of the 
City’s Combination Tax & Revenue Certificates of Obligation, Series 2022 (the “Cer-
tificates”), in the maximum aggregate principal amount not to exceed $20,000,000, 
payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against all taxable 
property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as 
due and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, 
as authorized by Chapter 271, Subchapter C, Texas Local Government Code, as 
amended, and from all or a part of the surplus revenues of the City’s waterworks and 
sewer system, such pledge of surplus revenues being limited to $1,000, bearing in-
terest at any rate or rates not to exceed the maximum interest rate authorized by law, 
as shall be determined within the discretion of the City Council of the City at the time 
of issuance of the Certificates, and maturing over a period not to exceed forty (40) 
years from the date of issuance, for the purposes of evidencing the indebtedness of 
the City for all or any part of the costs associated with(i) the design, development, 
construction and acquisition of drainage improvements and facilities within the City, 
including the acquisition of land therefor; and (ii) professional services incurred in 
connection with item (i) and (iii) to pay the costs incurred in connection with the issu-
ance of the Certificates. The estimated combined principal and interest required to 
pay the Certificates on time and in full is $25,809,000.  Such estimate is provided for 
illustrative purposes only, and is based on an assumed interest rate of approximately 
2.44%.  Market conditions affecting interest rates vary based on a number of factors 
beyond the control of the City, and the City cannot and does not guarantee a par-
ticular interest rate associated with the Certificates. As of the date of this notice, the 
aggregate principal amount outstanding of tax-supported debt obligations of the City 
is $546,000,000.  Based on the City’s expectations, as of the date of this notice, the 
combined principal and interest required to pay all of the outstanding tax-supported 
debt obligations of the City on time and in full is $717,895,783.  

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE OFFICIAL SEAL OF THE CITY, this 24th day of 
February 2022.
Shanae Jennings - City Secretary

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

ADT seeks Engineer, Mobile Development in Irving, TX. Background check & drug 
testing required. Design, coordinate, execute & support software application designs 
throughout project life cycles. Develop & deploy integrated solutions to enhance, 
consolidate & coordinate applications enterprise-wide. Must have at least master’s 
degree or equivalent in Comp Sci or related field & 3 yrs experience as a Developer 
or related role OR a bachelor’s degree or equivalent & 5 yrs progressive experi-
ence. Must have 3 yrs exp w/: industry-standard protocol for user authentication & 
authorization (OAuth 2.0); applications for mobile, Tablet/iPad, watch & TV devices; 
push notification handling; & analyzing mobile crash data & using it to debug mobile 
applications. Must also have 2 yrs exp w/ secure payment techniques from mobile 
device & downloading files over a mobile network & storing on mobile devices. Apply 
at jobs.adt.com, Keyword/Job ID 2210780. 

Coppell
LEGAL

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0322-03 CLEANING AND JANITORIAL 
SERVICES   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be sub-
mitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Tuesday, March 22, 2022, at the Procurement Services 
Office at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Manda-
tory Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. 
CST, Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, 
TX  75019. 

Mandatory Pre-Bid meeting – Tuesday, March 8, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_n2UZZILBQ6qQ26yPl07mqQ

Bid Open – Tuesday, March 22, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8gACBwUNRhmzYJli-c3fhQ

Insurance agency looking for part-time secretary. Duties will include office manage-
ment and handling quotes. Must have knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite. Flexible 
hours. Call 214-558-9350 to apply.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-1570
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 8 ‘TRAFFIC REGULATIONS’ ARTICLE 8-1 
‘SPEED OF VEHICLES’, SECTION 8-1-5 ‘RESERVED’ BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 
8-1-5 ‘TEMPORARY SPEED ZONE IN CONSTRUCTION OR WORK ZONES’ TO ADD 
THE TEMPORARY MAXIMUM SPEED DURING CONSTRUCTION; PROVIDING FOR 
NOTIFICATION OF THE MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT BY THE INSTALLATION OF SIGNS 
AND MARKERS TO REGULATE VEHICULAR SPEED ON THE DESIGNATED STREET; 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVID-
ING FOR REPEALING, SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSES; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION 
OF THE CAPTION HEREOF.
 
ORDINANCE NO.  2022-1571
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, READOPTING, RATIFYING, RE-
PUBLISHING AND EXTENDING CHAPTER 9 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, AR-
TICLE 9-17, CURFEW HOURS FOR MINORS, FOR A PERIOD OF THREE (3) YEARS; 
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-1572
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CODE OF OR-
DINANCES BY REPEALING CHAPTER 1 ‘ADMINISTRATION’, ARTICLE 1-13 ‘CODE OF 
CONDUCT’, SECTIONS 1-13-1 THROUGH 1-13-9, INCLUSIVE IN ITS ENTIRETY TO AL-
LEVIATE ANY POSITIONS, DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF ANY AND ALL PERSONS 
APPOINTED UNDER SAID ARTICLE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY; AND BY RESERVING 
SAID ARTICLE FOR FUTURE USE; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Coppell—The second annual im-
pact report for Teen Volunteers in 
Coppell (TVC) is now available. This 
report details the financial, commu-
nity, and individual impacts of teen 
volunteerism through city of Coppell 
departments for the calendar year 
2021.

Last year, TVC supported 279 
volunteers between the ages of 
13-17 who live in Coppell or the 
Coppell Independent School Dis-
trict (CISD). These volunteers con-
tributed a total of 3,410 service hours 
to the city. Using the Independent 
Sector’s estimated value of a volun-
teer service hour, their service pro-
vided a $90,126.30 value.

In addition to financial value, TVC 
supports two pillars of the city of 
Coppell’s Vision 2040 plan: Per-
petuate A Learning Environment 
and Foster an Inclusive Commu-
nity Fabric. In a 2021 survey of 
volunteers, 99 percent of respon-
dents believed volunteering for 
the city provided a valuable learning 

opportunity and 97 percent of re-
spondents said TVC made them feel 
connected to their community.  

Volunteers enjoy opportuni-
ties that provide practical workplace 
experience and make connections 
that lead to recommendation letters 
and job references. They gain confi-
dence, community pride, knowledge, 
and purpose through their service.  

“I feel like I have learned a lot 
about myself and my communi-
ty,” volunteer Ananya Nair said. “I 
learned I really like to talk and inter-
act with people, and I learned about 
a ton of new things the community 
does. Without these opportunities, 
I feel like I would be a bit clueless 
about the Coppell community.” 

The report also includes spotlights 
of CISD partnerships (National Art 
Honor Society and New Tech High 
at Coppell) and the Keep Coppell 
Beautiful Teen Committee (KCB 
Teen), a unique leadership oppor-
tunity focused on sustainability and 

environmental education programs.  
Established in May 2020, TVC uni-

fied the teen volunteer programs 
across city departments, most no-
tably Cozby Library and Commu-
nity Commons, Biodiversity Edu-
cation Center, and Life Safety Park. 
The updated program streamlines 
the volunteer experience through 
its single application process, hand-
book, and training. Librarian Mor-
gan Green-Griffin received national 
recognition from the Association of 
Leaders in Volunteer Engagement 
(AL!VE) for her leadership in TVC’s 
creation.  

Through acceptance, volunteers 
have access to all departmental op-
portunities in the city. Opportuni-
ties include supporting programs 
at all locations, preparing mate-
rials for events, projects at the li-
brary, and assisting at the Coppell 
Community Gardens and Farmers 
Market.  

SOURCE City of Coppell

Teen Volunteers release 
annual impact report

Irving ISD 
names Teachers 

of the Year
Irving—Thirty-seven educators who exemplify the heart and excellence 
of #myIrvingISD have been crowned 2022 Campus Teachers of the Year. 
Nominated and voted on by their peers, the following honorees will repre-
sent their school and the district throughout the 2022-2023 school year.

Honorees will be formally recognized at the annual Teacher of the Year 
ceremony on Thursday, April 28, at Singley Academy. The celebration will 
culminate with an announcement of the two finalists selected as Irving ISD’s 
elementary and secondary District Teachers of the Year.

 Sama Eldabaja
Clifton Early Childhood School
 Jessica Moreno
Kinkeade Early Childhood School
 Cristal Alonso
Pierce Early Childhood School
 Saul Ramos Fonseca
Barton Elementary School
 Eva Torres
Brandenburg Elementary School
 Cristina Jaquez
Britain Elementary School
 Shelley Jeoffroy
Brown Elementary School
 Anita Wallace
Davis Elementary School
 Viola Rodriguez
Elliott Elementary School
 William Sanchez
Farine Elementary School
 Genna Slade
Gilbert Elementary School
 Brenda Krone
Good Elementary School
 Blanca Mier
John Haley Elementary School
 Evan Platt
Thomas Haley Elementary School
 Annmarie Slaise
Hanes Elementary School
 Katelyn Olive
Johnston Elementary School
 Angel Alvarado
Keyes Elementary School
 Ramona Preston
Lee Elementary School
 Taylor Kaiser
Lively Elementary School

 Gloria Fernandez
Schulze Elementary School
 Shannon Pratt
Stipes Elementary School
 Courtney Zarate
Townley Elementary School
 Millie Morales
Townsell Elementary School
 Nellie Brooke
Austin Middle School
 Gretchen Goldston
Bowie Middle School
 Noah Raley
Crockett Middle School
 Morgan Monson
de Zavala Middle School
 Brian Davis
Houston Middle School
 Rachel Stearns
Johnson Middle School
 Alison Gonzales
Lamar Middle School
 Yvonne Beacham
Travis Middle School
 Bridgette Burdick
Cardwell Career Preparatory Center
 Ana Jones
Irving High School
 Emilio Morlett
MacArthur High School
 Stephen Smith
Nimitz High School
 Angela Berrios
Singley Academy
 Edobor Omosigho
Student Reassignment Center

SOURCE Irving ISD

By Ariel Graham
Irving—The Irving Police Depart-
ment unveiled two new police ve-
hicles specifically designed to assist 
the Aggressive Driving Enforcement 
Unit. 

“Our aggressive driving enforce-
ment unit is what we’re out here 
promoting today, and the special-
ized vehicles that are assigned to it,” 
Irving Police Department’s public 
information officer Robert Reeves 
said. “These vehicles are currently 
being driven by our traffic section. 

“Our officers have not been as-
signed to this unit yet. We are wait-

ing for our recruits to get out of the 
academy and supplement patrol, 
so those officers can then be trans-
ferred to the traffic section.

“Our motorcycle officers are work-
ing double duty. They’re sometimes 
driving on their motorcycles. They’re 
sometimes getting in this vehicle 
and doing targeted enforcement 
on persons who exhibit road rage, 
whether they’re cutting someone off, 
or slamming on their brakes, or driv-
ing too closely, trying to push some-
one into the ditch, waving a gun, or 
shooting at a vehicle. All of these are 
things we’ve seen happen in Irving. 

Irving police unveil vehicles to combat road rage
Fortunately, we have not had a mur-
der around road rage, but that has 
occurred in the North Texas area.”

The Irving Police Department is 
one of many North Texas PDs who 
are participating in an Aggressive 
Driving Task Force.

“Our partners within the North 
Texas area have created a task force 
we happily participate in, those part-
ners being Texas DPS, Dallas PD, 
Mesquite PD and Grand Prairie PD,” 

Reeves said. “We’ve all seen a rise in 
these types of instances in our city 
over the past 5 years. We decided to 
make a task force, allocate special 
resources and manpower, and have 
people come in on overtime on task 
force hours whenever we do aggres-
sive driving enforcement.

“The cause of [increased road 
rage] is kind of up in the air. I don’t 
know if it’s the stress of people com-
ing out of the pandemic financial cri-

sis, but ultimately, we’ve always seen 
people deal with road rage incidenc-
es. Maybe people are in too much of 
a hurry and do not have that little 
extra bit of patience. 

“We do ask that people be aware 
Irving police and North Texas cities 

are going to be enforcing this bad be-
havior in the hopes they will change 
their behavior, and we will reduce 
traffic fatality accidents, we will re-
duce these types of calls for service, 
and the roadways will be safer for all 
our families.” 

Coppell—The city of Coppell is 
proud to announce Jennifer Bettis 
as the new emergency management 
coordinator. An Army veteran and 
seasoned emergency management 
professional, Bettis brings 20 years 
of experience to the position, which 
helps to ensure the safety of the com-
munity by preparing for, preventing, 
and mitigating disasters and emer-
gencies of all kinds.

Bettis earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in emergency management 
from the University of North Texas 
and went on to work in the indus-
try across the country, including 

positions in Colorado and Georgia 
and the director of emergency man-
agement and business continuity at 
Orange County Public Schools in 
Orlando, Florida as well as Texas 
Woman’s University (TWU). During 
her career, Bettis ran a disaster re-
covery center after a tornado, was 
involved in hurricane evacuations, 
responded to a school shooting, and 
led the COVID-19 response at TWU. 

She has also completed the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agen-
cy’s (FEMA) National Emergency 
Management Advanced Academy, a 
rigorous application-based training 
series, and is starting the FEMA Na-
tional Emergency Management Ex-
ecutive Academy. An Irving native, 
Bettis is excited to be back in North 
Texas working at the local level. 

“I felt like it was my calling to be 
part of the system that helps and ul-
timately prevents loss of life and loss 
of structure,” she said. “I’m looking 
forward to building upon, strength-
ening and practicing Coppell’s emer-
gency plan and protocols to make 
sure we’re as prepared and resilient 
as possible in the event of a disaster. 
I love being able to support a small 
community where I can really make 
a difference.”

Stationed at Coppell’s Life Safe-
ty Park, the Division of Emergency 
Management serves the community 
by coordinating disaster mitigation, 
preparedness, response and recov-
ery activities through integrated 
planning and community outreach.

“Jennifer’s extensive training and 
background in emergency manage-
ment planning and wide range of 
experience coordinating disaster 
mitigation and response will serve 
the organization and our communi-
ty well,” Fire Chief Kevin Richard-
son said. “We’re happy to welcome 
her to the team and look forward to 
learning and benefiting from her ex-
pertise and the fresh perspective she 
brings to the Division of Emergency 
Management.”

SOURCE City of Coppell

Coppell selects 
management
coordinator

Officers Ellington and Wargacki help introduce the Irving Police Department’s newest 
vehicles, designed to combat aggressive driving. \Photo by John Starkey.
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. “Chicken Run”
2. 1961
3. Tired
4. Visa
5. Chameleon
6. “1984”
7. Willie Nelson
8. Tailbone
9. Denny’s
10. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1876)

* Valentina hot sauce was named 
for the intrepid Valentina Ramirez 
Avitia, who at 17 posed as a man to 
join the Mexican Revolution. She 
made it all the way to the rank of 
lieutenant before being expelled 
upon the accidental discovery of her 
braids.

* American fashion model Jere-
my Meeks’ police mugshot was so 
good that he got a modeling contract 
while still in jail.

* In 1524, a wooden statue of the 
Virgin Mary at Latvia’s Riga Cathe-
dral was accused of being a witch. At 

its trial by water it was thrown into 
the Dvina River, where it floated, 
resulting in a guilty verdict -- and 
burning.

* Missing a remote? Try looking 
where you last sat: A 2011 study 
found that 49% of the time it was in 
a couch, while 8% were found in the 
bathroom, another 8% in a dress-
er drawer, 4% in the fridge/freezer 
(your guess is as good as ours on that 
one) and 2% turned up outside.

* Twelve-year-old Rhiley Morri-
son swallowed 54 magnetic balls to 
see if he could get metal to stick to 
his stomach, as well as what they 
looked like when he went to the toi-
let. He survived the experiment after 
six hours of surgery and a two-week 
hospital stay.

* The wood frog can hold its urine 

for up to eight months.

* Violets can be smelled for only 
a few moments at a time because 
their scent comes from ionine, which 
shuts smell receptors off after simu-
lating them. After a few breaths, the 
scent pops up again.

* In 2016, the Swiss city of Laus-
anne banned “silent disco” events 
because they were too noisy.

***
Thought for the Day: “I’m sick of 

following my dreams, man. I’m just 
going to ask where they’re going and 
hook up with ‘em later.” -- Mitch 
Hedberg

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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 Do you know or have 
a passion for design? 
Rambler Newspapers 
is now hiring a part-
time design editor 
to create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email design@ram-
blernewspapers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

Beware of ice

Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is 

currently seeking outgoing 
individuals who enjoy working 

closely with community 
business leaders.

For more information call 
972-870-1992

AN IRVING TRADITION AN IRVING TRADITION 
Since 1948*Some restrictions apply

CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*
w/purchase of an adult entree

LUNCHLUNCHBREAKFASTBREAKFAST DINNERDINNER
100 E Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060
972-307-5000
www.Bigstatefountaingrill.com

SPECIAL OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN
MONDAY thru SATURDAY

8am - 8pm

FUN & GAMES

The local television weather guy 
made an announcement recently 
that was, I think, meant to be uplift-
ing. He said, “And winter is now half 
over!”

Instead, I took it the other way: 
We still have half of this winter to get 
through.

My main complaint this year is ... 
ice. It’s sneaky, it’s everywhere, it’s 
apparently invisible in the right cir-
cumstances, and yes, it’s slick.

There I was, hauling a load of gro-
ceries out of the back of the car, hav-
ing picked them up curbside from 
the store and arriving home after 
dark. One of the bags had fallen over 
and spilled its contents, requiring 
me to bend over and lean forward at 
the same time to retrieve the items 
that had rolled. Unbeknownst to 
me, my foot was on a piece of ice. I 
did not fall, but I did twist my leg in 
a way that legs are not meant to be 
twisted. Within an hour the pain hit.

By Day 3 I was wondering if I’d 
broken something. Day 4 was a 
bit better, and I knew I was on the 
mend ... if only I could better plan 
my trips up and out of the recliner to 
fetch something instead of making 
multiple trips through the house for 
Kindle, water bottle, TV remote and 
more. Worse, I suppose, was that the 
cat was upset that she wasn’t allowed 
on my lap during those days. She sat, 
with a hurt expression, across the 
room from me for four days.

Services for senior veterans have 
been expanded, including home-
based primary care, veteran-direct-
ed care and medical foster homes. 
The plan is to make these services 
-- 75 home-based primary care 
teams, 58 medical foster homes and 
70 veteran-directed care programs 
-- available at all Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical centers in the 
next few years.

The purpose of these programs 
is to allow senior veterans to either 
delay going into a nursing home and 
select the care environment that they 
prefer, or to age in place at home. 
What they’ve discovered is that vet-
erans who use these services have 
fewer trips to the emergency room, 
fewer hospital admissions and fewer 
stays in nursing homes.

Medical foster homes are what 
you’d imagine: private homes where 
there is a trained caregiver 24/7. 

* “Snow will better slide off a shov-
el that has been sprayed with furni-
ture polish.” -- T.L. in Minnesota

* Here’s an old tip, but a good one: 
Before going away on vacation, put a 
couple of ice cubes in a plastic bag-
gie, and set it at the front of the freez-
er. When you return, if there is any 
evidence of melting, you will know 
you lost power while you were gone. 
If the bag is one big, flat cube, you 
lost power long enough to suspect 
all your refrigerator items of being 
spoiled.

* To temporarily get a winter frost 
effect on a window, use this fun rec-
ipe: Dissolve 4 to 6 tablespoons of 
Epsom salts in a beer. When the salt 
is dissolved, dip a clean rag in the 
mixture and wipe it on your win-
dowpane. As it dries, crystals will 
form, creating a frost effect. This is 
a great solution for a window you 
don’t want to be clear but also don’t 
want to permanently alter. The effect 
washes off with soap and water.

* “If you get a residue inside your 
coffee cups when they go through 

1. MOVIES: Which 2000 animat-
ed movie’s tagline is “Escape or Die 
Frying”?

I think there are multiple lessons 
to be learned from my brief foray 
into pain and incapacity, but the 
most important one is this: Schedule 
curbside grocery pickup for daylight 
hours. Don’t arrive home in the dark 
in the winter if there’s the slightest 
chance of ice. It will find you.

VA Expands
Services for

Senior Veterans

While living at one of these homes, 
the veteran receives home-based 
primary care. See www.va.gov/
geriatrics/pages/Medical_Foster_
Homes.asp for a list of the available 
medical foster home programs by 
state.

Home-base primary care is med-
ical services supervised by a VA 
physician. Typically, the veteran has 
complicated health needs and is un-
able to keep medical appointments 
because of illness or perhaps has a 
caregiver who needs help because of 
the responsibility for medical care. 
See www.va.gov/GERIATRICS/
pages/Home_Based_Primary_
Care.asp for more information.

Veteran-directed care lets veter-
ans receive both the home and com-
munity-based services they desire, 
like choosing from a menu. Veterans 
often need help with activities of dai-
ly living, or there is a caregiver who 
needs help. Daily living activities 
can range from dressing, eating and 
taking a shower to grocery shopping 
and more. Each veteran is given a 
budget for those services, which is 
managed by either the veteran or the 
veteran’s representative. This menu 
of services lets veterans stay in their 
own homes. See www.va.gov/geriat-
rics/pages/Veteran-Directed_Care.
asp for more information.

For a full menu of services for 
senior veterans, see www.va.gov/
GERIATRICS/index.asp. Caregiver 
information, fitness and rehab, brain 
health, advance care planning ... it’s 
all there.

the dishwasher, it might be time to 
give your machine a once-over. In 
the meantime, spray the insides of 
the coffee cups with a bleach-based 
cleaner like 409 just before your 
turn it on. That should help.” -- E.T. 
in Michigan

* Cut your kitchen sponge in half, 
or even thirds. You can clean just as 
well with a smaller sponge, and you 
will extend its life, saving you mon-
ey. A smaller sponge dries out more 
quickly, too.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

2. HISTORY: When was the Peace 
Corps established?

3. LANGUAGE: What does it mean 
in British English to be “knackered”?

4. AD SLOGANS: Which company 
featured this 1985 ad campaign: “It’s 
everywhere you want to be”?

5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which 
animal has the longest tongue in re-
lation to its body size?

6. LITERATURE: Which 
20th-century novel begins with the 
line, “It was a bright cold day in 
April, and the clocks were striking 
thirteen”?

7. MUSIC: Which country music 
songwriter, singer and activist once 
sold Bibles for a living?

8. ANATOMY: What is the com-
mon name for the coccyx in human 
anatomy?

9. FOOD & DRINK: Which restau-
rant chain is known for its “Grand 
Slam” breakfast?

10. U.S. STATES: In which U.S. 
state was the first official World Fair 
held?

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“We talked about basically the 
birth and the life of young boy King 
Tut, and then we discussed all of the 
ideas of how they found the tomb in 
1922. Howard Carter was the arche-
ologist, and the financier was a guy 
by the name of Lord Carnarvon. We 
also have different replicas especial-
ly jewelry items, and we also have 
replicas of the tools, and also thrones 

Library displays replicas from Tut’s tomb
By Arden Terry
Irving—The South Irving Library 
is displaying replicas of artifacts dis-
covered in the tomb of the Egyptian 
Pharaoh King Tutankhamun. The 
exhibit honors the 100th anniversa-
ry of the discovery of the Pharaoh’s 
tomb in 1922. 

Retired Egyptology professor Rol-
lin Phipps gave a lecture on Satur-
day, Feb. 19, about the history King 

Tut and the discovery of his tomb. 
“I developed an interest in [an-

cient Egypt and King Tut] when I 
went to the [King Tut] exhibit in 
1977,” Phipps said. “I thought it was 
all remarkable. I went and changed 
my entire career at the time and de-
cided to go back to graduate school 
and learn. Within three years, I was 
teaching Egyptology.

King Tut used. But more important-
ly we have photographs.”

Tutankhamun only lived to the 
age of either 18 or 19.

“[King Tut] is an important top-
ic, because his tomb was basically 
found almost intact from the time he 
was buried, and that means 5,300 
different objects, such as statutes, 
food, and all kinds of different things 
were found in that particular tomb,” 
Phipps said. “That created a big in-
terest in Egyptology in the 1920s and 
30’s.”

Maureen Zielke from West Fork 
Village drove senior residents to the 
library, so they could hear the lec-
ture. 

“I didn’t know a whole lot about 
King Tut at all,” Zielke said. “I 
learned a lot. I really loved the pre-
senter too; he was a lot of fun. I think 
[the seniors] all have an interest in 
history.”

Rasheed Khaleel attended the lec-
ture with some of his family mem-

bers. He and his family are friends 
with Phipps.

“I liked hearing about some of the 
personal experiences that Rollins 
shared with us plus some of the new-
er developments from this century,” 
Khaleel said.

Gail Fields is a retired teacher.
“I enjoyed the lecture very much, 

because I study the history of the 
Egyptians and Blacks in general,” 
Fields said. “It was very informative. 
Egypt is part of Africa, and a lot of 
people don’t realize that.”

punished for speaking their native 
language. We’re going from that 
to [telling these students] what we 
really want to do is have you as an 
individual, who has so much to offer 
the world, to be able to continue to 
live in your culture and do the things 
you were raised with and connect 
to your family and your ancestors, 
while at the same time also be able 
to perform, if you choose to do so, in 
a world beyond the community you 
were raised in. It’s with a heavy load 
the Lower Kuskokwim School Board 
bought into and has helped preserve 
the Yugtun language over these last 
several years.”

In addition to the historical and 
cultural challenges, the Yugtun lan-
guage itself presents its own set of 
obstacles.

“We made a partnership with TCI, 
and we have been able to take their 
textbooks, their science and social 
studies textbooks, localize them, and 
translate them,” Robbins said. “Not 
translate them word for word, but in 
a way that is appropriate to the Yu-
gtun language. Now, there are some 
things that don’t match up when it 

comes to English and Yugtun. For 
example, there’s no future tense in 
Yugtun, and there are no pronouns 
in Yugtun, so [when translating] 
you sometimes end up with, ‘Wait, 
how does that even work?’ Whereas 
in the Spanish language you have 
cognates, and they’re much more 
similar to English. You really have 
a totally different situation when it 
comes to tenses and things like that 
with the Yugtun language.

“As Dr. Selena points out, the 
model classrooms we’re observing, 
we also are able to look at and say 
we can do some of this, even with 
knowing the language is in a differ-
ent place than Spanish is. We have 
to write all of our curriculum; there 
are no online programs, there are no 
textbooks. We literally write our own 
textbooks that we localize, that takes 
time. It takes energy; it takes passion 
and interest. We have that. But being 
able to come here refreshes us. What 
we’re doing here is to get re-ener-
gized, re-passionate and to have the 
leaders we’ve brought here really 
continue on now when they get back 
to their sites.”

“I think it’s fantastic,” Audra Lo-
pez, an instructional coach with 
LKSD, said. “The kids are so en-
gaged. You see such wonderful 
things when you walk in the class-
room, lots of collaboration, lots of 
discussion, beautiful language. It’s 
really inspiring. It’s nice to see just 
how far the program can go.

“I’m an instructional coach, so my 
primary role is working with teach-
ers, and we do focus on our [Dual 
Language & English Learner Ed-
ucation] DLE teachers. This is my 
second visit to Grand Prairie, and 
the first time, I feel like I focused so 
much on environment. 

“This time, my focus has been on 
instruction and techniques that I’ve 
seen the teachers use that are very 
good for [English language learners] 
ELL students. Even though our stu-
dents don’t speak Spanish, it doesn’t 
matter. The same techniques would 
work for them. I’ve been watching 
how the teachers interact with the 
kids and the strategies they use, and 
those are things I want to bring back 
for our teachers.”

INDIGENOUS
Continued from Page 2

Rollin Phipps discusses some of the replicas of artifacts discovered in the tomb of the 
Egyptian Pharaoh King Tutankhamun currently on display in the South Irving Library.
 \Photo by Arden Terry.


